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iJo. f. 

TRI^S ANI> LAW PROCEEDI||||S. 


STATE TRIALS. 


Johnson, S, Dhummond, and 

• J. Baoueley, for Sedition. 

Chester ^ Spring Assizes^ Thursday^ 

The indictment charged^ that the 
prisoners, with others, did unlawful- 
ly ^nspire^ assemble, incite and stir 
tip certain individuals against the Go- 
vernment and Constitution ; that this 
tppk place at a meeting hdd near 
to Stockport, «i the 1st of Septem- 
beir last, at which from 3^000 to 4P,000 
people wdVe assembled, und«r pre-' 

. tepee of petitioning for, ri "^reform in 
the Commons’ House c]r P^ament ; 
pod that the.thr^ prisoh^^ having 
l»c^ded f stage to harangue yie 
'people, derided tjie mpnarchy, re* 
cainimended their going to obtain 
theif/tfemands with arms in Hheir 
Jiaiida, suggested a National Con-. 
^!P«ntion, an(fstated, that if their pe-^ 
tition wasnoltattended to, the people 

• ought to arm themselves against ty- 
raifts, and impose force to force, 

JViUipmJioUon was the first wit- 


ness caUed. — He was af Stockport 
on the 1st of September last, and at- 
tended the meeting at Sandy Brow; 
.3,000 or 4,000 persons were present; 
a large stage had been erected, and 
witness saw five or six persons there* 
on. ' Bagueley and Drummond were 
. on the stage* ! Witness reduced to wri- 
^tingwhat he had then heard. Harrisoiij 
who was chairman, spoke with great 
contempt of Government, and ended 
by making some rfligious quotations 
Bagueley addressed them in favoui 
of Reform, blamed them for apathy, 
and eulogised Painbi ** AH the shop* 
keeper8,.hes8id, would be reformed, 
were the people only to make pur- 
chases From republicans.” He ro< 
commended sending c^eputies anc 
delegates from all parts of the king- 
dom, and rising in atins to repel 
force by forcd^ ft Ifyou want a leader 
(said h^ I wiH lead y flu, and spend the 
last drdp of niy.blo^J’ He reprobat- 
ed the.pedple forabusifigBuonaparte 
whom he eplogised, and declared be 
would liiy down his life in the cause 
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of liberty. Johnson arrived, and the evening, they would meet with 
spoke after Bagueley. He said the friends on the road, before tt\ey 
men at Derby were murdered, and reached Birmingham. He ^lad no 
wished for a sword long enough to cut doubt they would be strong. The 
off the heads of all such tyrants, as meeting at St Peter’s Church, with 
Castlereagh, Sidmouth, and Canning, blankets, was fixed oti at 'that meet- 
I will shoot (said he) whenever I ing. He took notes after the ix)jset* 
have an opportunity ; and if I do not ing. Bagueley ana Drummond were 
doit, 1 hope the women will tear them taken up on the 10th ; heaaw John- 
limb from limb.” He advised the son also in custody. * Other meetings 
men not to go to work again, and twere held in the country, and wit- 
not to listen to the master weavers ^ness sai# Bagueley and JAhnson at 
and manufacturers, but to burn the many df them. These meetings were 
looms. The weavers had turned out* siditious.* Johnson, at one of them, 
and were present. Witness saw the advised thd people not to pay taxes, 
,|dtree prisoners befdrc at a meeting and to rise ;n a body again«.t tlitise 
llKear the soB place ; when they ad- who sHbuldcome to collect the taxes, 
dressed the^owd on the subject of Witness produced the minutes of ^he 
Parliamentary Reform, and abused meeting at Sandy Brow, Stockport, 
and vidiculcd the police of the town, on the IstofSeptemberlSlS. Bague* 
They appeared acquainted with one , ley said he was weary of meetings 
another. Bagueley kept a school for reform in Parliament. The peo- 
at Stockport. ]^le must recover their liberty. Towns 

Cross-examined by Mr Williams, and villages should choose delegates^ 
•—Witness saw no arms ; was him- draw up a petition, and arm them- 
self a stage- player, and kept a bil- selves. He recommended a large 
liard-tablc. No one at the meeting house in London, to be cafled the 
durst contradict the speakers. Wit- National Convention, and advised vhe 
ness was a special constable ; there whole coq/itry to take up arms, And 
were about 200 special qonstables. to meet for drill at 7 o’clock in thp 
On the second day after the meeting, morning. They three would s(cck 
witness was examined by the Grand* by the people to recover their rightst 
Jury at Chester with respect to what He* advised the people to give up 
he had heard. working, and then the Government 

JoAn Lloyd of Manchester, special could not bq supporfbd. Mr Drum- 
constable, sworn.— »He was at the nioifd said, “ Arm yoursylves, and 
Blanket Meeting, in Manchester, in ‘ bc*uDJmi^nous ; behave with civility 
March, and since the 3d of March and dccon!hii|; nothing but sword. in 
^818,*knew the prisoners, frho were handwii^q-l-I iberty orDeath!” Mr 
a stage there, at a largemeeting, Johnson nad advocated peform three 
mddrebsing the people. Bagueley ad- joars, and had been in chains undAr 
irised the Blanketeers tS go to Lon- the late acta. Government had sent 
don to obtain thoir rights. There to the clergy to pack the jufiessat 
been a precedii^ meeting neq^ Berfi/. lie then abused * grossly 
St Peter’s Church, which many % Lords Castlereagh ai^ Sidtnoolhj 
thousands werdtpresenf. He did not and Mr Cannjng. They had been 
Bee Johnson Jthere. The speaker as- confined in gaol and ridVied. He raih 
serted it was no use to petition Par- ed against the Magistrates of Che< 
liament; other means must J)e resort- shire and Lancashire. Rather 
ed to. Johnson said that^on the 5d, in live as they did, he wouldhdvise then 
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' to rob and plunder, and for his own 
•part would end his days on the gal- 
1^8. ** Thd time is come, said he, 
when we must arm ourselves, and I 
am ready to lead even to-morrow 
ihorning.’^ . Ragucl^y stated he had 
waited on the Reverend Magistrate ; 

• butf he had reftDsed his assent, ab 
though the requisition was signed by 
inany respectable 'persons. He end- 
ed by speaking against his Majesty’s^ 
Government. 

James Coppach^ of Londoi^ was at 
Stockport in September last, and saw 
a public procession of weavers, from 
1,^00 to 2,000, turb out the hand- 
loom weavers. He cdhfirnipd the 
statements of tlie preceding witness 
as* to most of the particuTar matters, 

' and as to the approbation of the plb- 
pulace being always given to the 
most furious and inflammatory de-* 
clamatieiis. ^ 

• William Youngs and R. Gee^ both 
•of Stockport, corroborated the tes- 
timony of the two foregoing wit- 
hesses.^ 

John Horatio Lloyds student at 
Obtford, was at the meeting, which 
was attended by 3,000 pSrsons and 
Awards. He saw Harrison (in the 
•cnair,) Bsgueley and Drummond. 
Harrison first addressed the n«eet- * 
ing, Bagueley spoke after, and Drum- 
mond took notes. Harrison spoke 
of the doctrine of resistance ; Drum- 
mond of<the mal-administr^tiou of 
the, Government, and offhe increase 
of the National Debt o ily m support 
the Royal Familj^ Drumifmnd con- 


tinued, We have now not only one 
tyrant^ but we have Commons, Lords, 
and Kings.*’ Bagueley said, ** i can 
do my d u ty, whether by sword in hand 
or otherwise.^’ Drummond stigma* 
tised the masters of factories, and 
called on his auditors to rouse them-^ 
selves from their pernicious lethargv.j 
This was the last time they woim^ 
meet to^ discuss the question ; .tikOi 
next time they must act — Liberty br ; 
Death ! Johnson began in a 
manner, and spoke loudly. He taik^ff 
r>f his long imprisonment, and sa^ 
the next time they met must be 
swords in theii; hands. ** Oh!” 
exclaimed, that 1 ha^ sword 1 om< 
enough to strike off t^^heads of m 
the tyrants in the land.^ Some 1 will 
name, Castlereagh, Sidmouth, and 
Canning.” 

The prisoners called no witnesses, 
but Mr Williams addressed the jury 
in their behalf* They were all found 
Guilty. 

On Monday the 19th, the pri- 
soners were brought up to receive 
judgment. They entered no plea in 
mitigation of punishment, but rath^ 
deprecated mercy. The sentence 
of the Court was, that they should be 
imprisoned in the common gaol for 
' the term of two years ; that at the 
expiration of that period they should 
find sureties for^two years, them- 
selves in L.500 each, and two sureties 
in L.lOOeach ; and that they should 
be imprisoned till siich sureties were 
found. 
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TRIALS FOR LIBEL. 


Ward v. Clement. 

« Court ^ King*s Bench^ Saturday ^ ^ 
January 16. ^ 

This was an action for a libel 
brought against the proprietor of the 
Observer newspaper. The libe^ com- 
plained of appeared in November 
I817i in the Monday impression of 
that paper, and was as follows : — 

** Derbyshire Insurrection* — We ^ 
shall proceed to give our readers a 
more authentic, al well as a more 
minute account of the rise and pro- 
gress of the ioburrection, connected 
as it was with almost all the manu- 
facturing towns in the kingdom, than 
has hitherto been pubhbhed ; from 
whence the public wilt be enabled 
tb form a correct estimate of the real 
character of the danger by which 
the country was threatened, and thCc 
absolute necessity which was im- 
posed upon the Minister of the Home 
Department to determine upon the 
appointment of the Commission at 
Derby. The sources of our authori- 
ty, though ext^ded over a consi- 
derable part of the disturbed coun- 
ties, are highly respectable, and we 
can pledge ourselves for the correct- 
ness of every fact that we state.'' 

“ The 27th May, Birkin accom- 
panied Oliver to Nottingham, an^ 
iDtrodifced him to MiS secret of yhe \ 
Committee asa^bled ther^ among 
whom were Hayjie8,tHolmes, Gros- 
venor, Henson and Frank Ward.” 

Again, It is a singular fact, and 

may here be stated, that at the exc^ 


cution of the Luddites, who were 
t tiicd at the Spring Assizes, the un- 
^ happy men confessed that a plan had 
been Ibrmed for insurrection and re- 
bellion, and that old Ned (meaning 
NedLud) \^as to command. Some of 
the most defiperate of these had been 
pointetl out to storm the barracks, 
and perform other dangerous duties. 
Erank Ward,Grosvenor, Henson and 
Haynes were all appointed to com- 
nand, and had proceeded to their 
several statioRo.” 

• The damages were laid al L .5,000. 

Mr Scarlett stated the case t<j 
the jury. He should, he said, shew 
a claim to a verdict upon the great 
principles of the constitutibn, and 
only touch incidentally upon ot^er 
points wlijcli so naturally suggested 
themselves in a case where so much 
personal injury had been sustaitied. 
The plaintiff was now a rukied man^ 
Hd had commenced life in a humble 
way in the town of Nottingham, 
as a journeyman ihanufacturer of 
lactf, and by his integrity^and indus- 
trjr became much respected. In a 
few years h'; found that the fruits of 
those l^'^bits for which he was re- 
markable cnablccf him (o employ o- 
tkers. He became a master, add 
*addedto th^ favourable impression of 
his character by creditably ^i)pp(Wt- 
iag Alt aged mother, anc] a ivifb and 
^children, to whose society hei^evo- 
ted himself. His anxie^ for the pro 
ferity of thos^e whose bvocations re* 
sembled his own, induced him to be- 
come a member of a society for as- 
sessing the price of woik ; and sucli 
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was the idea entertained of his inte- ed, — a proof that the plaintiflF waii jua- 
*gjt jty and worth, that the members tified in his opinion, and tbafhis con- 
eiected.him tiieir treasurer, a situa- duct was deserving of no repreHen* 
tion which he filled to .the satisfac- sion. He, however, became an ob* . 
tjonofall. At that unfortunate pe- ject of suspiAon; and on the sus«"' 
nod of distress ambng the journey- pension of Habeas Corpus, his house 
I men, the humanity of the plaiptiff was was, on the 10th of June 1817, en« 

* discovered ; for it was found that he tered by ten or twelve constables,^ 
had not kept pace with the more o- who, without a warrant, proceeded 
pulent manufacturers in reducing the to search it from top to bottom. In- 
wages of the workmen. The conse*^ dignant at the insult, he determinedi 
queoce of this conduct was the ral- to complain to those from w^ot bo 
lying round him of numbers of work-* expected redress ; and by the advice;;^ 
men, and the jealousy of those wlvo ef a professional gentleman, applied ^ 
had acted upon, a more interested to the magistrates for an explana*; 
syetem. At length, those dissensions tion. Hewasipdeedadvisedtofor- 
with which several parts\}f the coun- bear; but he felt his own iudepen- 
try were, agitated, brok^ out a dence, and, with a boldness inspired 
formidable shape ; and here the pro- by conscious integrity, persevered in 
priety of the plaintiff^s general cod- demanding the cause of such wanton 
ouct was exhibited. He exerteji persecution. The event was such as 
himself to the utmost to check the* might be imagined. The plaintiff was 
progres? Sf those unhappy ebull^ committed to prison. He asked for 
tfons. Government thought it ne- bread, and they gave him a stone, 
^ccssary to interfere ; for outrages Soon after a warrant came down for 
.were committed, which required the his removal from Nottingham, and he 
interposition of a stronger authority was conducted to Coldbath-fields 
tl^an that of individuals. Several of prison, ironed and chained. From 
those who were presumed to have Coldbath-fields he was removed to 
^een implicated were apprehended ; the county gaol of Oxford, where he 
ju8l as It supposed that some remained«tili the ISth of November 
^night bave been improperly sus- following, when he was released. But 
pepted, a subscription was sev on ' he returned with a broken spirit, to 
foot to obtain for the accused the ad- a mother reduced to extreme misery, 
vantages of an able defence — a thing and to a wife broken-hearted. Hia 
the more necessary as,* under auqh conscience was, however, void of of-, 
circumstances, a difficulty nughi a- fence, and he looked forward to in- « 
rise in procuring an unbiassed jury, creased industry foi;the means of di- 
The subscription was madlb minishing th^ calamities into which 

most open roaundl*, and nDUb of those he had been plunged. The jury ' 
who subscribed laboured under would be surprised, that what haa 
slightest imputation of disloyalty for been kept secret from the plaintiff 
tbepart they had taken.* The plain- was published to all Eifjgland by the 
tiff wa^ applied to, to receive tiic sub- Editor of a Newspapes, which as- 
.scriptions. He refused; but on be- turned to dcaivp its authori|y from 
ihg'pressed Consented to perform ther a ^ourae of, unques^tionabie truth, 
office, and asted in hh new capacity The Learned Coun^l believed upon 
to the satisfaction of all. It was his soul, that nis clieot 'was wholly 
wdVthy of remark, that of all who had innocent of the crimes with which 
Seen accused but one was convict- he was thus charged. He was not a 
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member of any political society, nor of the present action ; and that the 
di(|i he take part in the politics of the paper he held in his hand was gra^ 
day. He lived retired with his fa- tuitously circulated through all p&rts 
, milv. He never saw Oliver, nor did of the country without a stamp, and 
he know, except from rumour, that under the pretence of being a speci- 
auch a person existed. When he men of the type: Rfe Scarlett read 
returned to Nottingham, he expect- parts of the libel, and asked why Mr 
ed that his former good character Clement had not home forwardVith’* 
would remove any bad impression his boastedproofs, that he was justified 
that migfit have been made by the in his statements ? The article traced 
disgrace of imprisonment, and that a .down a detailed series of circum- 
futuriiiinvestigation would prove that stances upon a re^lar system. It 
he had been persecuted. What then •'was in»fact a Government manifesto, 
mat have been his feelings, in find- The plaihtiff was described as gra- 
ing the paper now in Court contain- dually advoncing jn sedition, until 
ing an attack upon him, which had he was yestedVith' command, ^nd 
been circulated while he was in pri- actually ab&ut to perform an act of 
eon, an attack calculated to poison tr^son by storming the barracks, 
the mind of every one in whose ear the He was convicted by the Observer of 
name of Ward was sounded, and pub- Being connected with Oliver; of be- 
iished with such an appearance of jpg one of the desperate 
ftttthenticity as to render disbelief* of making war against the King and 
of all its circumstances impossible f his Government ; and of' taking his 
What would the jury thipk upon station among the decided enemies 
hearing it proved that a considera- of his country. All this was attri- 
ble nuinber of papers, each with a buted to a man who was wholly un- 
blank side and without any stamp, connected with political matters, and 
were issued from the Observer Office, who was deprived of all means of re- 
ion Monday, the 10th of November, medy, except that of daring his*ac- 
professing to give an accurate his- cuser to bring forward his authority, 
tory of the disturbances,' and of all a defiance from whiclj Mr CleujjjiTt 
^ose scenes which led to the suspen- shrunk. If this question wf re view* 
sion of Plabeas Corpus, as if the 06 - ed«abstracted from all political con- 
^erv^rhad been made the official organ siderations, what would be the opi- 
of Government ? %Was not this cal- nion of its merits merely with refer- 
culated to affect the tribunals of jus- qnoe to tha? Constitution, by which 
tice, and distort public opinion ? Un- Engla^id had acquired such a high 
der what colour had Mr Clement degree of political glory ? The per- 
presumed to publish d^his calumny, sonal Ijj^erty of an Englishnian was 
and to insinuate that he had authori- bis charlwred privilege ; and if the 
ty not to be shaken for his assertion ? Ij^abeas Corpus Act wa£f at any time 
The Learned Counsel considered the •suspended in consequence of real or 
‘Observer a Respectable paper, but supposed danger, it was a season^ of 
that respectability rendered it more calamity : those who were exposed . 
formidable where character was af- to it were left to the discreyon of 
tacked. It worthy rf obser- 'Ministers, and also subject to the o-^ 
vation, that this^paj^r, which was peration of private malignity. In"^ 
published orf the Monday, did not such an extremity, it became all* 
contain in its Sunday edition a tittle good men to pity those who were 
of ,tbe article which was thfb subject fragged from their houses and iift- 
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inured is a prison* without the op- 
portunity of justification. It became 
e^fy good min to look with gfeat 
jealbusy to the power thus added to 
the autkority of Ministers, as well 
as*to regret tl^ necessity that for a 
■^time destroyed the right, whjch the 
S mnibrtal Blackstofte had described as 
the unfailing security of the British 
Constitution. But what had Mr 
Clement done ? While the unhappy 
plaintiff was within the walls of a pri- 
son, in expectation of being biought ' 
face to face with his accusets ; while 
Government thought it necessary to 
detain him there from a.^j^esumed 
necessity, Mr Clement RatTtJieau- 
.da^ity, the inhumanity, Jto pubIKh 
against tfie helpless and ^andoned 
man, a calumny of the most cffectivh 
kind ; which no one could read with- 
out believing the whole, matter had 
been fully investigated, and the as; 
scttion of Ward’s guilt bottomed on 
Irresistible authprity ? If Ward was 
to be tried, why prejudice the jury 
against ^im; and if not, why fix on 
him for ever the stigma which his im- 
prisonment had already in some de- 
gree given rise to ? This*was what 
^rijiplain tiff had to complain of. The 
turned |md ingenious counsel for 
Mt Clement might attempt to pro- 
^tect his client by general observa- 
*tioos on the Itfierty of the press. 

, He (Mr Scarlett) wohld telUthe 
jury what fie thought of the liberty 
of the press. He considered the 
liberty of the press, and the^lJabeas 
Corpus Act, and trial by' jury, as 
sacred part^of the Constitution, The 

S ople of England had enjoyed th(^ 
arty of the press sinc*e the Uevo- 
. lution; and God forbid they should 
pver Jose It. The liberty of the. 
^'press meant^that all might think as^ 
they p1eased,«aDd publish what thoy 
thought without controul. But that 
liJsLOrty was incompatible with the 
j^ower to destroy private character. 


If that were the. definition of the 
liberty of the press, it would be a 
despotism under which no man cou*)d 
live. This sacred power had been 
abused by Mr Clement, who wielded 
the mighty engine that gave and took 
away character. The person plead- 
ed for was a man of an honest, tem- 
perate life, who had been several 
months a captive without guilt. A* 
gainst this object was the authority^ 

' of the press exercised, against bim^ 

» were the minds of the people poison- ‘ 
ed, by the sting of this publication^ 
which represented him as a man ca- 
pable of treason^ spoil, and revolu- 
tion. Why should this be added to 
the stbek of calamity of him who> 
had been snatched from his family, 
with whom he had enjoyed the sweets 
of his industry too dearly to think of 
•disturbing the land in which his la- 
bours had been rewarded ? With re- 
spect to the damages, it was only ne- 
cessary lo say, that the plaintifi'had 
been traduced when he had no means 
of vindicating himself, and that, the 
injury had gone into extended cir- 
culation by the industry of him to 
whom he owed this outrage upon bis 
feelings. • ^ 

The following evidence was then 
Vailed 

An7i Wardy daughter of the plain- 
tiff, remembered t]^e constables com- 
ing to her father’s house on the 10th 
of June 1817, and searching it; but 
they did not take ^ny thing away. 
They remain^ nearly an houi^ and 
when they retired her father follow- 
ed them. This was on Tuesday; 
and she did.not see her father again 
till she saw him in prisefh on the Sa- 
turday following. He did not return 
ft) his family ^l^the middle «of No- 
veihber iislloying. ^ 

Mr Pat/we, ^solicilor at Notting- 
ham, met the plaintiflT on the street 
on the niglit in question. He ap- 
peared agitated on account of the 
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outrage committed against him, and 
requested witness’s advice how he 
should act. Witness desired him to 
go to the magistrates of the place, 
and demaotl to see the warrant un- 
der which the officers had acted. 

Cross-examined by Mr Gurney, 
•i— In this conversation with the plain- 
tiff, nothing was mentioned about 
plaintiffs having associated with o- 
ther persons who were suspected.. 
Witness could not exactly say how 
far Ward had the misfortune to have' 
incurred suspicion ; but he believt^d 
some suspicion had been excited a- 
gainst him from his having employed 
the attorney who conducted the de- 
fence of the Luddites, executed the 
preceding assize at Leicester. 

The witness proceeded. — There 
was a case reserved for the opinion 
of the twelve Judges, as to the* 
guilt or innocence of certain indi- 
viduals, and upon that ^occasion 
the plaintiff requested the solicitor 
for these prisoners to employ coun- 
sel to defend them. There was 
no imputation upon him. It was 
true he was treasurer for a subscrip- 
tion which had been entered into for 
the purpo^ of relieving the prisoners 
during their confinement ; but what- 
ever suspicion might be entertaine%! 
against him on that account, witness 
had no suspiciontof his being either 
engaged himself, or connected with 
any treasonable practices. Witness 
was himself a^nember of the Pitt 
CluU at Nottingham,* and of minis- 
terial principles ; consequently the 
plaintiff would not have employed 
him, if tainted with treasonable prac- 
tices. It was by witness’s advice 
he went to demand of the magis- 
trates ithe reason wjijrhib house ^hdd^ 
been forcibly entered-* » * 

John Holmes ,is a, lacc maker at 
Nottingham*; he knew Oliver there 
hi June 1817; wiimss.was appre- 
bl^nded and sent to Culdifath-ficlds 


prison. Ward, the plaintiff^ was in 
prison at Nottingham at the saj^e 
tinie as witness, and he sajr*him‘^ 
(Ward) ironed to a man of' the name 
of Haynes, when they%^ere all 
brought to Coldbatli^ekis prison \o- 
gethes. , 

William Cliffe^wfi evidence to thb 
.same effect. 

George Goodger is deputy publish- 
er of the Observer* The sale of the 
paper is very great. Its sale on 
Sundoy, the 9th of November 1817, 
cwas 10,950, and the Monday edition 
2,000, exclusive jof the unstamped 
ones, o5.«ihichl[ie knewmothingwt He 
could hot 'form any idea how they 
%t^*re sent^ out unstamped, they*not. 
having passed through his hands. 
The Monday Observer hud twice, 
yrhen public interest was excited^ 
after the regular publication, pub- 
lished an additional impitisdion upon 
unstamped sheets with a blank 
in the way’ of the one produced. ^ ^ 

Robert Webster is a letter-carrier 
at Derby. On Monday, tlic 10th of 
November 1817, he received a great 
quantity of the Newspapers. 

They were delivered to hina by Mrs 
Katon, the wife of the^gaoler at^e^- 
hy, who desired him to ^istribufe 
them gratuitously. He delivered 
them to the lawyers, the doctors,^ 
and the gentlemen «»f the town. 

^ Uywmas Voolc is a letter-carrier,, 
at*Leicc5ter. He received a quan- 
tity of Monday Observers in Novem* 
her 1447 ; he thought as many as 
200. fife received them at the Post 
yfficc, with his letters ;*and tho^bt 
*it was not usual to receive thenii in 
that way. *^Hc was desired to distri- 
(^utOi them gratuitously, and **did so . 
accordingly. Another Utter-parriejr 
‘ in Leicester received Vlie like quan^ ^ 
Uty of Monday Observers to distri-^* 
butc in the same way. 

This closed the evidence for^the 
plaintiff. 
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^ Mr Ajflolpbus look several objec- 
tiong on account of inaccuracy, but 
they were over-ruled by the Court. 

Mr Gurney then rose to address 
the jury in defence. lie heartily 
concurred in tfie observation of his 
ftlearried friend, thitf political feeling 
ought not to enter into discussions 
at the bar ; at the same time he 
could not help observing that his 
learned friend^s practice little ac- 
corded with his profession. If any 
person had only heard three-fdhrths, 
or four-fifths of his learned friend*! 
very eloquent speedy he*must have 
imagined tliat this was nqyrTH^ action 
against Mr Clcracnt, the pro|frictor 
•of ^he Observer Newspap^, but 
action against the Secretary of Statq 
for illegally imprisoning, and cruplJy 
oppressing ihe plaintiff lii truth; 
he (.\]r Gurney) beli«ved that the 
statement which his learned ft'iendp 
^as instructed to make was much 
mote the object of this action than 
any damages which the plaintiff ccimld 
affect have sustained, or could 
hope to get at the hands of the de- 
fendant. ♦t would, to be ..sure, be 
cjjs^tremely hard if the plaintiff could 
not^Jfve himself the most excellent of 
atl charaeters; and it was to be re- 
collected that the character whrdi 
Jhis learned friend had given the plain- 
tiff was the chai^cter wl^ich the lat- 
ter had chosen to give of himsf?lf« 
for his learned friend, he be!ieve*d, 
knew as little of Frank Ward as he 
did of any other man whom ^^?^had 
never seen ^befor*e, learned 

friend, however, in the course of his 
address, had let out somq things that* 
w«?re jrgther extraordinary — some 
• things V Jittje inconsistent w ith what 
every fnan knew as matter of history « 
• — some ihinjis which would excite^ 
in one's mind a suspicion that th% 
plaintiff really could not have sus- 
imned any injury of damage from 
this pubJicuTion. His learned friend 


would represent to the jury, that the 
shocking outrages which were com- 
mitted in the neighbourhood of Not- 
tingham, which called for the inter- 
ference oftheLegislature^ and which 
produced in that district a reign of 
terror, arose from the joppression and 
cruelty of the masters towards their 
journeymen ; and that Mr Ward, re= 
collecting that he had once* himself 
<*been a poor journeyman, would not 
^ treat those persons in the oppressive 
manner inwhicli they had been treat- 
ed by other masters. This repre- 
sentation of his f riend's was not quite 
true ; but whatever was the cause of 
those disturbances, it was foreign to 
the matter before the jury. His 
learned friend, however, who dis- 
claimed all idea of introducing any 
j)oUtical discussions, thought proper 
to pursue the very course he dis- 
claimed ; but he (Mr Gurney) should 
not follow the example of his learn- 
ed friend in this respect. He w^as 
not here to consider the wisdom of 
the law passed on that occasion ; he 
was merely to assist in the adminis- 
tration of ilie law. He (Mr Gur- 
ney) would yield to no man, not even 
to his learded friend, in his attach- 
jnsnt to the constitution of his coun- 
try ; he would not yield to his learn- 
ed friend in his reverence for the 
Habeas Corpus Acff, which had been 
called the Palladium of English li- 
berty. But if the Legislature should 
think proper to suspend that act, 
so far as reganled treasonable prac- 
tices, he (Mr Gurney) begged leave 
to state, that the condition of the 
subjects of this country ^as infinite- 
ly removed from that his learned 
fjjiend had described. The greatest 
parf of his leih-lied friend’s speech 
was add/^ssed to thi^point, namely, 
that Mr Ward/wh9, when he ceas- 
ed to be sure of the approbation, 
and ceased .to be an object of con- 
fidence wHth one set of persons, had 
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become an object of distrust and SU8- Did they believe that those who 
picioD with all ; that Mr Ward was thought ill of him befofe, would 
arrested under a charge of treason- think worse of him* for the atticle* ' 
able practices, and confined from the which had appeared in the' Observer ? 
10th of June till the^l 3th of Novem- Did they believe that those who 
ber ; and that every possible attempt thought well of him before, w6uid 
was made to excite unfavourable think^ the worse of him by reading 
feelings respecting him. But surely the supposed libbl ? If they did not, 
if Mr Ward^s imprisonment were the why then what injury could this 
act of the executive authority, and plaintifFhave sustained, which would • 
if the defendant were ignorant of entitle him to call upon the jury 
the object of it, not one word said for any amount of damages against 
upon this subject could be applica-^ the defendant ? But there was one 
ble to the case of Mr Clement, who ofeature*in this case which would at 
could have nothing to do with the once decide the point for their con- 
plaintifF's imprisot\ment. If the de- siderat^. The plaintiff statod* in 
feodant had nothing to do with that his tjiat he had de- 

act, surely -the introduction of such ^rvedly acquired *the good opinion 
a topic could only be for the purpose of his feHow subjects ; and that for 
of exciting an undue impression a- *the purpose of bringing him into 
gainst him. His learned friend had ^pu^lic scandal, infamy, and disgrace,^ 
atated that . the plaintiff had i)eeA the libel in q^uestion was published ; 
ground down and oppressecl. The ^ and. it concluded by alleging that 
jury were not to assume that merely divers of his neighbours had thoutglit 
on the statement of his learped the worst of him on that accq^uift..-- 
friend, who had also said thatlbe If^this were the case, why did he not 
plaintiff was deprived of the means bring his action amongh (tis neigli- 
of seeking redress, in consequence hours ? Why did not he who lived 
of the passing of an act of indem- in Nottingham, and wjto told* the 
nity. it was true the Legislature jury tJiat he had lost the good opi- 
had passed an act of •indemnity; nion and high estimation of his 
and amongst other reasons assigned hours, in consequence of ^this pub!i- 
for that measure were, first, because cation, try this case where his cha- 
it was notorious that a treasonable racter and conduct were best known, 
conspiracy had existed in the coun- amongst those nci^)bours whose es*^ 
try ; and next, that it would not be ^timation ht averred he had lost by^ 
fit or proper that the lives of those *tkis ijibcl ? He (Mr Garney) must 
who had giveiv information of such say, that the conduct of the plaintiff, 
conspiracy should h^put in hazard in his action 120 miles from 

from the malice of their enemies, Nottmgifeam, in a^placewhere he was 
were their names publislicd abroad, utterly unknown, wa^ the clearest 
But these conslderatioi^ had nothing • and most decisive proof he had suf- 
4o do with *thc question now before fered no ddmage whatever. Nothing 
the Courtf which simply and solely wa%more clear than that a.Yftan whq 
was, what injury Jbe plaintiff IfttL complained of being itfiurei^ in the 
sustained froip the defendant? This* estimation of his neighbours, and had 
was the 4p|gle^ question for* the con- tin fact suffered that, injury, woulcf 
sideration bf the jur^. Did they be- bring his action amon^ those neigh- 
iieve that the plaintiff had sustained hours, instead of waiting for a«con- 
any injury from this publication ? siderablc length of time, and 
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bringing it before a jury by whom he 
was unknown;, when, in fact, he 
might hav.e tried his case at Notting-^ 
ham either in March or July last. 
Su(;|[i conduct on the part of the de- 
fendant was * d^isive judgment a- 
]|^ainst himself. mi t ting, •how- 

ever, that the plaintiff was entitled 
to awerdict, the only remaining ques- 
‘ tion was the amount, of damages. 
The defendant had put no justidca^ 
tion on the record, and therefore he 
had not aggravated the supposed 
cause of offence. The jury should* 
recollect, that theamount Of damages 
they^hould give must be^m^sured 
by the amount o^the injury ; add 
whotodid nat bring his actieit and tr^ 
his case where he affected to have^ 
^received the injury, and whefe the 
injury could have been best estima-* 
ted, gave the strongest jUdgmept 
against hTmself that the injury had# 
bpen little or none. 

^ The Chief-Justice, in charging 
tlie jury, said, no man could doubt 
that tlie^attcr contained in the al- 
leged libel was calculated to injure 
the dharact^r of the plaintiff,; and as 
n <kaU eropt had been made to justify 
ititllb* necessary consequence was, 
tliat it must be taken to be untrue. 
^Several topics had been addressed 
vjio the jury, on the one side and on 
the other, whicif, in hisj^ordship^s 
•humble judgment, could in no 
be involvecTin the case. Thisfjourt 
had nothing to do with the policy or 
impolicy of the Legislature np^Ris- 
pending the^ Habeas Corpus Act; 
whether the* long dethil of matter 
.contained in the libel wasjtruc or un- 
true h^d nothing to do with the 
; question ‘which the Jury were tO^ry^ 
tW only consideration being the da- 
jmage which tffe plaintiff had sustain- 
^ed by hjtving his name*coupled witif 
the disgraceful and highly criminal 
aqjLs^detailed in the; libel. it ap- 
peared that' This statement was pub-. 


lished .at the time the plaintiff was 
in confinement upon charges for 
which he was likely to be brought 
to trial ; and certainly such a publi- 
cation was calculated to prejudice 
the minds of those by whom he 
would probably have been tried, had 
the proceedings gone further. No- 
thing was more improper than pub* 
lications tending to prejudice the 
rcases of persons merely committed, 
on suspicion of offences, because no- 
thing was more likely to affect the 
interests of public justice. It had 
been very properly observed, that 
the plaintiff had •declined to bring 
his actjpn at Nottingham, where his 
character might be supposed to* be 
best known ; and the jury would take 
that circumstance into consideration 
in estimating the damages ; and in 
doing so they would exercise that 
temper and discretion which the due 
administration of justice required. 

The jury' retired for about half an 
hour, and returned a verdict for the 
plaintiff'. — Damages L.600. 

Spring jlssizes, Lancaster^ April. 

Private Libel. 

• 

Mr J. Edward Taylor, a resspect- 
able cotton- broker of Manchester, 
was indicted by MP J. Greenwood, 
boroughreeve of Salford, for having 
libelled his character, in writing 
him a letter in wlflch the terms 
liar^ slandercr^^ and scoundrel^ were 
applied to him. 

Mr Scarlett having stated to the 
* jury tfee malignity of the^offence, 

Mr Taylor rose (being attended 
his attorney^ and delivered a 
•speech to the jniy, in which hie pro- 
tested ag!Bnst*the mode of conduct- 
ing criminal prosecutions in cases 
of libel, charged the jury to make 
themselves judges both of the law 
and the tact, and proved the fol- 



u 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER 1819. 


Jo\vir\g facts in justification of the 
epithets applieil to Greenwood : In 
July last a public meeting was called 
in Salford, for the purpose of choo- 
sing four assessors, and Mr Taylor’s 
name was one of the number. When 
his name was called over, Greenwood 
said, I think I heard some one ob- 
ject to Taylor.” Some person then 
said, “ Who is Taylor To whom 
Greenwood replied, “ O, one of 
those reformers who go about the 
country making long speeches 
adding, ** I understand he was the 
author of a band-bill in 1812, head- 
ed * Noto or never which caused the 
mob to set fire to the Exchange.’^ 
In consequence of this asserfion Mr 
Taylor’s name was struck off the list, 
and another substituted in ita place. 
In a day or two Mr Taylor heard of 
the calumny Greenwood had throwif 
upon him, and sent a polite note, re- 
questing to know his authority for 
the statement he had made! To this 
note no reply was sent *A second 
met the same fate ; when Taylor 
thought proper to cause a respect- 
able friend to wait on Greenwood, 
and demand an explanation. This 
friend, Greenwood thoi^ht proper 
to insult, by advising him to mind 
his own business, and not to iif- 
terfere in politics ; treated Taylor’s 
name ivith gres^t disrespect ; said 
he wished to have nothing to do 
with him ; and added, You may 
tell him what y^u like.’* These cir- 
cumstances led Taylgr to write and 
tell Greenwood, that, as he refused 
to give his authority for having used 
such expressions, he ^hould consi- < 
der him the author of the calumny ; 
that he was “ a liar, a slanderer, and 
a scoundrel an^ /hat lie slioiHd^ 
take the earlipst oppoftuaily oftell-* 


ing him so personally. In Ins de- 
fence Mr Taylor took an opportuni- 
ty of ridiculing the jt'ecknicals of the 
‘ indictment, which charged him with 
being of a wicked, malicious, and 
evil disposition, and: apologised'^ to 
the bar for invading their province. . 

Mr Scarlett, id his reply, deliver'- 
ed an address to the gentlemen of 
the robe, something' in the manner 
of the silversmith of Ephesus, and 
stated that their craft was in danger. 
He nyminded the defendant of his 
temerity, and said, if he had em- 
ployed any of thejearned gentlemen 
around Kim, it would have slaved 
mudv^timb to the Court. They 
yfiuld have praycd'for a mitigatiou 
of punfsliment, and the sentence 
^ould have been so much more le- 
nient than it could possibly be ex- 
pected now,^ seeing the defendant, 
^nad indulged in new and reiterated 
calumnies against the prosecutors 
Baron Wood, in summing up, toM 
the jury he thought Greenwood’s 
advice to Mr Taylor’s frie^tl' respect- 
ing politics very seasonable ; that he 
did not know whether Taylor did go 
about making long speeches, but 
that he had made one there thii^Klhy 
long enough ; that it^ was^the regu- 
lar course such defendants as this 
to go to London to receive sentence ; ■ 
and if they had any rccommendaf*"' 
tian to make when they delivered, 
Itfccir^ verdict, it would bo* considered 
in mitigation of punishment, when 
sci^tqnire came to be passed upon 
him. » 

The jury retired, and were cunfi- 
► fted during eleven hours and fivb mi- 
nutes withbut fire, candle, of fqod.' 
At length they were escorti^to thej 
Judge’s bed-room, where tli^ deli- 
vered their verdict of• 1 ^^o/ Guilty. ‘ ^ 
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Court of Kiug'i Bench^ Adjourned Parkins ordered the public door of 
Sittings at Guildkallf Tuesday^ the Court to be opened. The rtt^Jh 
* October 12. was tremendous ; but fVqm the pni*^ 

dent prebautiops which had been 
Blasphemous Libel. taken» the Court was immediately 

* * • . filled without any accident. 

. The King v. Richard Car^.! le. The following is an abstract of the 
• ‘ * several counts of the indictment, 

(ruildhall, and all the ^avenues charging the defender with the pub* 
leading to it,, were this morning lication of several impious ahd bias- 
crowded to excess with individuals ^hemous libels against the Christian 
anxious to obtain Jidmission to hear religion. 

the trial of the demndant for tlse re- * The first count charged, that 
publication of Paine’s Rk^hard Carlile, late of London, 

The, sheriffs made e^ery possible pre- bookseller, being a wicked, impious^ 
paralion to prevent the 4Spnfusion and ill-disposed person, &c. did, on 
usually resulting/rom so*nu^r(ms the 17th of December, and in the 
an assemblage- *Tlie City.Marsha^ 59th year of the reign of our present 
were directed by the Lord Mayor Sovereign Lord George theThird,&c. 
Co' be in attendance, with a body of print and publish a certain scanda- 
constables to aid in preserving order,^ tons, impious, and blasphemous libel, 
and every other necessity precaution bf and concerning, that part of the 
was adopted: Within the llall, and. Holy Bible which is called the Old 
innhe immediate avenues of the TestameqC, according to the tenor 
Court, barriers and strong railings and effect following, that is to say, 
were erected to counteract the ef- *• Whenever we read the obscene 
fccts of aU^gpg pressure, and hatches stories, the voluptuons debaucheries, 
were constructed, which precluded the cruel and torturous executions, 
the* •admission of more than one and the unrelenting vindictiveness, 
person at a time. Across tliat part withwhichmorc than half the Bible,” 
oi^thii^ourt wjiich is usually appro- (meaning the Old Testament,) is 
pfiat^ tp the public, two strong nllcd, it would be more consistent 
oeams were introduced, within %- fliat we called it the word of a De-* 
bout six feet of each other ; so that nion than the word of God. It is a 
£he inconvenicnoe which would have history of wickedness , that has served 
resulted from the inflSx -'of Sh^ to corrupt aind brutalise mankind.” 
crowd was tomplelely obviateci In The second and other counts 
order to give' the gentlemen c^- charged the pul)lica4ion of several 
nected with the public pres.4,jih^e . libels, which ihey respectively set 
facilities which arebo essential to the forth in similar terms. ** Did the 

S erformance’ of their duties, tl^ book called the Bible,” (meaning 
heriffs had given directions that* the Old Tesfaament,) excel in pu- 
tfacy should be admitted, *at an early rity of ideas and expression, all the 
hour^ By a back entrance ; anckDhey books that are now exeunt in the 
remaiq^d iif a private room till the ,, World, 1 would Ipot take it ibr my 
arrival of the*ofiicers of the Court, • rule of fmh <«s beiijg the word of 
l)y whom they were afforded every God, be*cause the possibility would, 
accommodation consistent with the nevertheless, exist of nly being im- 
sije^f the building, posed upon but when I see through - 

^\.hoiir ni«iia n^Hfirk Mr Slipiilf out the sfi*pnter nart of this book- 
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scarcdy any thing but a history of 
tM grossest vices, and a collection 
of the most paltry and contemptible 
tales, 1 cannot dishQnour my Crea- 
tor by calling it by his name.” 

Third count. — “ To charge the 
commission of acts upon the Al- 
mighty, which in their own nature* 
end by every rule of moral jus- 
tice* are crimes* as all assassination 
is* and more especially the assassina-* 
tion of infants, is matter of serious 
concern. The Bible tells usthatthose^ 
assassinations were done by the 
press command of God. To believe* 
therefore* the Bible to be true* #e 
must unbelieve all our belief in the 
moral justice of God ; for wherein 
could crying or smiling infants of- 
fend ? And to read the 6ible with- 
out horror* we must undo every 
thing that is tender* sympathising^ 
and benevolent in the heart of man. 
Speaking for myself, if I ];iad no o- 
ther evidence that the Bible is fabu- 
lous than the sacrifice 1 must make 
to believe it to be true* that alone 
would be suificient to determine my 
choice.” 

Fourth count . — ** It,” (meaning 
the Old Testament,) ft a book of 
lies, wickedness, and blasphemy.” ^ 
Fifth count. — “ As it is nothing 
extraordinary, that a woman should 
be with child before she is married, 
and that the son she might bring 
forth should be executed* even un- 
justly, I see n<F reason for not belie- 
vingithat such a woman as Mary,” . 
(meaning the blessed Virgin Mary,) 
and such men as Joseph and Jesus,” 
(meaning ojir Saviour Jesus Christ,) ' 
existed; their mere existence is a 
matter of indiifcicncc, about whi^h 
there ft no ground^# believe or^diS'** 
believe, and w^hich comc^nder the* 
common head of — k may be so, and 
what then ?* The probability, how- 
ever/ is* that there were such per- 
sons* or at least such asVesembled 


them in part of the otreumstaneef* 
because almost all romantic stories 
have been suggested Iby some actual 
circumstances— as the adventures of 
Robinson Crusoe* not a word^ of 
which is true* were suggested bylhe 
case o^ AlexatideV Selkirk. It is not 
then the existisnc%* or non-exisfeneb 
of the persons that I trouble myself 
about, u is thb fable of Jesus Christ* 
as told iu the New Testament* and 
the wild and visio|ary doctrine raised 
fherecn* against which I contend. 
^The stoVy* taking it as it is told* is 
blasphemeusly^ obscene. It gives an 
accoun^f a young woman engoged 
t^be/l&arr*ed ; an^ while under this 
/^agem^t she is debauched ^y a 
ghost* under the impious pretence* 
(Lul^e* chap. i. ver. 35.*) that the 
rHoly Ghost shall come upon thee* ' 
and the pow^r^ of the Highest shall 
overshadow thee.” 

Sixth epunt — ** What is it theTes- 
tament**^ (meaning the New Testa- 
ment) ” teaches us? To believe that 
the Almighty committec^^^auchcry 
with a woman engaged Co be mar- 
ried! Apd the belief in this debauch- 
ery is called Faith !” ^ 

Seventh count.—” But tha;^c4se 
is, that people have beenjsoTong^iii 
tlfe habit of reading the books called 
the Bible,” (meaning the Old Tes* 
lament,) “ and Testament,” (mean- 
ing the New Testament,)” with their« f 
eyes ihut, and their senset^ locked vfp* 
tbdt the mo&t stupid inconsistencies 
hani'cpasscd on them for truth, and 
imposition for pFopliecy. The all- 
prUe Creator hath beed dishonoured < 
by being ipade the author of fable* 
and the human mind degraded by be- 
lieving it. 1 forbear maktnjgaiiy re» 
mark on this abominable imaosiiien 
of Matthew; the thing glaringly 
Speaks for itself; it is priests and 
commentators that i ought rather^ 
to censure for having preached idlsc- 
.hoods SO long* and kept people* in 
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darknesf with respeel to tho^e imposi- posed tbemselvei ca{)&ble« wot^ld jtH- 
tioiis. I have noW| reader, gone umphantly their, skjll id '^9^* 
through and e^amujf d # the passa- oism, and U dowiD as a glarii^lm 

ges which the of Mat* position ; bjotiiioc® the books hi 

thew, Mark, quote tion beli^ to their owit tfide an<|l: 

froiw the Oldt l^eAbabeht, and call, profmion, they, or at least many 
prophecies of Jesus Ch^t When of ^em, seek to stifle every induiry 
rjBrst sat down toi ihia exaAina- into them,* and abuse those who have 
tion, 1 expected to find cause for the honesty and courage to do it’* 
some censure ; biit little did'Iexpept <5 {Tow, had the news of salvition.by, 
to find them so nttsrlx.'des^tu^/m|4;j^sas Christ been inscribed on tbOc 
truth, a^ of all preteurions toit^rds^ fltce of tbeSun and Moon in characM^'^* 
I have mewn them be. The jyrac* . iers that all nations would have 
tice which the writers d^f those woks ^ de^lood^ the whole earth had known' 
employ is not iq^e false t|fan it is ; it m twehty*foUr hours,' and all na- 
abstird. They stata ^oui^ trifling ttons would have believed it. Where*, 
case of the person they dAl ^jj^^ as, though it is almost 2,000 years 
Christ, and then cut put a sep^en^^ since," as they tell us, Christ came, 
frbm^oroe^passage of the Old Tes*^ upon earth, not a twentieth part of 
lament, and call it a prophecy of* the people. of the earth know any 
that case. But when; the words thus thing of it ; and of those who do, the 
cut out are restored to the plpj^ they *^est pArt do hot believe it.’’ ** The^ 
are taken fregn, and r^d:/wi^ the >8tory of Jesus Christ has not onel 
words before and after. tbeip, tLbe^ * trait, eitheV in its character or in the 
give the He to the New Tei^llthiebt.’’ means employed, that bears Che least o 
<< These repeated JRdilrgeries pud resemblance to the power andwis-,, 

cations c r^te a well-founded dom of God, as demonstrated in the 

cion, tharlHl the cases spoken of CreaiidU'of the Universr; All the 
concerning the person called Jesus means are human means, slow, un- 
Christ are made cases on pui^oseto certain, and inadequate to the ac* 
lug^D^nd that very clumsily, some compllsbmept of the end proposed,- 
br^dtol^entencea from the Old Tes- and therefore the whole is a fabulous, 
j^ent, aifti apply them as prophe- inventidhMnd undeserving of credit*, 
ipies of those cases ; and that so far I will define wiiat it is : he that be^ 
rrfm his being the Son of God, he lieves in the story of^Christ is an in- 
did not exist even^as a mae ; thatlj^e fidel to God.” 
ft ipp^ly an^imaginary, or alleeori- * The eighthand ninth counts mere- 
cak;i^aracter, as Apollo, HerculesJ ly repeat the above blasphemies. 
Jupiter, and all the deities ofi an^ Tenth count.—** For my own part, 
qmty were. There is no hilsCbry 1 do not believS there is one ^brd 
written at the time Jesus Christ is of historical truth in the whole book,” 
s£4.,^ have lived that speaks of the* .(meaning the New Testament.) ** I 
eKjbt^pe of such a person even as look Upon it at best to be » romance, 
mknf wo find in any other book, the principal personage of^ which is 
nreieiiSpag ta give a system of Ve- * anemaginary, or allegorical cbarac- 
ligTUnj; fifm ifds^oods, Jalsifications, /Ur, ibundej^ ugon^ome tale, dbd in 
contradictions, and absui;i^£les, which ^ which the moral is in* many parts 
aretobemetwithinalmostevurypage good, and the darrcttive.part very 
of thc^Old and New^Testament, all the badly and blunderingly written.” 
priests of the^present day, who sup- ^ 
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To this information the defendant terfercnce with the liberty of the 
pleaded Not Guilty* press, and freedom of discussion ; 

At 25 minutes* aRer nine the At- because he was oonSdent, that«if1thc 
torney-General, the Solicitor-Gcne* jury were not already acquainted 
ral, Mr Gurney, and Mr Littledale, with the charge (os possibly some of 
the Counsel for the Crown, arrived, them might be miapj^ainted with it,) 
and took tlieir seats. whei^ it had been plainly stated, ac,- 

At half past nine the Lord Chief- companied by the few observations 
Justice, took his seat on the Bench, that he had to make, the warmest 
The cause of The King against friend loathe liberty of the press 
Carlile” was then called on. ’ ^ would be convinced that he (the At- 

After this Mr Bellamy pi^ocec^- totney-General) would hasrc failed 
ed to call over the jury, when on)^ in duty had he ab&taidhd from 
eight special jurymen answered toc bringing forward the present prose- 
their names. They were as fol- cution. «It had long been the boast 
low Charles \yood, Robert Hut- of the Qjeopld oT this countiy^ that 
chinson, John Hanlon, George Har- live'under the most benign le- 

vey, A. C. Allen, John Wilson, Hi- that had eVer been known to 

chard Chambers, and William Par-^ mankinfl. It must necessarily be so, 
ker. Esquires.^ * as it was a religion emanating froin 

Four talesmen were then drawn, the Deity himself The Chnstian 
1 whose names were, Robert Plaitt,* religion was part of the law of the 
George Coutts, John Triggy, and^ land. When, therefore, t!>edettndant 
Matthew Hollyer. * contended, that the pi esent info^ma- 

As the jury were aRout to be tion was founded on no law, heda<r 
sworn, Mr Carlilc rose and objected boured under one of the greatest 
to the competency of the Court to mistakes into which a m^ had ever 
try the charge now brought forward fallen. Fortunate, indeed, would it 
against him. He was not aware of be for him were there no lawjdndcr 
any law on which the picsent prose- which^n offence like that with which 
cution could be maintained. he was charged could be puu^ed. 

The Chief- Justice observed, that as in that case he nfight ho(fe%tan 
the Court was certainly competent acquittal. This must be^his only re- 
to try any information exhibited by liance; for in no other case could h6->. 
his Majesty^s Attorney-General. If hope the verdict gf a jury would-be 
the prosecution were unfounded in ^vourablc to him. It would be idlo^ 
law, that would be an important ar-* ior^him, after the oathsaaken by th^' 
gument to th^ defence. declaim on the excellence of 

Carlile. — 1 pjptest against the \^ha^*religion which formed part of 
procedure. . ttm Constitution of this country. 

Mr Campbell shortly opened the They wxre sitting there under the 
pleadings. ^ • •sanction of that religion, which had 

The AUorney-General then rose, been rc^'led and defamed bv this 
and commenced by observing, that it pq^lication of the defendftf^. 
affor/lcd him greas, satisfaction tt^re- ' lived under it, and by tlieir oaths had 
fleet, that, op this"occa‘?v'n, he ^oulll pledged themselves^to its Veracity, 
not have to Vincountcr those preju-, it was for tbein to determine in their 
dices, which sometimes were very own hearts, whether that religioi?^ 
naturally excited in the minds of which formed the ground- worl^ of our 
Englishmen, from jeafousy of all in- civil, as well as of ou{ other insc^itu- 
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lions, and under the sanction of which Taylor, it was proved, had callefre- 
justice was administered, was to be ligion a cheat, and declared that lie 
treated as a faMe and an imposture, feared neither God, nor DevIL Bh* 

A few words might be neces- ing on his trial, he owned the words, 
sary as to the.prmcu^aofChristiani- and endeavoured to show that p^t 
ty heinga p^rt'nifaliMawoftheland of, them had been uttered with a 
Tliat it was, ^ppe^^iiinquestion- meaning different from that which 
%ble 4 and indeed were had^een supposed to attach to them.' 

not already satisfied upWthat point, l^e judge decided, that to say that 
what security was there that they -religion was a cheat, was not^only an 
would return an Imnei^ and imparti^/ offence against religion, but also an 
verdict ? In siich a case he mi^ht id- ^ofiience against the Taw, asJt went to 
most say that they would commn per- s dissolve all those obligations which 
jury ; for by their oaths they haa pro^ , hq|d society together. This-^as tber; 
fessed that it w^op Christianity thOy decision of Sir Matthi^w Hale, who - 
rested their hopes ^fdtappiness here said, that to revile the Christian te« 
and hereafter. Unless tlierefqjethe ligion was. not* only an offence a- 
defendant could wipe away thatcbhfa, gainst <jod, but also against the law 
he could have little hope tvf a deer^ of the State, and the Government of 
sion- favourable to him ; he would aI-» the Realra.*^ Taylor was convicted, 
most say, that unless they could be and received the punishment he de- 
purged from that solemn ObbgatSan,* served. If necessary, parliamentary 
it would beimpossible*for;fahn to bb. enactments might be. adduced to 
aciguitted of the offence laid to. his* show that the Legislature had always 
qliarge. He wmuld now state, that considered it in the same light ; and 
which was well known to. his Lord- that at every period of our history, 
ship, as ^ the proper time he would persons so charged were liable to an- 
state to nBUn, tnat to, revile, with a swer in a court of criminal judica- 
view to bring into contempt, the ture. The next' case was that of 
Christian Religion, yras contrary to Wool&ton in the reign of George II. 
.tl^J^mmon Law of the land. It was . This persoy was prosecuted for wri- ^ 
offence against various sta- tftgugainst the miracles. On mo- 
tutes. should, therefore, findpo ving an arrest of judgment, the de- 
difficulty in showing, that that with fendant again attempted to impugn 
which the defendant was charged the belief professedly all Christians* 
must always be ftgardedas a criyii- The Court, how^ever, would not to- 
* nal offence* for which the party com^ leratc it, and observed, that although 
mitting it is liable to punishmcij. it would not take notjee of the dis^- 
The first case to which he would.wil cussions of learned nien on particu- 
th,eir attention occurred in th'b time Tar points, ft \^as forbidden to thake 
. o&King Chajrles II., and was tried a general attack on the Christian 
.before, Sir Matthew Hale. It wa* , religion. In this case also convic- 
an iafprmation against 9 person of tion followed. He might refer to 
thdViai^e of Taylor, for merely utter- what took place at a la^er period, 
Tjng blasphemous expressions.** Lfe when one Williams had sent forfh 
Wottidhot dis^st the jury by repeat- *the<6ame jgfambfis and blaspUhmous 
‘ing the whole words hy had uttered| publicatwn wTiich waft* the subject of 
, as they were horrible to hear, though the present prdseentioru On that 
not worse than those which had been occasion the defendagt was prosc- 
pubTislicd by the present defendant, cuted by ^n*advocate who had ever 
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been distinguished among the friends 
* ojf free discussion and the liberty 
of the press, the present Lord £r- 
skine. On that occasion the defen- 
dant was convicted, after an at- 
tempt to defend the publication. In 
1812 a person of the name of Eaton 
disseminated the same doctrines*^ Ha 
was tried before Lord Ellenborought 
but was it held by the learned per^ 
sons engaged on that occasion, that 
to revile the Christian relifiion was^ 
not contrary to the law of the land ^ 
No such a doctrine obtained these ; 
and successive juries and successive 
courts had found, successive defen- 
dants guilty of a serious offence a- 
gainst the laws of their cduntfy. The 
next question was, had the defen- 
dant violated the law, in uttering a 
work filled with the most impious 
and dangerous doctrines i If it were 
admitted that the Christian religion 
was a part of the law of the land, 
it remained to be shown wliether or 
not the defendant had violated that 
law by publishing one of the most 
abominable, disgusting, and wicked 
attacks on religion that had ever ap- 
peared in the world. Ihe first at- 
w tack had been made on the Old Tes- 
tament, as the writer knew tlmt 
throwing discredit on that was tnb 
readiest way to bring the New Tes- 
tament also intoidiscrcdit. The At- 
torney-General then read from the 
first count the part beginning with 
the words, Wihenever we read,” Ac, 
and^ending with brptalize and cor<i 
rupt mankind.” He would put it to 
the jury, what their feelings must be 
if they found such a f:^per put into * 
the hands df tlicir offspring and do- 
mestics. He then read exti acts from 
the second, third, gryl fourth counfs,^ 
the last concluding Twtftasthe aSser-* 
tion that the l^ible ijb a bodk of lies, 
wickedness,* and blasphemy. This 
was the conclusioo to w.hich the au- 
thor had arrived. He could not but 


anticipitate its effect on tlic jury, 
and wished he could, consistently 
with hk duty, idvatahi from the still 
more shocking blasphemies against 
the New TtSi^ment and against 
the name Saviour. The 

Learned Qgf^Ieniaa then read from, 
the fifth ^C0unt* the passages be- 
ginning Wftb the words, «« As it is 
nothing eiftfadtdinaiy that a woman 
abould oewith child,” Ac., and end- 
ing with ” the power of the Highest 
shall* overshadow thee.” Are we 
diving (said the Attorney-General) 
in a Clirip^ian age i^Do we profess 
a religioj) at hll ? Surely it ipight 
h^otrbeexT expected that the most 
^i^^tical person, that the greatest 
infidel, should have paused before he 
•wrote such a paragraph. The^wrh. 

^ ter talked of toe possibility that the * 
Christian religion might be true. 
^Wbat then must be tlie feelings of 
*6uchamanin his last momentspin 
the contemplation of that possibility, m 
to reflect on what incalculable mis- 
chief he might have bee^the author 
of, to consider how far {ne poison of 
his doctrines had circulated amofigst 
the ignSrant and uninquiring ? The 
Learned Gentleman then comjpisnt- 
ed on the remaining coun^ fof (&e 
ixkdictroent. Assuming Christianity 
to be the law of the land, he would 
ask them, if he not proved that 
the defendant had offended the law ? # 
*li[adj)e, or bad he not,« reviled the* 
Christian religion } This was the 
they were called on to de- 
cide. lie knew that it had been re- 
resented, by some persons out^of , 
oors, that this was an attemjpt to 
proi>ccute for diffeiences of opiryon. 
Tbi^be denied. Christianity, indeed,, 
stood in no need of prosecutjphs for 
its support : it stoodo upon a rock 
Irom which mo infidelity could re- 
move it. To use the words of Mr 
Locke, The religion of tlie country 
had God for its author, fSalvation ibr 
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its cn(]» and trutlif without any mix- 
ture of>eccai:« for its subject and mat- 
te^”* This prdseoution was not in- 
stituted for the purpose of oppress- 
ing any parti|jo^ individual ; but 
hr* the purpo^**oAi^eventing the 
ower and illherate classes of society 
fVom*having their fkith aappea, and 
their minds diverted from those prin*- 
ciples of morality which were so 
powerfully inculcated by the Chris- 
tian religion. The Oospel had been 
iirst preachdd to the poor, bec^se it 
3ffered, amiust all the miseries or« 
privations to 'which tbeyjnight be 
loongedy the best Snd purest conso- 
lation. It was not for him to d^gtate 
to the jury the faith which they wftre 
to fhllow. *He had stated*to them* 
wlmt he apprehended was clearly the* 
law on this 8i|ibject| namely, that to « 
ridicule Christianity was an offence* 
It common law. Thaf offence was 
imputed to the defendant in thepre-* 
sent indictment. The eyes of the 
country (he said) were upon them : 
iM the r^ligibusi all the morali all the 
dunking pirft of mankind were wait- 
ng^^nxiously their decision in this 
:ase. If the defendant had Commit- 
icdu^noffence, (and that he had, in 
ation* no man alive could 
9ntortaia*a doubt, after hearing t]ie 
passages which he had read,) he was 
mre he need not^ call upon them to 
PC firm in the conscientious discharge 
Lrf their duty. It only remainejd foif 
lim to prove the case which he hatl 
>tated, which he should do yjsiy 
ihortly, by proving the sale oi the 
pook by the defendant. And unless 
they had made up their minds th 
tre^t as nothing the soleSnn obliga- 
tion o^»the oath which they had ta- 
•cen, i^nd tOi consider Christianity ad 
I fable and \ gross imposition, he 
Kras satisfied upon the fgets, that they 
would find a verdict against the de- 
fendant. 

^The Solicitor-General now called 
Mr Griffin Swanson, who. on bcimr 


bworn, deposed, that be was clerk to 
the Solicitors of the Treasury. On 
the 17th of December last he wejft 
to the house of the defendant in 
Fleet Street. He saw the defendant 
himself, and asked him for Paine’s 
Ag6 of Reason. He delivered it to 
witness, and charged him for it lOs. 6d. 
They had very little conversation. 
Mr Carlile knew witness to Jbe the 
clerk to the Solicitors to the Trea- 
sury, and sent his complim'ents to Mr 
Maule; adding, if he would allow him 
to pat his Christmas dinner at homci 
he would be prepared to meet him. 

Cross-examined by Mr Carlile.— 
Was there any h&itation on my part 
to serve you ? 

Witness.— None at all. You did 
it rather cheerfully. You asked me 
if I did not want half a dozen copies. 
• Mr Carlile having admitted, that 
the passages in the book corre- 
sponded with»the passages set forth 
in the information, proceeded to 
address the jury in his defence to 
the following effect : — The time 
had now arrived for him to enter 
upon his defence, and he did so 
under a deep impression of the im- 
portance oj the subject. The ques- 
tjftn was no other than whether, m 
wi^is country, the doctrines of any 
sect were to be considered as infal- 
lible, and whether p man should be 
tolerated in entertaining opinions 
which experience and reflection had 
established in his mind. He hopedfor 
the candid and patientlatteniiongf the 
jury; for it was necessary on this Occa- 
sion to review the history of religi- 
ous establishments, as well as to exa- 
mine the valiclity of religious systems. 
He was convinced that he should be 
able to prove thatPaine’s Age of Rea* 
?son*was a^ork'Of utility, anef moral 
in its object and its tefAlency, instead 
of being a wicked and blasphemous 
publication, as was falsely stated in 
the indic^nbnt. The Attorney-Ge- 
neral had commenced his speech 
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with a repetition of mere common- 
places ; and as to religion it was a 
mere parody upon the harangues of 
all Attomey-Gcnerajs who had gone 
before him. He had talked, as they 
did, of the liberty of the press $ dna 
as they would have done, had charged 
him with licentiousness : but he;4e« 
nied such a charge. If this were the 
cause of religion, surely the Deity did 
not stand in need of the Attorney^c 
General’s assistance* The Attorney- 
General had said that the pro^ecu-^ 
tion was founded ^on the law of ebe 
land ; but he bad not shown it, nor 
could he prove it. , The very first of 
the Thirty-nine Articles, it ^is true, 
contained the doctrine of the Trini- 
ty ; but to relieve individuals from 
prosecution, who did not believe that 
doctrine, an act of Parliament had 
been lately passed. Mr Carlib then 
read the act of Parliament in favour 
of the Unitarians, and said^ that act 
was in truth nothing else than a re- 
peal of all former acts against hold- 
ing doctrines at variance with a be- 
lief in the Trinity. The Attorney- 
General had said that Christianity 
was part of the law of the land. But 
Deism was also part of tbs law of 
land, and those publisliing deisti^l 
doctrines were secured by statute 
from the punishment that might have 
been inflicted prtjviously to the pass- 
ing of the act to which he alluded. 
The jury must be aware that this act 
of the 53d ofi the King was passed 
sub^jfequently to all the cases which 
had been cited. The only statute 
recognising blasphemy as an offence 
was the act of Williasn and Mary, ' 
the greater part of which had been 
formally repealed. He contended 
that such anoffenqbwas in itself un-^ 
defincable, sinpe it consisted in speak-* 
ing w'hat some persons might think 
improperly* of the attributes of the 
Deity. One part indeed of the act 
of William and Mary wa^ left unre- 


pealed, and bn .this the LcUrnea 
Gentleman might b^vc ^fffught ah 
information ; but ^the punishment in 
that case wbold aot equal what it 
was his dispositt ofa JaaL^ inflict. As to 
what was saiditSiSut Cochmon law, he 
confessed Jie did not utidei^tand it 
it appeared, to him to lie' entirely in 
, the breast of the judges* But all Jaw 
■I ought to be clearly understood ; and ' 
when it was written men might learn 
' what they were permitted to do, and 
whatoit was incumbent^ on them to 
.^void. ^He challenged the Learned 
Gentleman to^shoW^iat there was 
any written law to authorise the pre- 
scjiJi#^rosecutioii. The Attorney- 
general jpft it to tne judge to rQake 
out a case which he was not able to 
*make out for himself ,* but he called ^ 
«upon tlie jury to fina a verdict of* 
Guilty^ and cdeclared to them that 
.they were bound by their daths to do 
so. Ifx^that were the case, wlfere 
would be the use in giving the narfic * 
of jury to those who were to decide? 
Mr Carlile then spoke oij^’:*igeHaie, 
and ridiculed the authority of a plan 
who sentenced two women it be 
burned for the imaginary crime of 
witchcraft. Ip Wo^ston^s^iw^it 
appeared that the defeudqinMN& tidt 
akowed to justify. Woolston wn- ^ 
tended that the judges were not com- 
petent, in point of learning, to try him 
Jot his opiifions. He was committed 
to tlfce King's Bench pris'bn, but still 
l^ntinucd the publication, chcoura- 
gkyUiyf many who were called divines. 
In the case of Williams, the original 
publisher of the Age of' Reason^ Mr 
iCidd, a barrister, in consequence of 
what fell from Lord Kenyon^ gave 
up ibe defence. 

The Lord C hief- Justice ohservedy 
that according to the account he had 
fl-eceived, Lbrd Kenyon gave Mr 
Kidd full latitude to proceed accord-* 
ing to his own discretion. „ 

Mr (’arlile said it certain that 
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Mrsli^dd did not go into a full de- of the public could be perfectly en- 
fance/vJi^ljjlaton^ at the time of his lightened. (Here the defend^ t com- 
trfaly was far advanced in years ; and menced his readings from the Age ^' 
whilst he* felt it useless to employ a Reason, in which it is unnecessaryTtb 
barrister, wa^iicapable from bodily follow him. He commented Ilirgeljr 
in^mity to Qollgoey}!^ defence, on differeht passages, and ended uni- 


. The Attorney-tieneral had said that, fprnily by declaring the perfect co- 
Vie mischief of thisipublicatio A. arose; incidence of his own opinion with 


to the dury, whether in the prdseii^^'>plaih^d of the passage not bavins 
general disress of those classes, a^^i^eeh cpmpletpi^ quoted. He said 
book of thal^rice was like1y«to^ mee( ^ he should notice the assertion of the 
with many fw ’ of that de- Attorney- General, that Mr Paine in 
scription. . Yet ^ copies had his latter and serious moments must 
been sold since Decern ia8(^^ and have been a believer in the Christian 
it would be difficult to find any proof religion. That assertion was com- 
*th^ this sale had corrupt^ a single \ answered by the fact of hi| 
^miod. The learned gentleman ca)l« having written the first part of his 
ed Paine’s work a gross attack. He work while he was imprisoned under 
(Mr Carlile) did not know what re^ ^thegovernmentof Robespierre, when 
ligion th|! -Attorney-General might he could not look forward with any 
Dj^w profess; bul he believed he had confident expectation to the con- 
«nce professed Unitarianism, which^ tinuancoofhis existence for an hour, 
was the religion x>f bis father and but expected every moment to be 
his fan^y ; and that he had voted dragged to tlio guillotine. On read- 
for the which repealed the pc- ing that portion of the conclusion of 
Il*'l!^^ie8 to which Unitarians were sub- the second part of the Age of Reason, 
ject. The Attorney-General stat- whicli relates to the doctrine of for- 
&4,that he (the defendant) had in- bearing from vengeance, he could 
the dfspleasure of Almighty Jot refrain from introducing an anec- 
Goo^^flt he would ask, who wag to Wote of the author. In the year 
judge between him and his Creator ? 1793, Paine was in company with 

He contended that there was notan several persons in^a Coficehousc in 
immoral passagt? in th« publicj^ion Paris. The conversation turned on 
for whicli. he was now on his trjai. politics, and he spoke very freely 


judge between him and his Creator ? 


Mr Carlile here liandcd Iwefv'e 


politics, and he spoke very freely 
both of the government Of this coun- 


copies of Paine^s Age qf Rgaso^'xo try and of France. * An English of- 
the jury. He Uicn proceeaeu to ficer, who tofik offence at what he 
read the title of the work, and the said of the British Gevernment, 


preface, in which he .stated his nrm- 
tiyes for the publicatioii. His firm 
conviction was, that the publication 
of it was e^ential to the interests and 
‘welfifrc of the counti^, and tliat hiy 
fellow-citizens were^now fully pre- 
pared to discuss the subject : indeed, 
it jvns only by reading and perusing 
#uch workg as these, that the minds 


struck him a severe blow without 
making an^ observation whatever. 
The consequence of this rash act 
#night have beqn fatal td the officer ; 
foi' a law had psissed making*it death 
to strilje'S Mcmben’of the Conven- 
tion, which Paine then was. The 
affair caused a disturbance, and the 
populac^ entered, and proceeded to 
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drag away the officer to prison, which dressed in the preface, To^c’Mi- 
would have been to execution ; but nisters and Preachers denoiai- 
Obamas Paine interfered and saved nations of religion*’* In the eouVse 
him... Having got him out of the of reading he ti^et with the name of 
hands of the populace, he procured Woolston^^ap^d mentjj/?ned an anec- 
a passport for him, by which ho/waa dote of tMt jihMo^her^ In Walk- 
enabled Immediately to leave Frallce^^ ing i^he^gaftl^s ofHampton Court 
This was a corroboration of the truth with^ueen Caroline, her Majos- 
of Mr Paine’s declaration, thatvhi^ ty desM^,' him to keep his princi- 
never returned evil foreviL ^ In plesof relilion to himself, and not to . 
instance be had been rudely asMuIt^ :^ make such a stir. ** Ah !” replied 
ed and struck, aqd yet he geneirottss Woolston, ** had Luther and the o« 
ly saved the life of , the mafi froils ther^reat men of the Reformation 
whom he had received the blow, ^he ^ followed that advice^^here would 
second part of the Age cf Reason have beegn thePp^is^nt system at 
concludes with some general obser- this dav r’ J Beo^ndant made no 
vations on the Bible of the Crea« app)jipatiofi of this anecdote. He was 
tion,” as contrasted with the^* Bible edg^ed nearly elt?ven hours in ccad- 
tof the Church.” ^ Every part of ing The^Age ^ Reason^\9\i\i the*Ap- 
the Bible of Creation, it says, is in- ^ pendix ; yet his voice was cleamand 
exhaustible in texts. Every preach- distinct to the end. His manner of 
er ought to be a philosopher, every ^reading was generally unemphatic and 
house ofdevotionaschoolofscience.” monotonous. . The Bench and Jury 
On concluding this part of the work, paid the utmost attention to ev.‘>ry 
the defendant askeci, where was the« thing which he read or delivered.* . 
man, who, afterhearing such remarks^ The Lord Chief- Justice. — Have 

-could say that the writings of PainO' you much more to sai^^your de- 
had an immoral or mischievous ten- fence? 


dency? Let the Attorney- General, 
(added he,) take the Bible for his 
text-book, and give me 'The Age 
Reason for mine, and let us see whfrh 
of us will produce the most bene- 
ficial effects on society. Yet I am 
here on my tri^f for publishing this 
work. I may be torn from my fa- 
mily by your verdict, (addressing the 
Jury,) immured in a dungeon where 
1 may be left to rot ; and all this for 
wha*t ? for publishing a work which 
must always excite admiration for its 
talent, and command approbation for i 
its moral tendency. *I say again, 
let the Attorney-General select his 
text from" the Bible, and me mi«e 
from The Age of Reason, and I»wilP, 
not shrink frohi the reWTt of a com- 
parison of .our* labours.- The de- 
fendant then went on to read the 
third part of the work, *w(dch is ad- 


The Dcfi^ndant. — If my luAlily 
strength would permit, I could go 
on till Saturday. 

The Chief- Justice! — 
npt willingly curtail your Sefence, if 
you request me, I shall now adjourn ' 
till to-morrow, 

^DefendaiU.— I request it, my Lord. ^ 
• , After the Jury were admonished*^ 
^ jiie Chief- Justice not to holdcom- 
m[mications with any persons on the 
sui^ct under trial, the Court was ad- 
journed accordingly. • 


•Carlfte's Trial fat a JBlasyiemous 

LM,^Sccond4ay. 

About hall^ past nine, the defend- 
ant came into Court, and the Qhief- 
Justice having taken h]^ seat a little 
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aftlStyMrCarlile pursued liis.defence. other prosecutions were regulated. 
He re^'AP .^tract from a discourse lie then referred to the case of Wii* 
of Pakic’s, addfessed ,tq the Sqcie* liams, indicted for a similar oSenc$i 
tj of the TheophUailtliri^ists in Pa* in which Lord Kenyon had reproadli- 
ris, in which ri^ writet insists on the ed himself foV Allowing the defon- 
foll^ of that to dant^o great latitude in his defence, 

know what God wa^V, ^dtjch^ for Tbis latitude had not been allowed 
tivat information in Ith^ Biblp* in the ctee of the King v* ^qolston. 
ving^finished his reading^, kdobmp^r. On jtlifsprecedent he would contend, 
nied* with interjectiohai comment# '^t it was incompetent for the de- 
and remarks. Mr Carlile stated, that fbudant to pursue the course he was 


the tract in question bad been pub^ 
lished by t^ Society, for whqp it 
was intendelL as a refutation of« 
Atheism, butVriU tfut theu name of 
Pain^ He should nSh^jroceed to 
the examination of the Bime. irhis 
was .not the onl^ book which was 
6upp*osed td contain the revehled will 
of God. The Koran was believed to • 
*be of divine origin by millions of 
mankind. . 

The Attorney-Gene*ral objected 
to ^e course about to be pursued by 
I. tlm defendant. The only question 
now to be decided was, whether the 
deTcndant^ had reviled the Christian 
religion. A was not competent for 
the •jury to try the merits- of the 
Christian faith, and thercf&rc he 
8ub#)ij^^ that it was incompetent 
fotth &jte fendaht to go into it. 

Xhe Lord Chief* Justice.— * You 
^hpat the objection. 

Mr Carlile rynarked, that the 
^charge against him was, l^iat he had 
^publishedabook describing the ^jible" 
as filled with histories of cruel and 
torturous executions, and olisce«>e 
statements. He fck it to be his duty 
to justify himself by referring to 
those parts of the Bible w'hicli con* 
laired the stories alluded to. The 
AttorneyrGeneral had forgot tly^ he 
had an interest in the trial. 

'The Attor^ey-Genaral had not 
forgotten that the dafendant was* 
■»much interested in the result of this 
trials but it must be conducted ac- 
cording to Uic rules by which all 


Berirous of taking; and if his Lord- 
Ibtp concurred with him in this, he 
would not suffer the further jpromul- * 
gation of the blasphemous doctrines ’ 
of which the defendant was the ad- 
vocate. 

The Lord Chief-Justice said, that 
it could be no defence to the charge 
against the defendant, that he reite- 
rated there the identical calumnies 
far which he was prosecuted. He 
should very ill perform his duty as a 
Judge, or as a Christian, if he were 
to suffer that Court to be made a 
theatre, from which new calumnies 
against the. Christian religion might 
be sent forth to the world. He, 
therefore, could not allow the de- 
fendant to proceed to the inquiry on 
wluch he had been about to enter. 

Jklr Carlile said, his object was to 
justify the observations which Paine 
had made both on the Old Testa- 
ment and on the New; and con- 
tended that the present proceedings 
were not founded on any laws of this 
country. When Mr jVttorney-Ge- 
neral alluded tp the particular law 
in this case, he should have Ifeen 
glad that he had stated what it was. 

The Lord ^Chief- Justice. — I will 
state it to you — the Common Law. 
The Christian religion is ^ jsart of 
th^ law of the^n<k and a most impor- 
2ant^art tct(^;«thai; par) on which all 
our civil* institutions *are founded, 
for all of them have* a reference to 
that religion.^ The law of England 
permits every class of Christians to 
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enjoy their religious opinions, by Council, Sir Williaiu Druinmopilrtiad 
worshipping the Almighty according written a work, though^eHi^ad <iot 
*to the particular mode of their faith ; published it, which'^niade against the 
but allows no man to impugn the Scriptures. Having remarked on 
Christian religiorf generally, and the erudition andnssearch of Sir 
treat the Bible as a book full of lies William, he preface of his 

and fables. ddwus^ Jumicus^ in which the au- 

Carlile. — I cannot subscribe to thor excused himself for the ceh- 
tbis definition. tracted issue and limited number 

Thu Lord Chief-JuSti(^.~WeIl| of cojpies of bis work, on the score. 
Sir, whether you can subscribe to it of the ill-will and odium which 
or not, T state it to be the law of tBe were generally the re^yard of those 
land, and I am to declare the la^ whp attempted to em^’icipate man- 
herc, riot you. 1 cannot suffei; thet Wnd from prejudice ^id error. He 
Holy Scriptures to he reviled in my then reiyi ot henpj^ ^ts, which went 
presence. 1 am willing to hear e- to show^b^j^^ffiTthe author’s opinion, 
very thing which you can have to tl^anciont Jews had recorded much 
urge in your defence, provided it be dttheir history in metaphorical lan- 
that which may be legally ofiered guage,*Vhich had bceh literally In- 
before me. But I cannot allow & terpreted by modern expounders 
man accused of calumniating the the Bible. Some comments on the 
Scriptures to reiterate those revilings Bible followed, 
with which he is charged, as part of The Attbrney-General again ob- 
his defence. ^ jected to the course which thi^ de- 

Mr Carlile, after persi^fting that he fendant was pursuing. t « 

must go into this inquiry in defence Mr Carlile maintained that he had 
of the character of the work which a right to proceed* ^ • 

was the subject of prosecution, The Lord Chief-Ju^l^e could not 
stated to the jury, that many books help feeling his situation one^’ pe- 
were in existence, supposed to be of culiaf ^difficulty. On the one hand 
divine origin. lie then read from he was anxious to give the dat^nd- 
the Koran the account givch\ by ant every opportuifity of|^^i^ing 
Mohammed of the manner in winch jlrimsclf ; but, on the otlfdffne could 
the book was communicated to man- not sit there and hear the Christiait 
kind, and the ijbject of making such religion reviled, 
a communication. Out of the va- , Mr Cavlile saicThis intentions were ^ 
riety of books said to bo of divine* 
origin, how^were men to determine 
which were best en^titled tod)eIief, if 
thb freest examination of all of them 
were not permitted.^ The Koran The Lord Chief-Justice remarked, 
contained some finc^ morality, that one libel could be no justifica- 
much tratsh was mixed up w'ith it, tion of aliothcr. ^ 

which syoiled the whole, raine was Carlile. — It has not yeVbecn pro- 

not the only man*who had writt(?h a-’ vetf to be a libel. It is quite time e- 
gainst the Bible.* A^ggji tl email hi§h nougb to call it a^ libel wlien it is 
in office, wnb had been Ambassador, proved to Ijc such. '■ 

from this country to Naples, and The Lord Chief -Justice said, lv>‘ 
who was now a member of the Privv would call it what he pleas^l. It 


•good ; and to prove this, he wasdiS- 
f posed to show what had been written 
ilie subject by a person of high 
character. • 
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for the jury to determine 
thcfjrca] chuiacter of the publication 
broughVl^forc them, 

Carlile.-^iit, stand here unassisted. 

I am^quite that 1 have nothing 
to expect fronf your Lordship. I see 
y4)u are all in array against me i but 
i t fs necessary for me fo defend myself, 
He then resumed the reading in 
which he had been interrupted. On 
coining to a passage wnich men- 
tioned the ^eity to have been de- 
scribed in th^Bible as living in ad)ox 
of Sliittim wo\,d, * 

The Attorney fteMral •and Mr 
Gurnoy objected to tlu^?:'\?rse pur- 
sued. * • 

.A good deal of altcrcatioq here en- 
suedy in consequence of the defen- 
■^ant persevering in the same line of 
defence. 

Carlile. — I hold in iqy hand the 
statute whibh* relieves persons from 
thef consequences of impugning the 
•do7:trinc of the Trinity; a statute 
wljioh I submit makes Deism the law 
of the larwl 

The Lord Chief-Justice. — It does 
no such thing ; and 1 will not suffer 
any man to say so in ray presence. 

— I sqy it does, I stand 
hexie I am the best judge 

^of what is essential to my defence.© 
The Lord Chief- Justice, — You 
may be in your Oj^n opinion ; but I 
4 im to judge of what can*be legaWy 
received. • * • 

Mr Carlile* was again proccedinr* 
to read from the (Edipus Judaic:^}^ 
when • 

The Solicitor-General interposed,^ 
{and said, the defendant is pursuing 
the came course. 

The Lord Chief- Justice. — I«aan-. 
nqt suffer I can^t sit here and 

])ermiL^;]fmaH to revile and calum- 
niate the Holy Scriptures. 

Carlile. — I have no intention to 
; T only intend to examine. 
The Lord Chief- Justice. —Exami- 


nation does not consist in bold de- 
nial, nor in a repetition of the offent^jO, 
with which you arc charged. 

Mr Carlile coq^ended in justifica- 
tion, that although the Attorney^ 
General had submitted that it was 
not competent for his Lordship or 
the Jury to go into the proposed ex- 
amination of the Bible, yet he had 
quite forgotten how necessaryit was 
tfi his (Carlile’s) defence. Having 
been brought into the court to answer ^ 
s*pecific charges, he must avail him- 
‘selfof all the means of defence. ^ He 
had been stated to have published a 
work describing t]^c Scriptures as 
replete wdth obscene stories, volup- 
tuous debaucheries, and cruel and 
torturous executions. How could 
•he justify himself but by referring 
•them to the Bible, to prove by ac- 
tflal examination whether such were 
the facts or no ? 

The Lord Chief Justice. — I will 
not sit in tliis Court to hoar the wri- 
tings of those read w'ho impugn the 
Holy Scriptures, 

Carlile. — For what purpose do 
these gentlemen (the bar) quote .au*- 
tliorities, but to support their opi- 
nions f 1 ant doing no more. 

/The Lord Chicf.Tusticc. — I have 
tmdyou my determination, and have 
laid down the rule for your conduct. 

Carlile. — I must conduct my de- 
fence in my ow'ii w^ay. 

The Lord Chief Justice, — Not if 
if it is in opposition to Jaw. 

Mr (Garble stjll persisted in read- 
ing, till he was admonished by*the 
Foreman of the .lury, that his read- 
ying from the ^(I'jdipus Judaicus was 
uitc unnecessary. He then aban- 
oned the work, with an observation 
^h8t he believed Ife had read ajl that 
nvas *matcri:4^ He thqn took up a 
copy of tHe Bible^ wlySli appeared (o 
be interleaved with manuscript ob- 
servations between each leaf, and 
said, ** I s*jall now go to the Bible ; 
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and I here beg leave to state, that in 
examining this work, I consider my- 
self entitled to state my own opinions 
in justification of the libel with which 
I am charged.*' He then went on 
to read the first chapter of Genesis, 
and to state the contrariety of opi- 
nions which had existed, as to the 
matter therein contained being al- 
legorical or literal. He next enter- 
ed into an argument to prjpve the 
^ Impossibility of any human bein^', 

' being able to trace the existence 6f 
the First Cause, and hence the ab-c 
surdity of the hypothesis which the 
historian had attempted to establish. 
(This last observation again brought 
him in contact with the CoiA’t, and a 
new scene of altercation took place, 
similar to those that had preceded* 
it. 

The Lord Chief- Justice repealed,' 
that he would hear whatever he had 
to offer, which was characterized by 
decorum, but he could ndt suffer the 
reviling and calumniating the Chris- 
tian religion. 

Carlile. — I am not disposed to be- 
lieve the truth of that religion, and 
I will promulgate my opinions what- 
ever may be the consequeimes. 
(Some of the Jury here burst ^to 
an expression of indignation.) Mr 
Carlile then went on to liken his case 
to that of Galiko, who was imprison- 
ed for asserting a doctrine which was 
afterwards believed by all the civi-' 
lized part ot mankind. He argued 
that the Christian rgligion could not 
be' injured by fair discussion ; and 
that if error was imputable to any 
person for introducir^g this subjectf 
that error was to be ascribed to the 
Attorney-General. All he wanted 
was Jthe examination of this book 
(the* Bible, ][ wh&Ii }ip publicly dSr 
nounced a bbsphemy towards God I 

The Lord Cfiicf- Justice. — I cannot 
bear this ; it is too bad I 

Mr Carlile again cTeo^ared it was 


necessary to read some disgusting 
passages from Sir William Drifiin- 
mond. * 

The Lord — ^Cer- 

tainly not. 

Mr Carlile woutt!(1^ist, then t and 
indeed, as there was little more that 
was interesting 4n it, he would con- 
fine himself to the Bible, that book 
which he was charged with caUun-. 
niating. It was only his own de- 
fence which could sutFct by such a 
pro£'.eeding ; and if tlWt should fail, 
even lo be satisfactory to the jury, 
he trusted still find some 

groundsJ^ja^SJelieving that Ixe had 
acted from conviction. It might be 
prudent for him, perhaps, to state to 
them, that the society balled Chris- 
tians generally differed greatly 
mong themselves about this account 
of the creation; (he had just read 
the first ch^apter of JCjonesis, with 
Paine*s remarks on it;) soma* re- 
ceiving it as an allegory, others con- 
sidering it in its literal sense. A- 
mong those who held it to be an al-'^ 
legory, had been reckoned some of 
the first and greatest fathers pf the 
Churbh, particularly Origen. When 
he saw men, who called themselves 
Christians, and rcstbd all^j^ij^h^pes 
pn the authenticity of this book, di- 
vided and hesitdting about its vc-"" 
racity as to matter of fact, why might 
i^ot he express a different opinion with . 
jregard to them ? Mosca, he thought, 
twas the author of the books attri- 
'u.jited to him, of which Genesis was 
the first; but that had little to do 
with the question of their truth. 

• The account which they gave of the 
beginning of time was either a^isurd 
or ^untrue; absurd, as tneLineginniiig 
of time coulcl not in faqt be defiined ; 
untrue, as it was th^e stated. 

The Lord Chief- Justice (^'prresserd 
his determination not to allow the 
line of defence taken by the /defen- 
dant, whether he was.jsen$iblc of the 
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impropriety of it or not. The Chrls- 
tias religion was part of the law of 
the land* * 

Carlil^’^ut your Lordships must 
admit there ras a time at which 
jQhristianity was^not the law of the 
There was but one line de- 
fence for him, and in that he must 
and would proceed. 

The Solicitor-Qeneral interposed 
by quoting the statute of William 
and Mary, q^ainst the impugners of 
Christianity t*' , 

Carlile.—T^^en why did net the 
Attorney-Genfeil %<rround lys infor- 
mation on that statutets.. 

The Lord Chief- Justice — It liras 
not necessary, Sir. Either course 
was dpcn tohim. *• 

— Mr Carlilc, referring to the recent 
act relative to the Unitarians, here 
observed, that any man who was a 
Christian must.be shocke^d at the im- 
pugning of the Trinity: Now the 
Legislature had tolerated those im- 
pugiiers, and that statute defended 
•Deism, y* the opinions he had pro- 
mulgated were wrong, the press 
shoi^d have been had recourse to in 
order to refute them. This ht con- 
ceived the proper course to have 
bedb il£jW;ed. * 

ln« XSfd Chief- Justice, — Thi:^ 
^ir, is a proper and legitimate line of 
defence, if you think lit to pursue it. 

Mr Carlile, referring to^he woreV 
mg of the •information, remarked, 
upon the charge, that his conduct 
in these publications had bcon 
the high displeasure of Almighty 
God,*^ that this was an act, on the 
part of the person who drew it up, * 
df gtoss prq|umption. Hefw was it 
possible learn whether the ^Al- 
mighty was ^spleasedywith him or 
noff Bible ^ntained the 

i*6TMrtear*^will of Gm, ^othing he 
■eould say would j^ng it into dis- 
repute. His firgv^elief was, that it 


did not contain the revealed will df 
God. 

The Lord Chief-Justice.— You are* 
now, Sir, acting contrarj^to the lawsu , 

Carlile.— The Unitarians, a very 
numerous sect, might have been pro- 
secuted for denying the Divinity of 
Jesus Christ; for if you deny; this 
ou make him a mere man. *He must^ 
e either God or man ; there oan. be 
no medium. I always feel a venera^ 
tfon in contemplating the Deity, and 
jNnever use his name irreverently. Ill 
•England there are more than a hun- 
dred different sects, who are all jea- 
lous of each other, and among whom 
. there are perpetual bickerings and 
controversies. The difficulty I la- 
bour under, in bringing a question 
•like this before a court of justice, 
is, that the rules of the court will 
not permit it to be fairly discussed. 
It is well known that the Old Testa- 
ment contains many things extreme- 
ly objectionable, and which cannot 
be reconciled to decency or mora- 
lity. Jt is the fear of hearing them 
repeated that operates on yourself, 
my Lord, and the Attorney-General, 
to prevent my proceeding. 

The Lord Chief- Justice.— No, Sir, 
noiuch thing operates on me. It is 
ndl competent for you to defend 
yourself, on a charge of calumniating 
the Christian rcligioi> by reviling it 
in your defence. 

• Carlile. — TheBibIc contains many 
things contrary to nior|ility. Were 
I to detach the several parts of it, and 
publish them separately, it wohld 
sutjjcct me to a prosecution by the 
^ Attorney' Gcnf ml, at least if he did 
his duty. Mr Carlile thon read a 
small tract put forth by the.London 
‘Religious Tract Soaiety, called “ The 
fiistoty of tlig^Bifflc,’^ which *con- 
.tained some curious iiftormation in 
regard to the three versions, of which 
one w as published in Latin, at Mentz, 
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hi 1462 ; another in German, at 
Leipsic, in 1467 ; and a third at 
•Antwerp, by the celebrated Tindal, 
(being that which contains the New 
Testament,) in IS26. Mr Carlile 
, was, at a loss what was to be done, 
seeing the number of acknowledged 
errors, which had crept into the va- 
rious translations of the Bible. By 
which version were they to be guid- 
ed i He then took occasion to quote 
the authority of Mr Bellamy, the . 
Hebraist, the first man who, for cen- 
turies, had begun to employ hirnsell^ 
on a translation of the Scriptures 
throughout. This gentleman had 
asserted, that the objectionable parts 
of the present Bible were aot to* be 
found in the original Hebrew, This 
indeed amounted to nothing; for 
they who knew t!ie Hebrew must 
take that Bible as it now existed.a- 
mong them lor their legal Bible — 
that which in the statute of WilKam 
and Mary was called tiie word of 
God. Now, to this translation of Mr 
Bellamy’s, intemled to correct a 
multitude of errors in the old one, 
many of the Bishops had subscribed, 
and it was patronised by the Prince 
Regent. Tlie Prince Regent, he bc- 
^lieved, had, in the first instancej^ut 
down his name for five, afterwards 
for fifty, and finally, he believed, for 
seventy copies ; yet for this transla- 
tion would not Mr Bellamy become 
liable to an information from the At^ 
torney-Gencral ? He had been told < 
bygentlemeTi well versed in the Ile- 
Imew, that the original contained pas- 
sages infinitely more objection;>ble 
than appeared in th% translations noif « 
extant. Jthad bccn^iis intention to 
have brought before them several 
persons* profcssjng the HeWew 
ton^e, to show they were hy i^o 
means agredd on thisTmpeytant point, 
and had not settled the authcntici-* 
l,y of its doctrines, whicli, from the 
disagreement of variims^ translators. 


might be twisted into any shape to 
suit the age they lived in. HewQuld 
have proved by their evidence, that 
Paine was justified in every thing he 
had said. He could jKiVdly persuade 
himself that that w^s the revealed 
will of God, tiie fr& investigation of 
whiBh was pursued by pains and pe- 
nalties : had it been such, he thought 
its professors would rather havi? chal- 
lenged inquiry and examination. If 
he were allowed to go on with his 
defence,, and could prove that the 
objections taken by Py ne were borne 
out by the evidence, of the Bible it- 
self, hewouWriVe entitled to their ver- 
di^ of ^TNof 

il)e Lord Chisf-Justice couhl not 
dispense with the law. ► • ‘ 

Mr Carlile could not comprehend 
the reasons assigned for objecting t« 
the course he was desirous of pursu- 
ing. He W*as not awgre^that ho was 
attempting any thing immoral,,, and 
would not shrink from a comparison 
of the morality of his wdiole life witli 
that of the Attorney-General. Mr 
Carlile having again rclefred to the 
53d of the King, which exempts 
from •penalties those who impugn 
the Trinity. **• 

The Lord Chief- Justico*n*ifgarked, 
that his opinion had beeii and 

pronounced : where was the advan-^ 
tage of again going over the same 
ground ?cThe ac^ of the 53d of the 
King left untouched gvery part df 
th^ Christian Religion except the 
Trinity. After this it was the duty 
of the defendant to submit. 

Mr Carlile tould not .assent to his 
Lordship’s construction* Few per- 
sons would deny that theire were 
parts of the Bible ipeomsiatent^ with 
iliV attribu^s of Deity.* With- 
out denyin^^the autWritJ' of ’the 
whole Script^cs, Be migt!t|l-4h«rc- 
fore, claim thr^rivilege of ofierinr 
some comments o^he differeq,t parts 
of them. It was, indged, difficutf: for 
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him to proceed, as the Learned Judge 
said the law denied him the use of 
his Veason. He Should now read the 
first and ^?x.ond chapters of the book 
of Genesis, ait^l point out the incon- 
sistAicies they.cpntained. In his o* 
oinion, all things were produced in 
the usual course of nature, ancl that 
given effects arose from given causes. 

. if in*crror he was open to conviction, 
but imprisonment and persecution 
would nev^r convince him. The 
Jewish account of the creation sljow- 
ed that it waJ written before the re- 
searches of asii^ono.picrs hi-^d proved 
the ejcistcnce of otlietfsjolanets and 
worlds, and there was no«reasotfi to 
belitive that the (sarth was the first 
part*of the Creation, ( l ie tff'^rwards 

1-read from beginning to end Paine’s 
•letter to Mr (now Lord) Erskinc, 
subsequent to his prosecution. The 
Court decUnejd interfering, as this 
let^r was published in the same vo- 

• lufne with the Age of Reason.) On 
coming to the passage relative to 

• sp'ccial jiyics, he resumed his obser- 
vations, remarking tliat for eighty 
yeafsi the alvjse ascribed by Paine 
iiad continued to exist, but ^vas at 
len^ji^th in some degree corrected at 
\S^lfifVtrial through the exertions 
of ^*rtiitson. The special jury 

' had been amended, but was by no 
means perfect. It was left in the 
hands of the uifdcr-ShtrifF, fro^i 
*whoni, as the case occurred, it was * 
sent to the Master of the ("rown-olScc I 
This officer, with a very little,keen- 
ness, might still s<?lcct forty-eight 
names, that would leave no difficulty 
in procuring a subservient jury, lie* 
hiiDj^elfwoMld have undertaken to do 
so in tlpa case. It required only a 
little exper^nce and oecollection of' 
vcJrdictS so. jtle lioped this 

would soo/ bj completely^ 

» reformed by the inicrifTs, and that 
we ^o,Uld at Icf^^ii see a full, and 
not, as at pr^ent, a packed list oi 


persons qualified to serve. The de- 
fendant then recommenced reading 
the letter addressed to Lord Erskine ;* 
and having brought that to a con- 
clusion, was proceeding to make a, 
similar commentary of his own, when 
he was interrupted by the Court. ^ 
Mr CarJile. — If Christianity' be 
part and parcel of the law of Eng- 
land, I am sorry to see so littlaof its 
spirit in those around me. 

• The Lord Chief- Justice. — -I hope 
i have shown no want of it on this 
» occasion. 

Mr Carlilc. — Every part of the 
Christian religion deprecates perse- 
cution. Jesus Christ, whose pure and 
excellent moral character was ad- 
mitted by Paine, fell a victim to the 
•priesthood, because he wished to in- 
novate on their church ; and I have 
doubt that it was with the priests 
of this country that the present pro- 
secution originated. 

The Lord Chief-Justice. — There 
is no reason for your continuing 
reading the Old Testament. It may 
bo presumed that the jury are already 
acquainted with it. 

Mr Gurney. — It is evidently read 
only for thg purpose of being im- 
pugned. 

^Mr Carlile. — I read it for the pur- 
pose of justifying the principles of 
Paine’s work. • 

The Attorney-General. — That I 
cannot submit to. 

Mr Carlile replied, that he could ^ 
not see any moral olfence in the 
course and inocTe of defence which 
he had adopted. He considered the 
,jury as his judges-, and to them he 
appealed. In the case of* Williams, 
his counsel, Mr Kidd, was taking the 
same ground, whcii he was interrupt- 
^'d Lord Kenyan, who toU him, 
that vvhiUt sifting in*fliat Court he 
would not suffoi' this course to be 
pursued. I Mr Kidd replied, that he 
stood tlieic a!? an advocate; this mao 



EDINliUrrGH ANNUAL REGISTER, ISld. ' 


h&d applied to him for assistance* 
and he had heard his Lordship say 
that every man was entitled to a de* 
fence* He was not aware of any o* 
ther ground, and if'prohibited from 
taking it, the Court might as well tell 
^im to abandon his client. 

The Attorney-General here read 
from a published report of the trial 
an account of what passed ; and it 
appeared that Lord Kenyon left it to 
the jury whether the proposed past 
sages should be read from the Bible^ 
and the jury unanimously declined. , 

Carlile, — It would appear by this 
decision as if the Bible were a book 
that ought not to^bc read. 

The Lord Chief* Justice.-A.Not ir- 
reverently. 

The Foreman of the jury intima-* 
ted, that they were unanimously of 
opinion, that the defendant shoukl* 
not continue his reading in this view* 

Carlile, holding up a copy of the 
Koran. — Were 1 to dispate the di- 
vine authority of this book in a Ma- 
hometan country, T should be deem- 
ed guilty of blasphemy. 

The Lord Chid- Justice. — The 
difference in that case would be, that, 
instead of a patient an^ temperate 
hearing before a jury of your cokn- 
trymen, you would immediately he 
submitted to the bowstring, 

Carlile resuined. — His principle 
was, that every man had a right to 
form and express his own opinion.' 
This was the principle maintained by 
Dr Geddes, to whose translation of 
th(*New Testaraent*there could be 
no objection to his referring. Dr 
Geddes, who was a Roman Catholic* 
Clergymau, examined the Hebrew 
Scriptures, as he would have done any 
other work, pointed out their de- 
fects^and beauties, and gave hif opi^ 
iiion of their ttuth ancffalsihood. He 
read a part of Dr Geddes’ i work, in 
which the author express 'S his dis- 
belief in the order foi* tji; extirpa- 


tion of the Gentile Nations by the 
Jews, and observes, that neither his 
conscience nor his^ religion,. would 
permit him to suppose sgchran order 
was given by God, ory^^n by Mo- 
ses ; but that be conceived it must 
have been inserted by some Jew whp 
wished to vindicate nis countrymen 
against the charge of cruelty. 

The Attorney-General objected to 
this course of proceeding. 

The Lord Chief-Justice had not 
yet ^heard any avowed ^bject. He 
believed it was not work of a 
person who denjg^ tli4 truth of the 
Christian Ile>?6ion. 

Qirlile* — It is not. It is an en- 
deavour to vindicate the character of 
Deity. •• 

The Attorney-General remarked, 
that this trial could have no termina-* 
tion, if the defendant was to read 
every work 6f this kipd.. The pre- 
sent work appeared to have no, .re- 
ference to the defence. He wislwd , 
the object of reading it to be dis- 
tinctly stated. ^ ' * 

The Lord Chief-Justice thought 
it not at all like the work indjtfled, 
as thc‘uuthor appeared generally to 
acknowledge the truth of Christiani- 
ty. * 

^ Carlile. — It is a work drgre/H ce- 
lebrity. The author believes some* 
parts, and doubts others. 

- The Lord Chiel- Justice. But the . 
cTiarge against you is publishing & 
bootc which denies the whole Scrip- 
tures^ reviles them, and calls them 
fabulous. o 

Mr Carlile proposed to read some 
•passages from Gibbon.. 

The Lord Chief- Justice informed 
him, that if he proposed to r^adfrom 
’ (jiSbon, or ai^ other aiUhor, extracts 
which tendedXgshow tln^tlfe Chris- 
^tian religion ms false, 
in an Kiiglisli Cct^t he could not sit- 
to hear them, ^ 

Mr Carlile thougmi the objeot of 
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this course of proceeding was to 
ccush him. Though Gibbon had 
published an attack on the Christian 
lieligi6i:,he had a pension from Go- 
vernmentr* After he wrote his Es- 
says Hume wits appointed Secretary 
of Embassy to Paris, and afterwards 
fiad a. pension of L.5D0 a year. Hume 
was answered by Dr Campbel. Why 
not let the works he had published be 
also answered through the medium 
of the press? He asserted there was 
a concert against him. 

The Lord Chief Justice . denied^ 
there was any concert against him, 
or any disposition to a!^p, in a fair 
course, his defence. i. > 

The defendant here reiterated his 
complaints, that he was not permit- 
ted to avail himself of the statute , 
Jately passed for the protection of 
Unitarians. He asserted, that half 
the people ip the country were Deists, 
thc^ugh many, on account of their 
^ situations, professed to believe that 
which they did not believe. He had 

• intended to call as evidences the 
members of a great many sects, to 
show the different views of Chris- 
tianity which they entertained'. This 
was^purt of the course he intended 
to«pi^’'’j», but* the interruption h^ 
hadSjOTen^nced had completely ca^t 

• him down. He was deprived of the 
means of defence. 

The Lord ChieWustic* repeatejj, 
^hat he had^lways informed the de* 
fendant thathe sliould have the full- 
est latitude in his defence ; but any 
thing denying the CJiristian religion 
could not be admitted. 

Mr Carlile said, that the books bc-^ 
fore him were merely an 'examina- 
tion of the Hebrew Scriptures, It 
appeared 'that the Ili^rew differed 
from thfe Ej^glish, and^the law could 
bdlli. / ^ , 

The Lord Chi^Justice. — The 
reading of the vu^rk is not relevant 
to your case.y^lie author does not 
^ deny the Divinity of the Scriptures. 
VOL. XII. eAUT II. • • 


Mr Carlile, after some farther al- 
tercation with the Court, remarked, 
that the disposition which had led 
to this trial was the same which had 
caused hundreds to be burned in 
Smiihfield. He then proceeded to 
read extracts from a translation of 
Dr Burnet’s work, De Statu Mortuo^ 
and to comment as he read. The 
work was addressed to the Clergy of 
his Diocese, and the Doctor told 
diem that the day would come when 
the belief of Hell would be reckon- 
ed as absurd as that of transubstan* 
tiation. But many had suffered death 
for denying transubstantiatiOn. Ta- 
citus had declared that to be a bless- 
ed time* in which a man could think 
without awe, and speak what he 
thought. Many great men, as Mil- 
ton and Bacon, had declared their 
sentiments of the right of free opi- 
nion, and the value of truth. Boyle 
had also given his testimony in fa- 
vour of freedom of opinion. Such 
were the sentiments of some of the 
greatest men this or any country 
had produced. But the Attorney- 
General called on the jury to send 
him to prison for freely expressing 
his opinion* From the objections 
which were made, it was, however, 
ol no use for him to go on. He 
w^as cut off from the defence he 
meant to make, and he could not 
make two. 

The Lord Chief-Justice, — If you 
say any thing in defence?, which does 
not imply a deryal of the divine cha- 
racter of the Scriptures, it wilf be 
heard. 

• Carlile. — Sijppose T call a Uni- 
tarian into the witness’ bok, ask him 
wdiether he believes the inunaculate 
conception, and Ive answers “ ?*' 

r Tile Lord ..^ihief- Justice could not 
receive sivch cvic^encef If he should 
happen to Le wrong, he would be cor- 
rected bylthc opinion of the Judges. 

Mr ('ayile, after some observa- 
tions, pr/cceded to read passages 
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from a volume of Ecclesiastical His- 
tory, containing the writings of Euse- 
bius and others. Mr Carlile having 
read from this work the account of 
Simon Magus flying, and various de- 
scriptions of the early heretics, 

The Attorney-General appealed 
to the Court, whether this had any 
thing to do with the case. 

ThoLordChief-Justice asked, what 
was the object of the defendant ? 

Mr Carlile wished to show the va- 
riety of opinions which prevailed, bet 
fore the Councils of Nice and Lao- 
dicaea compiled the New Testament. 

The Lord Chief Justice. — If that 
is to lead to the inference, that the 
Scriptures are not divine,'’ such a 
course cannot be permitted. 

Mr Carlile thought, that to show 
the difference of opinion which had 
prevailed, was material to his defence. 

The Lord Chief Justice again re- 
peated his former observations. He 
felt much difficulty, from his anxious 
wish, that in the administration of the 
law he should establish no dangerous 
precedent. 

Carlile. — There can be no danger 
from fair discussion. 

The Lord Chief Justice.-— We are 
not here to discuss the question on 
general principles. 

Carlile. — Wliy, then, is a single 
sect allowed by law to impugn the 
doctrines of Christianity ? 

The Lord Chief- Justice had re- 
peatedly givj^n his opinion on the 
construction of the statute. 

After some further observations, 
the Chief Justice was of opinion that 
the book in questioa could not be 
read. c 

Mr Carlile, after alluding to the 
doctrines of Joanna Southcote, tnd 
Others who Ijad nbt b^p prosecuted^ 
proceeded to read a life L)i' Luther, 
observing at the same tiCie, that if 
be was to be punished foi his publi- 
cations, those who pcrcffcutcd Lu- 


ther were justified in their conduct. 
Luther had opposed the religion .of 
his country ; but it‘ happened, for- 
tunately for him, that boforc the 
Pope could get hold of nim, lie ob- 
tained the protection of the Elector 
of Saxony. He would not compare his 
humble efforts those of Lutlicr,yif 
they were not exerted in the same 
cause, the promotion of truth. IJke 
Luther, he would rather persist in his 
course, than retract whathe conceiv- 
ed to be truth ; and lie hoped he 
should* find the jury disposed to pro- 
tect him, .against., the Attorney-Ge- 
neral, as the Elector of Saxony had 
protected Luther against the Church 
of Jlonse. Mr OaJile next rcjjd an 
extract “from a book, showing that 
some of the fathers considered the 
bookof GenesiwS as an allegory. He 
then went on to show that he was 
prosecuted i'or believing in one God, 
and that the object of his prosecu- 
tors was to ruin him, by harasshig 
expenses. He hoped, however, the 
jury would act up to the spirit of the 
age in which they lived, ilad their 
ancestors not resisted superstWon, 
the jury would not be now sitting in 
that box, and he w'ould have been 
elivered up to the Jnqu^ljiPn Tor 
is opinions. He could ntit covi^eivc 
how a declaration of disbelief could* 
bo called blasphemy. He was pro- 
secuted fw not believing facts, for the 
^Iruth of which he coukhnot find evf- 
dence sufficient to convince his mind. 
It was rather ton much to try to 
compel him to lelievc what he could 
not believe, lie then referred to the 
Gospels of St Matthew and St Luke, 
to show that they had given difFpent 
accounts of the birth of ClM;ist, 

^J^he AttoMiey-Gen^al a^ain ap- 
pealed to the^ourt.^ 

Carlile t^p ®t he was jfetified-iii 
the reference,, j^m its connection^ 
with a passage in 0/ R^ason^ 

for which he was irKMctcd. Itt re- 
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lated to that part of the Scriptures, 
wliicli a particular sect was now al- 
loWod by law to reject. 

The Lord Chief- Justice. But not 
to revile. 

(Sarlile. — To^ejcct a thing as false 
^is to revile it. ^ 

• After some furrtier observations, 
his Lordship desired the defendant 
to' proceed, but hoped he would keep 
witriin the bounds of moderation. 

Mr Catlilo then referred to the 
Unitarian edition of the New 
tnent, in which whole passages wer^ 
omitted on tlie ground ofUieir being 
false* Here he quoted Revelations, 
chap. xxii. ver, 18. and : ‘H^^or I 
teswly unto ever}' man that heareth 
the'^ Words *of the propheeV of this 
book', if any man shall add unto these* 
things, God shall add unto him thc^ 
plagues<t4iat are written in this book. 
And if any nxin shall take away from 
tire words of this book of prophecy, 
God shall take away his part out of 
the book of life, Sec. Now the Uni- 
tarians l^ve actually taken away and 
rejected a great part of the New 
Te^iUiment. In his opinion, to reject 
the Tr i n i ty , was to rej ect Ch ri stian i ty, 
T^ie Unitarian^ indeed, appeared to 
b5^n«t luffs but a Deist under a cloak. 
HeVi tended to have been preparecUto 
show to-morrow, tluit anterior to the 
Council of Nice, there were fifty Gos- 
pels inexistence; but in (fonseque^cc 
of his chain of defence being brpkeo,* 
he could not jgo on. It liad also 
been his intention to introduce to 
the jury the worktf of Bolingbrokc, 
Gibbon and llumo, and to show that 
they had gone as far as Paine witlt* 
‘ impunity. Gibbon bad’done insi- 
diously.*^yhat Paine had done qjjenly 
and hopes tl 'IK Hurncyhad advocated 
Atheism, while Paige’s works were 
' fail of elevated s/ntwnentR of the 
character of DeitV, and of the sound- 


est morality. Why was he denied 
the right of justifying his belief? If 
the Attorney-General had not some- 
thing to fear from the effects of that 
justification, would ho shelter him- 
self under the statute of William and 
Mary, or under the common law, 
which was founded on the mere dic- 
ta of the Judges ? As he had been 
deranged in his defence, he rfiought 
it would be but justice for the Court 
*to adjourn till to-morrow morning, to 
'give him time for fresh preparation. 

The Lord Chief- Justice. — For 
what purpose do you wish the Court 
to adjourn ? 

Mr Carlilcsalcf he intended to call 
a number of witnesses. He wished 
to cull different sectaries, because, 
in stating their opinions, the jury 
would sec how diiferent the grounds 
t)f their belief were. He would also 
have called Jews and Mahometans. 

The Lord Ciiicf-Justice would not 
permit persons of different sects to 
come there to give an account of 
their faitli. Still less could he allow 
any ono to stand up and deny the 
Christian religion. 

After much further observation 
of this kiwi, Mr Carlile said he had 
a great deal of important matter to 
Introduce in his defence, but that the 
interruption he had experienced had 
deranged him. liie was also quite 
exhausted, having tasted nothing but 
water all day. 

Some further conversation having 
taken place, tljc Lord Chief- Justice 
inquired whether the jury vvishbd to 
adjourn. The jury intimated that 
they did. ^ adjournment was then 
consented to, upon a ptedgo being 
given by Mr Carlile, that, be would 
^nbt seek to introduce into tl^e con- 
clusion of bis efefen^e any matter 
whicli hfd been decided by the Court 
to be infldmissiGle. ' 
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Carinas Trial for a Blasphemous 

LibcL — Third October 14?. 

The Coart was opened this morn- 
ing at the usual hour. The inten- 
aiity of public curiosity, except as to 
the result of the trial, had in a great 
measure subsided. In the course of 
the morning, a rumour had been* 
circulated, that Mr Carlilehad gone* 
off to Dover on his way to France; 
but this was contradicted by the ar- 
rival of the defendant, accompanied 
by Mr Fr}', about £hirty-five minutes 
past nine. • 

The Archbishop of Canterbury 
and the High Priest of the Jews 
were in attendance soon after nine, 
and were sealed together in a smaK 
room behind the Justice seat. 

The names of thejury having been 
called over, • 

Mr Carlilo proceeded in his de- 
fence. He said that he stood pledg- 
ed to the jury this day to abstain 
from bringing forw^anl any further 
observations on the Old and New 
Testament, which inighu be in the 
least degree ofi'ensive to the most 
scrupulous believer, except those hb 
should be obliged to make to defend 
himself from cerirain charges in the 
prosecution. Uc lamented the num- 
ber and weight of the difficulties 
which, from %grious circumstances, 
he laboured under. JLid he not felt 
that* he was the victim of prejudice, 
and marked out as the object of per- 
secution by those in higher stations, 
he should Imivc hoped that the purity 
of his inlvnitions might have apolo- 
gized for the defects ip his defence,^ 
defects* whichjie bbgg^them 
cribe to his waht of practicyr in pub- 
lic speaking. Unable as Ifc was to 
express himself with eloquqocc, and 
although his command o^' ij^jrds was 


no greater than his command of be- 
lief, (which was imputed to him asra 
crime by the Attorney-General,) he 
yet felt assured that the jury would 
deliberate with due solemnity on 
what they had hcardo-^nd that they 
wouhlfgive him credit for the siiicc-^ 
rity of bis intentions. The* jury 
would notfail to remember, that even 
Jesus Christ himself had been called 
a blasphemer by the Attorney-Ge- 
neral of his day, the public accuser 
of Jerusalem, and, unfortunately 
•for him*, there being no such thing 
in Jerusalem as trial by jury, was 
condemned and executed as the 
founilcr of a new sect, ('hristianity, 
in defence of the established religion 
of that period. He called upon them 
•to recollect, that every advahtag€> 

^ which had been obtained for the hu- ' 
man race, in all ages, had,- by invin- 
cible firmness of mind, bewi wrested, 
by a few honest and upright in*li- 
viduals, from power, bigotry, and op- • 
pression. By the decision of his Lord- 
ship, the whole plan of hi^ defence ' 
had been deranged ; and unless the 
jury acted like thinking men,, *his 
trial would be nothing but a solemn 
mockery. Had he not been inter- 
rupted, s(»me things \^ould l!Kve 
ejjplained, which had been consWei- 
ed offensive, and the conviction of * 
tlic integrity of lii^ views and mo- 
ti' 4 es more* fully established. He 
*was gratefull y sensible of the patience 
with winch the jury |)ad heard him. 
He feared he had trespassed much; 
but he he'^oughl? their attention to 
his difficult situation ; and as what 
tic now meant to urge would not be 
long, he Itoped they would expend' 
their^patience to it, and apply their 
minus attentively to his restricted 
defence. TheVe had^ been, during 
4he last century^ growing sense-^ 
the shocking absl^ity and folly of ^ 
prosecuting works^^ike The mAgc 
of Reason, The CrHwn Lawyers, 
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whatever judges they niiglit after- 
wards make on the Bench, were bad 
judges of the progress of human im- 
provement. Their minds were cramp- 
ed and confined by the studies con- 
neited with t'l'toir profession. While 
%the progress of the human undei- 
‘sftanlling went on with unceasing 
vigpur, like a giant in his course, 
that of the crown lawyers stood still, 
like a milestone on an unfrequented 
road. He now begged leave to re- 
fer to a little work of extensive ciircu- 
lation, A Sketch of the Denominationf 
of the Christian Worlds by the Itev. 
John Evans. From this work he read 
several passages. The huthert' ex- 
prc‘«sed himself ndost forcibly on pro- 
secutions Ifke the present, and stated, 
that contempt is the most proper* 
punishment for low scurrilous wri-, 
ting, and that that wi\p the correct 
way of tri*ating Paine/s Age of Rea- 
s(fn. He next read an essay of Dr 
Enfield’s, on the improvement of 
tjie education of youth, which had 
appeared iji the first volume of the 
Montiilij Magazine, and which treat- 
ed* <if the question, “ Whether the 
freedom of ijiquiiy ought to be re- 
stricted?” Jn this essay Dr En- 
fiejcl argt^cd that there could be no 
dow&t of the right of every raaii*to 
inquire after truth. Every man 
came into the vvcyld in possession of 
, that right ; and as he cinnot resign 
it without folly, so neither can he be 
deprived of it without injustice. E- 
veryman, from the period he Is plac- 
ed in his cradle, is tfn inquirer. When 
an infant, he seeks for cxplanatio 
and as he advances in life^ the desire ' 
of •information becomes stronger. 
He not^/t read an extract froai tin? 
works«of De Limborch, Professor of 
^ Divinity in Hollani. It was con- 
* tained in his His^bryof the Inqui^ 
sition. Incjuiry. ^^his learned writer 
contended, W'e^*peculiarly agreeable 
to the principles of the Christian re- 


ligion ; and he proceeded to show 
this from the example of the Savioqr 
and his Disciples, and contrasted 
their exemplary conduct with the 
intolerant proceedings of those who 
followed them, and had been looked 
up to as the Fathers of the Holy Re- 
ligion which they taught. These 
were described as having made the 
name of bishop and persecutor al- 
^mo.st synonymous. The observations 
^he (Mr Carlilc) had read from this 
work, he had brought under their at- 
tention, because he conceived the 
present prosecution had been insti- 
tuted under sonjc other influence 
than at present appeared. From 
somet lung that had fallen from his 
Lordship himself on the preceding 
day, he thought he could perceive 
that he had .®omc objection to this 
fjuestion coming before that Court. 
From the known opinion of the At- 
torney-General, he could not have 
been favourable to its coming there, 
and he could only, therefore, regard 
him as the mere mechanical instru- 
ment of some other influence. If, 
as his Lordship had stated, Christian- 
ity was that part of the law' of the 
land to which its principal institu- 
tions were referable, and by which 
fliey were guided, he (Mr Carlile) 
must contend, that unless that same 
Christianity authoi^^sed persecution 
on account of religious opinions, (a 
position which no man would be in- 
clined to maintain,) the law of Eng- 
land, on his Lrrdship’s own showing, 
did not authorise it. He stood on his 
trial to show that Christianity w'as a 
system that authorised persecution for 
religious opinions. But if authorities 
wcM'e wanting to prove the impro- 
*pri^ty of preventing free discussion, 
there was o:^e ol tlnj utmost weight 
to whicUhe could r.efcr them. He 
alluded lo Mr Locke, one of the 
greatest Imqn this country had ever 
produccf^! (Here Mr Carlile read 
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a long extract from Mr Locke’s 
S^sat/ on Tolerntion, in ivhich the 
right of mankind to discuss subjects 
of all kinds was powerfully enforced.) 
It was from the enlightened and 
manly mind of Locke that these sen- 
timents emanated. With respect to 
blasphemy, (witli which he was char- 
ged,) some words had been used by 
him yesterday, whicli caused an un- 
pleasant feeling : therefore, it would 
not be improper to nnike a few obser- 
vations on the term here, and to in- 
quire to whom, and with respect to 
what, it might be applied. Whatever 
might be the dilferept opinions of dif- 
ferent men witli respect to the Deity, 
to speak of blasphemy against God 
was a vague and undetined assertion. 
The word Blasphemy” meant no- 
thing more than evil speaking of 
him. Now, the object of this defence 
was to show that Maine’s work had 
been n ritten by the aiubor, and pub- 
Jislied by him (the defendant) to 
prove that works bad been sent into 
the world in which much evil was 
spoken of the Deity. The word 
Blasphemy” might be applied to 
a proceeding between man and man. 
It was gtMierally known, chat if one 
man injured another by libel, the ag- 
grieved party had liis remedy in that 
Court ; hut what possible need could 
iherc be to apply to a court of jus- 
lice to protect the character of the 
Dv.'ity ? To him it appeared quite 
strange and inconsistent- The word 
‘‘ Bjgsphemy” had a harsh sound, 
but was in iLself harmless and of no 
effect. It was w'ell described as a 
word made use of by bi^u( knavery, 
to light tlie lire for those whom it 
w'as meant to destroy. Mr Carli^e 
then rtad an C'SU}; from the CV/^v.y- 
i/an ]8i7, in which 

the author observes, “ lil/sphcmy, 
like heresy, is a h:g worll, which 
those who make the nu)stl noise a- 
bout it cannot define ^ ai>J it is a- 


bused in proportion as it is little un- 
derstood.” The work from v\hic?i 
he read these passages vvas edited 
by a man of the highest character 
for erudition and morals, the Rev. 
Robert Aspland, a popular minister 
among» the Unitarian dissenters. 
This gentleman fiad sat near XI out* 
at his trial, and preached three ex- 
cellent sermons on the subject of 
blasphemy ; in which sermons he 
argued, from the examplc'of the Sa- 
viour and the Apostles, who declined 
placing the consciences of men un- 
der temporal authority, that no set 
of men had a right to inflict penal- 
ties dh those who refused to acknow- 
ledge a generally* received belief. 
(Here Mr Carlile quoted from a 
*tract written by tlie Rev, Christopher 
Wyvill, entitled, Intolerance i he Dis- 
grace of Christianity* Tliis Iruct al- 
luded particularly to ' Ki? 'I'liomas 
More, who, though otherwise dfe- 
tingui:jhed for virtue, purity and pa- 
triotism, was tainted witli the guilt 
of torturing and destroying the re- 
Ibrniers; it noticed the religious tole- 
ration in America, which it con- 
trasted with the persecutions in q- 
tlier countries ; adverted in strong 
language to the persecutions um^jr 
Lbuis XIV. and XV.; and assefted, 
that the Church of England had no- 
thing to fear IVoir the cojicessions 
^of 'religious toleration.) Mr Carlile 
nbxt' proceeded to obstTi^e, that ha- 
ving referred to m iny books since 
he first* rose to address the jury, he 
DOW came to ojie,' which as an au- 
tjliority surpassed them all. (Ha- 
lving eulogised, in the highest terms, 
the pious and excellent Archbii-fcop 
Tillc^3on, Mr ClarliJe nowr opened a 
volume of his sermons,' amDread.a 
’ few passages, winch were to this ef- 
fect : That having the sjnrit 

of a man, could hot submit to the 
evil of not being alloW.' d to exainipe 
.what his religion was ; That he would 
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break with any church in the world 
wliich would not allow him that privi- 
lege, and be juUihcd in saying, “ If 
your religion is too good to he ex- 
amined, 1 doubt it is too bad to be be- 
lieved/' ) In-the ruined and mould- 
«eriTig cloisters of ecclesiastical flower, 
the bigot5 of expiring persecution 
were no longer to be found ; or if 
they were, they were flitting only 
through their gloomy halls in single 
obscurity or else they were to be 
met with in our courts of law ig the 
sliape of Crown Lawyers, sijuiiitingk 
askaunce at tl)e parcluneijt rolls of 
eX‘o/ficio informations, lie should 
next call the attention of the? jury 
to u pamphlet wrhteii by Dr Seiuire, 
Clerk of the Closet to the present 
King when Prince of Wales, and* 
afterwards Bishop of St David’s.^ 
(This proved to be a di'precation of 
intolerance, 4n tenor similar to the 
ortier citations made by the defend- 
ant.) A letter written by Dr Fur- 
* ii(‘ss, and addressed to Sir William 
Jjlackstync, the illustrious author of 
the Commentaries on the Laxi\s of 
Eh^and, claimed liieir especial at- 
tention. This little, but infportant 
production was occasioned a pas- 
sai^e in *!Black*stone’& work relative 
to iifte Toleration Acts, in wliicli Ijic 
learned Judge liad spoken of some 
restrictive and ojy^rcssive statutes of 
, a most intolerant natui^, as being 
not only defet^sibJe, but laudabjc, at* 
the time at which tliey were enact- 
ed, In proof of the efficacy and 
weight of the argument advanced by 
Dr Furness, it might be proper to 
observe, that in the next edition oY» 
BIftckstone’s CommcMa/ics, the er- 
rors pointed out in the Doctor,*^ let- 
ter wejrc reotified, the subject recoiV- ^ 
sidered, and ja more accurate inter-* 
pretation put on the aats in question, 
lie could not but press upon their 
minds to con>vdcr what a multitude 
of absurd statutes would still bavc 


disgraced the Statute-book, had it 
not been that the influence of pub- 
lic opinion had erased them. A!- 
torney-Gcnerals were accustomed, as 
a matter of course, to do something 
for a large sum of money. 

Recurring, again, to his definition 
of the word “ Blasphemy/* the as- 
sertion which had been hazarded, 
that the Christian religion could not 
subsist without the infliction of some 
^punishment for what had been de- 
*clared to be blasphemy in that Court, 
was best answered by the fact, that 
the Christian religion did not itself 
denounce that conduct which had 
been represented* as blasphemous on 
his pait. If, in its early infancy, 
that faith had been calumniated, and 
reviled, and blasphemed, while yet 
weak and feebly supported, was it 
fiiir to suppose that, after being 
handed down to our times, and now 
maintained by the powerful and the 
great, blasphemy was likely to harm 
or prejudice its existence ? Here he 
would observe, that if the Attorney- 
General meant to assert there was 
no Christianity out of England, he 
was very certain he knew better. 
The Soveiyeign of Knu land was also 
the Sovereign of the Protestant 
Church throughout his dominions 
here, and of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Canadas he was Sove- 
reign, moreover, of Indians and Mo- 
hammedans ; of the followers of Mo- 
hammed, and of the n\iiltitudcs, who, 
throughout tine vast extent of the 
Hindoo territory, adhered toth<?wor- 
ship of their native gods. Were 
these diflerigg sects to be treated as 
blasphemers of Christiawity ? If the 
open profession of doctrii\es adverse 
ih the Christian faith, which, he con- 
teritied, rcpgsedbn tl^e belief of the 
'rrinity,(\ainountcd tef blasphemy, the 
Altorne//- General 'had broken the 
laws beh)rc the passing of Mr Smith’s 
Act. tivuld the Attorney -General 
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sayp that he now believed the doc« 
trines of Christianity? lie held in 
liis hand a sheet of paper, purport- 
ing to be a copy of a letter said to 
have been written by *• Our blessed 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ’' 
himself. He supposed that he 
might with safety assert, that more 
copies of that letter were struck in 
this country than of any other paper 
whatever. He could assure the 
gentlemenof the jury, that it was im- 
possible to enter the meanest and' 
most wretched hovel in the country, 
without seeing at least one copy of 
it pasted on the wall. If they need- 
ed any example to* show how much 
an ignorant superstition was Vtill en- 
couraged and kept up, this letter 
would suffice, and it was for that 
purpose he had produced it. It was 
said to have been found at the dis- 
tance of 18 miles from Jerusalem, 
about 53 years after the crucifixion. 
He declared he was no blasphemer, 
and entreated them not to forget 
what were the talents, what the 
virtues, of Limborch, of Locke, 
and of Tillotson. He should now 
draw his observations to a close; 
but it was necessary to take a short 
view of what had happened in that 
Court, and of the conduct pui&ued 
by the Attorney-General. That gen- 
tleman, he complained, had acted 
towards him in a manner extremely 
unfair. At his outset he had pro- 
fessed that it v^as not his wish to ex- 
cite any prejudice ag^iinst him (Mr 
Carlfle) ; whereas he had said and 
done every thing to do so. He then 
begged that the jury wwuld calmly 
and deliberately consider, whether 
he appear^'d to have had any bad 
view in^ publishing sentiments whicli , 
be had done c\ery tliingin his power 
to prove that lip cherished and a- 
dopted from principle, Ude had 
heard that an impression toMiis pre- 
judice had been already icAuved by 


the jury, and that there was little 
doubt of a conviction ; in which ca^e 
it was his intention to move fora new 
trial.*' But before any determination 
was come to, he trusted those before 
whom he stood would reflect, (hat 
if a verdict of guilty were found a- 
gainst him, the severest piinishtneiU 
which his persecutors could inflict 
would await him. They were to 
consider, that a mass of prosecutions 
still awaited him from tho same vin- 
dictive source, and that ruin would 
the the* inevitable consequence of 
conviction; for pecuniary penalties, 
as well as long imprisonment, would 
most* ccrttiinly be visited op him. 
They were to consider that the li- 
berty of the press, with 'which no- 
rthing should be allowed to interfere, 

^ was at stake; and that tiie verdict 
must either .jupport it against the 
enemies of all IVccdom of thought, 
or deliver it into the custody of thoibe 
who would kc(‘p it safe, and neve'r 
let it wander again. The freedom ' 
of the press was indeed a farce, if it 
was to be regulated by the pleasure 
of the Attorney-General. Though 
he had* scarcely any hope that he 
had made such an impression of Ins 
case on all their minds as Ijf? wi^cl 
lo» produce, yet he trusted hc^ad 
made sucli an impression as would, 
in the event, entitle,' him to their ver- 
diot of accjuittal. He had heard, 
*and lie was most sorry to &ay it, that 
one individual of their number had 
said publicly, on tlie precedingnight, 

that he would Jikfe to give tluit 

^arlile hve years’ imprisonment, and 
•bread and water for all that time. 
(There now arose a tumultuous ftry 
of J^^aniCy 7iame,** from all-parts of 
tlic Court, and was^reite- 

» rated among the speiitators. The 
gentlemen of *1116 jury appeared to 
Join in the cry of “ NamCy ^imnCy* 
and to feel the utmosfc^stonishincnt 
at the accusation.) ^ 
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The Lord Chief Justice (inter- 
posing). — Oh, no, I hope you will 
not allow any thing so indecorous, 
gentlemen. I 

Mr Carlile was afraid that the/e- 
cent allusion he^had made nii»;ht be 
c«)nsidered very imprudent. Ileiwas 
so*rtry indeed he had made it, hut it 
arose, from information which he had 
nnly received since he had been in 
Court. It might not be necessary 
to do so ; but should their verdict 
unfortunately go against him, •he 
should perhaps find an opporfiinity 
of supporting the charge o« a mo* 
tioii fo^' a new trial. It was a maxim 
of English law, that wlieli twiflve 
men were formed ifito one body as a 
jury, and it s*liould happen tliat while 
a portion of that body were willing 
to return a verdict of guilty, there 
yet remained a doubt yf the guilt 
charged on flier accused in the mind 
of (flic individual only of that jury, 
•diat doubt should entitle sucli party 
“accused to a verdict of acquittal : 
And it wa»j, he believed, also admit* 
tcdj^lhat it was better that ten guilty 
men should escape, than thajt one 
innocent man should be condcniiied. 
Afyilying these^observations to his 
own- casCj^ic argued, that if onl}^ one 
^f tItiGm should entertain a doubt^ 
* whether or no lie (Mr Carlile) was 
to be brought in guilty, then that 
doubt, it was to be rememTiered, wc» 
the doubt oPlhe whole jury, and was* 
to bo construed to his benefit. He 
should now conclude with a ^hort 
appeal to the jury, wMiicIi he had for 
the sake of correctness written, and 
which he would read from jhe paper 
whicli he held in his hand. lie ad- 
dressed Kimself to their feelinp^ as 
moral men, as* husbands, as fathers, 
{IS members of tlac community, whose 
condition they doubtlc^j wished to 
ameliorate. It was his firm belief that 
by ^ verdict of acquittal the present 
state of the communitv would be 


much improved. By a verdict cTf 
acquittal, they would annihilate the, 
vague and infamous law of libel, as 
respected the discussion of question® 
affecting government and religion.' 
By a verdict of acquittal, they would 
put a stop to religious persecution; 
they would ‘ to reason its free 
exercise and influence, and dignity 
to the mind of man. They would 
encourage the honest avowal of sen- 
tmicnt and opinion, which, from 
minds well stored, must, instead of 
•disturbing society, prove the source 
of inestimable blessings. By a ver- 
dict of acquittal, they would entitle 
themselves to the lhanks of all un- 
prejudiced persons ; and by exciting 
the conflict of opinions, soon lessen 
the differences prevailing among 
pien. He wished, too, to guard them 
agtunst giving way to the unfair ad- 
vantages, which his prosecutors 
would take, when he should no long- 
er have anjf power of explanation or 
reply. He heartily thanked them 
for the kind and deliberate attention 
w'iih which they had heard his de- 
fence, and trusted that the necessity 
of tolerating free discussion on this 
subject bad Ween made evident to the 
twelve enlightened minds to whicli 
liiS reasoning had been addressed. 
'J’hc sum and substance of his argu- 
ment was, that the argument had no 
foundation in common law, and that 
*thc only statute which made it an 
ofience had been supej’seded by a 
subsequent and recent one: And un- 
der this last statute he trusted that 
through their means he should find 
protection. • 

(It was about three o*ch)ck when 
the defence closed.) , 

^ The Lord Chief- Justice. — T^ll me 
Ibr wliat purpose, jfnd to what points 
you wish witnesses to^ Be examined. 

Mr Carlile said, that he intended 
to call several of the leading persons 
of ddVcrcui^lirisiian sects, in order 
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to shoiv the wide diversity of opi- 
nion that prevailed among them ; 
\hat some of them approached very 
nearly in creed to himself ; and that 
as they were all tolerated so ought 
he. 

The Lord Chief-Justice. — That is 
your object, is it ? 

Mr Carlile had a further one, but 
he feared it would be objected to ; it 
was to obtain the opinions of the 
sectaries on certain parts of tlfe 
Bible. 

The Lord Chief- Justice. — Have^ 
you any further object ? 

Mr Carlile. — That was the chief 
object, as he condcived that he could 
show by these means that each sec- 
tary would give a different account of 
the various parts submitted to him. • 

The Lord Cliief-Justice. — I ask^ 
you once more if you have any otl^'r 
object, as I wish to know whether 
you have any that is legitimate ? 

Mr Carliic. — It had alto been his 
intention to inquire whether they 
thought the Christian faitli could be 
promoted by any aid from the secu- 
lar arm. 

The Lord Cliicf- Justice. — As 3mu 
have now slated the purposes for 
which you were desirous of examin- 
ing these witnesses, 1 have to decltfre 
my clear opinion that their evidence 
is iiiadniissiblet The truth of the 
Holy Scriptures is not the question 
to be tried here. Jt is well known that* 
various denqpiinations of Christians 
differ in their tenets^ and articles of 
fail*li ; and it would be most indeco- 
rous and improper in me to call upon 
})ersons in this Court to give an ac-* 
count of ^leir religious priiiciples. 

Mr Qirlile here interrupted his 
Lordsiiip. • ^ 

The Lortl Ch AT- Justice. — IT th» 
defendant wifi not Jicar n^** T must « 
proceed in the cause without the 
trouble of explaining myself further, 

I certainly cannot leceiw opinions. 


It is for the jury to decide. The 
defendant might call half the city of 
London, if such a course were allow- 
ed.! 

Mr Carliic said he wished only to 
calf a few of the most eminent “indi- 
vidryds. i 

The Lord Chief-Justice. — Ilr'is 
not for me to distinguish who are, 
and who are not eminent. 

Mr Carlile said, that he had all a- 
long considered the subject under 
trial as matter of opinion. 

Thfi Lord Chief- Justice. — Well, 
that may, be your apology for having- 
brought so many matters before the 
Coftrt. * 

Carlile then signified, that he 
should only call witnesses to his mo- 
ral character. 

The J-ord Chief-Justice. — Mr At- 
torney-General, you have no objec- 
tion to this ? ♦ 

The Attorney-General ariswored 
in the negative. , • 

William Camming was then calle/V, 
and examined by the Cpurt. — tie* 
stated that he had known the defen- 
dant eighteen years. His general 
character was extremely good. 

James Yann^ a person retired from 
business, was next calledji^He fiad 
known the defendant six yearsf Jur - 
ing wdiich time he had always borne* 
an excellent cha^^ctcr. 

• Thoma^ Walker, a messenger oj[ 
ih^Navy Office, had known the de- 
fendant four or five years. He had 
Jodg(?tl with witness, and was always 
considered an •honest, industrious, 
sober man, and one who paid his 
way. 

Mr Carlile wished it to be uader- 
sto^J, that with these persons he had 
resided since his first apprenticeship 
till he became a housekeeper. 

"J'lie Attcirney-Gencral then rose 
to reply. He began by remarking,* 
that after the long, painful, and la- 
boiious attention which the juryliad 
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paid to this question through its pro- 
grcSS) lie could not but regret that 
there should be any necessity for him 
to take up niore of their time in |he 
way of reply. Certain !}% as far as 
the defence refetred to (lie charge 
upon the record, such reply rwght 
wcW be spared ; for if any doubt had 
existed in their minds when the case 
for the prosecution was closed, as to 
the intention with which this work 
had been pirblished, it hud been al- 
ready removed by the open declara- 
tion of the defendant, who upon such 
a question must be deemed 4he best 
witness. Were it not, therefore, for 
‘ some observations that Iftid bfien 
rnadcMipon the law'* in this case, he 
should have felt lliat he W'ould best 
discharge his duty by remaining si- 
fent. If he had not been previously 
acquaintcd#witli the tlcfi^ndant’s ob- 
ject, it was impossible to be ignoi antof 
it aity longer. A correspondence had 
read between Mr W. Smith and 
Bcntbam, which he had not bc- 
Tl'orc had «n opportunity of seeing, 
but which of ii^clf proved what the 
intention of the Legislature was in 
passing the statute of the 5.‘>d of the 
King, as well as of those who intro- 
duced it.'^ Its authors, and those 
\v«iiose benefit it was enacted^ 
were grateful, and never entertained 
the most distant id,ga that it would 
he converted into a sheltcT for bias*- 
phemy and •impiety. They iiejk^er 
imagined that it would lead to an 
endeavour to strike out of our’eon- 
vgtitution every (lliHstian doctrine, 
and introduce atheism, polytheism, 
or any other notions which it might 
please any individual to circulate. 
The tinitf had forfunately not yct^r- 
rived, when the defendant, or any of 
{hose who fed him w ith the materials 
of his defence, would «ee religion 
iitlerly swept from the law. \ot 
tha^ the law inlerfei i*d with any man’s 
opinions, not even the Deist’.-, if he 


kept them within his own breast : but 
to publish these opinions in a mode, 
calculated to undermine all religious 
belief, and thus introduce the chaos 
of infidelity, w^as an oilcnce incom- 
patible with all civil government. 
The defendant had said there was 
no such thing as common law in this 
country ; that the written law alone 
could be depended on ; and that un- 
less he (the Attorney-General) could 
prove til is to be an ofience by some 
.sFatute, there w^as an end of the ques- 
♦tion and of the prosecution. Was 
the defendant, then, or were his ad- 
visers so ignorant as not to know, 
that many of the* highest crimes 
which ccTuld be committed w'cre pu- 
nishable by the common law alone ? 
This was the case with theft and 
piurdcr : so it was with all the rights 
of*|)roperty. j^ut the object was to 
get rid of all law, and to throw all 
things into confusion, lie trusted, 
however, that none of them would 
live to see those times, or lose the 
benefits of that const iiution as it was 
cslubli^Iled, and under which this na- 
tion bad enjoyed happiness and free- 
dom. But then it was urged, that a 
statute had ^rece ntly passed, w hich 
authorised, or at least no longer f'or- 
biftle, publications of this nature. 
Certainly t!ic ^IJd of the King had 
extended toleration ; •but the defen- 
dant was wrong in thinking that it 
'had thereby opened a tloodgulc to 
every species of infidelity, which, 
under the influence of some insanr* 
delusion, many persons were dcsirdus 
of letting in upon mankind. The act 
had extended,toleration, but how? 
A brief retrospect of the kiw would 
make the subject plain to devnonstra- 
The act of the Dth and^iOtli 
»f\\’Tlliam cieated*no new offence: 
it was in strict ^afiinfiance of the 
common huv, hut il imposed new pe- 
nalties on offences paiticularly spe- 
cified. ItaiULled, that ifany sliould 
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deny the doctrine of the Trinity, or 
that the Old and Nevir Testaments 
were of divine authority, they should 
be liable to certain penalties ; but, 
Jong before that, as the defendant 
roust knotv, many persons had been 
prosecuted at common law for at- 
tacking the established religion. 
Even Williams and Eaton, who had 
beem convicted for publishing the 
same work with the present defen- 
dant, had been prosecuted at com- 
roon law; and no lawyer, or any o- 
thcr man, had ever dreamt that their 
convictions were illegal. In 1S13, a 
bill was introduced into Parliament, 
which afterwards passed into a law, 
and to which so much allilsion had 
been made. It was then properly 
observed in the House of Lords/ 
that there had been no trial for 
long time for mere differences ofopi- 
nion, — a truth wliich was admitted by 
theDissenters, who nevertheless wish- 
ed for this farther security. On the 
other side it was remarked, that if 
they repealed that part of the statute 
of William wliich applied to the Tri- 
nity, it behoved them to preserve 
the other parts of it, or otherwise 
there was an end to th/3 religion of 
the country, and not only to the es- 
tablished religion of the country, but 
to that of the Dissenters also. Tlie 
law inquired, r.ot into the religious 
sentiments of any man wmist he kept 
them .secret; but it could not per-* 
mit individu^tls conlumelionsly to re- 
vile, either the Churf h, or Christiani- 
ty in general. He would add, under 
his Lordship's correction, that any 
contumelious attack pn the Trinity * 
would cvfen now be liable to prose- 
cution. , Mr Justice Blackstone, the 
liberality of whose sentiments onithp 
subject of i;eligious toleration'wert 
admitted on tidier side, had observ- 
ed, in hi> celebrated v/ork, that con- 
tumely and contempt were what no 
establishment could tolerote : whilst 


every man was entitled to worship 
God in his own way, he was noi at 
liberty to assert openly that the Bible 
wai a fable, the Christian revelation 
an imposture, and the whole religion 
of the country a system of lies and 
deceit. This was a question, indeed, 
in wdiich all dchominations of’Chris- 
tians were equally interested ; and if 
his view of the law were incorrect, 
he would be set right by the learn- 
ed Judge. lie had stated it to the 
same effect when he first addressed 
them/ and had not, as the defendant 
asscrtcd.> called upon the Court to 
state it for him. Dismissing,* there- 
fort3, this branch of the subject, he 
would refer to some other obcerva- 
tions of the defendant, who, after ex- 
periencing the greatest forbearance 
that ever was exhibited in a court 
of justice, who, after calling on the 
Judge repeatedly for hij; opinion, no 
sooner heard it than he controvevled 
it, and thought proper to make some 
personal allusions to himself 
Attorney-General.) These it was 
unbecoming in him to notice; but the 
public ought to be satisfied witu re- 
gard io the motives of this prosecu- 
tion. The defendant, indeed, was 
not very consistent in ills imputa- 
tions; at one time representing I/k-r ' 
as a Deist, acting merely as the in- 
strument of gthers ; and at another, 
as infiamN by a spirit of persecu- 
tion, and as desirous even of bring- 
ing him to the stake. That the de- 
fendant was in some degree an in- 
strument in other hands, there was. 
great reason to believe : but he could 
as.sure him that he knew little of his 
(the Attorney-General's) charaicter, 
if Ive imagined' him capable of this 
subservience. So long, hotprever, as 
he had the honour i,o bold his pre- 
sent situatiokn, he would employ his 
best exertions in support of the laws 
and constitution of his country : So 
long he should deem it his duty to 
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bring to justice those who, like the 
present defendant, assailed them. 
Th^n as to the Insinuation that he 
was an unwilling agent in this tro- 
secution, and that it emanated from 
the Clergy, it was wholly unfound- 
ed. This publication had attra^'ted 
tiro notice of his esteemed and wor- 
thy predecessor, who consulted him 
jespecting it. Neither of them en- 
tertained the slightest doubt, nor 
could any reasonable man, that it 
was a fit subject for prosecution ;^for 
so long as Government itself es- 
timable, it ought to be gi^arded a- 
gainst «uch dangerous attacks as the 
present. How was it possible, ^lat 
in 1818, they could suffer the same 
thin^ to be ^one with impurfity which 
had been prosecuted and punished 
ds a blasphemous and impious libel 
in 1797 and in 1813 ? It was his du- 
ty to prevent -the dissemination of 
such poison at all times, because at 
• all times it might produce irrepara- 
bly mischief ; not indeed to the Icarn- 
•ed, nor to those who had leisure to 
inquire fully into so grave a subject, 
but tq the unwary, the ignorant, and 
the easily deluded. Let no man' how- 
ever, be arrogant enough to suppose, 
thift Christ4anit;f was to be overturn- 
^j4-dJy^sucira publication as the pres 
*sent, after the weapons of Tindal, 
Bolingbroke and Gibbon had fallen 
harmless to the grotind. IKit though 
L'hristianity could not be injured, in- 
dividuals might. The defendant had 
triumphantly told them that he had 
^already sold thousands of copies of 
this work. Who could deny that 
such an extensive sale miglit pro- ' 
ducainjurious consequence^ in many 
quarters,^* pven although Chrislmni- 
ty were placed upon a rock not to^be 
snalcen even by Thomas Paine ? The 
flefendant complained tljat here was 
a prosecution, and yet the Court de- 
clined to enter the field of contro- 
vert with him. The Court could 


not so enter. The law of the land 
forbade it. To do so would be to do^ 
a thing to which it was in every way* 
incompetent. Was Christianity re- 
duced to such a state, that it was to 
be submitted to twelve gentlemen in 
that box to confirm or reject its au- 
thority ? When an individual was 
charged with insulting religion, and 
with endeavouring to bring iuinto 
contempt, could it be expected that 
a* court of justice would inquire 
Whether religion deserved to be so 
•treated i As well might a man 
charged with tlieft or murder at th^ 
Old Bailey tell the gentlemen of the 
jury, that he con^dcred the Bible 
fabulous; and that as his offence was 
forbidden only by tlie common law, 
itie authority of which he equally de- 
nied, they were incompetent to try 
iiim. He was indeed wasting his 
breath and their time in maintaining 
a proposition obvious to common 
sense itself** What was the question 
which they had to try ? The charge 
against the defendant was, that he 
had published a scandalous, blasphe- 
mous, and impious libel on the Old 
and New Testament. Had he done 
so, or had he not ? The work spoke 
for itself, and the intention of pub- 
lisin'ng it was avowed. He had read 
the whole book, and there were some 
passages in it mucli worse than 
those sclccftcd in the information : 
'with some of these he felt it his pain- 
ful duty once more to disgust them. 
(The Learned Gentleman here read 
some offensive passages, which M'e 
need not repeat.) Could these pas- 
sages, he would ask, be defended as 
free and candid di>quisitiion upon 
controverted points, such as that of 
the*Triniiy ? No : the object was to 
^\rikt? away the Bible, altogether. 
Discussion was easily to be dis- 
tinguished from Veviling and defa- 
mation. If this were tolerated, it were 
better that. religion should have no 
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influence at all; and if religion were 
tliscarded, they might be assured that 
the Constitution would soon fall like- 
wise. The defendant had been aU 
lowed to read the whole work, in or- 
der to show, if he could, that the 
passages quoted differed from the 
sense imputed to them ; but it turn- 
ed out that the publication w'as full 
of the most disgusting and offensive 
abuse that ever was produced. Could 
this, then, be called a persecution of 
opinions, and not a prosecution of a 
gross and infamous libel ? With re- 
gard to the alleged hardship of so 
many prosecutions, the defendant 
must know, that" one only had been 
instituted at the instance of Govern- 
ment. But every day on which the 
defendant had sold the work he had 
repeated his oflbnce ; and if he con- 
tinued to sell it after notice of the In- 
formation, he sinned with his eyes 
open, and had little ground of com- 
plaint. lie had accused him (the 
Attorney-General) of exciting pre- 
judices against liini, and complained 
that the jury had been called upon 
to convict. With regard to preju- 
dices, if any had been excited, it 
must have been by the defendant's 
own conduct. The jury had been 
called upon to convict only if they be- 
lieved the charge to be true; though, 
undoubtedly, he had reminded them, 
that they were pledged to the truth 
of Christianity by the oaths which 
they had ta^en. The defendant as- 
serted his belief in God and a future 
stiLte ; but how was it that our know- 
ledge of a future state bad been ac- 
quired? Not by the Ijght of naturt%^ 
but from a divine revelation alone. 
Look a^. the sages of antiquity who 
speculated on this subject; at *‘So-" 
crates, at CJcero ; and see what wer«e 
the wild and'Visionary notions wliich * 
they formed of an after existence. 
Mankind were lost in uncertainty, 
and found no footing, \y) assurance, 


till the Gospel promised, not only 
a future state, but a future stat^i of 
rewards and punishments. Deism 
waf in fact as bad, as dangerous as 
Atneism ; and as to what had been 
said with regard to Paine remdning 
flrm^ in his conviction, he had reason 
to doubt its accuracy. He believed 
that doubts would one day enter the 
mind of the defendant also ; *and if 
they should occur when about to 
quit this sublunary scene, and he 
should reflect that he had but poi- 
soned* one mind, or deprived but one 
individual of the glorious hope held 
out by the Gospel, he would f ?cl that 
he had done what ages of penitence 
would not atone for ; that lie had 
made himself answerabje, not* only 
for his own, but for the crimes of an- 
other. The jury had a momentous 
question to try. Those who had hi- 
therto Jived in the confident hope of 
a future state, trusted that, on this 
occasion, that hope would not be 
pronounced delusive. They (tl»“ 
jury) had, he doubted not, inculca 
ted on the minds of their children 
the precepts of our sacred rejigion, 
and taught them, as morning and 
evening alternated, to repeat the beau- 
tiful prayer composed by-^ur i^ avtour 
himself. Were they prepared 
to address these children, and say,^ 
that although they had, up to this 
moment, 'Jed them to reverence the 
.faith wliich they themselves enter- 
tained, the Age of Reason had now 
dawned ? If such was the view taken, 
their oaths as jurors were a mere 
nullity; the obligation under which 
they acted had no sanction ; and the 
justice v^hich they aimed at adminis- 
teryig was at an end. With regard 
to what had been said of lus having 
a stake in the issue of this question, 
he had none, except what they all 
had in common, in the maintenance 
of religion, and the Constitution. 
The jury would not swerve from the 
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clear path whicli their consciences 
pointed out, in bringing to a conclu- 
sioir a trial which*liad no other origin 
or object than what had been dis- 
tinctly stated. The duty which they 
had Aow to perform was solemn and 
ipiportant ; but it was at the ^nie 
tinje easy ; one from which they 
would not be misled by the taunts, 
.or scoffings of infidels. If the facts 
justified the conclusion to which he 
himself had arrived, they would a- 
dopt it, and in guarding society from 
pollution, satisfy the anxious ^hopes 
and expectations of the puyic* 
ThcwAttorncy-General havingcon- 
■ eluded, the Lord Chief- Justice imme- 
diately addressed tlks jury, and having 
stated, with precision, tiic Substance 
of each count of the information, re- 
ferred to the several points on which 
the defence had been rested. Much 
had been urged in the course of the 
defence, of which ail who heard it 
» must disapprove ; but the jury were 
^qt on that account to suffer any pre- 
'judice to withdraw their considera- 
tion from the simple question on 
whiel) thoy were to decide. It had 
been it^ted, in the progress hf this 
inquirjp that all that had been writ- 
teil QjAhC’dBcrip^tures, and published 
defendant, was just and triu^ 
•fit and proper to be published. The 
aefendant had wished to read other 
writers who maintained sAuilar opi- 
nions, though not expressed in^ so 
strong, or perhaps so coarse a man- 
ner. He had also desired to call 
^ witnesses to speak to the differences 
"J)rcvailing among different religious 
sects. Ills Lordship had felt it his 
on mature consideration, and it 
would hardly be supposed tha^ he 
came to a trial like this without pre- 
vidusly turning his thoughts to the 
iBubject, to inform his^mind as to 
what course he ought to pursue in 
the different circumstances which 
roightbe expected to arise- He had 


then determined, and he did not re- 
gret the determination, that it was, 
not competent in a Christian court, 
in a court of law, to rise up and say 
that the Christian religion was not a 
religion of truth. It would be strange, 
indeed, if such a question were to be 
put in issue in order to be tried be- 
fore this tribunal. He had therefore 
resisted every attempt to introduce 
such a discussion, and should have 
f&lt that he was disgracing his situa- 
tion had he acted otherwise. Ano- 
^thcr topic of defence strenuously, 
and in some degree properly urged, 
was the danger of restraining free 
discussion and frtfC inquiry. God 
forbid that any such restraint should 
take place. But they had to dis- 
itinguish, whether the present publi- 
cation was an instance of that free 
inquiry and discussion, or a work of 
mere calumny and ridicule. There 
was no individual, and no subject, to 
whose character or to whose merits 
revilings and calumnies could be law- 
fully applied. The exercise of rea- 
son was allowed in the fullest man- 
ner by the law of England, because 
it was a law of public liberty and free- 
dom. Thatvlaw had adopted into it- 
self, and was in a great degree found- 
ed on, the Christian religion ; and 
from this source it was that its prin- 
ciples of liberality and humanity were 
derived. But though as a law of li- 
•berty it allowed perfect freedom of 
opinion, and interfered ^ith noman’s 
private belief, did not allow to e- 
very man to do what seemed good in 
his own eyes, if it were injurious to 
‘ society. Thqy had then to consider 
the character and tendency of this 
work ; for with regard to ^tention 
thity had no means of judging^ and 
f:oiiId not decide Vn t^e motive of 
any act, unless by soiAe extraneous 
proof it could h'e shown that the 
agent had a diiferent intention. The 
Christian religion forming part of the 
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lavir of the land, it was not fit that he 
or any other person should openly 
"deny its truth. That must be taken 
for granted in a court of justice. But 
in estimating the motives, it was not 
unreasonable to look at the object as- 
sailed, and compare it with that which 
it was proposed to substitute. The 
Christian system had advantages 
which never existed under any other 
i^ligious system. By the institution 
of the Sabbath, a day of rest was af- 
forded. Man had never been so kinfd 
to man as the Author of our religion.^ 
had been in establishing this regula- 
tion. Christianity, likewise, gave 
the best support the afflicted, and 
taught them to bear their sufTeringa 
with patience and resignation, in 
holding out to them a hope of tha 
highest kind — that of an eternit}^ of 
joy hereafter. Now, before any n?an 
assailed an establishment thus offer- 
ing blessings to all classes, he might 
be expected to pause and consider 
what he would substitute for that 
which he was anxious to destroy. 
The jury, not he, were to decide the 
question ; but he thought no man, 
wishing well to his fellow-creatures, 
would approach the subject without 
awe and reverence, without decorum 
both of thought and expression. Let 
them consider for a moment what 
was this crced«of Deism wliich hud 
been so eulogised. Christianity was 
addressed to all ; it was intended for 
all, and especially for the poor and 
humble. V’^at did DeiMii, «ns cx- 
po'indcd by the auflior of this work, 
present to them ? Cold, proud, and 
presumptuous, he reserved the bless»’ 
ings of a future state Vor a few, and 
condemned the great body of man- 
kind to merciless annihilation, say^ns 
that they were neither worthy af bej 
ing damned ivor saved. Such a sys- 
tem enabled all those who had the 
vanity to conceive tliat they had 
done great good in their^ generation 


to aspire after eternal blessings, while 
it set aside the great mass of man- 
kind as too insignificant for the no- 
tice of the Creator of the world. It 
wal^ remarkable too, that the latter 
part of the defence^which turned on 
the, danger of restraining free dis- 
cussion, was alkaken from those who 
were professed believers in Chris- 
tianity, but who, according td this 
publication, were infidels to God. It 
had been argued that Christianity 
did^not require the aid of the civil 
government. lie for one firmly re- 
lied on iu divine character, and be- 
lieved it would go on till it compre- 
hei^dcd, <rin God’s good time, the 
whole human race ; but althoggh it 
could noi be extirpated; it might for 
a time be superseded. They had 
seen an example of this in a neigh- 
bouring country, where it had been 
formally set aside. .All the bonds 
of society were immediately loot^cd, 
and a dreadful anarchy took place. 
The question turned on the charac- 
ter of the work, and that . .must now 
be collected from it as a whole. Was 
it fair and candid inquiry ^^Lpuk at 
the epithets applied to tl^q Scrip- 
tures : — “ a book full of lie.')/* a 
dangerous heresy,*^ “ i^d^ious 
jalsehood.” These were a fc^ wv'- 
cinicns, and he found none other to' 
soften their effect, or that indicated 
qpy othenobject, than to defame the 
JBible, and bring it into universal dis- 
befief and contempt. So thinking, it 
was bis duty to express his opinion 
to the jury ; and that opinion was, 
that this publication was a work oi 
calumny and scoffing, and therefore 
an unla^vTul publication. He dejiired 
them, however, to think an^gudge for 
th(*msclves. Other juries hatUhought 
with him; but they were to form their 
own verdic^ without any reference 
to farmer dcci.sions. Some witnesses 
had been called, the relevancy of 
whose evidence might well be doubt- 
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ed, because moral character had no 
general connection with profane pub- 
lications. He dhubted not that their 
verdict would be such as their .lodg- 
ments dfetatedy and their consciences 
appi'oved. ^r' 

The jury, after being close'ed a- 
b«ut half an hour, returned to Court, 
and pronounced a verdict of Guilty, 


Carlile’s trial for publisijing 

Palmer’s “ Principles of Na-i 

TUUE,” 

Court of Kin^s Bcnch^ Guildfiall^ 

• Friday ^ Oct, 15. 

■ « . 

The defendant entered the Court 
*attended by two officers. He look- 
ed extremely ill. 

The Lord Gliief- Justice took his 
sciU on the Bench exactly at half 
past nine, and the cause of “ The 
King against Carlile” was immedi- 
ately called. 

The jury being sworn, MrMarryat 
stalled tilt case to them, after which 

Mr t^rney rose, and said, that this 
pr6sc^jution had been instituted by 
th6^ Dcieiy for the Suppression of 
which conceived that the rc^- 
Jjgfion of the country, on which all 
morality was founded, was not less 
^ntitled to the protection 5f the Isl\P3 
than any other part of their invalua'* 
ble institutions. And when they 
saw, in one of the most public streets 
of the metropolis, works exhibited 
Yor sale which attacked and reviled 
the Holy Scriptures ; when they saw ^ 
^uck works daringly and* ostenta- 
tiously sold at the shop of this duj^n- 
dant, w|,)ich he had been pleased, in 
the efiVontery of his impiety, to style 

The Temple of Reason,” ** The - 
Office of the Republican and Deist;’* 
when they saw all this, they thought 
thcfnselves called upon to do their 

VOL, xrt. FART n. 


part to put down a class of publica- 
tions, which, were they to succefd 
in their objects, would dissolve all 
the bonds by wj^ich civil society ia 
held together. The indictment im* 
puted to the defendant, that, with the 
design of bringing the Holy Scrip- 
tures into disbelief, he had publish- 
ed a certain scandalous, impious, and 
blasphemous libel, of and conefirniog 
the Holy Scriptures and the Chris- 
tian religion. The book which was 
imputed as a libel to the defendant, 
was entitled, “ Principles of Nature ; 
or a Developcment of the Moral 
Causes of Happiness and Misery a- 
mong the Human Species.” It pro- 
fessed tb be by Elilm Palmer ; and 
tlie imprint stated that it was origi- 
•nally a production of the American 
.press, but reprinted and published 
iff London by ’ R. Carlilo, 55. Fleet 
Street, Whether all these state- 
ments were true or false, he knew 
not ; whether there existed any such 
person as this Klihii Palmer, or whe- 
ther the book had ever been be- 
fore printed, he neither knew nor 
cared. It was enough that he found 
the defendant openly publishing it 
with his owa hand ; and, as it would 
be his business to show them, pub- 
li^iing it with no other purpose than 
that charged in the indictment — the 
profane and wicked purpose of revil- 
ing the Christian religion and the 
"Holy Scriptures. It was painful to 
give utterance to sucK passages as 
he would be obliged to read to them 
in support of his case; passages^ so 
abominable, that except certain parts 
vf that infamous work wdth the con- 
sideration of which the Court nad 
for these three da 3 ^s past been oc- 
’ ejuj^ied, he remembered not t(\havc 
?ead or beard of any thing so re- 
» markable for wiclfedrtess and atroci- 
ty. (Here the Learned Gentleman 
read the introduction to the chapter 
entitled, “ Tfic Bible, or the Sacred 
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Writings of the Jews andChristians.”) 
For what purpose but that of revil- 
ing the Christian religion could any 
man think of coupling together two 
such names as these, (Moses and Mo 
hammed,) one the most exalted and 
beneficent character God ever sent 
upon earth ; the other, the most im- 
pious impostor that ever lived ? A- 
trocious as it was, they could little 
expect what followed. (Here Mr 
Gurney read passages from the work*^ 
'in which the immaculate conception 
is spoken of in the most horrible and < 
disgusting terms.) This, they were 
told, was the freedom with which the 
principles of the ‘Christian religion 
ought to be discussed. The learned 
counsel declared that he could not 
abstain from repeating the expres-' 
sive language of one of the greatest, 
scholars that had ever lived, who, pd^- 
sessing all those acquisitions which 
could be made in this world, added 
to tliat which was coraraV)nly called 
learning, the most intimate know- 
ledge of the languages and manners 
of the nations of the East. Tiiat dis- 
tinguished individual, whose life was 
the be.st comment on his writings, 
and who had possessed himself of 
such stores of learning as perhaps no 
other riian could ever boast of, Sir 
William Jones, upon a blank leaf of 
his Bible, and short time before his 
death, had written a few lines in his 
own handwriting, which, however of- 
ten they had been quoted, he was 
sure the jury would excuse him for 
repeating in that place : “ I have 
read with the deepest attention the^ 
Holy Scriptures throughout, and am 
of c?oiniou that they contain, inde- 
penuently of their divine origin, more 
genujne sublimity and beauty, irfbre 
interesting historical information, and 
higher strains pf cjoquence and mo- 
rality, than could be collected from 
all the books that ever were written,” 
Such was the character attached to 


the Holy Scriptures by that fervid 
and powerful thinker ; and such tes- 
timony, he should contend, was hot 
to Ip shaken by all the profanity, 
and bold and impious assertions of 
all the ignorant infi&els in existdhee. 
On ohis subject he would forbear to 
enlarge, remembering that he was*Ki 
a court of law, in a country which 
had founded all its institutions on the 
Christian religion. If one man was 
to be called in question 'for reviling 
and»holding up another to contempt, 
was justified in attacking and re- 
viling religion ? And could he who was 
not allowed to scoff at an individual, 
be permitted to revile that most sa- 
cred institution which was the founda- 
tion of ail the laws tliat bind so- 
ciety together ? It had pleased God 
to permit the Christian world to be' 
divided into^ different sects, for rea- 
sons which it was no^ g<?ven to man 
to comprehend. But tliere were 'ob- 
vious advantages arising from this 
divine regulation. The Scriptures 
were prevented from being interpo-* 
lated, and a vigour was excited in 
the exercise of charity, iV^ichVas 
greater than faith and hot e. It 
would be absurd to doubt, tYit i*ho 
God of mercy had so oKlairitKJ Vor 
tlie good of his creatures. 
defendant might say, that we weia? ' 
not justified in fringing the offence 
charged iftto court, for it amounted 
Hinly to a difference of c/pinion, ancf 
there was no law by which such a 
supposed offence could be tried. A 
man charged with robbing another, . 
and put upon his trial at the Old 
Baile}^ might say, ” By what law 
am I brought here Upon being 
told, by thp common law4*.“ No,*^ 
he might say, ** there is no Iqw to jus- 
tify this ; it is unjust to pul me here : 

] am at liberty to do as I please, 
and he who attempts to prevent me 
places an unwarrantable restriction 
upon me. I may pick a man’s pbeket; 
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You may think that wrong, but that 
]» only a difference of opinion/* 

( Here there xvas a laugh in Court, J 
A man might argue in this minner 
upon murd^er, ancl the indulgence of 
odit)U8 passion^; and this was the 
^reasoning of the defendant. Cood 
God { and was a inarfto reckon himself 
j^sccuted who was called in ques- 
tion for such a crime as he had been 
describing ? He was not to be deter- 
red from' declaring these to be his 
sentiments by the apprehensioi^that 
they would be called the can^ofone* 
who was an enemy to a f^ee press. 
Irreligion and sedition had, indeed, 
a cant, and pretended to support 
whaJt "they were calculated and in- 
tended to destroy. Did tlie defend- 
ant think that the press sanctified 

* what was polluted i The gentlemen 
of the jury were the cojiservators of 
the liberty of tlie press: “ And if,** 
said the learned counsel, ** 1 have'in- 

, vaded it, you will stand up as its pro- 
tectors. 1 call upon you to protect 
tfie pre|8 against the attempts of 
those who render it odious by abuse, 
by^gvil^ig religion, until every good 
man l^/giqs to think, that the benc- 
hes i^uing from the liberty of the 
pfe^^^arewnord than counterbalan- 
by thfi vice and immorality with 
qjlMch the nation is deluged.” 

He called upon the jury to give a 
patient hearing to all tlfat the l»w 
would allow the defendant to f^ate 
in his defence ; and having done so, 
he was confident, that they, by their 
verdict of condemnation, would con- 
'tribute to stem that torrent of inh- 
delity which had threatened to carry* 
away all our institutions, afl ourlaws, 
and with .them all our happines^^ 
The^ sale of the publication in* 
question being proved, the indict- 

* ment was read by the desire of the. 
Lord Chief-Justice, and some pas- 

* sages were read at the special request 
ofth<? defendant. 


Mr Carlile, in his defence, pun ubd 
a course similar to that which be had 
adopted on his former trial, for the 
publication of ^^‘oe's Age qf Rea* 
son ; attempting to justify, till inter- 
rupted by the foreman of the jury, 
who declared, that they were una- 
nimously of opinion that Mr Carlile 
was pursuing a very improper line 
of defence and resting his claim to 
an acquittal on his construction of 
the act of the 53d of the King, en« 
\it1ed, “ An Act to relieve from cer- 
tain penalties persons who conscien- 
tiously disbelieved the doctrine of 
the Trinity.** After this the Lord 
Chief- Justice suihmed up, and the 
Jury having consulted about two 
minutes, returned a verdictof GuUty, 


On the 16th day of November, Mr 
Carlile, who had been convicted of 
a blasphemous libel at the last Nisi 
Prna sittings in the city of London, 
was brought up to receive judg- 
ment. Mr Denman made a motioa 
in arrest of judgment, which wras 
unsuccessful, and Mr Carlile spoke 
ill mitigatiiin of punishment. Mr 
Justice Bailey, after an impressive 
atldress to the defendant, awarded 
the sentence of the Court as follows s 
“ The sentence of the Court upon 
you, Richard Carlile, is, that for the 
* first offence of which you have been 
found guilty, the publication of 
Paine*s Age Reason^ you pay a 
fine to the King of L.IOOO, and be 
imprisoned for two years in the coun- 
'•ty jail of Doriiet, in the town of Dor- 
chester ; and that for the s^ond, 
the publication of Palmer*# ^^rinci* 
jilds of Nature^ you pay a further 
dine^o the King df L.£00, and be 
further imprisoned fol* one year in 
the said jail of Dorchester : And 
that you be further imprisoned un- 
til those fines are paid, and also un- 
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til you give security, yourself in the of the peace and good behaviour for 
sum of L.IOOO, and two others in the term of your natural life*” 
the sum of L.lOO each, that you be . 
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Charge OF Murder ON board a numerous, and forty soldiers. For 
Convict Ship. the first three weeks after the de- 

parture of the vessel notliing parti- 
Admiralty Sessionsy Monday^ ciilair occtirred; but on the ITth ol’ 
January W, * April, a melancholy conflict occt«*red 

between tfie commander* of the ves- 
James Clements and John Drake sel and the convicts, under the sup- 
were put to the bar, and arraigned position of an insurrection on the 
for the wilful murder of John M*- part of the (jonvicts, and the conse- 
Ardle, on the 28th of April J817, off quence was the loss ol'-many lives. 
St Jago, on board a convict ship call* This occurrence was ndt yet made 
ed the Chapman^ on the High Seas, the subject of a separate indictment. 
Theprisoners both pleaded The principal transaction w as that pf 
Sir Christopher Uobinson, the the 28th of April, and to^ this the ' 
King’s Advocate, opened the case evidence would be chiefly directed, 
to the Jury. He observed, that no The leading testimony agSjnsS "the 
subject of greater difficulty than the prisoner was that of the c^ovicts, 
present case could be presented be- (who for this purpose had rApived 
fore any Court ; the question now the King’s pardon), con fiftned,M^ow- 
to be decided being, whether tile ewer, as they probably w’^ould 
prisoners at the bar had not gone the most material circumstances; 
much beyond flie power entrusted the soldiers, agaijjst whose evidence 
to them. The prisoner John Drake^ live same suspicion would not exist, 
was Captain of the convict-ship • lilie Attorney-Generai, Mr Gase-* 

on board which the murder w^as lee, and Mr Reynolds, were also 
commiited ; and it *va8 but fair to counst^l for the prosecution. The 
statb, w-ith regard to him, that this first witness called was 
case had undergone some kind of ^ Terence Kiernan.^ — He stated, that* 
inverf.igation at Botany Bay. In* in March^l817, he was shipped on 
conslguentje of an application to a board a vessel called the Chapman^ 
Suprelive*Tribuiial, the Captain had in tfac Cove of Cork. Sevisral other 
been allowed to on bail ; and 'convicts besides himself wo^e ship- 
had this day^urrendered himself to* ped for Botany Bay, on board the 
the law^s of hi^ country. The ship ^Chapman. JThere were about two 
Chapman sailed from Cork on the hundred convicts in all. The prison- 
14'th of March 1817, with about two er at the bar, John Drake, was Cap-* 
hundred convicts, a crew nearly as tain of the Chapman^ and Clelnclhts 
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was a marine on board the ship. A f- 
ter having sailed from St Jago, on 
tire night of rtic 17th of April, a 
contest took place. He was n<fc cer- 
tain of the day, ^ he was not lillow- 
<(l«to keep a J'tfg-book. Any con- 
^ viA*with writing in his possessipn, he 
^id, was immedialiely brought upon 
^ck and p/it to death. On the 17th 
ot April, several of the irons of the 
convicts were broken, and witness’s 
among tht: rest. On this day there 
was a great contest ; and on the 27th 
or 28t!i of April following, tfnothej; 
tiring look place. The greater part 
ofthg convicts were confined between 
decks. Before the firing Qomnienccd 
on 27th of April, he was in his 
birfli, close to the deck on the star- 
board side, when he heard Baxter. 

• (one of the officers of the ship) say 
to Clements, Arc you there 
Clements ^icl, “ 1 am.*’ Baxter then 
s^id, “ Raise a false alarm, and we 
will kill every bl — dy one of them.” 
Clements said, “We will ; but it is 
t'oo soon yet. Wait till the gentle- 
men go *to bed, and then we will have 
more t» 4 'ne.” Baxter replied, “ It is 
a ver^v 'good time now ; the»gentle- 
tncp^V^rc all in their cabins ; and when 
yq^.loegiit, don’t be commanded by 
pa|Uain, •Doctor, or Ollicers, and J’ll 

^ J^accountablc.” He then heard a 
' sound, which he supposed to be the 
drawing of a raitirod. tWitnessJay 

• in his birth, under the starboard foi;e-^ 
scuttle. He heard Clements use 
some expression about the Irish, and 
said, “ I will let go.” He then put 
the muzzle of his gun down the 
scuttle, and fired his piece. Thft, 
firing then became general, and it 
lasted .nearly an hour and a half. 
Witness continued in his birth®! the 
fime, *and never left it. Some time] 

* after the firing had ceased, Baxter, 
accompanied with soldiers, came a- 

- mong the convicts, and he there saw 


his messmate, John M^Ardle, dead 
in his birth. He appeared to have 
been killed by a bullet fired from 
some piece. The ball entered at the 
bottom of his sfomach, and remain- 
ed in his body. He believed the shot 
which killed this man had come from 
the soldiers’ apartment. 

Cross-examined by Mr Common- 
Sergeant. — He never was in aoy gaol 
before the larceny for which he had 
been transported. He knew a man 
“ of the name of Crawley, a sailor on 
board the Chapman^ who was put in 
irons for giving instruments to the 
convicts to break their irons. Wit- 
ness himself bro4ce his middle iron 
w^ith a broom stick, and he saw seven 
or eight other convicts with their 
irons broken. Witness broke his 
irons before he arrived at St Jago, 
and before the 17th of April he had 
a new iron put on. He swore that 
before the 27th of April there were 
not one lumdred and twenty convicts 
with their irons broken. He recol- 
lected a lever, and a piece of tin in , 
the shape of a knife, being found in 
the birth of himself and his messmate. 
He was flogged for this offence, and 
received double punishment for 
speaking Latin to the Doctor. The 
Doctor said, “ You are a good scho- 
lar, but a d — d rascal, and shall re- 
ceive double purwshment for it.” 
The convicts made pieces of tin into 
- knives to cut their meat, not being 
allowed knives. There was a Bible 
in the convict prison,* but he never 
heard any oa^h administered, D»-> 
Dewar and Michael Collins had said, 
that oaths had been taken by the 
convicts to be true to •theniselves, 
and to take the ship. Cojlif^ was a 
•ouvict himself. There wg^ convict 
’ also of the name%)f F^ncis Murphy. 
Witness never heart Murphy say 
that it was his* intention to murder 
all the crew. Ikaxier, the officer, 
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died on the voyage home. After 
the firing of the 17th he never saw 
any attempt to force the prison door. 
The door was perforated in many 
laces, and he supposed one of the 
ullets must have hit one of the hin- 

f es, as next morning he saw the door 
anging on one hinge. 

Examined by the Bench. — He was 
designed by his father for the Church 
of Rome. The Bible found was not 
his property, but that of a Mr Mac- 
Coster. The muzzles of the mus- ' 
kets were fixed between the gratings 
of the hatchway. He did not see 
Clement fire down into the prison, 
and only imagined* he had done so 
by what he had said. To the best 
of his belief there were about twenty 
irons found broken. The soldiers 
had frequently ill used the convicts, 
and witness had refused to go ox 
deck to get his allowance of wine in 
consequence of it. Until the 17th 
of April the convicts had nothing to 
complain of. . Witness lay in a birth 
next to the deck. 

Thomas Kelly was next called, 
and stated that he was also a convict 
on board the Chapman in March 
3817. On the 27 th of April, about 
8 o’clock at night, he lay in the up- 
per birth of the starboard fore-scufc- 
tie. While in this situation he heard 
Clements ask who was that talking 
Irish below i One of the convicts 
answered that there was no one talk-’ 
ing Irish, Clpnents then said, If 
you do not keep quiet^^ I will let go.” 
He immediately firea his musket. 
Witness saw the dash, but not the 
muzzb, of the gun. JVitness had 
been vounded in the contest of the 
17th April. The general firing 
commei^'>^d a minute or two aft^r 
the first gun fked, and contAiu- , 
ed for about tvo hours. The con* 
victs cried out ‘for ‘ mercy. John 
M^Ardle was killed in his birth, and 


witness’s brother, Bryan Kelly, also 
received a mortal wound. r 

Cross. examined,-^ When on board 
the slip, he never saw anyone sworn 
to miii^der the cre^or to do any thing 
else. ^ ' 

Examined by the Bench. — Wit-, 
ness slept in the upper birth,* aru^ 
Terence Kiernan slept under 
in the lower birth. There were two 
tiers of births in the ship. Witness, 
although he lay so neardhe dock, 
heard no conversation between Bax- 
|er £LT\h Clements. 

Michael, Wood, also a convict, 
was on board the Chapman. On the 
night of the 27th of April, he was in 
his birth, and heard Clementssask 
what noise ^bere was below ^ A con- 
vict of the name of Murray said, 
that there was no noise. Clements 
repeated twice that he would let go, 
and then fifed his musket. The 
firing then commenced from tfee 
fore, after, and main hatchways. It 
lasted for more than an hour. There 
were six wounded in this affair of 
the 28th of April. The chkin cable 
was so placed as to preventypersons 
below from coming on decki^ The 
anchor was placed on the scutt^?. * 
Cross-examined.— *Ile «hear^,no 
cqpversation on deck. He hp^i^ 
no threat among the convicts*^^ 
throw the soldiery overboard, nor 
di4 he sec* any hWks picked. He 
saw no convict with his irons broken. 
Dr Dewar had the irons taken ofl' a- 
bout thirty- five convicts because they 
were poorly. He never said to 
Jesse Warburton that there was a 
Conspiracy among the convicts to 
seize the bhip, murder the ofiiQ^rs 
and crew, and carry the yessel to 
America. ^ 

John Brown, one of the marines 
on board Xht^Ckapmun^ was placed 
on guard on the 2dth April. He 
was in the cabin when the firing com- 
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menced. He heard a ruBhing down 
below. He came out, and heard it 
said that the convicts had got upon 
deck. It was quite dark, and hefceard 
a^ 4 ;reat noise. He heard no Irders 
Capti -Drake. The firing 
• cohdnued about ten minutes. ^ After 
^le firing had ceased, he saw Cap- 
VKO Drake on the quarter-deck. 

• Cross-examined. — The soldiers, 
and himself among them, slept upon 
theifsarms for six weeks, for fear of 
being^^urdered by the prisoners. ^ 
AssoorVas the ship had pa^ed S| 
Jago, all the crew thought their live.-? 
in danger. It was the intention of 
the convicts to take th« ship^ and 
miyidfer all the erjew. After the fir- 
in'^ on the‘28th, witness* went down 
into the prison among tlie convicts, 
with Mr Baxter, and one of the con- 
victs addressing Baxter said, You* 
)nay thank,Corporal Bfown (ivitness) 
for being present, or we would 
blanket you;” and witness under- 
stood this expression as an intima- 
tion that they would smother him. 

George Cook was another marine 
oit Jboard the Chapman* On the 
nighyjf the 28th of April, the first 
thir^^ he heard was a report of a mus- 
The firing lasted for almost 
tenjni miles. He did not knowjby 
orders the firing commenced, 
and did not sec Captain Drake till 
after the firing w«is oven ^ 

Cross-examined. — He believed, i^ 
the firing had not commenced, the 
ahip would have been taken,iand the 
crew murdered. He heard the con- 
victs say, ** Fire away, fire away ; 
your ammunition will soon be gom^ 

' an4 we ifill take the ship.” He 
heard .4^ rush of the convicts in a 
body against the prison- door, land it 
was forced off the hinges. TheyJ 
bad then only to bre^k through the 
bulk- head to get possession of the 
magazine of arms and ammunition. 
OolAns, one of the convicts, stated, 


i5 

that the day after the ship left,^St 
Jago, it was their intention to take 
the ship, had not the Norlhumbir^ 
land seventy-four gun-ship hove in 
sight. It was ifttended (Collins add- 
ed) to throw the sentinels down the 
hatchway, to fasten the officers down 
in the cabin, and to seize the arms. 
Between the nights of the 17th and 
28th of April several gun-flipts and 
locks had been taken from the guus 
of the sentinels, and ten rounds of 
cartridges were abstracted. Collins 
also said that a feint attack was in- 
tended to be made, and the main 
body was to follow and take the ship. 

This closed the evidence for the 
proseciition. 

Mr Justice Park said, that as no 
evidence had been adduced affecting 
Captain Drake, he should not call 
^pon him for his defence. 

The Attorney-General suggested, 
whether it would not be proper, with 
respect tp Clements, to ask the opi- 
nion of the jury whether the story 
told against him was believed. 

Mr. Justice Best. — Which of the 
stories do you mean, Mr Attorfiey, 
for they all contradict each other ? 

Thejury declared theiropinion, that 
there was no occasion to put either 
4 )f the prisoners upon their defence, 
and they were consequently 


Charge of Murder on Board a 
Convict 

# ^ 

Admiralty Sessionst Tuesday , 
January 12. 

John Drake, Alexandei^Dewar, 
mid Christopher Bustead^^ere in- 
dimed for the* wilfpJ^iuViler of 
Daniel M‘Cornuck,P on board the 
convict ship Chapi^ian^ on the 17th 
of April 1817, being then on the 
High 
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.Sir Christopher Robinson stated 
the case to the jury at considerable 
length, but we will not follow him in 
the detail, nor do we think it neces- 
sary to go minutely into the evi- 
dence, it being nearly the same as 
that given in the preceding trial, 
the case having grown out of similar 
circumstances, though not applying 
to th^ same individuals. The prison- 
er Drake, the Captain, was, as our 
readers will observe, acquitted of the 
murder of M'Ardle. Mr Dewar was# 
the surgeon of the Chapman \ and 
Mr Bustead was the officer who com- 
manded the troops on board. 

Patrick Smith was a prisoner on 
board the Chapman in ApW.) 1817. 
There were about 200 persons on 
board altogether. He remembered 
the I7th of April. lie was in bed 
about 9 o’clock on the night of that 
day, and was alarmed by the report 
of a gun ; after that he had heard 
several more : it appeared as if pro- 
ceeding down the main hatch. He 
heard the soldiers run over the deck, 
and the cry was raised of Mind 
the fore hatch,” “ Mind the main 
hatch,” &c., and then the firing con- 
tinued very briskly for ^nearly two 
hours. He did not remember any 
particular remarks made at the tim«3 
by the soldiers, but about the close 
of it he heard the prisoner, Captain 
Drake, give orders to cease firing. 
He heard not the least noise among'- 
the prisoners before the firing com- 
menced. He* was not amongst the 
^rispners ; being aHowed to act as 
Burgeon’s mate, he was permitted to 
sleeplin tlie sick-bay.^ After the < 
firingF had .nearly ceased, he heard 
the A^victs cry out, “ Mercy,” 

** Merc^’ several times. He heart 
nothin^ bul't^ioans after that foi^the^ 
night. In the ftiornlng, he saw Mac- 
cormick w'ith ‘two* other persons 
brought in ; McCormick was dead. 
Tiie prisoner Dewar cnliUJ down in 


the morning earlier than usual. Wild- 
ness heard him say to the convicts, 

** You brought it upon yourselves.” 

Cfoss-examined by the Common 
Servant. — Did n\jt hear the convicts 
confess that the^iad brought 
vpoi\, themselves. They mude"^ nq 
answer to the » charge of Iiavif^*; 
brought it upon themselves. Ke 
always heard the convicts say uiey 
were innocent. He persisted in 
saying that there was bo rilsh of 
the pnsoners before the firing com- 
^meneW. There was none near the 
art where he was; and if fcherc liad 
cen any, he must have hea«*d it. 

In the marning, he saw the door of • 
the bulk-head somewhat dailtKged, 
hut that was caused by the 
One ball had struck the box into 
which the holt shot, and broke it ; 
and two others struck the hinge, so 
that the dooV fell open., lie never 
heard that the guard was turned np 
twice on the night of the J2th, five 
days before the present transaction. 
He knew Hoyle, one of the convicts, ^ 
and heard him coiiipluin oV having 
been severely used by hist fcjlc^w- 
prisontrs. This was before tWj i7tli. 
He did not hear him say tha^. this 
ill usage was caused** by kis )^;iAg 
refused to take an oath. *11 e l^c'^d 
tlie convicts charged with admift^- * 
taring oaths to each other, but he 
kqcw of nonsuch daths. 

, By the Court. — He never heard * 
of any disturbance before the 17th. 
He knew that several of the convicts 
had got off their irons. There were 
less that 80 in that situation. There 
iVerc some men punished before the 
17th, but*he did not reqoiiect tihat 
it was for breaking their irgnis. 

• Jofin Pagan examined J)y Mr 
Gaselee. — Was a convict on board 
the Chapman^ and was in the habit * 
of occasionally assisting the Doctor 
in the hospital. His account of the • 
firing and of the conduct of thd eda- 
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vicl« was nearly similar to that given 
by«the last witness. 

In his cross-examination, he said, 

^ he did not know of any misconluct 
on Ijic part of the ionvicts. A Bout 
” 11 ^ ^ays before the 17th he heard 
jgn alarm on deck, and a shot 6red» 
dould not say* what was the 
, ca'i^e. 

Francis Murphy examined by Mr 
Reynolds. — Witness was a convict on 
board ^e Ghapman, on the l^th of 
April. Tbcre was a muster of thi j3ri- 
soners that morning, but it wSs not 
to examine their irons. Hg went to 
bed about seven o’clock. Not many of 
-the convicts then remainediup. •A- 
bout(::;nehe heard a running on deck, 
and foon after that a firing*down ihe 
main hatchway. Raxter, the third 
mate, thrust a cutlass down tlie 
scuttle, and cried out, “ You d — d 
convicted viUains, arc you corning on 
deok ? but wa are ready for you.” 
• Witness heard Lieutenant Bustcad 
say, “ Fire away and Captain Drake 
%aid, Y^u d — d convicted villains, 
we shall soon be between decks with 
you* jve’d fire amongst you and scat- 
ter yoi{.- ’ The convicts crietl out 
fof mv cy several times. There had 
beCna.b noi#e aiflong them more than 
usual|i,on tfle early part of that nigliW 
T. .rf'S^oss-cxainined by Mr Alley. — 
lie had been in three gaols in Ire- 
land, and was bred iip in the victual- 
ling line, but was never a doctor, 
did not know that he was to be doc- 
tor w hen the ship was taken arfd the 
crew murdered. Dr Dewar charged 
him with such an intention, but it was 
not the case. life never confessed 
to a»y person that he was tb be doc- 
tor, or that the guard and crew \ycrc 
to be Quirdered. lie was called 
upon deck the day after the firing, 
placed upon his knees, a blun- 
dcrl)uss presented to his head by 
•Baxter, who told him he would blow 
hisbnfins out, unless he confessed. 


He was then asked, whether be did 
not know that a plan had been kid, 
to take the ship, and murder the 
crew. He never said to several per* 
sons on that occasion, ** It was God’a 
truth, that it was the intention of the 
convicts to murder the officers and 
guard.” He was certain he never 
said any thing like it to any body. 
He never went round for tbe*piir- 
pose of administering an oath, and 
never saw or heard of one being ad* 
diinistered. On the 16th, there was 
,a muster for examining the irons. 
There were only six or seven persons 
wdth their irons tiled off'. He did not 
hear Captain Dral^ say, Soldiers, 
cease firing, and we shall see whe- 
ther we cannot make them quiet by 
•going below.” 

^ Peter Allen, a man of colour, (ex- 
amined by Sir C. Robinson.) w'as al- 
so a convict on board the Chapman. 
lie remembered the 17th of April. 
On the nigJit of that day he beard 
one of t!)c soldiers call out to Cap- 
tain Drake that there w ere some men 
at the hatchway ; to which the Cap- 
tain replied, Fire away.” The fir- 
ing then commenced, and continued 
till he was \sounded. After that he 
could not tell what passed, having 
bm.*n rendered speechless and insen- 
sible by the shot. There had been 
no previous disturbtmce among the 
prisoners. The next morning he was 
felled upon deck by Captain Drake, 
and told to confess w']io were the 
ringleaders of ^he mutiny, but he 
said he knew notbirig of it. He 1 
then told to prepare for death, but 
*fvas afterwaril^ sent below. I 
Cross-examined by the«Conipon 
Sergeant.— He had hoard oftbcil^ard 
■ bellig called up a few eveg^n^s be- 
2jre the ITih. TRere a row, 
which he heard was caSsed by some 
of liie convicts attempting to get on 
deck by the cable scuttle. He never 
saw any pessou attempt to gel up. 
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‘ By the Court* — There were only 
.two or three up when he ^ went to 
bed ; but he admitted that, in his de- 
positions before the Magistrates, he 
nad sworn there were twenty con- 
victs up at that time. 

John Ryan, examined by the At- 
torney-General. — Was a conviction 
board the Chapman^ and remember- 
ed the 17th of April. There had 
been no noise or disturbance of any 
kind among the prisoners before the 
firing commenced. 

Cross-examined by Mr Alley.-— ^ 
Witness was examined in the cabin 
a few days after the l7th. On that 
occasion he acknowledged that Mor- 
rison, M*Laughlin, Peter Alien, and 
some others, were the ringleaders 
of the mutiny, and that the object 
was to murder the Captain and crew^ 
and to take the ship. He also snid 
on that occasion, that the reason why 
the 1 7th was fi.xed upon was, that they 
would then be near the Line, and of 
course nearer to the coast of Ameri- 
ca. The whole of the crew were to 
be murdered, with the exception <jf 
one sailor, who was to be kept as long 
as there was any use for him, and 
then to be thrown overboard. A 
hundred of the convicts were to be 
kept with irons on, in order to 
ceive any King’s ship which might 
board them, ^rank Murphy (one of 
the witnesses) was to be doctor, 
Morrison to be captain, and Pet?r 
Allen (another witness) was to be 
chief mate. The plan was, (as he 
"^syd then,) that b feint attack was to 
be made on one part of the ship, the 
betler to cover the real one, which* 
wasi to be made on another part. He 
tolcN^.this at the time, merely to 
save hii^fc. He told the same sfoy * 
when he drived in harbour to Me 
Campbell, tRe Secretary to the Go- 
vernor ; but when he got on shore 
he denied it all, because it was not 
true. ‘ * 


Re-examined by the Attorney^Ge- 
neral. — The story he told to the Gap- 
tain was not true. He told it tolsave 
hisrlife. Collins, (another convict,) 
who had been cs|[led into the e9.bin, 
was in it when wihiess entered^ 
Doator and the Captain aske'd him 
to say all he kfiew about it, -butrbe 
said that he was as ignorant of ‘«iny 
thing about a mutiny as the child uiu 
born. The Doctor said, “ PH make 
you Xnow : you shall be<^flog^d first 
an^fjshot after.” The Captain then 
came, and importuned Iflm to tell 
what hc^jknew, adding, that he would 
save his life by confessing as«ColIins 
did; that he would be sent home,* 
and should haveiU great deal of mo- 
ney. then confessed al^ that 

Collins told him, but it was not true. 
He told the same thing to Mr Camp- 
bell, but he was then a prisoner 

To a question by tUe Court, he 
answered, that he was not in iaons, 
but could walk about along with the? 
sailors. 

William Lea examined by Mi 
Gaselee. — He remembered the night 
of the firing : it lasted aboqt* two 
ho\xT% and a half. He was' brought 
on deck the next morning, p\ on Ids 
knees along with bthevs, Vas 
/.old, that as he was the ^reatqst ras- 
cal he should die first. He wafi 
asked whether he had a cap to pull 
«ver his ^es. He said no, and one 
• of,the sergeants pulled bis shirt over 
his head. He was then informed 
that^ie had but ten minutes to live, 
and desired to confess. He told them 
he had nothing to say, but was ready 
to die, and they might fire away as 
soon as they liked. Hewasaskedwhe- 
thg/* he would take his oathlbat he had 
not been sworn as to the mij^^iny* He 
said he did not wish to be sworn, as 
he was goi^g to die. The Doctof 
then said that they (the soldiers) 
might fire away as soon as they plea<> 
sed. He was after th?it takch i^by 
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tlie Doctor and ordered to be flog- 
. ged^ but he was not Roigged. He was 
lied to a rope andlhrown astern> arid 
towed after the ship for some ti*ie. 
He was ducked nir^e or ten tiiifeit 
iiiis Vas by the’ Doctor’s order. 
]^hen he was taken on board he was 
"■^iio^irable to speak or liear. He was 
frecj^iently afterwards punished, and 
.• was kept chained to the poop for 
fourteen weeks, until th ey w ere 
withinV^few^days’ sail of NiS? 9butii 
Wales. On one occasion, he i^le 
some conflessions to the Doctor ; but 
he did so ro save his life, apd what 
he said«was not true. He only an- 
sweted yes or no to the questions 
by tha Doctor, • 

Crdtes-examined by the 'Common 
Sergeant. — He used sometimes to 
work for the armourer, but never 
took any tools from him^ He was 
put in irons the day before the fir- 
ing, «nd was afterwards told that it 
i<was in consequence of his having 
been accused as one of the ringlead- 
tfrs. ^ 

Examined by the Court. — When 
he w^s» asked by the Doctor who was 
to be armourer of the ship, he saidTthat 
h^was. When asked, where the ship 
was*to be taken, lie said to America. 
He had said before that no person# 
tiafe^ tdld him any thing of the mutiny, 
and that he only answered yes or no 
to the questions of tlic Do<?tor, Hw 
' now said that his niemery was bfyj, 
and he could not recollect positively. 

Thomas Turner, a soldier of the 
guard on board the Chapman, re- 
membered the night of the 17th of 
April, as he was on duty from six to 
elghtto’clock. He got orde!*6 to fire 
if the prisoners should attcmpt,|o 
come up^ He got no orders on that 
niglit different from those he received 
dn other occasions. Hohgard a noise 
r in the prisons below, as if a rush was 
wiade fore and aft. He called down 
to the •convicts, to know what was 
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the matter, but received no answer: 
He then heard some of the soldiers , 
say, that the convicts were forcing 
the bulk-head. Soon after this he 
heard the firing. It was towards the 
sick-bay. He heard no orders given 
to fire, and could not say whether it 
was commenced by the soldiers or 
sailors. The firing lasted about a 
quarter of an hour. He did notfsee 
any of the convicts until afler the 
firing had ceased. He then saw some 
of them come round under the main 
hatchway, and heard them cry out 
for mercy, and say it was their owm 
fault for beginning it. During the 
firing he did not seef any of the three 
prisoners^t the bar. 

Cross-examined by Mr Alley. — 
When the convicts begged for mer- 
ely and said it >vas their own fault, 
mefey was shewn to them. There 
was a number of persons dressed, 
and walking about ; they did not ap- 
pear as if they had been in bed. 
There was a great noise, as of a vio- 
lent rush. He remembered the in- 
spection of the irons on the 12th. 
The rivets of many of them had been 
filed off, and some rope-yarn stuffed 
into the placft of them. By this means 
they thought to pass muster, and 
whf^n they got down they could ea- 
sily shake their irons off. About sixty 
of them were found rfith their irons 
off one morning. They frequently 
bTokc them after their being repair- 
ed. On the day after ll\p firing, he 
found the bar un^er the scuttle had 
been bent, which must have been doj^ 
from below, if those bars had bjpn 
Amoved, the •convicts could Iwve 
come on deck four at a time. TIpre 
was such confusion on deck, thjirthe 
'sokRcrs did not know for sm^ time 
vslietlfbr the ship wdl thoj'^wn, or 
in possession of the conficts. 

By the Court.— !The lock and the 
hinge of the door of the partition 
w ere brokers Dot as if struck by a 
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bullet, but by force of another kind. 
. During the confusion, he heard some 
person in the prison say, that if the 
convicts could get the upper hand, 
they would give no quarter. 

Richard Vickary was a soldier on 
board the Chapman. The prisoner, 
Lieutenant Bustcad, was his com- 
mander. On the night of the 17th 
of April, the sick-bay door was bro- 
ken open, and he heard a rush. All 
the soldiers were ordered to arms, 
and to muster on the quarter-deck. 
In about five minutes after, the fir- 
ing commenced ; and during the fir- 
ing, Bustead was the only one of the 
prisoners he saw. 

Cross-examined. — The?re was a 
rush aft and a-head at the same time. 
The soldiers all thought their livens 
were in danger; and if the convicts 
had got possession of the ship, none 
of the crew would have been left a- 
live. 

The evidence having proceeded 
thus far, Mr Justice Best addressed 
the jury, observing, that the Learn- 
ed Counsel, on the part of tlie pro- 
secution, at the suggestion of him- 
self and h\9 learnecTbrother, had re- 
frained from calling sviy more wit- 
nesses until theopinion of the gentle- 
men of the jury had been knowm It 
was the opinion of the Bench, that 
the provocati6n in this case given by 
the convicts completely justified the 
rigorous measures taken to quell this 
insurrection. 

The jury immediately acquitted 
the prisoners, and they were con- 
Bt^iuently discharged. 

;4j[iUTTTNG AND MaIxMING. 

ssiseSf Jlorsham^ Thursday ^ 
March^p, Cremn Side* — Rejme 
Mr Justice* Bailey* 

«Tamcs Gibbs, a youth of prepos- 
sessing appearance, aged about eigh- 


teen, was indicted under Lord El- 
lenborough’s ^ct, for feloniously and 
maliciously stabbing and cutting 
Giforge Gibbs, with intent to murder 
orUo him some grievous bodily }^arm, 
on the 15th instant, at thcpfkisli of 
St&rrington, in the county of Susse^. 

George Gibbs, a youth about .six- 
teen, the unfortunate victim or the 
prisoner’s ferocity, appeared In the 
box, dreadfully emaciated, and still 
labouring under the ofiec^ of the 
oi^yage which he had sul^red, (his 
wounds being yet greenjj.j and gave 
the following statement: — Jlis fa- 
ther was park-keeper to Lord.de la 
Zuuch,*wlio lived at Parham- j.ark. 
In the evening of the l.^lth of March, 
about eight o’clock, his fathc/ sent 
him with a message to the Crown 
public-house, a short distance from 
Parham, when he met the prisoner, 
near the end of his fisher’s garden. 
The prisoner had a stick over his 
slioulder, and although the night wap 
rather dark, he could see him by the 
light of a lantern which he carried i.i 
his hand. The prisoner was then 
alone, but appeared to have parted 
frorti another young man, named 
Duke. When the prisoner approuvjii- 
ed him, he w^as aboutUo wish him 
^good night, when the fdrmer struck 
him over the head and face wli\^ht; 
stick which he carried. lie was near- 
vly stunned by the blow, which being 
> repeated, he was knocked down, and 
from the violence of the blow the 
stick was broken. The witness im- 
mediately cried out — Oh 1 Jemmy 
Gibbs, don’t murder me and beg- 
ged for mercy. The prisoner then 
went rdund him, and immediately 
polling out a pocket knifn^t* cut him 
twice under the chin ; but his sangui- 
nary design having failed by these 
means, stabbed him behind the 
right ear with the same weapon.; 
Witness struggled to get from him, 
and in doing so, disarmed hitii of the 
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knife^ and in the scufBe the prisoner 
. dre^ it through his hand, and wound- 
ed several of his "fingers. The nri- 
soner then took him round the waist, 
and dragged him to a gate-post, And 
ende^oured to swing his head a- 
{gainst it. Witness cried out for rHer- 
cjj^and called “ Murder,” upon 
which^ the prisoner caught hold of 
* him by the throat, which he griped 
with b^oth his hands, in or d^Qo pre- 
vent his malftng any noiso^ 11^ rn- 
inediateiy. afterwards let go, /hot 
seized his throat a second time, and 
then the 'witness lost his* senses, 
and SMirembercd nothing afterwards. 
Wfren he recovered, he foifnd hitn- 
self Wiith his friends^ lie swore po- 
sitive^ that he never in hiiS’ life had 
any quarrel with the prisoner; that 
they were namesakes, though not re- 
lated ; and that he had jenown the 
prisoner as a* passing acquaintance, 
and^iad Seen him occasionally, but 
•was by no means intimate with him. 
He could in no manner account for 
ftie prison^ir's attack upon him. 

George Whale proved, that he 
hearS.the cry of “ Murder” on the 
evening in question, and went to the 
sj^t whence it proceeded, when he 
saw*the pro^cufor weltering in his 
blood, ^nd m consequence of the a-* 
1iar.it which he gave, the prisoner was 
pursued. ^ 

^ William Moore proved,* that h^ 
was attracted to the sanguinary sce«te 
in consequence of hearing the prose- 
cutor cry out ** Murder” — “ Jeftimy 
Gibbs don't murder me !” 

Daniel Duff stated, that he appre- 
hended the prisoner betiveen nine 
and tt^n the same night on*Wrack- 
lan Common. 

Jphn Uraby was present when the 
last witness seized the prisoner, 
whose hands and face iwere very 
bloody. 

• Daniel Nash picked up the pocket- 
knifS, which was smeared with blooc^, 
and a stick; resembling a broomsticK , 


broken in two or three pieces, which* 
articles he produced, and which were • 
proved to be the prisoner's. 

Mr Dennett, a surgeon at Stoning* 
ton, who was called in, described the 
wounds which had been inflicted on 
the prosecutor. The knife being 
shown to him, he said it w'as dull on 
the edge, and in his judgment that 
circumstance alone prevented •the 
wound being fatal. 

Here the case for the prosecution 
closed. 

• Mr Justice Bayley asked the pri- 
soner what he had to say in his de- 
fence. 

The prisoner saief, I don’t know 
that I caiT say any thing.” 

John Gibbs, the father of the pri- 
^ner, came forward in a state of pi- 
tiable agitation, so much so that he 
codld not stand, and stated, that he 
was a labouring man, and that his son 
and he were in the habit of working 
for Mr Emevy, a farmer at Parham. 
On the day mentioned in the indict- 
ment, after h^ and his son had per- 
formed their dAly labour for their 
employer, they^came home to do 
some work in their own garden. He 
observed that there was something 
singular in the behaviour of the pri- 
sorffcr, who seemed not to work with 
his usual cheerfulness. At supper 
time in the evening? about seven 
o'clock, the prisoner seemed low- 
' spirited, and ate every little food. He 
kept back from the fircf instead of 
coming forward usual on such oc- 
casions to join in the humble chei 
fulness of their meal. About h#f- 
rmst seven the prisoner w'ent out led 
never returned. He did i#Dt k^ow 
of any quarrel between the pt<>t;cu- 
’tyr Srul his son. ^ 

• Sar&h Ciibbs, the ^retc?fcd mother 
of the prisoner, aijo iji^an agony of 
grief, stated, that she observed some- 
thing singular in the behaviour of her 
sou during mtpngr-time of the night 
in question, lie ate little, and sat 
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Ijiiite behind the rest of the fumily. 
His aunt was present, and was about 
to go home. He was asked to ac- 
company her, but he made no an- 
swer, and stood dejected against the 
cupboard of the room. Witness 
knew of no quarrel between her son 
and the prosecutor. They always 
appeared to be on good terms with 
eacli other. The prisoner was a quiet, 
adcctionate, and industrious lad, 
worked early and late, and was not 
given to gusts of passion or ill tem- 
per. 

^nne Price, the prisoner’s aunt, 
observed his conduct at the supper- 
time above mentioned; his behaviour 
was very different from what it us- 
ually was ; he appeared very low. 
AVhen he was nursing witness’s child, 
he threw it up in a great flurry, and 
not wich his usual and tender (hire 
of the child, of which he was very 
fond. The prisoner was mild in his 
manners, dutiful and attentive to his 
parents, and extremely diligent in his 
employment. On ths^ night the wit- 
ness asked him to sr^e her home, but 
he made no answer^ and stood silent 
and dejected. He used to see her 
home at night on the hke occasions. 

Mr R. Emery, a respectable far- 
mer at Parham, stated, that the pri- 
soner worked for him three or four 
years. He wtis an extremely good 
workman, and a very industrious, at- 
tentive lad : he always bore the cha- 
racter of a/!ivil, kind-hearted 3'oung 
man, and was neve^ known to quarrel 
*“%:rth any body. 

Justice Bayley then summed 
upphe whole of the ^asc with grem 
iniButeiK>ss, and adverting to the de- 
fenW^lvhich had been set up, told 
the ju\^% that if they were of*o{p-" 
nion that^Jie [Prisoner, at th8 tiroe 
he committed the dreadful offence 
imputed to him,* was possessed of 
sufficient reason to distinguish right 
frpm wrong, he wa^s answerable to 
the law for the act he bad commit- 


ted, and the penal consequences 
which must follow a conviction'^ for 
that act must be visited upoA his 
hekd. 

Vhe jury, after a few moments’ de- 
liberation, found the prisoner ijuilty* 
Learned Judge immediate!^' 
pronounced tlfe awful sentence^' of 
death, in a manner so impressive and 
pathetic as not to leave a dry eye in 
Court, kt the same time holdipg out 
to tMfe phAorvor no hopefe of ymercy. 


Murder. 

Xteni Mssizes, Kingston (l^urrep) 
Monda'y^ April 5. • 

Thomas Osborne was indicted for 
the wilful murder of Eli Cox, on the 
2d of August last, at Epsom, in the 
county of Surrey. The indictment 
charged the death of the^decodseu 
to have been produced in three dif- 
ferent ways — by striking with a stick, 
cutting with a knife, and strangling 
by means of a stick and handker- 
chief. , *' 

The trial of this case excited an 
uncommon degree of interest, frinii 
its singular circumKtanoes, and' the 
-barbarous , manner in which the de- 
ceased was murdered. ' * 

The prosecution was conducted by 
dNIr Gurfiey, Mr Bolland, and Mr 
A/loiphus. 

It is unnecessary to enter into a 
full detail of the evidence which was 
adduced on the part of the prosecu- 
tion, and in the defence. The fol- 
lowing were the most important fea- 
tures oPthe case. The deceased, 'a 
y^pth about nineteen years of age, 
was employed in the servjpe of Mr 
Tessier, of Woodcot-park, near 'Ep- 
som, as ufider game- keeper. Oh 
Saturday evening, the Ist of August 
last, he had supped with his fellow^ 
i^rvants at his master’s house, ^ and 
af out ten o’clock he loaded his pis- 
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tol from a powder-horn, which his 
maSter had given him, and went out 
for the purpose *of sleeping at^his 
master’s farm-house, announcing his 
intention of being up at an early M)ur 
the dvxt morning to look out for 
poachers. ^ He was heard to g(#out 
of^the* farm- house, fHiich was near 
his nmster’s mansion, about three 
o’clock on the ISunday morning. He, 
however, did not make liisjnpear- 
aijce in the* breakfust4wbUf^as^ 
nor at church with the rest of} the 
servants; and being still absent at 
the dinnei-hour, the latter«became 
alaropM^, and would not sit down to 
thdfr meal until some inquiry <lras 
made* about him. •Several persons 
went^n different direction^, and in a 
very short time his body was found ' 
in the wood-yard of Sir Gilbert 
Heatlicote, which adjoined Mr Tes- 
sier’s premises, exhibiting unques- 
lioiiWTle"tlppearances of violence and 
•murder. On examining his body, 
there was found round his neck his 
ftwn silk ^neckkerchief, containing 
the stiffener, tied behind in a great 
numV'x of knots, and twisted in such 
a manner as to reduce his neck to 
ilfb size of a man’s wrist ; and in the 
twisting was^nseTted a piece of stick, 
so as Jbo form what seamen call » 
^Spanish windlass. He was then lying 
upon his back, with J|)is legs crossed, 
so that it was quite evident he musv 
nave been upon his face when tbe 
neckkerchief was tied in the man- 
ner above described. His right ^rm, 
between the wrist and the elbow, w'as 
fractured ; in the inner part of the 
same arm was a long, deep^ incised 
wound ; but the coat which* covered 
it was untouched by the wcap^, 
and the ^lirt wrist remained button* 
ed. ’ The inside of the hand of the 
s*arae arm had a deep gash across the 
fingers, as if a knife had been drawn 
^hrough it ; and the Jittle finger of 
the feftTiand was nearly severed froga 


the limb. On the left side of the 
head there was a severe wound, but • 
not so severe as to have produced 
death ; and in the opinion of the sur- 
geon wlio was examined, the death 
was produced by strangulation. On 
searching about the wood-yard, the 
flick of a hare was strewed about the 
ground, indicating that the deceased 
had been engaged in a conflict frith 
some person who had been poaching, 
l^car to the body was the pistol of 
the deceased, the stock of which was 
•broken, and its contents discharged ; 
and at a few yards distant was an 
odd sock made out of an old hat. 
Upon the gate which led from the 
wood-yartl were the marks of bloody 
fingers, as of a person who had es- 
caped that way ; and near the gate 
vas found a clasped knife, covered 
wifli blood, and which evidentlymust 
have fallen from the murderer in his 
retreat. These were the principal 
circumstances touching the causes 
of death to tlie deceased. 

The facts ci^rged against the pri- 
soner to suppormhe indictment were 
these : — The prreoner lived in a cot- 
tage, about forty yards from Sir Gil- 
bert Hcathcete’s wood-yard, where 
the body of the deceased was found, 
and there was a mode of communi- 
cation from the back part of the cot- 
tage to the spot where the body was 
discovered. On Sunday morning, 

• tfie 2d of August, about six o’clock, 
the prisoner came home *10 his cot- 
tage, and was seen by his next door 
neighbour, who observed him frdffT* 
his window, to be in a very g^at 
lieat, and sweiiting profusely from 
his forehead. In the course of that 
morning he was seen to take.^iome 
in a wash kcel^ and sbhtjiim- 
sclf up in his house, and^fterwards 
hang his shirt an(] neckcloth out to 
dry ; upon which articles of apparel 
were afterwards observed by the same 
neighbour ftrint piarks of blood. The 
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prisoner, who was a journeyman gar- 
dener, had on the foliowing day been 
set to work by the person by whom 
he was employed, to cut strawberry 
roots ; but instead of employing the 
clasp-knife which be was accustom- 
ed to use, he performed his work 
with a case- knife. The bloody knife 
which was found, as above mention- 
ed, resembled that which the prisoner 
usually carried about him. The pri- 
soner had been a seaman; and as the 
knot which had been tied round the 
neck of the deceased was what ist 
called a granny knot, which could 
only have been made by a person who 
had been at sea,*or had been taught 
to make it by a seaman, it ^as urged 
as matter oi inference, amongst o- 
ther circumstances, as proof of guiL 
against the prisoner. When the pri- 
soner’s house was searched three 
hat-socks were found, one of which 
completely matched, in point qf ap- 
pearance and texture/ with that 
which had been picke?d up near the 
body of the decease(L< On the Mon- 
day morning after /he murder the 
prisoner’s forehead Vvas observed to 
be scratched, as if it had come in 
contact with some buskes ; and up- 
on being asked to account for the 
scratches, he said that on Sunday 
morning he had got into one of his 
apple-trees, fdr the purpose of ga- 
thering some fruit, to take to his fa- 
ther, and that one of the branches 
giving way, Jie fell into a gooseberry- 
bush, and thereby %c;ratched his face. 

the Tuesday he told the same 
stoky, but described the accident tp 
baw taken place on the Monday 
mornings His garden had been ex- 
amiiHid by Mr Howarth, the Mem- 
ber oXl^arliament, but no tr&c|s' 
could iherf be found of any §oosw- 
berry-bush tir .apple-tree having been 
Injured in the branches, as must have 
been the case if the prisoner had 
fallen as he had reprfscined. Where- 


as, on the Tuesday the prisoner point- 
ed out where a currant, and n<St a 
go(^eberry-bush, fiad been broken 
in tne branches, and had then been 
recently tied up ; but the branches 
were not withered, which would pro- 
babfy have been the case had the^' 
been broken oFa the Sunday morn- 
ing, in the then hot weather. Mr 
Howarth, however, positively s^ore 
that hg,did nt)t observe the sairje cur- 
rant^jusij ^^Cohave been broken when 
he^Tcamined it on the Monday. An- 
other circumstance of suspicion al- 
leged aftiiinst the prisoner was, that 
on the Sunday morning, nine 

()*i?lock,»he came out of his Iioasc; 
and was met without any stookings 
upon him*; and upon being askeu why 
he so appeared, he said the reason 
was, that he could not find a pair of 
stockings Jiandy. Under the pri- 
soner’s bed, between tlse sacking and 
the mattress, were found^iST pair*^ ot 
faded gray pantaloons and an old< 
waistcoat, upon each of which ap- 
peared visible marks of bl^od, wbicn 
were considerably faded. Within a 
few inches of the prisoner’s gafden- 
fenc? was found the powder-flask of 
the deceased, stained with blood. 
These were the principal circbm- 
tftances adduced in evidence sus- 
tain the inference of the prisoner’s 
guilt. ^ 

• Mr C 6 mmon Sergeant and Mr 
•C^trwood conducted the prisoner’s 
defence. 

Tiie prisoner, who was a very good 
looking man, about six feet high, 
and who, during the whole time, was 
cool and collected, and betrayed no 
other afixiety than another roan in 
tl^ like perilous situation^ put in a 
written defence, which was^xtreme- 
ly w^ell drawn up, and which stat- 
ed, that 09 the Sunday morning in 
question, the prisoner had risen a- 
bout six o’clock, and had gone into 
bis garden and gathered sdme ap- 
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pies ; and in doing so had fallen from 
thd tree, by whjch means he had 
scratched his face against a gqpse- 
berry-bush. ’ He then took the ap- 
ples to his father^s, where he renfain- 
ed hhHf an hour, after which he re- 
turned to his own house, where hi re- 
mained the whole dky — He totally 
disclaimed any knowledge of the 
■cause of death to the deceased, for 
whony he had the highest re^^^t, and 
would have'been the lai^Mt^n^ the 
world to injure him, still less v\mld 
he have been disposed to commit up- 
on him the foul crime of#murder. 
Wid^i^spect to the clothes found 
•uwfer his bed, he said, that*they Rad 
lain by there for six or seven months 
as oM and useless, and no longer ca- 
pable of being w'orn, as he had grown 
lusty in his person, and eould not put 
them on. He admitted |hat he 
in the habit of wearing socks made 
'''frb^M^ oTS* hats, as poor people in 
• the country were accustomed to do; 
but knew nothing whatever of the 
t)dd sock« which had been found in 
Sir Gilbert Heathcote’s wood-yard. 
As To«the bloody knife and the pow- 
der-flask he knew nothing of them, 
and he conjured the jury to dismiss 
frofti their ^inds those prejudices 
which«somc persons had taken grea# 
Spains to excite against him ; adding, 
that he relied upon the intelligence 
and discernmentof the couft and jury 
to relieve him from the heavy conae-' 
quences of a charge of which he was 
innocent; and which was abhorrent 
to his nature. • 

Several witnesses were examined, 
whose evidence was perfectly com- 
p^atibiewith the prisoner’s statement* 
Two of them deposed, that the raim 
Page, wbo spoke to the fa^ of the 
prisoner having been seen on the 
Sunday morning in a state of per- 
spiration, was not to be believed upon 
his oath ; and all the witnesses gave 
the (frisoner an excellent character for 
VOL, XTf PART n. ^ 


humanity and general good conduct. 
The other circumstances which ap-^ 
peared in evidence favourable to the 
prisoner’s innocence were, that the 
witness. Page, never mentioned a 
single word of the material part of 
his evidence until after his second 
examination, and until after a reward 
of L.200 had been olfered for the 
detection and conviction of the Ihur- 
derer ; that the prisoner, after his first 
examination, had been discharged by 
the Magistrates, and remained at 
• large, without any attempt on his 
part to fly from justice ; and that, in 
point of fact, the pantaloons and 
waistcoat said to Rave been stained 
with blooR, had been for seven months 
previous to the murder in the situa- 
Tion in which they were found. 

• Mr Justice Park summed up the 
caSe for the jury with the greatest 
perspicuity ; and, with his wontedhu- 
manity and regard for the interests 
of the accii^ed, cautioned them a- 
gainst any tfl(ng like prejudice, and 
impressed upeta them the necessity 
of deciding the^uestion of guilt or 
innocence in tms case according to 
the facts proved in the evidence. 

The Juryi» after deliberating for a* 
bout five minutes, returned their ver- 
di& of Not Guilty^ 


Mysterious Murder. 

Gloucester Assizc$, Tuesday ^ April 6.^ 

^ The following trial, which t/ok 
|flace on the preceding Tuesday at 
Gloucester, excited an uifbommon 
degree of interest. • 

■ ^ >^illiam Burton, aged thir»y-t|iree, 
Stood*capitally indicted foltthe wilful 
murder of Willigjn Syms, in the 
month of November last. 

Mr Ludlow^ stated the facts of the 
case, whiclf w^re as follow: — On 
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tiie Sd of November, tlic prisoner 
and the deceased, William Syms, set 
out together in a boat belonging to 
a Mr Hurd, from Woollaston to 
Bristol. Having transacted some 
business, in consequence of stress of 
weather they, on their return, put 
into a place called Pyle, wliere they 
were seen in company at a public- 
house. On this occasion the de- 
ceased produced several bank-notes. 
On Saturday, the 7th, they again be- 
took themselves to the boat, to re^i 
turn to Woollaston. On their way 
down the Avon to the Severn, they 
were seen by several people. The 
prisoner arrived at Woollaston, but 
the deceased did not. Tbit excited 
surprise, and inquiries were made of 
the prisoner as to what had becomec 
of his companion. To these in- 
quiries he gave contradictory an- 
swers ; at one time saying he had 
staid at Pyle, and at another, that 
he had put him^on shore^ at his own 
desire, at a place caileerthe Jtlastern 
Point, and that he har^expressed an 
intention of sailing f/? America. At 
first no suspicions wl’re entertained, 
but subsequent circumstances led to 
a discovery of the dreadful deed. 
The boat was examined, and on the 
gunwale and alter-beach stainscof 
blood were distiiictly discovered, al- 
though it appeared that every at- 
tempt had been made by means of a 
mop and water to eradicate them*. 
This produced further inquiry, and it 
was ascertanicd that the prisoner 
--h^id set out for Bristol in a state 
of I xtreme penury ; that at the time 
he lift Pyle, on his return home witljp 
the decccised, he was equally dis- 
tressed,^ but that immediately after 
he land(;^(l at Woollaston, he seened 
to haVe suddenly become rich.# 
commenced ( by changing two L.5 
notes of tlje Chepstow bank ; one 
in payment of a small sum, and the 
other merely fur the*i^akc of the 
change. He also began to live in a • 


style of extravagance, quite at va- 
riance with his former state of po- 
verty. It was next found that 'the 
dcc&sed, on the day of his leaving' 
Pylc^, was in possession of three L.5 
Chepstow Bank notes, togethqjjAvith 
som'^^^mallcr ones of the same bt^nk^ 
These, he was cpbserved, previousjto 
his embarkation, to put into his left- 
hand breeches pocket, which, Vhen. 
his body was subsequently picked up, 
was turned inside out.^ To 

thCvS^ were added ftther facts equally 
suspicious. On the morning^of the 
supposed murder, a handkerchief 
was seen in the hands of the-^h^cca- 
sedt; it vwis marked W. S. ; and v^is- 
handkerchief was, traced to the, pos- 
session of. the prisoner. Upoti an 
alarm being raised, he had lent it to 
a man of the name of Dnvies, who 
would be called as a witness. It 
flirthcr turifed out, tln^ the prison- 
er, shortly antecedent to 
pearance of Syms, had been repeat- 
edly applying to Hurd to lend him a 
few shillings. His shoes had acci- 
dentally burst, and he then declared 
that be was unable to refit^ Lim- 
self, 'und that he must box hard to 
raise the wind to buy himself a pair 
of shoes, though hc«hovikldgo to Lhe 
devil for it.” Upon b«iig called 
upon to account for his increase of 
wealth, he stated that lie had bor- 
rowed L.^ from®lan old shipmate of 
jthe name of Jones, while he was at* 
Bristol ; hut unfortunately for him, 
and happily for the ends of justice, 
this statement was discovered to be 
utterly without*foundation ; for, in- 
dependently of the fact that, at the 
moment ohe was leaving BristoJ, he 
had not the means of payipg for his 
br^hkfast, it would be proved by the 
wifeofJmes, (the man himself being 
at sea), that at the time in question* 
Jones had blen very much distressed 
for money, and could not have made, 
any such advance ; added to-wlvch, 
lA intimacy with the prisoner was 
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of Fo casual a nature as to forbid 
s^ich an act of friendship, even if he 
liad had it in h^ power. All these 
disclosures, tended more stron^y to 
confirm the guilt of the prisDner, 
whirji became still more apparent in 
the morning of tlio 27th of N<|vem- 
bjer, ivhen the body of the unfortu- 
nate Syms was found floating on the 
Sev&rn in a state of putrescence. It 
was^ however, soon identified, and on 
being exatnined by per- 

sons, presented two dreadfur, frac- 
tures on the front and back of the^ 
head, either of which would have 
been sufficient to occasion instant 
. <ySth. Mr Ludlow having conclud- 
ed his detail, called his witnesses. 

'^’illiam Hurd proved^tlie fact of 
the prisoner and the deceased set- 
ting out for Bristol in his boat on 
the 3d of November ; they remained 
at Bristol two days. •He remem- 
.seeing them together after- 
wards at the Swan public -house at 
Pyle. Syms caljcd for two glasses 

• of ruin and water. He said* I have 
a five-pt)und bill in my pocket.*^ 
The landlady said, “ I should like 
to se*e it.” Syms upon this ipulled 
out three five-pound bills, two of 
'which we^* Chepstow^ hills, quite 
new. He put them on the table, to- 
gethSr with three or four L-l notes. 
Witness and Syms slept together 
that night : he heafd the clock stnj^e 

• five in the morning, and said ip 
Syms, “ It is time to get up ; I \\’ish 
you would help Burton to take the 
boat up, and stand into the Old Pas- 
sage, where 1 will meet you,” Syms 
agreed to this. Witness was then 
.going to Tockington. They parted 

• soon after five. \Vitness went to 
Bristol oh the Friday following Vand. 
did nof go to the Old Passage, for it 
rained hard, and he got wet through. 
He looked for Syms at Bristol, but 
did not sec him. Burton’s shoes 
wg-e in a very bad state. 

John P.urcell deposed, that hcli/ed- 


at Pyle, and was acquainted with the 
deceased. He saw him at Mrs Chaf- 
fey’s, at the Swan, on the 6th of No- 
vember. He also saw him and Bur- 
ton going down the river next morn- 
ing in the boat together. It was 
about seven o’clock. The tide was 
low. 

Stephen Hook saw the prisoner 
and the deceased together ia the 
boat on the morning in question. 

John Wade* lived at Woollaston. 
•On the 7tli of November he saw the 
prisoner alone in a boat on the Se- 
vern, going towards Chepstow. He 
asked him if he was going to Chep- 
stow ? He replifd he was. It was 
about two o’clock. Witness said, 
You have had a fine tide this morn- 
, ing. The wind and the tide were 
fair, and the boat was drifting up. 
* Witness also observed to the prison- 
er that his shoes were not water 
tight. The prisoner answered, “ No, 
master, but I’ll have better before I 
go back.^\ Old Hurd asked the 
risoncr wlr>^re Syms was left, and 
e said, “ No'^at Pyle.” He after- 
wards said hd had landed him at 
Eastern Point. 

John Bundy picked up the body 
of*the deceased floating in the Se- 
vern. I'he left-hand breeches pocket 
WHS turned inside out. He tied a 
rope round the arraji and drew it on 
shore. This was on the 27th of No- 
•vember. 

Mr John Else lived at Frampton- 
on-the-Severn. On the 28th of No- 
vember he was called to examinojhc 
body. He could not say liow,^ong 

had been dead ; it was in a putrid 
state. He examined thejiead, and 
found sevcM'iil wounds. At.tlie back 
p;wt of the head there was a mortal 
•wound, the skull •being shockingly 
fractureJ. There wa^^a heavy blow 
over the nose, ’and on the upper 
part of the frontal bone. He was 
clear the qian’s doatli had been oc- 
casioned bv tBeso wounds. 
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‘Mr J. Hammond went to see the 
body on the 28th of November. It 
was in a putrid state, but he was sure 
it was Syms. 

The Right Hon. C. Bathurst pro- 
duced the original depositions taken 
before him, and which corresponded 
with the evidence which had been gi- 
ven. 

Elizabeth Chaffey keeps the Swan 
at Pyle. She was acquainted with 
Hurd and Syms ; they used to frcr 
quent her house. Syms and Burton 
came to her house on the 5th of No- 
vember, from Bristol. Syms and 
Hurd went to bed together. Syms, 
Hurd, and Burton were together the 
next morning. The prisdner bad 
eleven pints of beer, but could not 
pay for them. 

John Comingford saw the prisoner 
with Syms at Mrs Chaffey ’s, on the 
evening of November the 6th. The 
prisoner asked Syms to give him a 
pint of beer. The deceased was a 
near man, but be had j^!enty of mo- 
ney. The prisoner^ tsked the de- 
ceased whether he wt)uld go home ? 
He said, “ Yes.’’ Witness said it was 
not weather to go in an open boat, 
the wind and rain being ^/ery strong. 

Esther Smith proved that the pri- 
soner had come to her and asked h'er 
to let him have some things on 
Hurd’s accounii^c had some bread 
and tobacco. 

James Henry Ball lives at Wool- 
laston. He knew the prisoner Syms, 
and Hurd. He saw them all three 
in Hurd’s boat for Bristol. 
Burton asked him to lend him 2|2.. 
which he declined. Witness saw the 
prisoner ^be Sunday following, and 
eked him what he had done with Syms. 
He s^d he had put him on shor^ a^ 
the Eastern and thought he 

had either gone to America orBarba- 
does. Witness caused the prisoner 
to be apprehended ajid taken before 
Mr Bathurst. He ha^ the boat-head 
examined on the day the prisoner 


was committed. He observed the 
left-hand side. It had been moppVd 
verygmuch, and he looked particular- 
ly to that part, as it was so clean. He 
coultl see the grain of the wood where 
the naint had been rubbed ofi^*and 
discovered what appeared to b^^ 
marks of bloocT. He observed the 
gunwale, and the scats which run 
across the boat. Before the after- 
thwarUitj,had been struck so us to 
mako4de&::':^n this dent there were 
the. Wains of blood. There were 
marks too, as if blood had run on the 
edge of >he gunwale. He went to 
Epney to view the body on 
of I&ovenTbcr. It was in a barn, skid' 
he knew it to be Byms. One of the 
eyes was out ; and the head dread- 
fully disfigured. 

James Evans saw the prisoner at 
Chepstow Monday the 9th of No- 
vember. Prisoner asked him wh^t 
time the vessel would sail RfBnSoI,* 
and if he would lake any thing to • 
drink? Witness said, “ Yes.” The 
prisoner asked him to change him st 
L.5 bill. Witness got the bill chang- 
ed. Burton had some rum, and ^’aid 
for it’with silver, 

Jolin Hill, a shoemaker at Cliepv 
stow, proved that, on tht; evening of 
the 7th of November, tlie prisoner 
bought of him a pair of shoes, for 
which he j;)aid wjth a L.5 Chepstow 

trill. 

• S»cveral other witnesses were then 
called, who proved that the prisoner, 
from ^cing very poor, suddenly be- 
came rich, and paid all his debts. 

‘Priscilla Jones is wife to Jones, 
who is steward to the ship Concert. 
She proved that her husband was 
unable to lend the prisoner*-L.8, nor 
was he much acquainted witji him. 

Mr WoodriiFproduccd a handker- 
chief, marked W. S., which he re- 
ceived from Sarah Davies. 

William Davies proved that he re- 
ceived the handkerchief from fhe pri- 
soner. 
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Rachael Riehardg made for Syms, 
i^rtly before his death, the hand- 
kerchief produced in evidence.^ 

Mrs ChatFey deposed, that the 
handkerchief produced was likd one 
which she saw the deceased drying 
•4it her fire on the morning of the 7th 
of November. • 

T(ji8 was the whole of the case for 
■ the Crown. 

T^e witnesses were inj;|^iously 
cross-examined by IVW.^iUss for the 
prisoner. • 

Mr Justice Richardson then sum- 
med up the evidence with gasat clear- 
nes^£itd perspicuity, and the jury, 
‘a&Cr a short consultation, Ifouna the 
prisoner GtdLly. • 

Learned Judge iftimediately 
proceeded to pass sentence of death. 
'J'he prisoner was ordered for execu- 
tion on Thursday, at onp o’clock, on 
which day h» underwent the punish- 
‘ niefit due to his crime, having previ- 
» ously Acknowledged the justice of his 
sen fence. 

iVorcesicr Assizes, Wednesday, 
July 28. 

• , ^ ]\'IjJRD£R. 

Roljert Turner Watkins and Ed- 
• ward Watkins were put to the bar, 
charged with the murder of Stephen 
ilodway, the first as princfpal, the •- 
ther as accessory after the fact. , • 
Mr Casberd, on the part of the 
prosecution, stated, that there Was no 
direct proof against Edward Wat- 
kins ; with regard to the other, how- 
ever, the evidence, although entirely 
drcumstantial, was of the Strongest 
'Mature, and was as follows: — , 

The deceased, in the course of his 
business as d coal- merchant, went to 
‘Wootton-Bassett on Fritlay the 7th 
of May last. He rode a dark-colour- 
■^vd horse, and had a brown great-coat 
strq^pCdon the binder part of the sad- 
dle. On^rts returning from Wootton- 


Bassett to Cricklade in the evenihg 
of that day, about half afler nimi 
o’clock, lie was shot near the village 
of Stoke, and about midway between 
Purton and Stoke. The report of 
the pistol or gun was heard by a per- 
son wlio lived near the spot. About 
an hour afterwards the body was dis- 
covered, yet warm. Upon its being 
opened, no doubt existed of theTlcath 
having been occasioned by the gun- 
shot wounds discovered on it. Al- 
though the deceased is supposed to 
have had a very considerable sum on 
bis person at the time of the murder, 
he was robbed of all except a few 
halfpence. Suspicions were of course 
various fcspccting the murderer. It 
was recollected, however, that thepri- 
•soner was at the White Hart Inn at 
•Cricklade, on Friday the 7th of May 
iif the evening, and that he left that 
place between the hours of eight and 
nine, professedly to go home; so that, 
supposing l;)im to have left Cricklade 
at half pasis eight, he could easily 
have rcachet!) the spot where the 
murder was ccmmittcd at half past 
nine. • At this time he was observed 
to have a great coat, which he kept 
constantly soiled up, as a bundle, on 
bis knees. A person was observed 
about half past nine in the evening 
of the same day, at half a mile’s dis- 
tance, on the Crickftide side of the 
spot where the murder was comniit- 
fed, who had on a great coat very 
much like this of the prisoner’s. The 
person appcarecl to have something 
concealed on the right shoulder, but, 
though twice spoken to, gave no an- 
IBwcr. He tusned up lane, as if to 
avoid inquiry; and yet he was ob- 
served to return again to the road 
jmthediately after the persons who 
eibsePved him had passed by. * A re- 
port of fire-arms was •immediately 
afterwards heard 'by a witness, who 
lived very near the scene of the mur- 
der, and who s;^w a man in a light-co- 
loured dress, on a dark horse, turn 
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down a Jane called Benthamdane. 
An apparent change in the prisoner's 
circumstances not a little contribu- 
ted to increase these suspicions. On 
the day after the murder, the pri- 
soner was observed to be possessed 
of much ready money, a circum- 
stance very unusual with him. On 
the Monday following he paid away 
two one-pound notes, which will be 
identified as having been the pro- 
perty of the deceased, paid to him 
on the ^Id of May by his son-in-law, 
together with a five pound Bank of 
England note, which the prisoner 
sent on the 8th tg a person named 
Sophia Cozens, who lived gear Ci- 
rencester. In this letter he states 
that he sends her the note to hityn 
and pigs. He gives a descrijition of 
the note, “ a LSy note, the 13ank pf 
England, NO. 11, .‘^90, 5tli August 
181 tS, T. Booth.’* He carried this 
letter himself to the post, and paid 
the postage of it. On ^lic 10th of 
May he sent another ^tter to the 
same person, in which Ire says, “ there 
is a dispute about the note ; the man 
I took it of is in hold; 1 hope you 
will return the note ; 1 think it a 
forged note.” Both these letters 
reached MissCozens together, on the 
12th ; and she immediately returned 
the note in a lt;tter, which w^as stop- 
ped, and the note retained. This 
circumstance of the property of the 
deceased being found immediately 
after his deaYh on the person of the 
prisoner, greatly tehds to inculpate 
the>^latter in the murder. His exa^ 
minations before the magistrates cons, 
tained conflicting accounts. At his* 
first examination he stated, that he 
never hbard any report, and that|he , 
never met anybody till he came tgPur* 
ton, where he met a man on horsebacll 
with a coat strapped on behind. At 
his second examination he admitted 
that he saw a man on a black horse, 
in a smock frock, ride away from the . 


place where he understood the muf- 
der was committed.; nay, that 
overk'eard what was said, as well as 
the report of the pistol ; and that he 
saw the murderer ride along the road, 
and t({icn turn down a Jane. He de- 
scribed the appearance of the man, 
and on three or four persons beiuj^ 
shown him, pointed out Thc^rnas 
Ockewell. Inquiry being made, it 
was m<rv:t|^satisfactorily proved *jhat 
Ockewell wa^^cit Oxford at the time 
of live murder. The prisoner insist- 
ed in one of his examinations that lie 
had nevev corresponded with Miss 
Cozens after the fiih of May. 
of the letters before alluded to, tire 
first on the 8th, And tlie second on 
the 10th of May, would, however, be 
proved to be in his handwriting. 1 le 
stated, that for four or five years lie 
never had a pistol ; but on being far- 
ther examined he admhted that he 
had had one, hut had sold it to dne 
William Blanchett. It will be proved 
that two days before this murder a 
pistol was seen on his table ; «'iay, that' 
he had employed a person in ro})air- 
ing ik- The L(?arned Counsel ilficn 
mentioned the falsehood of the ac- 
counts which he had. given respect- 
ing his way of becoming possessed 
(Jf the notes, and of his di.<po4^al of 
thorn ; and concluded a most hicid 
and mastc|*ly, atl/lrcss to the jur}'', 
\^ith observing, that with regard to, 
Um second prisoner, the evidence 
was extremely slight, as the only 
circumstance of suspicion attaching 
to him was, his being seen secreting 
a pistol in the garden. The wit- 
nesses chilled deposed to the follow- 
ing effect : — 

Plioebe Grimes, of Stokb, in the 
arish of Purton. — On, Friday the 
th of May, about ten o’clock in the 
evening, in the turnpike- road to Pur- 
ton and Wootton-Bassett, and near 
to the village of Stoke, she found a 
man, who afterwards turned out to 
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the deceased, apparently dead, and two naiJ-headi. It appeare'd, 
l^e rode back io Stoke, where she from the nature of the wound, tliaC 
met with the next witness, told the deceased must have been on 
him the circumstance. horseback, and in a leaning position 

^illiam Bath, solicitor, liv^s at at the time it was made, as the ball, 
Purtbn. He saw last witness the S:c. went obliquely downwards, and 
" evening of the 7th of May last, near- passed out below the bladc-bone on 
1^ haff past ten o’clock, and went the right shoulder. 
witli*her and a person named Corn- Johnllabgood had married a daugh- 

wal] Packer, to the spot spoken to ter of the deceased; managed hisfbusi- 
by tue last witness, to a place called ness for him ; and received and paid 
Moor-stonc, half a nfii'o irom Stock- #not 2 ey for him. Tlie deceased went 
lane. He saw the body l}’ing across away from home between one and two 
the road ; it was warm ; it was lying* o’clock, on the 7th of May; he rode 
on the back, with the Icgs»and arms a black horse, and had a great coat 
eXj^jsStrJed. I"Ie sent immediately for on ; and was goin^ to Wootton-Bas- 
' Mr Wells, of Crickiade, surgeon. The sett, eight miles from Crickladc. The 
deceased’s pockeTs being searched road brfinchcs off at Purton, at the 
by*witncss’s direction, and in his turnpike. On the evening of Mon- 
[)rcsence, it w^as discovered that his ’ day, the 3d of May, he paid the de- 
watch was gone, and nothing left in •ceased with other money, the two 
his pockets except a few halfpence, otie-pound notes, and the five pound 
William Wells, surgeon, Crick- Bank of Kiigland note now produced, 
lade, about eleven o’clock at night. He put the name of J. Williams, the 
on the 7th day of May last, attended person hc' received it from, on the 
at the place where the deceased was five pound note. He also marked 
found. •The body, by his order, was the other two one pound notes pro- 
jcmoved to the Bell public-house at duced, and knows them again. 

Upon examining the body, Henr}'^ Cox, of Wootion- Bassett, 
it appeared to liim that the deceased mason, about eight o’clock in the 
had come to his death by a shot evening of<lie 7th of May, went into 
wliich had Wintered at the lop of his the W^Tite Hart Inn, at Crickiade. 
clies^ C5n the next day, on his fiir- Within a few minutes afterwards the 
tiler examining the body, he found prisoner, Robert Watkins, came in. 
one very large wopnd and two small Witness asked him whether he was 
ones on the chest, and on openiftg going home. lie said, “ No, he was 
the body the first thing that pre^nC- *not that he should not sleep at 
ed itself was a shirt-breast-buckle, the White Hart, but go further up 
which was forced with part*of the in the town, which was towards Pur- 
bone into the chest, and Iiad ruptur- ton. After this, witness and the pri- 
ed the large ascending artery, which ,,gi^ner drank a little beer together: 
pf itself was sufficient to cause im- •the prisoner left the White Hart, 
mediate death. On proceeding fur- This was between eight* and nine 
thcr in* examining the body, ^ree o’clock, and the witness saw no more 
hprse-sail heads, now produced, were • ot him. The prisoner had a great 
found in different parts, viz. one in* coat rolled up in 5 bundle, which he 
the spine, another noiir one of the kept constantly ^on hi# knees, 
ribs on the right side, and one on llimnas Eagles, servant of Messrs 
the top of the lungs. The spine J. and W, Poulton. — On the 7th of 
af^pcared to be perforated by a ball May lasl^ic wns employed with Wil- 
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Ihm Hicks to drive some sheep of 
their master’s to Cricklade. When 
he was passing the village of Stoke, 
he saw a man on the road, about six 
or eight yards from him, and coming 
in a line to meet him. The man turn- 
ed aside, as though he was going to 
the village ; but as soon as this wit- 
ness had passed the road to the vil- 
lage. the man again returned into the 
road. It seemed as though he did this 
to avoid meeting the witness. The 
man appeared to have something 
concealed under the great coat on 
his right shoulder. Witness could 
not see the man’s face, because his 
hat was pulled down, and the collar 
of his great coat buttoned up. 

William Hicks corroborated the 
testimony of the last witness. 

Ann Seymour, of Purton-stoke, 
lived with her father, close to the 
high road, very near the spot where 
the murder was committed. On 
Friday evening, the 7th of May, be- 
tween nine and ten o’c/6ck, as she 
was standing at the door of her fa- 
ther’s house, she heard the report of 
a gun or pistol, and within a few mi- 
nutes afterwards she saw a man ride 
by her father’s house, and turn down 
a lane, called Benthamdanc : he had 
on a light coloured dress, and 
horse was dark coloured. 

William Simpkins, of Bentham, 
found a loose horse in Benthani-lane 
in the morning after the murder, 
which he afterwards understood be- 
longed to thfe deceased. 

Sophia Cozens lives at llunston, 
two miles from Cricklade, and knew 
Watkins. She received three lel^ 
ters froni Robert Watkins on the 
12th of May, and wrote an answer ; 
a five pound note had been sent her 
inclos^ in one of the letters of Wat- 
kins. 

John Huso proved tlif handwri- 
ting of the prisoner. 

Nathaniel Wells, solicitor for the 


prosecution, lives at Cricklade. The 
prisoner was taken into custody 
the 12th of May. Witness saw Ifim 
at tne White Hart, Cricklade. Vic- 
kerywas present at the first examina- 
tion, and at several others : no in- 
duedbnent or threat was offered : the 
prisoner spoke freely ; witness took 
minutes of what he said, but never 
told the prisoner he was taking notes. 
The prisoner voluntarily gave thf. ac- 
count, but i^j^not pressed* Vickery 
put questions to him, and witness 
toolc down the minutes, which were 
read over to the prisoner, who said 
they were ail true. {Prisoner’i6.r4)uo- 
sel objected to the notes being red<l, ' 
on the ground of jlie danger of the 
precedent, cwhich was given up.) Pri- 
soner said he was at the White Plart at 
Cricklade about eight o’clock in the 
evening of the 7th of May : he meant 
to have gonS to his unple’s, but al- 
tered his mind, and went towa-ds 
home about twenty minutes after 
eight, with a great coat under his 
arm. He saw the place where the 
murder was committed ; and he went 
across the field which cuts oil’ an 
angle towards Purton. He went 
straight home, but met a man and 
horse at the blacksmith’s shop at 
Purton, with a great coat strap[)ed on 
behind him ; he met no one clse^that 
he knew. From thence he went to- 
wards Wocptton-Rassett, where he ar- 
rived at ten o’clock, or a little after, 
as he heard the church clock strike 
ten before he got to his house. He 
did not hear a report of any gun or 
pistol in his way home from Crick- 
lade on the night of the murder. He 
met two men coming down Purton-^ 
hill, towards Cricklade, ,near Mr ' 
• PeiWy’s school, above 150 yards be- 
hind the man he had met on horse- 
back with a great coat behind him. 
He said, he iiad brought from Chi- 
chester (where he had been at work 
on a canal two or three weeks before) 
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> between two and three pounds, viz* 
one-pound notes of the Chi- 
chester Bank, and the rest in silver ; 
that he had changed one of the said 
notes at Andover, and had the other 
note*anly and the silver when he 
^amc home to Wootton-Bassett; (hat 
ho. had* not had a da^s work since he 
had been at home, and had expend- 
.ed the money on his family ; that he 
paid**he last of the two Chichester 
notes to a hapwker for a^iiece of cloth ; 
that his wife had received of Mr I^ib- 
blewhite a one-pound note about a 
week since, which she gave Jiim, the 
prisqnef, and that was, as he be- 
li^'ed, one of the two notes which 
he pjyd Mr Belcher on the 10th of 
May»; that he received of Mr Kibble- 
white, in July 1818, after the elec- 
tion was over at Wootton-Bassett, 
two one-pound notes, onjs of which 
he also paid Mr Belcher on the 10th 
of May, and the other he believed 
•he had paid Mr Woolford for bread; 
that the two notes he so paid Mr 
Belcher h^e left at home with his wife 
when he went to work on the Chi- 
ch(?Stej’-canal, which was about Mi- 
chaelmas last ; that he hud not*paid 
away any other notes to any person 
since his retiirn*to Wootton-Bassett, 
but those Above stated ; that whei^ 
“•lie wgit to Chichester he lodged with 
Mrs Cozens atl lunston common, near 
Chichester; that h’fe received from 
her daughter Sophia a letter, datjid* 
the 3d of May 1819 ; which came to 
hand on the 5th, and that he answer- 
ed it the next day, and had not writ- 
ten to her since. This witness then 
proved that he attended at the exa- 
mination of the prisoner on •the 2lst 
^ f May, at Swindon. Prisoner s^Jd, 
he met man riding along the road 
from the spot where the murder was 
committed, but he turi)^d down a 
’ lane, after which he heard a man say, 
HlJalloo ! and that the man on horse- 


back had a gun or pistol, and was 
very much like Thomas Ockewell. , 
John Vickery, principal officer at 
Bow-street, proved, that on the 11th 
of May, when the prisoner was in 
custody at Cricklade, he was asked 
by this witness whether he ever had 
a pistol in his possession ; to which 
the prisoner answered that he had 
had one, but he sold it four or4ive 
years ago to one Blanchett, of Woot- 
t^n-Bassett. After this conversation 
with the prisoner, witness went fo 
^Wootton-Bassett to make inquiries 
about the pistol, &c , : be saw Blan- 
chett, who told him that he had ne- 
ver bought a pistoh of the prisoner, 
but he had sold him one. The next 
day, the 12th, on the prisoner’s fur- 
ther examination, this witness told 
]|)im what Blanchett had said, and then 
asked him whether he was correct in 
saying that he had not hud a pistol 
in his possession for four years. Pri- 
soner answered, “ Yes, I never had, 
and the pistil 1 had 1 sold to Blan- 
chett for four shillings, and a pair of 
shoes.” Prisoner also said to wit- 
ness, that when he was examined he 
would tell all he knew about it, and 
where somethings were hid. He 
said he near enough to see a man 
rid« away on a black horse immedi- 
ately after the report of the gun. 
This man he should know again, 
but not his name. From what the 
prisoner and Ann Seymour had said 
of the description of thg murderer, 
witness apprebeii/lcd Thomas Ockc- 
well and Henry Packer, of Crick- 
ladg, on Thursday morning (the 
IStli,) and toi^ them to the White 
Hart Inn at Cricklade, wliere they 
found Henry Ockewell jui^ior, of 
’ ^ViT;klade, also in custody under the 
kke Suspicion ; anTl when aTl the 
parties were taken bcfoife the Magi- 
strates, the prisoner was asked whe- 
ther either of those three pc i&ons was 
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the man he saw ride away on the 
deceased’s horse, and the prisoner 
immediately pointed out Thomas 
Ockewell as being the person, insist- 
ed that it was so, and added, that 
while he was in the field near the 
place of the murder, he happened to 
hear a report of a pistol or gun, as 
he was but a little way from the spot ; 
aiuf that before he heard the report he 
heard a person say, “ Hollo,” and 
apothcr, whom he considered to be 
on horseback, answer, “ Hollo, won’t 
you let me pass ?” He then heard* 
the report of the gun or pistol, and 
in two or three minutes afterwards 
he saw a man ride away, and turn off 
the road at a little distance down a 
lane; the man was dressed in a smock 
frock, and had a short gun or blun- 
derbuss in his hand. In consequence 
of the suspicion thus excited against 
Thomas OckeweJJ, witness took him to 
Oxford, wdierc he said he was at the 
time of the murder, and where, af- 
ter inquiries were made, witness 
most satisfactorily ascertained that 
Ockewell was there at the lime of 
the murder, and the magistrates ac- 
cordingly discharged him. The ma- 
gistrates at liis examiitation asked 
the prisoner wliy he had ndc^had the 
humanity to go back, after he fiad 
heard the report of the gun or pistol, 
and endeavour* to assist the poor man, 
who he must suppose was wounde^, 
or perhaps killed, from what he had 
stated to have heard pass. He said 
he was so frightened that he made 
the best of his way home. 

James Kibblcwhite, of Drunsoi^ 
proved that on Friday evening, life 
7tb of May 1819, he met the person 
now present in Court, Thomas Ockc- 
weIJ|^pn the r^ad towards Oxford, 


near a bridge called Spargesbridgf, 
at or near the city of Oxford. 
nesC had known the said Thomas- 
Oclcewell for ten years, and is quite 
sur^ lie is the person he so met^ and 
tha^ the time he met him was about 
eight o’clock ^ the evening on the 
said 7th of Ma^last. * 

Robert Hunt proved that l\e.saw 
a pistol in the hands of the prisoner 
two or three days beforq the m'urder 
M^as committed: it appeared to be a 
large horse-pistol, similar to the one 
now produced. 

James Smith proved his irjaking a 
wmrm or screw to the ramrod of the 
pistol now produced, for RoHlrt 
Watkins, ^on VV^dnesday the of 
May last*** 

James Lansdown deposed to the 
seeing Edward Watkins on Wednes- 
day morning. May tlie 12th, go to the 
garden of the prisoner*^5 father, about 
half a mile from Wootton-Bassett, 
and get into a ditch there, where 
he remained 8 or 10 minutes, when 
he got out of the ditch, and walker 
backwards and forwards; then^go 
into^the ditch again, and appeared 
to do something to the grass, as 
though lie wished tc^hidc sonietljing 
there. Witness informeej the Mayor 
^Mr Harding) of what he had seen ; 
whereupon they both went together 
to the spqt, and»there found the pis- 
tol now produced hid behind a bust 
‘ under growing grass, and which ap- 
peared to hav'e been pushed back 
over the pistol in order to hide it. 

The prisoner being called on for 
his defence, said that he knew no- 
thing a^out it, that he never had 
that five pound note in his possession/ 
and that he never wrote tlidsc leltera. 
Verdict— * 
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Child Mukdeh. ^ 

Westc^-n Circuit, — Exeter ^ Fridof^^ 

^ August g. 

THB KING V. FRANCES CLARK, 
alias FUTTAVIN. 

■ 

This case excited* considerable 
intercut, from tlio circumstance •of 
the unfortunate criminal havinj^ been 
twice bi/ore indicted and ttied for 
the same offence. On the first jii- 
di dement she was acquitted, in con- 
sequjjtice of the mime of the child 
she was. supposed to have murdered 
bein^ stated to he Oeorge Clark, in- 
stead of George Lakeinan, by which 
name it was proved to •have been 
christened. The second indictment, 
'stating the death to have been oc- 
*Ciisioned by the poison having de- 
scend td into the stomach, was 
tliought «ot to liave been supported 
byjjie evidence of the professional 
men who were examined, and, who 
stated that no part of the poison had 
so ^Jescended ii\Jo the stomach, but 
that the iiirfammation it cau>ed in 
,„the thfoat had, in fact, occasioned 
.the dT\ith of the childby sullbcation. 
The present indictnient clytrged her 
ivith the murder, by compelling th8 
infant, on the 4th of October 1817j«to' 
take a large quantity of oil of vitriol, 
by means whereof he became dis- 
ordered in his mouth and throat, 
and, by the choking and suffoca- 
tion occasioned thereb}', ^died on 
following day. A second count 
stated iiiilt to j^ave died of a certain 
' acid, culled oil of vitriol, administer- 
ed by the prisoner, and taken into 
, his mouth and throat, •whereby he 
^became incapable of swallowing his 
*food;^and that his death was the 


consequence of the inflammation, in- 
jury, and disorder occasioned there- * 
by. 

Upon the prisoner being arraign- 
ed, she pleaded, specially, her for- 
mer acquittal. The Clerk of Assize 
demurred to the plea. The prisoner 
joined in the demurrer. 

Mr Justice Best. — My own opi- 
nion is, that the pica is bad; tut 
as tlie two Judges at the former 
trtal thought the evidence adduced 
not admissible iiiulcr that indict- 
^nent, I shall follow this course — I 
shall overrule tiie plea, and pronounce 
a judgment of rcspiindant ouster. If 
she plead not guilty, s^he may have a 
writ of error lo tlie Court of Kiug*s 
Bench, or otherwise I will submit a 
case for the opinion of the twelve 
Judges. 

17.C prisoner then pleaded Not 
Guilty. 

Mr Selvvyn then open(?d the case 
on the part of ^he prosecution; but 
we have thought it unnecessary to 
report any thing but the evidence 
which was adduced, and which was 
as follows : — 

William Vevsey was the first wit- 
ness calli^l. ‘He stated, that he was 
a laboiffm* at Buckfftstleigh ; that 
the prisoner lodged at his house in 
the month of OctoljLT 1817, and 
had lodged there for sixteen weeks 
b^’forc the 24t!i of that month ; that 
three weeks before the 21th, the pri- 
soner was brought to bftl of a boy, 
who the prisonei*tolil him was to be 
called George Laktmnn; but' wit- 
was not present at the christen- 
frig. Witness has two rooms, one 
wdtliin the other; prisonei^ slept in 
thc^ inside one; and there •was no 
way to it without j)assingjJjp*ough 
liis room, which was the outer one, 
where be was the wbolt! day of the 
24 til, ill and in bed. Witness recol- 
Iccud the prisoner passing through 
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IHs room Into her own, about two in 
• the afternoon of the 24?th, with her 
child. She staid a minute or two, 
and went down stairs without the 
child ; but returned in a minute or 
two at farthest, when he heard her, 
a minute or so after her return, cry. 

The child is dying.’* The child 
had not before been crying ; it cried 
as if strangling. She repeated the 
child was dying. Prisoner went down 
again with her child and returne^l. 
The child was healthy. 

Cross-examined by Mr Tonkin, — 
Witness took no particular notice of 
the child on that day. Prisoner did 
not appear alarmed when she cried 
out the child was dying; when she 
ran down, she did not appear in 
great distress. 

Sarah Maddick is in her twelfth 
year, and knows the nature of an 
oath. Witness lived with Susannah 
Veysey, the wife of the first witness, 
in October 1817. Prisoner lived 
there at the same time. It was a- 
bout the time of Buckfastleigh fair. 
A little before the fair, prisoner de- 
sired her to go to 11. Butcher’s 
for a pennyworth of oil of vitriol. 
R. Butcher is a druggist. Prisoner 
gave her a penny and a botiVq, But- 
cher gave her a pennyworth of oil of 
vitriol, which she gave to prisoner. 
Butcher told litr to tell prisoner not 
to drink it, or it would kill her. 
Witness told that to prisoner, who 
said, “ N(^ no.” When witness 
brought prisoner the oil of vitriol, 
she was by the fire, down in the kit- 
chen. Prisoner told witness no^^to 
tell Susannali Vcyse> that she hai 
been for oil of vitriol. When she 
went toii.the shop, she told her to say 
it was for the people of the hoiltse^ 
and shiu she would give witittss » 
penny at Buckfastleigh fair, and when 
she had a child, and got to her mo- 
ther’s, would givt' her a habit shirt. 
This was six weeks ,bcff re she was 


brought to bed. Prisoner did not tell 
her why she was to have these things, 
only that she shoufd have them." 

Sarah Tapper is the daughter of the 
firsi witness, and lived with him in 
Octpberl817. Witness recollects see- 
ing prisoner at 6 o’clock in the morn- 
ing of that day, and again between ten 
and eleven : prisoner was by the fire 
suckling her child, and nothing was 
then the matter with the child. Wit- 
ness was going to siicMe her own 
ch^d; her child was ill : witness told 
prisoner so : prisoner said, “ I do not 
think n\iiie is a long-lived child.” 
W’itness asked why she thoUglit so, 
and said‘, your chdd is much more 
likely to live than mine w^as at Jthree 
weeks old* Prisoner said she had a 
nice bosom of milk to go a Wet-nur- 
sing, if her child should die; but 
added, if her child died, she would dry 
up her milk and go the country. 
8he said she was going to have' her 
order next day, but did not think the 
child would live long for any order. 
Witness went to work, bu^ returned 
about half past Prisoner was 
then silting in the same place, Vfit- 
ness asked prisoner why she had not 
dressed the child ; to which she an- 
swered the child hacfbcjn asleep* all 
the forenoon. Witness shvv prisoner 
about 2 o’clock the same day ; sh e was 
in the kitchen with the child in her 
arms, in ^ dreaefful way, crying the 
•clyld was dying. Witness observetf 
something on the child’s mouth and 
nose.* The child was very bad, the back 
part of its mouth and throat being 
all purple. Some liquor was running 
out of its mouth. It ran upon the 
whittle ahd apron, which were stained 
Witness asked if the child had 
bled. Prisoner said, * Yes.’* Then 
she saw her wipe the child’s mouth 
with her apron, which was burnt by* 
it, and turned the same colour as the 
whittle. The prisoner tried the child" 
to suckle, and witness tried it too, 
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hut it would not. The child never 
closed its lips allqr; it lived twenty- 
two Lours. Witness was in prison- 
er’s room two days after, on the 26th, 
with her little sister, who took a splion 
out of Ler mother^s box, where^he 
'^jrisoner kept her bundle. Witness 
took th'c spoon and wiped it, but the 
white fur would not come off. It was 
an iron spoon ; the white was in the 
/bowf of the spoon. 

Cross-examined. — When prisoner 
in th6 afternoon said the child was 
dying ; she was not crying herself, 
but the jghild was. • 

Susanna Veyse 3 ^ — T am the wife of 
T^^lliam Veysey. On Frida/the 2lth 
of October, I went down into the gar- 
den dear the house, and on^iy return 
I heard a dreadful screeching, the 
screeching of the prisoner. 1 came 
in while she was scrccijhing ; she 
was kneeling ii» a chair, and had the 
• child in her arms. She said the 
•child was dying, upon which I said, 
how can the child be dying, since it 
i]uite»wc!l when 1 parted from 
you. 1 asked her to give me the 
child, .but she said she would not 
spare the child to any body. *She 
ran up stairs with the child ; I ran 
after her : sllfe ran half way up, and 
came cV>wn*again ; I took the chikk 
*from 4ier ; some liquor was boiling 
upon the child’s mguth with froth. 
The back part of the moutli was pur-^ 
pie. There was something on the 
child’s nose, which turned red, then 
white : there was a place on* the 
cheek that seemed burnt with the 
liquor that ran from the mouth. I 
asked what she had done it for ; and 
she said it was her mother’s fault. I 
sent for tLe doctor. Prisoner st^d 
in the hpuse. 'fhe child’s whittle 
seamed bloody ; I put my finger to it, 
dnd put my finger to myit tongue; it 
burned iny tongue. I said, “ What 
have you done to your child ? You 
know (flat you have given it oil of 


vitriol : where you had it 1 know 
not.” Prisoner did not answer. The * 
child was three weeks old ; and up to 
that time, it was quite healthy. The 
child died the next day, about twelve 
o’clock. I know about oil of vitriol. 

I never had it in my house. I had 
used it when a young woman for the 
toothach ; and it burnt all the teeth 
out of my head. I found a bottle in 
the fire the Tuesday after. The 
bottle on taking out broke, and the 
liquor was spilt on a stick which was 
•in the fire: it burned the stick. I 
found vitriol in the bottle : I kept 
the bottle some time, and showed it 
to constable, wlio had it a week 
in his possession. It was produced 
at the former trial, and then broken, 
being let fall. 

• Richard Butcher, a druggist at 
BuLkfastleigh, corroborated the evi- 
dence of Sarah Maddick, and added, 
that the oil of vitriol she took away 
was sufficient to cause death. 

Thomas Rowe. — I am a surgeon at 
Buckfastleigh ; I was called to Vey- 
scy’s house at a quarter after two, to 
see the child. It looked as if it had 
been strangled ; the mouth was burnt 
and excoriated, and some white liquid 
ran froneiflie lips. I remained twenty 
miifhtes, and attended again at half 
past seven. Next day the child was 
very bad, and convulsed all over. I 
impute the state of the child to the 
application of some acid. Oil of vi- 
triol would produce the same appear- 
ance. I ascribe the death to suffoca- 
tion from sw’elling of the throat. I 
been twenty-six years a sur- 
geon. • 

Cross-examined. — A person could 
not know oil of vitriol froni#any o- 
tbef corrosive acid by I 

myscir could not; a chemist perhaps 
might. If oil of vitridi were ap- 
plied to a person’s mouth, I think 
siiBbcation is not the only mode by 
which it wmildtopcrate. It would 



78 


EDINBQRGH ANNUAL UEOISTEU, 1819. 


dissolve the coats of the stomach ; 

„ but it might operate both ways, and 
produce mortification, or such ge- 
neral inflammation as would cause 
death. 

Nicliolas Churchill. — I am a sur- 
geon at Buckfastlcigh, and was call- 
ed to a chilli at the house of William 
Teysey, at four o’clock in the after- 
noon ofthe 2 1th of October, and found 
the child breathing with difficulty, 
.and unable to swallow. The whole 
sufi’ace of the body was livid, and 
thesu’rface of the mouth destroycij 
by stroirg mineral acid : from the ap- 
pearance of the nose, I am convinced 
it was oil of vitriol. While the inatter 
was fr^sli in my mind I tried oil of vi- 
triol on my own finger, and the colour 
produced was exactly the same as thet 
on the child. Oil of vitriol, if tlropped 
on linen, would de.stroy the t ex tare, 
and turn it I>rownish ; the apron was 
checked blue and white, and was 
turned red. The die of the blue is 
indigo, and the natural effect of oil 
of vitriol would be to turn it red. I 
think a person might distinguish oil 
of vitriol from other acid. 1 think 
the child died from inflammation, 
causing swelling and suflbeation, and 
that that was occasioned I y applica- 
tion of a strong acid, which I believe 
to be oil of vitriol. 

Cross-exaniincd. — 1 did not open 
the body. If oil of vitriol >vcre pour- 
ed suddenly into the mouth, it' is. 
possible, but not probable, that it 
would find its way^into the stomach. 
The throat would contract. If it got 
Jo the stomach, it would not se^sud- 
denly cause death as Jnflamraation5)f 
the Lhr-qat and suffocation would. It 
w'ould^ excite vomiting. The child 
did not voiT'it, as far as I saw. • 

Prfe;,,.cr put in a paper d^nyirjg 
her guilt. « She alluded in it to her 
having brought up otlicr children 
tenderly, complained of prejudices 
.ngainst her, and stated, that on the 


former trial three masters had sent 
up a good character of her. 

ftir Justice Best observed, that a 
charge of murder must be consider* 
edcas proved where the death is oc* 
casioned by the act of the prisoner, 
un'ess the evidence is sufficient if* 
reduce it below that clegrcc of 
crime. The only question here was 
not the degree of guilt, but wliothor 
the child died by the act of the 
prisoner. If.. the evidence now ad-> 
duced could have been adduced 
under the former indictment, then 
she iia^ once been tried, and can- 
not be tried again ; but This is a 
question to be submitted to ^tbe 
twelve Judges-, The (piestipn Vor 
the Jury .was, did the poison, l y the 
means stated, produce ihc death of 
the child? The learned Judge then 
commented ably on the evidence, and 
observed, ‘ that niai^y circumstan- 
ces of small import iiidividuallytcon-’ 
sidered, when occurring together/ 
acquired a cumulative force, which 
in many cases gave to circurnsta..- 
tial evidence a weight beyond that 
of almost a)\y single positive tl‘sti- 
mony. 

The Jury, after a pause of a few 
minutes, pronounced a verdict of 
Ciiilti/, Objections were then taken 
to the indictment, which the If^arned 
Judge stated should form part of the 
,case which he intended to submit for 
the opinion of the twelve Judges. 


Coining. 

Staffordshire Assizes.^ -Crotun* Side^ 
^ ^ Avgust. 

Joseph Wilkes, Thomas Earpa/ibs 
Rcddall, lyid John Duffield, stood 
indicted for having, at the parish of 
Darlaston, iii the county of Stafford, 
feloniously and traitorously made 
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ainl counterfeited a certain piece of 
coin to the likeness of a shilling. 

Mr Jervis, tlie^’leading counsel for 
the prosecution, said, that the 
charge against the prisoners fvas 
high* treason. The principal evi« 
^dence he should call was an accoin- 
pljce of the name ofj Bollon, whose 
testimony it would, thercibre, be the 
jiuty of the jury most minutely and 
^carefully to watch, and not to be- 
'lieve it unless fully ^supported by 
* other and unimpcached evidence. 
In March last Bolton went to Dur- 
laston, where he met Duffield, who 
lived tlnffe, and proposed to walk in 
the fields. When they wese tht«*e, 
Bftton asked him whether he knew 
MrsJtlissakcr, (a woman lately exe- 
cuted at Warwick for coining.) He 
said he had known her. Bolton then 
asked if he would do some work (by 
which was meant coming) for him. 
.,Du®eld agreedTJhu^AIie price to be 
*paid for stamping the impressions 
upon tJ)c blanks was 3s. per gross. 
Many subsequent meetings of the 
prisoners would be proved, and that 
on *^0110 occasion the son of Mrs 
Bissaker was present. On Saturtlay, 
the ITtli of July, the prisoners Earp 
and* Wilkes, and*tlie accomplice Bol- 
ton, mt‘t ii? a lane at llandsw'orth,^ 
■^vhert^ they weri^ seen by a Mr 
Green to cxchsi^e parcels, and 
were also overheartPto make an ap-^ 
j5ointment for another meeting, near , 
the sauie place, on the Wednesday 
following. On that day, the 2lst of 
July, the constables of Darlaston, 
in consequence of information from 
Green, attended at the New Inn, 
Ilandsworth, and apprehended the 
"^)risoners.^ Bolton and Earp enme 
first ; and, when seen, Bolton drop- 
ped' a small parcel into the ditch, 
which, however, he said belonged 
^ to him. Upon examination, it was 
found to contain 1740 metal blanks 
silvered, of the size of a shilling. 


Earp had a parcel, containing 1140 
blanks of a similar kind. Shortly • 
afterwards Wilkes arrived with an 
ass and a pair of saddle-bags, in 
vvhicli were found 2589 base shil- 
lings, all impressed, complete and fit 
for circulation. Duffield was not 
present ; hut in his house was found 
a base shilling, which would be pro- 
ved to have been struck from -the 
same die as those in the saddle-bags. 
On the premises were also found two 
iron presses and a large stamp, in- 
^siru Clients wdiich he used in his busi- 
ness. With regard to the prisoners 
Duffield and Wilkes, there could be 
no doubt as to thcii*conviction, from 
conversations held by them with the 
constables ; and there would be no 
difficulty as to Earp*s case, he having 
been seen by Mr Green, on the 17th 
oY July, to exchange parcels with 
Wilkes, and having been apprehend- 
ed with a large quantity of the 
blanks in his possession, 

John Bolton said, he was originally 
a die-sinker, but had not worked at 
that business for many years. He 
knew the prisoner Duffield ; he met 
him in March last at the Waggon 
and Horses,Jn Darlaston, and pro- 
posed y>^alk in the fields; when 
they were there, he asked him whe- 
ther he knew Mrs Bissaker. He 
answered, “ Yes.^^ ^Witness then 
asked him if he would do the same 
foi' him as he had done for her. The 
prisoner said, “ What’s that Wit- 
ness replied, ^tamp some shil- 
lings.^’ The prisoner said he would, 
anj^ked when he could send any 
oyfr ? Witney said, in a few days 
he should come to Birmingl\iim, and 
they agreed to meet at a public- 
•hou^e in Livery-street. prison- 

ed said he would have 6d7p55Wcore, 
but witness agreed to give him 5s. 
per gross : witness was to find the 
blanks and dies. In two or three 
days witnes} Tiijt Duffield alone at 
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the Three Tuns, Livery-street, Bir- 
mingham. He met him again alone 
at the same place in a lew days. 
Shortly afterwards they met a third 
time at the same house, when Duf- 
field brought Wilkes with him ; and 
William Bissaker, the son of Mary 
♦ Bissaker, was there. Witness, Wilkes, 
and Duffield, met next at the Leo- 
pard, in great Ilampton-street, and 
afterwards at the same place two or 
three times. They drank togethe,r 
at those places, and paid jointly : 
there was no work yet ready. A- 
bout two days after, they met near 
St Paul’s Chapel. Witness did not 
then deliver any thing to Wilkes ; 
but between that place ^ and the 
Leopard he gave him a pair of shil- 
ling dies, and about 30lbs. of blanksj 
silvered, and ready for striking with 
the impression. Duffield was jirc- 
sent, and witness said he had 
brought the dies and blanks. Duf- 
iieldtold him to give them to Wilkes. 
A day or two aftt?r witness met 
Wilkes at the Leopard, and received 
back the 30 lbs. of blanks, stamped 
with the impression on both sides, and 
paid L. 3 for them, being at the rate 
of 3s. per gross, as agre^ed. Two or 
three days after, he raet'S'Jilkes at 
the Queen’s-IIead, Handsworth,* by 
appointment, and took Earp with 
him. They delivered to Wilkes a- 
bout 30 lbs. more blanks, in the 
same state, and to be stamped as be- 
fore. Nothing was said as to what was 
to be done with tkem, but Wilkes 
took them ; the blanks were wrapped 
in separate papers. They had »^e 
drink, which witnessiand Earp paid 
for. In a few days, Earp and the 
witness* received the blanks stamjied 
on bpXh from Wilkes, wh<i* 

brought them on an ass to th^saine 
place, when another parcel of blanks 
was delivered to him. This traffic 
was carried on two or^three days a- 
week for some time^ and at different. 


places. On Wednesday, the 14th qF 
July, witness and Earp met Wilkes, 
in a^lane at the back of the Newlnn, 
Ilandswonh, and delivered him 50 
Ibsf of blanks, to be stamped and 
brought to the same place on- Satur- 
day following. When witness and 
Earp got thefe on the Saturday, 
they found that Wilkes had arrived, 
and that he had his son and an' ass 
with him. They left the lad sitting 
on a bank, and went frfrther down 
th^ lane, when they received back a 
part of the 50 lbs. stamped, and de- 
livered *0 Wilkes 50 pounds more 
blanks, which he was to bring back 
stalnped, on the Wednesday after, 
and they appointed to meet in a larfe, 
opposite tHie New Inn, leadirig to 
Smethwick. They then went into 
the New Inn, where they saw a per- 
son, whos(^ nfpae the witness now 
knew to be sj/*ing on a tabic. 

On Wcdnesdiy,‘the 21st, the^wit- 
ness and Earp went, between ten and' 
eleven in the morning, to the lane 
appointed, and were apprehended b^ 
the constables of Darlnston. Wit- 
ness had a parcel, inside his umbrel- 
la, containing about 15 lbs. of blanks, 
and Earp had one containing the 
same quantity. Thej were taken 

the parlour at the New^Inn where 
Wilkes, and the|teddle-bags,' with' 
the counterfeit^ ^in, were shortly 
ferouglrt. • Witness got the dies from 
’Mrs Bissaker — one head and two tail 
dies. He delivered one of each to 
Wilkes, as before stated ; and the o- 
ther tail die (the former having been 
broken] at Wilkes’s house, in Dar« 
laston, some time after. 

Mr Twiss, counsel for the prison-^ 
cr^s. said, there were here« number 
of charges against them,i and he 
thought it but fair that the one up- 
on which Uie other side meant to 
proceed should now be named. The 
Learned Judge acquiesced ; and Sir 
W. Owen, in Mr Jervis’s absence, 
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said, they should mainly rely on the 
counterfeit coin found at the time of 
the prisoner’s apprehension^ al- 
so upon the base shilling found in 
DufH eld’s house. I 

Jo’hp Bolton cross-examined. — 

. The last two parcels of blanks found 
upon witness and Enrp were about 
30 Ibs^. Witness had been in the trade 
six or seven months altogether ; but 
/hadleft it olF some time before he met 
with Duffiekl. lie did not know that 
any process was necessary, a^ler 
stamping the base coin, to harden it, 
and make it fit for eirculatipn. Wit- 
ness projffosed the business to Duffield; 
delivered the blanks to Wilk«s, reCei- 
vflkl tjiem back when stamped, put 
them into circulation, and then in- 
formed against Ids accomplices : he 
could not deny that it was so. When 
witness delivered the dies with the 
blanks to W'ilK;es, Dufficld was by, 

. and#vitncss saidlWiat they were for ; 
,it was the subject of their conversa- 
tion : he did not always say what they 
were for, and, perhaps, he might not 
have said*it tlicn. 

.hjmjma Longmore, daughter of 
the landlord of the Three Tuns* Li- 
very-street, Birmingham ; Elizabeth 
Cox, servant^t*the Leopard, Great 
Hamptj^n-strcct ; and Hannah Tur-* 
nier, servant at the Queen’s Head, 
Handswortli, corroborated Bolton’s 
evidence, as to his ifteeting the pri-» 
ibners at those places ; and Rebec- 
ca Tonks, seivant to Mr Crockett, 
of the New Inn, proved that Wilkes, 
Bolton, and Earp, came to her mas- 
ter’s house on the 17th of July, and 
that she saw them there on the day 
of their apprehension. • 

Thomnii Green said, he was a malt- 
ster at Darlaston. Ho knew Wilkes, 
who lived there. On Saturday the 
>7ih of July, about thre^ o’clock in 
the offernoon, witness was in the 
garden at the New Inn, Hands worth, 
which adjoins a lane, and heard 
VOL. xn.* PAiiT ir. 


Wilkes, whose voice be knew well, 
say to some one, “ Sit down.” Wit- 
ness looked over the hedge, and saw 
Wilkes’s son with him, and an ass. 
Witness observed and listened, and 
shortly after saw two men come a- 
long the lane. On their arrival, 
Wilkes got up and spoke to them. 
The three men then went further 
down the lane with the ass, leading 
the boy sitting on tlic bank. Wit- 
ness then went to the end of the lane, 
which he crossed, and went down 
the hedge side till he came within a 
short distance, where he could ob- 
serve them without being seen. Bol- 
ton and Larp then ifxchanged parcels 
with Wfikes. They appointed to 
meet the next Wednesday. Witness 
gave information of what he had 
l^eard and seen to Mr Partridge, the 
constable. 

Thomas Partridge said, he was a 
constalde of Darlaston. He recei- 
ved information from Mr Green, in 
consequence of which he went with 
Mr Butler, another constable, to the 
New Inn, Handswortli, on Wednes- 
day, the ‘21st of July, where they 
apprehended Earp and Bolton, as 
stated ill thtt evidence of the latter. 
Witnes^,ifR)n afterwards apprehend- 
ed Wilkes, who, after some conver- 
sation, said, upon being asked by 
witness what he had* got, “ Thee 
knowest.” Witness, said, “ I do.” 
The prisoner answered, “ I wish I 
did not.” The parcel in Bolton’s 
umbrella contained I74<0 blanks, that 
found upon Earp IMO, and those 
cq^itfined in Wilkes’s saddle-bags 
2^89 counterfeit shillings. Witness 
searched Wilkes’s house, anc^, under 
a bench in the shop, found a«parcel 
li^aR iron pot, covered % ith a bag, 
oontaitiing 1S77 bla^iks. jfic* also 
searched Duffield’s housed and found 
a counterfeit shilling, and in the shop 
presses and other apparatus which 
he used in h»s*trsde. 
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William Payne said, he was a 
' constable of Birmingham. Tie was 
sent for to West Bromwich on the 
21st of July, when he saw Wilkes 
apart from the other prisoners, but 
many more persons were present. 
Witness told him his name, hut used 
no threat, and made no promise. He 
said, he understood the prisoner was 
taken into custody on a charge of 
having forged money in his posses- 
sion, which it was material he should 
account for ; he was at liberty to do 
as he pleased, but he believed it was^ 
found upon him. The prisoner said, 
he would tell the truth, whether for 
or against him: Tie had the money 
from Duffield, at Darlaston. Upon 
witness observing that it would take 
three persons to work such a press^ 
he said, he and another worked the 
fly, and Duffield fed it. Witr^ess 
afterwards saw Duffield at Darlas- 
tOD, apart from the other prisoners. 
He made use of no threat or pro- 
mise, but said, he understood the 
prisoner was there under a charge 
of coining. He then asked him, 
whether he wished to say any thing 
upon it, which he was at liberty to 
do or not. The prisoner said, he 
was a poor unfortunate i?iua« with a 
large lamily, and wanted mon«Fy to 
pay his poor-rates ; he trusted, 
therefore, th*at mercy would be 
shown to him. On being asked by 
witness, how long he had been* in. 
that way, he said, only a very short 
time ; and that heohad the dies from 
a person who received them from 
Bolton. The witness took upiDuf- 
fleld’s press, but found nothing sus- 
picious about it : he had examined 
the shilling found in Duffield*s house, 
and A^<ken from Wilkes's saMdJe** 
bags, before the magistrateli, and 
they were both struck from the same 
die. 

Mr George Atkinson said, he was 


moneyer at tlie Royal Mint. The 
shilling now produced, found in Duf- 
flel4,'s house, and that taken from 
Wilkes's saddle-bags, were both coun- 
teri^uts, and struck from the same 
die,^ The others produced from the 
various parcels were also counter- 
feits, and from. the same die^ 

This was the case for the prosecu- 
tion. 

Mr Twiss then rose on behalf of 
the prisoners, ,jmd raised the follow- 
ing objections .—First, that to sup- 
port the present indictment, it was 
necessary to prove the royal pro- 
clamation under which tFe coin was 
issued, U) support which objection he 
citedseclionsirom various acts: A id 
Secondly,, that to bring the 
home to an offender, lie must be prov- 
ed, not only to have made the impres- 
sion, but to have manufactured the 
blank, and vice versa,^ These objec- 
tions were overrulcci!* ^ 

Mr Justice Richardson then reca- 
pitulated the evidence to the Jury. 
He said, that the testimony of Bolton, 
inasmuch as he was an accomplice, 
ought, as stated by the learned coun- 
sel for the prosecution in his open- 
ing, to be most scrupulously exami- 
ned ; and if tliey«e(^ertained*anY 
, doubt upon it, to be altogether dis- 
carded. But, however it w^g to be 
regretted that he who was not only 
•an accomplice,- but the prime mover, 
could not be put to the bar,— -if it ap- 
peared to them that his evidence was 
supported by such substantial and 
unimpeached testimony as would not 
leave a doubt upon their minds, it 
was then entitled to its full weight, 
and they would give a verdict ac- 
9Qrding to their consciences. 

The Jury conferred together for 
a short time, and then pronounced a 
verdict o£jGuill^ against all the pri- 
soners. 
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Murder. I 

• . . f 

Durham Assizes^ Friday ^ 

• August 13. 

This ease, which excited very 
great interest, was remarkably simi- 
lar to that of the Ashcrofts. But 
here only one unhappy woman* was 
in the house. To her murder, how.# 
ever, added the burning of the 
house, in order to conceal both the 
•robbery and the murder.* In this 
ftasQ, too, as in that of the Ashcrofts, 
thef evidence against tlfe prisoners 
was Entirely circumstantial ; but the 
difficulty was much increased by the 
lapse of four years sin^c the atro- 
cious deed hr '3 been perpetrated. 

•Jolm Eden^ aged 28, James 
Wolfe, aged 56, and George Wolfe, 
his son, aged 30, were charged with 
•the wilfi^l murder of Isabella Young, 
at Herrington, on the night of the 
2ffth August 1815. 

Mr Williams opened the case to 
the Jury. The nature of the charge 
agtiinst the ^^rfsoners could not fail 
to haye Engaged their attentioR. 
An 3 »<Rttempt on his part to excite 
their attention woj^ld be improper, 
^therefore, as being superfluous. B«t 
it would be improper for another 
reason : any thing of exaggeration 
or inflammation which might*with- 
draw their minds from sober and de- 
liberate investigation would be most 
improper. But there was in this 
Case wherewithal to rouse Aicir feel- 
ings, if he were to dwell upon* (he 
circumsitances. A young woman, 
helpless and defenceless, was the 
’person brutally butchcasd ; and the 
house was set in flames to conceal the 
bloody deed. Such were the circum- 
stances of enormity and atrocity at- 


tending the case they were to in- 
quire into. But their great business 
was to inquire who were the per- 
sons that had perpetrated this atro- 
cious deed. He would shortly state 
the outline of the evidence to be laid 
before them. Isabella Young had 
been in the service of Miss Jane 
Smith, since Lady Peat, a lady of 
great opulence, and of singular 
habits and manners. One of her 
^singular habits was to have only one 
female servant in her house. Miss 
Smith had been from home for a 
week previous to the murder, and 
had left Isabella Y^ung in her house 
at Herrington, a village four or five 
miles from the town of Sunderland. 
Isabella Young had been alarmed 
the night before this fatal attempt ; 
•she had heard the bar removed from 
tliedoor, and in consequence had soli- 
cited a neighbour to sleep with her on 
the night of the 28th of August 1815. 
Her solicitation failed ; but that 
neighbour heard her bolt the door 
at 10 o’clock. Another neighbour 
found her about two o’clock next 
morning murdered. The house had 
been set fire to ; but the fire had not 
reached part where she was at 
the tiiKre she was seen, and dragged 
ouT. That the murder had been 
committed by some persons or other 
would be proved, therefore, beyond 
all controversy. He would now 
s*tate to them the evidence which 
affected the several prisoners. John 
Eden had been A soldier in the Dur- 
ha^militia, who marched into New- 
cailue on the 26th of August, the 
Saturday beftre this tragedy. It 
would be proved that he wSs absent 
from his regiment on tlm night of the 
and the morniqg oTLkftg gth ; and 
•if thi Jury would believe one of the 
witnesses, they would find that Eden 
called at that witness’s house on the 
evening of Monday the 28th, and 
told him, that^ie and two others 
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u’ere going to Herrington on a very 
disagreeable business, and spoke of 
Miss Smith’s mouldy money. An 
idea had prevailed that she had ac- 
cumulated money ; this had excited 
cupidity ; and her retired manner of 
living gave hopes of gratifying that 
cupidity. Kdcn spoke of her iiiouldy^ 
money, and if the witness should be 
belfeved, — and he knew no reason 
why he should not, — they would find 
him that night upon this very busi- 
ness. Eden bad been a kcelman. 
In the evening he had been in blue 
clothes; and next morning he v/as seen 
neatly dressed, ijnd having a bun- 
dle, (no unimportant circumstance,) 
twelve miles from Newcas*tlc. He 
had every appearance of having 
changed his cloilies. On one occa- 
sion he said he could establish a*- 
«///^/, and prove that he was at NSw- 
castle. There he certainly ought to 
have been, but he would be proved 
by the rnu^ter-roll to have been ab- 
sent. Tie would now proceed to 
James Wolfe. He bad hehl a farm 
from Miss Smith, and had fallen in 
arrear with his rent. She had be- 
come displeased with him, and got 
rid of him. It would bcpj’ 9 ved that he 
had afterwards, on many tt«‘^asions, 
said he would be revenged, andUuil 
he was not dor^e with hcry et. I n addi- 
tion it would be proved, that in De- 
cember 1814^, on a remarkably windy 
day, when a wall had been thrown ‘ 
down, and had killed a man, a circum- 
stance that naturally fastened on the 
memory, Wolfe mentioned Ao a 
James Shaw the pretended iWtegs 
and injustice done do him by Mfes 
Smith, and said that he would be re- 
venged. To Shaw he remarked that it 
w*ouU..b#>ri^sy to rob her house. JNett 
as to Gcorjie Wolfe, he had bten re- 
markably regular In his employment, 
which was that of a furrier, at Bishop 
Wearmouth ; but on the night of the 
^^8th he was afavsem, and wlien Jie re- 


turned on the morning of the 29tl], 
he was observed to liave a black eye, 
and Co have scratches on his faccf, as 
if done with nails. His first account 
of it^was, “ I was drunk, and fell in 
the streets of Sunderland.” On an- 
other occasion he said, one of his 
children had beeh unwell, and he lu'd 
risen to get some water for the child, 
and hurt himself. He was apijrc- 
heiidcd in Edinburgh and a pocket- 
book was found with him, which he 
said he had got from the family of his 
wife six years bidbrc. Lady Peat 
would pi>ovo this pocket-br^k to liave 
been hers, and to have been in her 
dwclUng'a week before the murder. 
Such was the evi ience which wouVl 
be laid before them ; they w'ould 
weigh it with that mea<;urcd consi- 
deration and that attentive caution 
which it was their province to exer- 
cise; and they he doubted 

not, come to sucl/aconclusion at the 
evidence warranted, 

Mr Holt stated hew^as counsel for 
the two Wolfes. * 

Mr Wilkinson said he was counsel 
for John Eden. 

Evidence was first given respect- 
ing John Eden. 

Ann How’e lived At <IerringtoVi in 
the month of August l8li>, at the 
time Miss Smith’s house wasv ct on 
fire; she lived ^fifty yards from the 
•liouse, ind knew Isabella Young 
well. On Monday night, about half- 
past nine, Isabella Young came to 
witness’s house to ask her to sleep 
with her, and said she was frighten- 
ed to sleep alone. Witness crossed 
the road with her as she returned to 
Miss Sfinth’s ; it was then a quarter 
tpJen. Witness stopped at the win- 
dow till she got into bed in the kit- 
chen. Witness heard her lock* and 
bolt the dpor. Isabella Young told 
her she might go away when she got 
to bed, and she went away. She saw 
her next morning murdered. 
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John Ramsay lived at Herrington 
at the time, and was disturbed about 
twf> o'clock of \he morning of the 
29th: he got up and saw Miss Smith's 
house in flames. He went ta the 
house^ ran along a passage, and at 
the kitchen door saw Isabella Young 
lying he dragged her out, and per- 
ceived no sign of life in her. She 
.was undressed, and had her under 
petticoat grasped in her left hand, 

John Croduce, surgeon at Bishop* 
Wearmouth, was sent for, and saw 
the body on the morning of the 25th- ^ 
He foLindjtwo large wounds on the 
back of'hcr head, and a fracture on 
tJie right side of her head. The 
biows had undoubtedly occasioned 
her ^cath. 

Janies Lincoln, a seafaring man at 
Sunderland, knew the prisoner Rdcn 
for twenty years. In 1815 Eden was 
in the Durham militia, ^nd had pre- 
viously been a' Kt»clman at Sunder- 
land. About five o’clock in the 
evening before this woftil affair hap- 
|)cned, Eden came to the witness in 
his own Rouse, stood on the middle 
ofHlie floor with his hat on one side 
of his'head, and appeared very grog- 
gy. Witness sat in an arm chair, 
and smoked bis* pipe. Eden had on 
a blue jaaket and trowsers, Hy 
said,^^ James, I am going to Her- 
rington to-night ; will you go along 
with us Witness*said, I 
%now," ‘‘ Why, James?" Eden, 
said. “ I anx going to Herrington 
on a very disagreeable piece oUbusi- 
ncss ; 1 don't know whether I should 
go or not.'^ Well, John,” said 
witness, “ don't go." Do you 
know any body, about Herrington, 
James ?"^ Witness said, “ Not 
many.” 'lie said, Do you kndw 
outf W(Jlfe?" Witness said, I 
know Mr Wolfe, tijc gaol-kccpcr, at 
Durham.” He said, “ *^rhat is not 
the man ; this is a farmer man ; he was 
fiirmcr*to Miss Smith at Heniufr* 


ton.” He said, “ I warrant yen 
know Miss Smith, James.” “ Aye,'' 
said witness, and her father many 
years ago.” “ That,” he said, is 
the house we are going to to-night, 
and I expect Wolfe is the man that 
will go through the business: I would 
not give a d — n for a man if he can- 
not go through his business. This 
is the third night and the last night 
1 shall be at Herrington, and to- 
iiiglit I mean to do something, and 
i iuive to be at Newcastle at six o'- 
clock in the morning, for I have run 
it. If you go to Herrington with me 
to-night, James, 1 don't know but 
ril be able to giv»you more money 
than you can work for, for twelve 
mouths.” “ Jt)hn,” said witness, 

I'll not go.” He said, “ No man 
need be frightened to go along with 
ina, for I would never give that man 
or woman leave to stand belbrc me 
in a Court to condemn me. 1 don't 
want you to go into the house with 
us ; Pll tell you what to do when you 
get there.” “ John," said witness, 
“ rU not go.” “ No, James,” 
said he, ” your heart lies in the 
wrong place ; before you go with us, 
you will sit J.hcre till you perish like 
a thouP’ve^fi pin for fastening boats 
to;»thtr phrase was common there.) 

No, John,” said witness, ** while 
I can walk up to the eolliery and ask 
lor a bit of bread."' “ Why, James,” 
hv said, “ I am sorry at nought, for 
we shall have to do a\vay witli the 
poor lass before jve can go through 
with this piece of business.” VVit- 
nej^ald, “ Don't go, John.” Eden 
vj^ed, “ I promised to go, and go 
I will. Miss Smirh's maidej;i is a bit 
of a sweetheart of nxinc, and tj>-night 
• 1 eSpeci to make her e^uifcss where 
all liiiss Smith's n«)uldy*^ri(loifby is. 
The b — ch denied me w kit 1 wanted 
of her; but to-n^ht I’ll have her 
whether she will oFnot — but 1 mu’n 
(must) away/* took a step to- 
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wjirds the door, and turned sudden- 
ly round to witness again, and said, 
** James, you need not take any no- 
tice of what ^ have said to you. But 
I need not mind, for you are not that 
man able to go through that piece of 
business. Good night.” He then 
ran down stairs, and witness saw no 
more of him till about seven weeks 
after, when the regiment was dis- 
banded ; he liad no further talk with 
him. Next morning witness heard,, 
the dreadful news that the house was 
burnt down, and the poor maiden 
murdered. That was in Sunderland, 
about ten o’clock. Witness saw Eden 
and his wife together, when he had 
been at home about two months : 
Eden and his wife had very high 
words. The wife said, when she 
was felled by him on the floor, O. 
you villain ! 1 could hang thee fora 
vrord.” 

Cross-examined by Mr W’ilkinson. 

He was master of a small sloop, a- 
bout the conclusion of the war. When 
the sloop was laid up by the owners, 
he was out of a birth. He was ob- 
liged to sell his furniture, and got his 
subsistence mostly by going up to the 
collieries to beg a bit of bread. He 
came now from the workh Jcise^ He 
had seen Eden about a fortnight be- 
fore the 28th of August. Eden had 
never said any thing of this any other 
time. Eden had never gone out of 
the way. Witness never mentioned 
a word about it till about three years 
after. He always wished and prayed 
it might fall upon some person rather 
than on him to put it forth, fo^be 
knew it was a very dangerous busi-* 
ness. (To a juror, ) It was not from 
regard So Eden, but because his own 
life wo^d be safe in Sunderlafld,^, 
and he must noW leave Sundetland^ 
with his foUr children. A rcwrrd 
of two hundred pc^unds had been of- 
fered. (To the Court.) He could 
not say he cxpcctcdi^he "eward: he 


would not refuse it. One hundred 
pounds had been offered by an ad- 
vertisif^ment from Bow-street-oflice, 
and one hundred pounds by Miss 
Smitift. He never knew Savory, but 
he ui^derstood he was a ginger^ead- 
bakcr at Bishop-Wearmouth. He 
said, “ We have got Savory.”. Hp 
meant that he was in custody i^pon 
that charge. 

Re-examined in chief. — He spoke ' 
of Savory about two menths ago. 
The^e was a great talk of Savory 
.coming from America. There was a 
talk that^he had brought^with him 
some golden images from Atnerica. 
(Mi^s Smith was a Catholic.) Hearing- 
that Savory was Qoming home prit 
soner concerning the images, rhe 
might have said in the streets, ^ We 
have got Savory.*' He meant nothing 
respecting this murder or robbery, 
as imputed to Savorj^only the gol- 
den images, it was ^aid, had been in 
the house, and Savory was said to 
have bought them. He had been in 
the work-house, but never in his lifoi 
charged with a crime. 

By the Court. — He was exarainbd 
beforb the magistrates twice, and 
mentioned the same things. He 
thought he had stated that Eden had 
s|?id he must be at Newcastle at six 
o'clock in the morning, for (n'^had 
run it. (This was not found in the 
e?iammati6ns.) 

Edward Kellet was acting as 
watchman at Sunderland, when the 
murder and burning happened. 
He had known Eden from a child. 
To the best of his belief, be saw 
him on the morning he heard 
of the ' robbery, between four 
and Jive o'clock, betwaxt i^l^e Town- 
hall and Bodewell-lane, in Sun- 
derland, having on a regimental 
jacket, a redmental cap, and white* 
trowsers. He had no side-arms, and 
was carrying nothing. He was very 
clean. Another man, who wls with 
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him^ carried a bundJe. He saw Mr 
Watkin, Mr Davison, and two other 
get>tlenien on tlfe morning on \](hich 
he heard of the robbery. To the 
best of his belief, but he was noi po- 
sitive,. that was the morning ha saw 
Eden. 

Cross-examined by Mr Wilkinson. 
Edep did not bear one of the best 
.of ’characters. Neither of the other 
'prisoners was the man with him. 

Elizabeth Clark liyed in Herring- 
ton, knew Eden by sight, knew Miss 
Smith's house, and saw Edch in the^ 
house oi\^the Sunday afternoon be- 
fore th^Vobbery. There were some 
papers on the parlour table b^ore 
him. What he w^s doing with them 
witness knew not. Miss Smith was 
not ^^home. Witness did not see 
the girl. Witness looked, because 
she was surprised to see a stranger 
man there. She had selen the girl a 
litbic before. was dressed in a 
blue jacket and trowsers. 

Cross-examined by Mr Wilkin- 
•son. — He looked at her, but did not 
seem alarmed. When she saw him at 
the time she was before the Magi- 
strate, she had not the presence of 
mind to recollect that it was the same 
man. Rut #pnn recollection she af- 
terwards djccarae perfectly satisfied 
tha^if was the same man. 

Ann Howe (again) saw Isabella 
Young on the SurfHay, in the aft<y:- 
*noon, standing at the door, and 
walked with her about half-past 
seven, towards Sunderland, • about 
a mile from Herrington. They 
met several men, and one man in 
sailor’s clothes, with whom they en- 
•tered into conversation : witness ne- 
ver saw^him before : Isabella Young 
was acquainted with him : he a- 
tallish man, pock-fretted, with a", 
• thinnish face. Witness left Isabella 
Young with him for at»out ten mi- 
nutes. He had asked Isabella Young 
how she was. After he had left them, 
he called to Isabella Young, that he' 


would be up some night that week: 
she said, ** Well John, 1 don’t wanl^ 
you.” John Eden, the prisoner, was 
the man ; she was certain of it. 

Cross-examined. — He was com- 
ing from Sunderland : he was very 
mild when he spoke. She was never 
seat for to be examined before Tues- 
day last : she could swear that was 
the very man. • 

John Close was in the Durham 
militia in 1815, a corporal. They 
marched into Newcastle on the 26th 
of August 1815. John Eden was in 
the same company. He had a wife. 
A guard report was kept in order to 
mention the prisoners confined, and 
the natiirc of the crime. John Eden 
was absent from the company on the 
28th day of August. Witness re- 
collected that very well. Eden had 
*b8cn absent on the evening parade 
of Sunday, and the whole day Mon- 
day. The report he held in his hand 
had been made by his direction, and 
in it he was entered absent for two 
days. (The report was unintelligible 
to the Court, and was most unintel- 
ligibly explained by the witness.) 

Evidence was next given with re- 
spect to George Wolfe, the son. 

Williara^Boyd, a police-officer of the 
Edinburgh, had searched the 
flat (floor) occupied by George 
Wolfe, on the 27th «f October last, 
and found a pocket-book in a chest, 
which was not locked. His wife and 
three officers were with him. That 
shown was the ^ook ; he had made a 
small tear upon it for a mark. George 
y^fe had not been present. 

. Cross-exaipined by Mr Holt — -At 
that time Wolfe Was employed as a 
furrier, with Griev^and 8coy;. Wolfe 
wfts not present. H^.was sept to 
^England about the<6th oV'rfeVEmber. 
^Wi^icss saw him again at Edinburgh, 
in the Cowgate, ^ large. 

Lady Peat (an elderly personage, 
of peculiar *ap^arance) remember- 
ed having Isabella Young in her scr« 
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vice, and had gone from home about 
17th of August, to a considera- 
ble distance. She left very great and 
very valuable property ; she left that 
pocket-book (found in Wolfe’s room) 
in her desk, ip her own room, above 
the kitchen. She was quite sure it 
was the book. 

Cross-examined by Mr IIolt.-Bc- 
fore.Dr Grey, about six months ago, 
she did not swear to the pocket-book, 
because she did not like to incur 
more trouble and expense, having 
lost so much valuable propert}'. She 
did not wish for a prosecution, having 
had so mucli trouble, and believing 
herself unequal ^.o a prosecution. 
The prisoner was discharged; but 
she then knew it as well to be her 
pocket-book as now. There were 
Bank-notes in it, kept for the use of 
the family. She lost about four metre 
pocket-books. 

Kc-examined in chief. — She had 
had frequent occasion to see the 
pocket-book for taking money out of 
it. The reason of her reluctance to 
swear to the pocket-book was, that 
having lost her house containing 
many ancient and valuable things, 
she was unwilling to incur expenses 
and trouble. She had discharged Mr 
Gregson, the solicitor, from 
ing a prosecution. 

Mr Baron Wood. — So the murder 
of a poor servant girl was not woith 
prosecuting ! 

Her Ladyship began a speech in 
reply, which threatened to be very 
long, but his Lordsfiip soon express- 
ed himself satisfied. V 

David Sinclair had been in «iq 
service of Messrs Mounccy and Ri- 
chardson, I'urriejis, in Sunderland. 
George Wo H’o' was in the same um- 
ployr^^-Qif'ivIond ly, the 28th o£ Au-* 
gust, witnes? was at work, butGe. 5 ijr^/-/ 
Wolfe was not t^ierc on that day. 
Between eight ann nine on I’ucsday 
morning when he i-^pje»to work, his 
left rye was black, and hes loft chccL 


scratched* There were three scratch- 
es from his eye to his whiskers. The 
prisoner did not say how he got .the 
black eye and the scratches. 

Crpss-examined by Mr Holt. — It 
was Aot uncommon for workmen to 
be absent on Mondays. Wolfe did 
not come on Tuesday so early as 
usual. lie staid at the work about 
thirteen weeks after. Witness* ne- 
ver saw him have a black eye be- 
fore. He bad given this evidence first 
in November last, when Wolfe was 
taken and discharged, notwithstand- 
ing this evidence. When report 
came of \v"olfc the father havirig been 
taken, apd brought from C’arlisle- 
there was a talk in the factory of th ^ 
black eye apd scratches on Wolfe.the 
son, and witness remembered ir from 
circumstances. 

Mr Nicholas Fairless, a magistrate, 
proved the declaration of George 
Wolfe, and that the'^ook produced 
was the one presented to Woile at 
the time, and he felt strongly im- 
pressed, from Lady Feat’s counte- 
nance, that she knew the Look, al- 
though she ^declined to swear to it? 

Th? examination was put in evi- 
dence. It stated that the pocket- 
book had been his ivife’s father’s, 
and had come to her from. her father 
when he died six' years ago, had 
been in her possession ever since. 

^ The evi(ience now respected James 
Wolfe, the father. 

Lady Peat (again) said, the elder 
Wolfe Itad been her tenant, and 
ceased to be so in hay-time in ISH, 
He paid very badly, and had gone oft* 
without paying, although she had 
declined ^o execute a distress which 
had been got against him, with the 
hope that he could sell to greater ad- 
vantage. He afterwards saia that‘hc 
would be revenged, and that ho was 
not done wfth her yet : he said so 
at five or six dilfereiit times. The 
house he lived in was left daieaged. 

Crors examined bv Mr Holt. — He 
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did not pay all his rent. She did not 
go to a magistrate to swear the peace 
against him, because she did not ^ish 
to aggravate a revengeful man. 

James Shaw, a gardener, at Sun- 
derlan^ worked with James wllfe 
at a quarry, about the latter end of 
18 14*, and renierabured a particu- 
larly windy night ; it was a Fri- 
.. day' night ; a wall had fallen and 
Idlled a man. On that day witness 
and Wolfe .had a ccyiversation, a- 
bout some having so much and 
some so little. Wolfe remarlced 
how much jthat b — ch, Miss Smith, 
had, and' that he would tliiiik no- 
lliing of robbing her house. Wit- 
ness said, it would not be easy done, 
as there were so many houi^'s. Wolfe 
said, K witness knew what was good 
for him^ he would go with them ; he 
knew a back way by which it was 
easy to enter the house. *Hc added, 
that^witness had — d bad heart in 
J)is belly to be in such poverty. On 
the next morning, Wolfe asked wit- 
q(t‘ss, if he had thought upon it, and 
made up •his mind. Wolfe asked 
witness to go to take a view of the 
house bn Sunday, and said he w«uld 
himself go a part of the way, but not 
to ilerringtqp,* for he should be 
known. Witness engaged to go on^ 
Sund^^ in order to view the house. 
Wolfe had said, that Miss Smith had 
distressed him as miJth as she couldj^ 
tfnd said, D — her, Pll be reven- 

ged; no one will be sorry, if .she were 
robbed.” Witness said, it would be 
poor revenge to put his life in danger. 
Wolfe said, if he had other two with 
him, it would be easily done. Wit- 
ness said, she would be sure <o make 
an alarm. He said he would soon 
put a stof)’ to that : if she did, 
woirld think it no sin the killing of 
her. Janies Wolfe, the prisoner at 
• the bar, was the man. * 

Cross-examined by Mr Holt. — 
Wolfe kid been a stranger to witness 


before that. Wolfe made dead surer ^ 
of witness going with him. Fron^, 
June to September 1815, he worked 
at Bridingion-quay in Yorkshire. He 
heard of the reward offered. When 
he saw the bill, stating the murder, 
at a public-house in Easingtou, on 
the 6ih of September, he said to the 
landlord, Harrison, “ D — n it, I 
know who has been at the bottonxof 
this !” He was taken before the 
njagistrate on the charge of being 
himself concerned, and was bound 
over ; he was not committed. 

* Cross-examined by Mr Wilkinson. 
— Wolfe did say he knew a man that 
would join us. • 

Ke-exaniined in chief. — That man, 
Harrison, (pointed out,) was the land- 
lord to whom he made the remark on 
seeing the bill. (Mr Williams re- 
marked that he could not call Har- 
rison, but the prisoner’s counsel 
might call him.) 

Edward Wright took a public- 
house first in the year 18 1(), in Sun- 
derland. He knew George Wolfe 
and Eden by sight : they used to be 
in the habit of frequenting witness’s 
house. Once on a Saturday night 
they were tqgether, but witness did 
not know w4iether they knew one an- 
othe^f ^ 

John Eden, in his defence, said, 
that he had never seen .lames Wolfe 
in his life, till he was prisoner with 
, him. 

James Wolfe said, there was not 
one word of irutli in what iVIiss Smith 
(Lady Peat) told concerning him, 
and^at he had never seen her since 
left the farqi till now. 

George Wolfe s^id he w«i8 inno- 
cent, and knew nothing at all^about 

V WiWiesses were tlmn called lUrE- 

The Rev. Sir lUbcrt Peat said, 
that lOden had bceifcommitted about 
twelve montjis sijjFC, some time af- 
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ler the committBent of James Wolfe. 
.‘He saw Eden before his commitment. 
Eden always declared that he was 
perfectly innocent. 

Thomas Tarn, Sir Robert’s servant, 
was prescntat the searching of Eden’s 
house. Every part was readily shown 
to them, and they found nothing. 

Cross-examined. — It w'as in De- 
cember last. 

Mary Smith trades in glasses, 
&c. She had known Eden for ten 
years : he was a keelman, and liv- 
ed then with his father and mo-^ 
ther : he was now married. About 
six years ago he brought his wife to 
her house in Newcastle to lie in of 
her first child. She rementbered the 
Durham militia marching into New- 
castle on a Saturday, about four years 
ago. It was about the time of tlys 
murder. She saw Eden then, -and 
saw him next day between one and two 
o’clock. He was in liquor then, and 
very drunk. He staid till the Mon- 
day morning. She and her family 
lived with them all the time. If he 
had left Che house she must haveknown 
it. She had been then a widow. 

Cross-examined.— Her mother and 
daughter, and two sogs, lived with 
her. The daughter wall now eigh- 
teen, the eldest son twelve. mo- 
ther was still living. None of them 
were here ; they had not been called 
on. Eden was to have married her 
for her second husband, but it 
not her lo^ 

The jury here fished to have two 
witnesses called respecting Eden’s 
absence from the regiment, anikthey 
were called. , • 

Sergeant- Majfir Simpson said, that 
he recollected «Eden being reported 
ah|[tent on^t.hc morning and evdbii^ 
parafle oft the Sunday, and the sam^- 
on Monday, and did not see l3i<:«:.^;^ll 
Friday, but to the best of his belief 
it was reported \ o him on Wednes- 
day or Thursday'^at’lw was in cus- 


tody. He had ordered non-commis- 
sioned officers to search for him. 

J[phn Richardson, a sergeant in the 
Durham militia, said, that Eden was 
abi^nt from parade on the Sunday 
mq-ning and evening, and tl^e same 
on Monday. He recollected that he , 
found him, he was almost sure ,on 
Tuesday evening, at least on ^Tues- 
day or Wednesday, in a public-house . 
in Newcastle. He was rather trpsy. 
He was taken to the guard-house, and 
was in confinement for two or three 
days. 

The Reverend Dr Gre}[j;^one of the 
acting Magistrates, said, that when 
Gfcorge- Wolfe was brought before 
the Magistrates, in October^ larjt, 
Lady Pea/, was there, and poc- 
ket-books were produced; apl upon 
Lady Peat being asked if she could 
swear to cither of them, she said she 
could not.^ He drew her attention 
to a red and greerii one as rather re- 
markable ; she said she could not 
swear to it, and said one book was 
like another. i 

Cross-examined. — She expressed 
herself dissatisfied with the proceed- 
ing^. 

Dennis Turnbull, a shoemaker in 
Sunderland, was with^ieorge Wolfe 
Jn a public-house on the^Sunday be- 
fore the murder. Wolfe aW John 
Bellwood quarrelled, and Bellwood 
•struck hkn on fhe eye. Witness in- 
terfered for Wolfe, and that made 
him recollect it. George Young was 
there. It was the Life- boat public- 
house. 

Cross-examined by Mr Williams. 
— The reason why he recollected it 
was the Sunday before the murder, 
was only that lie could rpcollect it. 
flhis answer was repeated several 
times. ) It was the right eye, he be- 
lieved, because he thought so, but 
he could not rightly swear. He did ' 
not see the scratches. The eye was 
black on the Sunday night. He 
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Icnew Wolfe from a child. He 
mentioned this first when Wolfe was 
brought from Edidburgh. That %a8 
the first time he thought of recol- 
lecting it. . 

Mr j^olt here remarked upoi| a 
hand-bill, purporting to be a true 
and full account of the murder, and 
representing that the prisoners had 
..voluntarily confessed it. 

'Mv Baron Wood said, that it was 
highly improper to /circulate any 
thing of the kind. 

All the jury declared they knew 
nothing of i;. ^ 

Mr Ihiron Wood recapitulated the 
’ evidence, and made several remarks 
ontthc various parts^ of it- The evi- 
dence* consisted wholly of circum- 
stance^. ^ All must feel the highest 
indignation against the perpetrators 
of the horrid crime committed ; but 
they must not suffer their^feelings to 
carry them to cofiviction without 
/ull proof. If they were satisfied 
without doubt that the prisoners, or 
aiiy of them, were the perpetrators, 
they woulfi find a verdict of guilty. 

The jury retired about half-past 
two o’clock, and did not return* till 
four o’clock. 

Their apprf^aoh excited a visible 
sensation throughout the multi-^ 
tude j> 4 iembled in Court. When 
the foreman pronounced the verdict 
of Guilty upon John lEden^ ihe gene-» 
A1 feeling could no longer be sup- 
pressed. A similar expression was 
repeated when Gudty was announced 
as the verdict on James Wolfe* George 
Wolfe was found Not Guilty* The 
two wretched convicts stood un- 
moved. George Wolfe bowed his 
head, and^\ya8 scarcely able to uitf r, 

. I thank you,” when he heard hinf- 
self ’acquitted. 

• When they were asked successive- 
* 1y what they had to say why sen- 
tence of death should not be pro- 
nounced, 


John Eden said he was innocent,* 
and went into a confused statement^ 
of perjuries against him, and of bis 
having never seen the man in his life. 

James Wolfe said, he was inno- 
cent as when God made him. He 
had been at Cockburn when the 
thing was done. 

Mr Baron Wood pronounced the 
awful sentence of the law. • 


^ Burglary. 

Cork Assizes^ Thursday^ August 19. 

• 

John Crowley, Henry Dennehy, 
John M‘Centhy, Michael Linehan, 
and John Ambrose, were put to the 
b^r, charged with a burglary in the 
house of Mrs Minton. 

Mrs Minton being sworn, depos- 
ed, that she resided at Beechmount.* 
On the night of the 18th of June the 
house was attacked at about eleven 
o'clock. The family were in bed, 
and were alarmed at the noise of 
breaking in the windows. She did 
not see any of the robbers, but after- 
w^ards missecka plated bread-basket, 
two toasteil^, and a bed-chamber 
cancMw^ick and snuffers. 

William Carroll, an informer.— The 
evidence of this and ^he following 
witness developed a scene of confe- 
• detacy and villany, which, we be- 
lieve, has seldom been equalled. He 
knew the prisonei;^, he said, and ac- 
companied them to rob Mrs Min- 
ton's^n June last. It was twelve 
o’iclock when tlipy attacked the house, 
with a sledge hanger whiah they 
took from a smith'sVorge th^night 
b^fcf e, and with which Cawley br^e 
\^e wittdow. Five ofthem rem^ed 
oMwib, among whom wei% Dennehy 
and Linehan, to gjfe the alarm, if 
any one was comiM. After getting 
in through th£ viimdow, they broke 
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.^the parlour door, and then the hatl- 
i^oor, in order, if there was a pursuit, 
to get off. The sentries outside 
whistled, and they went off with the 
property. 

The following is the cross-exami- 
nation of this witness by Mr O’- 
Gorman : — 

If all the robberies you ever com- 
mitted were put together, how many 
would they make ? — I don’t know ; 
1 am not long robbing. 

How long are you robbing ^ — A- 
bout twelve months. 

In that time how many robberies 
have you committed ? — Only live. 

In any of these robberies were you 
ever opposed ? — No. 

If you were, would you not have 
murdered whoever opposed you ? — 

I would 1 ('A thrill of horror run 

ihrongh the audience.) 

Were you tried at tlie last assizes ? 
—I was not ; I was arraigned. 

For what ? — For pig-stealing. 

Did you ever rob the same man a 
second time ? — I did. 

What was his name ? — Condon. 

Did you rob him a third time ? — 

1 did not. 

Did you ever rob yoi^r own daugh- 
ter ? — 1 did not ; I am not old e- 
nough to have a daughter wlT^ ^ouid 
have any thing of her own. 

How many wives have you had ?— 

I was only married twice. 

Are they alive ? — No, they are , 
not. 

What happened^to them ? — They 
died regularly. 

How — regularly ? — One of •them 
had been drowned. , • 

What drownejj;. her? — ’Twas the 
water jlrowne^jiier. 

iTwatsn’t^^you, was it? — Nfl, k- 
wasn^t ; r wasn’t there ; sh» 
into it herself : she was comiilf^at 
of a boat, and (had half a mile of 
fitrand to go ; anlj' that’s the 
was drowned. • * 


Which of your wives was that? — 
Slic was the one I wasn’t married to. 

\V^liat happened to your other wife? 
— She died in her bed.. 

Where were you then ? — I wasn’t 
wiCi her. 

Did you ever rob Mr Timothy 
Lane ? — No. 

Did you ever fire at him ? — No : 
but 1 seized a man who did, who was 
hired by another man to fire at lum. 

What happened to tha*; man ? — He 
was hanged. 

Did you inform against him ? — 1 
did. ^ 

Did you ever rob your orothcr ? — 
N«, I duln’t. 

Did you ever commit a robbery 
near Youghal ? — No. , 

Were you ever in the arn iy ? — 1 
was. 

In what regiment ? — I was in the 
24tlj, and m the North Cork, and 
the Kerry militiar; 

pid you desert ?~No, I was dis- 
charged at the peace, after coming 
from France. 

How did you Jive there? — On 
whatever was going. 

Did you pay for it ':' — Sometimes 
I used, and sometimes 1 used not. 

Were the articles»charged in -this 
robbery found in your po<ssession ? — 
They were in my lodgings. ’ 

Timotliy Murphy, the smith from 
cwboni tilt sledgb hammer was taken, 
was called merely to prove that fact ; 
he could not tell by whom. 

Philip Torpy. — This was another 
of the gang, and though not present 
at the robbery in question, was in- 
ferior to none of his associates in 
villany.'* He was coming from Ban- 
dop with Dennchy and apother man 
n*ot present, and inquired from a wo- 
man whom they met with on the rbad, 
who lived at Mrs Minton’s, whether 
she was a widow, had any sons, and 
any money ; and having obtained the 
necessary information, came ..o Cork, 
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and communicated it to the rest of 
. the gang, who agreed, when they got 
arms; to go and rob the house. # 

Cross-examined by Mr O’Gor- 
man.— How many robberies have you 
been gujlty ofin your life ? — A gij 3 at 
many. 

WIicH did you commence robber ? 
— assizes. 

• • You were then tried, wern’t you? 
wan’t. 

l]ut you \>*ere in gad ? — I was ; but 
1 was discharged. ^ 

How long after you were dischar- 
geddid you commit thefirst i;obbcry ? 

■ — About a w'eck. 

'Wliom did you rob first? — Calla- 
gkan^M‘Carty. , 

Dkl you get any money •from him ? 

WJiom did you rob next ? — One 
I Joyd, a farmer at Carrigtwohil. 

I suppose', if you w'cre opposed on 
eitlwr of these occ?isions, you would 
•have committed murder ? — To be 
mre I XKould / 

• Where did you rob the third time ? 
At a farmer^s at Dunmanway. 

Did^you get any money there ? — 
Sixty guineas in gold. • 

What did you do wdih them ? — 
Wifspcnt tlicJii? 

But You*re quite sure if any bodj 
oppo«^ you, you would have mur- 
dered them ? — To he sure xve XDOuld! 

The Chief Baron Aid ih^jury, that 
the five prisoners \verc capitally in- 
dicted for burglary and robbery. No 
doubt the burglary and robbery-were 
proved to have been committed; but 
there were no witnesses for the Crown 
of unimpeachable character, and 
there was no instance of afi execu- 
tion havipg taken place in this coun- 
try iipoq such evidence. The wit- 
nesses were in that situation, cover- 
v'd with crime, and, acco^dinglo th^r 
own confession, ready to commit 
murder, that they ought to be re- 
garded* with caution and doubt. 


Somebody should be produced 
show, cither that the prisoners weror • 
near when the robbery was commit* 
ted, or that the articles were found 
in their possession, or some circum- 
stance should be adduced to connect 
them with the transaction. The two 
witnesses who were examined just so 
far corroborated each other as one 
desperate character would another; 
but here the evidence closed : and 
though it was his duty to tell the jury 
that this was legal evidence, it was 
,also his duty to tell them they should 
be slow and unwilling to believe it* 
The jury without hesitation found 
verdict of JVo# GuiHtj, 


Chauce of Muiider, 

• Lancaster Assizes, Friday, 
September 10. 

Thomas Corrigan, aged 27, was 
tried for the murder of James Holt 
at Rochdale. (In the case of the 
person here arraigned, there was this 
pcculiarit}^ that the Grand Jury had 
thrown out the bill against the pri- 
soner, who \\as tried on the Coroner^s 
inquest for'^iurdcr.) 

M. Ooltman detailed the circum- 
stances to be proved in evidence. 

Betty Holt, widow V)f James Holt, 
lived in Yorkshire- street, Rochdale : 
r h^r husband wentout a little past ele- 
ven o’clock, for the purpgse of drink- 
ing some beer at ijie Crown Inn on the 
0th of August. He came home a little 
befofc two, threw himself on his bed, 
ivnd bemonnej himself very much, 
saying he had bc|m stabbod. She 
found two wounds^n his hc^d, and 
(| diree-cornercd wodad, as a 
Nl^ayoaet, on the right side (ft his 
He said he was twilled ; and 
he was told by the doctor on the 12th 
that he could nof get better. On 
Friday the l^ih,^1ne day of his death, < 
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he told her that he had met a soldier As they were going up Black- 
.vwho struck him with his naked bayo- water>strcet, a number of people 
net, without saying any thing to him. were going before them. One 
Mr Abraham Wood, surgeon at of them turned back and cried, 
Rochdale, attended the deceased, “ ^Hurra, Pat, how does the bull 
and examined his body : a bayonet g<i|? Did you come from Scot- 
wound in his belly had occasioned land to kill us (They had 
his death. come from Scotland on their last 

James Brien, private in the 88th, route.) Upon that, five or six of 
6&id the prisoner at the bar and Phil- them turned back, and began to kick 
bin were privates in the same regi- witness and his party. Witness Went 
ment, and in the same quarters. §6 off, and did not know how he lost 
saw them together a few minutes be- Corrigan. He met a man of the 
fore nine in Yorkshire-strect. They name of Leach at the church, 
had no side arms. He left them in They had no side-arms, J?y which he 
the Hare and Hounds, returned meant bayonet, scabbard, and belt, 
home, and went to bed Philbin Tney had no arms at the Three 
came afterwards to his door about Tuns. Witness vent home after they 
twelve, and was let in by witness, had been beaten, and found ^orri- 
Philbin got his bayonet, and went gan had not then got home, -'ietook 
out again. In about fifteen minutes his bayonet, and went out again, 
Corrigan came in, and got his bayo- when he inet Leach. Corrigan came 
net. Very near an hour afterwards up soon afterwards, and struck Leach 
witness heard a rap at the door ; he a blow over the eye with his bayo- 
got up and let the prisoner in. As net. Two or three then came up tr 
boon as he had let him in, a stone witness, and asked his bayonet, 
was struck at the door. Corrigan Witness soon saw a man in his sh.'rt 
threw himself on the broad of his running after Corrigan, with a stick 
back in the bed, and said in all he in his hand. Corrigan was run- 
went through, he never was so near nin'g off. He had run off as soon as 
being killed as that night; he said he had struck Leach, Witness saw 
his legs were all cut with kicking, no more of Corrigafi rill he saw' him 
A great deal of men thenVw.ae a- ,in his lodgings. He was knocked 
bout the house, and were insisting down, and his bayonet taxjn from 
on having the door opened. Wit- him. Upon going home, he found 
ness asked what they wanted. They « about twenty*' men at the door: 
said they wanted the soldiers. They, they were saying, Here is where 
threatened to break open the door, the murderer went in, and weril not 
A few minutes af/er they had gone, leave till we have him out.” The 
Philbin came in. watch and guard came up, and 

Prisoner. — I have no question to took up one of the men. Witness 
ask but what he has ^aid. • was then let into his lodgings. He 

Patrick Philjdn was going with found 'Corrigan there, who asked 
the prisoner to eir lodgings from the him where his bayonet wps, and add- 
Three Tunt., about half-past ei8ve|j^ do, << D — n it, what made you give 
They met Cornelius Corrigan^ a sof up your bayonet ? Why dfd yoii not 
dier, andwone Waugh, who»i::A.ed |tick thenj as fast as they came a- 
^l^em to go into a public-house to cross you; for I have put four inches 
some beer. They went to the of my bayonet into one of them.*' 
• Crown, and got s. me* pints of beer. Next morning Corrigan took his 
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bayonet out of the scabbard, and was did not know if it was the same sol-l 
, about ten minutes cleaning and wip- dier ; he ovectookthe man and struck/ 
ing it> him. The man fell to the ground. 

Prisoner. — I have nothing to ask She did not see any weapon, but by 
him but what he has said. ^ the sound of the blow she thought 
Ednymd Leach was struck {ver he had a weapon. The man offered 
tlie head with a bayonet by another to get up, and the soldier struck him 
soldier^ while he stdod by Philbin. again, she believed, two or three 
He lyid said nothing to the soldier times. She saw the man get on his 
before : when struck, he asked why feet and go away. Another solciHer 
fie had done that. The soldier said, came to the soldier that had struck, 

“ By the Imly Jesus iPll seize your apd that took her attention from the 
heart with it.’^ Witness went to the man. They stopt a little and talked, 
Jieavcr, where tlie soldier was. and then came back both together 
Hanson sai/1 to witness that^ the sol- towards Toad Jane. Soon after, she 
diers deserved a beating. Witness heard a cry of “ Stop thief.” It 
afterwards pointed out the solctier might be hve minutes afterwards, 
who had struck lijm to his father. At the sismc time, she saw a soldier 
H is/atlier seized him by .the collar, running, and two men and a woman 
The i>’*ldier, who was the prisoner, after him. 

got loose and ran off. Witness’s ^ John Holt saw the prisoner next 
brother called out, “ Stop thief.” A day opposite the Reed Inn meet an- 
number of tliera pursued the prisoner other soldier. The other soldier 
with that cry to his lodgings. He asked how he was. The prisoner 
• got in, but they could not get in. said, I am in trouble for sticking a 
Prisoner. — I have no questions to man last night ; but if I had to doit 
Ask. I don't know him. again, 1 would do it. D — n and seize 

Uoberf Stott saw a soldier running the man that would not. Last night, 
through Blackwater-street, at half- 1 was surrounded with half a score 
past twelve, and a number aftef him of young men. They shoved me, 
calling “ Stop thief.” He made a and called ipe an Irish b — , and I was 
cli^k at him, that fell, and the soldier determineu that some one among 
fell ovev him. The soldier got up, the*^x4iiould feel the contents of my 
and w6nt off. He drew his bayonet, bayonet. If any man in Rochdale 
and swore if any man went near him, gives me the least oflbnce, I’ll stick 
he would run him ihtough.* He thev him to the heart, and ■■ to 

*got into his quarters. the man that is stuck.” 

Prisoner. — I ask him no questions. By the Court. — He wjs examined 

I don’t know him. • before the Gran^ Jury. 

Elizabeth Hoyle, wife of John Mr Baron Wood. — It is very odd. 

Hoyle, saw a soldier going along Prisoner.— 1 never said a word of 

Cheetharn-street, between twelve what he has sjyorn to. 
and one. She saw him meet a man, Examination the Court resu- 
who said.m reply to somethjng, med.— He was not."*xaniined^before 
“ The qext street is Toad-lane, afliV 4h«f Coroner. He fifcvitioned .J;his 
the next is Blackwater-street.” The \hat T^ery day to several — to J'ames 
•soldier went forward, j^d the man ford and to John Sell iff. Some 
came on and passed witness. When one mentioned it ' to Wrigby, the 
he had got twenty yards past her, constable, who fijched him to give 
the soWier came running back ; she evidence. \v;ii about a yard from « 
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I \hc prisoner. About half a dozen 
r Vamc up to witness at that time. 

The prisoner, in his defence, said, 
that as he was going home he met 
nine or ten men, who said, ** You 
Irish rascal, do you come here from 
Scotland to keep us down One 
of them spoke up, Go the rig 
another of them knocked liim down, 
kieked him, and trampled upon him. 
He called out “ Mercy !” One came 
up and said, ** Don’t kill the soldier/’ 
He got off, but they got liold of him, 
and treated him in tlie same wa}\ 
They followed him to his quarters, 
and tlircatcned never to leave the 


Upon the evidence, the Grand Jury 
might have at least put the question 
in Qourse of trial. ' This w'as all ho 
meant to say upon that point. The 
case was attended with much difficul- 
ty, j If they were satisfied as^ to the 
identity, the next question was, whe- 
iher it had been murder or man- 
slaughter. The prisoner hat^ beep, 
exceedingly ill used ; and if he Van 
for his bayonet and killed the rliari, 
supposing hini. to have *becn one ol 
those who used him ill, in the heat 
of*passion, and without time to cool 
or reflect, he was gui^^ty of inan- 
sianghter. [f he had time to reflect 


house till tlicy Iwcl his life. TJiere anti cool, and if he deliberately kiJl- 
was not a word of truth in w’hat td tlie decea 
that man said. He had been a long murder . — itu 
time in the army, and had been in 


of Manslaitg^hk^r* 


six engagements, and could never d/) 
the like. — (After a long pausef) I 


am quite innocent, my Lord, of this 
business laid to rny charge. 

Bricn recalled, said the prisoner iNrLicTist; wounds with intent 
came in the second lime about jomurdek. 


one oVJock, and never was out after 


that. 


The Court called Cornelius Grog- 
gen, w'hohad been snbpmnaed for the 
prisoner. He merely ^ave an ac- 
count of tlic affray in w hTbh Corrigan 
was unarmed. 

Groggen, in cross-examination, 
said, that Cefirigan had asked of a 
friend, who had seen the bayonet, if 
there w^as any blood upon it. Tliis 
was when Corrigan was apprehend- 
ed, and his bayonet ordered to be 
brought. 

Edward Waugh gave a similar ac- 
count of the affray in Avhich Corrigan 
had no*bayanet. 

• Mr, Baron W-^od, in course of his 
.suqj^ning ujf,""' remarked that it*wq^ 
very extraordinary that tlie^ranf 
Jury had thrown out the bill. 
were not to conar der this as conclu- 
sive proof in favcLr of the prisoner. 


0/d Bailci/f Saturday, Scpicni/jcr*lH. 

Henry Stent the prisoner wa» put 
/o the bar. A London Jiirv having 
been called, this unhappy tkap was 
arraigned upon an indictment, charg- 
ing him im the ulual form with having 
inflicted diverse wounds upon thl* 
person of his wife, Maria Stent, 
on tlie 5th of August last, with in- 
tent to kill and murder her, or to 
do her some grievous bodily Harm. 
He pleaded not guilty. The 
Jury was then sworn, 'fhcre was 
no^ counsel for the prosecution, and 
Mr Justice Best calidd Maria 
Stent, the wife of the ^prisoner, 
who stood up in the witness-box, 
and was sworn. She seemed to be 
greatly agitated. 
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Mr Alley, one of the counsel for 
the prisoner, instantly rose and ad- 
dressed the Court. He said he^was 
not aware that this witness would 
have b'jcn called so early in the pro- 
ceedings; but being in the box,|bc- 
fore slfti was examined he felt it his 
duty to submit, that, as against her 
.liflsbaml her evidence was not ad- 
iiiissiblc. He had searched the books 
with great diligence for cases in 
which wive^ had been admitted as 
witnesses against thefr husbands; but 
found none except that of Lord Aftd- 
ley, the circumstances of whicli were ' 
very peculiar, and even thc*authori- 
ty of that case he had heard ques- 
tibneil. He recollected one case in 
which the (|ucstioh would have a- 
riserX but the bill was ignored. Ne- 
vertheivus, the opinion of Justice 
Huller was, on that occasion, against 
the propriety of the testimony of the 
wife being receive^. He knew of 
no mstance, except in the case of a 
*rape, where the testimony of the 
wife was received against her hus- 
l7and. • 

Mr Baron Graham said, that there 
were many cases in which the Avife 
w as considered a fit witness against 
lu r ^ husband^ jiarticularly in one 
where she \vas in a state of danger 
from in;.1fry which she had received* 
from nim. In such a case, where the 
vi'ile li.ul died, her •deposition w as 
^lMb^.equently received against her 
iiusliaiul as evidence^f the fact. 

Mr Alley saiil, that the principle 
ni)on wliieli the ovidiuice of a wife 
agaiiTSt her husband was rejected, 
wuis, that if it w'erc admissible, it 
would tend to excite disagr<iements 
in llic marriage ."tatc. Where a wo- 
man spok^ i}{ penetdo mortis*^ tRii ^ 
principle^iid not a|'ply? and there- 
fore the evidence might be received ; 
.but this was not the casein ilic pre- 
sent instance. 

Mr A^Jolphus addrcssc’d the Court 

VOK. Xn. i’ART IK 


in support of Mr Alleyns objection, i 

Mr Justice Best said, that he haci!. 
not the least doubt as to the admis- 
sibility of the wife’s evidence in this 
case, or in any other case of the same 
description ; and this opinion was 
founded upon the principle, that a 
married woman, like every other sub- 
ject of the realm, was entitled to the 
protection of the laws, which would 
not be the case if the objections now 
taken Avere well founded. There 
were many descriptions of personal 
injury to which a wife was subject^ 
‘independent of that to which allu- 
sion had been made, which her evi- 
dence could alone, support ; and if 
her testiipony were as a matter of 
course to be rejected, she would be 
altogether without the pale of the 
law. 'fhe decision in Lord Audlcy^s 
c*asp was perfectly analogous to the 
present ; and the principle upon 
which the evidence of Lady Aud- 
Jey was received was precisely the 
principle upon which he should ad- 
mit tlie evidence of Mrs Stent. 
Whatever might be the opinion of 
individual judges on this question, 
the opinion of the House of Lords, 
assisted by the Twelve Judges of the 
land, was c/ too solemn a nature to 
be disturbed. 

Mr Baron Graham was entirely of 
the same opinion ; and his judgment 
Avas founded not alone upon the case 
of»Lord Audley itself, but upon a 
long experience, in which he had re- 
peatedly seen the yrinciple laid down 
by bis learned brother acted upon. 
The decisions in those cases might 
not be Ibiind in the books, from the 
universal acquiescence whiiji they 

had received. ^ 

Justice Richaid‘:.on agreed 
^'yith tl^e other judge*, that the evi- 
tkvee of Mrs Steut ough4 to be re- 
ceived. It was a gt|neral rule, with 
very few exception;^, that a wife was 
an admissible- wi^Viess ngaiiiat her 
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usbaud in cases of personal vio- 

nce. 

Mrs Stent was now addressed by 
Mr Justice Best, when she entreat- 
ed that she might not be called on 
to give evidence against the best of 
husbands. 

Mr Justice Best. — I am extreme- 
ly sorry to give you pain ; but it is 
mj^duty to ask you some questions, 
which it will be your duty to answer. 

Is your name Maria Stent ? — Yes. 

Is the prisoner your husband^ 
Look at him. (Here the witness 
turned towards the prisoner with a ^ 
look of great anguish.) — Yes. 

I believe you separated from him 
for some time ? — Yes. ^ 

When did you leave him ? — On 
the 29th of August 1818. 

Where did you go to ?— To France. 

When did you return to England? 
— I returned to London in August 
h8l9. 

Where did you come from when 
you came to London ? — From Liver- 
pool. 

To what inn did you go To the 
Saracen’s Head. 

Do you recollect the day you re- 
turned ? — On the 5th of August. 

Where did the prisoncVlive at that 
time ? — At Pimlico. 

Did you send any letter or mes- 
sage to him sent a letter. 

On what day? — On the 5th of 
August. • 

In the course of that day did you 
see your husband ? — Yes. 

Where ? — At the Saracen’s Head. 


What was the matter .with you ? 

I was wounded. 

V^here were you wounded ? 7 —Ia 
the neck. 

Any where else? — Yes, there were 
othir wounds. 

How long were you confinM in St 
Bartholomew’s, Hospital ? — A fort- 
night. ‘ • 

Have you any recollection df tlfq 
prisoner’s coming into the room- to 
you at the Saracen’s Hc;gd ? — Yes. 

Who came irTwith him ? — I do not 
recollect. 

Were you alone in the room ? — 
Yes. • 

Before you went into the room, 
had you any wound ? — No. 

Afterwards thdfirst thing yem ifk~ 
collected was being in bed in Sl^ar- 
tholomcw’s Flospitul ? — Yes^ 

Cross-examined by Mr Alley. — 
Your feelings overpowered you when 
you saw your husj^and, and you have 
not the least recollection of ^at 
happened afterwards ? — Yes. 

You said you did not wish to give 
evidence against the prisoner, be- 
cause he was one of the best of hus- 
bands ? — Yes. • 

How long were you away from 
him ? — About twelv^ months. , 

George King, a waiier^at the Sa- 
facen’s head, Snow hill, lH^fcied at 
the last witness : he rccollectefl her 
coming teethe Seracen’s Head on the 
Sth of August, and writing a Jetter^ 
which was serX^by a porter to the 
twopenny post-office ; the woman 
afterwards remained in the house. 


He came to you ? — Yes. The prisoner came to the Saracen’s 

At what time of the day ? — Be- Head in the evening, and inquired 
tween s£ven and tight. for a yoking woman who had arrived 

As YOU rccolU^t, state what pass- by the Liverpool coach, and he was 
ed. — ihave li^re collection of what, ittfoduced to the last wirti%ss. She 
pas^M. # up meet him, and witfiess shut 

Did any Jihing happen ? — the door. In ten minutes witness 
What did you first recollect? — Be- heard the shriek of a woman, and im- 
ing in bed in St Bartholomew’s hos- mediately went to the room in which 
pital. X • , I'ud left the prisoner and^thc wo- 
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man. On arriving, be found his two evidence. Witness went into the room,,'' 

. fellow servants in the room. The wo- on bewaring the shrieks of a female. He * 
man* was on her back ; the prisener saw Mrs Stent lying on her back; the 
was standing close by her ; a knife prisoner was kneeling on her. Wit- 
w'as lying on the floor ; it was bloody, ness observed the prisoner stab her 
Witney discovered that the wohan in the front of the neck. He said, 
was wounded, and went for an officer. J ^ve accomplished my purpose.” 
Tbe woman said shc*hoped no harm Witness desired Pithouse not to let 
would happen to the prisoner for the prisoner escape, while he w'cnt 
.. what he had done, for she had been for a surgeon. Prisoner said, I 
a base wife, and he was one of the don’t wish to escape.” An officer 
best of husbands. • ms immediately sent for. Before 

Thomas Pithouse, also a waitei;at his arrival, witness said to prisoner, 
the Saracen’s Head, reincmbcrcd You’re a rash man, you’ve accom- 
the arrival of Mrs Stent. Sjjie con- plished your death warrant.” Pri- 
tinued in the house till the evening, soner observed, “ I have had suffi- 
About half past six he heard a shriek cient cause, she hafi behaved basely 
fr<yn the parlour. , He entered the to me.” ‘Mrs Stent said, Indeed 
parlc^ir with Turner, the (mrtcr, and 1 have been a base woman to the 
perceived the woman on her back, best of husbands.” She then re- 
and the {Prisoner with his knees ap- quested to be raised up, and witness 
parently upon her. Turner said, lift^ her between his knees. She 
Thomas, the man has got a knife.” requested him (her husband) to take 
Witaess looked, aifd saw the knife, her hand and kiss her, which he did, 
i^The knife was here produced.) That twice or thrice. She said, she freely 
was the knife. Witness saw the pri- forgave him, and hoped her fate 
saner stab the woman in the neck, would be a warning to all bad wives. 

^ He attempted to take the knife, and John Hodson proved that he took 
the prisoner dropped it on the floor, the prisoner into custody, andsearch- 
After fie had struck the blow, *the ed him ; he found a letter in his pos- 
prisoner said, 1 have accomplish- session. The letter was produced, 
cd nry purposes;*! wish for nothing It proved to^e the same which had 
more ; i.^l|iill suffer for it, I know 1 « been uirected to him by his wife, 
shall.’* " The woman directly ex- Witness asked the prisoner how he 
claimed, “ You have 1 you have, could commit so rash*an act. He 
Henry ! but 1 freely iSrgive you, and • answered that he had done it, and he 
l^iopc the law will take no hold of 4ne*w he should suffer for it. 
you, and that no harrtfVill come to Mr Henry Benwell, house surgeon 

you. I freely forgive you.” She of St Bartholomew's Hospital, recol- 
ihen asked him to kiss her. He lected Mrs Stent being brought to 
kneeled down and kissed her twice, the hospital on the evening of the 5tli 
which she returned. She said he of August. She^iad several wounds : 
was the best of husbandft«^Tid she one, on the lower p.J^t of the^ncck, 
was the worjst of wives : she 'Highly had penetrated the wir.'lpipe ; it was 
.deserved ^1 she had got. The wo-^'^^laiigerous wound, and might h^-vc 
man%Was taken to the hospital. When occasioned her deatiT. But it was 
witness ''first entered the fooni, the possible she might have Recovered 
Voman exclaimed, “ Take him away ; without a surgeon. She had another 
he’ll murder me.” wound on her^ chest, a superficial 

Thomift Turner, another waiter, cut; a third tin the right breast, a 
'•nrioboratciTthe preceding witness’^ stab r a fourth in her right side, 
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Nr considerable depth, wliich had 
v^ounded the right lung ; this was 
likewise a dangerous w'ound. There 
was a fifth wound on the right arm. 
The wound in the lungs might have 
occasioned her death. The knife 
produced was such an instrument as 
would inflict these wounds. 

This was the whole of the case for 
the prosecution. 

Mr .lustice Best now addressed 
the prisoner, and intimated that if iits 
had any thing to say in his defence, 
(he period had now arrived for so* 
doing. 

The prisoner said he would leave 
his case entirely ui the hands of his 
counsel. • 

A vast number of witnesses were 
then called on behalf of the prisoner, 
all of whom appeared to be persoRs 
of great respectability. They Sta- 
ted, that they had known him for 
many years, and had always believed 
him to be as kind-hearted, humane, 
good-natured man as any in exis- 
tence, and a particularly affectionate 
and indulgent husband. It was im- 
possible, in fact, to imagine testi- 
mony more favourable than was gi- 
ven by these persons, >^^ho all seem- 
ed actuated by the strongest sym- 
pathy towards the prisoner. 

Mr Justice Best proceeded to sum 
up the evidence. He deeply re- 
gretted the important and painful 
duty wliich, in the present case, dc-* 
volvcd upon himself as well as upon 
the jury. Painful*, however, as that 
duty was, he felt no doubt that they 
would discharge it in a proper man- 
ner. The Leaiaied*Judge then ex- 
phiim*il the la^' upon the subject. 
FrortI the /'ridcnce detailed,^ and 
wkicli he slioi^ld again read over^ 
them, no doubt could r^maift on tlie 
mind of any unprejudiced person that 
tlie crime' charged upon the prisoner 
came within the pro visjons of that most 
excellent act of Pailijfment introdu- 


ced by the late lamented Chief- Jus 
ticeofthc King’s Bynch, for the pro- 
tection of the subject’s life. Though 
itdid not appear in evidence upon the 
present occasion, the fact, however, 
mig^it fairly be assumed, tiiat Mrs 
Stent, the unhappy woman who ap- 
peared before them on that day, had 
forsaken her husband, and by paoving' 
unfaithful to his bed, had inflicted 
upon him the most poignant anguish, 
the most acutc«su(icring* that a man 
demoted to a wife could possibly en- 
dure. This, however, could by no 
means admitted as a justification 
of his crime. The law of tlie land 
upon this subject proceeded upon 
the same principk's as the rcligion«of 
tlie coLinti^, which was Christijpnity. 
If a Imsbaiul detected his x^ein the 
very fact, in Jlagranti dcIicto^ as it 
were, and^that at the moment he 
plunged some deadly weapon in 
her bosom so to occasion dtath, 
it would not be considered murder. 
The law, like the religion of the 
country, making fair allowance f.-:r 
the frailties of human nature, consi- 
dered the husband, with sucl^ provo- 
cation immediately before his cyes^ 
as no longer under the guidance of 
reason, and of courtc- not accounta- 

• ble for his acts. Here, ver, the 
circumstances were quite difbrent. 
A considcrabjc time Inul elapsed 

* since lh6 elopement of the first wit- 
ness, and on her return she manifest- 
ed those sympiums of repentance — 
that appearance of returning affec- 
tion, which might well be supposed 
to disarm vengeance, and prevent 
that ferocious purpose which the 
prison6/j^^pearcd to have delibcrate- 
Jyi-(Kyntemplated. Eveiiji^wliile her 
blood was flowing from tge wounds, 
inflicted, she still entreated him to 
kiss her ; ^md in that kiss convey ell a 
pardon to her assailant. Under cir- 
cumstances such as these, the law 
did not admit of the same ixeuse as 



CRIMINAL TRIALS. 


101 


when a husband detected his wife in 
the very fact . Sufficient time having 
beeq given for cdul reflection on one 
side, and for repentance on the o- 
ther, the law, proceeding on the 
same principle as the benign reli|rion 
which It imitated, did not allow ven- 
geance. to be inflicted with impunity. 

■ AYter some further observations, 
jvhicfi the J!^earned Judge delivered 
with great talent and feeling, he sum- 
med up thu evidence at length. 

'^riie jury then retired, and after 
consulting for about half an hdur, 
returned with avcrdictof GuiltHyhxit 
recommended the prisoner ^strongly 
to mercy, on account of his good 
character. 

Justice Best. — The rccom- 
mcnaation shall certainly be forward- 
ed. 

Conviction or John Holmesby 
rcTn THE MurdeIi or iiis Wife, 

Old Bailey^ Friday ^ October 29. 

* John Uolmcsby was indicted for 
tha wilful murder of Ann flolmesby, 
his wife, on the 28 tli of September, 
in the parish of St Jolni, Hackney, 
by striking her jwith an axe upon the 
bead, of ^vjiicli wound she died. The 
irisone.^Vas a mild-looking decent- 
y dressed young man, and behaved 
himself at the bar •vith g^'cat com- 
fposure. He shook hands with some , 
friends whom he rj^r^ognised in front 
of the dock. ^ 

Mr WSiford opened the pleadings. 
Mt Alley stated the case for the 
prosecution, and detailed the nature 
of the evidence he had to adduce a- 
gainst the unfortunate pTf&CH^ jgf, c x- 
actly as 16 Was given in the fmnl^i!^ 
eviden^^. 

first witness was Esther Sur- 
rey, who gave her evidence as fol- 
lows : — 1 am a single woman, now 
residing at the workJiouse at llo- 


xnerton. In September lust 1 lodged 
in the same house with the prisoner ; 
it was his wife*s father’s house. In 
the latter end of that month, 1 believe 
the 28 tli, on Tuesday, the prisoner 
and his wife w'cnt out together about 
three o’clock in the day. (The pri- 
soner here exclaimed, ‘‘ Please you, 
my Lord, that’s false.”) I did not 
see them again until they returned 
about half past six o’clock in the 
evening ; but 1 do not know whether 
tiiey came in both together or not. 
I first saw them at the stile talking 
before the door with another man, 
where they staid about a quarter 
of an hour before* they entered the 
house; Ivit the man did not come in. 
His name was John Lawrence, and 
the pri>oncr was very jealous of him, 
for he afterwards said he hud caught 
Tiim that evening with his wife ; he 
said this when he came within doors, 
and when he had some words with Uic 

deceased, whom he called a w , 

and charged with being with this 
man. She replied he was a liar. He 
then asked her to go to bed, she said, 
“ Yes.!’ They both then went into 
the bed-room together, as 1 thought, 
to go to rest. They then both un- 
dressed an^ went to bed. At this 
time the deceased’s little brother 
and sister were in the house in bed; 
their father, who wars a watchman, 
was out. I was in the act of going 
ta bed with the children, who slept 
in the adjoining room, l^risoner soon 
after came out frq/nhis wife’s room in- 
to ours, and sat himself down on the 
bed where the children were. He 
said to me, “ Are you going to bed ?” 
My reply was, “ ! believe I shall.” 
He then went back *0 his wife’| room , 
.^nd^in a minute or two returned, 
sat again upon oui^bed undressed, 
when 1 asked him whetl^r he wish- 
ed to sleep with the children. His 
wife, who was in the next room, and 
who could pverhear him, then said, 
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r* I’ll get up.’* lie went back a se* 
•coud time to his wife’s room, and 
then 1 heard a blow, as I thought 
ironi the sound, as if from his fist. I 
immediately got up and went to the 
door, and the little boy in the bed I 
had just quitted roared out Mur- 
der !” When I got to the door the 
prisoner came out from his wife’s 
rot/m, bearing an axe in his hand, 
and said, if the boy roared out mur- 
der again he w-ould murder him. He 
then returned into his bed-room, still 
carrying the axe. While he was there 
at that time 1 heard the deceased 
cry out very faintly, ** Lord have 
mercy upon me !” 1 think she said 

this about three times. The prisoner 
then came out into the room, and 
sakl he had done for her, and should 
be hanged. He then asked the little 
boy (the deceased’s brother) forbids 
father’s money, and the boy said he 
did not know where it was. The pri- 
soner then took a chisel, opened the 
father’s box, and took away the mo- 
ney ; after that, he asked me for 
pen and ink, with which he wrote 
two notes, the paper of which he tore 
out of the baker’s book. When he 
did this, he brought the axe, and 
held it up to me, and said, that if 
ever spoke a word we should be dead, 
lie then said he must go away, and 
that he would go by the back door 
and listen, adding, if he heard us 
speak a word, he w'ould come btlck i 
and do for» us. 1 gave an alarm as 
soon as 1 could at Mr Coltson’s, over 
the way, at the Crooked Billet. It 
was a moon-shining night. 

Cross-examined by Mr Curwood. 
—I am no relation to the deceased, 
but was a mere lodger in the house. 
TI\ey went out together on the'28l^^ ^ 
of September i whether thc^ con- 
tinued together or not I don’t know, 
but the first I saw of them after was 
in the evening, when 1 saw them 
t.'i|]cjng with another rrta;.!, near a spot 


where there was a cow-house. 1 did 
judge from the tone that an angry 
conversation was passing between 
them, and I overheard prisoner tax- 
ing his wife with having caught her 
in aicertain situation with the man 
(Lawrence) in that cow-house. His 
words were, “ i have caught, you in 
the fact.” This was outside tRc ' 
door, and the conversation was con? 
tinued angrily after they entered thd 
house, into whjyh he shoved her in 
an angry manner. After she had 
gone into the room, he came out of 
it two or three times, and he seem- 
ed to be very uneasy. I overheard 
hef say to the prisoner that she wiis 
carried into the cow-house by Law- 
rence ; thg prisoner replied, she 
would swear a rape against the man 
he would take him up to Worship- 
street ; she replied she w’ould not do 
it. I did jwl hear her say she loved 
his little finger better than her hus- 
band’s whole body, nor that she^ 
would get up and go to Lawrence. 

Kc-exainined. — The woman d^l 
say when he accused her 6f being a 

w , that he was a liar, • 

Tiiomas Soles, a boy aboutVwelvc 
years of age, the brother of the de- 
ceased, corroborat(4i^ the last%wit- 
^ess’s testimony respectii^his being 
in his own bed-room on trie eigening 
in question. He went to bed a- 
,.bout a (parter of an hour after the 
deceased (his sister] and the prisoif- 
er came honlt.* ,^The boy described 
the amicable manner in Hrjifch they 
went out that morning, ana then re- 
verted to their jarring at nigfft, by 
which he was awoke. He first re 
collected (JLic prisoner’s saying to the 
after he (witnep) awoke, 
JJon’t you go out to ’mlake away 
with yourself;” on whichi^vthe^last 
witness said, “ No, she won’t.” \He 
then asked her to go to bed in the* 
.same manner as was stated by the 
first witness. They then u^diesscd, 
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atid as tvitncss supposed, went to 
. bed ; but the p^risoner soon came 
out of his rpom into witness's, «ind 
went as if searching round the room, 
looking into every place, as witness 
though; for the axe, which hJ at 
*l^hgth found in the cupboard under 
thi? stairs, where hi^ father Imd put 
it after cutting some wood the same 
•• night. The deceased at this time 
called out, and asked him if he was 
not coming* to bed ;Jic replied no, 
for he was going to sleep with jhe 
children. She then said she would 
get up ; he called out, no, 

don’t get up; IMl come to bod to 
you.” He then went into and but 
frgin his wife’s ropm two or three 
timec. Witness soon •afterwards 
overheard something, as if prisoner 
had hit tfie deceased very hard twice. 
Witness then got up, aijd hallooed 
out “ Murder I” He ran to the door, 
and* saw the prisoner with tlic axe 
•lifted oyer his own shoulder, as if he 
was going to hit her again, but he 
tiien came over to witness, and said, 
^ You d~d young rascal, if you call 
ouf murder again I’ll serve you the 
same.” He then came into' the 
room where witness slept, and said, 
I- have do%e»for her;” adding to 
Mrs Surjpy and witness, that if 111031 
olFerfid to stir or move heM serve 
them the same. Prisoner then re- 
turned into his wife^s roonll, and pu> 
bn his stockings, breeches, and waist- 
coat. When ho.-<crtiie out he said 
to witi^^, « Tom, where’s •your 
fathe^ money ?” Witness replied, 
‘‘ F6r God’s sake, don’t take father’s 
-Ihoney, for he has got to pay it a- 
way.” Prisoner replied7.^iat if they 
offered to. stir or move, KS^r^auld 
serve;l^Vn the same. He then sS» 
witness’s bed, having fetch- 
ed^is father’s box, wherej he kept his 
hammers, and nails, and tools; he 
took a chisel out of it, with which 
he broI*c open his father’s box, and 


took a one pound note out of it, and* 
something else which witness could' 
not see. He afterwards put on his 
jacket and shoes, and went out by 
the back door, threatening them not 
to dare to stir after he went, as he 
meant to stop and listen, and if he 
heard them move would be the death 
of them. Soon after, witness fol- 
lowed Mrs Surrey into the nPxt 
house, and gave the alarm. His sis- 
ter’s name was Ann, and she mar- 
ried the prisoner, who was a brick- 
, layer’s labourer, three years ago. 

Cross-examined by Mr Norton 

They w'ere very good friends that day 
before they went dut, about two or 
three o’c4ock that afteriiuoii, and he 
kissed her. 1 lis further examination 
was merely a repetition of his direct 
evidence of what occurred at night, 
wirii the addition, that the prisoner 
appeared agitated, and charged her 
with having been with another man, 
and she was scuffling with the prison- 
er for attempting to take from her 
her pockets, which she said contained 
money not of his, but of her father's. 

Robert Prescott, a constable, re- 
collected the alarm of murder on the 
night in question. He repaired with 
M r CoItson*a neighbour, to the house, 
where he found near tlic doror inside 
two puddles of blood, and on turning 
his eye s&w the deceased lying on 
her back in the bed, quite dead. On 
th*e right side of the bed there was a 
great deal of blood quila congealed. 
He then produced a large axe, which 
he found in the children’s bed-room ; 
when he found it, it was full of blood 
on the back part,^ which was thick 
and heavy; there ^was no blood on 
the sharp edge of the axe. • 

^ the boy Soles proved this to be 
his father^ axe, wliich was in the 
cupboard under the staift, 

William Bailey, a surgeon, saw the 
deceased ; she had a wound on the 
.back of thoficad, and others on the 
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forehead and temple ; that on. the 
back part must have been inflicted 
with a blunt instrument, and those 
in front with some sharp one, like a 
knife of some kind. These wounds 
he had no doubt had occasioned her 
death. The jaw was fractured in two 
laces. The back blow might have 
een inflicted by the axe now in 
Co^-’.rt, but certainly not the front 
ones, they were more of the nature of 
stabs : the jaw might have been 
broken by the axe : either the back 
or front wounds might occasion in- 
stant death. 

George Ruthven, the officer to 
wdiom the prisoner ivas delivered in- 
to custody at Sandwich, in Kent, 
stated, that on their road into town, 
the prisoner told him that some time 
previous to the 28th of September, his 
wife went out for water and staid a 
long time, and he suspected she was 
with a man in the cow-house. On 
the 28th he caught this man and 
woman in the fact in this same cow- 
house, and the man escaped from 
him. She said she was forced there 
by the man ; and prisoner then told 
her, if she would prosecute him he 
would forgive her, but she refused, and 
said she loved his little finger belter 
than his (her husband\s) whole body. 
Prisoner then described to him the 
continuance o9 the altercation after 
they went home, and admitted his 
then having killed her willi the ax\i ; 
he added, that after the first blow, 
she either said, /)h, you know,’^ 
or •• Oil, you rogue,” he did not 
know which. This was the declara- 
tion made by prisoner when be had 
him in custody. ‘ 

Hcr,e the case^mr the prosecution 
closed, and the prisoner, when citileij' 
upon for his defence, spoke j^s fol- 
lows : — 4 

On the Monday, the day before, I 
saw my wife, who went out to get a 
pail of water, and was gone a long 


time ; on her return I chastised 
her for being out, knowing she had 
beei^ doing wrong. * The following 
day she said she was going out, and 
suspecting her to be going t(\,act 
impi|[)perly, I followed her to ihe 
cow-house, near which I saw her » 
with this John Lawrence, and.on her 
return, when 1 accused her of it, she 
said, “ Y ou be d — d,” and she would 
do as she liked. The following day 
I told her 1 wanj:cd to buy a pair of 
shoes, and asked her to accompany 
me ; she refused, and went off by her- 
“■scif half an hour before. 1 sought 
her for some time, and at length met 
her' near Bishopsgate ; she at first 
refused to go with^mc, but ultimately 
consented, ^and soon after left^mc, 
and when 1 came home she remstd 
to tell me where she had ^ijcen ; I 
was very angry, and we had words 
all the timc*'of tea. I told her 1 had 
not money enough to get shoes, ^nd 
she wanted me to go to Church-^ 
street, Newington, where she said I 
might get them ; I went there, an^ 
found neither shop nor slices. On 
my return 1 found her again frurii 
home, and sought forher in the Roach- 
yard, where she sometimes went to 
the men, but she was^ot there* I 
tlien went to the cow-ho|wc, where 
1 heard her breathing.” rie ^then 
minutely described the situation in 
^hich he«found*his wife with Law- 
.rence on the evening of the 28th of 
September, ahJ entreaties to be 
forgiven, because the man4jprced her 
in ; he stated his offer to pi^Jv^cute 
the man, her refusal, and dcclam.ion 
that she loved that man’s finger bet^ 
ter than li^ (the husband’s) whole 
bod^.^-^Ie then admitted his having 
continued altercatioi^wjth her 
in the bed room, and his bein^. ibi^th 
provoked, and that, in the height 
of her abu^e of him, and threats to 
go out again to the man whom slic 
loved, and also her imprecations that 
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she would be the death of him or as she liked, and he might go and 
herself, he struck her once, twice, bed — d; for (he added) that he was 
■ or tlirice, with the axe whicl^ he afraid she would send him tojprison, 
picked up in the room ; and after and let him rot there. From the 
naving done so, he drew her head to- whole of his defence, admitting it to 
wa|ds liinv and kissed her, saying, be true, we could infer, that the life 
dl-Xou Vere^ce my comfort; I have he and his wife had led before the 
now been your death : and you, my melancholy conclusion of hers was a 
•dear, will be the death of me,” He constant scene of quarrel and recon- 
admitled his having taken the one ciliation. On the present occa^on 
pound from his father-in-law’s box, he rested his case cliiefly on the great 
and threatqped those in the house jjrovocation he had received from 
not to stir. In the churse of his ad- one whom he said he loved so dearly, 
dress, which was rather long and in A number of witnesses were then 
some parts unconnected, the {irison- * called, who gave the prisoner an cx- 
er more than once adverted to acts cellent character for humanity, 
of infidelity on the part of his w’ife, Mr Ilaron WooJ summed up the 
wfiich, according to his account, he evidence^ to the Jury, and remarked, 
w^^warc of beforb the night of the that luurthe prisoner committed the 
murtfcr. He said she liad been in act of which he stood charged, at the 
the habikof going with married men moment he caught another man in 
in the neighbourhood, and that he Sdpltery with his wife, then the law 
had long suspected her. the night had humanely provided a palliation 
on which he alleged he had detected for his crime; but here the act was 
Lawrence and his (prisoner’s) wife deliberate!}^ committed at a subse- 
*in the cow-house, he said he up- quent period, when the passions had 
braided her; but afterwards consent- had time to cool, and therefore the 
ed to foigive her, and forget what prisoner had disentitled himself to the 
had passed, provided she would go benefit he might otherwise have had 
and live with Lawrence or with^Tuc- in the eye of the law. 
ker, or with any one else she loved The Jury, after six minutes’ deli- 
better than himself, and not come to beration, t^und the prisoner Guilty^ 
him any ^m^re. It also appeared and the Recorder immediately pro- 
from hi& statement, that the maft nounced upon him, in the most so- 
(Lai^^rence) had joined them (pri- Icnm manner, the anful sentence of 
soner and his wife)»befor(j they got the law, 

^omc from the cow-housc, on the 
night in question^Otl had called for' 
some drin^J^ acknowledging 

that this whole transaction witfi pri- Abstuacting Money from Let- 
son^s wife w'as his (Lawrence’s) ters. 

Jfanlt. Prisoner said he would not 
drink, but (wc think) only pasted it, High Court of Justiciary ^ Friday ^ 
and threw away the glassfr^^om an- MareJi 19. ^ 

other part* of his speech it apjj\;tfl'<iuL ^^ • * 

thi7t(hF«ad on a former occasion be^ This day came oi4)c fore the Court 
bound over to keep the peace for ill- the tVial of George Warden, lately 
treatment of his wile. •This he al- clerk or assistant to the Postmaster 
Icgod as a reason (or not striking her of Abcr<lecii, accused of having ab- 
Avhen tjic provoki il him so, by say- striicled fioui letters money and biils^ 
ing, (as hc.statcd,) ihat she would do • to the amount of L. 20, between' 
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the month of May and the 4th of 
December 1818, when he was appre- 
hended. To these charges the pri- 
soner pleaded Not Guilty^ and the 
trial proceeded. 

Alexander Dauney, Esq. Sherift- 
substitute of Aberdeen, proved two 
declarations of the prisoner to have 
been freely and voluntarily emitted. 
Hr. was present when a drawer in the 
Post-office, of which the prisonerhad 
the exclusive possession, wassearclv 
cd : the four notes now shown him 
were found on the prisoner. A letter, 
addressed, James Meiklc, Aber- 
corn, near South Queensferry,” was 
produced during the taking the pri- 
soner’s declaration. A letter, ad- 
dressed, “ Donald Ross, Helmsdale, 
Sutherlandshire,” was found in the 
drawer sealed up with a wafer, and 
had the appearance of having baen 
opened. A letter without address, 
commencing, Inclosed you have a 
Post-office order for L.15,** was also 
produced during the examination of 
the prisoner. Another unfinished 
letter was also produced. 

George Cockburn and Peter Laing 
corroborated MrDauney^s evidence. 

8imon Grant, sheriff-officer in A- 
berdeen, was employectin Decem- 
ber last to search the premises of the 
risoner, and went to his father’s 
ouse, along with Mr Henderson of 
the Post-office, Edinburgh, MrLums- 
den, and Mr Harvey : a search was 
made, and th^ found, in a pair of 
pantaloons,* wnich^the prisoner said 
were his, a letter directed to a wo- 
man at or near South Queensferry. 
The letter now shown him is the 
same. Witness sfcarched his person, 
and found eighteen notes upon him, 
all, he thinks, of one pound etch/ 
(The four notes mentioned jn Mr 
Dauney’s qyidence being here showm 
the witness, he declared them to have 
been taken from flic person of the 
prisoner; and lh:it,a(lcr‘ leaving mark- 


ed them on the spot, he gave them to 
Mr Lumsden.) The prisoner said 
the {vhole of the money belonged to 
his account in the Post-office. The 
marking put on by the witij^^^was 
by k pencil, but he saw-^he n^.es 
next day before the Slptfiff, when 
marked them ewer again with injk, 
and he had no doubt they wer^e the 
identical notes. Witness took tlib 
prisoner into custody, and went* to 
search his rooip at the •Post-office. 
The prisoner snowed them a set of 
draVers, which he said were the on- 
ly ones he had access to, and which 
were searched. After some inter- 
val, Mr Dingwall, the Postmaster, 
was sent for, who pointed out ano- 
ther drawep whicli he said wa^tfic 
prisoner’s : it was locked, ana the 
prisoner then produced thelfiey, and, 
upon searching it, some bank-notes 
and other mbney were found, together 
with a letter addressed, “ Mr Do- 
nald Ross, Helmsdale, Sutherland-, 
shire,” as also another unfinished 
letter, which witness at the timg 
marked, and left in the draiftr, which 
was locked and sealed. . • 

jEPmes Shearer, Esq. one bf the 
Surveyors of the General Post-office. 
— Complaints were fi;qfluently made 
of letters containing mq^y being 
amissing in passing tlirou^i Aber- 
deen, both from South and North, 
^fter coi^ulting with the Secretary 
, and Postmaster-General, he took 
measures to fifuLdJit how this hap- 
pened- A number ot c^^p^imental 
letters were made, and sems^^ A- 
berdeen, and ought to have ar^ed 
there on a particular day. Two 
ters were sgpt to be put in at Invec- 
ne ss, Qy grtfidressed to Mrs Donald, 
/p-earQueensferry, contain ing L.2, 
another addressed to the c#eoCMr 
Young, Burntisland, containing 
Witness wfint to Stonehaven, and 
the letters should have arrived there 
on the 4th of December, in the even- 
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ii)g. Wittiejss desired the guard to 
bring in the Aberdeen bag» and, on 
going over the lelters, he found^on- 
ly one of five experimental letters 
therf*,-* .Witness immediately went 
' ofF/lo Aberdeen, and the prisoner 
*«wra ap*prehd?ded, and his drawers 
' searched, as detailed by preceding 
witnesses. One letter was found ad* 

.. d&ssed to Donald Ross, Sutherland- 
sliu’e- 

Cross- examined. —By experimen- 
tal letters, he meant that one of the 
letters sent was lietitious, and the*o- 
thers were not; that it frequently 
happens letters are inis-sottM ; that 
* tlney are put in a particular place, 
and arc generally sent by next post. 

%]txander Shepherd, ^writer, In- 
verness, stated, that he received two 
letters ^om the Solicitor for the 
Post-office, each containing two one 
pound notes, addressed to Mrs Do- 
nald and James "JJiomson ; he had 
^ seen them dispatched on the 3d of 
December, and had no doubt of the 
^otes being the same as those shown 
to him, m he had kept a memoran- 
‘^duiaiof their numbers, &c. 

Al^ander Dingwall, Postmaster, 
Aberdeen, stated, that the prison- 
er Jiad bcen^ employed by him for 
twenty-oi\e months in the most con- 
lidentiarservices, in consequence oT 
the very favourable character which 
he had received. had allowed th^ 
•bags to be opened by the prisoner,, 
who slept in tli^/?ffiwe. lie recol- 


money drawer. This witness under- 
went a long and close examination, 
as to the number of letter carriers, 
and as to the situation of the office, 
with the means taken to secure the 
doors and windows. He stated that 
the prisoner hud been absent for 
eight days, several months previous, 
on account of indisposition, and 
thought his emoluments would^^t ^ 
mount to about L.lOO annually. 

• Exculpatory Evidence^ 

George Fyfe, messenger at armst 
Aberdeen, had known the prisoner 
for five or six years, and he bore an 
excellent charactev. 

Certifii^ates from several gentle- 
men were read by the counsel for 
the pannel, which testified to the 
former good conduct and character 
of^hc prisoner. 

The Lord Advocate then charged 
the jury on the part of the Crown. 

Mr James Gordon made an able 
speech in favour of the prisoner, in 
the course of which he reprobated 
the officers of the Post-office, for 
throwing out a snare to entrap the 
prisoner. After commenting at con- 
siderable length upon the evidence, 
the learneSi counsel concluded by 
making a most impressive appeal to 
the feelings of the jury, on account 
of the youth of the prisoner, and the 
excellent and unblemished charac- 
ter he had hitherto borne. 

The Lord Justice-Clerk summed 


lects havb^lfHy^n suddenly caljed to 
the on the 4 th of Decem- 

bc|l when he found Warden in cus- 
of the officers. The prisoner 
\vas allowed to retain possession of 
the key of the drawer, con- 
tained jhe money belonging to* 
offii»^, iSnd to which witness himself 
..bud no access. Witness sent to a 
• neighbouring hoiise fur •Mr Shearer, 
who, after examination, scaled the 


up the evidence at considerable 
length; and the* jury having retired 
for about an hour, returned into Court 
with a verdict, finding, by a plurali- 
ty of voices, the •prisoner Gf/i% of 
the crime charged, but at the same 
time recommending him to*mercy. 
The Court then f)ronounced sen- 
tence, ordaining the j^annei tR) be 
executed, in such place as the Ma- 
gibtiatcs of Edinbuirgh should ap- 
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point as a place of public execution, 
on Wednesday the Hth of April. 


Murder. 

High Court' of Justiciary^ Monday^ 
June 14*. 

. • 

Peter Bowers, journeyman mill- 
wright in Haddington, was charged 
with the murder of John Sandilands, 
day-labourer or farm-servant to the 
Earl of Dalhousie, on the 15th day 
of April preceding, by striking him 
on the head with. an axe. 

The prisoner having pleaded Not 
Guilty i the jury were sworn to try 
the case. It appeared in evidence, 
that some young men had been a- 
musing themselves by leaping on f he 
high road, opposite Coalston toll-bar, 
when they were joined by the pri- 
soner and his master*s son, who had 
been working in the neighbourhood, 
and after finishing their job had re- 
galed themselves with some gills of 
whisky at difi'erent public-houses. 
The deceased was standing enjoying 
the amusement, when the pannel said 
he would leap with any.'of them for 
twopence ; and having lost his bet, 
and refused to pay it, some trifling 
altercation togk place among the 
parties, when the deceased said he 
would cither jump with him, or fight 
with him, for any thing he liked. 
Some high* words then ensued be- 
tween the prisoner hnd the deceased, 
the import or amount of which was 
not distinctly recollected by any of 
the witnesses present ; but it ended 
in this,'' that the .prisoner advanced 
towards the deceased, and stv^cl^ 
hina a blow on tjjie head with an axe, 
which he then had on his shduldcr, 
and inflicted a severe wound on his 
left temple, out of which a pari of 
the brain obtrude !. 


After the examination of the wit- 
nesses, the counsel for the prosecu- 
tor ^and for the pannel addressed 
the Jury ; and the Lord Justice-Clerk 
having summed up the evideaci^, the 
jury retired and deliber^wdfbiv an 
hour and three quarter?, when tney 
returned a written verdict, finding, by 
a plurality of voices, the pannel GdiU 
ty of the crime libelled, but dnat^- 
mously and earnestly recommended 
him to mercy. The Jgstice-Clerk 
immediately pronounced the awful 
sentence of the law. 


Housebreaking and Theft. 

lli^i Court qf Justiciary ^ 

July 19. 

tr' 

Ralph Woodness, and Richard 
i5mith,con7monly called Cwrfcy, were 
charged with housebreaking ^and 
theft; in so far as they did, on* the 
29th day of March preceding, wick-' 
edly and feloniously break into and 
enter the shop of Andrew Edgar, 
merchant in Linlithgow, by cycling* 
through the shutter of a window, xnd 
taking out a pane of glass, and there- 
by getting at and removing the^pin 
which fastened the an iron 

^>ar ; and did then and tlmlre steal a 
large quantity of woollen cloVh of 
difierent ^orts, slso bombazines, sar- 
"^cenets, cambrics, silk handkerchiefs^ 

* burial crape, sili^thread, &c. to the 
value of L.350 Sterihrg^^Xir thereby ; 
they being both habit aibi^epute 
thieves, and previously convict^ of 
theft before the Magistrates of 
... 

The ^^ffnels pleaded Not Guilty 
tfnf indictment. * • 

The declarations of thcTfh^Qnels 
were proved to have been freely anjl 
voluntarily«emittcd before the She- 
rifl-substitutcs of Lanark and Lin- 
litligowshires. 
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Upon the examination of Daniel ken the window-shutter. It was pro v- 
Hamilton, Esq. Sheriff-substitute of cd by a number of witnesses, that the 
Lanarkshire, it turned out thauthe pannel Woodness, accompanied by 
first declaration of the pannel, Wood- one of the name of Gardner, came 
ness, had not actually been taken in in a gig to the door of a person of 
the^pre|ence of the Magistrate, but the name of Sinclair, who keeps a 
Ws afterwards read over in his pre- public-house in Glasgow, about eight 
scpcc. • Mr Cullen, counsel for the o’clock on the morning of Monday 
nanncls, took an objection to this the 29th of March ; and having ta- 

• <^c1aration being read ; and it was ken a number of bundles from the^ 

staged by the Lord Advocate, that gig, containing a quantity of haber- 
he ceitainly admitte(} the irregular!- clashcry goods, threw them down on 
ty, and would not insist on the do- the floor ; desiring that they might 
claration being read as evidence * ^ be kept there till they (Woodness 

The Lord Justice-Clerk repri- and (iardner) returned ; but the 
manded Mr Hamilton for the irre- mistress having become suspicious 
gulnrity which liad taken place, and that all was not right, not only sent 
while he pointed q,ut to him the ne- for her husband and called in some 
cel^y of a Magistrate. being pre- of her neighbours, but sent for the 
sent during the whole examination police-officers, who carried the 
of a prisoner, and not deputing so jvhole to the police-office. All the 
important a duty to others, he hoped wilnesses who saw the arrival of 
that such a circumstance would not the gig at Sinclair’s door, swore to 
again call for the •animadversion of the pannel Woodness being one of 

• the Court. the persons who was in it. His 

The Public Prosecutor then pro- person was also identified in the 
needed to call a great number of wit- gig on the road, and Mr Edgar 
nesses, nt) less than fifty having been swore positively to the goods left at 
in'Uitf^ed. Sinclair’s as having been part of 

appeared in evidence, tluft Mr thoFC stolen iVom his shop. Although 
Edgar’s shop had been broken into there was ,no proof of the pannel 
on -the niglit^Uetwixt the 28th and Smith arriving in the gig at Glas- 
29th of March in the manner statejl gow, when the goods were left at Sin- 
in tbe indictment, and that on the clair’s, yet several witnesses swore 
morning of Monday the 29th, about to having seen him tni the road at 
five o’clock, tlie to wn-drunimer, in gtv Cumbernauld, and other places, that 
*ing his rounds, had found a parcel ly-. nforiiing in the gig with the other 
ing in the sti;e^:i.-:;f Linlithgow, Up- pannels, together with several bun- 
on goin^; 'towards Mr^Edgar’a shop dies. Roth pri^ners were proven 
he lv<ind the window-shutter broken, to be habit and repute thieves. With 
upon alarming Mr Edgar, the regard to Woodness, in particular, 
•"‘’fliclves, &c. of the shop were found several witnesses swore, that, for a 
to have been rifled of foods to the considerable time* past, be Jiad fol- 
amount of betwixt three ^vd four lowed no occupation, nor luyd gain- 
hundf**'Vpounds in value. Many 1!^. .•.^^^d%is livelihood by any other means 
ticK^s were found upon the streets of than undering th^ public. 
•'Linlithgow which had been dropped The Lord Advocate Iviving sliort- 
by the thieves, and a wriglit’s chisel ly addressed the Jury for the Crown, 
was found on the outside of the shop, Mr Cullen for the pannels, and the 
with wl?ich it is supposed they had bro- Lord Justicc-Clerk iiaving summed. 
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up the evidence, they did, without 
leaving the box, return a unanimous 
verdict of Guilty against Woodness, 
of housebreaking and theft, aggra- 
vated by being habit and repute a 
thief, and finding the libel as to 
Smith Not Proven. 

After a very impressive and inte- 
resting address from the Lord J ustice- 
^.'erk, Ralph Woodness was, on the 
following day, sentenced to be exe- 
cuted at Linlithgow, on Friday the 
27th of August ensuing. 


Ham£Suck£n and Robbery. 

High Court of Judiciary^ Wednes^ 
day^ July 21. 

This day came on before the Co«rt 
the trial of .lames Whiteford, accu- 
sed of hamesueken, and also of vio- 
lently assaulting, beating, wounding, 
and bruising the lieges, and likewise 
of robbery by breaking into the toll- 
house at Hopetoun-wood, Linlith- 
gowshire; and violently assaulting 
Mary Duncan, sister of Henry Dun- 
can, toll-keeper, and striking her a 
severe blow on the head with a blud- 
geon, to the great effusion of her 
blood ; and also presenting a pistol at 
the said Ilcnry Duncan, and com- 
pelling him to open a che.^t in which 
he kept money, takhig therefrotn 
nine pounds in* bank notes, two 
pounds in silver, a bottle of whisky, 
and a quartern loaf, on the evening 
of the 2(lth or early in the morning 
of the 27th of March. 

The pannel ple^lded 'Not Guilty, 

Henry Duncan, tacksman of the 
toll at Ilopetoun-wood, said, tllat,« 
on the morning ov the 27th of iV^arch, 
somebody c^imc to his door before 
three o’clock, and asked for a bottle 
of porter, and then fora gill of whis- 
ky. Witness refused to let the per- 


son in, saying he would not rise, but 
desired him to go away, and he would 
get^a gill in a house farther on the 
road. Shortly after this, the shutter 
of the window was broke with one 
blow into two pieces, orv^which\his ' 
sister, Mary Duncan/ opened Eht>.^ 
door, when the man struck her a 
blow before the door was fully open- 
ed, which cut her head severely. 
There are two doors, an outer dnd 
inner ; the threshold of the inner 
door is so low, that a person must 
stoOp on entering. The man then 
presented a pistol at the witness, and 
ordered him to deliver his money, 
or he would blow his brains out. On 
this the witness went to a chest where 
the money was, from which he**dok 
out bank notes to the value of L.IO, 
one of which was a five pound note 
of Sir Win. Forbes and Company ; 
one of the* notes fell, but witness 
lifted it up and gave it to the nym, 
who then asked for silver, and the , 
witness gave him what was in the 
brass box, to tlie amount of abou4 
twenty shillings. Being 1$liown a 
brass box, he said it was his propRjiffJs 
andriiat it contained the silver, 
man had a whistle, and said more 
people would be tlW^ soon, — and 
whistled. Witness gave h'mii a hand- 
ful of penny pieces, and also a bptile 
of whisky, and a quartern loaf, both 
pf which Jic defhanded. The pan- 
,ncl is the man who committed the 
robbery, and he ga.yo him the money 
to saYc his life. "’'***, 

Mary Duncan, sister of tire ^pre- 
ceding witness, said she opened 
door, when the pannel instantP^ - 
knocked*!^ dowm by a violent blow 
on side of the head. He 

«besd a pistol in his hand, anclji stick 
under his arm. She caffcifNMr 
Baird, surgeon, who dressed lici*- 
head, and slie was eight days con- • 
fined to her bed, and is still not 
quite w’ell. Witness bad s«en the 
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p annel passing on the road, but was 
not acquainted with him. She con- 
firmed her brother’s evidence e- 
veryparticular. 

James Fordyce, formerly smith at 

- Long Hermiston, said, that on Sa- 
turday inorning, the 27th of March, 
he saw the pannel al^i Kier-hili toll- 

- ^bal*, who said he was a master shoe- 
miakef from Lanark, and was travei- 
bng to Edinburgh, and that he had 
a bottle of v\;lnsky, and a pistol in his 
breeches pocket, but^docs not know 
if it was loaded. 

William Kennedy, sherift-officcr, 
Linlithgowshire, said that he was em- 
< ployed to search for a brass box, 
which he found in a field about a 
hux^ved yards froniHopctoun-wood 
toll-bar. Being shown a brass box, 
he said wa$ the same he found in 
the field, and which was formerly 
sworn to by Henry Dutidan and his 
sister. 

iTie declaration of the pannel was 
\hen read, which closed the evidence 
for the Crown. In his declaration 
the panned admitted having commit- 
iicjkthe robbery, and that, although 
hc^d'a pistol in his hand, it had no 
...^^ming in it. 

TJie Lord Advocate on the part 
of the Crown^ and Mr Cullen as 
counsel for the prisoner, mutually' 
declined addressing the jury, as the 
proof was so clear c^d conclusive : 
and the Lord Justice-Clci^ having 
summed up the evidence, the Jury, 
without reg/;:.^^rom the box, pna- 
niniously found tJie pannel Guilty of 
the primes of hamesucken and rob- 
libelled. 

Before pronouncing the aw/ul sen- 
tence of the law, the Lord Justice- 
Clerk addr’essed the pannel ' In 'L 
moscearnest and impressive manner, 
"and w'arned him to prepare for death, 

’ »as he could not entertain the smallest 
hope of mercy. 


XlilAL OF Pfil, A CAPTURED Me- 
GRo, FOR Murder. 

l^icrra Leone, {From the Royal Ga* 
zelle of July 24*.) 

Pei, a captured and liberated 
gro, was indicted for the murder of 
Zongobia, another captured negro, 
at Charlotte-town, in this colony, on 
the 5th of January last, by severing 
*his head from his body with a sharp 
instrument made of a piece of iron- 
hoop. 

Previously to the commencement 
of this trial, much difficulty was ex- 
perienced in procuring adequate 
means of interpretation between the 
Cbqrt and the prisoner : and at length, 
when a person was found capable of 
conversing with the prisoner in his own 
language, a second interpreter was 
required to render the bud English 
of this first interpreter intelligible ; 
but, at the best, the interpretation 
altogether was very insufficient and 
unsatisfactory. 

The first object of the interpreta- 
tion w^as, to'^'inform the prisoner of 
his arraignment and to instruct him 
how to plead ; which being accom- 
plished, an endeavouro was made to 
apprise him of liis right to challenge 
thojurors, and of the proper mode 
*of exercising that right; but upon 
the first option of challenge being 
put to him, in swearing tlie foreman 
of the jury, an answer was returned, 
which threw the whole Court into an 
involuntary burst oflaughter, at the 
same time that it produced a*strong 
^nd ^universal sensation of horror. 
'When the prisoner v^s told to look 
upon t'Aat man, and say if,{ie liked to 
he tried by him, the answer as inter- 
preted, given in a tone of astonish- 
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mentby the English interpreter, was, 
« He say, he like him too much; 
if he catch him, he eat him^ 

The particulars of this horrid trans- 
action, as detailed in evidence, were 
as follow : — 

Hyena, an inferior overseer of 
captured Negroes at Charlotte- town, 
employed to superintend the decea- 
and his countrymen, because he 
could speak their language, having 
missed the deceased (Zongobia) fit 
ration time, reported his absence to 
his superior, Mr Ashford, who or- 
dered him to cause search to be made* 
in the bush. Shortly after leaving 
Mr Ashford, he saw a man coming 
out of the biish with a canvas bag, 
which he attempted to shift away, 
as if to put it out of sight. He im- 
mediately questioned the man, whom 
he found to be one Quia Pci, of Zon- 
gobia’s nation, and insisted on see- 
ing the bag and its contents. The 
man reluctantly opened the bag, 
which he said contained some meat. 
On inspection, he discovered several 
pieces of human flesh. The man 
was immediately secured, and Mr 
Ashford was sent for ; Quia Pei died 
in prison while awaitingjiis trial. 

VVilliam Ashford, privjcipaJ native 
superintendant at Charlotte-town, 
staled, that on being informed by 
the last witness that Zongobia was 
uiis^cd, he I)ad given oi dc;r.s to search 
i’or him. Shortly after he was in- ^ 
formed of the detention of Quia Pei, 
and came to the pjace where he saw 
l!ie h:ig and its contents. There was 
of a human hand, with the thumb, 

:i piece of the shoulder, and lower 
part of the neck, ''and some of the in- 
tcstiiv;s- Quia Pei, he understood, 
avowed the killing of the man Kon/ , 
gobia, and implicated the prisoner 
Pei as his accomplice in the act. 
i^uia Pei and the prisoner Pei were 
kept in close custody for the night, 


while Mr Kearney, the nearest ma* 
gist rate, was sent for. 

4ohn Ouseley Kearney, Esq.,^a 
Magistrate, was resident at Bathurst - 
town. In the month of January last, 
he was sent fur by Mr Ashford, to 
inquire into the particular^ of the 
horrid transaction now before the 
Court. The bag, containing the 
mutilated remains already describ^, 
wns shown to him. Quia Pei, upo'h 
whom it was found, confessed the 
act, and alleged that the prisoner 
P^i first suggested it to him, saying, 
the deceased was fat, and good to 
eat. Bo'lh together seized the oppor* 
tunity of surprising the deccased.as 
he was stooping down in the brook 
searching ^for crabs. The pri^jer 
caught the arms of the deceased be- 
hind his back, and held kim while 
Quia Pei threw him over : he strug- 
gled hard. * They were obliged first to 
cut offliis hand, ^and afterwards jfiey 
cut off his head : they then proceeded 
to the horrid process of cooking and 
eating the fiesh, and in this abomina- 
ble repast it was understood that o- 
thers also assisted. This stat^morrr^ 
was^ given freely and volunlaTili^y 
Quia Pei, the man who had sinco 
died in prison : the ^msoner PeJ al- 
so confessed, but slowly and reluc- 
*tantly, and not till the other rejpeat- 
cdly accused him, and remonstrat- 
,ed with l^m on^the inutility of de- 
nial. Mr Kearney caused them t 0 
conduct him to tlie place where the 
drea^lful deed was pCTp^Ualcd, and 
to show where the further r^ains 
were to be found. He saw the p^ce 
where the fire had been made, and 
bones that jiad been left, some of ' 
them bearing the marks of such per- 
severing voracity, that a 'thigh-bone 
had been broken for the p^iFpDsp of 
extracting the marrow. The head, 
with the tbngue and upper part of 
the nock had been left entire and 
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buried. He caused them to be taken 
. up : the face wa^ recognised as Zon- 
gobia’s. The reason given for •the 
distinction with respect to the head 
and its contents was, that eating any 
' part of, the head was supposed to 
cause madness in the country of these 
Cannibals. They v^re called the 

* ^'lannj, or Maniani, and were noto- 
.■ iritous for this practice, for which they 

were despised by all their neighbours. 
On Mr Kearney’s ^king whether 
there was any quarrel or any enqji- 
ty towards the deceased, he was told 
there was not ; and upon sqpie ex- 
pression of surprise that so great an 

* atrocity should be perpetrated with- 
out any provocation or motive, it 
was^ought sufficient to«cxplain it 
by the same motives which induced 
Mr Kearnhy to kill a ffit sheep. Quia 
Pei said, the cause of Ips having 
been sold as a slave was,1that he had 
killcwi and eaten so many men as to 
s^enderhim formidable to the king of 
liis country and to the head men, 
who made a palaver for him, and had 
J)mi condeTmned and sold. 

" Bragger was present at the 

esgrfnination and search. He saw 
^he same facts, and had the same un- 
derstanding as Mr Kearney as to the 
confessions. 

Tlia substance of Mr Kearney’s 
testimony was interpr|^*tcd to the pri- 
soner, and he was asked whether he 
Wished to put any questions. He 
did not ask any. question, but denied 
having participated in the murdef in 
any way : he had never confessed it : 
he Wifts near the place, with his knife 
*^find pot, and w'as called by the o- 
thers after the man was killefl. In 
reference to. the charge of holding^ 
the hand^ of Zongobia behind his 
^^«^ck,* he asked whether a person of 

* his own slight frame was ^pable of 
^uch an exertion ? With reference to 
the charge of having pointed out 
Zongobia %5 a fat man and fit to be 
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killed, he denied having given anjr 
such suggestion, or having had any 
part in such conversation or design. 
He knew, however, that Quia Pei, 
and the others of his country, had 
held such talk on board the ship in 
which they came, and that they nad 
formed a design accordingly, for fu- 
ture execution. 

Cockeye was a captured negro, oT 
a nation bordering on the country of 
the nation to which the prisoner and 
Quia Pei belonged : he resided at 
jCharlotte-town, and generally was 
employed to look after and interpret 
for these people : he had interpreted 
at the examination before Mr Kear- 
ney. Qui^ Pei, who had been caught 
with the bag, on being told by the 
witness to tell all to master, and so 
a\%oid palaver (trouble,) did de- 
clard all that had been related con- 
cerning himself and the prisoner, and 
urged the prisoner also to con- 
fess; but the prisoner had not con- 
fessed any part in the transaction, 
but always firmly denied having any 
share in it, or any knowledge of it, 
until after the murder was perpetra- 
ted. 

The Chief’^stice remarked, ** that 
the Court was placed in a very de- 
licate and difficult situation, having 
heard, as evidence against the pri- 
soner, a great deal of matter that 
►could not properly be admitted as 
such, if further confirmation of what 
was called the prisoner’s aonfession 
had not been exp(?cted. The con- 
fession of the deceased, Quia Pei, al- 
though caught with such irresistible 
proofs upon him, did not appear to 
have been obtained wholly without 
the iqjlucemcnt cf beneficial reSuIts 
•to himself from making it. His im- 
plication of the prisoner at the bar 
was not evidence to convict the pri- 
soner, unless assented to by the pri- 
soner, or corroborated by other tes- 
timon}', or by facts or circumstances. 
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What had been stated by Mr Kear* 
ney, and by Philip Bragger, of the 
acquiescence of the prisoner in that 
part of Quia Pei^s confessions which 
implicated him, was of no avail, un- 
less confirmed by the interpreters 
through whom it was derived ; and 
now the principal interpreter (Cock- 
eye,) denies that he ever meant to 
'^-convey any such acquiescence on the 
part of the prisoner. On the con- 
trary, the prisoner always denied, as 
he does now, having had any share 
in the transaction, or any knowledge 
of it, until it was completed. Ifi th 
there was no confession on the pt iv 
of the prisoner, nor any acquies- 
cnce in any facta connected with the 
crime that could materially aiFcct 
him. Tliere was no other evidence, 
nor any fact or circumstance, con- 
necting him with the horrid business. 
(Here the Chief' Justice asked the 
witnesses again if any such fact or 
circumstance had been discovered, 
and it was repeated that nolhing of 
the kind had been found.) One or 
two circumstances seemed to have 
been disclosed, which, if well au- 
thenticated, might be sufficient to 
connect the prisoner wi,(,h the act — 
such as his having had previous con- 
versation with the deceased, Quia Pci, 
the object of which was the killing 
of the dcceasid, and his having been 
near the spot, and, according to one , 
of his seeming admissions, with a pot « 
and a knifi^, which it was understood 
or supposed were afterwards em- 
ployed in dissecting the body and 
cooking the horrid feast ; but one of 
these apparent admissions, that of 
conversation, having the murder in 
view,, was already explained away ; 
and the prisoner said that he mCrel/« 
knew' of such conversation being held 
between t!ie deceased. Quia Pei, and 
his countrymen. There was no ex- 
planation to be had, except by ques- 
tj(/na Jo the prisoner, the effect of 


which would be contrary to the ge- 
nius and principles of British justice 
if t()ey tended to extort evidenge in- 
jurious to the prisoner himself, while 
they might have another effect, e- 
qually inconsistent with justice, by 
enabling him, if he pos6ess6d suffi- 
cient acutenesta^ us there wgs some 
reason to think he did, to discern the 
material bearings of the points com* 
prehended in the questions so put, 
and to frame his answers according- 
ly; so as to explain away what might 
already have seemed established a- 
gainst him. 

It became necessary, however, a- 
gain to refer to the prisoner, in or- 
der lu enable him to understand and 
explain th^ circumstances whio^'Pap- 
peured still to^heur against him, and 
in particular the share JiTi’hicli he 
seemed to admit that he had in the 
latter part' of the dreadful business. 
The pi isoner’s .answer, or rq^her 
statement, on this head, w^us, that^ 
when the man was killed, and they 
were proceeding to devour his body, 
they called him and invitid him to 
partake ; but he refused, sayiqgf'ft" 
wa? thought fatal in his coulitry^to 
cat human flesh, and that those whu - 
did so became ineviiybly mad. . lie 
^was not a native of Quia Pel’s coun- 
*try, but of a country bordering on it. 

After this further denial of what 
, was supposed to have been admitted, 
the Court thought it not right to pu« 
any further questions to the prison- 
er. • 

No farther evidence was produced 
on the part of the prosecution. ^ 

The prisoner having declared, 
through thg interpreter, that he had * 
nothing to say, 

• The Chief -Justice proceeded to 
sum up the evidence. A tnosubar- ‘ 
barous murder had been committed^ 
accompanred with circumstances the* 
most humiliating to human nature, 
in the undeniable proofs of^ practice 



criminIl 

which was before hold* scarcely re- 

• concilcable to hdiiman possibility. He 
owned his first impression, endear- 
ing this horrid transactioni in a way 

, that compelled him to believe the 
fact, was, despair of effecting any 
moral improvement, or of making 
, any progress in cfvilization, upon 
« minds so lost and sunk in the lowest 
•• .'extreme of savage debasement ; but, 
upon more mature reflection, he saw 
in it only a morestsiking instance of 
the depravity of human nature, wjien 
abandoned to itself, and destitute ofi 
social culture, and of religious in- 
struction. This reflection was the 
more impressive, because it was mat- 
ter of undeniable record in history, 
thai*thc ancestors of the most civi- 
lized nations of Europe, even of Bri- 
tons themselves, now the foremost in 
every social affection, as well as in all 
moral virtue and of pure religion, were 
in ^he general hafcfit of offering hu- 

• man victims to their monstrous con- 
ceptions of the Supreme Being. In- 
Slead, ihtjrefbre, of deserting as hope- 

apd uisgusting the design of re- 
scuing these rude savages from^thc 
f^^j)ths of barbarism in which they 
were sunk, this remembrance ought 
to fl*!! us at ofite with humility and 
with confidence, and to incite to a* 
perseverance , in the present exer- 
tions, till those who^are now so ab- 
jpet should be made in all flhings e- * 
qual to ourselves. In order fairly 
to discharge their duty in determi- 
ning according to the evidence, ifrhe- 
ther the prisoner at the bar was guil- 
ty or not guilty of the murder, it 
^would be incuii bent on the Jury to 
dismiss from their mindshlJ extrane- 
ous impressions, arising naturallj^^ 
and almost necessarily, from the * 
epmmon relations of the horrid trans- 
abtion, and from the convctf'sation re- 
specting it. They should exclude 
from their minds all foreign matters, 
even to Hie. expression uttered by 
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the prisoner, with respect to the fore- 
man of the jury, when apprised of 
his right of challenge, — an expression 
which filled the Court at once with 
an involuntary burst of laughter, suc- 
ceeded immediately by a more ap- 
propriate sensation of horror. Doubts 
were entertained, whether in fact the 
prisoner h^ at all uttered that ex,-^ 
pression, vniich might have been, nolb* 
improbably, interposed by one of the 
thterpreters ; and therefore the jury 
would keep it altogether out of their 
thoughts. The prisoner, it appear- 
ed, was implicated in the charge of 
having participated in the murder by 
one Quia Pei, since dead ; who had 
been caifght with the mangled frag- 
ments of a human body upon him 
concealed in a bag, shortly after the 
disappearance of the unfortunate 
man upon whom the murder had been 
perpetrated, named Zongobia. Quia 
Pei, when observed and interrogated 
by the native overseer, Hyena, at 
first attempted to conceal the bag, 
and then said simply, the contents 
were pieces of meat; it was, how- 
ever, ascertained immediately Ay the 
thumb, and by other distinctive 
marks, thaiVhe whole was human 
flesh. This discovery furnished proof 
so nearly amounting to full convic- 
tion against Quia Pg, that denial 
could scarcely have been of any a- 
vail ; he therefore, it appeared, con- 
'fessed the act freely to the superin- 
tendent, Mr Ashford, whT) first exa- 
mined him. Tlici^ might have been 
some inducement in the words of the 
interpreter, desiring him to confess 
in order to avoid p^aver, which be 
might have understood either as, 
it to^avc time and trouble,*' *or as 
«* to secure himself fjom mischief." 
The cotifession, however, appeared 
to have been made without reserve, 
as well to Ashford as to Mr Kear- 
ney, who was called in os the near- 
est Magistrafe, and who came the 
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ensuing morning to put the business 
in train of legal investigation. In 
tin's investigation by Mr Kearney, 
Quia Pei avowejl himself the princi- 
pal perpetrator of the murder, but 
charged the prisoner with having 
suggested it to him, and with having 
pointed out the deceased, Zongobia, 
as a 6t object for such a design ; he 
charged the prisoner Sith having 
participated with him in the perpe- 
tration of the murder, by holding the 
hands of Zongobia behind his back, 
while he, Quia Pei, threw him over, 
and proceeded to disable him by cut- 
ting off his hand ; after which he cut 
his throat also, and severed his head 
from his body. Quia Pei showed to 
Mr Kearney the place where the 
murder was perpetrated, and where 
the head was buried, which was re- 
cognised as bearing the features^of 
Zongobia. The reason given for 
sparing the head in the horrid vora- 
city exercised on the body, was a be- 
lief in Quia Pei’s nation, that to eat 
the human head, or any part of it, 
caused madness. The bones of the 
body were found in a shocking con- 
dition, *bare, and some of them bro- 
ken. Quia Pei is the leading per- 
son in all those discoveiies, and he 
alone appeared to have carried off 
the mangled fragments ; for it did 
not appear thsft any had been found 
upon any other. Quia Pei was, 
therefore, in every respect, the lead- 
ing actor in the atrocious deed, and 
was proved to be .so by undeniable 
circumstances, as well as by his own 
confession. That confession impli- 
cated the prisoner at the bar, as ha- 
ving suggested the design originally, 
and as having also assisted in the 
execution of it ; but that confe^sioit 
was not evidence to convict tj^e pri- 
soner, unkos confirmed by the assent 
of the prisoner himself, or by the 
testimony of other witnesses, or by 
concurring facts, or circumstances of 


corroboration. It was understood, 
or rather supposed, that the prison- 
er had assented in the examinations 
before Mr Kearney.; although it was 
admitted that such supposed assent 
was given tardily and reluctantly, 
and after many urgent instances and 
representations cf the inutility, of de- 
nial on the part of Quia Pei. But ' 
this assent the prisoner denied, and. 
denied also having had any concern 
in the murder. In the particular in- 
quiries directed to obi.ain a correct 
knowledge upon this point, it was 
found, that one of the interpreters 
through wlmm the examination was 
managed was detained in the coun- 
try by sickness ; b,ut the other, the 
African inttrpreter, was in Cd?irt, 
and was the same who was then in- 
terpreting between the Court and the 
prisoner. This interpreter. Cockeye, 
was examined as to his having con- 
veyed, or having been authorisedRto 
convey, any assent on the part of the 
niisoner to the charges made against 
Iiim by Quia Pei, of having suggest* 
cd and participated in the^ murder. 
He answered, that he did nof colft 
vey 'any such assent, neither was 
authorised to do so: on the contrary, 
the prisoner had then^as well as now, 
constantly denied all participation in 
the transaction and all knowledge of 
it, till after it was perpetrated. Here, 
Ahen, wass efid of the prisoner’s 
confession ; for if the first interpre- 
ter, through whom alone it could 
come to the others, had neither gi- 
ven it, nor been authorised to give it, 
it was of DO consequence how strong- 
ly the impression might have been 
made, nor upon how many ; it was 
but misconception more widely and 
Triore strongly diffused. After this 
derangement of the train of evidenqe^ 
which, it was understood, was to lead 
to the conviction of the prisoner, the * 
Court felt considerable embarrass- 
ment. There was not any^llateral 
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or corroborative evidencei nor any 
matter of fact, nor circumstance af- 
fecting the prisoner. To put 1j[ues- 
ticrns to him with a view to inform 
the Court, would have the effect of 
inducing him to give answers tend- 
ing to CT^iinate himself, which was 
. eontrsTry to the spirit and principles 
^ of British justice ; or, if he was 
.'sufficiently artful, to frame answers 
for the purpose, he would thus de- 
prive the Court of the little mat- 
ter of evidence already in its pos- 
se.^sion, or destroy its effect. The# 
matter of evidence of wJiich the 
Court seemed to be previously in 
possession, consisted of a supposed 
asgent on the parr of tlie prisoner to 
his Slaving held previoifs communi- 
cation with Quia Pei, on the design 
afterwarcls executed, of putting Zon- 
gobia to death ; and of an admission 
of being at the time near the spot 
wlTfere the murder*was perpetrated, 
with a pot and a knife, and of having 
gone subsequently to the spot when 
tailed. JL£ the Court and the #ury 
satisfied of the fact of this 
previous communication and concert 
m the design on the part of the pri- 
soner, and of his subsequent pre- 
sence near tli^ place where the mur- 
der was perpetrated, so as to be witta- 
in call, and to have joined on being 
called, the concurrence would be 
^sufficient to establish the^prisoner’d 
guilt. But it was found necessary to* 
refer again to the prisoner in respect 
to these points, and his answer^ con- 
veyed a distinct denial of his having 
held any communication respecting 
the murderous design, previous to 
fhe perpetration of the murder ; as 
also of having in any way partici- ^ 
pated ilk the act, or maving knowft 
.of *it, till after it was perpetrated, 
'when he was called the perpe- 
trator or perpetrators, and invited 
to join in the horrid feast, which 
lie says'^c. refused on the express 


ground of a persuasion in his coun- 
try that eating human flesh would 
cause madness, his country being 
not the country of Quia Pei, where* 
human flesh is eaten, but bordering 
upon it. Thus, unless it is supposed 
that the prisoner had sufficient cun- 
ning, under all the difficulties of very 
imperfect interpretation, through t^o 
successive stages, to collect the bear- 
ings of the points of evidence on 
tvhich the Court particularly dwelt, 
so as to frame his statements and 
allegations in the manner best cal- 
culated to save himself, and with 
this view to retract ultimately what 
he was understood to have freely 
admitted at first, there was no evi- 
dence against the prisoner beyond 
the accusation of the chief perpe- 
trator, which was not supported and 
confirmed by other testimony. It 
would be for the Jury to consider 
whether the circumstances of pre- 
vious communication and subse- 
quent pi^sence near the spot at 
the tiin^whcn the murder was per- 
petrated, and junction with the 
perpetrator or perpetrators/ upon 
being caTled, had been at first free- 
ly admitted^ and afterwards artfully 
retracted by the prisoner. If those 
facts were established, the succes- 
sive train and concert marked in 
them would connect the prisoner 
sufficiently with the act ; but consi- 
dering the way in which any know- 
ledge that might have been had of 
these matters waS obtained, it would 
probably appear too slight a founda- 
tion for pronouncing the prisoner 
guilty. • ^ 

The Jury retired, and after an ab- 
^seu/:e of about half an hour, return- 
ed their verdict — QaiLty of assisting, 
Th« Chief-Justice infijrmed them 
that this verdict could not be recei- 
ved. The indictment charged the pri- 
soner, not as assisting, but as the ac- 
•tual perpetrator of the murder, and 
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as such alone the only verdict that 
the Jury could regularly give, or that 
the Court could receive, was, sim- 
ply, one of Guilty or of Not Guilty. 
The Chief- Justice said, that although 
he conceived he had already marK- 
ed, as distinctly as he could, with- 
out appearing to dictate to the Jury, 

■ his sense of the insufficiency of the 
"'“"STidence to convict the prisoner, he 
thought it right now, lest there 
should be any misconception, to say 
so expressly. It was not sufficient. 

The Jury retired again, and re- 
/ turned in less than half an hour, 
with a verdict— GMz7/y. 

The Chief- Justice observed, on re- 
ceiving this verdict, that it would be 
incumbent on him, in the ordinary 
course of his duty, forthwith to pass 
sentence of death upon the prison* 
cr, in one of the most awful for'i^s 
prescribed by law; but the same 
statute which enjoined that course of 
proceeding, gave a power to the 
Judge to postpone the judgment if 
he should see sufficient caAse. Af- 
ter the opinion which he (the Chief- 
Justice) had expressed of the insuffi- 
ciency of the evidence, he would act 
very inconsistently with h'mself if he 
did not avail himself of this power : 
he therefore postponed the judg- 
ment 


Thomas Cole, the foreman of the 
Jury, was a white paian, the other 
jurorc were coloured men of the set- 
tlement. 

On the last day of the Session, 
previous to the passing of th;e sen- 
tences on the other convicts, the 
Chief-Justice inlTimated, tnat it was 
thought proper to refer the care of 
Pei, with his (the Chief- Justice’s) 
exception to the verdict of the Jury, 
and the grounds, thereof, to superior 
aut{iorityin England. A statement 
,pf the case, with the evidence and a 
copy of t,he indictment duly authen- 
ticated, having been soon after placed 
in the hands of the Governor for that 
purpose, the same was transmitted 
by his Excellency to Earl Bathil^t, 
his Majesty’s principal Secretary of 
State for the Colonial Dejiartment. 
Earl Bathurst, in consideration of the 
circumstances, thought it incumbent 
on aim to recommend Pei to his Itoyal 
Highness the Prince Regent for his 
Majesty’s most gracious pardon. 
Th(^pardon was duly received, ao 
compnnied by an official leitcr^to 
Excellency, and the prisoner ' was, 
in consequence, liberated withoot 
delay. 
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• 'Malicious Arrest. 

^ Court of King^s Bench^ Guildhalt^ 
Tuesday^ January 19. (Before 
Lord Chief Justice Abbot and a, 
Special Jury.) 

Marquis D’Aoust, v, Elmore. 

This was an action brought to re- 
cover damages for a malicious arrest, 
without any reasopable cause. 

i'^tr Gurney stated, that the plain- 
tiil* in this cause was a nobleman of 
distincticAi in France, and the defen- 
dant a horse-dealer of sotpe celebrity 
in London. The insult and injury 
which his client ha^ sustained, from 

• the improper conduct of the defen- 
dant, were such as most imperiously 
filled for redi*e8s. The Marquis d^- 
Aous^h£fti come to England in Sep- 

it^nber 1817, partly with a view of 
visiting the country, but chiefly to 
purchase some English hunters, 
which of late^years have become of 
high repute upon the Continent. 
fui^tlvsrance of this object, he was re- 
commended by one of his friends, a 
Mr Bradley by naAe, to# visit the. 
Stables of Mr Elmore, the defendant 
in this cause ; and he did so visit them, 
accompanied by Mr Bradley, -who, 
as the Marquis could not speak much 
English, served as interpreter be- 
; tween the two parties. Two horses, 
one a brown, the other a baf, which 
"Nijere at that time in. Mr Elmore’s 
stables, particularly attracted the n^on 
ticoof Ae Marquis, who said, that 
if he liked their action in the field, 

• he would give two hundreJandtwenty 

• guineas for them. In order to aflbrd 
the Marais an opportunity of jud- 


ging of their merits, the defendant’s 
brother mounted one of them, set 
his groom-boy on the other, rode 
them into some fields at no great dis- 
tance from his stables, in Duke- 
street, ’Manchester-squarc, and there 
galloped them for some time. This 
was not, however, sufficient to satisfy 
the French nobleman, who, as he 
was purchasing hunters, wislied to 
see how<hey would leap as well as 
how they would gallop. He there- 
fore desired Mr John Elmore to leap 
Qne of the hedges in the field, which 
thift gentleman promised to do, but 
fj^rgot to perform ; be made, how- 
ever, several abortive attempts to 
clear it, but succeeded in none, 
owing, as Mr Elmore himself confess- 
ed, to the weak state of his nerves. 
The Marquis was much displeased 
at this trifling, and asked him, 
through Mr Bradley, if he did not 
intend to l(*t the horses leap, why he 
Imd given iRem the trouble of go- 
ing into the country. To this Mr 
Elmore made no other answer than 
this, that they might fcap the horses 
themselves if they choosed, but for 
himself he must decline, as his nerves 
•mere not too strong. The Marquis 
and Mr Bradley* did not however 
follow Mr Elmore’s advice; they 
did not leap the horses, though they 
did mount them tq try their paces : 
and the result was, that the Marquis 
determined not to buy the brown 
nor?e, though he thought of making 
an offcf for the bay. This was af- 
terwards on the same da}^ communi- 
cated to Mr John Elmore, but no 
bargain was then entered into. The 
Marquis wa«,‘ therefore, not a little 
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surprised at being arrested, within 
two or three days of this circum- 
stance, at the suit of Mr George El- 
more, for the cost of two horses af- 
firmed to have been delivered to him 
by the defendant in the present ac- 
tion. He was in custody for some 
hours on this process, and was not 
released til) he had deposited the 
money for which he was arrested, in 
the hands of the sheriff. So shocked 
was be at the treatment whiclh he 
had received, that he left England 
in the course of a few days, under 
the impression that it was one of the 
most inhospitable countries in the 
globe. Before he left it, however, 
he left orders with a mos( respect- 
able solicitor to defend the action 
which had been brought against him, 
as he was determined that Mr El- 
more’s scheme of bullying him into 
buying the horses should not be at- 
tended with the slightest succesl. 
When Mr Elmore found this to be 
the case, he never dared to proceed 
in the action, though the money re- 
mained deposited, and would have 
been immediately paid over to him 
had he proved successful. He had 
since discontinued the action, and 
paid his (Mr Gurney’j'j client for 
that discontinuance. If he had ac- 
tually sold him the horses, was it 
probable that die would have acted 
ID such a manner ? and if he had not 
sold him them, was it to be tolerated 
that such an outrage as this should 
be committed in a^country like Eng- 
land with impunity ? He (Mr Gur- 
ney) trusted that the jury would, if 
he made out by evidence what he 
had as^serted in his speech, show by 
their .verdict of that day the decided 
abhorrence in which they held the 
brutal conduct jf the defendant El- 
more. 

Mr Gurney then called his wit- 
nesses ; on which Mr Thomas pro- 
duced an office copy of the writ, ex- 


amined with the original ; Mr Wil- 
son, a sheriff’s officer, the warrant ; 
Mr .Duke, the bailbond ; and. Mr 
William Romley, the copy of judg- 
ment of non-pros.y which had *been 
sued out in the different periods of 
the cause of “ Elmore v. D’/toust.” 

Mr Spurr, of. the firm of Kcarsey 
and Spurr, then deposed, that in’ 
consequence of his signing judgment 
of non-pros.^ the defendant’s attorney 
had paid him nine pounds for taxed 
costs; the Marquis was, however, 
still fifteen pounds out of pocket, in 
consequence of that arrest, not to 
say any thing of the fee which had 
been paid on the bailbond. 

On Mr Scarlett making an obser- 
vation in t|^is stage of the bufiH^4-ss, 
that no proof had been exhibited of 
the affidavit to hold the Marquis to 
bail, Mr Gurney declared his inten- 
tion to calf Mr Bartlett, defendant’s 
attorney, to prov^ it. „ 

Mr Bartlett then deposed, that Mr 
John Elmore, defendant’s assistant, 
gave him instructions. to arrest thp 
Marquis ; he had no authc.rity from 
Mr George Elmore, the defendalft, 
personally. 

Joseph Bradley, Esq. had known 
the plaintiff for sevcr^^tl years, who is 
of great distinction in France. He 
accompanied him on the 24th of Sep- 
tember 1817, to defendant’s stables, 
jWdierc he ^witness) acted as interpre- 
ter. A brown horse first attracted 
their notice, and afterwards a bay 
one for the brown one hundred and 
fifty guineas were asked, for the bay 
one hundred and eighty. The 
Marquis said that he would give two 
hundred and twenty guineas for the 
two, if he liked their action. IV^ 
Eimore would not at first -accede fo 
this proposal, but showed •them to 
two other gentlemen then in the 
yard, one of whom he understood to 
be a Mr Lee, of Bexley, in Kent. 
After this he took witn^« into a 
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■table, and eqdeavoured to make 
him offer a large price, by saying 
that .Mr Lee wo*uld give one r^in- 
dred and fifty guineas for the brown, 
if the Marquis did not purchase it. 
-The Marquis, however, told him, 
(witness,) not to make any advance 
in his oHer ; and wlten Mr Elmore 
found that the Marquis was resolute, 
r^e said that he would take the two 
Hundred and twenty guineas. This 
was communicated by witness to the 
Marquis, who said, that before he 
closed the bargain he must see tbe 
horses leap, as they were wanted for 
hunting. It was therefore* agreed 
that the horses should be saddled 
and taken into thje fields. While 
thiisr^^as doing, witness and the • 
'Marquis stood in the gateway. John 
Elmore came up to them while there, 
and said, that if the Marquis would 
give him ten pounds more when he 
rctiyned to Englan^, if he liked the 
Jiorscs, he might take them on trial 
for two hundred and twenty guineas; 
i^he did not like them, he (Elmore) 
would thtfn take them back, and re- 
rdtn tlie Marquis his money. The 
Marqifis not liking this proposition 
rejected it, and 4;he horses were in 
consequence t^k^n into a field, call- 
ed Harper’s held, about three quar- 
ters qf a mile from Elmore^s stables.* 
When they arrived there, Elmore 
galloped the hdrsc rdlind it^ said that , 
he could find no hedge at which to 
leap, and proposed goin§ into the 
Grand Junction ground. Wiuiess 
then desired him to leap the gate or 
ditch leading to it; he said that he 

• would leap it from tlie other side. 

* There was a hedge in that field, to 
“^•iHhich Mr Elmore rode, as witness 

supposed, ‘ with intention of leapiifg. 
it, Abut instead of doing so, he gal- 
lojKd through a gap. Witness said to 
•him, “ Will you leap, if ycJu please?” 

. “ said he, •• my nerves are not 
strong enough It was a low hedge, 


and need not have frightened him. 
Witness then said, Why did you 
come here if you did not intend to 
leap the horses ? It was the wish of 
the Marquis to see the horses leap, 
and you won’t let them.” He then 
said, that the Marquis and witness 
might leap them: but for himself, he 
generally leaped his horses in tlie 
riding'school, and not id the fields. 
The Marquis, was much displeased. 
Xiie Marquis and witness mounted 
the brown horse, hut neither of them 
liked it much. Mr Elmore thcn'lcd 
*the Marquis out of the field, and at 
the same time rode offat a very quick 
pace on the bay. The Marquis then 
dismounted, gave his horse to the 
boy, and also his card ; and added, 
that he would give one hundred gui- 
neas for the brown, if he might be 
allowed to make trial of it. This 
was on the 24th September ; on the 
27th the Marquis was arrested at 
defendant’s suit, at dinner, at Mori- 
son’s hotel, in the presence of wit- 
ness. 

Cross-examined by Mr Scarlett.-— 
He was not bail for the Marquis. 
The Marquis was so much alarmed 
at the insult offered to his person, 
that he Icf^England immediately, 
though nof before he had put two 
hundred and fifty guineas into Mf 
Spurr’s hands. He never left the 
gateway at all, during this transac- 
. tioh, nor had he ever any conversa- 
tion with Mr Elmore abqut keeping 
th^se horses at li^ry in his stables, 
in case the Marquis shouldbuy them. 

Mr Gurney here declared his case 
to be closed. 

Mr Scarlett the^ rose on Jbehalf 
of defendant, and rented his defence 
\n tfiese points : first, that Elmore 
had c^her actually*sold them, or 
firmly believed that he had; second- 
ly, that as Elmore could have sold 
mem to another gentleman for the 
same price,«11e had no occasion to 
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have cbmmenced proceedings a- 
gainst the Marquis, if his wish had 
been merely to extort money ; third- 
ly, that no prejudice ought to be ex- 
cited against his client from his dis- 
continuing the action, as it had been 
done by the advice of his attorney, 
who told him that he had better drop 
the action, as he had an opportunity 
of selling the horses to advantage. 
He stated, that under these circum- 
stances he did not expect they wou^^d 
be of opinion, that the arrest in ques- 
tion was either malicious or without, 
any reasonable or probable cause ; 
or that it was in any respect a trick 
to extort money. The remainder 
of his defence will be best understood 
by the following abstract of the evi- 
dence which he called : — 

Mr John Elmore, brother of the 
defendant, said that he recollected 
the Marquis d’Aoust and Mr Brad- 
ley coming to his stables in Septem- 
ber ISIS, and looking at his horses. 
Mr Savigniac, a Mr Lee, and a Mr 
Gibson, were then present. Witness 
asked two hundred and forty gui- 
neas for the two horses, and never 
demanded one liundred and fifty for 
one, and one hundred and eighty for 
the nther of them. Vhe Marquis 
ofifered two hundred gliineas for 
them. Witness advised them to 
make up their'minds quickly, as ano- 
ther gentleman was inquiring anxi- 
ously about the horses. He did hot 
himself understand French, and so 
conversed "with Mr Bradley only. 
Mr Bradley said that the Marquis 
would take the horses for two hun- 
dred and twenty guineas without a 
trial, if they wei^e warranted sound. 
After agreeing on the price, Bradley 
said the Marquis was not leaving cbwn 
immediately, and wished to^now 
what he would charge for each horse 
at livery. Witness replied, •• one 
guinea per week.” The two gcntlc- 
then went away for half an hour,^ 


and be considered the horses to be 
then standing at the expense of the. 
Marquis, and not of his brother. In 
consequence of this idea, he refused 
to treat with any gentleman on the^ 
subject. Shortly afterwards they 
came buck, and desired two of de- 
fendant’s men 'to lead them over the 
stones. Witness replied, that hp 
would set his boy on one of them, 
and to oblige them would ride the 
other himself.. Nothing was then 
sa^id about any leaping, nor is it cus- 
tomary to allow a gentleman to leap 
a horse^which he has not purchased, 
over a hedge. W'hcn they got to 
the fielj, tliey.asked witness to leap 
a small ditch, which he did; they 
then wished him to leap a bantif^vith^ 
a ditch on both sides, which he re-' 
fused to do, deeming it ufisafe ; and 
as he persisted in refusing, the pro- 
position was at last dropped. After 
they had moun'^ed the horses, ♦and 
rode once or twice round the field,p 
witness asked leave to return home 
to attend to his business. They 
granted it, and dismountcc?, opwh^li 
he pot on the bay horse and trotted 
quiitly home, leaving the brown 
horse and his boy with them. In a- 
boiit twenty minutes^ afterwards, the 
brown horse was returned with a 
message, that the gentleman would 
not have either of tlie horses. Wit- 
ness wrote on Ctie subject that after- 
noon to the Marquis, but never re- 
ceived an^ answer ; he also went to 
his hotel, but had not the pleasure . 
of finding him at home. The next 
day, the interpreter, Mr Bradley, 
and another gentleman, came to hi^ 
stables, but he did not see them. 
Witness made affidavit to hold tkj 
JMfarquis to bail, conceiving tfie 
Marquis to have made a formal con- 
tract for. the horses; if he had nW, 
he would Have treated with Mr Sa- 
vigniac for the sale of them. After 
the Marquis had gone a^.oad, he 
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sold the brown horse to the Marquis 
^of Blandford for, one .hundred and 
fiRy guineas, and the other to Mil- 
ton, the horse-dealer, for one hun- 
dred. His brother did not proceed 
^n the action because he had an op- 
portunity of selling the horses. 

fross.examined by^Mr Gurney — 
He is pot a partner with his brother ; 
i:lieither does he receive any commis- 
sion for the sale of horses. Not a 
syllable was said in (he yard about 
leaping the horses in the field. 

Mr iiartlett, defendant’s attorney, 
again examined. — The decjaratioii 
was delivered before the horses were 
‘ sold, and they wercsold by his advice. 

Cross-examined by Mr Gurney. — 
Meif^'s Kcarsey and Spurr desired 
him to take measures for going to 
trial in th^ first sittings in Michael- 
mas term. This, it was proved by 
his own letter, harf been declined ; 
JiM 4 ilso wished to ^now from them 
•whether M. d’Aoust w ould pay thirty 
guineas and the costs to be released 
iV)m his bargain. 

Mr Charles Savigniac was present 
5t'*Elmore*s livery- stables while the 
Marquis and the interpreter ^ere 
there looking at the two horses in 
question. Pdr^lohn Elmore told him 
that the Marquis d* Aoust had agreed, 
to pip’chase both for two hundred 
and twenty guineas. He believed 
they were sold. Elftiore ^ked one 
hundred and fifty guineas for the 
brown horse. They were certainly 
cheap for two hundred and twi^nty 
guineas. 

David Gibson was at the stables 
. all the time that Mr Savigniac, Mr 
Bradley, and the Marquis were. He 
'^'>onsidered that the horses were sold, 
am heard nothing about Icapirfg. 
thlm. Bradley said, “ We will take 
tAiise horses without trial, on condi- 
* tilfn that you warrant them sound.” 
Elmore said, that he would give a 
stanipediiieccipt to that effect. He 


then heard the conversation (pre- 
viously detailed by Elmore) about 
the livery. , 

Cross-examined by Mr Gurney.— 
He is a journeyman .stationer, in 
Thames-street, and does not trade 
for himself ; is intimate with John 
Elmore, but not with his brother 
George; and is not often at their 
stables, though he happened to call 
on that day. 

«TheLord Chief-J'iistice here inter- 
posed, and asked Mr Gurney, whe- 
tlicr this had not more the look of a 
misunderstanding than a malicious 
arrest, without any reasonable or 
probable cause. 

MrGurneysubmitted, that nothing 
had yet appeared, as he would short- 
ly prove, inconsistent with the case 
which he had previously stated. 

Thomas Clark was next called, 
and corroborated the testimony 
which Mr John Elmore and Mr 
Gibson had given, regarding the pre- 
tended warranty, and the price per 
week for the horses standing at livery* 
As it appeared from some evidence 
which had been given at an early 
period of the trial, and which was 
not in other points very material, 
that this witless understood French, 
and had been sent into a stable by 
Mr, John Elmore to listen to the con- 
versation between Mr Bradley and 
. the Marquis, he was severely cross- 
..extrmined upon the point, especially 
as he swore positively that he heard 
the bargain made, for two hundred 
and twenty guineas between the Mar- 
quis and Mr Bradley. 

The defendant’s case being now 
closed, Mr Gurney rose in reply. He 
said, that on a review of evidence, 
^nd-’on a comparison of testimony, 
the jury could have'^no difficulty in 
determining which of the ^wo parties 
they ought to believe. If they re- 
collected all the circumstances of his 
ensf , they must infer the malice from 
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the want of all probable cause for 
the arrest. The transaction occur- 
red on the 24<th of September, and 
the arrest .took place on the 27th. 
On the 7th of November, the attor- 
ney of the Marquis desired to bring 
on the trial in the Sittings for 
Michaelmas Term ; but to this the 
defendant in this, and the plaintiff 
in that action, refused to accede. In 
January, the declaration was deliver- 
ed ; and in the Eaiier term follovring, 
the Marquis was obliged to rule them 
to join issue. This they also declin- 
ed, and in consequence the Marquis 
signed judgment of 7ion-j)ros. What 
defence then does Mr Elmore now 
set up for this discontinuance ? 
Why, that he had sold the horses 
very advantageously, and yet he re- 
fuses to produce either the buyer or 
the receipt for the money. Mr Gur- 
ney then proceeded to comment 
upon the evidence of the different 
witnesses, and expressed himself in 
very strong terms regarding that of 
Mr John Elmore, whom he called a 
dandy horse-dealer,” a most finish- 
ed representative of all horse-dealers 
whatsoever, and a fit character for 
the stage of either Drury-lane or Co- 
vent-garden. He contrasted the 
story which he had told with that 
told by Mr Bradley, who had very 
often in the course of the trial been 
scoflSngly styled tlie interpreter, 
though in fact he was no interpreter, 
but a gentle^man of independent for- 
tune. He said tbgt it had a very 
suspicious look with it, that the de- 
fendant had not produced the boy 
who was on the field with him, and 
whose r testimony must have ma- 
terially. corroborated his own, had it 
been correct. He also showed, that * 
though Mr John Elmore had sworn 
that he had never asked on& hun- 
dred and fifty pounds for the brown 
horse, the testimony of his own wit- 
..ess, Mr Savigniac, proved that he. 


had. The story of leading the horses 
over the stones for the Marquis Bn4 
MrtBradley to mount, was also very 
improbable : if it were true, they 
must have returned immediately af- 
ter that measure was effected. Was 
that the case ? No ; and he might in- 
fer from that proceeding, that ,tlie 
horses wore taken out to try their 
leaping, and that no contract fpr- 
their sale had been made. Mr Gur- 
ney then finished a very long and a- 
nimated speech, by informing the 
jury that witnesses were not to be 
numbered but weighed ; tliat the a- 
mount of damages was much beneath 
his client’s notice, and by conjuring 
them not to let foreigner wdien he 
came to ark for justice ask foV it in 
vain. 

The Lord Chief-Justice then sum- 
med up th^ case, and the jury return- 
ed a verdict foi#the plaintiff — Da- 
mages LAOO* ^ 


Gambling. ' , ^ 

Court of Common Pleas, Tuesday , 
Fch. Ifi. (Before 6’ir li, Dallas, 
Chief Justice 't, 

t 

CHRISTIE V. JONES. , 

This was an fiction brought by Mr 
Christie, the auctioneer, to recover 
from the defendant L. 509, which, 
being money belonging to him, was, 
he alleged, won by the defendant at 
games of cards, of his clerk, at dif- 
ferent times and places. 

Mr Sergeant Copley stated this 
curious case, which is dettailed in t^ 
fallowing evidence ^ n . 

William Rickards said, he hadliocii 
servant to Mr Christie seven y^rs. 
He was discharged at the end of July 
last. In his situation as clerk be was 
in the habit of receiving #?-oney due 
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to Mr Christie, as an auctioneer, to a 
considerable amount. The various 
sums were paid on account of jewals, 
pictures, and property, sold in Pall- 
mall. The witness had known the 
(FerendaiU between one and two 
years. The defendant lived in Pdll- 
malj, and* kept a billiard tablet The 
witness Jiad played with him on many 
A>c.casions at cards. lie played with 
him for money about the 22d of 
April last. The defeydant knew he 
was a clerk, but did not know he re- 
ceived his master*s money. The 
first time he played with Jiim at 
cards, was at the Star and Garter, 
'Pall-mall. They played at cribbage, 
and the witness lost L- 30, the money 
of hisiemploycr, Mr Jamas Christi^. 
He met him again about the 30th of 
April, andr playing again with Mr 
Christie’s money, lost L.7(V On that 
occasion they began wilhL.5 a game, 
aw4'<increased it toL.^0 and L.15. He 
met the defendant also at lledford’s 
Rooms, in Pall-mall, and played with 
him till a late hour. Two of the de- 
fendanrs l5Vothcrs were present, and 
he believed Mr Bedford was there, 
but could not speak positively. The 
witness also played with a friend of 
Jones’s, who introduced to him. 
This friend pretended ignorance o^, 
the gatne, and it was understood that 
he was from the country. The de- 
fendant proposed his* friend should 
pTay for him, and the witness should 
give lij'm two holes at cribbage; 
leaving him at the same time at li- 
berty to^ instruct him in his play. 
The witness was a winner on that oc- 
•casion to the amount of L. 60, part 
of which remained unpaid, bift Jones 
\ 3 ^\ it ne\t day. On the 1st of 
Ju he flayed with the defendant’s- 
friAd.onThe same principle he had 
. pl^ed before. The stakes were 
hWme good by the defendant : on 
that occasion he lost L.]25, which 
wag Mr Gbristie’g money. He wqs 


unable to pay L. 15 of the lost money 
that night, butThe next day he met 
the defendant, and paid him L. 15 
out of Mr Christie’s money. Upon 
another occasion he played with the 
defendant’s friend, at the sign of the 
Haunch of \ enison, in Brook-street, 
for L. 150. The defendant put down 
the stakes. The witness lost L. 80, 
which was Mr Christie’s money. He 
remembered going with a L. 100 
Bank-note, which he had taken at 
Ransom and Morland’s, in payment 
^of a check given by Mr Woodburn, 
of St. Martin’s-lanc, for property 
bought of Mr Christie. He lost the 
note in question to the defendant. 

John Langdon, anotheV clerk to 
Mr Christie, was at the Haunch of 
Venison, in Brook-strcct : he went by 
invitation of Rickards, and met him 
tbens, playing with the defendant. 
A Mr Davidson was also present. 
Davidson was the friend of the de- 
fendant. About 12 o’clock Rickards 
went nut for money, and came back 
with a supply, which he lost. 

Mr Sergeant Vaughan addressed 
the Jury for the defendant, and con- 
tended that no credit ought to be 
given to sush a person as Rickards, 
who came intb Court as a witness, to 
avoid a prosecution for felony. He 
called no witnesses. 

The Chief- Justice Jirew the atten- 
• tion of the jury to the main features 
•of the case; namely, the credit due 
to the principal witness.. It would 
bo dangerous, he taid, to the public 
interest to hold that a person who 
had been decoyed into a gaming- 
house and led to cqpimit crime, was 
not to be received as a ^tness. 
transactions similar to that before 
then? in general took place at mid- 
night, imd persons wRb became dupes 
of the aesigning gamester^ere, per- 
haps, the l)est witnesses to bring of- 
fenders to justice. Independently of 
^11 other esnsiderations, the jurjT 
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fvould find the witness Rickards con- 
firmed by other witnesses. If the 
jury had a doubt, they would give 
the defendant the benefit of it ; if they 
had not, they ought to find a verdict 
for the plaintiff. If they did find 
for the plaintiff, they might rest on 
their pillows with the consolation 
that they had rendered a service to 
the public. 

The Jury, without hesitation, 
found a verdict for the plaintifi' — 
Damages L. 509. 


Liability of Surgeons. 

1 

Court of Kin^^ Bench^ Saturday^ 
February ^27. ( Before Lord Chif- 
Justice Abbott^ at GidldhalL) 

o 

Neate V. Pettigrew. 

This was an action against the de- 
fendant, a surgeon, to recover da- 
mages for his negligence and \vant of 
skill in the care of the plaintiff, who 
having dislocated his shoulder, em- 
ployed the defendant to reduce the 
dislocation ; but in con«?equcnce of 
his want of skill, the plaintiff' wholly 
lost the use of his arm. 

Mr Scarlett, with whom was Mr 
Tindal, stated the circumstances of 
the case. The plaintiff' was a re- 
spectable artisan, and had been em- 
ployed as ‘engineer and brass-foun- 
der in a large lulinufactory in the 
city, and by his industry was enabled 
to earn about four guineas a-week. 
On Sunday, the 11th of July last, he 
was returning home about twelve 
o’clock at night, in a gig with 
friend, and by some accident the 
vehicle was upset on Bla^difriars 
Bridge; in consequence of which the 
plaintifPs right shoulder was dislo- 
cated. He was carried, in great 
'pain, to the house of his" friend, wdia 


resided in Fleet street. Surgical as- 
sistance was imirediately sent fop, 
bitt the messenger having gone to 
two or three other surgeons, none of 
whom could be found at home, 
went to the house of the defendant, 
who then kept a surgeon^s and apo- 
thecary’s shop in Fleet-street, aMhe ‘ 
corner of Shoe-lane, and on inqui- 
ring for him, the answerwas, that he* 
was ill in bed, but his assistant un- 
dertook to attend the patient. He 
was immediately conducted to the 
plaintiff, who was then lying in the 
greatest agony, and attempted to re- 
duce the dislocation ; but appear- 
ing to bungle the operation, he Vas 
asked, whether he had ever set a dis- 
location before, and he answered, 
fifty times before. After nulling and 
dragging the arm for abolit an hour 
and three* quarters, during which 
time the plaintiff' was under the most 
excruciating terture, he said* •flit, 
di.slocation was reduced, bandaged 
the shoulder, and then went away 
for the night. The plaintiff’ havii.g 
passed a dieadfiil niglit, the next 
day he was worse, and on thp third 
day the defendant himself paid him 
a vi^it, and after looking at the shoul- 
der, appeared quite 'latisfied that all 
^as right ; assured his patient that 
he would be well enough in ter. days 
to go out, and in throe months Avould 
recover llic perfect use of his arm. 
He continued to use the defendant's 
prescriptions for about seven weeks, 
wheh finding himself no better, he 
consulted Mr Gilham, a surgeon in 
Biackfriars-road, who, on looking at 
the shoulder, immediately discover- . 
ed that 'it had never been set, thftt.., 
all the infiammatiun had subsid^^ 
and that the end of theb.one If id 
formed a new bed for itself in’.Wie 
muscles, and had be/some fixed \by ^ 
the osseous matter which surround- 
ed it. In a case so extraordinary 
Mr Gilham did not like Ic^ct upon 
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lii« own judgment, and feeling for 
the reputation of Mr Pettigrew, but 
still more regarding the lii'e ofsthc 
laintiiF, he determined to consult 
Ir Cline ; and upon considering the 
*case, with another eminent surgeon, 
it was determined to attempt the ex^ 
perimenjt of the pulley, totry, if pos- 
siGle, Jo reduce the dislocation ; but 
. ^tcr the plaintiff was again subject- 
e*d to tile most excruciating pain, the 
operation wholly failed. Since then 
the plaititiff's arm had withered, and 
he had now only the use of the el- 
boW'joint, in underhand motions. 
The plaintiff was a married man, with 
• three children, who were wholly de- 
pendent upon his jndustry for sup- 
port.| In consequence qf this mis- 
fortune he was thrown out of em- 
ployment,* and reduced almost to 
beggary, from having been able to 
live with comfort and decency. Un- 
circumstapees he appealed 
.to the jury for such damages as his 
pitiable case seemed to demand, in 
cjinscquence of the gross ignorance 
and negli|»ence of the defendant. No 
money that the jury could give would 
be an Vlequate recompence for^he 
loss of a right arm ; but the case of 
the plaintiff Wci^sl ill more deplorable 
when it was considered, that through, 
the defendant's ignorance he was de- 
prived of the power of maintaining 
ids family. Since tTiis ur^brtunate , 
Occurrence, the defendant Iiad reti- 
red from business, and had sold his 
practice for L.GCO, It should seem, 
thercforii, that he was in a condition 
to pay large damages ; and if the evi- 
. dence made out the case so stated, 

■ he was persuaded that the jury would 
^el great pleasure in giving such 
db^ages as would operate as a whole-. 

' some exct^nple, at least, to ignorant 
pr^titioners, and afibrd some com- 
■][^sation for the plaintiflTs grievous 
injuries. 

Mr Vai^denburgh, the plaintifTa 


friend, who was with him at the time* 
of the accident, proved the circum- 
stances which came under his know- 
ledge. 

Mr Gilham, the surgeon of Black- 
friars-road, also confirmed Mr Scar- 
lett’s statement, as to that part of the 
case which related to the subsequent ^ 
treatment of the plaintiff. The de- 
fendant was a very old man. 

Mr Cline gave evidence to the 
snHTic effect. On his cross-examina- 
tion, he said it was possible, in the 
^case of a lusty patient, and where 
there was a great deal of inflamma- *' 
lion, for a skilful surgeon not to be 
able to ascertain immediately whe- 
ther a dislocation of the shoulder was 
reduced ; but with accurate observa- 
tion, even in such a case, it was easy 
t 4 ascertain whether the bone was in 
its proper place. Here, however, 
the observation could not apply, be- 
cause the plaintiff was a thin spare ^ 
man, and it was impossible for any 
surgeon of competent skill in his pro- 
fession to be mistaken. He was of 
opinion, that the plaintiff’s disloca- 
tion had never been reduced. The 
plaintiff had completely lost the use 
of his arm 4^r all purposes in which 
it was neccssclry to raise the*)iand a- 
bove the chest ; he might use it in 
underhand motions. 

The foreman in the house in which 
the plaintifl’ had been employed sta- 
• ti'd^ that the plaintiff' was a most 
skilful and scientific worj^man, and 
could earn four guineas a-wcek. He 
had been seventeen *ycars in the 
house, and his employers had never 
been able to find a^suificient substi- 
tute in his branch of the mawufac- 
^ture. He had been an industa’ious 
and Respectable man, and, in the o- 
pinion of witness, ^ould never be 
able toTCsume hi|emplo}vacnt. 

Mr Gurney addressed the jury in 
mitigation of damages, and urged, 
that the defchdant was a very oUr' 
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man, and was not in circumstances 
to pay large damages, for there was 
no proof that he had sold his busi- 
ness for L. 600. The misfortune 
which happened to the plaintiff was 
certainly much to be deplored ; but 
as it was an injury not arising from 
any malice or intention on the part 
of the defendant, the jury ought not 
to give any damages which would 
reduce him to beggary in the even- 
ing of life. 

The Chief- Justice summed up the 
case with strict impartiality ; and the 
Jury, after considering their verdict 
for about half an hour, found for the 
plaintiff— Damages, L.800. 


Conviction for BniBERy and 
Corruption. 

^ Exeter Asskesy March 18. (Before 
Mr Justice Halroyd^ and a Spe- 
cial Jury,) 

The King v. Sir Manasseh Mas- 
SEH Lopez, Bart, 

This indictment charged the de- 
fendant with having, by himself and 
by certain agents, corrupted and 
bribed several of the electors of the 
borough of Grampound. 

Mr Sergeant Peel opened the case 
on the part of the Crown, which*hc 
described or, one of the most impor- 
tant which had ever presented itself 
to the consideration of a jury. Here 
was conduct which struck at the very 
root of that greatest blessing of our 
constitution, the freedom of election. 
The subject of representation ^hacl 
been much discussed, and various were 
the opinions eritertained upan that 
subject ; but all mipt agree, that the 
best way of preserving the purity of 
representation was to visit severely 
Yets like those with wlifch the defen-. 


dant stood charged, in every instance 
in which they shoqld, by good for- 
tune, be detected. The borough of 
Grampound (the Learned Sergeant 
continued) contained sixty voters,^ 
claiming that right in respeq): of be- 
ing freemen. In ‘November 1815, a 
meeting todk place between Sir 
Lopez and a man of the name of 
Hoare, who would be called as a wit- 
ness. Hoare being a voter of Gram- 
pound, the objept of the meeting was 
to adjust terms for bringing Sir M, M, 
Lopez in for the borough. This was 
to be eflructed by a loan of L.2000 
to the electors; this loan being really 
a gift, and the price of their vot«s. 
In addition to the evidence of Mr 
Hoare and other gentlemen,, the 
Learned Sergeant would produce 
letters from Sir M. M. Lopez himself, 
w'hich coul^ leave no doubt as to the 
nature of the transaction. 

A number of, letters were 
read from Sir M. M. Lopez, and from 
Mr Hunt, his solicitor, addressed for 
the most part to Mr William Hoarv. 
By these letters, it appeared that Mr 
Hunt was the confidential solicitor of 
Sir iVL M. Lopez, and that he was the 
agent employed to manage the busi- 
ness of this election,, that L.2(X)0 
„were to be paid upon securing forty- 
five voters ; that the L.2000 were to 
be a loan, and^ to be paid by Mr 
Hunt, After expending consider- 
able sums, it appeared that Sir M. M. 
Lopez felt rather insecure as to his 
interest. Mr Teed, the present pe- 
titioner for Grampound, paM a visit 
to the borough, and Sir M. M. Lopez 
declared, in one of his letters, that 
far from being alarmed by Mr Teed*s 
journey, if that gentleman wouK'^ 
place him in the situatioil jn whim 
he stood before the commencenn/it 
of the negotiation, he (Sir M.) wou^d* 
resign his interest to him. One o? * 
these letters, in which, speaking of 
the electors of Grampound/bOir M. M. 
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Lopez says, “If they can find any 
gentleman who will pay them better, 
they. may transfer their services to 
him.” And another, in which Sir M. 
hopes he shall not be put to the ad- 
'ditional expense of a dinner to the 
voters, excited considerable merri- 
ment. . • 

Wiliam Moarc being examined b}' 

. IJJr Gaselcc, swore that he was an 
alderman ofGranipound : that in No- 
vember 181't, he w^*nt to London, 
and saw ISir M. Lopez at his ho|ise 
in Arlington-street : that he gave Sir ^ 
M. Lopez a letter ofc introduction 
from Sir John Derring; that Sir M. 

■ Loijjez said he heard there was an 
opening in the borough of Gram- 
pour^l, and that he siio*dd be com- 
ing down soon, and would see wit- 
ness on rtie business: that Sir M. 
Lopez re quested wit ness, to consult 
the rest of the magistrates and free- 
on the sul)j\ct, and write him 
,Avord : that witness then told Sir M. 
Lopez that the electors must be sa- 
tisfied, and L 2000 would he necessary 
for that purpose: tluit after he re- 
turned to Cirampound, he wrote to 
Sir iMT Lopez on the subject, auJ re- 
ceived an answer. In the beginning 
of the month December lie met 
Sir IM. Lopez at Plymouth, and sta-, 
ted tjiat he went with him to Mr 
Hunt’s olfice, where he saw Mr 
Hunt : tliat he then e?:plaMied to Sir’ 
in the [ucsence of Hunt, that the ' 
freemen wanted L. 2000, and that 
Sir M. Lopez said Hunt shouhl go 
down : that Hunt was to Grampound 
twice : tlvat on the first occasion he 
^ did not see so many of the freemen 
as he expected, and only staid a few 
c./>urs : that he afterwards met HigU 
appojntrnent at St Austel, and 
liyit came again to (Jrampound, 
tidfcre he saw about forty^of the free- 
* rlfen : that he told Hunt that the free- 
men e- pected L..50each : that Hunt 
said tha' 2 * pould not be, as tlicy 

VOL. \ir. PART II. 


could have only L.35 each; that 
Hunt then desired him (witness) to 
send the voters into the room (a room 
at an inn) one by one: that he did 
so : that Hunt’s clerk, Mr Eawde, 
and John llrowm a voter, were in the 
room, when witness left it : that Sy- 
mons was not introduced at this time: 
that he saw Sir M. Lopez some months 
after, at his seat near Plymouth, and 
that Sir M. Lopez then said, “ I have 
Scored Symons ; 1 have done some- 
thing for him here touching the 
palm of his hand : that he afterw'ards 
introduced Allen, a voter, to Hunt, 
who did not seem inclined to receive 
him, as they had already got a ma- 
jority. • 

On being cross-examined by Mr 
Adam, he said, that when Mr Teed 
SM\d Mr Laml)e, his solicitor, came 
do^ n, he told tliem he had a let- 
ter from Sir M. Lopez, in which 
Sir M. said he would relinquish his 
claim to any gentleman who would 
do bettiM' by the borough : that as he 
was bulking for this letter among o- 
thers fVom Sir M l-opez, Mr l^amhe 
said, “ 1 will look for it” : that Mr 
Lamhe then look all the letters, and 
said he woitld return them ; that they 
had not been returned ; that he was 
anxious to have them back, lest peo- 
ple should suppose he had sold them. 
When Hunt came to Grampound the 
second time, and witness sent in the 
freemen, one by one, he did not see 
any one receive money.* 

bid y(»ii receive any money ? — 
Yes, I did. 

Mr Justice Ilolroyd, — I ought to 
tell you, you are nrtL bound to answer 
any question which may erftninate 
i yoiyself. * 

Mr Adam. — T no^ put the ques- 
tion ai|ain. Did you receive any mo- 
ney ? — Witness, I do noF choose to 
answer. 

Mr Teed (examined by Mr Seg* 
•gcant Pcll)*said, that he was an un- 
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successful candidate for Grampound 
last election, and was at the present 
moment a petitioner : that in Au- 
jjust 1817, lie received from Isaac 
Watts, a voter of Grampound, a pa- 
per containing the names of the vo- 
ters, who had been bribed by Sir 
M* Lopez, and tliat Watts told him 
the respective sums paid, which he 
put down against the respective 
names : that he called on 8ir M. 
Lopez in London ; that he told Sir 
M. Lopez that he called, at the de- 
sire of Watts, to know what he (Sir 
M. Lopez) intended to do respecting 
Grampound. If he (Sir M. Lopez) 
would be content with one seat, he 
(Mr Teed) might have tlm other: 
that witness then told Sir M. Lopez 
he was acquainted with his proceed- 
ings at (iranipound, and produced 
the list he had received from Watts : 
that Sir M. Lopez merely expressed 
his surprise where the witness could 
have got so correct a list : that Sir 
M. said the sums were very correct, 
except that he had paid more to some 
than was put down, 'flie witness told 
Sir M. Lopez that he and the elec- 
tors were subject to a prosecution : 
that Sir M.I^opoz then said^he would 
protect the electors if'"it cost him 
L.100,000 : that he had taken coun- 
sels opinion, and that the electors 
wore not liable, because two years 
had elapsed since the transaction. — 
On his cross-examination by Mr A- 
dam, Mr Teed said, that he did not 
tell Sir M. Lopez tliat he should be 
prosecuted ; but only, that he was 
liable to prosecution; that the letters 
were taken fromljoareby MrLambe, 
with tiro consent of witness ; and that 
lie (witness) did not choose to return ^ 
them when he discovered their con- 
tents. , 

Mr Mom e argued on the part of 
the defendant, that the money in 
question had been given from chari- 
table motives, to assist ihc borough. 


of (rrampound, which was at that 
time in great distress. He comment- 
ed considerable length upon, the 
testimony of the various witnesses 
who had been called on the part of 
the prosecution. The Messrs Iloares, 
he said, stood convicted, by their 
owMi confession, of the very, crime 
which they w^ere attempting to charge 
upon Sir M. I.opez, and were quite 
unworthy of credit. The jury should 
be cautious. If a landlord lowered 
Jiis rents to assist his tenants, and 
w^as af terwards returned by their votes 
to Parliament^iwonld that constitute 
bribery > Where was the difterence 
in the present ease ? The lA'arned 
Counsel then compiented with some 
severity uptm the evidence of Mr 
Teed, and concluded with a hope, 
that if \ he jury entertained uny doubt 
upon the case, tliey would give the 
heiicfit of that doubt to the party ac- 
cused. ^ 

Mr Justice HolrovJ summed up 
the evidence at considerable length, 
and expressed his opinion, that if the 
witnesses were to luj relied on, the 
case had been already made out. 
The jury, without leaving the box, 
found the defendant (iiiiltij, 

N. 1). — Tn ordt r to present con- 
secutively both the trials of Sir M, 
Lopez, for bribery and corruption, 
*wc have been iniluced to infringe the 
.setics of dates, in order to accomplish 
this object. 


Bribery and Corruption. 

Devonshjre Assizes, Exeter, JVednc.y 
daij, August 4'. 

The King v. Sir Manasscii M/fs- 
SEii Lopez, Bart- 

v * 

Mr Sergeant Pell. — This infornt^ . 
tion has been instituted by the House 
ofjComraons, who have cjjJ,led in aid 
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the assistance of tlu‘ Crown for this 
purpose. Tlicy [lave thought it iheir 
duty to the commonwealth, td^sub- 
mit to a juiy this important case of 
the most flagrant and abandoned vio- 
lation of the freedom of election. The 
election for Rarnstaple took place on 
t^ie 18t>h of June 18 fS; at which time 
Sir IVJ. Lopez and Mr Ornmaney were 
.the persons returned as duly elected 
to represent the borough. The House 
of ("ommons, howey r, on a petition, 
declared that Mr Ommaiu-y ak>nc 
was duly elecied, but that Sir M.^ 
Lopez was not so, and that^uch bri- 
bery w^as proved with regard to Inoi, 
as«ilernaruledhis being oiferi'd up a vic- 
tim at the shrine (J'olFended liberty. 

Tiiie writ issued on 4hc I Itb of 
,fune: this was material with regard 
to that part of the charge which 
states him to have bet^i guilty of 
treating between tha^ time and the 
— a period w hen all such acts 

• are forbidden. Certainly, if the pu- 
rity of election could find her abode 
m any country in the world, tli.ii rest- 
ing plue^ would bo England ; an.! 
whatever wild, visionary llicori^ls 
might complain of, the complaint ex- 
isted rather in the slumber of the 
laws, than in tiire want of them. One 
or two instances like that which In# 
fondly hoped the present case would 
afford, of meritorious punislmient a- 
warded against the foul •ofierice ol* 
^corrupting the choicest birtlirighr of* 
English moji, would produce a more 
salutary reform than all such ill-cbrect- 
ed theories. The present case was in- 
deed an arduous one. There was not 
a single witness that would be called 
who would not endeavour to'protect, 
not only the defendant, but himself. ^ 
Ope, ho^ ever, he hoped, w mild enable 
liii^to connect the defendant v\iih the 

He meant Mr (iribhle, u ho 

* i^as the agent for fSir FvL i.optz at 
the <^ime. He w arned ilu' jury agaiiK^^t 
being del;«l,cd by the llimN} atten^jil 


that miglit he made to save Sir Man- 
assch from their indignation, by proof 
of his having accompanied tlie act of 
giving money to his agents, with a 
verbal proviso that he would not re- 
cognise them as his .agents in any 
acts that should endanger his scat. 
Audacious attempt to evade the laws 
of this mighty empire ! And was this 
the way in which the House of Com- 
mons was to be composed ? The infor- 
ftiation before you speaks its voice ; 
it tells you, in the thunder of indig- 
nation, that it disdains and abhors 
such efforts to corrupt its purity. If 
a person may go to a borough, and 
give so much to one — so much to an- 
other — m) much for lost time to the 
ro&ident voters — such a vialicuni to 
th(* out-voters — and save himself 
harmless from prosecution for cor- 
ruption, by simj)ly adding to his 
bribes, “ iVlmtl, I do not intend to 
endanger my s(Mt by tin’s a loop- 
hole is offered to every one to creep 
out ol’ th.-* .^Irictest einctmenis a- 
giin>t rile offence. liut, in such 
cases, till' rule held, “ (int /hi U pa' 
altwij) jheit per The learnetl 

gentleman then derailed the facts e 
the case. • 

John (Jribble. — 1 live at Barn- 
staple, am a banker, and have been 
so ever since J809.^ 1 have two 
partners, and am w'cll acquainted 
\v\{h the borough of Barnstaple.- 
The right of voting is placed in 
free men — born free, ^ipprentices, 
and freemen clu^en by the corpo- 
ration ; the number is about 570 free- 
men. More than 500 vote for the 
return of membt*rs^ 1 am a voter ; 1 
voted for Sir M. Lopez ; 1 wffs an a 
I gciy, for Sir M. Lopez at that "time 
i think there are IGC^resident voters , 
I knev| Sir M. Lopez before the elec- 
tion ; 1 rememlier the election on the 
18th of June, and shall always re- 
member it. khad seen Sir M. Lopc;?: 
•every day ITom the 10th of June till 



m 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1819. 


he left Barnstaple ; I had several in- 
terviews with him, for he had no o- 
ther person with whom he consulted 
at all ; he consulted with me about 
his election. I do not know that 
there was any particular plan deter- 
mined on by us. I keep money at 
Esdaile and Company’h. The sum 
of L.2000 was remitted to us at the 
first payment. How should I know 
whose money it was ? 1 mean to say, 

1 did not know tliat 8ir M. Lope;, 
was going to pay me through Es- 
daile’s house, but J knew that Sir M. 
Lopez intended to repay me what 
money I had advanced him. 1 paid 
the expenses of the election at Barn- 
staple, and Sir M. Lopez was of 
course to repay me them. After the 
election was over 1 hrst knew that 
the money was to be paid by Sir l\L 
Lopez. 1 remember Sir M. Lopez'-gi- 
ving me a paper before the election, 
on the JOth of June, when he came 
to Barnstaple. When he gave it me 
he said, the election ought not to 
cost more than that sum. 1 said, it 
could not be done for the money ; tiie 
money was either L.21()0 or L.22()(). 
1 have never seen the paper since. Air 
Law and tlie lleven iid A.Tr UaieJ'fl’iJ 
were present. J.aw wrote, and, 1 be- 
lieve, 1 did so too, what we thought 
tlie expenses would be. Wc showed 
him the paper; Sir M. Loptz said, he 
would not expend that sum of money. 
I told him that as there were then 
only two candidates, if there were no 
other it would nol? be so great. Sir 
M. Lopez did not take away iIil- jni- 
per: it remained with me; I saw it 
after the election ; I have searched 
for itV but cannot find it. With re- 
spect to my paper, 1 think it put iliu 
sum at L.li200. Sir i\I. Lopez took 
aw-ay the paper he brought w,'t!i him; 
J have neVer seen it since. We cal- 
culated the out votes. We paid for 
out-vorers at tin; rate of L-20 a 
mar). I paid L.1500 di* L. IGOO fo«* 


the out-voters. There was a great 
deal put down in the paper for the 
out-voters : and with respect to the 
in-voters, 1 thought it was L.3 a- 
heud ; but since that time 1 have had 
a conversation with Mr Law, and am 
rather disposed to think that it was 
L.5. When Sii* M. Lopez saw my 
paper, he said, “ 1 will not have 
one shilling expended or given, that 
will endanger my seat.” At that 
time he had the paper in his hand, 
T think. 1 said that 1 understood 
there had been L.3 a man given at 
the preceding election, and asked 
him if he meant to do the same again, 
lie made no reply ; indeed, I do not 
think he heard my. 1 paid for the 
expenses ok the election L.30i8 and 
^ome odd shillings. 1 have been re- 
paid that money. It was paid in by 
ISir M. Lo[)ez into ICsdaile and Corn- 
pan) for my use, and remitted 
to me on the 2.'3tb of June I SI 8. 1^' ' 
not a.-k for the money, it was paid im- 
mediately. 1 had the very sum 1 
specified, as expended, transmitto'd 
by the banker.s. It wa.s tihonl the 
iblh of A lay 1 destioycd the book in 
which f entered the expenses 1 was put 
to on account oi’ the election. WJien 
1 wa^ called as a v\ itiv‘>s in the House 
. of Commons, 1 produced the book 
there. When I was examined m the 
House of Lords, I told the House 
that 1 had de>troyt d tbe book — 1 had 
destroyed ir in the interval; if 1 had 
had any direction, I should have kept 
the book, wiiieh contained my ex- 
penses witli regard to the election. 
I knew a person ol the name of Wil- 
kinson at Barnstaple. He is a hair- 
dres^er'iind kee ps a gi oeer’s shop- I 
paid iiitii a [lari of the L,30I8, about 
’L.r^bO. 1 employed him' under ime 
as superiutCMuleiit of the minor parts 
of llie election. I had employed >iiin 
two or three years before. 1 sent iVai 
in Aliiv to give a supjHT at three 
pHaees, Tonington, Bidikjl'oid, and 
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Barnstaple. I gave him L.75 tor the 
- trouble he took. T canvassed with 
Sir’M. Lopez. Sir M. Lopez •lodg- 
ed with Rennell. J paid the voters 
all that was paid.- thirty-three in- 
votcrs«L.5 each. I paid two or three 
on the 22d of Jiine^and others after- 
. wards-^all aftcM* the election. 

Cposs-cxatnined. — Sir M. Lopez 

* ‘Certainly looked at tlie pajicr 1 had 
in my hand, and saw what the amount 
was. Sir Lop«z i^ excessively 
deaf; I really think he did not bear 
my question about the L-S and« 
L.5 ; nothing ever passed about these 
two sums, in any conversations be- 
tween us afterwards. Sir M. Lopez 
said he would not give one shilling 
that? would endanger hiS seat. 

William Gay lives at liarnstaple. 
Nobody Tntroduced me to Sir M. 
Lopez : he asked me ftjr my vote : 
it was at a shop at Stevenson’s* : 1 
Stevenson in Elephant lane : the 

• election was on the Thursday, and J 

received money just before the elec- 
tion : 1 receivt'd it of Mr Ommaiiey . 
On the jlonday after I rtjceived a 
L.5 uote from Mr Gnbhie. \ did 
not ask him to give me any thing. 1 
asked him if there was any thing t j 
be had hefore*the tdection : he said 
there w^as not, nor did he proniisif 
me fti.y thing afier. Alter the e- 
loction I did receive L.5, but not 
J’rorn his promise, or anyluiher per-* 
son’s. • ' 

Nicholas Greenslade. — I do not 
remember Mr Grihble asking flie to 
vote lor Sir M. I..opcz. 1 always 
vote indej)endently. 1 might have 
. been asked to vote for Sir M. Lopez, 
rdo not recollect, but I thin*l< I may 
have been-^pei haps by Mr (JriidWe. • 

. 1 think J^jribhle did so, and Sir M'. 

Lepez and Wilkinson were pivsent. 
,l^:hink 1 told him that Uwould con- 
sider of It till lo-inoiiow. 1 .-av/ tliein 
the day after. I icM tlieni that I 
bad proiiil^od my vole to Sir IlenVy 
Thomson, 


Mary Tossei, the wife of the young- 
er Tosscl. I know RenncII’s house* 
where Sir Manasseh Lopez lodged. 
Both the Tossels are voters. J know 
not whether 1 was there before or 
after the election, but vvas there 
once. I believe 1 saw Sir Manas- 
seh Lopez there. 1 know Wilkin- 
son, but cannot remember wdicthcr 
he was there. 1 do not remember 
who showed me up stairs. 1 can- 
not recollect that I saw any person 
at the door. Sir M. Lopez was up 
stairs. 1 cannot recollect how 1 
came to go up stairs, though it w!as 
in a strange house. 1 believe that 
the commit tee- room was there. 1 
saw Sir^Manassch and John Grihble, 
and went out of tliat room. Nobody 
went away with me 1 did not go to 
Speak to Mr Grihble. I had an ac- 
quaintance W’ith one of the servants. 

1 did not go into the comrnittee-rootn 
to .speak to the servanl-rnaid. Mr 
Gribble said he would give me some- 
thing for my husband’s loss ol‘ time 
ill supporting Sir Manasseli, and a 
[iresent to myself. 1 remember not 
what lie said he would give me. 

I cannot recollect wlien this was. I 
cannot reffolject if my husband had 
voted. After the election I wi-nt to 
Mr Kcnncll’s agai.a. Sarah Harris 
went with n e. i tl^cre saw Mr J. 
Wilkinson. We borrowed some mo- 
ney of Wilkinson ; he lent ns a one 
pound note each. M'hen Wilkinson 
lent me this rnoiu'v, he sftid nothing. 

I went to .Mr GriTihhi’s Iiouse live or 
six days after. \Vilkinj*on said my 
husband owed him something, and 
he would go and settle with him. I 
never saw my Im.^band receive any 
moi^y. T was examined behfl'e the 
House of Lords. 1^ was not exa- 
mined fu this subj ct 1 do not know 
any thing aoout any deinJnd of this 
dJn. 

Robert Knill was at WiilJnson’jj 
house before the election ; lliey were 
eating and , drinking, and Wilkinson 
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was with them: Sir Manassch’s health 
was drunk: I have an idea there were 
more than one — 1 believe there were 
more than one — there might have 
been two, three, or four. Whilst I was 
there, people came in and went out. 
They had beer. Wilkinson might hand 
some about. I never saw the freemen 
pay any thing. 1 saw (Jribble over at 
the hired room. There were some 
freemen in the room with him. This 
was more than a week before the e- 
loction. Sir M. Lopez canvassed me ; 
but I can recollect nothing about 
whether or no Gribble was with us, 
or Wilkinson. I was with my brother 
llichard ihc day before the election, 
(iiibble was lliere. lie asked me if 
{ bad made up my mind as to my 
vote. 1 told him I bad not ; but 
tiiat T would make up my mind, if I 
cijiild get some money for my lossrof 
time. 1 (lid nut know at all what he 
meant by making up my mind. 
Gribble said Jiotliing more to me, 
but went oif. 1 voted for Sir M. 
Lopez and Sir 11 . '1 iioinpson. I saw 
Gribble on the 3Ionday after I voted, 
and he gave me live pounds. 

John Tossel, husibaiKl of ^lary 
TosseJ. — Ijel’ore the last •election I 
owed Wilkinson five pounds. I owed 
it him four or five years. 1 under- 
stood that five pounds would be paid 
to poor men for loss of time, as a 
present for their families. Instead 
of giving me the five pounds, Wil- 
kinson tore*tIie note. 

Sarah Harris, Vife of Edward 
Harris — Knows John Wilkinson; 
and remembers going to IlennelPs, 
where slie saw Wilkinson in the pas- 
sage. She w'ent to Renneli^s house 
with Mary To'jsel, to borrow a ^nc 
pound note. He lent her one. On 
the Monday following she \|ent to 
Mr Gribblh’s office, and was told that 
the poor men were to have L./>, for 
of time. Mr CiribbJe and Mr 
Wilkinsornvcre fogellicr*at the office.* 

Mr |*Ml fi\r* ]‘nmjrl^jntn 


Wilkinson’s hands, and witness had 
four. Witness told Wilkinson to pay 
himself one. 

Edward Harris, husband of the 
last witness. — Docs not recollect 
any freeman there but Grcensladc; 
recollects not wliether he has seen 
Wilkinson there’ or not ; docs not 
recollect if he was there in the morn- 
ing or in the evening ; docs not re- 
collect whether he ever saw Sir M. 
Lopez there or rot. 

Mr Seigcant Pell declared that 
.he would not ask witness another 
question, after his gross subterfuges. 
Indeed, the Court seemed inclined 
to commit every one of the witnesses. 

Richard Knill.— l remember see- 
ing Gribble ‘In Workhouse-lanc * he 
asked me if J had made up ray mind : 
I suppose he alluded to t*he part I 
u'as to taker in the election. I said 
if I could get any satisfaction for my 
loss of time and •expenses, I woiife 
vote for Sir M. Lopez. 1 did vote 
lor him. f received live pounds after 
J voted ; Gribble paid rnc. 

James Marsh, vvine-merfchant at 
Barnstaple, sent liquors to \yilkin- 
son’s house on the 1 Jih of June 1818, 
by his order. He was paid all by 
Gribble, amounting Ito L.5G, 18s. 
t Cross-examined. — There was an 
election dinner on the 18th of June. 

Mr Serjeant ^Lens. — This is in- 
deed a case of great difficulty. Your 
‘discrimination. Gentlemen, will in- 
deed be taxed to determine what 
circiftiistanccs that have been sub- 
mitted to your consideration do, and 
what do not tend to attach this igno- 
minious charge to the defendant. It 
has bcch trul}^ stated to you, that 
# this information is brought by the 
House of Commons, and that it does 
not admit of the exercise oftheAt- 
torney-Gcivirars discretion. JV^ 
client bo\v.s to this great constil utioff- 
al autlioril y : he admits the power 
vosted in this powerful ,»riu of the 
•'tile. !mi hr kivMvs, ton, the barrier 
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which the constitution has interposed 
to shield from its crushing weight 
the. individual whose innocenq^ has 
not yet preserved him from its sus- 
icion. He knows that a Jury of 
is countrymen constitute this pro- 
tection, and, with a confidence the 
most assured, he rt^ies on you, Gen- 
' Semen, to see that no privileges of 
’.the unhappy situation in which he 
'stands may be lost to him, or that 
innocence be confounded with guilt, 
in consequence of tlie influence pro- 
duced on your minds hy the over- 
whelming authority which sanctionjf 
this prosecution. To the* evidence 
before you, and to that alone, will 
you look : nor will you, he is satis- 
be biassed ty an^i thing which 
has passed elsewhere. With respect 
to that evidence, 1 submit, then, that 
it tends to prove no other count of 
the information but that respecting 
rflJ^ry Tosscl. Tln;re is not, with rc- 
spect to the others, evidence of any 
previous correspondence whatever 
i)etwcen Sir M. Lopez, or Grib- 
ble, as hvs agent, and those persons. 
With respect to all of them I may 
vcntilre to state, that the most an- 
xious attention has presented to my 
view no trace ^ any antecedent com- 
munication — of any antecedent hin^ 
evcij of the nature of bribery. I am 
ready to admit that it is your duty 
to draw every fair •infere^ice which 
•may enable you to say that a proniise. 
existed, antecedent to the vote given, 
and that it subsequently biassed the 
voter. Of tills, however, you must 
be satisfied. Nothing short of it, no 
expectation merely, or belief in the 
mind of the voter tliat he sliould be 
advantaged by giving his voice this^ 
or that way, no intention on the pli^t 
of -Sir ^J. Lopez, that he should 
he so advantaged, unless you can be- 
• Lieve such an intention toTiave passed 
into the mind of the voter, and to 
have infliqjnced liis conduct, is suffi- 
cient to fonstiturr hrihery. I dis- 


pute not that Gribble paid the money; 
but though after the election the 
money was given as is represented, 
and though it had even been done in 
consequence of an agreemen t between 
Sir Manassch Lopez and Gribble, yet, 
if it did not pass into the minds of 
the voters, us 1 have said, no count 
in an information for bribery can be 
supported by such evidence. 

Gentlemen, you are not to meet 
/ancied evils or wild theories ; we 
may dismiss them altogether from 
our minds. Whether such wild vi- 
sionaries as my learned friend has 
alluded to can be satisfied or not, 
you may be careless; but you will 
give yopr verdict in 1819 with the 
same equanimity as you would have 
done in 1719, when they existed not. 
JJriberj'^ consists not only in the 
giving of money, but also that the 
party himself should look to that 
money as the jirice of his vote. 
Although it is highly improper to 
receive a reward for a vote, yet this 
is not bribery. Unless the defend- 
ant authorised and encouraged 
hopes of reward, their existence, 1 
may safely admit, and do so — their 
cxistence^can never affect niy client 
with bribery. Personally not a sus- 
picion connects him with the impro- 
per proceedings which arc in evi- 
dence. Is he then affected with them 
by the agency of Gribble ? Sir M. 
Ldpez came Avilh an idea that the 
amount of the expense;5 of a return 
for the borough would fall far short 
of what they were represented to be 
by Gribble. There is not any insi- 
nuation that in the paper he produ; 
ced tlierc was tfie slightesW entry 
tliat was improper. With regard to 
Grfbble’s, the great difference be- 
tween it and Sir IVh Lopez’s is ad- 
mitte(# to consist in tke amount. 
The whole of tlie conversation turn- 
ed on the amount. It is suilicient 
.to rrbiit cv^iy idea of Sir Manassfli 
having inlondcd that Gribble should 
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do what he did as his agent, to re- 
peat the words he used on that oc- 
casion — “ Notliing shall be done 
that may endanger niy seat.’* 1 
w'ould not wish to strain it ; but 
in considering these worth, the con- 
comitant impressions on Sir M. 
Lopez’s mind at the time ought to 
be contemplated. It must be made 
out that Sir Manasseh had such ideas 
as arc imputed to him presented to 
his mind at the moment. The 
learned gentleman then alluded to 
Robert Knill’s case, and observed, 
that the unfinished sentence, when 
Gribble turned away, could not be 
tortured to import assent by him to 
what had been said. He then allud- 
ed to the charge of’ treating. Tie 
observed, that the clause in the act 
on which this information was fram- 
ed, had never, in his recollection, 
been had recourse to before. The 
usual mode of executing the act was 
by putting in use the clause which 
renders the election void. Difficult, 
indeed, would it be to determine 
wdiat w’ould constitute the offence. 
One could scarcely ask a friend to 
dine with one before his voting, but 
it would come within the tpms of it. 
The statute, how’ever, only attaches 
from the test of the writ. Its words 
are, in order to be elected and 
therefore it cii^cumscribcs the con- 
tinuance of Its interdict to the pe- 
riod of the election. Here, Gen- 
tlemen, you find, to the honour of 
Sir Manasseli, no, evidence of any 
wine or spirits being sent in by 
him. Nothing but bread and cheese 
and beer appear on the table for the 
voters^ But that these or any part 
of iftcm were furnished by niy 
client no where appears. Eveft in 
civil cases we could not conclude so 
uncharital\ly as lo bind a Aan by 
all the acts of his agent. Shall a 
man, then, be c.iiled on to an^wc^ 


criminally for every action by his 
committee, with or without his as- 
sentj? In civil cases, a little matter 
will make a man liable : it is no mat- 
ter if your agent exceeds In’s autho- 
rity : you have your remedy over. 
All reasoning of this sort, however, 
implies the procf of some act done, 
on which the reasoning may^ rest. 
There is not an instance of a man 
being made criminally answerable 
for an act which he has absolutely 
prohibited. Wuh respect to Wil- 
kiiAon, there is not the slightest evi- 
‘ deuce of his having such a general 
authority as can render Sir M. Lopez 
in any degree answerable for Jiis 
acts. I shall therefore not call him, 
but shall examine (iribble as tq the 
truth of the statement made by iMary 
Tossel ; and, if I am not gr.eatly mis- 
informed, he will solve, or rather 
dissolve, tl*e only particle of evi- 
dence which cay in any wa}' satisfy 
this indictment, namely, of such a 
promise as led lo the giving of a 
vote. The ’earned Sergeant lier^i 
closed a most able and animated ad- 
dress to the Jury, with calling back 
GrilJbIc, w ho contradicted, as he had 
predicted, the evidence of Mary 
Tossel, 

Mr Sergeant Pell, in reply, ob- 
served, that his learned frien^l ad- 
mitted the Cl ime to have been coni- 
,mittcd ; he onl/ questioned the for- 
, mglity and technicality of the indict- 
ment. 'I'lic surprise is, not that we 
have, not proved more, but that so 
much has been proved as we have 
done ; considering the manner in 
which every witness has attempted 
to darken, confound, and conceal 
^ every fact which has been with such 
difficulty extracted from him. The 
great point for the considdration of 
the Jury would be, according to his 
learned friend, whether they shoukl 
more believe Mary Tossel or John 
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Gribble. The learned counsel then 
drew an admirable picture of this 
corrupting and Corrupted elecgon- 
eering agent. In the contrast, he 
insisted on it, that Mary Tossel was, 
comparatively, a most credible wit- 
ness. Rut he added, that there were 
^in his ji\dgment iriay«other facts dis- 
closed in the course of the evidence 
wjiich would be fatal to the defence. 

• The evidence of the Knills, of Gray 
too, when the latter asks if any 
thing is to be given before the elec- 
tion, does it not leave open a dftor 
to the inference, that something was 
to be given after ? 1 should wish, 

• saij the learned gentleman, to see 
my country purified from these prac- 
tices^ witliout there heipg recourse 
had to the violence of armed multi- 
tudes. 1 Jove the voice of the peo- 
ple. f admire their assemblies when 
lawfully and peaceably conducted : 

I'ear them; 1 ^lonfess tijcy Jiave 
,a giant^s force, an infani’s reason. I 
would not arm them with an instru- 
m^ent to destroy me and themselves 
loo ; and«yet we are doing this, if we 
show not ourselves prompt to redress 
. the wfongs which they complaifi of 
being done to that constitution 
which they ic|pli/c, wherever such 
invasions can ne brought home to 
the perpetrators. * 

Mr Raron Graham most accurate- 
ly recapitulated tin* evidence. lie 
Said, with respect to the law on Uie , 
subject, that all the counts oi'the in- 
formation stated a previous propiise ; 
that such promise must be capable 
of being inferred from the evidence. 
They were at perfect liberty to look 

• at the general aspect and evidence 
of the case, to see if they could draw, 
the inference that there was a cohv 

' municafTon of the promise to the 
voter, so that he voted under the in- 

• fluence of that promise ; 1;Imt his free 
agency was in a sort biassed by this 
view to his particular interest. Dqcs 


be act by the mere expectation of 
reward, unaided by any impression 
conveyed to his mind by the corrup- 
ter ? though his vote be tainted with 
such a motive, he is not guilty of 
bribery. It is most certain that 
there is no other difference between 
this and an indictment, but what is 
to be found in the superior grandeur 
and authority of the inquest, as it 
were, which finds the bill — in fact, 
tbe great inquest of the nation. 
Their verdict, therefore, he bade 
them give, under his direction as 
to the law, in the same manner pre- 
cisely as on an indictment. They 
retired for a short lime, and then re- 
turned a.verdict of acquittal. 

On the ISth day of November 
following Sir M. Lopez was brought 
ly) to receive judgment, when he w'as 
sendtenced to two years’ imprisonment 
in Exeter Gaol, and to pay a fine to 
the King of L. 10,000. 


Extensive Conspiracy. 

Court oj King^s Bench y Tuesday y 
. April 20. 

IHE KING AGAINST JOHN MEYER, 
JOHN KIN NEAR, MObELY WOOLF, 
J.I WISLEVY, THOM AS KEY8E, MON- 
TAGl E LE VOY, JOHN LEVETT, 
DAVID LEVY, JOSEPH JOSEPHS, 
SAMUEL JACOBJ, MICHAEL LEVY, 
SAMPSON SAMUELS, HENRY WLlL- 
LER, HENRY LEE, JOSEPH LEIGH, 
AND WILLIAM TALBOT. 

• 

This was an indictment against 
the*defendants for a conspiracy. It 
charged them witli* having set up 
some t)f them, who w^re literal- 
ly beggars, for opulent merchants, 
in order that, by their means, they 
/night fraudulently obtain largte 
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ijiiantities of goods. The record 
i»laCed, that the value of the goods 
so obtained amounted to L.50,000. 

The counsel for the prosecution 
were ]Mr (iurney, Mr Alley, Mr 
Campbell and Mr C bitty. 

Mr Gurney rose to detail the par- 
ticulars of the case. But, first, he 
wished to state the situation in which 
the defendants stood. John Meyer 
had absconded ; Henry Weillcr and 
Joseph Leigh were not present ; 
John Kinnear, Lewis Levy, Monta- 
gue Lo Voy, and iNTosely Woolf, had 
pleaded not guilty ; Joseph Josephs 
liad entered a plea of misnomer, 
which could not be answered ; Tho- 
^ mas Keyse, Henry Lee, John Lovett, 
Sampson SamucU, and William Tal- 
bot, had not pleaded ; and against 
David Levy, -Michael Levy, and 
Samuel Jacobs, fho proseciitoiv did 
not intend to odor any evidence. 

Mr Scarlett submitted to the 
Court, that this would be? irregular. 
I'hc whole of the deleiidauts were 
charged with the conspiracy, and it 
was not competent for bis learned 
friend now to enter a x\W/e Prose- 
(jui as to some of them, 

Mr Gurney and Mr Canipbell con- 
tended, that this mode of proceeding 
liad been frefjuently adopted. It of- 
ten happened at the assizes, when 
two persons w»rc jointly prosecuted, 
that one was acquitted before the 
trial, andbrouglit as evidence against 
the other. 

Mr Scarlett s,ald, his learned 
friends had cited cases ; but he be- 
lieved Lord Kllenbfjrough had de- 
clared, that where issue was joined, 
the Judges had c'onic to a determi- 
nation^ not to suffer a Nolle l^roseqiii 
to he entered in future. • 

Mr Gurney observed, tliat the pre- 
sent appligition was not the Request 
of the deiendants, hut of the prose- 
cutor. In ihijs stage ofthe business, 
afid l>erore tin* trial commenced, he. 


gave his consent that these three de- 
fendants should be acquitted. 

^riie Chief-Justice said, that this 
had been done, as Mr Gurney had 
stated, on former occasions. There 
was a great distinction between do- 
ing it at the request of the*prosccu- 
tor, and of other defendants. Hiiip 
Lordship was of opinion, that it was 
competent for the learned counsel 
to say, that he would not produce 
any evidence gainst lliose persons, 
and tlie jury might pronounce a ver- 
dict of* acquittal. 

The jury then rose and declared, 
iliat David Levy, ^’^icliacl Levy, and 
Samuel Jacobs, were Not Gialtij, 

Mr Gurney said, he should now 
proceed ta state the case, as, it af- 
fected the four defendants, John 
Kinnear, Lewis Levy, Montague Lc 
Voy, and Mosely W'oolf The 
learned counsel, in a speech of con- 
siderable length, detailed the pAP- 
ceediugs of these persons. lli§ 
statement disclosed one of the most 
av\ ful, and, at the same time, one^of 
the most successful fraud® that have 
ever been practised in the commer- 
cial world. Its ramification^ were 
most extensive ; for the defendants, 
fraudulently assumiu" the character 
of merchants, had defrauded a great 
many traders, not only in London, 
Manchester, and Glasgow, but also 
, ill Laris and in file East Indies. But 
as^ the case will he best understood 
by the evidence adduced on the trial, 
we shall proceed to state it in the 
order in which it was given. 

Mr (ieorge Childers, a slop-seller, 
examined by Mr Alley. — I was for- 
merly in business with Lewis Levy. 

I left him about four years ago. 1 
failed. 1 knew John Meyer. He 
kept a lodging house for jJailors in 
Brook-street, Shad well. He sonic^ 
limes purchased cloth of* us. 

iMr Kean, a publican, examined 
h\ CamplK'H. — Move)* livetl in a 



PROSECUTIONS AND MISCELLANEOUS CASES. 139 


small public-house frequented by 
{Bailors. 1 remember his leaving the 
house. about four }car5 ago. fie 
owed me then ten pounds, and he 
compromised with his creditors. 
After that, he liad lodgings in Rat- 
cliff Highway, and then took a lodg- 
-iug-house for sailors *on Tower-bill. 
About, six months after, I met him 
.iq. the city. His appearance was 
' then that of a gentleman, lie said 
that fortune had smded upon him ; 
that he was then a merchant, and 
that 1 and others should be pafd. 
He said ii’ 1 would accompany him 
to his office he ould show me his 
‘estjJ)lisl)mcnt. I went to llowford* 
buildings, rcnclmr^ch-sirect. I saw 
sevcr;»I clerks, and lieslmwed me his 
hill- book, cash-book, and bankers. 
He said licjiwas carrying on business 
to a gicat extent, and^lie hoped 
soon to be very rich. He also 
me to his w«ueliou«e in Lime- 
street, where he showitl me many 
hales (jf goods anti paeka<’,es of \a- 
ri 4 )ns descrqjtions, which lie said ho 
w'as ahou? lo ship lo Holland. I 
asked him to pay my small account ; 
lie said he could not write u small 
check; but if 1 sent the next day, 
he would pay 1 did send, but 

did not get the money. 

M|; W. (ribbons, a distiller, ex- 
amined by Mr Chitty. — 1 knew 
Meyer, when he kc|ft the Jted Lion 
()ld Gravel-lane. He compound- 
ed with his creditors at i^s. 2Ad. in 
the pound. He afterwards lock a 
lodging-house in tlie neighbourhood 
of Tower-hill. The witness then pro- 
ved the handwriting of Meyer to an 
’ ordcrof tlie (^)urt of Request*, dated 
the 3d of October 181 1-, for paying 
31s. 8d., and 3s. 4d. co.sts, by weekly 
^instalmcTits of four shillings. He 
also proved his handwriting to the 
‘banker's account, to .i paper eontain- 
ing an account of bdls, and lo a 


letter, dated May 26, 1817, address- 
ed to persons at Manchester. 

Thomas Merle, examined by Mr 
(lurney. — I let a hou.se in King- 
street, Tower-hill, to John Meyer, 
in January 1816, He staid there 
till the summer of 1817. He then 
quitted the houfee without my know- 
ledge, and without paying the last 
rent due. The retit was fifty gui- 
neas a-year. The house was used 
a»a lodging-house for sailors. 

Mr G. Usher. — On the 21st of Oc- 
tober 1816, Meyer cMpplitd to me to 
*let him a counting-lioufte, in How- 
ford- builclings, Eenchurch-slreet, at 
L.50 a-ytar. 1 asked him for a re- 
ference. ,Hc said he had the best 
reference, ready money. I said I 
wished another reference, and he 
g^vc me the name of a person. On 
my*vay to him 1 met a neighbour, 
who told me that Meyt r was a re- 
spectable man, and that his brother 
was a merchant at Amsterdam, I 
w'as then saii.^fied, -Me} er kept the 
counting house (or six months, and 
paid me. He lold me he had been 
a Captain in the Last India service, 
and referred me to 29. King-street, 
Tower-hill^ as the place of his resi- 
dence. 

Thomas Evan, formerly a clerk of 
Messrs Rond and Co., bankers, of 
'Change-alley, proved, that on the 
27th of December 1816, Meyer 
• opehed an account with that house. 
He paid in a note of ^i. 600, No. 
1273, dated December 6. 

John Dyer, a clerk in the Bank of 
England, produced the note for 
L.500, which had been paid in and 
cancelled. • 

, A clerk at Sir C- Price and»Co’s 
produced a check of Messrs Rainier 
and Co., dated DcctJuiber 27- 1816, 
for L.llSJ ; 8 ; 11, for sivhich the 
L./iOO note was ]>aid in part. 

Mr Iluist, a clerk of Rainier and 
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Co. proved, that on the 27 th of Decem- 
ber 1816, his house discounted a bill 
for Lewis Levy, and gave him a check 
for L.985 : 8 ; 1 1 on Sir C. Price. 

Henry Murch. — At Christmas, 
1816, 1 lived in Union-court, Broad- 
Street. 1 let lodgings. About that 
time Weiller came to take lodgings 
of me. Levy introduced him. He 
wanted two rooms on the first floor, 
and offered 26s. a-week. Lewis Le- 
vy told me that Weiller was a mer- 
chant. Levy gave me a reference 
to Mr Meyer, Howford-buildings. 
Weiller did not then speak a word 
of English. Levy said he would 
make a very good lodger, and would 
pay me every week. I went twice 
to Meyer’s : the first time 1 found 
nobody at home ; the second time, 
the office was shut. I then went .to 
the lodge, and asked how long Mey- 
er had lived there ; they said, about 
a month. Levy and VVeiller called 
upon me again, and I told Levy that 
the people said they knew nothing 
of Meyer. Levy asked me in an 
angry tone what reference I wanted, 
and gave me his card. Levy Jived 
at No. 7, Prescot-street. 1 then said 
his card would do. Wi?iller’s ap- 
pearance was rather shabb 3 ^ He 
was nearly three weeks in the same 
state ; but after that he was very 
well dressed. "He remained at my 
lodgings about four months. 

Ann Stroader, servant to the last, 
witness. — A ragged Jew boy came 
to lodge at our house ; he brought a 
small parcel with him. He had 
scarcely a stocking to his foot. He 
was afterwards ^very gay : several 
suits of clothes were supplied by a 
tailos named Garniss. He wore as 
diamond broach. * 

Garniss wa^ called on his sub- 
poena, butodid not appear. • 

Garniss’s wife was then called. 
She stated, tliatshc and her husband 
Hved at No. 4, Wells-s'tiieet, Oxford- 


street. Her husband had run a nail in 
the bottom of his foot last Thursday, 
and could not put his foot to the 
ground. She does not know Lewis 
Levy. 

(On the motion of Mr Gurney, 
Garniss was ordered to be fetched in 
a sedan chair.)* • .. • 

A clerk here produced a bank- 
note for L. 10(X), NO. 8123, date, 
Oct. 21. 1816; one for L. 300, NO. 
9789, Oct. 12.,1SI6; one for L,200 
No. 7144, Oct. 14. 1S16 ; one for 
L' 200, NO. 6727, Oct. 11.1816; one 
for L. jOO, NO. 14,804, Oct. 17. 
1816; one for L. 100, NO. 16,048, 
Oct. 21. 1816; one for L. 50, . NO.' 
12,152, July 1..18I6; and one for 
L. 30, No. 5214, Sept. 5. 1816. 

(Some difficulty here occurred in 
tracing the notes, and tiny part of the 
evidence was deferre d.) 

Mr Bateman, clerk to Mine! and 
Stride, Austin^riars. — I remenft^cr 
Weiller coming to our house ; he 
brought a letter of introduction to 
us : about a week or ten days aftar- 
wards he lodged in flur hands 
L. 1200, and wished to open an ac- 
count with us. 

Thomas Reeves sworn and exa- 
mined. — I have knr),wn Mr Lewis 
Levy about seven years. I knew 
him when lie was in partnershio with 
C’hilders : when they failed, they 
W'cre indebted lo the house in which 
!• was, Roberts and Roeve.s, in a 
considerable sum. After that period 
1 fcMled myself; my business was 
that of a warehouseman in London, 
and of a bombasin-seller by com- 
mission in Manchester. In 1816 I 
had not sufficient business to main- 
tain myself. At that time, Lewis 
Levy proposed to me tor become a 
partner with Joseph Leigh^who, as 
I am told^ was his wife’s brother, 
and a young man, who had been' 
several times on the Continent doing 
business for himself, apd also for 



PROSECUTIONS AND MISCELLANEOUS CASES. HI 


others. Lewis Levy said that told me at the same time that Meyer 
Leigh’s father would advance L.IOOU was a retired merchant of good 
for his.son, and that he wanted sach property, but who was going into 
a man as me, who understood the business, as times had begun to look 
town and country business, to enter better. Lewis Levy added, that 
into partnership with his son, who though he (Meyer) would some- 
understood well the continental busi- times pay me in short paper, he 
.U£ss. I .was introduced by Levy to would more frequently pay me in 
Henry^Leigh the hither, and al&o to cath. In consequence of this infor- 
^JtV^epli Leigh the son. Terms of part- niation, after the usual compliments, 

■ nership between myself and him I told Meyer that 1 should be glad 
were afterwards agreed on : they t» do business with him. lie said| 
were proposed by Lewis Levy. If you do, it must be on low terms, 

At this stage of the business flie as I pay in cash.” An arrangement 
witness had a di aught of the partner- *was then made between myself and 
ship articles put into his hands, my partner for my taking a journey 
■winch he ackuow jdged to he those to Manchester, to purchase goods, 
which had been draw n by his attor- wdiich, bj; the articles of partnership, 
ney according to the instructions was that province of our business 
given by Lewis Levy. They were that was to belong to me alone. I 
then read. •Among various otlier sti- t(tok this journey, and purchased 
pulationsS, (he following seemed to our*first stock of goods accordirig- 
be the principal : — that L. 1000 ly. I'iie price of’ what I purchased 
•sh-SAild be deposited by Leigh senior was L.4000, of which sum I paid 
the hands of a banker, to be L.800 in cash, and gave short bills on 
named by both parties ; and that all our house for the rest. These bills 
bills, wliieb were to be paid by the were taken, because rny character 
banker oifbebulf of the partnership, was wt II known in ^lanchester. 
should he signed by John Leigh. Of the goods so purchased, a large 
The* examination of the witness poition was sold to John Meyer, 
then proceeded. — L. 1000 were another U> Henry Wciller, and 
brought forwards and plac^ in tlie the remainder to other parties 
hands of Jones, Lloyd, Sid Co.,^ whom I cannot at present recol- 
Lotlibury : I met Joseph Leigh on lect. This Weiller was introdu- 
’Changc, who gave me the L 1000 ced to me at our warehouse, by my 
in a single note; tliiSmon^y I irame- partner. lie then handed me a bill 
fliately carried to our banktws. tor*L. 1000, on Messrs I^cfcvre of 
Our account with them did not Paris. Joseph Leigh gaid to me, 
commence till the 5th of Novciiiber “ This is the wayiin which Mr Weil- 
1816, though our partnership had ler will pay us for *uir goods; take 
commenced on the ‘^7tli of the pre- this hill to your friends, and ask 
ceding October. The warehouse them how they hke^it.” 1 put the bill 
* and the counting-house which were into the hands of several brokers, 
engaged for our pai tnei ship biL'^inessi who expressed themselves satisfied 
was at SO: in llueklersbury. A- witR it. I aficrw'ards gave it back 

'boirt tliT time , of our commencing to my partner, wh(f returned it to 
business Lewis Levy introduced John Weillel; it was never p«id over to 
*Mey(‘r to mo at a coffeehouse near us; but in consequence of it I gave 
the Exchange, expressing a wish tliat credit subsequently to Weiller, 
our liouse^ would do busincsss with (hough not at 'that time, as the goods 
Meyer on a vtjry small profit. He which he then bought, amounting to 
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four or five hundred pounds, were 
,|)aid for by him in cash. After this 
I projected a journey into Scotland. 
I communicated with Levy on this 
scheme, whom I considered my 
friend, from his having lent me 
L.800 with which to go to Manches- 
ter, and from his having offered me 
L.IOOO with which to go to Scot- 
land. He said that he furnished 
roe wirii this latter loan, in order 
that 1 might introduce myself in •a 
strange idace like a member of a 
house of property. He wished to in- 
troduce me to Kinnear, wliom 1 had 
however known fur a 3 'ear or two be- 
fore. He told me that Kinnear 
would give him a route to :Scutland, 
as also to every raanufiicturing town 
in the way. Shortly after this I met 
Kinnear, whu promised me a roiit^.'. 

I received it in two or three day .4 af- 
terwards inclosed in an envelope, 
which I did not destroy, though I 
do not know where it now is. I have 
not seen Mr Kinnear since. 

William Emery sworn and exa- 
mined — I was junior clerk to Mr 
Kinnear, whose counting-house w^as 
in Martiids-lane, Cannon- street. He 
was frequently at a room in St Swith- 
in’s-lane; but whether it belonged to 
Keyse or Kinnear, I cannot tell, Mr 
Kinnear bad a clerk called Page ; 
(the route was here shown the wit- 
ness) : that handwriting, to the best 
of my belief, is Mr Pi]ge^s. 

Cross-examined by Mr Denman. — 

I have seen Page ih Court this morn- 

The route was then put in, and the 
Clerk of the Cou|;t was proceeding to 
read St, when Mr Denman objected 
to its^being read. He stated, thjt as <• 
the action was of a criminal nature, 
and as Page could have been called, 
it ought not to be road, since ?hc best 
evidence had not been procured to 
pjove that the route had emanated 
from Mr Kinnear. ‘ • 


The Lord Chief- Justice immedi- 
ately overruled the objection. 

']'''he route was then read, jvhich 
described the principal articles which 
are manufactured in all the trading 
towns on the road to Perth^ by way 
of Manchester, Carlisle, and Glas- 
gow. It also particularised where it 
would be requisite to pay in. cash, 
and where bills would be found sufi}- 
cient, and concluded by advising Mr 
Reeves to advance liberally where- 
eyer it was necessary. 

Mr Reeves’s examination was then 
resumc(J. — 13y aid of this route I took 
the journey, and made several pur- 
chases. 1 had L.IOOC) paid me, .and 
curried will* me letter of credit for 
L.50()on Messrs Finlay, most of .which 
I paid away at Glasgow. The pur- 
chases made amounted tft L.IOOO or 
of which L.IOOO were paid 
down in ca>h, and the remainder in 
bills at two, three, and four moi>rfi.s, 
on Ia igh and Reeves. Our bills were 
regularly paid, until the last month 
of our being in business. 1 returivul 
(o Manchester, where 1 was desired 
by my partner to stay for three or 
four weeks, in order to make pur- 
chases, which he said his friends 
Weille^and Meyer»,would put into 
,my lianas. If I wanted money, I was 
to draw on him for L. JOO at three 
days’ sight. He sent me several of 
Meyer’s ,acccp"tances. T also drew 
sftme bills on Meyer, by my partner's 
advice. This circumstance caused 
somv of the Manchester people to in- 
quire of me about Me 3 'er, and they 
advised me to go up to London and 
look after him. I had so strong an 
opiniorcof his responsibility that I was 
very reluctant to do it. Pefore I did 
It, I acquainted my partner Leigh of 
the object of my journey town;' 
and on my^ arrival waited on Meyer, 
along with a Mr Lawson, who is an 
agent for several of the Manchester 
Iiouses. I opened the .conversation 
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with Meyer by informing him that I 
had come from Manchester by advice 
of my friends and creditors therti^to 
ask him a few questions respecting 
his property. Meyer expressed his 
surprise and anger that 1 should want 
to make dny further inquiries regard- 
jng him ^ter he had paid me so much 
c^. 1 told him that he ought nei- 

^^r to*be surprised nor angry at such 
inquiries! as they might befall any 
tradesman ; and said that as 1 was 
doing business with my partner’s pro- 
perty, and not with my own, it w^s 
m3' duty to take care that it was not 
injured. He then said, “ Tflough I 
•am i^ot obliged to tell you where my 
property lies, 1 have a large property 
in Holland.” 1 think he^aid that he 
had L.l 1,000 worth of unsold goods 
in Holland* that he had a large ba- 
lance in his bankers’ hands, and that 
he had a daughter married' to a gen- 
Jleraau at Truro, ip Cornwall, to 
vhom he had given a large fortune. 
After a while he said, ” This, how- 
ev^’r, is of no matter. I’ll discount 
all my pa|K}r wherever have paid 
it.” Mr Lawson then said, that as a 
sample*to try what he could do, 'he 
would give him (Mr Meyer) two of 
his own accep|i^nces to discount: 
they were two bills, for L. 300 or 
L.400^ which Mr Lawson had receiv- 
ed from Messrs James Berry and 
Compaii}'. Meyer, vWthout saying a 
^rd in rcpl}', went to his desk, took 
outhischeck-book,and wrote a check 
fpr the amount. He then %aid. 
Write to all the Manchester people 
who hold my bills, and say that I will 
discount them all.” I wrote toMan- 
’Chester accordingly; many hilis came 
up in consequence, all of which, be- 
ing to the amount ofL. 1000 or L.1300,, 
tvere. discounted. Whilst I was in 
iQW'n I looked through our partner- 
ship accounts. I found that Meyer 
was indebted to us L.3000 for goods 
and bills. I did not mind this, asj 


felt satisfied of his solvency. This 
visit of mine was in the second week 
of April 1817. I returned Iwcfc to 
Manchester, and found Meyer’s cre- 
dit better there than it was before. 
In the beginning of Miiy I received 
oriTers to make fresh purchases, which 
I did to the amount of L.4000; in 
the course of that month I sent the 
goods which 1 had thus bought, not 
on account of Weiller or Mc\xr, but 
of«myself and partner, up to London. 
In return lor them, my partner sent 
me L.500 in cash, and instructions to 
tlraw again upon Meyer. In the vi- 
sits which 1 made to Manchester dur- 
ing the course of my partnership with 
Leigh, wlych lasted from the begin- 
ning of November till the beginning 
of June, when we were made bank- 
rupts, I bought goods to the amount 
of 1^1,000, of which L.18,(K)0 have 
not been paid. On the 6th of June 
my clerk came down to me at Man- 
chester; and, in consequence of the 
intelligence which he brouglit me, 1 
went up to London, w'here I arrived 
on the 8th. 1 was told by my clerk 
at Manchester, and on my arrival in 
London 1 found the information cor- 
rect, that i\Ieyer had absconded. On 
looking into our books, I found that 
he owed us L. 13,000, which was 
L.10,000 more than he ought to have 
done. The books were not kept by 
me, but by a clerk, under the direc- 
Jtion*of Mr Jose])h Leigh. I did not 
find more than L.300 or L.400 stock 
on the premises, nor more than L.200 
in the London bankers’ bands. I 
had left the same sum in the Man- 
chester Bank. When 1 arrived in 
town, my funds were so exlmust- 
tcd that 1 was obliged to ask Itewis 
Lcv\^ for L.5 for present subsistence. 
In my transactions wflli Weiller and 
Meyer Aalways considered them to 
be responsible persons. (A letter 
was here shown the witness from 
Keysc. ) I fe'collect receiving iI»V 
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letter from Mr Kinnear. (T«ro let- 
ters from Mr Kinnear produced.) I 
received these letters, but 1 cannot 
swear to their being the writing of 
Mr Kinnear. 

William Emery was again examin- 
ed, and proved the letters to have 
been w'ritten by Mr Kinnear. 

Mr Reeveses examination was a- 
gain resumed. — I believe this letter, 
(pointing to one which had been gi- 
ven him) to have been written by 
Lewis Levy. 

Mr Gurney stated, that he should 
defer the reading of these letters till' 
a later period of the trial. 

Mr Reeves was then cross-exa- 
mined by Mr Denman — I ,knew Mr 
Kinnear a year before I. entered into 
partnership wdth Leigh. 1 was at 
that time engaged in a trial, in which 
Kinnear had some iiUere&t. 1 -first 
met Kinnear at Tliiot’s hotel, in con- 
sequence of a note which he sent me. 
I never wrote to him dcvsiring an in- 
terview. Levy had told me that if I 
would appear for Mr Kinnear on a 
certain trial in which he was engaged, 
he would do something for me and 
give me a route. I mentioned no- 
thing to him about any consign- 
ments. 

John Garniss examined and sworn. 
— 1 am a tailor, and have known 
Lewis Levy for about two years, and 
not longer. I was introduced by Levy 
to Weillcr, for w'hom 1 made* five- 
suits of chuhes, and peihnps more. I 
had no guarantee*froni Levy for the 
payment of them. Weiiler now owes 
rae L.3^i, he had paid me before L.30. 

Joseph J.ieigh^sworn and examin- 
ed. 1 am the brother-in law of 
Lewis Levy. In the beginning of tha 
year 1816 we were not friends ; at the 
end of that yeihr, however, he sent for 
me, and I went to him. Hlh told me 
that he wished me wxll, and hoped 
that I would forget every thing un- 
pleasant w'hich had pa^.sed between 


us ; if I would, he would put me in- 
to business along wdtli a Mr Thomas 
Reoves, who was a very respectable 
man, and well acquainted with the 
manufacturing markets. I told him 
that I could not have any objections 
to such a project : nothing was then 
said about the capital which was tQ 
be advanced. After this conversa- 
tion, I was introduced by Mr Levy 
to Mr Reeves; 1 then told Mr Reeves, 
that if he would join me in business, 

I would myself throw L 1000 into the 
concern, which sum Levy had before 
promised that he would advance for 
me. Levy did not then name any 
thing regarding the manner in which ‘ 
the profits were tg be divided. I do 
not know that Lewis Levy wrote any 
thing about my articles. I think he 
did not, as they were drawn by Mr 
Loader, of Mark- lane. Levy gave 
me seven Bank notes upon change, 
which amounted in all to L. 1000. 
(Thew'itness here identified one of 
the notes for L.300, but could not 
swear to the remainder.) He tojd 
me to get one note of I?. 1000 for 
them. I did so, and placed it in the 
hands of Jones, Lloyd, and Company, 
for the firm of Reeves and Leigh. I 
do not recollect thatJliLvy ever men- 
.tioned Kinnear’s name to me. He 
told me, however, that Meyer, was a 
very respectable man. Drauglits of 
letters w^re sometimes brought to 
ear house by Ilyman Levy; and it 
other times I feichcd them, copied 
them, and carried them back myself 
to Lean’s Levy, who informed me that 
they were the writing of Mr Kinnear* 
J recollect the goods which were pur- 
chased by Beeves, at Manchester, 
arriving in great quantities at our 
.counting- house, to which Meyer came 
frequently to buy goods. ' Whether 
he paid cash for those which he had 
at first I can^t say. If .evy told me that 
Meyer was a responsible man, and 
ordered me to say so tcy, every body 
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who inquired for him : he also ad- 
vised me to go myself, and to refer 
others who called for him to Messrs 
Woollett and Jefferson. Levy him- 
self purchased some goods of me al- 
so, and ordered me to enter his name 
in my books, in or^er that 1 might 
. have n)ore than one name there. He 
.also desired me to bring my invoices 
-to him as soon as 1 received them. 
He gave no reasons for this behaviour. 
He several times gsrve me money to 
pay info my bankers’ hands, for which 
I gave him checks to draw it out a>* 
gain. He said that this practice would 
make my account look well. He al- 
so'recommended me to send my goods 
to Mr Meyer, aS Mr Meyer would 
bu^them of me* He*gave me the 
same advice regarding Mr Weiller. 

. I have frequently seen Mr Kinnear 
come into Levy’s counting- house, 
when 1 was there, as also Montague 
Le Voy ; but I can*not say that I ever 
saw Woolf there more than once. 
Whenever Mr Kinnear came, Levy 
fdways M^nt out with him. 1 obser- 
ved this nve or six times at least. 1 
saw Lewis Levy on the morning of 
the 4*th of June ; he said that he had 
not seen Meyer that morning. Ire- 
plied, that I ^as going to Lcaden- 
hall-street, and 1 would call onMeyet 
in n^ way. 1 went accordingly to 
his counting-house# where 1 met a 
•gentleman who said that Meyer had^ 
absconded. I went home and {bid* 
this to Levy, who immediately went 

S in a great hurry. He* came 
shortly afterwards, and said, 
that goods were expected for Meyer 
at several wharfs, and that I must go 
and inquire whether any had arrived^ 
In consequence, 1 went to several, 
and at«a wharf in Wapping, whose 
name 1 do not recollect, I found that 
. there were eleven packages for Meyer. 
I told the «wharfingi‘r that 1 had an 
order for those goods, but I had not. 
He replici-that another gentleman 
had been there with a previous or- 
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der, and that he should therefore 
send them to no other place than to 
Mr Meyer’s warehouse. I said that 
I should be much obliged to him if 
he would send the goods that even- 
ing, as 1 wanted them for shipping. 
He then agreed to send them by five ^ 
o'clock. I told this to Levy, who 
was in his counting-house. I met 
Woolf there at this time, and asked 
Jiim, as 1 had not at that time a ser- 
vant, to send a check which I had 
for L.SOO to the Bank. He took the 
check, got it cashed, and never paid 
me the money. On my mentioning 
this to Levy, he bade me not to mind 
about it, as all was right. I do not 
recolledt Woolf saying any thing a- 
bout these eleven packages, nor do 1 
know who got them from the wharf. 

* Cross-examined by Mr Scarlett. — 
When 1 first went into business, 1 
had no intention of cheating the 
world; I only wished to get credit 
and do business ; Mr Reeves wished 
the same. Levy paid for all the goods 
which were booked in his name. Once 
or twice he looked out some goods, 
and told me to send them to Meyer. 
1 am not in debt to Lewis Levy, nor 
did I evSr receive any loan from him 
except the Z..1000 above mentioned. 

I do not recollect ever showing any 
bill on Paris to my partner. 

William Dickinson, a clerk in thfii^ 
Bank of England, stated, that on the 
. 7th of November, he had given^Leigh 
a Bank note forgL.lOOd, No. 
dated 21st of October 1816. 

Henry Troutbeck was a clerk to 
Messrs Jones and Company, on the 
7th of November Klfi. On tl^jt day, 
an account w.as opened witl^ their 
hoase, by Reeves and Leigh. Their 
cash was the note«of L* lOOO, the 
same ^ described by the^ormer wit- 
ness. 

William Jameson, a clerk of Jones 
and Compqpy, said, that the L.SOO 
’note, No. 9,780, dated 12th of Octo- 
ber 181*6, had been paid for a chock 
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ofMoselyWoolPs, of 7th November; 
and Z.lOO bill, No. 16,048, October 
21. 1816, for a check of Lewis Levy. 
Mr Woolf had been a customer of 
theirs for thirteen or fourteen years, 
was a man of extensive business, and 
was, to the best of his belief, a man 
of honourable character. 

Heniy Weiller examined. — I am 
a German. At the close of the year 
1816, 1 came from Paris to London^ 
I had a letter of introduction to 
Meyer, but not to Lewis Levy. When 
I arrived in London, I had not more 
than ten francs in mv pocket. 1 had 
been about a fortnight or three weeks 
ill town, before I was introduced to 
Levy by Jacob Meyer, a couhtryman 
of my own. Jacob Meyer and John 
Meyer are not at all related to each 
other. I was introduced to Le^i! 
Levy at his house, NO. 7, Prescot- 
street. I had told Meyer of my si- 
tuation, and he had mentioned it to 
Levy. Levy said, I am told, Mr 
Weiller, you are short of money,” 1 
said “ Yes.” He said, “ Mr Meyer 
informs me you are a man of good 
character and of good family ; and 
since you are so, if you will let me, 
1 will make a great man of fou.” He 
then gave me £ 4, and desired me to 
call next morning at his office in Ab- 
church-lanc. J called accordingly. 
^ fiCwis Levy came into the room with 
M^ Kinnear; he said that Kinnear 
could speak French, but Kinnear 
shook his head, anc^said that he could 
not, t saw Mr Kmnear afterwards, 
and then lie did speak French. At 
this time Mr Kinnear, with whom 1 
had T)^t then any^onversation, look- 
ed sharply at me, and Levy therefore 
told me to call again. After tlws 1 
ci^led on Mr Jl#hn Meyer, whom I 
found rcnyived from Tower^ill to 
Howford buildings, and to whom 
Hyman Maas had given me a letter 
of introduction : along jrt^ith him I 
found Lewis Levy, Meyer was in an 


inner room : when I was admitted I 
found Lewis Levy, John Kinnear, 
Mosely Woolf, and J. Josephs toge- 
ther. Woolf and Joseuhs seemed 
displeased at Meyer for having call- 
ed me in ; Levy therefore desired me 
to leave Meyer, %nd to call again the 
next day at his office. I went therc^ 
and saw Kinnear with him. Levy- 
asked me if I could procure a letter * 
of recommendation from Paris. 1 
told* him that I was acquainted with 
the head clerk of Messrs Perigaux and 
iLafitte, and also with Mr Perigaux 
himself, and that my character with 
them was most excellent. If you 
can do that,” replied they, “ it is a 
great thing.” I effiled the next day 
upon them, when the^presentedme 
with a letter to sign.^ After my in- 
troduction to them, Lewis l^evy said 
that 1 must have a better lodging 
than the one which 1 then occupied 
in Hounds- ditch.* Lewis Levy went . 
with him for two or three days in 
search of one ; 1 cannot tell what 
was said about the price of Jt, as af 
that time I could not speak any 
Kng4ish. I had not much linen •them 
A tailor of the name of Garniss was, 
however, sent for to procure me 
clothes. 1 then went ItfLcvy^s house, 
find he there told me that he would 
buy goods in my name to givd me 
credit. Lewis Levy went with me 
^ soon aftef to look for a counting-* 

* house. He examined one in Ab- 
church-lanc, but he did not take it, 
as the parties were not satisfied with 
Mr Meyer^s reference. At last, he 
took one in London street, Fenchurch 
street. .Levy was with me on all 
^those occasions. Before this, Levy 
had lent me some shirts ‘gnd hand- 
kerchiefs, In a few days after t}iis, 
the letter of recommendation which 
J was expecting from Paris arrived. • 
I si lowed it to Levy. He took me 
u[) stairs with him; there were then 
present Mosely Woolf, Jorfpli Meyer . 
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and John Kinncar. They were all 
very much pleased with it ; and 
Woolf said, that it was as getod as 
4 €. 10,000 in their pockets. It was ad- 
dressed to Messrs Minet and Stride. 
1 was (hen told by Levy to come to 
him on the next day, and to take the 
letter to Minet and^tride. I accord- 
.ingly called next day. Levy told 
.me that he would give me his gold 
watch and diamond brooch to wear 
on the occasion of piy visit to Minet 
and Stride. The watch he said we 
.might afterwards settle for, but 1 wat^ 
to return him the brooch. ^ The ac- 
count I was directed to give of my- 
self was, that I was a German mer- 
chant, who had come to London for 
the«purpose of 6cttlixig«therc in busi- 
ness. At the same time f received 
fl^.l200, t'vhich I was to deposit inMinot 
and Stride’s hands. I v^ent, deliver- 
ed the letter of introduction, and the 
money, and was very well received. 

• On those interviews which I mention 
with Levy, Kinnear was generally 
present. I almost always saw him in 
the roofti about Levy’s count ing- 
liousc\ Soon alter my return /roni 
Mine*t and Stride’^, I saw Keyse ; 
Kinnear and Meyer were present ; 
Kinnear told«nne that Keyse was 
a most respectable broker ; that 
did •business for John Meyer, and 
was then about to set out for Scot- 
land, to purchase goods for him. He 

*told me to take him with me to Mmet* 
and Stride, and ask for a letter of 
recommendation, and a letter of cre- 
dit for him for £.500. 1 did so.' Keyse 
went to Glasgow ; but before he sent 
me any goods, he drew bills upon me. 
Some were at three days’ sight, and 
made payable at Minet and Stride’s^ 
They were paid, but very few goods 
were s&t to me after. Whatever did 
^ -come I sent to Meyer’s warehouse, as 

* I had been directed by Levy. 1 was 
athrst about to take a warehouse for 
myself, bi^ Lewis Levy hindered me, 


and said that he wished Meyer and 
myself to have our goods in one ware- 
house. I afterwards put more moncjr 
into Minet and Stride’s hands. Some 
part of it 1 got from Levy, and some 
^om Meyer. Whi'n I was short 0^ 
money I used to tell Lewis Levy, and 
he either gave it to me himself, or 
sent me to get it from Me^er. In a 
short time after the commencement 
of our dealings, I complained toLevy, 
^Kinnear, Woolf, Meyer, and Abra- 
ham Joseph, that I was not at all sa- 
. tificd with the conduct of Keyse to- 
wards me, and that he had drawn se* 
veral bills upon me, and sent me little 
or no goods. They told me 1 should 
be satisfied in a short time, but still 
not finding any goods coming, 1 wrote 
to Keyse myself. Keyse in reply 
«aid, that 1 should have a supply of ^ 
goods sent me in a few days, and he 
drew several other bills upon me, 
which 1 accepted. About April or 
May 1817, I received a letter from 
Maas in Paris. I immediately took 
it to Meyer, who went with me to 
Lewis Levy Woolf and A. Joseph 
were piesent. I tiu n inrormed them 
that I had a letter from Maas, in 
which 1 k' mentioned, that having 
heaid 1 was in a good situation in 
London, he wished to give me some 
help ; that he had, thcicfhre, got an 
order ft om Ldevie, the hanker in 
Paris, to purcha«-e goods ioi him to 
the amount ofL 10,(00 and upwards, 
and that I was to dr.iwlibr them bills 
at three nianths’*datc. At the same 
time there was a letter fiom Lefevre 
to the same cdlcr. They (the par- 
ties named above]^ snid, 'i'his comes 
from your fi lend \leyer, and nbw you 
w'lJI have no further cause to 7)e dis- 
satisfied. Such a commission is every 
thing. I had told {licm eight or ten 
days fcefore this, that IVas tired of 
the whole concern, as thatKcysc was 
always di awing upon me, and I 
•never iccetved any goods in letuin. 
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1 now said that 1 would have nothing 
to .do with Lefevre’s commission un- 
til I was satisfied of his security. Up- 
on inquiry, however, I found that 
Lefevre^s was a most respectable 
house, and 1 communicated this tp 
Levy. I was then directed to draw 
five bills upon Lefevre for L.500 each, 
in order tp their being sent to Paris 
for acceptance. The bills were drawn 
and forwarded through the house of 
Minet and Stride, from whom, in a* 
few days afler wards, 1 recetved a 
note, mentioning that they had been . 
accepted, and that I might get the 
firsts if I pleased. Levy advised me 
to send for the firsts, without draw- 
ing seconds; and wlien 1 remarked 
that such a proceeding would appear 
Strange, he replied, tliat I was a young 
merchant, and that Lefevre being so 
well known, it would not be looked 
to. I therefore sent for the bilks, 
which 1 received on the 5th of May. 

I was then told to inquire for a bill 
broker ; but Kinnear, when 1 was go- 
ing, called after me, and desired that 
I would go to Mr Sharpe, who would 
recommend me to one. To him I 
was to say how and for what purpose 
the bills came into my posstssion. I 
was recommended to Martelli and 
Royt, and the bills were negotiated 
through them upon the Exchange. 
The bills passed into the hands of a 
Mr Haldimandp and I got cash for 
them. I hud opened an account at 
this time ivith Jones, Lloyd, and 
Company, and was*induced to go to 
them by Lewis Levy, who said, that 
as Minet and Stride did not give me 
the best reference Jt would be better 
to go tT) Jones, Lloyd, and Company. 

I was* introduced to them by J^r 
Sharpe. 'I’he goods were purchased 
for Mr Lefevre, ^and sent off to Os- 
tend. Wlii^e this was negotiating I 
had put my name to several bills, and 
waj^’eold by Levy and Kinnear, that 
I should receive a profit? of SO per • 


cent, upon them : 1 was also to have 
half the goods bought in my name, 
and Levy and Kinnear both told me 
I should not be diappointed. Except 
those goods sent to Ostend, all the 
goods purchased in my name \rent to 
Meyer's warehouse : they were fre- 
quently sent in the evening, ami gon^ 
in the morning. 1 used to see Lewis 
Levy and William Lee take them a* 
way. Maas came over from Paris in 
the month of May, and brought with 
him^othcr bills from Lefevre, some of 
which were ca^^hed. About the end 
of May, I\lr Martelli came to me and 
said he had been under a very great 
mistake, for he had thought the bills 
were from Left:vre,i.he famous bank- 
er at Paris, Ixit found it was a I^fc- 
vre not known at all. I told him 
that I did not know cither ef tlie Le- 
fevres, but ^ould inquire and let him 
know next day. 1 went then to 
Lewis Levy's, and saw him in com- 
pany with Woolf, Kinnear, Meyer 
and Abraham Joseph. Before I saw 
tliem I had received a message fronr 
llaldimand, earnestly desirifig that 1 
should call on him the next day.^This 
I told them, as also what Mr Martelli 
had said. They told me to go to him, 
and tell him that tlie •whole story a- 
V)sc from jealousy ; that 1 would not, 
and he ought not, to notice it ; but I 
was not to give “too much answer." 
1 went and did as 1 was directed. 
•After this 1 found that an attachment 
was laid on the money in my bank- 
ers' hands : this was about the last 
of May. Mr Haldimand again sent 
for me, and (old me that the bills 
were not worth any thing, and that 
there was no such person as the Le- 
fevre mentioned. 1 again went and 
met the whole party, explaii^cd the 
matter to them, and said I was v^ry 
much alarmed, and that 1 should go 
to a man of the law to consult. Maas 
said he would take me to one ; and 
tooic me to Elias Isaacs, tqjd him the 
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whole of the transactions, and asked 
him’ whether 1 should go before the 
Lord Mayor. He said, “ Don't be 
in such a hurry ; you donU know the 
laws of this country : call on me to- 
morrow, and 1 will see what can be 
done/’ 1 went accordingly the next 

• 'day, and he told me to bail out the 
•nion'ey. In tliis way he kept me for 
’ two or .three days, until 1 was told 

that John Meyer had run away. It 
was at Levy’s 1 waS told this ; Lewis 
Levy and Montague Levy were*pre- 
'sLiit. I heard nothing more then* 
but was exceedingly alhrmed at 
Meyer’s being off, and I again went 
to Elias Isaacs to consult what I 
should do ; he told that the first 
thing 1 had now to do waft; to take 
care of n^'self, and to get a passport 
as soon as possible. We went to the 
Prussian Consul’s. Eliis Isaacs said 
it would cost L. 10* which 1 gave him. 
Alter this, Lewis Levy sent for me. 

I beg here to state, what 1 omitted 
J)efore, that three days before Meyer 
ran awa)^ 1 ^aw him in company with 
Levy, Kinnear, and Mosely Woolf; 
and Hiey said, Weiller, if you tlon’t 
be a fool, we will give you as much 
as wc gave Mgyer, that is, /,. 1500 , 
w'hich will be a great deal of money 
in your country.” I went to Levy 
pursuant to his request, and he said, 
You are a great fofil for not having 
•been guided by me as INleyer mws:. 
he has now run away ; hut it is not 
yet loo late, and you may go ^Iso it 
you please. T ‘^aid 1 would not go, 
and lie said if I did not f should leel 
the consequence. On the 6th of June 
J was arrested by Martelli foj; L.2200, 
and Levy also lodged a writ agaiiis% 
me for a Urge sum ; Mr Sharpe h^d 
also a detainer against me. When in 
.the lock-up house I sent for Elias 

• Isaacs, and he came t(f me in com- 
pany with Lewis Levy. Mr Sharpe 
also came. 1 asked Isaacs how I 
could ow<^so much money to Levy? 


Levy then desired me to go into an- 
other room. They had then some 
conversation, aifd I was discharged 
from the arrest of Sharpe and Mar- 
telli. What Levy did about his writ 
I don’t know. It was between six 
and seven when I was discharged, 
and I went from thence to Isaacs’s 
house, where I remained till two the 
next morning. In the interim 1 was 
•told that there were some persons 
outside the door watching the house. 
Elias Isaacs sent out his brother 
James to contrive and have them ta- 
ken into the watch-house. He went 
out and did so, and they were taken 
to the ;vatch-house. About ten o’- 
clock the same night Lewis Levy 
called on me and said, If I did not 
Jeave the country lie would hang me. 
Isaacs said, how can he go ? he has 
got no passport, 'fo which Levy re- 
’ plied, 1 suppose you can get one for 
him. To which Isaacs said, it would 
cost £, 1 0, and Levy told him he would 
give that money if he wanted it. I 
am not certain whether he gave the 
money, but he promised it. At this 
time Isaacs had the passport he had 
before pjrocured in his pocket. Maas 
gave 4'0() Napoleons to enable me to 
be off. I went that morning to Do- 
ver, and from thence to Calais. Mr 
8harpe followed and overtook me and 
brought me to Osiend, saying, that 
as* 1 had shipped the good?* for Lefe- 
vre to that place, 1 slii^uld go there 
with him, and gi^e some account of 
them. When wc arrived at Ostend, 
Mr 8harpe left me at the hotel for 
some lime, and went out on business. 
In his ab.sencc I Tound that Mosely 
Woolf, MonfagueLevy, Janie^saacs, 
an?l IIvuKin Maas were there. I had 
a difliculiy at first Iti getting into the 
room % tliey were piayimg at cards, 
and when the}^ saw me, they appear- 
ed very much shocked. M^ely 
.V. oolf saids For Ooti’s sake, from 
whence do you come, and why do 
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you come here I told them that 
1 did not come by myself, but that 
Mr Sharpe was wkh me. When I 
mentioned that, he was in such con- 
fusion that be did not know what to 
do. They then every one took up 
his portmanteau, and prepared to be 
off as fast as they could, except Maas, 
who remained for a time behind. 
When they were going out of the 
room James Isaacs said to me, For, 
God’s sake, save yourself or you arc 
a dead man.” Maas also said, ** Do 
save yourself, you don’t know what 
danger you are in.” I went away and 
they went away also, but in two days 
I was overtaken and brought back; 
and on my return, 1 found* all the 
parties arrested and in prison. The 
arrest had been caused by some irre- 
gularity in their passports, and by 
some supposed violation of the excise 
laws. Some arrangement then took 
place between them and Mr Sharpe, 
in consequence of which I was set at 
liberty. 1 proceeded thence to Aix- 
la-Chap'elle, where 1 was pursued by 
MrMartelli, who arrested and brought 
me back to England. In England I 
was made a bankrupt, and Levy and 
Garniss were my assignees. *^Levy al- 
ways told me what to say the day be- 
fore the examination. I did say in 
my examination what Levy told me. 
I was then a prisoner in the King’s 
Bench. Levy told me at first that I 
should have L.5 per week while in 
prison, and tlTat if 1 ^lidas he wished, 1 
should get Zi.3000 when I came out. 
I received the L-5 per week till about 
a fortnight or three weeks before I 
passc(\,my last ci^amination. I am 
still a prisoner in the King’s Bench*, 
and have never got my certificate. 
On Friday last kewis Levy came to 
me and sai^ ** This business xomes 
on very close ; I always said, you be- 
bav|^ yourself like a man, and if you 
behave yourself well at the trial, I, 
will take all your clothes out of 


pawn. You are now in great distress ; 
but yj^u shall be supported while in 
prison ; and after the trial, 1 s'hall 
use every means in ray power to get 
you your certificate.” He came to 
me Oil Sunday, and said the same 
thing ; and 1 tolckhim that he had al- 
ready used me very badly, and he* 
should not use me so any more.* 
You know,” said I, “ that you pro- 
mised meL,200 at the trial in January 
last.” 1 was at that time subpoenaed 
as a'witness, and I.evy said he would 
give me L,200 after flie trie], if I said ^ 
nothing against him. 1 did not ap- 
ear at the trial. I would not trust 
im,‘ therefore, as he had not kept liis 
word. lie said, he bould not help it , 
as he only gorL.270 out oi' the ^uni 
recovered ; the solicitors kept the 
rest, ns they could not get any thing 
frona Woolf Kinnear. 

Cross-examined by Mr Scarlett. — 
It was in consequence of his having 
deceived me before that I would not 
trust him on that occasion. I was 
not examined on the trial. ^Nobody 
else promised me any thing, nor do 1 
expect that I shall get any thing for 
what I am now saying. The clothes 
1 have on were in pawn at the time 
Levy came to see me. it was he gave 
liie the money to redeem them. He 
gave me L.3. 1 bad not told him 

that I was to be« examined as a wit- 
ness. I wiis indicted, and if I camec 
here, I was determined to tell the 
truth in what I should offer in my de- 
fence.* I did not know whether he 
knew this. The offer of money on 
Levy’s part was, that I should not 
speak against him. 1 did not know 

f hat I was not to be tried till Sunday 
ast. I was told so by Mi; Harmer. 

1 *was a wine and brandy merchant 
before I came to England ; but, 
brought no property of any kind with 
me ; I had been a soldier in the 
French army for two years and a half, 
when I came to England Tcould not 
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speak English. What knowledge I 
now possess of it I acquired in the 
‘ King’s Bench Prison. When IV^osc- 
Jy Woolf spoke to me about the let- 
ter from Perigaux, Lahcte, and Co., 

\ did not speak to him in English ; 
he spoke a little German : Lewis 
Levy speaks German, and Kinnear a 
'little French. 1 was to have got 
. Ii. 56 per cent, on the goods from 
« Scotland and Manchester ; I pos- 
sessed no capital ; the money was 
given by Levy. Count Nustich in- 
troduced him to, Perigaux; he ^as 
also acquainted with Mari, the chiefs 
clerk ot‘ that establishmelit. He 
‘ never heard till he received the 
bills from Maas of Lefevre the bank- 
er. The conversations jvhich he had 
heard when he first came to4)ngland 
were in English ; but what was par- 
ticularly addressed to him was in (ler- 
man or French. He didVot think it 
• /strange that persons with whom he 
, was unacquainted should have been 
so kind to him ; they seemed to have 
(pken a great liking to him. He had 
said that* he did not know Mosely 
Woolf : he was directed to say so on 
some*occasions by Lewis Levy,* but 
did not always say that he did not 
know Mosely Vioo\i\ lie once wrote 
to Paris to Maas, to say that he knew 
nothing of Mosely Woolf. Elia^f 
Isaacs always spoke to him in Ger- 
man; and when he alldressed his bro- 
ther James, it was the German he 
used. 

Cross-examined by the Common 
Sergeant. — He had been an agent in 
. Paris for selling wine and brandy ; but 
brought no stock with him to Eng- 
’ land. He never met any petyson who 
gave him L. 1200 in such a way before^ 
but had got credit before now. It 
was nor till after the letter from Pe- 
jrigaux, Lahttc and Company that he 
•got the L. 1200, whielfhe gave to 
jMinct and Stride. 

• Cross-exuminedby Mr Curwooc^ — 


He bad not had much acquaintance 
with Maas before. It was to him he had 
consigned the goods which be ship- 
ped to Ostend for Lefevre, but could 
not say whether he advised Lefevre 
of such consignment or not.« There 
were bills of lading sent, but could 
not say whether any communication 
was made to Lefevre on the subject. 

Re-examined by Mr Gurney.— 
Had not sent any bills of lading to 
q^iy body else. 

M r Sharpe examined by Mr Camp- 
bell. — 1 am a merchant, and know 
Weiller } 1 was introduced to him by 
a broker, througli the medium of 
Minet and Stride. He bought goods 
of me to a considerable amount, for 
great pa*rt of which he paid in cash. 
What he did not pay in cash he did 
not pay at all, as he never gave me 
any bills. Me continued to deal with 
me from March till May. (Here Mr 
Sharpe’s evidence went to corrobo- 
rate those parts of VV^eillcr’s testi- 
mony which referred to his arrest and 
confinement in the lock-up house, his 
discharge from thence, and the affair 
of the two porters who were sent to 
watch him ; he also confirmed him in 
the statement respecting his arrest at 
Brussels, ""and that of the five persons 
at Ostend.) 

This witness underwent a long 
cross-examination by Mr Scarlett, for 
the purpose of showing that the ne- 
goJiation was carried on without any 
active share on the part of Woolf; 
but he persisted ja statmg his con- 
viction that all joined in the trans- 
action, though Maas was the princi- 
pal. 

Cross-examinedlijy Mr Demean 

1 have subscribed money f^r the 
pu^osc of carrying on this prosecu- 
tion. I never sent any paragraph to 
the Oh^rver on the subject. 

Mr Gurney. — You only readthept 
after they were sent tliere. - 
. Witness^— ‘That’s alh • 
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Mr Scarlett. — Nothing can be 
more shameful than such conduct on 
the part of a newspaper, namely, pub- 
lishing articles of gross abuse against 
one party while a cause is pending. 
Some papers have been full of such at- 
tacks ; and 1 now state, that I intehd 
to move for a criminal information 
against that paper. (The learned 
gentleman was understood to mean 
the Observer,) 

The Lord Chief- Justice. — 1 con- 
ceive nothing can be more improper 
than such conduct. 

Gaff, one of the porters sent to' 
watch Weiller, confirmed his testi- 
mony as to his arrest before Isaacs’s 
door. , 

John Schmidt had been a clerk to 
Meyer, and knew him seven or eight 
months before that time. Meyer hi)d 
formerly kept a lodging-house, in 
East Smithfield, for Dutch Captains- 
On his first connexion with Meyer, 
the latter told him that he had got 
into partnership with a Mr White of 
Islington, and that they were to do 
business in a small way with Hol- 
land. Some goods were bought, to 
a considerable extent, and shipped 
to Salvador Sampson of A^nsterdam. 
.He did not see them shipped, but 
was told so. (Here Meyer’s books 
were produced, and witness identified 
his own handwriting.) Meyer used 
to bring copies of letters which he 
said were written by his partner 
White. A/ter he had copied them, 
Meyer used to taite them away, or 
lock them up in his own desk. ( A 
book was here produced to witness, 
containing a copy of one of those 
letters in his own handwriting, and 
alsocv the original, which another 
witness, then called to the table, 
proved to be* the handwriting of 
Kinnear.^ Schmidt furthe|r proved 
the receipt of considerable quantities 
oKgpods at Meyer's warehouse. The 
goods were frequently* taken by -a 


man named Alexander Lee. (Lee 
was here called, and was identified.) 

Cross-examined. — I never, saw 
Woolf or Kinnear at the office. 

Re-examined by Mr Gurney. — 
The whole amount of the goods sent 
to Salvador Sampson was L.l 1,700. 

William Denvoy, another clerk, 
proved copying several letter^ into 
the books as from Meyer, which lotV . 
ters were proved to be in the hand- 
writing of Kinnear. 

In his cross-examination he said 
he^'never saw cither Woolf or Kin^ 
near at the office. f 

Willia*m Leigh. — I am the brother- 
in-law of Lewis Levy : I went to.In- ‘ 
dia in 1817, with q cargo of goods, 
worth about; L.8000 : I was sept by 
my broAicr- in-law, Levy ; the son of 
Montague Levy went with me. A 
few days before I sailed I saw Mosely 
Woolf Lewis Levy, and Kinnear to- 
gether. While, I was at Levy’s,* 
Lewis Levy went up stairs to Kin-# 
near and Woolf. Meyer called in the 
interim, andsaid,<*l wanttosecLew*s 
Levy.” I desired him to*wait, and 
that Lewis would be down very soon ; 
he said “ No, but do you go and tell 
Levy that I shall be late for the post.” 

1 went up stairs, knocked at the door, 
^and saw Kinnear writing busily, 
Woolf and Levy being near hit®. 1 
told them what Meyer had said ; on 
which Kiyncar gave the letter he had 
been writing to Woolf, and said^ 

“ There, let him take and copy this, 
and .by the time it is done 1 shall 
have another ready.” Woolf came 
down with the letter, and said, • 
“ Copy this, you will have time e- . 
nough ;• don’t forget the cambrics, 
f and I shall be ready with the L. 1000 
for them.” I am not certain whether 
he said muslins or cambrics, btlt I 
believe the latter. Meyer went a- 
way, and >\"oolf came running down,* 
and said to Levy, “ Go after Meyer, 
and tell him to send the^ambrics'to 
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the packer, and then do you send for 
them to my warehouse.” WoolPs 
wafeHiouse was in Salter’ 8-court.» 

Cross-examined by Mr Scarlett. 
— I am not included in this indict- 
ment, but 1 was in a former one that 
was dropped. My name at present 
is William Leigh, bflt it was once 
Benjapiin Leigh, and I changed it 
. .l}*ecause 1 married a Gentile. I was 
tried at the Old Bailey about seven 
or eig^t months befoj;e I went to In- 
dia, on suspicion of felony. Mr Fry 
HJie clergyman naturalised me. I 



‘Jewish chapel, and some water was 
thrown on me. ^ cannot swear on 
the Qld Testament thatU was never 
known by any other name than Wil- 
liam and Benjamin. Some persons 
called me Woolf, which ^ Hebrew 
is the same with William. I never 

• went by the name .of Gabel, but I 
•did go by the name of Thompson. 

There was no particular occasion 
ti»r calling me by that name. Be- 
fore 1 wa^ tried 1 went by the name 
of Thompson ; but since my trial I 
bate lleen calh'd William Leigh, the 
name under which 1 was then indict- 
ed. 1 never ^as tried except on 
that occasion ; but I was in custody^ 
another time on a charge of conspi- 
racy. I was some lime in the Fleet- 
Prison, liaving been ifrrest^l by Levy 
Tor debt. 1 never was charged wkh 
stealing whilst in the Fleet. Kinnear 
came to me one night, offered me 
L.200, and promised to procure my 

• discharge. The age of Montague 
^ Le Voy, when he went with me to 

India, was about 16 or 17. • 

Alexander Leigh examined. — 
am brother-in law to Lewis Levy. 

I u'Us i/t his service, I believe, in the 
year 1817. About three months 
* after my brother went into partner- 
ship with Reeves, 1 went to him and 
was employed in carrying goods. 
Woolf loKfiuc to be careful, and al- 


ways to take the marks off, and cover 
them with a wrapper, so that nobody 
might see what they were. I did 
not often see Woolf at Meyer’s, but 
1 frequently saw him at Levy’s. 1 
have seen Kinnear several times at 
Levy’s, and have observed him take 
down the marks of packages in Levy’s 
warehouse. Those goods the marks 
of which were noted were afterwards 
taken to Woolf. 

•Cross-examined. — Lewis Levy 
bought and sold all sorts of Man- 
chester goods. 1 have carried goods 
*from Meyer’s warehouse to Woolf’s, 
which is in St Mary-axe. I suppose 
Woolf bought great quantities of 
goods frctfii Levy, and dealt largely 
with him, as 1 often carried goods to 
Woolf. 

•Re-examined. — 1 took in eleven 
packages that came for Meyer. 
Lewis d-icvy told mC‘to go down to 
Meyer’s warehouse, as he expected 
eleven packages in. I went accord- 
ingly, and waited till they came, but 
the carman objected to leave them 
without leceiving his money. I 
then went to Woolf’s, in Salters’- 
hall, and found Levy, Woolf, Abra- 
ham Joseph, and Isaacs, the attor- 
ney, and told them, that the carman 
would not leave the goods without his 
money. Woolf and Levy then came 
out and gave me four or five pounds, 
which I went and paid to the carman. 

• AlTthe goods were tlicn delivered, 
and I went to WoolP^ counting- 
house in 8altcrs’-hiill, and said they 
were delivered. Woolf heard me 
say so ; and desired me, for God’s 
sake, to get a cart^ and carry them 
away to Levy’s warehouse as so«n as 
possible. I did so, and they tay a 
fortnight in Levy’s house ; and he 
told me to take the flames out, tfnd 
Woolf ^’ould send for tl^m. The 
marks were taken out, and the goods 
carried away by Woolf. ^ 

• (-ross-exaniined. — 1 heard nothing 
of the commisl^on of bankruptcy a- 
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gainst Meyer at that time ; 1 only 
heard that he had run away. 

Thomas Roberts was clerk at Mil- 
ler’s Wharf in June 1817. There 
were eleven packages there for 
Meyer, for which a person calling 
himself Leigh applied, and wished 
them to be sent to Sherborn-lane by 
five o’clock that evening. On Leigh’.s 
stating that they were wanted for 
shipping next morning, he sent them 
that eveping. He did not then kn«^vv 
that Meyer had gone away. 

James" Lardncr a carman, on the 
d-th of June 1817 carried some pack- 
ages from Lime- street to Sherborn- 
lane. Before that time he had brought 
several loads from Lime;Street to 
Sherborn-lane, and on these occa- 
sions was always desired to keep the 
marks inwards, in order to conceal 
them. « 

William Emery examinedr— Was 
a junior clerk to Mr Kinnear, from 
1815 till June 1817* Kinnear had a 
counting house in St Martin’s lane, 
Cannon-street. There was another 
room in Sweeting's-lane, but witness 
is not sure whether it was Kinnear’s 
or Keysc’s. Woolf and Kinnear 
had dealings together, apd he had 
frequently seen them together. A 
Lewis Levy came sometimes to Kin- 
near’s, but they were not on terms * 
of friendship. Witness had several 
times carried letters to Levy’s, (they 
seemed to be packages contaihing, 
three or fo^ur letters each,) generally 
in the evening. Woolf and Kinnear 
had frequent dealings together, but 
witness does not know whether to a 
large amount. 

Jehn M‘Knig*iit was shopman to 
Mr Cook, linen-draper, in 1816 and/ 
1817. Mr Cook often made large 
purchases froiti Mr Woolf, and the 
goods wej*e bought, he supj^osed, at 
tiventy or twenty-five per cent, be- 
lo^the market price. During the 
time the witness was with Mr Cook, 


he supposed the tran.sactions amount- 
ed to from L.80,a00 to Z.40,000. 
Witness remembers some navjr blue 
prints that were purchased of Woolf, 
and printed by John Cutliif. He re- 
collects these goods lying in the open 
warehouse wlicn Woolf called, and 
observing them, said, ** Cook, if you 
don’t remove these goods, as well as 
others that are lying by, into the back 
warehouse, I’ll never send you an- 
other piece.” ^ They were rcj^oved 
accordingly. 

'Cross-examined. — Goods wereng^ ' 
very difficult to be had at that tin^*, 
nor were they very plentiful. Cook 
bought them for ready money, yiit-* 
ness does not know that the conceal- 
ment of thg marks is always attend- 
ed to. • 

Thomas Broadbend, a partnerwith 
Mr Cutliff, sold printed goods to 
Reeves and Leigh in 1817, and like- 
wise to Meyer ^ and was ultimately 
a creditor of Reeves and Leigh’s t(\ 
the amount of Z.700 or L.SOO, and 
of Meyer’s to the amount of L.8QP. 

— Jefferson is a partner in the 
house of' Woolcr and Jefferson, 
Manchester warehousemen, ifi \¥at- 
ling-street. They first became ac- 
quainted with Johne Meyer in 1816. 
He came to their house casually, 
and without any introduction. He 
stated, that he had been formerly in 
the Dutcji Easf India trade, and that 
lw»‘ was then in want of some good^ 
to ship for Holland. He gave them 
a reference to Messrs Dc Cock and 
Vaiulerstein, in Whitegatc-street, 
Bishopsgate-street. He said, he 
would pay half the price of the goods 
in money and the residue in accep- ' 
tance. Witness called on the gentle- 
men to whom Meyer had- given a re- 
ference, and saw one of th£m, ^ho 
said, they had the best opinion of 
Meyer’s Integrity, but could not 
speak as to hi.s property. On the 
following day Meyer selected the 
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goods, to the amount of L.6‘7^, of 
paid £.300 in cash, and his 
acceptance for the remainder, fn 
about a month he took up his accep- 
tance; and he continued to deal 
with them, paying them in general 

• on the same terms. He never gave 
them any account of his fortune; 
but assigned as a reason for going 

^into* business again, that he had a 
large family, and was married a sc- 
‘ cond time to a young m'ifc. Several 
•^persons were referred to them for a 
cTlaracter of Meyer, and to all of 
th^se they opened their Icger, and 
showed the state of their account 
with •him. \5j[h^ he failed, they 
were creditorst^T^the amount of 
L.3,600. ^ ' • 

Cross-examined. — Witness never 
sent any acbount to the Observer ^ 
and knows nothing at all about that 
business. 

* Robert Gunson, a merchant, gave 
Meyer credit for goods to the a- 
mount of £.386 in May 1817, but 
ne^er received any thing for them. 
Meyer gave witness a reference to 
Wool er, and Jefferson. # 

Christopher Robinson of the firm 
of Robinson, Holmes, and Kendra, 
warehousemen, afild Meyer goods at 
several times. When he went off, he 
owed riiem £.301 ; 5 : 6. When he 
first called he referred^witness’s part- 
ner to Wooler and Jefiersom 

Samuel Jacobs knows Lewis Levy* 
He borrowed money of witness on 
his father’s bills, and on those of 
Mosely Woolf. On the 2d June 

• 1817, Levy brought witness an ac- 
ceptance for £.1000, which he sent 
to his bankers to be di8Co\]ntGd. 
They did discount it, and next day 
witness gave Levy a check for* 

/..i,6oo. 

■ Cross-examined. — He includ- 

ed in this indictment for cashing that 
bill of £.1,000. 

Several bankers’ clerks were ihch 


examined, in order to trace the 
rious notes mentioned in the early 
part of the evidence ; and by a re- 
ference to their masters’ books, they 
identified the respective numbers, 
datc^, and amounts of these notes. 


Wcdiiesdai/f April 21. 

TiAi King against John Meyer 

AND OTHERS. 

* This morning at half-past nine o’- 
clock, the Court resumed its sitting 
in this case. * 

A letter awas put in and read, dated 
January 24*. 1817, from Messrs Peri- 
gaux, Lafitte, and Company, of Pa- 
ris,* to Messrs Minet and Stride, be- 
ing the letter in which the former re- 
commended Weiller to the notice of 
the latter. Also the following letter, 
dated London, d*th May 1817, from 
Lewis Levy, to his brother inlndia: — 
Dear Brother. — This will be 
handed you by our nephew, Joseph 
Montague, who has a packet, con- 
taining bills of lading and invoices of 
sundry goods on board the ship Lord 
Wellington, which 1 hope you will 
all your abbelities in making 
sales of tham, as well as those of the 
Layton, Kingston, and Sapho. Wm. 
Leigl) has also bills of ladings and in- 
voices of sundry goods, on board the 
same ship, at his Aoize disposal, which 
you will not take adey notice of, on- 
ly to know at whatt prices he sells 
those goods; for this 1 believe tuose 
explained to you wl^n in England'; 
at the same time I must iiiform^yoii 
is (^f now consequence 
do or do not know aney of his trans- 
actions ; he has behavl^d ill to me al- 
ready ; tkearefore the less you have 
to do with him the better, as you 

KNOW THE CHARACTER OF TiyA’ 

f£i.low. Do not lend anney money*, 
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nor make him aney advances, not for 
a moment ; in fact, the less you have 
to do with him, the better ; do not 
let him over look you in your busi- 
ness, though at the same time you 
know what he is; he will say, and 
swear any thing; therefore lett Mr 
Parry bee acquainted with this, as he 
well knows what our Old Friend A . «/. 
says, which is, when you have a bad 
man to do with, give himgooc^^ words 
and behave kind to him, but I ^^ill 
not lett him know whatt is doing; 
you and Mr Parry must do, as yoji 
should think most prudent in a strange 
country; this Ijmust inform you for 
your Government that* he is a rogish 
Foil. Do not lett Mr Leigh know to 
whom you sell your goods to, nor 
how you gett your Bills in London. 
1 hope before this you have sold best 
part of your goods in Layton and 
Kington, or 1 now say as I before 
said, Delays are Dangerous ; other 
Ships may arrive out, and prevent 
you from selling your Goods ; thcar- 
fore Do not stand for large profits ; 
Do not leave India before you gett a 
Letter to that Eftect from me, as 1 
expect to follow Nother Invi^tment 
immediately after this ;% by whatt 
Ship 1 cannot say ; when you send 
aney money to England, send onchalfm 
the arnoimt to Samuel Jacobs Burry 
Street St Mary Axe, only this Direc- 
tion^ and the other half to Mr Bojnett 
next to Coach and Horses Hammer-^ 
smithy the< Bills to bee Infuvour of 
Henry Levett ; Jou may also Draw 
Bills for goods you may purchase, 
for Henry Levett Parsonage ‘house 
Abclmrch-yard., Lett me again im- 
press hon your mind not to loose one 
Morf^ent in Making sales of Qoods* 
and liemett the proceeds in Cash- 
Bills, not to ^art wirii the Cash for 
Goods unless you can by pa/ing 2 or 
3000 pounds Cash obtain L. 10,000 
^^ds, but not for less ; and at the 
same time if you can g^^tt a Ship go- 


ing*(o Holland at Hamburgh it would 
be Desirable at all events do r.ot.part 
wtth more than 3000 pounds for ^,he 
purchase of Goods, I now conclude 
as 1 believe 1 have said all hon every 
subject ; wishing this may find you 
in good health as all the family thanks * 
bee togodoxe tlie same, except Isaacs: 
he is much the same as when'you left 
voce alL I am in love to you, wish-^ 
ing you every suchsess and a speedy 
return to England. Give my Best 
]^.espects to Mr Parry wishing hirp ' 
his health and good sucksess ; also Fits 
Old Fvends in Salters all Court De- 
sires their Best respects to him, 

** Remain your f'^fectioned ' 
ther. • ‘Lewis Levy.” 

t^und^fy, May 4. 1817.” * 

The counsel lor the prosecution 
then put in an account, ‘in the hand- 
writing of Meyer, of the bills due 
by him in May, June, and July, to 
the amount of i?,9550 : 19 :2, withoul 
Weillcr, Levy, Reeves, John i.evetf, 
and William Lee ; and an account of 
Meyer with his bankers, by whicli it 
appeared, that on the 19th May 1817, 
theyhad received upwards of/>«23,000, 
and tljiit there wa>» then a balance in 
their bunds of L.26 ; 8 ; 11 . The 
learned counsel theA put in a letter 
from Me3'£r to Messrs Dale and Co., 
of Manchester, in which thc'writer 
desired them pack certain goods 
in a particular way, and to send ifc- 
>fl)ices of them. 

Mr Ballantyne, a partner in the 
house ofFinlay, Ballantyne, and Co., 
No. 8, New Broad -street, London,^ 
was then called. lie deposed, that 
his firm was connected witli several 
housesMn Glasgow. On the 24th of 
February 1817, they received a let- 
•ter from Glasgow, directing, th^m to 
inquire after the character of Meyer ; 
and on thtf same day they received s 
letter from Meyer, stating, that he 
had employed an agent in Scotland 
tb purchase goods, and the par- 
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ties wished to make inquiries of iTOtn, 
He^hcrefore referred them to Messrs 
Woolen and Jefferson, and ReeVlJS 
arm Lev}^ who, ho said, could speak 
oT-dwir-property and respectability. 
Meyer thjpn called and deposited a 
check for L.IOOO on Bond and Co., 
which was paid, and witness gave him 
a l^tter..of credit to that amount for 
Tbcnias Keyse, at Cllasgow. 

This closed the case for the pro- 
secution. • 

Mr Scarlett rostj and addressed th^; 
Court on the part of Mosely Woolf. 
He urged that Wooler and JcJlerson 
had borne a more conspicuous part in 
fills transaction than his client. They 
had not only^jTTv^ a character of 
Meyeri, but had also given hiqi cre- 
dit. If Woolf were to be implicat- 
ed in this caste, the most innocent ac- 
tion of a man’s life might bv brought 
against him as evidence to charge 
him with a conspiracy. He stated 
this, that the jury might discard from 
their minds all prejudices which they 
might have formed. It was the na- 
ture of the 'human mind to receive 
and cherish liVst impressions. There 
were three separate charges to which 
their attention was to be directed. 
First, that MeyerjTad been fraudulent 
ly set up to obtain large supplies of 
goods, •.and tliat certain persons, a- 
iiiong whom Woolf wti^ one, had en- 
tered into a conspiracy for tJiat pur- 
pose. The second was of a similar 
nature, respecting Reeves and Lee. 
The third charge was of the same 
nature, respecting Weiller. He was 
counsel for Woolf only. It appear- 
ed from the evidence, that Meyer 
was fofmerly in a very humble sta- 
tion of life, and it was not proved that 
Woolf h^d then any knowledge of 
him. Woolf did not give him a cha- 
racter when he took the {counting- 
house in How ford- buildings. The 
L.500paid to the bankers in Decem- 
ber 1816 did jiot come from Woolf? 


The two clerks of Meyer both saidl» 
that they never saw Woolf at his 
counting house in their life. Weiller 
swore that he saw Meyer and Woolf 
together. But who was Weiller?— 
a m;}n who had come to this country 
with ten francs, and who expected 
to get 80 per cent, by putting his 
name to bills. It appeared that he 
went abroad, and was brought back 
a prisoner to this country, and was 
clidrgcd as a conspirator with the 
rest. Tic represented that because 
Lewis Levy broke a promise of gi- 
ving him L. 200 he would not trust 
his word ; if l.evy had given him 
that /..200, the jury would not have 
heard his * testimony in this cause. 
A nolle prosequi had been entered 
with respect to him by the prosecu- 
tor-*; and here he (the learned coun- 
sel) must observe that the prosecu- 
tors had no evidence in this cAse ex- 
cept by entering a nolle prosequi a- 
gainst three of the defendants. Why 
did not the prosecutors rely on the 
evidence given before the grand jury ? 
Weiller in his evidence had always 
used the word in order to in- 

clude all the deftiuiants. He hud 
jjjrocured ^ Jt?tter from Perigaux 
and Lafitte, and his evidence was that 
Jic saw Mosely Woolf at Meyer’s. 
But the two clerks of Meyer had 
sworn, that they had never seen 
Woolf at the counting-house. Again, 
it was not proved that Woolf had set 
up Meyer in business, or supplied him 
with money to cari’y it on. It was 
next stated, that Reeves and Lee 
were set up by Woolf ; but Woolf 
never had any connexion with him, 
except in the way of trade. It ^ad 
been stated, that Weiller came to^’this 
country with ten francs only ; but he 
had sworn before the commissioners, 
that he came here with 26,0(X) franc#. 
He (the learned counsel] had endea- 
voured to show that there were^, 
circumstances? to ^onnt^A Woolf with 
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Meyer criminally. The charge was 
not that Wool f bought goods of Meyer 
or Lewis l^evy, but that he was a con* 
spirator to induce them to buy goods 
to defraud all the world. But the 
jury were not to try this case ypon 
suspicion ; they were to try it upon 
pure and unadulterated evidence. 
Some newspapers had endeavoured 
to prejudice the public mind in this 
case ; but he truste4 that the jury 
would not suffer any observatibns 
that had appeared in them to pre- 
judice their minds. The learne^ 
. counsel then read extracts from the 
Observer of the 22d of November 
1817, stating that a bill had been 
found against the defendants, and 
containing several comments ; and al- 
so an extract from the Weekly Z>e- 
spatchf of which he said Mr Hamper, 
the attorney for the prosecution, w'as 
a proprietor. The learned counsel 
concluded a speech .of considerable 
length and energy, by observing, that 
Woolf had bought goods of Lewis 
Levy to a large amount; that Woolf 
had been a person of unsuspected 
honour and integrity for many years ; 
and that his dealings had been so 
extensive that he had turned over 
£>.100,000 a-year. 

Mr Common Sergeant, on behalC 
of Lewis Levy and Montague LeVoy, 
and Mr Denman on behalf of Kin- 
near, submitted that all evidence 
should be heard before they address* 
ed the Court for their clients. 

Mr Gurney opposed this. 

The Lord Chief- Justice said, the 
uniform practice was, that the coun- 
sel should address the Court. 

Mr Scarlett then said, that he 
should decline calling any evidence.* 
He should trust the case of his client 
lo the observations he had made, and 
Mave the jury to form theiy opinion 
on the credibility of the evidence 
tP^S^ch had been adduced against him. 

Sir Comnf^ Sergeant then rosle, 
and addressed, the f^ourt on behalf of 


hisi4:licnts. It surprised him very 
much that sixteen persons werejp- 
chided in the indictment, and tliat^n 
the trial the jury were to inquire only 
concerning four of them. TI.c 
secutors must have been gfossly mis- 
led when they brought the case be- . 
fore the granef jury, if they now found 
it advisa&c to submit only four egses 
to the judgment of this court. • . • , 

The Lord Chief-Justice said, that'^ 
this was not the fact. These obser- • 
^tions were beside the case ; for it . 
appeared that two of the defendants 
had alviconded, and the others had 
not pleaded. 

Mr Common Sergeant continued. 
He said that tho*-^*tii^ must find his 
client^ guiky, not upon the /::hargc 
in the record, but upon the evidence. 
He contended that Levy had not set 
up Meyejr in business, and that he 
had no dealings with him till he un- 
derstood him to be a man of respect 
tability. He then endeavoured to im- 
peach the evidence of Weiller and of 
William Lee. With respect to the 
case of Montague Le Voy, he insist- 
ed that his character Rad npt been 
impeached by the evidence for the 
prosecution, and that there was no- 
thing to prove that the was guilty of 
the conspiracy with which he was 
charged. c 

Mr Denmaq^said, that he should be 
very short in the remarks which |{e 
had to make in defence of his client, 
Mr Kinnear. The reasons which had 
urged him to form this resolution 
were partly the satiety and disgust 
which every one of the jury 
have felt in hearing certain names 
perpetaally repeated, and partly the 
personal inconvenience which he 
•must experience, if he indulged in 
any observations that were foreign 
to the purpose. He must therefo^p 
commence by calling the attention 
of the jury, not so much to what his 
learned friend, Mr Guri^y, had pro- 
ve{!l, as to what he had absolutely fail- ^ 
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ed to prove ; and if, upon a cai^ul 
investigation of all the circumstances, 
th^ msrdc Mr Kinnear depart froth 
th f Court under a sentence of con- 
VJirrctiiFh'7he should depart from it un- 
der an impression that the life and 
' honour of no Englishman were secure 
from the attack which might be made 
upon them. He complained of the 
fanner in which this indictment had 
been conducted. A year and a half 
' bad elapsed since it had been first in- 
stituted, and in that interval every 
fori had been employed to obtain evi- 

dence to support it. Not merely 

had the witnesses, Messrs Harmer, 
llecvfes, Woolj?j(;, 5rc., whose names 
were on the back oTthe bill found by 
the grand jury, been suitimoned to 
attend the trial, but also forty other 
individuals, ^mong whom were three 
persons charged with being accom- 

i dices in the pretended conspiracy. 
:1c lamented also llfat his learned 
ifiend had introduced into the cause 
his own suspicions, whenever he had 
beSn unable to produce facts. He 
(Mr Gurney) had told them that he 
suspected Mr Kinnear of being at the 
bottom of the whole transaction ; but 


brought before the commissioners 
who were appointed in his bankrupt* 
cy ; and by the remarks which ne 
had oftered to the Court regarding 
Levy, had exhibited himself to them 
in the light of a wholesale negotiator 
in fraud and perjury. The other 
witness was William Leigh, a man 
who had been tried for burglary at 
the Old Bailey; but his testimony 
was unsupported, and therefore 
scarcely deserved a comment. He 
had said, that Kinnear had come to 
4im in prison, and had offered him* 
£.200 if he would behave well on the 
trial. This would have been a most 
material point, had it been proved t 
but thoughpthe fact was easy of proofi 
it had not even been shown that Kin* 
near had ever entered the prison on 
th^day in oucstion. As, then, there 
was ito cviuence to show that any of 
the bills had ever been in Kinnear’s 
hands ; as there was no proof of any 
of the goods purchased having ever 
come into his possession ; as there 
were no outward signs of any parti* 
cipation on his part in any of the ne* 
as the witnesses who had 


gotiations 

been produced were most infamous 
why should he mention his suspicions Jm cbaractm*, and had not even been 

CO 


if he was unable to prove them>^ confirmed in those points where con- 


He maintained that no communica- 
tion between Meyer and his client 
had been proved untii Meyer’s cre- 
dit had become established in the 
city. If there was any part of thS 
evidence 'which pressed against his 
client, it was the evidence of Leigh 
and Weiller. But who were these 
ilrdividuals ? Weiller was a German 
Jew^A disbanded French soldier, a 
bankrupt in his own country, and. 


rfirmation was most easy, he left the 
character and fate of his client in 
their hands, under a perfect convic- 
tion .that they would come unim- 
(leached and unimpaired out of the 
trial to which they were •then sub- 
jected. * 

The Lord Chief- Justice, in sum* 
ming up the evidence, which occti* 
pied him for more J;han two hours 
and a half, observed that this waMn 


as theylnight have seen, from the ex- ^indic^^ment against the four d^n 
treme e^rontery with which he had* dants, charging them,^along with se* 


given his evidence, one of the fittest 
men that could be selcctqd to carry 
on a system of fraud and villainyv He 
had owned that lit: had committed the 
blackest i>€'^ury, when he had bceh 


veral others, with the commission of 
us foul s^fraud as had evcri>een de- 
vised by tlie imagination of man. It 
was ail indictment for a conspiraf]^ 
Now, a consifirl^w wos^otliing more 
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itor less than a concert of two or 
more persons acting together for the 
accomplishment of an illegal pur- 
pose. Several other persons/besides 
the four who were now on their trial, 
had been originally included the 
indictment, of whom two, against 
whom proceedings had been discon- 
tinued, had been examined as wit- 
nesses, and three had been that day 
declared not guilty, by their verdict. 
Some observations had been made on 
the impropriety of including so many 
*persons in one indictment, and al^ 
upon the impropriety of withdrawing 
them after they had once been in- 
cluded. Whether there were good 
reasons cither for including or with- 
drawing them was not the point on 
which the jury had to decide ; it was 
their business to inquire whether* all 
the four defendants, or which of 
them, were guilty of the charges 
laid against them in the indictment 
In considering that question, they 
must dismiss from their minds all 
that they had heard or read on the 
subject, except on the present occa- 
sion. It was to be lamented that 
the daily papers were so often filled 
with the committal of peiuons for df 
verse ofPenceS', accompanied as those 
committals generally were, with a 
detail offsets, which were afterwards 
to be proved in evidence ; it was to 
be lamented, because it excitfid an 
inflammation in the public mind, 
which was as difficult to alluviate as 
it was easy to Create. The state- 
ments which had been placed before 
the public in this manner ought ne- 
ver to enter into their consideration ; 
all^such stories — nay, every thing 
iVht2h was not fact, and yej: had 
been asserted by the advocate of one 
or other party, ought to be totally 
expunged from their yiemories. 
Thej^ had to decide upon facts ac- 
to their understanding and 
according tc^ their /loitscience ; arid 


if tney did so, no fault could possibly 
be found with their decision. The 
charge Jn the indictment was of a 
threefold nature; it stated that flie 
defendants had combined 
Meyer, Weiller, and two, other per- 
sons, Reeves, and Leigh, who were 
mere beggars', as merchants of credit 
and opulence ; that they had placed 
funds in their hands, in order to 
able them to pay ready money in 
the first instance, to induce various 
subjects of his Majesty to give them 
credit; and that they intended' to 
convert the goods so obtained to un- 
fair ends, and to deceive those who' 
had intrusted them^to their ' care. 
The first part indictment re- 

ferred genlTally to the fourt defen- 
dants: the second part confined the 
charge to their setting Up of Meyer ; 
the third to the setting up of Weil- 
ler; and the fourth to the setting up 
of Reeves and* Leigh. They woulti 
therefore huve to consider, whether 
it was made out that they had set up 
these men to the ultimate delusiton 
of those with whom theV had mer- 
cantile dealings. That Meyer, that 
Weiller, that Reeves, and Leigh had, 
without any property, found means 
act as men of opUence, and to ob- 
tain extensive credit, was a fact, of 
which, unforiunately, there* could 
not be the slightest doubt. Meyer, 
after transacting business for eig^it 
months, failed for L.25,0(X). Reeves, 
who was nut in business so long, for 
L.1'6,000, but left L. 1,000, where- 
with to make a dividend to his cre- 
ditors. Weiller also failed ; buti^ 
what sum could not be ascettiTmed, 
becaul^e Levy was his assigiy^, and 
alone could tell the amoum. The 
trial had lasted long ; and the^ had 
heard eloquent addresses ^om each 
of the defendants’ counsel, in bebdjf 
of their respective clients ; in such a 
case, justice would be best discharged 
by a aetail of ttie evide^^c on which 



tms. mi 

had baen eootmaca. A oiiwher of affidavit! ware jBted 
The tSvd Chief4itstice thee 8tat|dd» o% hotn fiidee, whiobi howevari #t 

J at the evideace diatmctlv proved, paired to be of the moit eontrm^ 
at ^eyer, Weiller, aod Reeves, toryteoon 

[3*"^erged from poverty into sad* Mr Scarlett then addressed dbO'" 
den and* unexpected opulence, and Colirt on behalf of Woolf^ in miti* 
that a check of L.50(]^ paid by Meyer gatiOn of punishment He was fblp 
into the hands of Bond and Co. had lowed by Common Seiieant jSiid 
comeTrom Lewis Levy; that the Mr DenmaWonthe part of Levyaajd 
^^.lOOO, with which Reeves and Kinnear. 

Leigh had commenced business, and i^r OuTney addressed their Lord* 
also the money whi&h Weiller had ships in aggravation, 
invested in the hands of Minet ahd Mr Justice Bayley pronounced tho 
Stride, had come partly from tHe ^etvtmhce of the Court. It was, that 
same quarter, and partly irons Mosi^y John Kmnear should be imprisohod 
.Woolf : and he left it to the J ury to de* in tha gaol oi Ilchester for two years ; 
eide how far *his showed the con* that Lewjs Levy should be imprisoiU 
ncxion of the parties He also iiTent edin tho gaol of Gloucester tor two 
throifgh the remainder* of the evi* years, and pay a fine to the Crown 
dence, showing bow it bore upon o:^ L.50(X); that Mosely Woolf 
John Kinnear and Montague Le shoqld be imprisoned in the House 
Voy; and after making sofhe further of Collection in Coldbatb^fieids, 
^ comments upon it, concluded by re- for two years, and pay a fine to the 
* peating that they should consider Crown of L40,000 ; and that Levy 
'whether all of the individuals were or and Woolf should be fartW im« 
were not guilty ; and if they thought prisoned till those fines were paid*, 
any were pmocent, to declarq which Ills Lordship said, it had been stated 
of the defendants was entitled to a that Levy was a bankrupt ; but It 
verdict of acouittal. ^ * appeared on the trial, that he bad 

The jury then retired, and after sent large quantities of goods to In* 
being absent frqm the jury box fij^tlia, which he had obtained by means 
minutes, returfied with a verdict^ of this conspiracy, and therefore the 
Acquittd in favour of Montague Le * Court considered, that from the sale 
Voy,* and of Gudty against John of those goods he might obtain ro* 
Kinnear, Lewis LevW, and Mosely mittanccs to pay this fine. 

Woolf. • , . • 

• 


Thb Kinq t. Meter and otbbrs. 


Farm Servants* Waqss. 


• UMW tfKin^s BenAf (Court of Semon* Firtt Diuitiuu 

\ Afayl*. . . July 1.J V 


4efendant8, Mos.^ 
tSewfi Levy, and John 
miStu brought up to recai^e thE)«|hnt 
tence of me Court for the poh^ti- 
rsey of which thoy had heed cor* 
sitstsd. • 

VOL. XII. PART 11. 


Macgeasham V. TIkE Duke oe 

^ Athoee. . 

* * 

Macglashan engaged biaual^*4ft 
farm'servant' tb a Mr Jlooti^ toiant 
of the Duke oO|1di^ for one year 
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from Martinmas 1817 to Martinmas of the Mouse of CommonSi against 
1818. In August 1818 the tenant*s the ^lefendant. The first count sta- 
crop and stock were sequestrated ted, that Penryn was an ancient bo\ 
for rent due to the landlord. The rough, which, before and sin ce ^tl|fy 
servant applied to the Sheriff of Perth Union, had been used to send Mm-"* 
to order the Duke to pay his yeaPs hers to Parliament ; and that the d('- 
wages (L.IO) out of the proceeds, fondant, well knowing this, had given 
Thesubstitute preferred the servant, a sum of money, to wit, the sum of 
but the depute held the landlord’s L.5, to Henry Coates, in order to ob- 
hypothec to be the preferable right, tain his vote at tlie last election for* 
The servant appealed to the Circuit Penryn. Several other counts slated 
Court of Justiciary. Lord Gillies, similar practices with respect to o- 
the presiding judge, was of opinion, thcr voters. Issue was joined on all 
that the servant ought to be prefer- <- the counts, 
red ; but as the practice on this point Mr Sergeant Poll stated, that at 
seemed to vary in different counties, the last election for Penryn there 
lus Lordship certified the case to the were three cahdidate>® '-Sir Chrislo- 
First Division of the Courtt It was pher Hawkiqs, the defendant Henry 
there heard fully ; and the Court de- Swann, and John L. Anderdon. ‘ The 
cided unanimously and solemnly, that election took placcon the l^tliof June 
farm-servants are io he preferred as i;rc- 1818. The right of sunVage is in per, 
ditors FOR THEIR CURRENT WAGES sons paying scot and lot, and in free- 
to the landlord, •whose right cf hppo- holders ; the vpters altogether a- 
iheC 7nust now yield, through ike xnfwle mounting to about 800, The defen-^ 
^Scotland, to this equitable and dant had been returned in the two 
preferable claim. Lora Hennand preceding Parliaments. It would be 
said, the crop •was created hy the labour seen, Itowevcr, that at the last eloc- 
(fthe servants, and that it was the in- tion corruption was so rife at Penryn, 
terestof landlords themselves that the that whatever may have been the pu- 
wages of such labour should be pre- rity of the two former returns, no 
ferable. Lord Balrauto concurred, .^no could hesitate to assent to the 
Lord Succoth remarked, that the rcaululion of the House of Commons, 
rent is produced by the crop, and the which declared him to have been iin- 
Crop by the labour of the servants, duly seated by the last. Previous to 
And Lord Balgray and the Lord Pro- it, and at it, it' would be found that 
sident, on more than one principle,^ iUI>ney was offered by Mr Swann anJ 
were of opinion, that the decision of his agent, and accejUed for votes ; 
the Sheriff should be reversed, and the price of which would be found to 
the appeal sustained. The Court increase in proportion as the election 
awarded expences to the servant. became a more nicely balanced ques- 

tion, from the opposition ofthetj^-iVd 
candidate, Anderdon, Such w ./s the' 
proof of tin's, that no less tlAn ten 
Cornwall Asshes, Bodmin, JVednes- persons would bo perjured unless the 
dayf August 11. casc/on the part of the Cro,vn were 

true. The learned Sergeant 8aid,tye 
The King v, Swanw. had' been *of counsel for Mr Swanit’ 

^ before the Committee, but that he 

• This was information filed by knew nothing, of the case save what 
theAttorney-Genet: i, at the instance appeared on the minuteS of the pro- 

‘ \ / ■ . 
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ceedtngs., lie could not coV:cive 
what^rould be the defence; but he 
^houltl content himself with the [fi*oof 
m five or six flagrant instances of 
^ and should then leave it 

to the defendant to struggle as he 
could out of this net^df corruption in 
which he had entangled himself. 

. Thfe first witness called was Mr 
; '^^^idven, who produced copies of the 
return of two members to Parliament 
for Penryn in 1553; arid similar returns 
in 1679, 1769, 1784*, 1801, and at She 
last election ; this being the usual 
modcorproving a borough aK ancient 
^ one, and that it has been used to send 
‘ members to Parliament. 

Penaar, poll-clcrk at the last elec- 
tion lit Penryn, proved the poll-book, 
and that Swann and J. L. Aiider- 
don were flio candidates. 

I'homas R osmon.-I live at Penryn, 
and know Henry Sw'ann,acandidateat 

• the last election on flic 19th and 20th 

• of June. He carac to my house on 
Saturday evening, the 13th of June. 
JFle asked^me if 1 had yet given my 
voice. 1 said, I had not He said, 

I always expected that you wouKd be 
my friend. 1 said, 1 have not yet de- 
termined whether I shall or not. He. 
said, if you will vote for me I^^’m 
procure for you a present situation,* 
so tlfat you shall not want, and I will 
likewise do for you aid your children 
^fter this ; and if you warft a friend 
at the present time, there shall Tie ’ 
one found for you : he put his hand 
in his pocket, and, turning td me, 
said, if you had not been present I 
VtAuld have left something now, but 1 

• wilf'J'allon Monday morning and leave 
something for your wife. Mr Sw^'ann^ 
then ivent a^^’a y. On Monday I weiit 
out; ankd when I returned from my la*- 

^ur my wife gave me five L.1 notes. 

■ ,1 saw Mr Swann again cm Tuesday 
evening : he asked me if I bad yet 
made up my mind to vote for him^ — 
if I had lie* given him either of my 


voices ? I answeced him yes, I bad. 
He asked me if I had given' oiif to 
Mr Anderdon. I said, yes. Hesi^dj 
you will do well to give me the other, 
as we are the two fighting parties. 

then asked me if 1 had received, 
parish pay. I said, no. He said, 
tell me all the facts,' that I may pro* 
tect your vote. No one can cut jrou 
qIF unless I do. He said, I hope you 
\jill make yourself comfortable with 
what 1 left for you yesterday morn- 
ing. I did not vote ; my voices were 
r tendered for Sir C. Hawkins and Mr 
Anderdon, but rejected. 

Cross-examined by Mr Swann.— I 
recollect the day to be the ISth of 
June, b/rcfcrcnce to the commence- 
ment of the election. I believe that the 
notes were country bank-notes. You 
vfcrc yourself the person who cut my 
vot!b off. 1 gave evidence in the 
Committee against you, because you 
cut me off in that ridiculous manner. 

Edward liosmon, son of Ann Ros- 
mon, and son-in-law of Thomas Ros- 
mon. — I was at home on Monday the 
15th of June. I slept in one of two 
beds that were in the room. My mo- 
ther was in the other bed. Mr Swann 
♦came anfi asked if her husband was 
at home. My mother said he waa 
gone to work. He said, “ They arc 
watching me.” He took papers 
out of his pocket, some of which he 
threw down on my mother’s bed, and 
said “ Take them up ; don’t be a- 
fraid.” As soon, as he*liad left the 
room, the witness took up the notes 
and counted them. They were five 
L.l country bank-notes. I gave them 
to my mother. • 

Cross-examined. — The notet^were 
•thrlwn on the upper part of the bed. 
They were nearer i*iy mother than 
me, but 1 sprung out and took theai 
before i^r. I am a writer in Mr Ba- 
ker’s office. 1 thought you me:|ipt 
the other p^irfev were watching foa. 

Henry — l^as a voter at 
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the last election for Penryn, and vo- would get me a Sunday’s dinner for 
ted for Mr Swann and Mr Ander- the family. He then desired me^io ask 
don. I remember seeing Swann on iny husband to give him his othervoio 
Monday the 8th of June. He was Cross-examined. — When I me}: 
standing at the door of ray neighbour you with Mr Dyson> I dfd^tiDi.* 
Nicholas house. He asked me if 1 make any representation of, our po- 
had made up my mind ? I said no, vcrty : 1 knew better than that ; 
1 saw him again on the Thursday, it was electioneering tiriie, and 
when 1 said 1 could not make up my one is not to ask for things at 
mind. Swann kept pushing me, and such a time as that. Your call on me 
saying, Damn it, it is as well to with Mr Earle was after the dec- 
make up your mind at once ; it is as tidn. You asked me, whether I was 
well to doit nowJ’ I kept resisting : good lady you had given the L.5 

he said, I suppose you want moneyc note to. 1 said, “ You know, Mr 
as well as the i est.” He took out a Swann, you did you said, <* J don’t 
roll of notes: there w^ere some per- know, 1 may have forgotten it.” “You 
sons looking out at a window :«he are very welcome, Mr Swann, ttfget' 
said it was a poor place t(f' pay mo- any body to remember rnor#of that 
ney in: he would give L.5 to niy convcnifatioit ; you woulil not haveso 
wife, and would give me L.5 more many enemies as you have, if you 
after the election, and that Sir C. had not been. so much t'lot to your 
Hawdeins would give me X^.K) ufore, word : you were not a gentleman to 
which would make When I your word in many particulars : it 

came back ray wife gave me a L.5 won’t do to go too far, you know, Mr 
note. Swann; but I know that you w^ere' 

On his cross-examination by Mr not to your word, and I don’t think 
Swann, he said, I know the day you I need go on any farther ; and 1 
had this conversation with me was the won’t, that’s more.” 
8thofJune,becauselhadreccived,on Elizabeth Nicholas.-— I remember 
the previous Saturday, niy six weeks’ _ Mr Swann in Helstone-road 

wages as a miner. 1 don’t know thac^u^on Monday, the 8th of June. He ask- 
Sir Christopher Hawkins and you are clume where Carter xived ; I showed 
on separate interests, but 1 know that him ; I afterwards saw Carter come 
you promised mo L.IO for him. out, and Mr Swann speak to him. 

Ann Carter, wife to last witness. — Mr IJryne deposed to having seen 

I kno\v Mr Swann; I saw diim Swann aitd Carter together just ur* 
with my husband about half-past five* der liis chamber-window, 
on the Monday morning : after John Bray. — I voted for Mr An- 

they parted Mr Swann came in to derdon and Sir C. Hawkins; I saw 
me. He said he and my husband Swann on Tuesday morning at the 
had been talking together ; he then election ; he said to me, “ 1 dpr/c 
took out a handbill of notes, slipped want you, I want your wdfc.”^i^She* 
dowc one, and said, he should see ^ was down stairs, 1 went uj^stairs, 
me again in the course of a vwuek, and left Swann with her. He had 
and would giv^ me something more, ksked me the night beforo^for^ my 
Thursday evening lie came again, vote and interest. I told him I itad 
and askeJ if my husband waa at liomo, given both^voices away to Sir C. Hawr 
whether he had given his other kins and to Mr Anderdon. He said, 
vo^e ; he th,on went ^ to his pockeX* ^ coz/Za? withdraw if I chose it. I said, 

! me a L.Vnotc^cand told me it 1 could not ; I did pot Xike to be a 
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turncoat. He said, D — y why mise to pay Henry Swann, L.20, value 
ndt you as well as another ? received. (Signed) **Jenkins.^^ 

ire fifty turncoats ; even the Town- A memorandum written on it, da- 
(clerk.” My wife came up stairs : she ted 10th April 1814<, stated this to be 
fiad In her hand what he had given a note drawn by Jenkins on Swann, in 
her. It was five L.l notes. favour of Glazon, and accepted by 

Ann Bray, (wife last witness.^ Swann, who afterwards paid it. This 
•r— 1 remember Swnnn coming to my memorandum was signed by Swann, 
hous^ on the above-mentioned day : 1 never heard of the note again till 

‘"he* took out a book, and told me what the election. Mr Swann came up 
rates I owed ; there was a discourse me and said, “ I want you to 
about them : he said he ivould be a tell me your mind, I will tell you 
friend to me, if 1 would keep a ftill mine/^ 1 asked him what he would 
tongue. He turned his back on me, • give ? He said he w'ould give me 


aiid threw towards me a L.l note. 

^ He asked me, if my husband had gi- 
ven his voice. I said, he had given 
both. He asked me to entreat my 
husband for his vote. * 1 said, 1 was 
not his keeper. He said, my hus- 
band migh*t withdraw. He took out 
a bundle of notqs, and srfld he could 
^ satisfy me if my husband was not 
there. My husband then went up 

* stairs. He look out the fiveL.l notes, 
and offered them to me. I would 
not take jhem, because my husband 
wanted L.20. I tlien went up stairs, 
told my husband of it, came ddwn, 
and refused them again. Mr Swann 
then put one of^the notes in the co(; 
lar of my bed-gown : he then 

D — the woman, why arc you such* 
a foM to yourself? why don’t you 
take them Then 4ie put the other 

in my hand, and he said he wo^Id 
give me L.1.5 afterwards were my 
husband to vote for liiin and Sir 
Christopher, but only L.IO *f he 
voted for Anderdon and him. Mr 
c'vvann said, “ I depend on you, to 

• oyelV^ome your husband : cvf ry wife 
can e'^ercome her husband : mine, 
does me.*’ ’ 

Jenkins. — I gave Mr Swann 

5lI5^te of hand for L.20. 1 gave it 

/iim for having paid L,20 fo one Wm. 
Glazon for me. The note was here 
put in and proved : it was as fgl- 
lows : 

ith day of March 1811. — I pro- 


^up the note of hand, L. 1 towards 
paying the poor rate, and a hand- 
some present, besides L.8 or I-.. 4^ in 
the wn'nfer time, if business should 
fall slack, if I would give him my vote 
at the election. 1 told him I would 
iTave it before the voting day. I saw 
him the same evening ; he told me 
then to come the next morning, and 
1 should have it. 1 saw him next 
morning ; we went into a little street, 
called Backdanc ; he took out a 
small picQC of paper, and asked me if 
it was not my signing, and lie then tore 
it in two, and gave me the part which 
had my signature to it. 1 took it to 
friciulf thinking it not the right pa- 
per ; in consequence of what my 
friend said, I went to Swann next 
morning, and said you have not treat- 
ed me quite right. 1 told him I did 
nor think he had used me well ; he 
’ said “ Go to hell and be d-d.” I saw 
him two or three jjnys alTcrvvards ; he 
then said he did not care though lyot- 
cd against him. i said if he would 
return me the note of hand, 1 would 
vote for him. lie sL?id nothing at 
time, but afterwards, on the of 
JutVe, I got the noteuf liand; Mr John 
Goodeve gave it mtw Mr Goodevc 
did not give me the note the first 
time hc%aw me, which was^n own 
house. His orders from Mr 8vvf^n 
were to sho.w^mc the yte, but 
give it me. ^ saw yfrn at his own 
house tlic same »VenjAg ; he ioo|f out 
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the note, and ^ave it me. I then 
asked for the L.l note and the hand- 
some present. He said he knevr no- 
thing of the handsome present, but 
he would give me the L.l note. Af- 
terwards 1 saw Swann, who asked me 
if 1 was contented then : 1 said not. 
This is the piece of the L.20 bill 
which 1 had drawn on Mr Swann, in 
favour of Glazoii, and which he gave 
me falsely, pretending it to be tl^e 
note of hand I had given him, and 
^vhieh was still in force. 

Cross-examined. — I had votedc 
for you, you know, Mr Swann ^ 
and so you ordered Glazon to be 
paid out of your generosity you know* 

J had always paid what 1 bwed the 
man. 1 did not want you to pay 
luy debts : you know that 1 dealt with 
Mr Glazon, because you knew all a- 
bout the poor people at that time ; 
but I gave no order to Mr John about 
the money ; he was ordered to pay 
for it, but ! could have paid for it m^^- 
sclf, if that had been all. I never fol- 
lowed you about for the promissory- 
note ; nay, never asked yo.u about it. 
My son wjas present when you had 
this conversation with me. 1 came 
by the otlier pictes of papeV in thi?'*- 
way : 1 orn Will’s wife saw you (ear 
it up. She picked up the pieces ; her 
husband pasted them on brown pa- 
per, and gave them to me. When 
you said, “ I don’t care if you vote 
against me,” you added, “ 1 will put 
the note of hand in force against 
you.” I took the note to iny own 
house. Mr Anderdon’s friend came 
to me, and asked for the note. 1 said, 
-"^y®"l->f they would give me the mo- 
ncyJL would let them have the note, 
and that they should have it a^^ain 
when the note rhould be returned to 
me. 

Peter Jenkins, the yoiuigj^V, corro- 
hrHt;atcd the above. 

•Here the ^se cIo5»>d on the patt 
nf the pro'scci^ ion. , 


Mrf^Swann, who w'as his own coun- 
sel the occasion, then made a long 
address to the Court, which, as it was 
for the most part entirely irrelevant 
we forbear from noticing at lengtlv 
more particularly as he confessed in 
it the facts relative to Jenkins, which 
formed the only count in the infor- 
mation on which he was convicted. 
He complained of being deprived" of 
the assistance of Mr Sergeant Pell, 
his legal advisef before the Commit- 
tee. Pic went through a long his- 
tory of his connexions with the bo- 
rough of Penryn, to which he stated 
himself to have been a great bene- 
factor. He then protested against 
this prosecution as a paltry blind to 
inducc^people to think that such dar- 
nings as these w'ould mend the holes 
in the constitution; littlb offenders 
like himself were to be the scape- 
goats for the mightier sinners in 
power and placed He declared him- 
self to be a martyr to the purity of 
election, and concluded with making 
an objection to the evidence given 
on those counts, in the indictnieni, 
vvhfch charged him with having given 
money to obtain votes, as being in- 
sulHcicnt to support such charges, 
till* means made use Of being proved 
to be Bank-notes, which do not come 
within the legal meaning of the*Word 
money. In support pf this objection. 
Young’s base was cited as reported, 
14 East. 402; and tliat of Pickard v. 
Banks, as proving such a dislinclion 
to exist. The Judge finally admit- 
ted the objection, which rendered all 
the counts of the information iiisijdH- 
cient, excepting the two last, w’^iich' 
contained the charge of cor^pting 
Jenkins, and winch vvciD free from 
the erroneous description wfeicl^was 
fatal to the others. 

Mr Sergeant Pell shortly replied, 
and 

Mr Justice Best then summed uj) 
the evidence which liad-^bccn given 
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with respect to the attempt ^ cor- the last four issues the complainers 
rupt Jenkins’s vote, the only diargc to stand in the character of purjSuers* 
^n which they had to deliberate f and On Tuesday, therefore, the fout last 
addressed them in a very eloquent issues were tried, which wfere as fol- 
and forcible discourse on the atroci- lows : — 

ty of the crime submitted to them. J. Whether in the different steps 
He showed the laliacy of such at- of the annual election of Magistrates, 
tempts as had been rftade to influence when proxies for absent Bailies were 
Ihcir.judgmcnt by appeals to the mo- chosen from persons who had for- 
,(Wn notions prevalent with regard to inerly been in the Council, it has 
reform ; and assured them that they been the practice, for forty years 
would contribute msst eflectually to ftnd upwards, to choose such |>er- 
the wcliarc and support of the (jpn- sons only as actually resided, or had 
stitution, by f^iving their, verdict ac- a place of business where they trans- 
cording to their conscior^ces, un-* acted business, w^ithin tiie royalty, 
swayed by any other feelings than ^Ancient or extended, at the time of 
ilmsc of purity and their being chosen ? 

The Jury retired forTub^ minute s^ " TL \^ihcther Mr Malcolm Wright, 
and^hen returned witl> a dt Saicf to have been elected a proxy for 

Guilty on the last count. — On Wed- Bailie Sibbald at Michaelmas 1817, 
nesday Xaveniber the lYtli, the de- actually resided, or had a place of 
fendant being brought up to receive buniness where he transacted busi- 
jndgment, was sentenced to one ness, within the royalty, ancient or 
year’s itnprisonmenl in the King’s extended, at that period i 
Bench. HI. Whether in the different steps 

of the annual elections during forty 
years tnd upwards, when proxies 
for absent Bailies were chosen, it has 
'DeacOxN Alexander Lawkie^vnd been the practice to choose as such 
OTHERS, V, The Magistrates proxies, persons who have previous* 
OE Edinburgh. Jy-held^Uie office of Bailie, or Old 

,**• Bailie, or Merchant Councillor: — 
Jury Courts Tuesday ^ NovembS' 0, . Whether such proxies resided, or 
• had a place of business where they 

The Court havinji coniinenccd its transacted business, within the royal- 
^sittings for the winter session, a jury l 3 G.a]^cIcnt or extended, or not ? 

*was chosen to try the case of Deua3u IV. Wholher Malcolm Wright, 

Alexander Lawric and others a- who was elected a proxy for Bailie 
gainst the Magistrates of EdinUurgb. Sibbald at Aficlfadmas 1817, had 
The whole of tlie Judges were pre- previously held tl.e office of Bailie, 
sent. Old Bailie, or Alerchant Councillor 

'I’his action was inslit nted in IS 17, of Edinburgh r* 
for the purpose v)r setting aside the Mr CocKhurn, in a luminous sp' 
election of Uic Provost .aiul Magis-* opgned (be case* on the part (ff the 
trates of Edinburgh ; and in Fehruai*y complaincis. I Ic alluded to the im- 
ffas reniiticd from the Court portance of the pfesent question, 
•of Session to the Jury Court, upon which, ^while of vital ccmsequcnce 
t thirteen issues, in the first nine of to the Auntry, was one upon which 
which the respondents were to stand it was sch^xely possible, froiy^’. Tts 
hi the character of pursuers, an<Ein hature, thfttlS^yonc j^fruld come an- 
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otherj and if he iaoceeded jn pro- 
ving the first, he could not fail in the 
secimd, because, by the first issue, 
it was to be proved, that for a pe- 
riod of above forty years, it was the 
practice to choose os proxies for ab- 
sent Bailies, such persons only as 
were resident, Or had placcs.of bust- 
ness within the royalty, and there- 
fore the defenders could never prove^. 
I... aViiv-ri ic&iip nutte 21 contrary 
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prejudiced, and cautioned the Jury 
to separate every feeling and prepos- 
aessioD with which they might have 
come there, and give their whole 
and undivided attention to what was 
contained in the issues, and evidence 
in elucidation ot the same, as if they 
related to a question with which, till 
then, they were entirely unacquaint- 
ed. He would not attempt to ex- 

.t . * aP fViSA 


xiccted with it ; because they were so v.^u^y held th^-^office ^"e’illor, 

voluminous, confused, and mysticd,^ be elected as proxies for ab- 

♦Viof wprp nnv nerson to Sit down oa** could be t I 


that were any person to sit down pa-^ 
tiently and read them a hundred times 
over, he would rise more ignorant and 
perplexed than belore he^hadjje^ 
used a single sentence. He wduitt 
confine himself, and requested that 
the jury would do so, to what w?s 
strictly before them, and proccec\ac- 
cordingly. Bailie Sibbald, about two 
years ago, being absent from one of 
the Council meetings, the Couned 
elected as his proxy, Mr Malcolm 
Wright. Immemorial usage*bad re- 
quired, as an indispensable qualifica- 
tion in the person to be chosen proxy 
for a Bailie, that he should be a re- 
sidenter, or have a place of,busir.-f'S^ 
within the royalty of Edinburgh ; not 
that he should have a place ol business 
merely, but a place where be him- 
self transacted business. Any per- 
son might have a shop; the Emperor 
of China, for instance, might have 
one, and only send an anihassador 
once in a hundred -years ; hut no one 
would say that his Iliglnicss was 
eligible as proxy f(»r one oi the 
Eciinburah Bailies. Wright posscss- 
•'..d'-.i.one of those qiialincaiions when 
he VkiVicd in the election oj the Ma- 
gistracy in 1817. The (liiicrencc be- 
tween the parti'e.s was principally on 
the first aicd third issues ; th^ second 
had been admitted by the Maf^ns- 
trJvtys, and there was ,uo substan- 
tiil ‘dispute tfmut the Vouiih. The 
first and thiip^ rciyivod into oacn 


xiauie, or 

could be elected as proxies for ab- 
sent Bailies, whether or not they re- 
sided, or h§id places of business ■ 
within the foyalty. The first issue 
Vas,„thcreror,e the substantial yally- 
ing pomt in the present case ; and he 
warned the jury not to wender from 
it, for if tliat were disposed of there 
would be no difficulty in the other 
three. Mr C. produced the records 
for a hundred years back, but would 
confine himself to the last forty. 
From these it appeared there hai 
been, during forty years, seventy- 
six, proxies; not seventy-six difter- 
cut men, for one man might be often 
chosen a proxy : of these, however, 
’vjjerc werethirty-eighj men, ot whom 
tw^ei'ity-two were dead, and sixteen 
‘living ; and though he could not 
evoke the I'liost ofany of these twenty- 
two, the defenders surely would not 
dfiubt the other sixteen, if they said 
that they all resided within the roy- 
alty,. or carried on business there, 
lie liad little fear also of proving, 
from witnesses and otherwise, the 
identity of the departed proxies, and 
their residence within burgh. Bailics 
were invariably chosen trqm the class 
of Merchant' Councillors. There 
were three Merchant CounciHwf, 

f.a-l/kCV trt- 


werc uircc iviti ^ - 

and no person was named twice 
be 21 Mer^ant Councillor. Irom > 


only six names appeared 
.ue books to have been named 
twice, and ihcse anomalies Mr L. cx- 


1700, 
ill ibo 
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plained. By act of Par1ia.<^ent» 
which Mr C* read, it would be seen 
that trade stent was only paid^by 
persons within burgh ; and therefore 
the production of (evidence of the 
paytn^t^of this stent, would prove 
that those who paid lived within the 
royalty. * The Leanfed Gentleman 
here proceeded very ingeniously to 
.show» by a variety of clear and con- 
curring testimony, in what manner 
he would establish tl)^ identity of e* 
very person on the list of proxies ajd 
Merchant Councillors for the above 
period, their place of resid^mce, of 
carrying on business, Szc, There 
might be some diffidtltt^is^fixing the 
boundary of the royaltjv^t Mr C. 
would mention the City*\Va 
defenders :^ero again might doubt 
there was » wall ; but the pursuers, 
in order to give the less rqpm for ca- 
vil, were at the trouble of sending 
•land surveyors to touch this ancient 
•wall, and make a measurement there- 
of, so that even the defenders must 
satisfied. This might have been 
Bupcrtluoif!^ ; l)ut as there was no plan 
nor cljartcr, as in other places,, to 
point out the boundary line of the 
royalty, — nothing but the common 
understanding ubd belief of the city,» 
they had taken this trouble, as well 
as to procure proof that all the thirty- 
eight proxies, withiy the last forty 
jears, had paid the taxesb exigible 
only from those residing or carrying 
on business within the royalty, and 
which, therefore, established clearly 
that these proxies were qualified in 
the manner contended for, and con- 
, fiistent with invariable practice. All 
tins was the more necessary* as the 
defenders liad refused, in this case, 
to admit that the Cross of Edinburgh 
the royalty, at the ver}' 
time that they were laboig^ing, in an- 
other, to prove that one Anderson, 
^ whose house was in Brought nn 
Street, rci^dcd within flic royalt5^ 


The defenders indeed denied tblti 
residence was necessary, while tfaejf 
admitted that Mr Wright did not re- 
side within the royalty ; so that they 
sheltered themselves under the third 
issue, and maintained that it had been 
the practice to elect as .proxies for 
absent Bailies, persons who had been 
Bailie, Old Bailie, or Merchant 
Councillor, without the qualification 
of residence, or place of business 
wttbin the burgh. But if the pur- 
suers proved, as they were confident 
they would prove, in the affirmative, 
^he first issue, all the hopes of the de- 
fenders on this point must melt a- 
way entirely. From the lists made 
nHBrpjmjthe records of proxies and 
TSimcillors, and which ho had no 
doubt the defenders would admit as 
aocurate and complete, the case for 
the ^)ursuors would be very short in- 
deed ; and they would now proceed 
with the evidence. ( Here some con- 
versation took place between the 
Court and Counsel, when the counsel 
for the defenders judicially admit- 
ted as follows, viz. ist, That Mr 
Malcolm Wright did not reside with- 
in the royalty, and had no place of 
ba ff me ss^in Edinburgh. 2d, That a 
large quantity of books produced in 
, Court were the true and proper re- 
cords of the city of Edinburgh.) 

The Solicitor-General, after some 
explanation, admitted for the defend- 
•ers, that these lists did contain an 
exact transcript, and contplelc enu- 
meration of the prtjxies and Council- 
lors from the city records, subject how- 
ever to correction from said records. 

Mr Jeffrey then ^aid, that he held 
in his hands a list of proxies 
anojlier of Merchant Counalfors,^ 
which had been carefully collected 
from the records fof the last forty 
years, and afterwards compared. 
I3y the ao^iission of the accuracy of 
these list? time might be SjjvtJB 

to the Court^and tl^ necessity of 
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examining the host of witnesses in kncy/that the meaning of Bailie was 
waiting to prove the identity, of just Mcrcliant Councillor, with a 
the proxies, would be entirely super- civW and criminal jurisdiction* The 
seded. The defenders had befep asked Council must be complete, and in the 
to do so before, but gave no positive absence of Bailie Sibbald conid not 
answer ; however be hoped that this proceed without a proxy, ^asJ there 
coquettingbetweenthe parties wolild was no means of compelling the at- 
now be at an end, and that they tendance of pi^ncipals. It was ob- 
would jump together in this in- jeeteJ to Mr Wright, that he had not 
stance. the qualifications which would.cn-,. 

William Martin, writer, was then title him to be elected a Bailie ; such 
called, who proved that the lists Imd as residence, pr place of business 
been carefully IranNcribcd from the within burgh, which the pursuers 
council records, and compared by contended were indispensable : to 
himself. ; * this, however, the answers were ma- 

Mr Jeffrey said I, bey would now nifold. "in matters, of election, and 
proceed to examine witnesses, and on the lOth.pf ^>eptcniber IBIZ, all* 
would take the evidence c(mc erning persons ^.icmblcd were Councillors, 
the dead and living scparatidyr*®T0re thereforev they 

was inclined to proceed with thelat- required only to possess the qualifi* 
ter first, as they were waiting in the cations ofCouncillors, nokBailics, be- 
next room, and would thercforcr call cause it was as Councillors they voted 
in the oldest proxy, Bailie Aloxan- there. Mr Wright did possess the 
der Allan, who, in 1795, was proxy qualifications for Councillor, wliicli* 
for Bailie Smith. did not require residence. With re-» 

The Solicitor-General here admit- Terence to place of business, he con- 
ted his identitjs and, upon consulta- ceived it meant only while in oflicc ; 
tion, that of every individual named and though he lived without burgh, 
in the list of proxies, from 1775 to yet by giving attendance during the 
1819, and that they did reside, or had continuance of office, it was tlie same 
places of business within the rfvygl- as if he had had a permanent place 
ty, >Qf business. This *^being the case, 

* Mr Jeffrey ihcn declared the case uttc?inion was called to the first and 
for thc.pursuers closed. ihird issue. Though it was ad • 

MrSoIicitordJeiicral addressedthe niitted Mr Wright was not a resi- 
jury for the defenders. He did not denter, lyar a trafficker within hurgh, 
at all agree with Mr Cockhurii as to. tkat did not change the question ; for 
the difficulty of understanding the set the terms residence and transaction of 
of thisburgli, and<lielaws connected bnsivrss must be considered with re- 
with it ; they appeared to him as in- fcrcnce to burgh law ; and lie main- 
telligible as lliose in any other case, tained, that a person having no per- 
and he looked upon Mr C.’s state- niancnt residence, or place of busi- 
as extremely overstrained and ness within the burgh, might be eli- 
pxagg'erated throughout. On the ' gible, though he only op the day of 
BOth of September 1817, the Town- election took apartments in a hotel, 
Council of Edinburgh met to elect or other lodging-house. 
jtheir magistracy of Provost, Bailies, is not required antecedent to, but 
pcan of Guild, and JVeasu(er. That coeval with office, and a Bailie cat 
j&ouncil consisted of tldCiy persons, only be required to be present at 
^rfcludijig Ibui;; BiiiUv*h' Every oile limes of exercising his criminal arifl 
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civil jurisdiction. He was tliui te- 
dious, in order to guard the jury from 
expressing themselves terms ofthc 
issues, which he held to be obscure, 
and allnost unintelligible, and which 
he ha« no doubt would be found to be 
so by nie ultimate Court to which it 
was not improbable tliis case would 
go. Me would now state his views 
••of rtie first and third issues. It ap- 
peared to him, that instead of these 
issues being similar «• resolvable in- 
to one, they were perfectly distiujft, 
ahd that the only fault lay in the' 
framing the issues, as the tcf m ** on- 
ly ” in the first wa s a li mited one, as 
*it seemed to make rc§S^h|*jcc the sole 
qualification. Were tlie^Jury pre^ 
pare(i to say no other "quar* 
was necessary ? There might be 
twenty othftrs. The Solicitor-Ciene- 
ral endeavoured, at grcat«Icngtli, to 
])ersuade the jury, that they were 
* called upon, not tor decide merely 
•what hud been the practice at the e- 
lection of proxies, but what were the 
views and feelings of the electors at 
the time,*by wbicli they might dis- 
cover whether accident or iutenhion 
occasioned the election only of such 
proxies as were resident. 11c also 
entered into a*fearned definition of 
the term praetke. In vulgar language 
il iijght be said to be fact ; but then 
that was exceedingly^ ulgar; it meant 
^sage, and usage meant casiom, al- 
tering or creating law. Usage miglit 
create or alter law, but non-usage 
never; and ihougli the Councihmay 
not have exercised their right of 
choosing non-residenters, it did not 
. follow that they had no riglit. There 
was no direction or provisioif in the 
set of the burgh ; it only said, gif^ 
any shal be absent, the Council pre- 
■T^HTmll choose another in their 
jrooin.” In records and in lists of 
Xproxies for liailics, in every instance 
except two, they were designed as 
late Bailie •ui late Councillor only, 


which showed that no other quali- 
fication was necessary. 

The Counsel for the pursuer^ now- 
admitted the affirmative of Jssue 
foLirih-lhirtcenth. 

}Villiam Forbes, late keeper of re- 
cords, was called lor defenders, who 
said that he liad been in the habit, a- 
bovc forty years, of attending Coun- 
cil and writing tbeir minutes ; and 
that he had seen persons desired to 
g8 out and look for proxies, and had 
done so himself. 

^ Here Mr .IclFrey interfered upon 
other questions being put, which 
went rather to trace the animus or 
feeling of the electors, than the fact 
. elections; and after a good 
deaf of discussion, the Court decided 
that the questions were inconsistent 
with the issues, and could not be put, 
andthought it unnecessary to call any 
other witnesses if the defenders in- 
tended to put similar questions. The 
case for the defenders therefore clo- 
sed, but they intimated they would 
give in a Bill of T^xceptions, 

Mr Jefircy addressed the jury for 
the pursuers, premising that he would 
only detain them a few moments, as 
sufficient grounds for the 
jury, on the admissions of the de- 
fenders, to return a verdict for the 
compluiners. It was unnecessary for 
the jury to perplex themselves with 
the, details they had heard ; the ge- 
'neral and substantial question was, 
whether the Towii-Comscil ever e- 
leclcd proxies for Absent Bailies, who 
were not resideiiters, or who had no 
places of business withip the burgh; 
and the particular Qiie i\lated t o Mr, 
Malcolm WrighCs q u al ifi catignT 
thi%respcct. The defenders' adlTTfS^ 
sions settled both pomts, as well as 
that the list of proxies produced was 
accuratr^and complete, aifd that all 
the pcrs^ifi therein contained had ij- 
sudence, o^daccs of business v^tlpn 
the burgh. T\woi)ld^'e idle to waste 
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time in refuting points of law so large-* 
ly .and learnedly discussed by the So- 
licitor-General, as they had been in- 
judiciously and improperly introdu- 
ced; and when the jury had consi- 
dered and decided on the naked facts 
in evidence and in the issues, they 
had fulfilled the utmost of their duty, 
and it remained with the Court of 
Session to apply the law. Indeed it 
was highly improper, because the 
learned Solicitor knew well, tlTat 
every discussion on legal points should 
be addressed to the Court, not to thev 
jury, and the jury should avoid an- 
swering. or deciding upon any thing 
which had not a corresponding ques- 
tion in the issues. The 
of the defenders completely exhaust- 
ed the issues, and the jury were bound 
to disregard all the hne distinctions 
and novel views of the Solicitor- Gliiie- 
ral ; for if they attended at ail to them 
they might as well listen to proofs or 
arguments tending to show that Mr 
Malcolm Wright was seven feet high, 
worth twenty thousand pounds, or 
had run away with another man’s 
wife. There was not evidence that 
Mr Wright had once showed his nose 
in Council in 1817. Mr JefFre^ 
cd upon the cliiFerent points with his 
usual felicity and apt illustration, and 
shewed that it was impossible for the 
jury to do any thing else than return 
a verdict on the first, second, •and 
third issues for the pursuers. 

TheLordChief-Comiiiissiouerthen 
shortly summed up the case, when 
the jury retired, and returned in a- 
bout three qiurters of an hour, de- 
livering thiv^ugh* their Chancellor 
IHSTF \crdict ; finding the first three 
for the pursuers, and the fowrch 
(which is immaterial and had been 
admitted) for the defenders ; that is, 
affirming the first Issue to the 
q^jalifications of residcnce,/*&c., and 
negativing the second^.! third as to 
fhe residence o( Mr Wvight, and the 


eleotlon of proxies for Bailies, with- 
out the qualifications of residence, Ac. 
ana affirmiig the fourth, that Mr 
Wright had been Bailie, Old Bailie, 
and Merchant Councillor. r 
The Jury were requestod/^to at- 
tend on the fo^jowing day, (Wednes- 
day, ) to proceed with the other is- 
sues. * 


•The second set, including the five 
first issues, occupied the Court during 
the whole of Wednesday and Thurs- 
day. These issj^s relate to the ir- 
regularity ^.f^nmitted by the Tdwn- 
^ouneij^ti 1817, in permitting Mr 
to Sit in Council as a Trades 
Councillor of the expiringyeur, and to 
receive himself as Deacod, and after- 
wards as af Council Deacon. The se- 
cond issue seemed to he of very tri-^ 
fling importance'; and the third, fourth 
and fifth were put to rest by the ad-* 
mission of the parties. The whole 
labour of the Court was, ^therefore, 
directed to the first issue, the object 
of tfhich was to ascertain what had 
been the practice, for forty years or 
upwards, in relation to the irregu- 
iuritjes complained of. 

' On WednesdaymorningMrL’Amy 
opened the case for the Magistirates, 
pursuers in thear? issues. lie under- 
took to prove, that for forty years 
and upwards a trades councillor, 
when elected a deacon of his corpo- 
ratioh, had always concurred in re- 
ceiving himself as a deacon, and in 
electing himself a council deacon. 
The practice since 1777 exhibited a 
^few cases in his favour, and a few si- 
milar cases also occurred between the 
Union and 1777* But the gC?gLbo- 
dy of the practice which he re1RSc{ 
on was to be found between the date^ 
of the set in 1583 and the Revolu- 
tion. 

When he had concluded# Mr 1/ Amy 
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put in B8 evidence to the jury^ the 
whole records of the Town-Council. 
The Lord Chief- Commissioner ^re- 
markedy that many of the instances 
foundid on might have been admit- 
ted b4tbe parties. But Mr Moncriclf 
stated that this could not be done ; 
because by far the greater number 

'sjvjere tapable of being explained a- 

• way, or were inapplicable. The 
counsel for the Magistrates proceed- 
ed with his proof. IBome he aban- 
doned on finding them to be incf r- 
rect ; the rest he considered himself 
as having succeeded in provgig. This 
labonious investigation was not com- 
■peted till a late bour‘\VjJ^t o'clock;) 
and Mr Moncrieff having st^ed, tha|. 
though he was prepared to 

with his reply, he'could not complete 
his cas^ in Ajss than four or five hours, 
the Court, after a short conference 
with the jury, adjourned the case till 

* the following day. • 


On Thursday morning, Mr Mon- 
criefF opened the case for Deaton 
Lawrie, in a speech unrivalled for lo- 
gical acuteness.^ It placed the mat- 
ter at issue iif* the clearest light, 
and evidently fixed the attention 
of the jury. He undertook to show, 
that several instanojis of a trades 
^jouncillor being chosen deacon 
had occurred within the last for^y 
years, in which the Council had 
done, what always ought to be done^ 
and what the set requires, viz. had 
chosen a proxy for the trades coun- 
• cillor. He also adduced similar in- 
stances betwixt the Union add 1777-^ 
In all these instances the very rea- 
son n f ^D eacon Lawrie's complairft 
"IvSI^a^gned in the minutes as the 
.reason for choosing a proxy, namely, 
f the incompatibility of the two offices 
of trades councillor and council dea- 
con. Thestf instances seemed to jus- 


tify Mr Moncriefif in taking the 
ground on' which he placed his case; 
and he argued that they were illus- 
trations of the understanding which 
had always subsisted of what was re- 
qiyred by the set; while the opposite 
instances, adduced by the Magis- 
trates, were merely acts of negli- 
gence, and therefore that his own 
cases were to be taken as fixing the 
practice. Mr MoncriefF farther al- 
idded to the practice preceding the 
Union. Every person knew that 
^tbose were times of oppression and 
violence ; and irregularities in the 
burgh proceedings were at that pe- 
riod so gross as to render poll elec- 
the kingdom indis- 
pensably necessary. The practice, 
therefore, of such periods ought not 
to be taken into consideration. But 
even in the period preceding the 
Union, MrMoncriefi‘argued, that the 
pursuers had failed in showing that 
trades councillors had been in the 
practice of voting in receiving them- 
selves as deacons, or in their own e- 
lection as council deacons. He brought 
forward various instances, in which 
the sedcrunts were either not full or 
'^id.,i;:^v« 0 #neral. In other cases he 
showed that there w^ere two persons 
of the same name in the Council, and 
therefore he argued, that in all the 
oilier instances the Magistrates were 
bound to identify the trades coun- 
cillors with the deacons of the same 
name. This they had dot attempt- 
ed, and at sucli a distance of time k 
was almost impracticable. 

After Mr Moncrieff l^fid led his evi- 
dence, Mr FergusonnddA^ed the jurv 
on behalf of the MagistratSSfHtP^ST 
noti*considcr himself bound to pTOW 
the identity of those^^trades councils 
lors, who had in ancient times done 
the verji thing which Mi* Denholm 
had doneSu Ihl?. In a period so r^- 
ipote as the^jUeenth and seventeenth 
centuries, the^.dentity must be taken 
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forgranted unless Mr Moncrieff could con;, or in electing the new council 
uhow the reverse. The Learned deacons, or re-electing themselves 
Gentleman also urged upon the jury, into that office, 
that the instances which Mr L*Amy Upon the fourth issue, find, in 
had adduced betwixt the Union and terms of the admission of th^ com- 
the present period, must not be taken plainers, as to the various case.^t there- 
as mere acts of omission, but must, in mentioned, ljut that these cases do 
in spite of Mr Moncrieff’s argument, not constitute a practice for for.ty 
be held as contributing to fix the years or upwards. ' 

practice^ He endeavoured likewise Upon tlie fifth issue, find, that at 
to explain away the instances si^ce the said meetings, it has been the 
the Union, whicli ^Ir Moncrieff bad, practice, for forty years or upwards, 
with much effect, urged upon the that the Town-Council consist of the 
notice of the jury. o full number of twenty-five members, 

The Lord Chief-Commissioner then including therein the cases of trades 
addressed the jury, who returned a councillors, or, of proxies for 
verdict nearly in the following terms: coundllo?j®^*''Who have voted iri re- 
Upon the first issue, findj^ 4^ivin^-and authorising themselves, 

E ractice referred to in these issues other new deacons, oi* in e- 

as sometimes been in the one way, lectlng the new council deacons, or 
and sometimes in the other. rc-clecting themselves into that of- 

Upon the second issue, find, '‘that ficc. 

Mr Denholm, who was first trades I'lie Court adjourned till ^Monday 
councillor for the year 1812 to ISIS, the Ifith, for thh trial of the four re- 
was absent at the beginning of the maining issues, relating to the case of 
sederunt of the meeting of council at Bailie Robert Anderson. 

Michaelmas ISIS for receiving the 
new deacons, and electing six coun- 
cil deacons, when Mr Law was elect- 
ed a councillor in the character of Lawrie and others against the 
first trades councillor, the oiTicu ucnl Magistrates oy Edinburgh. 
by Mr Denholm ; and that it has ^ 

been the practice, for forty years, or' Jurj/ Courts Monday^ November 15. 
upwards, for a proxy, when chosen 

for an absent trades councillor or Having given a pretty detailed ac- 
council deacon, to continue to sii and^ count ofMic trial of the first and sr 
vote at said meetings to the end of cond set of issues in this important 
the sederuift, although the person for case, we now proceed to lay before 
whom he was chosen proxy appears ourl-cadcrs a full and accurate state- 
in Council after the business began, ment of what took place on the trial 
Upon the>:hird issue, find, that at of the third and last set of issues, on 
■ jyiP meetings of the Town-Council Monday and Tuesday the 15th and 
Tor rcvrciving and authorising the new- 16th November. 

'** ly elected deacons, it has bceif the The third and last set of issues, in 
practice for foTjty years, or upwards, which the Magistrates wcre.alsppur- 
for persons in the situation of coun- suers, were as follow : — 
cil deacons, if re-elected iiacons of V], Wltether, at the annual mcetr 
tiieir respective iucorpor^ jons, to sit ing for the election of Magistrates, ii 
andavote in receiving p'.a authorising l|as been the practice, for Jbrty years, ^ 
themselves, and ihe^oiher new dca- or upwards, to elect as Bailies of the 
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city of Edinburgli, such persons •iily 
as actually reside^ or have a plac(|or 
business within the royally, ancient 
or extiinded, where they actually 
transa(fl business ? 

VIIJ Whether there have been in- 
stances of persons having obtained 
possession of a shop, cellar, house, or 
as a colourable place of busi- 
'hess, for the purpose of qualil'ying 
themselves to be elected Rallies of the 
said city ? * 

Vni. Whether Mr Robert AndA*- 
sdn, said to have been elected a Bailie 
. of the city of Edinburgh at Michael* 
actually ^gided, or had a 
place of business where^> ^^transact- 
cd business, within the J‘oy^•^, 
cientT)!* extended, of the saidciT'y^t 
the period aforesaid ? 

IX, Whether Mr Robert Ander- 
son, resided at No. 6. Broughton 
^Place, and was a partner of the Cora- 
tnerciul Banking Company of Scot- 
*land, and a holder of thirty shares of 
stock of the said company, and ac- 
tually trai^sacted the business of the 
bank at the oflicc of the coriijiany in 
the High Street, at the period ali/rc- 
said ? 

Mr Forsyth opened the case for 
the pursuers. They had now come 
to the last stage of this laborious 
business, and he bad considerable 
confidence that this day’s investiga- 
tion would procure tor thh Magis- 
trates a verdict every way satisfac- 
tory. The first thing he would di- 
rect their attention to was lhe*case 
of Mr Anderson. It is asserted by 
the complaincrs, that Mr Anderson, 
•at the time of his election in 1817, 
did not reside, and had no place of, 
business within the royalty. It is 
tr ue th Afi c qualifications for being c- 
teSfEu a Bailie were required by sta- 
Jutory laws, but these vK;re of re- 
mote dates, and had, in many instan- 
ces, gone into desuetude; others liqjd 
been altered by one of the Jameses, 


by submission to Lord Alva, and by 
Queen Mary : and, in point of prac-' 
ticc, it would not be denied that, ior 
the greater part of our Scotch 
burghs, these sfhtufes were little at- 
tended to. Many instances occur- 
red in which Bailies were elected 
without any such qualifications ; and 
in almost every instance out of the 
metropolis and Glasgow, it would be 
fopnd that Noblemen amlCicnllemen 
wereelectcd Provosts, withoutcitber 
having a place of business or resi- 
dence within burgh. It is extreme- 
ly difficult to define what is with- 
in burgh. Lochend is within burgh ; 
so are many places equally distant; 

Street is not ; one side 
of Leith Street is, and the other not. 
This point was not like that relative 
to* Mr Denholm ; in the latter the 
Coutt expressed an opinion ; in the 
former they had not, but sent it to 
the Jury for a report upon all facts. 

There were three questions at is- 
sue. 1st, As to the place of business : 
2d, As to residence within the royal- 
ty ; and, last , As to the practice at 
annual elections of bailies. The 
fourth was of little importance. He 
wouRi "laid no difficulty in proving 
that persons had been elected Bailies^ 
•without residence or place of busi- 
ness. Mr V. claimed tlie jury’s at- 
tention to the first point. Mr An- 
derson was partner in the Comnier- 
*cial Bank, which w^as within the royal- 
ty; he held thirt}^ shares of L.500 
each, of uhich he had already advan- 
ced L..*5()00, I'he Commercial Bank 
pays taxes within the Lfy-gh ; and as 
a partner of that c6ncer!;^^Mr A]^ 
, derson pays taxes. He hacl^us a 
plaa? of business, and gave attend- 
ance there to quality Jiiiiisclf, ' It is 
not necessary for a banker^ in order 
to transjK^ business, that lie should 
tell out money, and post hii 
hooks ; he jSwes that to his clarksy 
and only looks over iliem. ^ No one 
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would say that Mr Ryrie or Mr the< first plans for extending the 
Younger did not transact business royalty, from so many parts being 
because they did not put their hands feued to diiFerent people, sdme of 
into the mash-tubs. ‘‘ Qui facit per these were willing, others nrtt ; and 
alios facit per se.^* 4ii this view Mr there was a clause introduc^ into 
Anderson, to all intcMits and pur- charturs, by which feuars wcrtflbound 
poses, didbusinessin the Bank, which to agree if eve;* the royalty extended 
is within the royalty ; he had a large over their grounds. It first extended 
sum at stake ; was by the contract over the Royal Exchange, next over 
responsible for losses ; and was liable the North Bridge, and then the New ' 
to the same risks as in comnton Town. By act 7th George III. Bed- 
trade. IIovv is he different from Sir ford’s Parks, Broughton, Forglen’s 
John Hay or Mr Henderson ? Their Hirks, Calton-hill, &c. were brought 
names arc not in the firm ; yet they within the royalty, and made liable 
are held to transact business, though in duties. It was thus, by shreds 
it is objected on the other side, that and patches, tlpjt successive 
in this case there arc a Manager, a tracics ^'^^nabled to render our 
Cashier, an Accountant, ffwiliiiB JJa ■ ^dt y the principal ornaments 

naging Committee, who are called oPWie British empire. There fs still, 
Directors. By contract, none can be however, such looseness and inconsis- 
a director above five years, but may tency, that it is difficult ^to point out 
be re-elected after one year’s what is wlcliin the royalt 3 \ It is ah- 

val. Mr Anderson went out of the surd to make James’s Square not in 
direction in 1816, and came in again the royalty, and to say that a person 
in 1817, in which interval he was e- residing there is not eligible to act 
Iccted a Bailie, just six or eight as Bailie, while one at the Water of 
weeks before he came a second time Leith is. There were three feus got 
into the direction. Mr A. was a by persons of the names of Simpson, 
burgess and guild brother, Irad pitch- Ghrdner, and Jollie. Simpson’s feu 
ed his tent in Edinburgh, a nd per il- forms part of Broughton Street; and 
led his whole fortune in tffy *lT5dk. on Jolie’s feus, Bropghton Street and 
When out. of the direction he did the Broughton Place are built. Gard- 
same as when in ; he went daily there, ner would not consent that his feu 
and either advised as to discounts, would be brought within the extend- 
er looked over the clerks, — for “ the cd ro\^alty, but Jollie obtained it 
dust of a master’s feet is good nia- j^fterwarfls, and he and Simpson con? 
nure,” — and he was liable toseques- sented. It is true consent could not 
tration on*accouyt of the Bank, and royalizc till foliow^ed up by statute; 
to lose all he was worth. In short, andithe question is, Was effect given 
the jurj" must find, in this instance, to that consent ? It was. By act of 
that he hat^a place where he trans- Geo. III. in 1S09, by wlfich a large 
^«cted bus,ii§ess. • On the next ques- territory was added to the town, those 
^^tion,r*Jfa’ to his residence within the ^ who consented, or might hereafter 
roj'alty, it was admitted by botl^par- consent were declared to be within 
ties that he royded at No. G. Brough- royalty, so that No. 6. B«Qyghtoij 
ton Street, and iln* question was. Is Place was clearly so. As to the bt|i 
that witliin the royalty ? city of issue, regarding the residence an^ 
^Edinburgh consist<*d of>^wo parts, place of business within bu.'gh of 
tbetincient and the ej^^ided royah-y- c;andidatcs for the magistracy, Mr F. 
There was a difficulty in completing considered it as at once«lhe mostim- 
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portant and difficult. He would be 
able to prove that the practice ot* e- 
lecting^such qualified persons oitly 
was not exclusive. It mattered not in 
how intfny cases there was a devia- 
tion. i)ne was as good as a hundred, 
Tt woiW however be proved to the 
jury irltcn different cases, viz. Bailies 
Shaw, ^lacvicar, Eyre, Wood, Mufr, 
"r*o\inger, Brown, and Cowdn, (two 
of these twice elected,) none of whom 
, resided, or had places of business 
within the royalty. Before the dis- 
astrous battle of Flodden, the cit^^ 
was within walls which run by the 
-Castle, jttdthiii* the Cowgatc,* down 
^JLeK-triVynd, and the Nort^ 

Lodi*; but afterwards it wr*s extend- 
ed as a defence beyond ijie C 
and otTier suburbs. If these ten eWes 
were established the jury must find 
for the pursuers. 

Pursuers’ Proof. — Messrs M^Cart- 
»ney, Robertson, and Paul, Manager, 
Secretary, and Accountant of the 
Commercial Bank, Mr Burns, W. S., 
INlj; Ellis, writer, and MrWyld, mer- 
chant, dircfitors of the bank, were se- 
verally examined, and agreed that Mr 
Anders^bn held thirty shares, was* a 
director till 1816, and afterwards 
from 1817 ; that ^ is the duty of di- 
rectors to meet three times a-week, 
to consult as to granting discounts, 
cash accounts, &c. ; that Mr Ander- 
son attended closely, •but when out 
office it was optional iif him t^ 
attend ; that though, when he did at- 
tend, ilis advice might be asked, it 
was only the same as they woul3 of 
any other person ; and that, at these 
times, he did not sit at the business 
table, but generally near the fir^, read- 
ing the ]rapers, and had np right to 
give orders,' nor, as Mr Robertson 
^said, ^ demand inspection of his* 
bj)OKS, &c. 

A great many respectable witnesses 
/vveie examined as to the ten persons 
' who had been elected bailies withoiU 
VOL. XIIiirART n. 


residence or placq of business within 
burgh, which in most instances was 
proved, as well as that, in more than 
one, colourable places of business had 
been taken to qualify them to be elect- 
ed. Mr Jeffrey objected to evidence 
in Mr Cowan’s case, as he was elected 
in the middle of the year, to supply 
an accidental vacancy, and the issue 
applied only to cases at annual elec- 
tions. The Court overruled the ob- 
jection, and Mr Jeffrey tendered a 
bill of exceptions. 

Mr Jeffrey, for the defenders, now 
enlarged the jury. -He was vcrymuch 
deceived if he would occupy more 
than a moderate share of tlie jury's 
time by the statements and observa- 
tions I/e^lRid to make ; and it would 
be his study to manage these so as 
th^^ would have little difficulty in 
following him. No preliminary was 
required, and he would commence 
with facts. The two last issues re- 
lated to the personal condition .pf Mr 
Anderson, Though he had little 
doubt of the verdict on both being 
for him, he begged to say that both 
were not necessary, as a verdict in 
one would make it impossible to give 
the. pther against him, or at least to 
niaKc iMi any consequence; and he 
would rely on this verdict from the 
Evidence given, with a few explana- 
tions, as he did not mean to call a 
single witness about Broughton or the 
JJoinfncreial Bank. The arguments 
of the pursuers, of which they seem- 
ed very proud, to Broughton 
Street, seemed ti]^be. founded on the 
feus of Simpson and Gardner, con- 
veyed to Mr Jollie by chSkter in 1807.^ 
It was admitted on His that Ma* 
sJollic’s charter contained , 

that^in case the royalty should be 
extended to that quarter, Mr Jollie 
should build houses accordii^ to plan, 
subject t(^>ublic burdens, and that 
tbe samccibjjse was in Simpson’s; buff 
this was not^consent when M^giS’ 

M 
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tratcb or Managers pf Plerioi’s PIos- 
pitaf chose, bat when the authority 
of the Legislature should ordain it. 
In 1809, an act of Parliament was 
obtained, without consent ofjollie; 
but that was of little consequence, as 
a careful or careless reading of thc'act 
would convince the jury, that this 
point inusl be decided by the local 
description ; besides, it was admitted 
by the party, that No. 6* Ib ougliton 
Street was not on any of the lands 
contained in Mr Jollie’s charter. By 
the act Broughton Street is manifestly 
excluded, Broughton Street is built 
on the £us/ side of the road leading 
down from Broughton to Canon- 
mills or Bonnington ; wher ^s, in the 
act, which iwS distinct and^STSpicu,- 
aus, the lands declared to be includ- 
ed in the extended royalty arc Je- 
scribed as lying on the siej^e ol' 
this road, and bounded by it on the 
east; and every time the lands arc 
mentioned, it is within the boun- 
daries foresaid.’^ The title-deeds 
>how the same ; and it is already ad- 
mitted, that Broughton Street does 
not pay fotc/i but county tax, so there- 
fore cannot be withiij the royalty. 
Next, with regard to the j)lacii^oF 
iiu^iness, no other is asserted tlian 
tlie Commercial Bank, and where, 
when he was made a Bailie, it is alleg- 
ed Mr A. occasionally called in. Tliis 
might be passed over with little or no 
proof, and few observa ions. There, 
can be no dpiiht that a principal bank- 
ing establishnienlr, like the present, 
though a private §n(.’, is very* diffe- 
rent from a small company of part- 
^ners, cntitlel to interfere in the con- 
■r!i:4irns, aow what is going on, and 
-jdHioiTft any censorship or controul, i 
but exercising mutual rigiits, *But 
the Comnirroiai Banking (Company 
consists ^of 7(;(> partners, and has a 
rapiltil <)l‘ three millions. '^Arid is it 
pal|»ubl(‘ the < and ibc 

AiiR it wo'.dd ocrasi(|;.*' if evgry one 


of this large and mighty deinoccaii- 
cal assembly might have a voice, and 
bef entitled to interfere in l^e ma- 
nagement except at staled meetings f 
But it is wisely provided forlby the 
contract, that the whole business 
shall be entrusted to a certait dum- 
ber of officers iind directors. When 
AlV Anderson signed bonds, , it was „ 
not for liimself, but for belioof of . 
company. And it was stated by wit- 
nesses, that, ti^hcn out of the direc- . 
tion, he had no right, but at stated 
meetings, to demand inspection of the 
books, or otherwise it was merely rx 
gratia Jf the directors*tbai oqy thing * 
was communjiwMjtd. Jt js impo^StWa^ 
to find V^at Mr A. bad a ))lace of 
vhj || g iruy ^. is true the bank^might 
be aloLinge to him ; he had no otlu r 
business^ and the habit pffive years, 
in wdiich he had Iield the po^t ol* ho- 
nour, along with the usual juilite per- 
mission of the, directors, might iiw 
duce him instinctively to daudle up,, 
where he was at least certain of be- 
ing laudably and innocently aiiiusyd, 
by perusing tlie gossip arv;:! p()litic& of 
tlip day, and warming his toes at a 
comfortable fire. The otheF party 
cnileavoured to perplex the evidcnce, 
They asked not, wiiy he was there, 
but what effect his being there Jiad ; 
and it wa.*, very properly provt^d that 
Mr Anderson never pretended to in- 
terfere, never .^ontaneously gave any 
advice, ()ut only when ajiplieii to, ^f!i 
they did to all and sundry. There 
was^another piece, not of vei^ dciep 
cunning, but an attempt to be artful — 
they asked, Did he attend during the 
interval of his being out of tlie direc- 
tion ? Jlowcvcr, they were answ^ered, 
that “ he looked in and to the 
^question, “ Had be any right to de- 
mand inspection of books 
fere?’^ it had been answered, “ Most 
certainly ftot.” Now' really, gentle- 
nu u, without any wish to uiulervaku' 
the iinportcHice and aequiremeut'^ of 
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Mr Anderson, it lias not appe.*|{*cd in 
evidence, that the presence of this 
Atlas was so. indispensable, or'that, 
perliaps with supernatural efforts in 
othe!* branches, the bank might not 
have b^d some smidl chance of suc- 
cess even though he liad withdrawn 
his Irawny shoulders from it altoge- 
ther) 1 confess 1 am hardy enough 
’*to think this possible. After this it 
would be unnecessary to take much 
notice of the argument of working by 
servants. Mr Anderson never* di- 
rected, never presumed to do so ; no, 
they had not proved that l^e did any 
thing.tu bear out the ingenious simile 
'of the brewer and iiis mash-tub. Even 
that obsequious and enligiiteoed por- 
ter, ^o learned in his ^ade,-^didr^not 
know whether he was in or out of the 
direction, iiiough he had said that he 
never missed Mr Ander^n daudling 
in to the Bank, — the same as if he had 
said he ncver*missed the coats, hats, 
and sticks haugingin the lobby. It has 
been seen, therefore, that Mr A. had 
•10 powers, and though he had carried 
on a system of usurpation, and elect- 
ed himself an absolute dictatoi;, in 
virtue of which he transacted busi- 
ness, yet as the contract excluded 
his right, it w^liKl be found that he 
did not transact business. It was* 
said the had responsibility and risk, 
but that does not make him transact 
business. Every person ^ithin the 
*burghpaid trade stent for their bu«i- ^ 
ness, but Mr Anderson paid none, 
which proves that he had no qualifi- 
cation within burgh ; for the JNlagis- 
trates never as yet, in their great and 
grinding need of money, or in the 
most romantic of their projects, ad- 
vised to stent those without the burgh.* 
It is no doubt true, he was often scon 
that does not constitute 
^is doing business, any more than his 
lounging at the Cross, or^haunting a 
tippling house would do. indeed, 
bargains arc every day made on the 


High Street by persons not pretend- 
ing to have business. A man truly does 
business wfien he has a place where 
he has a right to go, and from which 
it would be a neglect of duty to stay 
^way, and which brings him in con- 
tact with persons on business ; but he 
had no right to go to the Bank, and 
would not have been blamed for stay- 
ing away ; and they might have shut 
the door in his face, though out of 
fespect for the laudable anxiety of 
Mr A. they gave him a polite invita- 
tion to come and warm himself, and 
read the papers, and comfort him- 
self wijth the daily assurance, that his 
wealth was in a prosperous concern. 
Mr Apj^rson certainly had been once 
specially invited when not a direc- 
tor ; but it will be remembered that 
k was about a week after he went out, 
anil about a business begun while he 
was in. All other visits were mere 
gossiping ones, and the effects of an 
amiable, natural and inveterate habit 
—an unwillingness to resign even the 
phantom of that consequence and 
power which had, for so many years, 
soothed and sweetened his private 
reflections^ and dignified all his pub- 
lio and appearances, and which 
made him thus, in the interregnum, 
haunt, like a troubled ghost, the seen 3 
of his former greatness. They might 
ask him questions when there, but ne- 
ver, asked him to come on purpose. 
But let it be remembered there arc 
two people concerned in-tlie game of 
business — one biij^s, another sells — 
one asks, another discounts ;.but Mr 
Anderson, while out, did not affect 
business, and no on^co^havc trans- 
acted business with him. ' outf d't' 
the^question to because he- 
lingering about the nlace, and be- 
cause they might asK him questions, 
perhaps merely to prevent him think- 
ing they !!pok no notice of him, that 
he was theroS^^doingbusinegs. T^is is 
too much of'n piece with tin* wild 
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and extravagant attempts of the piir- 
Fuers in other respects. .It is surely 
most pitiful and extraordinary in them 
to say, he not only did the bank’s, 
but his own business, because he Imd 
been called out at times. If he did 
business for himself there, he had no 
right to do so : he came by sufle- 
rance, and remained by sufferance, 

, and was uncalled, and, for all I have 
heard, uncared for. Supposing son^c 
of the respectable jury met in a 
coffee-house, and talked over the 
conduct of ministers, and the politics, 
of the day, no one would say, nor 
.would they themselves think, that 
they were doing the business of the 
nation. So is it with Mr Awderson, 
who frequented the bank without 
any obligation, for the express pur- 
ose of filling a vacant hour, whreh 
is want of other business to db of- 
ten thrust upon him. Mr Jeftrey en- 
tertained no doubt the jury would 
find for Iiim in both cases. The law 
was not disputed as to the qualifica- 
tions of bailies, and must have force, 
unless abrogated by the enactment 
of other laws, or forty years* usage. 
Bailie Anderson was elected in 1817; 
he had not the qualificationsf^nd^his 
election was complained of. With 
regard to Provosts, the qualificationa 
had generally been dispensed with in 
the country; and a hundred years* 
usage of dispensing with residence 
has set the statute, in so far as appli- 
cable to tllem, desuctudp. Lord 

Kilkerran found that Provosts were 
not required to be residenters, but 
that the Baifies, Dean of Guild, Trea- 
^j^rer, an'fsix v)f the nine Council, 
mu.>t-.-»Iiave residence. In the 6th 
'Hssue, the Magistrates were madr pur-*^ 
fiuers, and th^j burden of proving fell 
upon them. If tliey did not prove, 
he woul'd not be called upon to do so, 
ubnt would be entiUed j/ a verdict. 

lav? stands, proof of l;he 

contrary usage for the legal period it 
is |>et aside. The pursuers aver that it 


is th^custom to elect bailies not resi- 
dent^, but they must prove this prac- 
tice for a clear period of forty y^ars. 
He could dignify with no otbcujterm 
than a quibble, the exydaimtion that 
was attempted to be put on the word 
only** in the jssue; they atwipt- 
ed to say that it applied to instaaces, 
when it w'as evident it ^vas meant 
purely to distinguish persons and re- ‘ 
sidence, not instances : but they 
would be bound to prove the exis- 
tence of the practice for forty years. 

“ Only’* was an intensive expression 
in grammar ; and the statement would 
have been equally clearuuFhTwatjt, 
though not^so em^iatic. The Cotrrtof 
Session evidently wished to ascertain 
the practice,* and not whether *there 
was one or tAVo instances against it. It 
could never he said that^ a few soli- 
tary exceptions would create a con- 
trary practice. There were two illus- 
trious instances in the House of Corn-' 
mons, of the practice bemg departed 
from, in the great leaders of the two 
parties, Pitt and Pox, Avho look th^^ir 
seats before they were oT age ; but 
that did not alter the law, which re- 
quires majority as an indispensable 
qualification. Ple^ himself was an 
humble instance' of indulgence or 
oversight in the Faculty, having, from 
difficulty or delay in procuring* a cer- 
tificate, been edmitted without pro- 
per scratiny. And he would me^j- 
tion a very memorable instance which 
had lately been communicated tohim, 
of <5ecker, who was baptised and 
brought up as a dissenter, and yet 
was admitted into the Church of Eng- 
land, and promoted to the dignity 
of Ar\:hbisIiop, though the laws of 
the Episcopalians denied entrance 
‘within their pale, except to those 
baptised in the bosom of t1ft?r-owT:' 
church. tBut none of these altered 
the onward course of practice. So 
Jierc, if practice be made out for for- 
ty years, exceptions dp not alter it. 
There was produced by him a list of 
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one hundred and sixty-four biiilicB, 
out of which all they offered to^rove 
as e»ccptionSi were ten, and not a- 
bove pne-half would they be able to 
instruct; for that number included 
Mr CoAvai), who did not come within 
the ^cope of the issue, and two or 
threl who w’ere proved to h#ve had 
^oiourablc places of business to qua- 
lify them — a strong presumption thsft 
they were sensible in law, as well as 
practice, that resitfence was neces- 
sary. The Magistrates have not- at- 
tempted to go beyond a period of 
thirty- two j^ears with the iin^stances of* 
exception; and it was clear they were 
bound to prove a practice of forty 
years, though it was confessed they 
had«no evidence for the period re- 
quired by the issue. (Here Mr Jef- 
frey entered into a long scrutiny of 
the evidence in favour oCthc ten ex- 
ceptions.) Thus, only four or five ex- 
ceptions would be kit ; and he could 
not for a moment think, that the jury 
would suffer si^ih a small number to 
tiltcr the course of practice, through 
a series f)f one hundred and sixty- 
five Ijailics. He humbly implored an 
act of naked justice for the defend- 
ers, by the verdict which they would 
find in the several issues ; and offer- 
ing his most contrite apology for th® 
tim# he, had detained the jury, he 
left the case witli confidence in their 
hands. ^ 

The Court then adjourned nilh 
Tuesday morning, when the defend- 
ers proceeded w ith their proof re- 
garding the residence of the ten per- 
sons excepted by the pursuers unjer 
the sixth issue. Mr Taylor, of the 
City Tax-office, identified rilie stent- 
books prgduced, and showed froffi 
them that Bailies Thomson and 
Slurp were entered as tenants at the 
time of their election, agd “ nought- 
cd,” u e.^eased of a certain part of 
their stent, in consequence of ihcir 
being Moj^istrates; and also that 


Bailie C. Kerr was entered as a te- 
nant, Sir Wm. Fettes, Dr Stewart, 
Bailie Eyre, J. Sharp, and — Baird' 
proved, that C. Kerr was a partner 
in the King^s Printing-office ; F. 
Sharp, a partner in the firm of J. 
,Tackson and Co. ; and W. Thomson 
partner with Thomas Lawrie, and 
had all places of business within the 
royalty. One witness, J. Gibson, 
gave evidence, that Bailie Shaw had 
a cellar where he transacted business 
in the Lawnmarket at and before the 
time he was a bailie. Walter Smith 
stated positively that Bailie Muir had 
a garret in the High Street, where 
he kept gunpowder ; and another 
witnesi^., Baird, sw'ore that Bailie 
Macvicar had a receiving shop in the 
Cow^ate, as he had directed persons 
t^iere himself. 

^The Solicitor-General then ad- 
dressed the jury.on the part. of the 
Magistrates, and went over many of 
the grounds stated by Mr Forsyth in 
his opening speech. As to Mr Ander- 
son^s place of business, it was proved 
he was always at the Commercial 
Bank whether in or out of the di- 
rection. The issue asked whether 
or not, he had a place of business, and 
it was for the jury to make up their 
minds as to what constituted a place 
of business; and .they would find 
that in every construction Bailie An- 
de^^son bad one- He was a partner 
by contract, had been long a director 
by election, advised and consulted at 
the bank upon iftj business, was in- 
quired after there as the known and 
only place of his bi|siness, was a 
sharer of its profit.an(l\’oss, and par- 
ticipated in all the coii.^'\ence urul 
cqpsequence that partners' in any 
other concern do. It would be seen 
from contract that Re w^as not a dor- 
mant partner ; and the ether party 
should Jiow, that he was incapaci- 
tated to bc%an active partner, before 
they could overturn all the acts* of 
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business and partnersliip wbicli it had 
been shown he performed. ) t is not 
necessary, in order to be a banker, 
to stand behind a desk, receive and 
pay aw'uy money, discount bills, and 
toil at the books, A banker may 
accept bills by procuration, devolve 
discounts and books upon clerks, and 
not appear within the bank above 
once a month. If a partner does 
one act, it is the same as if he did all. 
One partner has power to dissolve 
the company ; yet it was asked at a 
witness, if a partner had a right to 
demand examination of his books. 
There were eight cases, which the 
defenders attempted to prove Avere 
well qualilied, but they certainly 
were not so well qualified as Mr An- 
derson ; for in several of the instan- 
ces, such as Thomson, Younger, 
Kerr, and Macvicar, no witnej^scs 
had sworn they saw them in their 
shops transacting business ; and 
though some of them wci*e proved to 
have been stented, so was Mr Ander- 
son, as a partner of the Commercial 
Bank. As to place of residence, the 
Solicitor-General read several ex- 
tracts from the act 1707, extend- 
ing the royalty over Queen istreet, 
and contended that it was by that 
act, and not by the act 1809, that 
the jury were to be guided ; at least 
they were entitled to construe the 
one of 18C0 by that which preceded 
it in 1767 ; and if he could not prove 
Broughton to be within the royalty, 
the jury could no objections to 
give at least a special verdict. (Here 
the Solicilor^ieneral was proceed- 
ing to interlpret.the act, when he 
stomviu by the Lord Chief-Com- 
fni«r.doner, who said that it wasghis 
province, hut that the party might 
give in a hill of exceptions to his in- 
lerpretatMn.) He contended his 
construclion of the act, tjftit is ex- 
j)Ipiqing one by anoljijie, was not 
novel, and denied he liad admittctl 


in thtsCourt of Session tliat Brough- 
ton ^trect was without the royalty, 
llow’^cver, if there was- a doubt on 
that point, there was none as to place 
of business* He next remarked on 
the defender’s proof, and mamtained 
that he had distinctly proved teiiex- 
ceptions to thesixth'issue, and hljiped 
that if the jury did not find a general 
♦erdict for him, they would specify 
the exceptions ; that as to Mr Ander- 
son’s place of bu^jiness, it was a ques- 
tion of law, and if not satisfied of it, 
begged they would state the nature* 
of hii attendance. He trusted the 
jury would give due deliLcration to 
this very important case, as it might 
not only be subversive of the present 
Magistracy, but go deeply into^the 
general question of burgh law. 

'J'hc Lord Chief-('Ofamissioncr 
shortly summed up. the case to the 
jury. Ho knew the long and ardu- 
ous duty they had so patiently per- 
formed, and w'ould be brief. Tile 
counsel had not prqcccded in the 
order of the issues ; and to prevent^ 
the jury being perplexed, he would 
take the same course. It had J[>ceii 
distinctly proved that Bailie Ander- 
son was out of the direction at the 
time of bis election ; S’ad the witness- 
»cs adduced by the pursuers them- 
selves had agreed in saying, Chat 
during that time^he attended merely 
for his ow(ii amusement, and had no 
•share in the management, except 
occasionally through politeness the 
directors asked him questions. But 
all this did not constitute transac- 
tion of hubirress ; and he thought thal 
the jury were bound to negative tlu 
latter part of issue ninth, by finding 
that Mr Anderson did ngt actually 
transact the business of the bank ut 
the office of the Company flKthe 
High iStre^t, at Michaelmas 1817.' 
On the eighth issue, as on the others, 
he was happy that he had the con- 
cilrrence of his learned brothers. lie 
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, <i.onsi(lercd that the act 18CQ was 
explicit enough in itself to e^lain 
its pftrposcs, and that it clearly proved 
No. Broughton Street not to be 
within the royalty, because the pro- 
perty there extended is all described 
as ^he tvusl of Broughton 

roa^, and bounded by it on the aasf, 

. .whereas Broughton Street is indis- 
■ putably erected on the rnsl of that 
road, and bounded by it on thetvesf; 
and in every clause* of the act where 
the property is alluded to, there is 
added, “ within file boundaries fore-« 
said,’^ and sometimes the strong and 
unequivocal term “ limits’’ is joined. 
As to the second part of this issue, 
it is not alleged that Mr Anderson 
had*atiy other place qf business,Than 
the bank, so that that point will be 
determined by their verdict on the 
ninth ; and he was of Opinion that 
they should find, that “ he actually 
did not reside, and had not a place 
ol‘ business within the royalt}^, an- 
cient or extended.” The seventh 
•issue would bo easily disposed of, 
as instances were admitted, and o- 
therJi proved, of colourable places of 
residence or business having been 
taken to qualify eandiilates for the 
Magistracy, £^d the jury would re- 
turn their verdict to that effect,® 
speftifying the iuslances. The sixth 
issue was ilje first i4» the list, but the 
^ last in the order adopted b} counsel, 
though certainly not the last in im- * 
portance. It appeared to him that 
two or three exceptions could’licver 
alter an established practice for a 
long period; and that though the 
. construction of this issue admitted of 
m'gument, it was the intension amj 
wish of the Superior Uourt to ascer- 
tain the practice, and not whetffer 
there 'were any, or few instances a- 
* gainst it. There were li^ts ])roduccd 
by complaincrs, containing the names 
ofone hundred and sixty-livc bailies, 
wlio had fgicccssively been in the, 


Magistracy for upwards of forty 
years ; of these ten were excepted 
by the present .pursuers, and some 
of these were liable to question ; yet 
even there did not occur within that 
period, sufficient to affect the con- ■ 
trary practice ; for the issues requi* 
red forty years, and these did not go 
beyond the last thirty-two years. 
He had no doubt in his mind, that 
in the legal interpretation, as well as 
that of common experience, the prac- 
tice in so many instances could not 
be altered by exceptions so few in 
number, and so much short of the 
legal prescription. These few re- 
marks exhausted all that he consider- 
ed it necessary to say to the jury, on 
points to which they had paid so 
much attention. With regard to the 
j5roof about the persons excepted, 
he*wouId only refer the jury to their 
notes ; and while he stated it as his 
opinion, that they should find iti 
this issue that it had been the prac- 
tice at annual meetings, for forty 
years and upwards, to elect as bailies 
such persons as actually resided, or 
had places of business within the 
royalty, &c. they should indorse up- 
on it the names and numbers of such 
exceptions as they might think suffi- 
ciently proved. 

The Solicitor-General gave in a 
bill of exceptions to the C’ourt’s in- 
terpretation of the acts of Parlia- 
ment, (Src. wdien the jury retired for 
about three hours^ and returned the 
following verdicts : — 

VI. kind, Thai at the annual meet- 
ing for the election of Magistrates, 
it has been the pf act for forty 
years or upwards, to elect, da BaiJics 
of^he City of Edinburgh, such per- 
sons as actually reside, or have a 
place of business within the royalty, 
ancient or extended, where they ac- 
tually transact business, w'ith tlic c]f- 
ception of t7*^i-instancc$ to be rocofd- 
, cd of persons who have been elect- 
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ed, who did not actually reside or 
have n place of business within the 
ro 3 ^alty, ancient or extended, where 
tliey actually transacted business ; 
viz. (Seorge Shaw in 1785; Neil 
Macvicar in 1708 and 1801 ; John 
Muir in 1807; Walter Wood 1796; 
James Eyre 1795 and 1798; Archi- 
bald Campbell younger 1808 ; Dun- 
can Cowan 1814; Walter Brown 
1816 ; all of whom were elected Qt 
annual meetings, except Duncan 
C(3wan, who was elected in the course 
of the year to fill up a vacancy. 

VII. Eind, That there have been 
instances of persons having obtained 
the possession of a shop, cellar, house, 
or room, as a colourable* piaco of 
residence or business, for the pur- 
pose of qualifying tliemselvcs to be 
elected as Bailies of the said city of 
Edinburgh, and which persons &re 
the following, viz. James Eyre 1795 
and 1798; Walter Wood 1796; 
Archibald Campbell younger 1808. 

VIIT. Eind, That Mr Robert An- 
derson, said to have been elected a 
Bailie of the City of Edinburgh at 
Michaelmas 1817, did not actually 
reside, and had not a place of busi- 
ness where he transacted business 
wdthin the royalty, ancient or ex- 
tended, of the said city, at the period 
aforesaid. 

JX. Find, That Mr Robert Ander- 
son resided at No. 6. Broughton 
Place, and was a partner of the Com- 
mercial Banking (Jompar.y of Scot- 
land, and a holder of thirty shares of 
stock of the said company, but did 
not actually transact the business of 
the Bank at^the office -of the Com- 
pany in tht/High Street of Edinburgh 
at Michaelmas 1817. ^ 


CoBBETT^s Register. 


Court of King's Bench y Friday ^ 
December 10. 

t 

Wright V. Clement. 


Mr Chitty stated that this was an 
action against the defendant, Mr 
Wi!liam Clement, for publishing 
two allcgod libels contained in “ Cob- 
bctCs weekly Political Register,’* 
one on the 4th of January 1817, and 
the other on the 8d of July 1818, 
imputing to fbe plaintiff the forgery 
of certain letlers, obtaining money 
under false pretences, and other 
matters injurious to his ch*aracter. 

Mr Scarlett, who, together wdth 
Mr Gurney and Mr Denham, appear- 
ed for the piaiiuifl^ inhis address to the 
jury, distinguislied this case from ano- 
ther action which had just been tried, 
by observing, that this was a case ot 
a much more aggravated nature, in- 
asmuch as it seriously affected the in- 
terests of a private individual, upon 
points on which his very existence in 
society depended ; whereas the for- 
'Yncr arose out of a matter connected 
solely wdth the political characteFand 
conduct of a pct-son who was an ac- 
tor in some of the continental trans- 
*acfions of the last war. This distinc- 
tion was the more likely to engage 
the attention of the jury, considering 
the aggravated nature of the libel 
now presented to their notice. The 
plaintiff was a person well known to 
Bie literAry part of the chy of Lon- 
don, as being tlie conductor or raa- 
na’gcr of a register of the proct^ings 
in Parliament, published under the 
name of Ml Cobbett. In testimony 
of the value and import-ance of that 
pqJ)lication, in which Mr Wright had 
.displayed so much industry and tu- 
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lent, for his own part he confci^cd 
there was no book wdnch he had ^er 
read frhm wliieli lie had derived so 
much professional knowledge upon 
the subject of election law. The de- 
fendant, Mr Clement, was a gentle- 
man also well known ys the editor or 
prpprititor of the Ohscrvei' newspa- 
I)jor, and he (Mr Scarlett) would say 
*i)|*that publication, that he b«licved 
it to be a most respectable journal, 
and conducted in suMi a way as to 
afford very general satisfaction. The 
publication in which the alleged li- 
bels which were the subject of the 
present action appeared, was not one 
of the same character, or of which 
the defendant avowcddiimsclf to be 
proprietor, altbpiigb it >fouJd be pro- 
ved that he was the agent of the pro- 
prietor. What share or interest he 
had in the sale of it was net publicly 
announced, nor indeed, for the pur- 
poses of the present Action, was that 
*a matter of importance. It would be 
sufficient to prove that he had been 
tfle individual through whose haiidte 
the libels h?id been sent into the world. 
The learned counsel then entered in- 
to a history of the party libelling, and 
the party libelh;d. The pleadings 
had stated that •the libels were pub- 
lished in Cobbett’s Political llegis- 
ter/** The jury were sufficiently ap- 
prised of who Mr CoJ^bett was. To 
mention the name of that»man was 
enough to convince them oi’ the in- 
fluence and elFcct which a work com- 
ing from bis pen must bilve upon the 
minds of those who were susceptible 
of the strongest impressions which 
. the English language was capable of 
making. Mr Cobbett, it wus'known,^ 
possessed gKcat powers of argument, 
and probably cijuailed any man that 
ever existed in the faculty of excit- 
Ting popular feeling. Siuih qualities 
rendered him a most formidable op- 
ponent to any man who entered the 


lists wdtb him in written discussion ; 
but this bcc^e still more formida- 
ble, when exerted for the purpose of 
gralifyingpersonal resentment. There 
had once existed a connexion between 
Mt; Cobbett and Mr Wright. This 
connexion commenced soon after the 
former returned to his native coun- 
try from America, in the ye* 1800. 
At that peiiod, Mr Cobbett opened 
a bookseller’s shop in Pall-mall, un- 
der the emblematical insignia of the 
Bible, the Crown, the Cushion, and 
|he Mitre, with the loyal device of 
Fear God, and honour the King.” 
Under such auspicious designations, 
Mr Cobbett recommended himself to 
the public as the publisher of literary 
works of the highest character. In 
such a situation , nothing was more like- 
ly than that Mr Wriglit should antici- 
pates the most advantageous results, 
in point of character and respectabi- 
lity, from a connexion with this per- 
son. Under these circumstances 
Mr Cobbett sent forth tlu> publica- 
tion, wdiicb prese^^ted, perhaps, sorn^ 
oi* the best specimens of style that 
ever adorned English literature. His 
sentiments upon morality, religion, 
and politics, then commanded the ad- 
miration of the whole nation. His 
» sentiments with respect to Mr Tho- 
mas Paine’s political and irreligious 
works (if he might so express him- 
self)» reflected the highest honour up- 
•on the motives which then influenced 
his conduct.^ His eloquent and power- 
ful an imad versions* upon this person’s 
eflbrts to subvert all government and 
religion in this country, and the con- 
sequences which nvirked his career 
during the French revolutirm, were 
the* admiration of every reflecting 
and well-ordered minjl. The learn- 
ed gentleman proceeded to read an 
extract from the works of C’obbett 
of that day, to shew the horror an^ji 
contempt whieJh he (the authoj) «;n- 
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tertaineci of Paine. At this period 
Mv Wright ibrmed h^ connexion 
with Ml* Cobbett, whiSi continued 
until the year ISIO, during which 
interval the plaintiff had been his 
most useful and active coadjutor in 
all the labours in which he was en- 
gaged. In 1 81 6 Mr Cobbett was 
tried and convicted of a libel, pub- 
lished in his Ixi'gislcr^ upon the sub- 
ject of military punishments. On 
that occasion, a negotiation was en- 
tered into by^lr ('obbeti with the 
(fovernnicnt, lor tlie purpose of ar- 
resting the judgment which awaiteef 
liiin, on eoiulition of his discontinuing 
the puhlicalion of liis llcgUler, Mr 
Wright was his confidential agent up- 
on that occasion ; but the negotiation 
having i'ailed, Mr (.’obbett was sent 
to Newgate, In consequence of this, 
the licgistcf proceeded, buf in* the 
mean lime di'-putes arose between 
Mr Cobbett and Mr Wright, upon 
matters ol’ pecuniar}' claims on the 
part of the iatra r, which ended not 
Jong after in open I^ostilily. "fhe ne- 
gotiation vvith (lovcrjirnent having 
failed, it v. a'^an object with ^^r Cob- 
belt, ibr the ^n c.-ervallon of his po- 
puhirit}', to keep lliat matter out of 
view. Mr A\'right was the only de- 
j)05itary of ihis> seen 1, except Mr,, 
licevi*s, a gentienuin ofhigli charac- 
ter, througli whom the application 
was made to Mr Peiccval, then CJian- 
rellor of tlie Exchequer, 'fhis cir-* 
cLirnstanee, however, by some means 
w‘a» divulged, and* Mr Cflbbctt, attri- 
buting the communication of it to Mr 
Wrlglu, puhlisslied the libel on the 
dtli of Jannai*}' l^ilT, which was one 
of the subjects ol' this action. The 
libel c()n>i'.tVd of n letter publi:jfied 
in the and was occasioned 

in conscupicncb nf certain remarks 
pubii^lje k-ih* Th<i Tlvtcs newspaper of 
ihc.day, conciuning Mr (’obbett’s 
^plication lo (lovcrmnent, to dc’pro- 
cal(* the .'.enlence of llie'law. ‘’i’liat 


libel, without naming Mr Wright, 
sujpciently expressed Mr CobheiPs 
conviction that he \vm the channel of 
thc*information, and was con»ehcd in 
terms the most injurious to his cha- 
racter; and any person a/;quainted 
wdth the parties and their connexion 
must at once Iiave cornu to ilje con- 
clusion that Mr Wright was the ob- 
ject of the libel. That gentleman,* 
lioivevcr, thought the subject then un- 
worthy of legal* proceedings, from the 
oj^scure manner in which it watf ex- 
pressed, he being at that time desirous 
o f W' i th (Ira wi ng h i mse I f fro m p uh I ic ob- 
servation. In this state matters rest- 
ed until the year 1818, when an elec- 
tion look place for the city of West- 
minster, for* which there w ora seve- 
ral candidates, amongst others the 
late illicMrious ornarnenttof his conn- 
hy, Sir Samuel Uomilly, Sir Francis 
Jiurdett, Mr Kinnaird, and a gentle- 
man iKuned This latter gen-* 

tlcrnan was considered to In. a popu-* 
Jar candidate, and certainly in one 
sense he miglit be so coiKsideri'd, •?»- 
asmuch as he (Mr Scarlttt) under- 
stood that he was a very great Javoii- 
rile amongst the old w^omcn and chil- 
dren, who generally' formed lii.s au- 
dience, It luul fo»a coiriidcrable 
time before been the study o( iMr 
Cobbett in his writings to rccon>aiexid 
this gentleman gp the favour and good 
opinion of the citizens of Westuxiri; 
sfer, as a fit and proper representative 
of their sense in Farliament. Jn short, 
his oiijcct seemed to be, to write Mr 
Hunt up as the only man who could 
properly reprc’scnt “ the free and cn * 
iigJiteiicd inhabitants of West min-, 
ster.” * 01 ) the occasion in (pieslion, 
Mr Cleary, who interested himself 
in the success of Sir F. Burdett, I)c- 
ing doirous of proving to tliT! elec- 
tors of Wqptminster that the opinioiv 
of Mr Cobbett was not always tlie 
same with respect to Mr Ilunt’s rha- 
rdeter and conducl,pi educed a Idler, 
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written by Mr Cobbett in tlie yx'ftt 
1808, addressed by that gentlema^to 
Mr Wright, in which were the follow- 
ing expressions : — 

** There is one Hunt, the Bristol 
man : beware of him : he lives with 

a w the wife of^anptlier man, 

' with d'hom he is riding about the 
country; a sad fellow. Have no- 
thing to do with him. 

Adieu. Wm. Cobbett.” 

This letter was readtu the hustings, 
in order to show that Mr Hunt wgs 
not a person worthy of the honour to 
which he aspired ; and it’ ptipduccd 
the effect which might naturally be 
expected. The circumstance was af- 
terwards communicated to Mr Cob- 
bett, in America; and at. a meeting 
which took place at the Crown and 
Anchor I'avcrri upon the subject, Mr 
Hunt took occasion publwdy to de- 
clare that the letter so produced w'as 
•a The resulli with respect to 
^Jr Cobbett^s proceedings marked 
the temper of liis mind, and showed 
a fnalignily of heart scarcely credible 
of a man possessing the powers and 
acquirements for which he had given 
him credit. He resorted, in the ex- 
tremity of the situation in which he 
was placed, to « species of cruelty 
the most barbarous and unnatural. 
His conduct was like that of a man 
who, unable any longer to meet his 
antagoiflst in the i'air field, of argu- 
ment, had recourse to the concealrtl 
dagger or the poisoned arrow. It was 
the artifice of a base and sordid mind, 
which, when unable to answer its ad- 
versary by the powers of reason, stop- 
ped all further argument, and char- 
ged its opponent with tlie conuuission 
of an atrocious crime. Who but a man' 
of the most barbaroas, unrelenting, 
and malignant passions could, even in 
the fever of personal angpr and ani- 
mosity^ have heaped upon his enemy 
an imputation of a ibul crime, which 
at the lime he must have known to tfc 


false ? And yet such were the cir- 
cumstances under which Mr Cobbett 
wrote his second libel, which was the 
subject of this action. The learned 
counsel then proceeded to read the 
lib^l, which was in a letter addressed 
to Major Cartwvight, “ on the Rump 
Farce at the Crown and Anchor, 
November 17, 1818, and partifcularly ' 
on the conduct of Sir F.Burdett, and 
that of Cleary and his associate 
Wifight, with regard to the forgery,” 
from wliich the following extracts 
were read : — 

It is the fate of feeble animals, 
when they get into mire, to bury them- 
selves by their efforts to emerge ; a 
complete instance of w hich wc have in 
the conduct of these associates on the 
17th of November last. Mr Hunt, 
up©n this occasion, produced my let- 
ter to the Editor of the York 

Evening Pm, declaring the letter 
read by Cleary at the hustings to be 
a forgery, done by himself, or got 
from a mAn who had in many instan- 
ces been guilty of a similar offence.” 

** You, my dear sir, know the his- 
tory of this Wright — you know all his 
tricks, all his attempts. The public 
do not ; and 1 w'ill not now' trouble 
the public with the detail, which, if 
*put in a suitable form, w^ould make a 
romance, in the words of truth, far 
surpassing any thing that ever was 
imagined of moral turpitude. I will 
•execute this task one day or other. 
If the caitiff* should put forth any 
thing by way of ^lalliation, in the 
mean while there is Mr Walker — 
there is Mr Margrave — there is ray 
attorney — there is l^lr Swann — there 
is Sir F. Burdett himself — there is my 
son^lohn — who, though he w^as then 
a child, Bull never forget the big round 
drops of sweat that in'^a cold w inter^s 
day rolled down the caitiffWorehead, 
when he W’as detected in fabricating 
accounts; and, when I took Johnny 
by the liand (>vho had begun tvljim'* 
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pering for poor*Mr Wright) and said, 
“ Look at that man, my dear ! Those 
drops of sweat are the effect of de- 
tected dishonesty ! Think of that, my 
dear child, and you will always be an 
honest man !” Mr Peter Walker and 
Mr Swann were present at this scene, 
whidh took place in my room in New- 
gate, id 181 L” 

Oh ! Oh ! Now we have it out ! 
Now we have before us the third ac- 
complice in this vile transaction. Tfiat 
Wright was their accomplice is all I 
wanted to see proved, and now it is 
proved.” • 

** Surely the immaculate being, 
preceded by the milk-white charger, 
will not attempt to maintain that the 
no less immaculate person who rode 
that charger had a moral right to use 
against Mr Hunt and a lady, and in 
favour of Sir F. Burdett, a letter — 
and such a letter gotten Trorn a man 
wh6 stood charged with defrauding 
the pretended author of the letter, 
and who stood so cbarged*upon the 
oath of Sir F. Burdett himself.” 

The learned counsel then went on 
to read other parts of the libel, which 
charged Mr Wright with borrowing 
money in the name of the author, 
without his authority, &c. 

Mr Hunt, who came into Court 
when the trial was called on, rose at 
this time with considerable warmth, 
and expressed a hope that the learn- 
ed Judge would not allow him to be 
libelled by falsehood. The learned 
counsel hadstatetl that he (Mr Hunt) 
had declared at a public meeting that 
the letter attributed to Mr Cobbett 
.was a forgery. , 

The Lord Chief-Justice said, he 
had not heard the -learned counsel 
make any such observation ; he had 
merely read tfte libellous publication, 
aa he hakl a right to do, and if it li- 
Jielled any other person than the plain- 
tjfL he was very sorry for it. 

Mr Scarlett resumed*, and corn- 


minted upon the atrocious character 
of /me libel ; and in alluding to Mr 
Cobbett’s abuse of the powers with 
which by nature he had been endow- 
ed, said It was true that he might have • 
the intellects of an angel, ^ but they 
were those pfa fallen angel. He then 
dwelt upon the question of damages, 
and contended that this was tlie only 
tribunal to which the plaintiff could 
apply for redress ; which, if he could 
not find at their hands, it were better 
to blot the power of writing out of 
the catalogue of human talents. No 
doubt could exist of the responsibili- 
ty of Mr Clement for the consequence 
of this publication,- because he was 
the agent of a person who, from a dis- 
tant clime, sent forth to the world an 
attack characterized by so much ma- 
lignity. 

J. Stenoor proved that he purcha- 
sed the Register^ containing the libel, 
at Mr Cleraentts shop. 

George Granger gave like evidence 
with respect to the Register^ contain- 
ing the second libel, on the Gth^ of 
March 1819. " 

Mr Thomas Hansard, the nrlnter, 
being shown the letter read by Mr 
Cleary at the Westminster election, 
swore positively that it was of the 
handwriting of Mr Cobbett. 

Mr John Paul, an accountant em- 
ployed to arrange accounts between 
Mr Wright and Mr Cobbett, also 
proved the same fact. Other witnes- 
ses deposed to the same effect. 

Mr Adolphus then addressed the 
jury on behalf of the defendant, la 
reply to the topics addressed by the 
plaintiff’s counsel to the jury, he said, 
that they were in no respect appli- 
cable to the present question, inas- 
much as they were merely strictures 
upon the political character and con-* 
duct of 1\Jr Cobbett, with which the 
defendant had nothing to do, he be- 
ing a mere vender of the hrst libel. 
With respect to the second, he pro- 
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posed to offer evidence to^ow that the Mr John Sudbury, Mr Charles Cle- 
defendant had, long prior to that (|ib- ment, (brother of the defendant,) and 
lication, directed his servants to dis- Richard Mainwaring, were then call* 
continue the sale of Cobbeti^s Re^is-^ ed, and they proved that the defen* 
ier^ and that if any sale had taken dant had positively interdicted them 

S ince, it jvas in direct opposition to from selling Cobbett^s Register at his 
is order. With respect to the ques- shop several weeks prior to the 6th 
tion of damages, the usual foundation March. * 

in such cases had not been laid, the Mr Adolphus next proposed to 
•jury having been left wholly in igno- prove the circumstance of the plain- 
rance as to who Mr Wright was, what tiff having withdrawn his records in ‘ 
good fame he had los9^ or how, in any tlfe actions against Dolby and Hay ; 
degree, he had been injured by the . but, although the fact seemed not to 
publication, . It was impossible, ne be disputed, yet he declined pursuing 
“WHd, for Mr Clement to justj/y theli* *that course, upon a suggestion from 
bel, nor did he affect to rest his de- Mr Scarlett, that a sufficient reason 
fence upon any such ground ; because , could be assigned for that step, 
he rested his innocence solely upon Mr Scarlett having replied at great 
the fact of his not having published length, 

the libel. But the jury would judge The Lord Chief- Justice stated the 
of Mr Wriglit^s candour on this occa- cfi«e to the jury, who retired for half 
sion, and of his title to danviges, when an our, and on entering the Court 
it would be proved, that in two other lyiated, that they found their verdict^ 
.actions against other.publishers of the on the first libel, for the defendant; 
* same libel, who had pleaded justifica- and, on the 2d, •for the plaintiff. Pa- 
tions, he had withdrawn his records, mages, L.500. 
smd put them into his pocket, with* 
out having courage to face an issue 
for tjying the truth of those libels. 



C 190 ] 


No. II. 

PROCEEDINGS OF SOCIETIES. 


Roval Society of London. 

In consequence of the death of liet 
Majesty, the ordinary business of the 
society was suspended during two 
meetings. The sittings were, how- 
ever, resumed on Thursday the' 5th 
of November, when Sir Everard 
Home read the Croonian Lecture.^ 
November 12. Dr Brewster com- 
njunicated a paper *00 the absorption 
of polarised light by doubly refract- 
ing crystals. 

The annual meeting for the elec- 
tion of officers for the ensging year, 
took place on November .SO., when 
the following noblemen and gentle- 
men were elected : 

President, 

Right lion. Sir Joseph Banks, Bart. 
G. C. B. Sec, 

Secretaries, 

William Thomas Brande, Esq. and * 
Taylor Combe, Esq. 

TreXsurer, 

Samuel Lysons, Esq. 

There remained of the old council, 
Right Hon. §ir J. Banks, Bart. . 
William Thomas Brande, Esq. 
Lord Bishop of Carlilc, ^ 
Taylor Combe, TSsq. 

* Sir Humphry Davy, Bart. 

Sir &x'rard Home, Bart. 

Samuel Lysons, Esq. 

^ George, Earl of Morion, 

.folin Pond, Esej. 


William Hyde Wollaston, M. D, 

Thomas Young, M. D. 

There were elected into the new 
council, 

J. P. Aupiol, Esq. r 

R. Bingley, Esq. 

Sir T. G. Cullam, Bert. 

John, Earl of Darnlcy, 

S. Davis, Esq. 

Sylvester, I^rd Glenbcrvie, 

Major General Sir. J. W. Gor^ 

don, K. C. B. 

Sir A. Johnston, Knight, » 

Reverend K. Nares, 

Sir J. T. Staunton, Bart. 

At this meeting, the Copley medal 
was voted to Mr (now Sir Robert) 
Seppings, for his various improve- 
ments in the construction of ships, 
communicated to the Royal Society, 
and published in their transactions. 

December 10. and 17. Both these 
days were nearly occupied in read- 
ing a paper, by M. Theodore de 
Saussure, communicated by Dr Mar* 
cet, on the decomposition of starch 
by the action of air and water at 
common temperatures. A portion 
of starch simply boiled in water was 
exposed for two years under a glass 
Jar in a temperature between 68° and 
77°. At the end of that time about 
Jd of it was found converted into, 
saccharine matter, similar in its pro- 
perties to the sugar prepared from 
iStarch ‘by the action of sulphuric 
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acid. On observing this fact, the au- 
thor was induced to examine i^ore 
attentively thg nature of thb changes' 
produced. He found, that besides 
sugar a species of gum was formed, 
as also a peculiar intermediate sub- 
stance, which he denominated amU 
dinCy while a substance remained in- 
soluble in water, which was probably 
starch somewhat altered in its pro- 
perties ; but the author was unable to 
dctcririinc whether «the presence or 
absance of air affected the quantity 
of sugar obtained. 

-.^December 21*. A paper by Capt. 
Dulf, R. N. was read, on the anti- 
septic properties of peat-moss,, as a 
preventive of the dry rot in timber. 
After staling the wcll-Jknown effects 
of peat-moss in preserving wood un- 
altered for^ages, the taiUhor suggests 
that a set of experiment^ should be 
made to ascertain the eflccts of im- 
pregnating timber ..with the water 
from pcat-niosses. 

.January J 1819. Sir Everard 
llome read a paper on the Corpora 
Lutca. before puberty the te^wture 
of the ovarium is loose and open, and 
contains globular Cells ; after, puber- 
ty the corpora lutea are found in the 
substance of tl^e ovarium. The ova 
are formed in the corpora lutca, and, 
acco^’ding to ^ir E., exist anterior to 
sexual intercourse : when the ova 
are formed, the corpora lutca are de- 
stroyed by absorption, wliether the 
contained ova are impregnated or not. 
Sir E. thinks, that imprcgnatipii is 
necessary to the expulsion of the ova, 
and that the corpus lutcum is hurst 
by extravasated blood, its cavity, af- 
ter the escape of the ovun^, being 
found distended Avith coaguIatcc^ 
blood. When impregnation does not 
take place, the ovum remains in the 
cavity of the corpus lutcum ; from 
wdiich the author thinks Ithut the o- 
viini is impregnated in the ovarium 
itself ^ 


January 21 . There was rea<I a pa- 
per by Dr T. Young, entitled^ ** Re- 
marks on the Advantage of Multi- 
plied Observations in the Physical 
Sciertces, and on the Density of the 
Earth.” Having made some obser- 
vdtions on the application of the doc- 
trine of chances to the physical 
sciences, the author showed that the 
combination of many different causes 
of error, each liable to change, has a 
tendency to dimini.sh fjie aggregate 
variation of their joint effect. From 
calculation he then inferred, that the 
'original conditions of the probability 
of different errors do not consider- 
ably modify the conclusions respect- 
ing the accuracy of the mcap result,- 
because their effect is included in. the 
magnitude of the mean error, from 
which these conclusions arc deduced. 
He^ulso showed, that the error of the 
mean arising from this limitation is 
never likely to be greater than six- 
sevenths of the mean of all the errors, 
divided by llic sqi^re root of the 
number of observations. In speaking 
of the density of the earth. Dr Y, at- 
tempted to show, that the general 
law of compression is quite sufficient 
to explain the greater density of the 
interior of the carth| and that this 
^ law, which is true for small pressures, 
in all substances, and universally in 
clastic fluids, requires some modifi- 
cation for solids and liquids, the re- 
.sistance of these increasing faster 
than the density; for no^ineral sub- 
stance, he obsqrvcd^ is sufficient!}' light 
and incompressible to afford a sphere 
as large as the earth, and of the same 
^ccific gravity, without such devia- 
don from the general law. A sphere 
of jvatar or of air would be still more 
dense; and the mo.on, if she contain- 
ed such cavities, w«^uld soon have 
absorbed her atmosphere,,^ had she 
over possessed any. The paper con- 
cluded with some remarks on Eulcr'5 
ftrniula fur the rolling penduluhi, in 
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which the perfect accuracy of La- 
placets theory for the length of the 
convertible pendulum rolling on e- 
quai cylinders was shown. 

January 2S. A paper by Captain 
W. J. Webbe was read, entitled, 

Memoir of a Survey of the IVo- 
vince of KcemaonJ* Among a va- 
riety of other matter, this paper con- 
tained an account of the heights of 
many of the snowy peaks of the 
ridge from wjiich the Dneiper, Do^i, 
and Volga, descend on the Euro- 
pean side, and the Ganges and In- 
dus on the Asiatic ; and appended' 
was an extensive catalogue of the 
latitudes, longitudes, and elevations 
. of places and stations in the province 
ofKeemaon. 

At this meeting was *also read a 
paper by Professor Aldini, entitled, 
« An Experimental Inquiry upon 
Gas Light on the Continent, irith 
some observations upon the present 
state of the Illumination of London."* 
The author suggested, that vvherO 
coals could not be obtained, turf 
might be substituted ; also the refuse 
bark of tan-yards, pitch, tar, petro- 
leum, and oil ; and pointed out the 
possibility of employing hydrogen 
from the decomposition of water for 
augmenting the quantity of gas. 

February 4. A paper by W. 
Bain, Esq. was read on the dangers 
to which navigation is exposed, by 
navigators neglecting to make* the^ 
local attraction on shipboard, an cle- 
ment of calculation. 

A paper was next read by W. 
Scoresby junior, Esq. on the anomaly 
,of the magnetfe needle, as observed 
on shipboard. * Captain Flinders 
first pointed out the anomalous varia- 
tion caused by the attraction of the 
iron of the ship. The author stated 
bis observations on the same subject 
in the years 1815 and 1817, upon the 
of Spitzbergen, select tables of 
vmich obseVvations ^erc given. To 


these were added, some general in- 
feref^ ces upon the subject, deduced 
at the tim*e of observation. 

Two other communications were • 
read ; one on the genus Ocythoe 
and the other on the extraction of 
roots. Neither appears to have been 
of much value. '■ 

February 11. Captain J. Ross, 
E. N. read a paper on the variation 
of the compass. This subject had 
particularly engaged his attention 
during his late voyage to the Ai;ctic 
regions ; and he detailed his -eXr 
periments in the order in which they 
were mdde. From these, he con- 
cluded that every ship has a peculiar 
attraction affecting her compasses, 
the exact ampunt of which it is dif- 
ficult to ascertain. This attraction 
is not progressive, but irregular. 

February 25. Sir H. Davy read 
a paper on the formation of mists in 
particular situations. He observed 
that the force of temperature after 
sunset is greater on land than on 
water; and referred to the well- 
known peculiarity in the expansibi- 
lity of water at temperatures below 
40°, as the cause by which botii the 
water and the superincumbent air 
are preserved at a sviperior tempera- 
ture. When therefore the cold and 
comparatively dry air mixes with the 
warmer and moister air resting on 
the water, the consequent diminution 
of the teinperaturc of the latter has 
a tendency to separate a portion of 
its inoisture in the form of mist. 

At this meeting also, a paper was 
read by Captain Sabine, entitled, 
Observations on the Dip and Varia- 
tion of the Magnetic Needle, and o^i * 
♦'(he intensity of the Magnetic Force, 
made durin g the late voy £tge in search 
of a North-West Passage.” The 
author stated, that the dippingneedle. 
employed in these observations was 
similar to that described by Mr Ca- 
vendish, and made by the same artist. 
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In determining the intensity the 
magnetic force, a magnet wasiem- 
ployed to dra^ a needle to the hori- 
zontal^ position. The magnet was 
then remind at an observed mo- 
ment, and tne needle permitted to 
oscillate till the arps became too 
small to be observed. At every 
tenth vibration, both the arc and time 
• were noted. The azimuth compas- 
ses employed by Captain S. to de- 
termine the magnetib variation were 
made upon Captain Katcr’s improved 
plan. The observations were gene- 
rally made upon the ice, to avoid the 
great irregularities produced on 
board by the iron of the ship. The 
results of the different classes of ob- 
servations were arranged in a tabu- 
lar form. 

March 4.— -A paper was read by Dr 
Brewster on the action crystalliz- 
ed surfaces on light. Malus has re- 
marked, that the action exerted up- 
on light by the first surface of Ice- 
land spar is independent of the po- 
sition of its principal section ; that 
its reflectmg power extends beyond 
the lipiits of the polarising forces of 
the crystal ; and that as light is only 
polarised by penetrating the surface, 
the forces which produce extraordi- 
nary refraction begin to act only at 
this limit. He also remarked, that 
the angle of incidci^c at which the 
spar polarises light by partial reflec- 
tion is S6° 30' ; and that whatever Be 
the angle included between the plane 
of incidence and the principal section 
of the crystal, the ray reffected by 
the first surface is slIwsl^ polarised 
in the same manner. After stating 
' these observations, Dr B. proceedec^ 
to observe, .that his experiments up- 
on the subject led him to draw dif- 
ferent conclusions, and seemed to 
’ indicate that the polarising forces ex- 
tend beyond the crystal. He also 
showed that the force of double re- 
fraction and polarisation originate 
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from the surface of bodies, though 
its intensity depends upon the incli- 
nation of the surface to the axis of 
the crystal ; that the change in the 
angle of polarisation produced by 
the interior force, depends upon the 
inclination of the reflecting surface 
to the axis of the crystal, and upon 
the azimuthal angle which th*e plane 
of reflection forms with the principal 
sc^ption ; and that the change in the 
direction of the polarisation depends 
upon the angle which the incident 
/ay forms with the axis of the crys- 
tal. 

March 11 — A paper by C. Bonny- 
castle. Esq. was read, entitled, On 
the pressures which sustain a heavy 
body in equilibrium, when the points 
of support are more than three.” 
TlTe author observed, that there is 
no method, purely mathematical, by 
which the difficulties involved in this 
problem can be surmounted ; but by 
considering the circumstances un- 
der which the pressure is usually ge- 
nerated, we may be enabled to dis- 
cover the law of its distribution, and 
this law must alw^ays govern its pro- 
portional quantities and intensities. 
The paper concluded with an inves- 
tigation of the case when the num- 
•ber of points of support is infinite, 
or, in other words, consists of a line 
or plane surface. 

April 1. — A paper by Dr Brink- 
ley was read, entitled, ‘‘ Results of 
Observations mad^ at Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin, for determining the ob- 
liquity of the ecliptic, and the maxi- 
mum of the aberration of light.” 
After some general observations, the 
author proceeded to consider the o- 
pinton of astronomers, that observa- 
tions of the winter sc^lstice have gi- 
ven a less obliquity than those of the 
summer, — an opinion sancitoned by 
the observations ofMaskelyne, Ara-« 
gQ, and Pond,, but qucstionei^ by 
Bradley. Dr B. referred this diff’e- 
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rence to some unknown modification 
of refraction, and stated that he has 
observed, at the winter solstice, that 
the irregularity of refraction from 
the sun is greater than from the stars 
at the same zenith distance ; whence 
he inferred the necessity of paying 
greater attention to the observations 
made at the winter solstice. The 
author next stated, from his own ob- 
servations, the maximum nbcrratipn 
of light for last year to be 20.80". 

Another paper was likewise read, 
on some New Methods of investigate, 
ing the sums of several classes of In- 
finite Series, by C. Babbage, Esq. 
From the nature of the subject, this 
paper did not admit of Being read in 
detail ; but the object of the author 
appears to have been to explain two 
methods of finding the suras of a va- 
riety of infinite series. The author 
stated, that results nearly similar to 
his own had been obtained by MM. 
Poisson and Lagrange, but neither 
of these mathematicians had explain- 
ed the causes of the errors to which 
their method was liable, or given a 
method of correcting them. 

April 22. — A paper by Captain J, 
Anderson, R. N. was read, entitled, 
« Some Observations on the Peculia- 
rity of the Tides between Fairleigb 
and the North Foreland, with an ex- 
planation of the .supposed meeting of 
the tides near Dungeness,’’ After 
some general remarks on the coni-* 
mon opinion, resp^ecting the meeting 
of the tides between Dungencss Point 
and Rye Harbour, Captain A. pro- 
ceeded to describe the peculiarity of 
the channel at tlwit point, and its very 
sudden contraction between Diinge- 
ness and Cape d’ Alpree, and bctwfsen 
the South Forvlaiid and Calais Point. 
In consequence of this contraction, 
the western tide, according to Cap- 
•tain A., meets with a resistance in its 
couise at Dungencss and Cape d’AN 


from which the water must con- 
t\n\L to accumulate until it deepens 
and widens the channel, so as to be- 
come adequate to its discharge. To 
this accumulation the author chiefly 
referred the peculiarities in ^the rise 
and fall of the tides in the neighbour- 
hood of the above-mentioned places. 
The formation of the coast, by gra- 
dually altering the course of the tides 
between the South Foreland and the 
Buoy of the Ndre, from E. N. E. to 
Wfi. N. W., occasions a gentle blend- 
ing of the waters, so that Ihcre is a 
strong eddy about the Kentish Knock, 
and a foaming ripple where they meet 
and proceed together. 

At this meeting a paper was also 
read, by Sir D. Home, on the Qva of 
the opossum tribe. 

A paper, entitled, ‘‘ A case of a 
Blue Chilcl^, with the Dissection,’’ was 
read, by J. Wood, Esq. This child 
lived twenty-oiTC months. On re- 
moving the pericardium after death, ‘ 
a large vein was observed descend- 
ing on the left side of the thorax, and 
terminating in therigiit auricle of the 
heart, in which the superior vepa ca- 
va was also terminated by a distinct 
opening. The auricle was large, and 
the foramen ovale pervious. The 
aorta and pulmonary artery arose 
from the right ventricle, the ca\i:ty of 
which was likevyjsc large and strong, 
and had po communication with the 
lift except by a foramt ii through the 
septum which divides the ventricles. 

this meeting a paper was like- 
wise read by W. Morgan, Esq., en- 
titled, ** Observations on llie New 
System of Diagonal Framing, intro- 
^fluccd Hnto H. M. Navy by^ll>S8p- 
pings, Esq.” (now Sir Robert Sep- 
pings.) The author approved highly 
of the principles of this celebrated 
naval arclijtcct, and pointed out the 
great advantages arising from their 
adoption in practice. 
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April 29.— A paper was commenced 
by Dr Brewster, on the optic^jj and 
physical prckpcrties of Tabashcer. 

M^y (). — Dr B's. paper was con- 
cluded. The Doctor entered at great 
length jnto the various properties of 
this substance, and detailed Mr Me- 
ron’s experiments w*ith the view of de- 
termining the power of tabasheer to 
■’absorb different fluids, and of ascer- 
taining the corresponding effects pro- 
duced upon its optical properties, 
specific gravity, &c. ^ 

• May Ifl. — A paper by T. A. Knight, 

- was read, on the different qua-* 
lities of trees felled in spring and 
winter. From his experiments and 
observations, the author concluded, 
that^in order to give tUirability to the 
alburnum of oak, the tree should bo 
barked in, spring, and felled in the 
ensuing winter. • 

May 20. — At this and the previous 
meeting a paper Uy Dr Marcel was 
read, “ On the Specific Gravity and 
Temperature of Sea Waters in diffe- 
rf-ent parts of the Ocean and in par- 
ticular Seas; with some account of 
their Saline Contents.” The object 
of this paper w'as to determine the 
general properties of sea waters in 
different part^ of the ocean and at 
different depths, with the view of as-^ 
cei'taining whether they differed from 
one another, and in what j^spects. 
After some prelimmary remarks, Dr 
M. proceeded to describe \he instfu-. 
ments which had been contrived to 
raise water from different deptJis, or 
from the bottom of the seas when 
practicable, and which had been em- 
ployed in collecting the different 
The three grcjit points 
kept in view in the course of the eS^- 
amination were their specific gravity, 
iheir chemical composition, and their 
temperature, when this could be as- 
certained ; and the author gave a cir- 
cumstantial detail of the precautions 
attended to in the investigation ‘of 


these important points. The results 
of the author’s numerous observa- 
tions and experiments were arranged 
in the form of tables, and consequent- 
ly do not admit of being detailed. 
The general conclusion from the 
whole was, that the composition of 
sea waters in all parts of the ocean is 
very nearly the same, both ill respect 
to the nature of the saline matters, 
and their relative proportions to one 
another ; and that they only differ 
from one another, with respect to the 
absolute quantities of salt they con- 
tain. In the course of the paper, the 
following interesting facts were men- 
tioned. Dr M. had been furnished 
with specimens of sea water from 
both the late Arctic Expeditions; and 
on comparing the labels attached to 
them, he found tliat in the Green- 
land seas, the temperature, as ascer- 
tained by Lieutenants Franklin and 
Beechy, Mm{ovm\y increased with tl)e 
depth ; while in Baffin’s Bay, accord- 
ing to the observations of Captain 
Ross and Ij’eutcnant Parry, it was 
constantly diminished. Dr M. also 
found that specimens taken from the 
surface were generally not less saline 
than those taken from great depths, 
unless the surface had been lately 
thawed, when the quantity of saline 
matter was found to be much dimi- 
nished. In speaking of the composi- 
tion of sea waters, Dr M. stated the 
important discovery of Dr Wollaston, 
that they uniformly containedyjo/rt5/2. 
The proportion of this alkali present 
Dr W. estimates at somewhat less 
than the is'ijoth part of water at its 
common density ; |ind he supposes it 
exists in the state of sulphate. 

^Tune 10, 17, and 24*. — These three 
meetings were occupied in hearing 
read a paper by Cq)tain 11. Kater, 
entitled, “ An account •f Experi- 
ments fur determining the length pf 
the Pendulum vibrating seconds at 
the principal stations of the Trtgono * 
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metrical Survey.*’ The author com- 
menced by noticing the reasons which 
induced him to undertake the expe- 
riments forming the subject of his 
present report ; and afterwards pro- 
ceeded to describe the apparatus enur 
ployed. The operations at each sta- 
tion were then minutely detailed, 
and the results stated at length, and 
illustrated by numerous tables. 

For the latitude of London, the 
length of the pendulum vibrating se- 
conds, on the scale forming the basis 
of the Trigonometrical Survey, was 
stated to be 39.13722 inches. 

For the latitude of Unst, 39.16939 
Portsoy, - - 39.15952 

Leith Fort, - - 39.1534-7 

Clifton, - - 39.14393 

Arbury Hill, - - 39.14043 

Shanklin Farm’, - 39.13407 

The calculations of the latitudo of 
each of these stations were then given 
at length. The latitude of Arbury 
Hill, which had been supposed erro- 
neous, was found by Captain K. to be 
correct. The whole was concluded 
with some observations on the figure 
of the earth. 

It appeared from this report, thfit 
excepting the allowance for t he height 
above the level of the sea, the error 
in the vibrations of the seconds pen- 
dulum at any particular station did 
not amount to of a vibration, 
which is about equal to tlie 4*00,0fX)th 
part of the length ; consequently that 
the amount of gravitation could be 
determined to this degree of ac- 
curacy. Now this is so near as to 
indicate the different degrees of den- 
sity of the materials constituting the 
substrata of the different stations in 
a country selected for experiment. 
Hence Captain K. concluded, that 
minute differences in density, indi- 
cated by*the pendulum, are often to 
Ife referred to irregularities of attrac- 
tion k thus the sudden increase of 
gravitation at Arbury Hill, was sup- 


posed by the author to be produced 
by granite existing in Mount Sor- 
rel in Leicestershire. * Captain K. 
stated that be had learned with plea- 
sure, that M. Biot’s results with re- 
spect to the acceleration of the pen- 
dulum between London a^ d Unst a- 
greed with his own to within 0.6". 

July 1: — A paper was read, on the 
causes which influence the direction 
of the Magnetic Needle, by Captain 
J. Burney, II. N. The author, after 
relating a variety of experiments, ap- 
peared to conclude, that the compass 
is governed partly hy polarity^ whioh 
he considers as created by motion, 
and the primary cause of the needles 
pointing north and south, and partly 
by attradioHy which is inherent in 
matter ; the former of which is con- 
stant, the latter variable. « On these 
principles the author attempted to 
explain why the needle is most liable 
to be disturbed in high latitudes by 
attraction, the obliquity of the plane 
of the earth’s rotatory motion to the 
horizon being here greater, and henct 
the polarity of the needle diminished. 

At this meeting also a paper was 
read by Arthur Jacob, M. D. of Dub- 
lin, giving an account of a new mem- 
brane discovered in ithe eye. The 
author described a delicate transpa- 
rent membrane covering the exter- 
nal surftice of tl^e retina, and united 
to it by cellular substance. The pa- 
pdr was concluded by pointing out 
the best method of detecting and ex- 
amining it. 

The titles of the two following pa- 
pers were also read, but from the na- 
ture of the subject did not admit of 
being read in detail. “ 
ory of Capillary Attraction,” by J. 
Ivory, Esq. ; and on a New Method 
of solving Numerical Equations of 
all Orders, by continuous Approxi- 
mation,” by W. G. Horner, Esq. 

The society then adjourned till 
I^ovcmber. 
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Royal Institute of France. 

I 

In the public sittings of thc22d of 
Mar(!h 1819, a notice was read by M, 
Biot, on the continuation of the la- 
bours undertaken to determine the 
figure of ihc earth, ^and upon the re- 
sults of the experiments on the pen- 
.dulum, made in 1817, at the Shet- 
land Islands, by himself and others. 

At first, it was njcrcly known that 
the earth was of a round figure, 
which was easily ascertained bynhe 
circular form which its shadow pre- • 
sents when projected on tlie moon’s 
disc during an eclipse. Newton af- 
terwards discovered, b}'^ his calcula- 
tions, tliat it was not completely 
rouifd, but somewhat fattened at the 
poles, and protuberant at the equa- 
tor. The methods of observation, 
yet imperfect, have, afteV great diffi- 
culty, established this truth, which has 
been at last obtaiifed by measuring 
degrees of the meridian under the 
most distant latitudes, namely, at the 
Equator and near the poles. The 
flatness df the poles was thus put be- 
yond doubt. The operations prose- 
cuted for the last fifty years in France, 
England, Sweden, America, and In- 
dia, have succeeded in determining 
nearly its precise quantity. The mea-* 
sur^ent of the arc of the meridian 
comprehended between Dunkirk and 
Barcelona, and accompiiehed with 
infinite precision by MM, Mechain* 
and Delambrc, was the foundation up- 
on which the new system of French 
measures was constructed. The desire 
of communicating greater precision 
Jt^^thgge results, causeil this first arc 
fMJopliplonged across Spaili as f«.r 
as the Balearic Isles * ; and it became 
a part of an immense triangle above 
the Mediterranean. In fine, the same 


motive caused the French Govern- 
ment to seize with avidity the oppor- 
tunity offered, two years ago, of see- 
ing this operation, already so grand, 
extend itself towards the north to 
nearly equal extent, in uniting with a 
portion of the same meridian, which 
stretches from the southern const of 
England as far as the Shetland Isles, 
to a higher latitude than St Feters- 
burgh ; a portion which the scientific 
men of England have been now twen- 
ty years occupied in measuring. 

In order to terminate this immense 
arc, which comprehends almost the 
fourth part of the distance from the 
equator to the pole, tlicre remained no- 
thing, last year, but to construct some 
triangles between the Shetland Isles 
and Scotland, by the medium of the 
<5rkneys, and to connect the opera- 
tions of the English and the French 
at the point of junction, Dunkirk, by 
means of a system of combined ope- 
rations, in which the instruments em- 
ployed by the observers of the two 
nations should be made to co-ope- 
rate. 

This last labour was executed in 
the preceding autumn. MM. Arago 
and Biot went to receive, at Dunkirk, 
the English observers, MM. Mudge, 
Colby, and Gardner, who brought 
with them the grand astronomical 
sector constructed by Ramsden, 
whfeb they had made use of in all 
their preceding operations : and the 
French, on tlieir jvirt, brought one of 
tlieir repeating circles. 

At Dunkirk this fine instrument 
was, by the desire of the observers, 
placed within the marine arsenal. 
The English brig the Investigator, 
wRich had conveyed it thither, was 
also to bring it by i^e docks to the 
place where it was to be employed, 


* Under ift* name Balearic, we have followed the ancient, and the latest of* llic inodcAi 
geographers, in including not merely Majorca and Minorca, hut. Ivi<ja, vrith its coii^iguouc 
cluster of islets, of which FormciUcra, tthere these gcodctical operations were prosecuted, 
ii one. Ivl(;.^ howe\er, M’ith its dependencies, constitutes the “ lies I’ithiuscs” of M. Iliot. 
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and remain there ready to take it 
back. The French Mathematicians 
placed their little repeating circle at 
a short distance oft‘, in a shed which 
tlie administration of marine had di- 
rected to be constructed for theras 
There, owing to a continuation of 
good wertlicr, so little time was left 
for relaxation, that all the observa- 
tions were finished in fifteen days ; 
and when completed, wci'e found tc 
agree in a surprising manner, if the 
dilferent nature of the processes be 
considered ; and what is still more for- 
tunate, they were found also to ac- 
cord perfectly with those which M, 
Dclambre had formerly made in the 
same place, at the commencement of 
his operations ; whence results the 
double assurance, that the arcs 
loanee and England are thus per- 
fectly connected with each other; 
while the observations made on the 
other points of the two arcs, by simi- 
lar processes, afford all the precision 
w^hicli can be desired. 

As it was expedient that the point 
of junction of the English and French 
operations might always be re-ascer- 
tained, MM. Arago and Biot resol- 
ved to erect some lasting monu- 
ment. The city of Dunkirk freed 
them from this care. A little marble 
column, surmounted with a spire, is 
to be erected in this place, and a short 
inscription will record the object of 
the operation, with the names of the 
observers of tlie t.vo countric.s. At 
the Shetland Isles, the extremity of 
the great arc has been marked in like 
manner, in the garden of Mr Edmon- 
stone, by a little Aioruimciit which he 
lias caused to be erected in the place 
where the observations were made. 
In Spain, in the isle.s called Balearic, 
the 60 Uth<*rn extremity of the arc 13 
consecrated by a cro.ss. 

* These operations rcler to the first 
of thd methods hy which the figure df 
fhe earth may be tieU rmined. The 


other method, which employs fhe 
measiire of a pendulum, had, toge- 
ther with the preceding,' been prac- 
tised on all the points of the arc. An 
account had last year been given, of a 
tour made in England, Scotland, and 
the Shetland Isle 3, to carry the appa- 
ratus of the pendulum over the whole 
exlentof the English arc. The English 
government, which had fiivoured this 
operation, naturally desired that it 
should be executed, in like manner, 
by all observer of their own nation. 

* Captain Kater, member of the Royal' 
Society London, an expcrimenialisl 
singularly exact, and author of an ex- 
cellent nienioir on the length of the 
pendulum vibrating seconds in the 
latitude of London, was deputed for 
this purpo.se. \\ ith much precaution, 
he conveyed to Edinburgh and the 
Shetland Js/ands, a solid pendulum, 
of an invariable form, the diurnal rate 
of which he had previously determin- 
ed at London ; and the o.sci]iutions of 
which he had also obseivetl in these 
different places. It is the same opera- 
tion which Capt. Freycinet ilas to ex- 
ecute, in his voyage round the world, 
with pendulums construeled under 
tlie direction ol [M. Arogo. Capt. Kater 
was received at the Shetland Islands 

* by the same Mr Edmonstone who had 
received M, Biot with such obliging 
hospitality two years before. lie 
made bis observations in the same 
place where M. Biot did, with the 
same assistance and with the same ac- 
coinniodations. i he observations of 
Captain Kater have been found 10 
accord in a reinaikablc degree with 
those of iM. jiiot, as was asctailgined 
? y mutual comparison. »lla’,TngWti^ 
the lengths of the pendulum mea- 
sured by an uniform process upon the 
same meridian from Formentera, the 
most souil.eiiy of the B"jearic'l^I 
ands, to Unst, the mok northerly 
o*‘ the Shetland Islands, and not on- 
ly in tlicsc two iLlunJp, a-wl iu a great 
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number of intermediate points^ the geography, which assigns to each tribe 
flatness of the earth can, by jhese of plants their height, limits, and cli- 
lengths, be determined with great ex- mate. The terms alpine plants, plants 
actness. The amount resulting is of hot countries, plants of the sea- 
found to be exactly the same as that sl.^re, arc to be found in all lan- 
derived,from the lunar inequalities, or gnages, even in those of the most sa- 
from the comparison of terrestrial de- vage nations on the banks of the Oro- 
grecs measured at very distant lati- noko, and prove that the attention 
tudes ; so that all these methods, so of men has been constantly <iixcd on 
■ 'different in their progress, so distinct the distribution of vegetables, and on 
in their processes, definitively ter- their connexion with the tempera- 
minatc in this one result — the flatness ttire of the air, the elevation of the 
of the earth ; namely, the excess of soil, and the nature of the ground 
‘the equatorial above the polar radius; which they inhabit. It does not re- 
tlte excess of the former above the * quire much sagacity to observe, that 
latter amounting to a quantity inter- on the slope of the high mountains of 
mediate between and The Armenia, vegetables of a different hi- 

(liffercnce of these extreme values, titiule follow each in succession, like 
l)et\veen which the V*nth lies, will the climates, superimposed, as it were, 
hardly give a hundred toises, more or upon oaelr other, 
less, on the half of the axis which •Tiie vegetables, says M. Humboldt, 
passes through the poles 4>f the earth ; which cover the vast surface of the 
and from the number and exactness glolie, present, when we study their 
of the diversified, observations by natural classes or families, striking 
which this tiiith has been establish- differences in the distribution of their 
ed, there can no longer be room for forms. On limiting them totliecoun- 
•tliscussion on the subject. tries in which the number of the spe- 

cies is exactly known, and by divid- 
ing this number by that of the glu- 
Alexander Count Humboldt sub- macea;, the leguminous plants, tlie 
niitted to the Institute a curious pa- lahiated, and the compound, we find 
per, on the la#'S observed in the dis- numerical relations which form very 
tribution of vegetable forms over the^ regular series. We see certain forms 
globe. Botany, long confined to the become move common, from the 
description of the external forms of e(|ualor towards the pole, like the 
plants, and tlieir uTtificial classifica- furys, the g!umace;e, the ericeic, 
lion, now presents several tranches of. and the rhoilodemlra. Other forms, 
study, which place it more on a foot- on the contiary, increase from the 
ing with the other sciences. . Such poles towards tiu? ecjuator, and may 
arc the distribution of vegetables, ac- be considered in our hemisphere as 
cording to a natural inetiiod founded southern forms : such arc the rubia- 
upon the whole part of their structure; cete, the malvacem, the cuphorbiaco;e, 
which displays their the leguminous, and the composite 
internal organization ; their botaniSal plants Finally, others attain ihgir 

• For the conveiiiciiCL* of surh of our readers n‘.havt* not made descriptive botany a particu- 
, la |- stud we sliall liere siibjt)iii the translation of the names of sonic of the most common 
iwi^nants vvlilH^ characteristise tl*e tribes or families most frequently the subjects %f discussion 
in IJaroii 11 ivobohit’s memoir J m/zcw' ( rushes ;) ct/pcraverc (hard or moor grasses, cot t\^- 
g»-ass;) (corn, grasses;) (^JimdelioU'', thistjes, siinllovver ;) lc(^umnfo5(C 

or papitionncnr (vetches, pease, clover;^ rnOincCfn (rennet, madder;) (HpUnrhiac^ (stiu- 
pmge, dog’s flicrcury ;) Inhiatrr ihyinc, rosemary ;) f/cwtcrc (mallow? holl'Iioik j; 
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maximum even in the temperate zone, 
and diminish also towards the equa- 
tor and the poles ; such are the la- 
biated plants, the amentacese, the 
cruciferm, and the umbclliferse. The 
grasses form in England l-12t]i, in 
France 1-1 3th, in North America 
1-lOth, of all the phanerogamous 
plants. The glumaccte form in Ger- 
many 1-7 th, in France l-8th, in North 
America l-8th, in New Holland, ac- 
cording to the researches of Mr 
Brown, l-8th, of the known phane- 
rogamous plants. The composite 
plants increase a little in the northern 
part of the new continent ; for, ac- 
cording to the new Flora of Fursch, 
there is between the parallels of'Gcor- 
gia and Boston BGth, whereas in 
Germany we find l-8th, and in France 
l<7th, of the total number of the spe- 
cies, with visible fructification. ^ In 
the whole temperate zone, the glu- 
macccc and the composite plants form 
together nearly one-fourth of the 
phanerogamous plants ; the gluma- 
cea?, the composilae, the crucifcrac, 
and theleguminosie, together, nearly 
one* third. It results from these re- 
searches, that the forms of organized 
beings are in a mutual dependence ; 
and that the unity of nature is such, 
that the forms are limited, the one 
after the other, according to constant 
laws easy of determination. 

The number of vegetable spqcies 
described by botanists, or existing in 
European herbals, extends to 4^4*, 000, 
of which 6000 are Ugamous. In this 
number we had already included 3000 
new phanerogamous species enume- 
rated by M. Bonpland and myself. 
France, according to M. Dccanilolle, 
possesses 364?5 phanerogamous plaqts, 
of which 460 are glumacem, 490 com- 
posite, and 230‘ leguminous, &c. In 


Lapland there are only 497 phanero** 
game us plants ; among which are 124 
glumaceae, 58 composite, 14 legu- 
minous, 23 amentaceous, Ac. • 

Mr Pursch has made us acquaint- 
ed with 2000 phancrogamou,^ plants 
which grow between the parallels of 
35^^ and 44° ; consequently, under 
mean annual temperatures of 16^ and 
7°. The Flora of North America is 
a mixture of several Floras. The 
southern regions give it an abundance 
of pialvaccse and composite plants ; 
the northern regions, colder than 
Europe, pnder the same parallel, fur- * 
nish to this Flora abundance of rhodo- 
dendra, amentaccic, and coniferm. 
The caryophyllea;, the umbclliferic, 
and the cruciferfie,are in general more 
rare in North America, than in the 
temperate zone of the Old Continent. 

These constant relations observed 
on the surface of the globe, in the 
plains from the equator to the pole, 
are again traced in the midst of per- 
petual snows on the summits of moun- 
tains. We may admit, in general, 
that on the Cordilleras of the torrid 
zone, the boreal forms become more 
frequent. It is thus that we see pre- 
vail at Quito, on tlip summit of the 
Andes, the crlceae, Jthe rhododen- 
dra, and the gramineous plants. 
On the contrary, the labiatae, the ru- 
biacem, tlie malvacete, and the eu- 
phorbiucea>, then become as rare as 
tlicy arc in Lapland. But this ana- 
logy is not supported in the ferns and 
the cpmposite plants. The latter a- 
bound on the Andes, whereas the 
former gradually disappear when they 
rise above 1800 fathoms in height. 
Thus tl]e climate of the Andes rc-* 
Sembles that of northern Europe on- 
ly. with respect to the mean tempera- 
ture of the year. The repartition of 


umholhfi'ra: (carrot, lu'mJock, chprvil, caraway;) crucifirtv (mustard, cresses, r-alsh, turnip.) 
'I ho groat mass of plants wliicli cover the globe is divided by botanists intr* pka'wJgamnui 
(fbosoi^iAving visible and cn/ptttgdifuuft pr nf^nmotis (ferns, lichens, miisbrooiTis.) 
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heat into the dliferent seasons is en- 
tirely different, and powerfully inRu- 
ences the phenomena of vegetation. 

It has been long known, and it is 
one of the most interesting results de- 
rived frogi the geography of animals, 
that no quadruped, no^terrestrial bird, 
and, as appears from tlic researches 
of'M. Latreille, almost no insect, is 
• common to the equatorial regions of 
the two worlds. M. Cuvier is con- 
vinced, by precise in(]uiries, that this 
rule applies even to reptiles. IJe 
has ascertained, that the true boa 
. constrictor is peculiar to Ajnerica ; 
and that the boas of the Old Continent 
were pytons. Among the plants, we 
must distinguish between the agamao 
and the cotyledoncdc ; and by consi- 
dering the latter, between the mono- 
cotyledons and the dicotyledons. 
There is no doubt that many of the 
mosses and lichens arc to be found at 
once in equinoctial America and in 
•Europe, But the case is not the same 
with the vascular agamsc as with the 
agamaj of a cellular texture. The 
ferns and •the lycopodiacca* do not 
follow^ the same laws with the mosses 
and the lichens. The former, in par- 
ticular, exhibit vqry few species uni- 
versally to be /ound ; and the ex- 
amples cited are frequently doubtful. 
It is absolutely false, although it has 
been often afiirinad, tjiat the ridges of 
the Cordilleras of Peru, the glimatc of 
which has some analogy with the cW- 
niate of France or Sweden, produce si- 
milar plants. The oaks, the pines^ the 
yews, the ranunculi, the rose-trees, 
tJie alchemillu, the valerians, the stcl- 
laria, the draba of the Peruvian and 
Mexican Andes, have nearly the samq 
physiognomy with the species of the 
same genera of North America, Si- 
beria, or Europe. But all these al- 
of the Cordillgras, with- 
out except!*.^ one among three or 
-four ihoiisainl which wc have exa- 


mined, differ specifically from the 
analogous species of the temperate 
zone of the Old Continent. 


1 . — Report on the Slate of Hydraulic 

Architecture in Great Rriiain ; from 

the Work of M. Duphiy bf Messrs 

Gerakd, "Arago, & Pronv. 

Military Ports. — The arsenal at 
Deptford is the least considerable of 
all the military establishments. That 
at Woolwich is much more worthy of 
notice, as it is more spacious, and, 
by its position, more adapted for the 
construction of large vessels of ^ar. 

Prom 1789 to 1799, three millions 
and a half of francs were expended 
on*th0 construction of basins, depots, 
and, workshops, for masts of ships 
only. 

At Woolwich, M. Dupin observed 
a shed sheltered by a roof, the iron- 
work of which was covered with 
sheets of the same metal. He also 
describes a new forge, constructed 
on the plan of Mr Kennie, and on a 
very large scale, the bellows and ham- 
mers of which are put in motion by 
three steam-engines. Anchors arc 
•manufactured therei and all large 
pieces of iron cast and hammered 
which arc necessary for the works of 
port». • 

• The arsenal of Shcerncss offers 
works much more ^worthy of notice 
than those at Woolwich. Built on a 
swampy island formed by the conflux 
of the Thames and Medway, it was 
necessary, in the first instance, to 
close up a factitious ground with the 
canvases of old vessels sunk in the 
mud, side by side. A short time 
since government bought the half of 
the town, and have taken down the 
houses to enlarge the arsenal. Tlicy^ 
have also built, along the Med^jay a 
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infigkificent quay of Cornwall granite, 
-upon piles sunk forty-eight feet be- 
low the surface of the water. 

At these works, they were busily 
employed when M. Dupin saw them. 
He describes very minutely the dif- 
ficulties they had to overcome, in 
draining the water, driving the 
piles, and building under water, by 
means of the diving-bell. The working 
of this bell is effected by geometrical 
movements, parallel with three co- 
ordinate rectangular axle-trees, by 
means of iron notched roads, and 
wheeled notched carriages. It can be 
conveyed to any part under water 
without its being necessary to see it. 

Behind the new quay at Shcorncss 
they have built depots for masts and 
docks, well worthy of notice. Ac- 
cording to the custom of the English, 
the masts are preserved under \^ater. 
They are ranged in piles, on floors 
formed by beams horizontal and pa- 
rallel with each other, in contiguous 
harbours. Double sluice-gates before 
these harbours permit them to be full 
at low as well as at high water, and 
to be emptied at will ; so that masts 
may be taken away or carried there. 
In fine, after the disposal of these 
masts, by separate parallel plans, you 
can draw away or place any pieco 
you wish, without being forced to 
derange the others. The water is 
drained from th«se docks by^hain- 
pumps, put in action by a steam-en- 
gine of fifty-horse power. 

Vessels may enter at high tide ; but 
except in pressing cases, they wait 
until the tide is low, to drain off the 
water. They begin by opening the 
flood-gates, which fillovv it to escape 
from the docks, and then there b* but 
very little water to pump off. 

These magnificent works, execut- 
ed in g.anite of Cornwall to be more 
durable, will be completed in ten 
ycjjrs, and cost ten niillions of francs. 

J’he arsenal of Chatham also pre- 


sents some new important hydraulic 
cohstructions. The old docks, which 
were in wood, are rebuilding on a 
very large scale in Portland stone. 
The old wooden docks did not close 
with gates on turning the^'r hinges, 
but with three, great wooden pannels, 
set at low water, and kept in their 
places by solid stancheons. They 
propose to enlarge the arsenal at 
Chatham very much : in fact they 
wish to double*’ it, by taking advan- 
tage of a spacious island formed be- 
fore the old part by the conflux 'of 
the iM,edway. The new part Jthey 
intend solel}'^ for the building of new 
ships, and the other for re-fitting the 
old ones. Thus, in spite of the co- 
lossal grandeur of the English navy, 
government aspire still higher ; and, 
in the calm of peace, display more 
and mor(t‘ the essential elements of 
naval war. 

The arsenal of Chatham contains a 
fine workshop of sawing, recently 
established by Mr Brunei. It is built 
on an eminence. The woods forsak- 
ing arrive by a subterraneous canal, 
at the bottom of a well, which emp- 
ties itself near the workshop. The 
pieces of wood ar^ raised by a coun- 
terpoise formed by the water proceed- 
ing from the cooler of the steam-en- 
gine, which puts the saws in motion. 
This water, geperally lost, is at times 
useful. A frame, of very curious con- 
struction, carrying a double crane, 
put in motion by the steam-engine, 
the universal agent of the sawing- 
machine, ascends and descends upon 
a curved surface of 300 metres long, 
and takes away from, and brings back, 

^ the pieces of wood from their respec- 
tive piles to the workshop for sawing. 
The arsenal at Chatham offers, more- 
over, several methods by which a 
great body of water is iEiv:''f!4k|fely 
conducted to any given ^int, to biirsc 
upon a fire. / 

The arsenal at Poilsmoulh is the 
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most important and the largest of all 
the naval establishments. It con- 
tains a college Vor the officers of the 
navy and builders of vessels, work- 

* shops, where they manufacture the 
principal objects of art in iron and 

’ copper, as well as all tUe blocks made 
use.of on hoard the ships of war, each 
article being iiKinufactured on one 
general and unique model. Under 
the shop where the blycks are made, 
there is a very large and deep reser- 
voir, communicating by pipes to the 
principal docks. This reservoir is 
generally dry. When a ship enters 
a dock to be repaired, it is immedi- 
ately shut in ; then they open a flood- 
gate, which allows the water it con- 
tains tt) flow immediately into the 
reservoir; afterwards, the steam-en- 
gine of the block workshop draws off 
at leisure the rejected watefsinto the 
deep reservoir, and they have, as is 
seen, the great advantage of drawing 
off the water in a few minutes, when 
they wish to repair.the ship ; which 
in*many instances is an incalculable 
advantage.* 

Tlie* last arsenal described by the 
author, is tliat of Plymouth, which 
they were ob^'ged* to enlarge by un- 
dermining a iiugfi rock, upon which 
the town that surrounds tliis establish- 
ment Is built. The most irnpoitaiit 
work that has been ei^cculcd there is 
the Breakwater. • 

Commercial Ports , — The works oT 
the establishments of ihe commercial 
ports, tlie properties <»f private irsso- 
ciations, and with which government 
has no concern, are still more as- 
Xonishing than those we have just 
described. It is impossible, irfa sim^ 
pie detail, to enumerate the whole of 
the establishments and their works’; 
we must therefore contine ourselves 
remarkable. • 

The autbov* sets out from the left 
bank of the 'Wiames, and follows, to 

• the noilb, tly; eastern coast of Eng- 


land and Scotland, to the Caledonian 
Canal, the boundary of the works of 
art to the north of Great Britain. He 
coasts this canal ; and, gaining the 
western coast of Scotland, follows 
it is a southern direction, then ar- 
rives at the western coast of England, 
by vi'hich he attains the most souther- 
ly point, and returns to London, af- 
ter visiting all the coast which liea 
oppisite to France. 

Kingston-on-Hull is a rectangle, 
surrounded by two rivers, having two 
l^rge basins already dug; and a third, 
which is to be commenced forthwith. 
The works of these basins are built 
upon an extremely muddy soil. That 
which requires particular means, 
more or less ingenious, the author 
offers a remarkable example of, in the 
description of the inverted arches, at 
prcsoint used for the foundation of the 
walls of the new entrance of the old 
basin. lie describes, very minutely, 
the construction of the bridge at 
Sunderland, of which he gives a de- 
tailed plan; — and all the hydraulic 
machines used at Hull and Sunder- 
land. lie gives curious and interest- 
ing details on the inclosures ( embar- 
cad7sres,) which are used to shoot 
coals and lime from the waggons; 
Ivhence they are conveyed, on iron 
railways, to the vessels lying along 
the quays. These iron roads arc 
themselves objects of numerous ob- 
servations. 

The traveller alsjp visits and de- 
scribes the light-houses of Sunder- 
land, Tynemouth, and Berwick, At 
Newcastle he examines several im- 
portant manufactureg; then proceeds 
to Scotland ; de.scribes the capital, 
its %ivil establishments, buildings, 
monuments, &c. ; and treats very mi- 
nutely of the works at Leith, conti- 
guous to that city. • 

At Dundee, on the Tay, works^ 
still more grand give a new exib^nto 
to that port. 
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The Lighthouse of the Bell-Rock, 
near Arbroath, completed only seven 
years ago, has been very fully treated 
of by tlie author, who explains the 
nature of the difficulties they had to 
overcome in its execution, andjthe 
means employed to effect this pur- 
pose. 

The ports of Montrose, Aberdeen, 
and Peterhead, are the most consi- 
derable to the north of the Bell-R(^k, 
and those to which M. Dupin pays the 
greatest attention* 

The principal port on the western 
coast of Scotland is that of Glasgow, 
to which must be added the stations 
of Port -Glasgow and Greenock. 
Glasgow presents a number of public 
works, remarkable for the genius of 
their invention and for their utility ; 
as also various manufactures on a 
great scale. c 

To the south of Glasgow they arc 
busily employed in various works, the 
object of which is to form new ports, 
or to improve the old ones ; but all 
these works, notwithstanding their 
number and importance, are as no- 
thing compared to those of Liverpool. 
In a space of more than two miles, a 
double row of large docks is not suf- 
ficient to contain all the ships which 
form the commerce of this town : iv 
is necessary to make new ones, and 
rebuild the old ones, to make them 
more spacious. These works, de- 
signed by (the late) Mr Rennie, art 
executed with th^* most perfect means 
that the progress of art lias been able 
to furnish. 

New machines, the constant em- 
ployment of tbe steam-engine, the 
iron roads* and the division and or- 
der of work, alternately attradf^thc 
attention of the author. 

He follows the course of the Mer- 
sey, whkdi passes Liverpool, until he 
, arrives at the very remarkable en- 
trance of the canal .of the Duke-ol’ 
Briogewatcr. He details the works of 


that entrance ; and the iron chain- 
bridge, which is to be thrown over 
the Mersey. He then passes to the ca- 
nals of Chester and Nantwfch, and 
above all, that of Ellesmere, of which 
he describes the aqueductL. One of 
these aqueducts, carrying a bark, is 
in iron, and a thousand feet long. 

After London and Liverpool, Bris- 
tol is the first maritime city in Eng- 
land. There you will find machines 
and newly-constructed forges, well 
worthy of being studied ; but these 
subjects are very inferior to those 
^ which 4hc works executed for the 
city and the port of London present 
for observation since the beginning 
of the last century : — Docks of a vast 
extent, capable of containing ^vessels 
of the greatest tonnage, arc surround- 
ed by magazines built on purpose, 
and inclJscd by immense walls, to 
form so many free and independent 
ports, distinctly destined for the ser- 
vice of the two Indies, Antilles, an(t 
Europe ; a bridge of 400 metres, or 
434 yards in length, built of granife ; 
and another, in iron, oPonly three 
arches, in length more than 200 
metres, or 217 yards. 


11. — Report ryf' the State qf Naital Ar^ 
ckiteclure in r Great Britain^ from 
the loorfc (fM, Dupiiiy by Laplace, 
^ De Kossily, and Sane. 

ln)r some years past, the English 
have occupied themselves a great 
deal in bringing to perfection the 
timber work of their vessels. They 
^..liave ‘gradually adopted a system 
which they actually practise, and 
Which we attempted a century 
ago, but with little success. This 
system consists in suprr6ss§mg'';lip 
limbers of the ship’s* field, and in 
strengthening the perpendicular 
bindings of the side planks and pan- 
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nels by other oblique bindings in the them to a plain surface, uniting them 
inside. Experience has shown the withcopper hoops driven half into the 
good effect of Yhis new method, and different pieces in contact with each 
the strength the vessels acquire by it. other. This method seems to have 

* A considerable number have been succeeded, and is even preferable to 

built on this principle *. the^Dutch way, which has simplified 

After the report of ])!. Dupin, and the construction of masts. The 
the advantages which seemed to re- French navy knew of this ne^ pro- 
suljt from this system, our commis- cess some years past. The mast of 
siohers ordered a trial to be made an English frigate being lost on the 
upon a vessel building at the time, co^st of France, run aground upon 

• An experiment ought absolutely to the sands of the port of L’Orient. 
be made on an object of this impov This mast was taken to pieces, exa- 
tance, it being the only method to ipined with care, and the plan taken, 
make sure of the advantages*of this However, as it is impossible to a- 
new system. Such a trial can take dopt new proceedings without being 
place without any inconvenience re- assured of their efficacy, a trial has 
suiting therefrom, as there would just been made in the port of Toulon, 
always* be a good vessel ; and if it upon the sloop Uranic, which is gone 
succeeded, the French navy would on a long voyage. One of the lower 
be indebted to M. Dupin for the ad- ma^ has been built on the old plan, 
vantages that would be derived from and {he other after that which had 
it. For some years past, the English been followed in the construction of 

^ have not confined themselves to the the English frigate. It is not until 
^improvement of the timber work on- after the return of this sloop, that a 

. ]y, but have been liberal enough to certain judgment can be formed of 
consider the interior accommodation, the advantages or disadvantages of 
TheEngltsh have wrought a change this new plan, 
in thq, construction of their main A Frenchman, established in Eng- 
masts {mats d* assemblage ;) instead land during the last war, has brought 
of forming them w,ith planks, the one to singular perfection the process of 
placed on the other, and indented, making blocks. M. Dupin, who was 
they confine themselves to put toge- particularly acquainted with Mr Bru- 
tlier Wie rough planks, and reduce nel, has taken a great number of in- 

• There arc at present ^1819) thirty-eight ships of the line and thirty-six frigates after this 
principle. That the diagonal system has coninuinicated great strength to every part of the 
ships so constructed is now universally admitted ; and nothing seemed wanting to render tliese 
floating fortresses complete in every part except Uic addition of circular sterns, which Sir Robert 
Seppings has accordingly attempted to ifitroducc, and which possess the rare merit of making 
the strength of the stern equal to that of the bow, and of increasing the sliip’s battery, so as to 
afford complete defence to that part, which, formerly, was not only the weakest, but the worst 
d^ended. The weakness of the former sterns has been the source of inccyant complaint with 
«iu our naval commanders. It is a proof that the present age is not so thoroughly enlightened 
as &ome protend, that this plan, tfie valuA and utility of which are matter of complete 
clemon6tration,.should have been opposed by the inA^t unaccountable prejudices ; grounded, 
it would seem, on the principle, tliat the addlition of circular sterns would injure the appear^ 
mce of our floating batteries, and present a less picturesque object to people whose taste had 
•been^M2£d oil the existing models. One would have imagined that an inventian, calcu- 
''^^^ll^and amr.ittod on all hands? to improve incredibly a ship's strength and force, especially. 

• in the most ciiti^il of all situations in which she can be placed— -that of retreat before an' 

* enemy of supcriN^force— would have neede^ notlring but its owir unquestionable to 

roconmicnd it. 
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structions on it, to which he has af- 
fixed his own observations. Similar 
machines exist in the ports of Brest 
and rOrient. The manufacturing of 
sails presented nothing remarkable to 
M. Dupin except the machines put in 
motion by steam, for weaving and 
spinning the flax with which the sails 
arc rftade. Rope-making is one of 
the maritime arts that the English 
have carried to the greatest perfec- 
tion. They have invented an asto- 
nishing number of ways for spinning, 
tarring, and putting together their 
ropes. Several plans appeared to Ai. 
Dup in worthy of being well studied, 
and some deserve to be adopted in 
France. 

For some years past, the EnglLsh 
have used iron cables, in lieu of those 
of hemp. His Excellency the*'Mi 
nister of Marine hearing this, re- 
quested M. Dupin to purchase at 
London four iron cables ; one of 
which was immediately tried at Dun- 
kirk by him, in the lighter Isere, an- 
other in the lighter La Loire. These 
vessels, being commanded by clever 
officers, the cables were very properly 
used; and it appears that they would 
be of great assistance in many cir- 
cumstances. 


Jleport^ hij the Dule of Un^usd, on a 
Work of the C/icvalter Dupin^ 
tled^ “ a Journey in England^ and 
Essay on the ^Progress oj the Arid- 
lery and Engineers of Great Bri- 
iainP 

• 

The Academy has requested MIM. 
De Prony, De llossily, and nv,'self, 
to give an account of a manuscript, 
entitle d, “ H Journey in England, 
and an Essay on the Progress of 
^ the Artillery,” &e. by M. Dupin, a 
naval oidnanre officer ; and it isyhis 
taifiv that wc aic about to fullil. The 


author of this manuscript undertook 
his voyage with the best possible 
means to render it useful,— strong 
recommendations, those talents so 
necessary to distinguish clearly, and 
an ardent love for the scic;nces. 

It is to the war- department that 
the traveller has paid particular at- 
tention : — and the account we arc 
about to give will be freely drawn up, 
without following too closely the steps 
of the author/ 

, Military Eslahlislments. — M. Du- 
pin has surveyed with attention the 
difTerept military cstabiishmenjis In 
England, Woolwich, Portsmoutli, 
Chatham, &c. All that concerns the 
troops, the land and naval ordnance, 
and fortifications, depend entirely 
upon one office, which is named the 
Ordnance Department. Woolwich is 
the mosi important establishment. 
There are three workshops of every 
description fo^ the construction of 
artillery, a foundry, magazines, ban 
racks, a college ; in short, every 
means for teaching, preparing, pre- 
serving, and employing whatever 
that relates to the naval and land 
service. Every article made at Wool- 
wich displays grandeur and magni- 
ficence. The vessqls arc brought to 
the gates of the several magazines 
through docks constructed \vit!i great 
art. These magazines are remarkable 
for their great extent and beautiful 
'construction, the constant repair in 
which they are kept, the canals which 
separate them in case of fire, the iron 
bridges which unite them together, 
and the great quantity and well- 
classed stores which they contain, 
(joveenment stores are mad^ a*t 
Woolwich ; elsewhere they are but 
•depots. Small arms and powder are 
in England trading articles, which 
government purchase as^>4>y wan4; 
them, after having had fliem prove'd. 

They only make a^^Woolwich the 
•brass cannons ; those in iron are made 
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at the cannon foundry in Scotland 
(Carron, ) which is a very large esta- 
blishmenty alPits works having been 
bhai^f to a singular degree of per- 
fect!^ Portsmouth and Chatham 
are, arter* Woolwich, the principal 
depots for artillery. ^ 

Fortifications. — Portsmouth and 
Cljatham, which are such important 
positions, and which contain sucli ex- 
tensive military means, are fortified. 
Their strength has Been increased 
since the time of the French camp gt 
Boulogne. Portsmouth is remark- 
a*hly-defended by its waters^ being 
insulated by moats. At Chatham 
there is sufficient accommodation in 
the fortifications to lodge continually 
bodies* of sappers, miners, and pon- 
toon men. 

The fortifications in England have 
nothing in them rcmarkaMe. It is 
from French books that the English 
engineers have learnt to construct 
•them. There, as elsewhere, Vauban^s 
principles are follon^ed. The works 
Carnot are much esteemed, and 
they wished to try part of Montalcm- 
berps system ; but the expences were 
such, that even the English finances 
could not support it. Some ingenious 
details, but of a Kcondary considera- 
tion, have been taken from the French 
authors, and put into execution by 
the English engineers^ There are on 
the coast towers of defence, pf a cq^j- 
struction more simple than our own? 

Machines— The most remarkable 
circumstance connected with .the 
English artillery, is the machines they 
make use of for its construction. The 
common mechanic has made such pro- 
gress in that country, and theaecon-, 
dary artisans possess so much inge- 
nuity, that the military manufactures 
ought naturally to receive consider- 
able iiiiprovement. The ^team-en- 
gine, hydraulic press, and several 
combinations ^f the.se two machines. 


are at present the principal agents of 
English industry. 

The English steam-engines are 
brought to a high degree of perfec- 
tion. They are regular, compact, 
punctual, and sufficiently powerful to 
produce the strength of from 200 to 
300 horses, and a rapidity that in. 
creases to the extreme, as it* is re- 
quired. 

yhe hydraulic press of Pascal, im- 
proved by Bramah, has proved itself to 
be extremely advantageous in diffe- 
nent ways. It was by means of this- 
press that the English reduced their 
equipments, provisions, and, above 
all, their forage, to a bulk exceedingly 
compact, which became easy to tran- 
sport, and procured that great abun- 
dance to the army of Portugal, in the 
presence of an enemy, who was de- 
privcid of every thing. Thus you see^ 
in the middle of the English arsenals, 
the man to whom Bramah’s lever 
gives the arms of fifty men, present to 
instruments, animated by the steam- 
engine, matters which seem to work 
of themselves. Wood, iron, brass, 
are acted upon by saws, planes, knives, 
wedges, lile.s, and gimblets, which 
are model kd in a thousand different 
ways, and assume at will every shape, 
4 vithout effort, without noise, and 
with incredible velocity. 

The Emperor of Russia, in passing 
through England, bought two presses 
from Bramah, and thirty steam-en- 
gines, not to make an useless deco- 
ration in his Museum, but to establish 
them in his arsenals. 

Alilitar^ Instruction . — A thorough 
instruction being tl^ first step to- 
wards success, the English have 
forborne years past redoubled their 
attention to their military educa- 
tion ; and, above all, tBey arc deter- 
mined to have a great numlxir of of- 
ficers of artillery and engineers, not, 
iiiijutiur to thost; of any nation. In 
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1806» they established at Woolvtrich, 
on a very large scale, a college for 
the artillery and engineers : they have 
constructed large buildings, with e- 
very necessary appendage of apart- 
ments, halls, laboratories, Hbrar^s,* 
cabinets of models, &c. Professors 
have been appointed, who have suit- 
able apartments, where lectures are 
given. The students are examined, 
after a twelvemonth’s prcparatQry 
study, and the candidates admitted 
remain four years at college, at the 
expence of government. 

Pupils are instructed in the ma. 
thematics, physics, chemistry, me- 
chanism, fortification, geodesy, to- 
pography, &c., the application of the 
theory of all these sciences to the 
practice of the military arts, the dif- 
ferent kinds of design, the Preach 
lai^uagc, dancing, fencing, 

The English have established for 
their troops, as well as their officers, 
schools well organized and properly 
attended to, where they learn read- 
ing, writing, and arithmetic, and a 
little of geometry and mechanism. 
The schools for the troops have also 
their libraries ; and the taste for read- 
ing is such among the soldiers, that 
lately, when a corps was setting out 
for the colonies, they clubbed to buy 
some books, which government did 
not fail to increase immediately at 
their own expence. ^ 

At the school at Chatham, our 
traveller saw the, troops on an exten- 
sive plain drawn up for practical ex- 
ercises : they were occupied in form- 
ing entrenchments, and in attacking 
them; they wve exercising in un- 
dermining, mining, &c. and the pon- 
toon train manoeuvred, in silenceiand 
at command, bridges, which they ex- 
tended, closed, 

The English were far behind us in 
• their military education twenty years 
ago. Since that time they have stu- 
died our institutions, oui army, our 


wars, our success, our faults, our 
books, and our experience. They 
have copied from us but the Eng- 
lish are imitators who frequently 
pass their models. / 

21ie Train of Artillery , — Tbbre are 
in the single depot at Woolwich morer 
than 10,000 pieces of cannon, an im- 
mense number of mortars, hov itzers, 
carronades, swivels, &c. The £irn>- 
peror of Russia was astonished to see 
such a considerable quantity of ord- 
n,ance ; as, for these twenty-five 
years past, the English have lavished 
their ayms upon every nation thaft 
was willing to fight. They told him 
that, before the last war, they had 
25,000 cannons, and stores in pro- 
portion, besides the enormous quan- 
tities which had been furnished from 
other foundries. 

The parks of Portsmouth, Chatlmm, 
Plymouth, Ac. are less worthy of no- 
tice than that cf Woolwich ; though 
they also contain an immense quan- 
tity of artillery. 

The stores are put up in the maga- 
zines in the most orderly and careful 
manner. Every thing is clashed by 
its kind and size, and is dismounted 
and packed up re^dy for immediate 
embarkation ; so th*^t, even from the 
middle of the country, England can, 
in twenty-four hours after ordess have 
been issued, send off an astonishing 
qpantity^ of military stores. 

^ Enormous quantities of projectiles, 
exceedingly well made, are seen in 
the.arsenals ; some piled in heaps of 
from 20,000 to 30,000, the others are 
in wood, loaded, and solidly packed 
up. 

There are a great number of mor- 
tars for the defence of forts, a beau- 
tiful train of mountain-artillery, a 
quantity of forged and cast-iron car- 
riages fbr^the coast and the colonies, 
with fort and coast carriages, which 
are naval carriages on a pivot d la 
TVowfowc. 
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Progress and Improvemaits of the 
ArtillSr^^The artillery department 
is continually endeavouring to im» 

S in 1811 they tried before the 
ilty, as a new invention, com- 
i l^alls, which have been known 
ce for some years past. 
English have shells filled with 
3t, which they prize very much. 
..me Dest judges of a destructive in- 
vention are those against whom they 
have often been usecf ; and the effect 
they had upon our troops proves hyw 
necessary it is for us to adopt the use 
of them. ^ 

Among the works which the search 
after perfection has caused to be un- 
dertaken in England, we distinguish, 
at Wgolwich, the different species of 
cannon-ball practice commenced by 
Dr Hutton. This ball practice is 
continued by the chiefs and profes- 
sors of the arsenals and the head 
school. A great deal of experience, 
•perseverance, talents, and money, are 
expended on it. They teach the ar- 
tillery of oth^r nations the first ele- 
ments of balistics, presently but too 
little known. It is done with a very 
exact*pendulum of great dimensions, 
and sometimes by means of turning 
discs, invented by & French officer. 

It was with infinite pleasure that 
M. Dupin found the English occupied 
in accomplishing attempts that had 
been made in France, to disco ver>,(|ie 
essential properties of the different 
woods. 

They have made lately in England 
experiments, which they have well 
followed up, on the means of lighten- 
ing the great guns. These experi- 
inepts have the naval service, partly 
cularty for their object. Whatever 
security the English navy may aspire 
to, those who possess that sciepce do 
<iot occupy themselves with less ar- 
dour to bring it to perfection. 

Generals Congreve and Bloomfield 
are continually' endeavouring to at- 

VOL. X[I.p\RT II. • 


tain this great object : the inventions 
of theformerwerespokenofwith great 
eclat^ as possessing peculiar prop^« 
ties, which those of General Bloom* 
field did not. Both, however, have 
been more advantageous for the ser- 
vice for which they were destined 
than the great guns. General Con- 
greve is die most active promoter of 
inventions in the English artillery. 
He pays great attention to the con- 
struction of the frames of cannons, 
and has published a pamphlet on the 
suMect. 

* General Congreve has taken out a 
patent for this, which, without con- 
ferring on him the right to pass as its 
inventor, affords him the exclusive 
advantage of selling to the ship-own- 
ers of his own country frames of 
carftons that his patent restrains them 
from making, which would be very 
easy* afler reading the French works 
on the subject. 

The principal invention of Gene- 
ral Congreve is the rockets which 
bear his name. It is believed in 
England, (at least it is said, but with- 
out any reason,) that these rockets 
had great effect at the battle of Leip- 
sic. The Artillery of different powers 
have thought seriously of them. It 
is to be hoped that the French artil- 
lery, who have some right to set ex- 
amples, will not follow this ; for, out 
of a stnall number of especial cases, 
these rockets have had no effect ; and 
it is humanity, more than military 
science, that ought t*o rejoice, if such 
arms were not used again. 

The English have rockets for the 
naval and landserviqp of all sizes, for 
^mfantry and cavalry, to burn, to throw 
cab^shot, &c. 

General Congreve adds to all this 
his own inventions 4iew rockets, 
carrying a parachute, which^ at the 
highest degree of their projection, ^ 
unfold, and wal^ majestically through 
the air, — a bomb, which ought, if the 
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wind is tavourablc, to descend on a 
town, and set it on (ire, — and an arti- 
ficial ball, vvliich, brilliant as a planet, 
is calculated to throw a light on the 
movements of the enemy. 

La Place has i^iven the following 
results, as deduced from analysis, 
and iVbin the experiments made 
with the pendulum in both hemi- 
spheres : 1. That the density of the 
strata of the terrestrial spheroid in- 
creases from the surface to the ccii- 
trt' : ‘J. That the strata are very near- 
ly regularly disposed around the cen- 
tre (d’ gravity of tlie earth ; 3 . That 
the surface of this spheroid, of which 
the sea covers a part, hasS a figure a 
little different from what it would 
assume in virtue of the laws of equi- 
librium, if it became fluid : 4 . 
the depth of the sea is a small frac- 
tion of the diflerence of the two 
axes of the earth ; 5 * That the irre- 
gularities of the earth, and the causes 
which disturb its surface, have very 
little depth : And G. That the whole 
earth has been originally fluid. 
These results (he says) ought to be 
placed among the small number of 
truths which geology presents. 

ft is known, that the inclination 
of the lunar equator to the ecliptic 
is constant, and that its descending 
node coincides with the mean as- 
cending node of the moon’s orbit; 
and La Place has recently shown, 
that these results are not affected 
by the secular equations of the 
moo!i*s mean motion, nor by the se- 
cular displacements of the ecliptic, 
M. Poisson ha«^ likewise shown, that 
they are not modified by the secular 
equation which affects the mean^no- 
tion of the moon's node, but that 


they correspond to the moan velo- 
city of rotation, and a mean slate of 
the lunar equator. The theewy in- 
dicates, that tliis velocity, as -well 
the inclination of the equator and 
the distance of its node IVonii that 
of the moon's orbit, are subjqct to- 
periodical inequalities. La Ggange 
has expressed in his formuhj^ the 
principal inequalities of the velocity, 
of rotation ; and M. Poisson has 
very recently determined the ine- 
qualities of the inclination and of 
the node. 

Mr Tjienard has announced, i^hat- 
he has obtained water wdiicb con- 
tains in weight double its usual quan- 
tity of oxygen, that is, 100 parts of 
winter may absorb 88,29 of oxygen. 
This ox3^genated water possesses re- 
markable properties. It is colour- 
less, and fthas no smell in ordinary 
circumstances, but a particular odour 
in a vacuum, I/,s taste is astringent. 
It acts upon the skin like a sinapism. 
Its specific gravity is 1 . 45 . When a 
drop of it is let fall upon a stratuvn 
of oxide of silver, placed at the bot- 
tom of a glass, a detonation takes 
place ; the oxygen of the water, that 
of the oxide, and 4 great quantity of 
heat are disengaged; and light is 
produced so sensibly, as to be per- 
ceived where the darkness not 
very intense. The sat.iC phenomena 
taLe place witli silver, platinum, gold, 
osmium, iridium, rhodium, the per- 
oxide of cobalt, &c. 

2\ new acid lias been recently dis- 
covered by MM. (ray-Lussac and 
Weltlier, which they have called T/y- 
pohidphuric Add^. They obtained 
it by p^issing a current of sulphurous* 
acid gas over a solution of peroxide 
of manganese in water ; (hen filtering 


* It :i siii<.'ular enough caincidence, tliat this arid was much about the same time dis-. 
rovcivd by oui ingenious countryman J. F. W. llcrsclicllj F. U. S. and named //yy/nw//- 
® phurnus Adf!. I'Im ic can be no doubt, that, as far as regards Mr TIerscbcll, the coinri’ 
derive is entirely accidental. We beg tA refc^ the scitmtific reader /’Av 

h^npfiical Jovrnalf vot, 1. pp. 8. and and vol, ii, p. \54, * 
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•ad pouring into the liquor a certain 
quantity of barytes, and causing a 
V curre«t of fiarbonic acid gas to pass 

Nqrer k, if there is .an e.'ccess of this; Wernerian Society of Edik* 
tlicifV by pouring upon it sulphuric burgh* 

acid tl^e barytes is thrown dow^n, • 

and ithe new acid obtained, which *The business of this season was com- 
18 dri ed under the receiver of an air- menced by Professor Jameson, who 
numi^.bysulphuric acid. The greater on the 9th of January read ttie first 
.. iibmber of the salts which it forms, part of an account of the Geognostic 
with earthy or metallic bases, are Structure of the Grampians, 
soluble and crystallfee. The hypo- Jan. 23.— Dr Hibbert read to the 

sulphites of barytes and lime arc lyi- society his observations on the Stra- 
alterable in air. Ihe suberic acid J^ification of the Slictland Islands.; 
•aniWilorinc do not deconipose the * Feb. (5. — I’rofessor Jameson con- 
hyposulphite of barytes. This new tinued his Mincralogical Account of 
acid is composed of two proportions the Kangc of the Grampian Moun- 
of^ilphur and five of oxygen. tains, illustrating his descriptions by 

Mtissrs D along and Petit have numerous sections of the country, 
presented the continuation of their Feb. 20.— Dr Hibbert read the se- 
rcsearchcs on heat. By means of coifd part of his account of the Geog- 
a very simple instrument of their nosj of the Shetland Islands, consist- 
own invention, they have made nu- ing cliiefly of Observations on the 
merous experiments, and obtained* Relations of the Quartz and Sand- 
» several very important results re- stone of the western parts of the 
spccting the capacity of bodies for country. 

•aloric. One of the most important March G Mr Qampbell of Car- 

of these is^ that, from the proportion brook read a paper on the Gradations 
of the atoms of which a body is com- in the scale of Being, and particular- 
posed, its capacity for heat may be ly on the Living Principle. After re- 
deduced, and vmYA It appears marking the chain of connection 
also, from the^ experiments, that which binds the whole of creation, 
the quantity of heat disengaged in caaterial and intellectual, together, 
chenveal combinations, does not de- Mr C. stated, that he limited his ab- 
pend on the capacit^of the body for stract to the material division of the 
heat; and, therefore, that Jhe scalef and to the consideration of the 

nary theory must be rejected. • %:haraclers which distinguish the Li- 
A sum ot money having been ano- ving Principle fromjorganization and 
nymously transmitted to the Insti- instinct. The first principle, which he 
tute, for the purpose of founding a pointed out as afl'ecting tne individual 
prize in physiology, a gold medal of particles of matter, which lie at the 
44*0 francs* value will be given to bottom of the scale, ^ddependent on 
the author of the printed w^rk ojj ^ii(gj^vity, was Aggregation. To that 
manuscript sent to them before the succeeds Stratification, the regularity 
1 st ot December 1819, which shaH of which he referred to the agency of 
be considered as having contributed Almighty Power. Th? next point in 
•most to promote the prog^ress of ex- the scale, and a principle moro precise 
perimental physiology. in its operation, was Crystallization ;• 

from the consideration of which the au« 
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thor proceeded to Organisation, in his 
opinions respecting which he differed 
from Drs Thomson and Barclay. He 
maintained, that the Living Principle 
cannot be the soul, ^ecause plants, 
which have no souls, have unques- 
tionably the living principle. The 
structure is the organisation ; the /I- 
ving principle is something else. From 
organisation, which is a lower point 
in the scale, wc ascend to the living 
principle, or nns vitae. The author’s 
observations, however, being rather 
of a negative than a positive kind, it 
docs not very clearly appear what are 
his views on this curious, difficult, 
and, we fear, inexplicable subject. 

March 20. — Professor J anieson read 
a communication from Dr Brewster, 
on the optical properties of minerals. 
Dr B. stated, that in a very extensive 
examination of the optical constitu- 
tion of minerals and artificial crys- 
tals, he was led to ascertain their 
number of axes of double refraction, 
and that he had proceeded only a 
short way in the inquiry when it be- 
came obvious, that a very unequivo- 
cal connection existed between the 
form of the primitive nucleus and 
their number of axes of double re* 
fraction. Every new experiment 
added to the truth and generality of 
this result ; and when he had exa- 
mined tlic greater number of those 
bodies whose primitive nucletfe was 
known, he had the satisfaction to dis- 
cover that all the crystals with otie 
axis arranged themselves under a ccr* 
tain series of primitive forms; and 
that those with two axes arranged 
themselves un&r another series ; 
while the remaining primitive fort]^ 
were occupied by those crystals 
whose doubly refracting forces were 
in cquilibrio by the combined action 
of thret equal and rectangular axes, 
•To this singular coincidence there is 
onljione or two exceptions. We re- 


gret that our limits restrain us from 
giving a more detailed abstract of 
this very learned and ingenious pa- 
per, to which we refer the ‘rea/^'wC 
who is desirous of further informa- 
tion. ^ 

April 3. — The Secretary r^tad a 
communication from Captain Sbores- 
by, on the means of overcoming' some 
of the difficulties that obstruct disco- 
veries in the Arctic Seas; and Dr 
Hibbert'gave a description of the 
sionite district of Shetland, in con- 
tinuation of his general account of 
the Geognosy of these islands. ''• 

April 10. — Dr Hibbert gave an ac- 
count of the granite and sandstone 
districts of Shetland; and completed 
liis view of the Geognosy of these 
islands by some remarks on Papa 
Stour. 

April — The Secretary read a 
communication from Mr Stewart, 
containing remarks on the germina- 
tion of some kinds of cryptogaraous 
plants, and a list of some of the 
rarer cryptogamous plants whi6h 
have been lately found in^'tbe neigh- 
bourhood of Edinburgh : likewise a 
description, illustrated by drawings, 
of the fossil remains of a cetaceous 
animal found in slate clay near Whit- 
by, by the Reverend G. Young. 

May 1. — The Secretary read a pa- 
per entitled, “. AtJCount of some fos- 
sibitmains of the beaver (Castor Fu 
her L,) found in Perthshire and Ber- 
wickshire, proving that that animal 
was^ formerly a native of Scotland.” 
The first instance in which the fossil 
remains of this aniniai were discover- 
ed in Scotland occurred as far back; 

178Q. These remains were found 
in the parish of XinloQh, near the 
foot of the Grampians, embedded in 
one of the marl-pits of the Loch of 
Marli, on, the property of Mr Far- 
quharson of Invercauld, which had 
fiecn partially draingtj for the sake of 
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die marl, The^econd instance oc- 
curred so lately as October ISIS, on 
ythe estate df Kimmerghame, in the 
>^rish»of Edrom, and near the head 
of tiittt district of Berwickshire called 
the J ler^e. The bones were likewise 
foum in a marl-pit ^at the depth of 
sevet feet below the surface^ which wes 
covejipd with peat-moss. There was 
..ah apparent dislocation in this skele- 
ton, the result probably not of vio- 
lence, but of the gradual and un- 
equal subsiding of tlie soft matter; in 
which it was embedded ; but, upon 
•the the bones were in a high 

state of preservation ; the cranium 
particularly being in a much more 
perfect condition than that of thespe- 
cimep from Perthshire# Both the fos- 
sil heads appeared to have belonged 
to full-grown animals. The author 


an account of the rocks of Bandside 
In Sutherland, and illustrated the 
description by sections and specimens. 
A paper on the luminosity of the sea 
was also read by Mr John Murray, 
l^ecturer on Chemistry. 


Geological Society.* 

^ The first communication which 
calls for notice was a paper, by W. 
Phillips, Esq., on th^halk Cliffs, op- 
posite Dover on theVaast of France, 
*read at the meeting of the society 
held on the 6th of November. Mr 
P. found these cliffs to consist of de- 
posits similar to those between Do- 
ver and Folkstone, except that the 
upper part of the bed with numerous 
dihts is not visible on the French 


states, that the. fossil remains disco- coqst. The dip of the strata is near- 
vered in Scotland appear to agree ly the same on bftth sides of the chan- 
wi.th a beaver’s head described and ncl, but the thickncss*as well as the 
drawn by M. Cuvier in his ** Re- height of the cliffs is much less on the 
cherches sur les ossemens fossiles de French side. Mr P. thought they had 
^uadrup^des,” vol. iy. sect. **Deron^ once been continuous with the Eng- 
geurs JbsmlesJ^ The specimen de- lish beds, and formed pari of what is 
scribed by the celebrated Frcncli na- now' termed the chalk basin of Lon- 
turafist was found by M. Traulle, in a don ; the then connecting mass having 
peat-moss in the yalley of the Somme been since washed away by the ac- 
in Picardy. « tion of the sea. At this meeting al- 

At the same meeting Mr Bald read • so, Mr P. read a paper on the inodi- 
a paper on the Coal Formation in ficatioiis of the primitive crystal of 
Great Britain, illu|jtrated by nume- sulpjiate of barytes. The angles of 
rous sections and specimens. the* crystal, a right rhomboidal 

Dec. 11.— 'The Secretary read* a prism, were found by the reflecting 
communication from Mr Stewart, goniometer to measure 78® 18' and 
Eecturer on Botany, giving an ac- 101® 42'. Mr P. observed eighteen 
count of his having found and exa- modiheations, and described the se- 
mined many specimens of the rare condary planes produced by them, 
moss, buxbaumiaaphylla, and assign- Dec. 4. — A paj^r from Dr Day, 

ing reasons for believing it,io b^ij^ommunicatedbySirJamesMacgre- 
plantoflonger duration than botanists j^r, on the oology of Ceylon, was 
have hitherto imagined. A paper was read. This island consists almost en- 
also read by Mr Stevenson, on the tirely of primitive Ack, composed 
original formation of tl^c land now chiefly of gneiss and dolomite, rising 
constituting, the territory of the U- in some places to the height of 70y0 
nifed Dutch Provinces. feet above the level of the sea. The 

Dee. I'rdfcYSjor Jameson read mountains and plains are geilerally 
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covered with debris, and the soil, 
which is poor, corresponds to the rocks 
from which it is formed. There are 
hot springs In the neighbourhood of 
Trincoraalce, the temperature of 
which varies from 103® to 137*^. Iroji 
is the only metal found in the island, 
which, however, is rich in gems ; such 
as, tounnaline, garnet, pyrope, cinna- 
mon-stone, zircon, hyacinth, spinelle, 
sapphire, &c. &c. No traces of vol- 
canic action are any^vhcre visible. 

Dec. 18. — i^^ommunication was 
read from T. l^OTiinson, Esq. of Mor- 
ley Park Iron Works, Derbyshire, on 
a tree found in these works. As the 
miners were sinking a pit for the pur- 
pose of obtaining iron-ore, they dis- 
covered a tree, apparently oak, in an 
erect position, its bottom standing be- 
low the third measure of iron-ston*e ; 
its length was about six feet, its dia- 
meter from ten to Yourteen inches, 
and its substance dark coloured and 
mouldering ; its position, and the un- 
broken appearance of ilic beds it tra- 
versed, seem to countenance the idea 
that it grew there previous to the de- 
position of the beds surrounding it. 

• Jan. 1. 1819. — Mr Buck land’s pa- 
per, “ On the Geological Structure of 
the South-western Ccnil District, and 
on the Relations of the Deposits by 
which it is partial ly covered,” the read- 
ing of which had been commenced at 
the former meeting, was now coifclu- 
ded. 1'he district referred to appears 
generally to consist of two principal 
formations : the first reposes on the 
transition rocks, and includes the in- 
dependent coal formation of Werner ; 
while the secondfconsists of more re- 
cent horizontal deposit*?, lying on the 
transverse edges of the first formati^W, 
The first formation consists of the fol- 
lowing beds: i. Limestone and im- 
perfect shde, which theaullun- consi- 
ders ixh the upper inemhers of the 
greyvj'acke series, and. a link helwcon 
the transition slrJe-rock.s and suc- 


ceeding formations ; 2. Old red sand** 
stone; 3. Mountain limestone; and 
4. Coal measures. The second for- 
mation consists of — 1. CalcarR;-mag< 
nesian conglomerate, and magni^sian 
limestone ; 2. Newer red spiid itone 
and red marl ; 3. Lias ; and 4-*; Oo- 
lite. This paper also states the angles 
of the inclination and direction c f the 
different strata. 

At the same meeting, a paper by 
Thomas Kent, on the Rock of Gibral- 
tar^ was read. The rock is a mass of 
limestone, the greatest height of which 
is about 1,140, and its base abOiir2200 
feet in its longest diameter. The 
small rock on which the Devil’sTower 
is built appears to be a fragment de- 
tached from ifr: the edge of the.sum- 
mit is in some places so sharp that a 
person cannot stand upon it. I^art of 
the rock appears to have been much 
broken and dislocated ; and in the in- 
tervals betvveent the fragments, as 
well as in a cavern in the side of the 
cast cliff, bones ot’ animals have been 
found incrusted with stalactitic cai> 
bonate of lime. The hillc near St 
Roque, reaching to a distance of se- 
veral miles into Spain, contain large 
quantities of oyster,ocockle, and other 
shells. The ancient city of Carteia was 
built of stone quarried from these hills. 

Jan. 15. — A paper was read by S. 
Babington, Esq.y“ On the Geology of 
the -*ount/*y between Tellicherry and 
Madras.’^ The face of the country 
in general below tlic (Riauts is mark- 
ed by Jow-rounded hills, composed of 
a porous substance, called by Bucha- 
nan latcrite. The mountains deno- 
minated Ghauts, &c. the author de- 
^s^?ribesj's consisting of granite, gneiss, 
mica, slate, Ac. varieties of horn- 
bl'c:icle rock, sometimes containing 
garnet, and in one place cyanitc.. 
The Carnaf-ic, or country east of the 
Ghauts, is flat, and the i^oil to a consi- 
derable depth consists of strata of 
bVown and blni^h clay, 'interspersed 
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with beds of oys^fer, cockle, and other 
shells. 

\ Feb, 19.-^ A paper was read from 
tho Hdn. Mr Strangways on the Ra- 
pids of Imatra on the Voxa river in 
Careljia, ^and containing a notice of 
the bursting of the IjJke Loubando in- 
to tln| Ladoga in 1818. The greater 
piirj^f the course of the Voxa may 
••byconsidered rather as a chain of 
lales than a river. ^ Near Imatra it 
is contracted into a* narrow channel 
withinr rocky banks, about jiixty feet 
in breadth, whicli continues for 500 
yardit.’^Througli this chaAinel the 
river rushes with great fury and 
dreadful noise. The rock of this 
channel is the usual red granite of 
Finla«d, which is easily disintegrated 
by exposure to the weather. In 1818 
one of the lakes Loubando, which 
discharged its waters int<f the Voxa, 
opened a passage into lake Laddga 
eastward, by bursting through the 
•isthmus of Taipala, — a circumstance 
that will probably alter its future 
iJbografdiical character. 

March <5. — An extract was read 
from^i letter written by the Reverend 
G. Young, Whitby, to 8, Parkes, Esq. 
containing an acw)unt of the disco- 
very near that place of the fossil re- 
mains of an animal, supposed to have 
been *1110 ichthyosaurus. These re- 
mains were erabedde^in an alum rock. 
The skull was entire, meas 4 .irei^'«',jo 
feet ten inches in length and one foeft 
in breadth at the broadest part, and 
tapered to a point like a bird’s beak. 
The jaw-bones were twisted, the 
teeth broken and displaced, and the 
remainder of the skeleton mutilated 
and imperfect. It is supposed thgf 
the animal must have been fourteen 
feet long. 

At this meeting alno a paper w^as 
• read from H. T. l)e La ^echc, Esq. 
On the Rockland I'ossils of the Coast 
extending from lirideport Harbou^ 
Dorset, to /lie eastern point of Tor- 


bay, Devon. This line of coast, be- 
ginning at its western point, consists 
of the following beds whicli dip east* 
ward : 1. Rock marl, or red conglo.^^ 
merate : 2. Green sand ; 8. Chalfc; 
iyto which the green sand sometimes 
passes. The more remarked fossils 
are, ichthyosaurus, nautili and am- 
monites, pentacrini, trochi, casts of 
turbinated shells, pectens, gyphites, 
a^iomiae, and other bivalves, &c. i 

April 2. — The reading of Mr Flen- 
nabis’ paper, begun at the previous 
^meeting (March 19?; On the Ply- 
mouth Lime stone, was concluded. 
This bed generally rests on clay slate, 
and rises about 1 00 feet above high wa- 
ter mark. It runs nearly east and west 
for several miles, and dips towards the 
south or south-west : its breadth is 
froTn a quarter to half a mile. Many 
organic remains are found in it, chief- 
ly madripores, tubipores, inillepores, 
Irochitcs, pentacrinites, collaties, &c. 

An abstract of a letter from Dr 
Nugent, of Antigua, to the Presi- 
dent, was read, accompauving some 
specimens of tlic Barbuda limestone, 
and containing some remarks on the 
geology of that island and of Anti- 
gua. Barbuda consists of a Jiard le- 
vel limestone, with scarcely any ve- 
•getable mould upon it, which is sup- 
posed to be of the same formation 
with that of Antigua. The more 
mountainous parts of the latter island 
•consist of trap rocks, on which rests 
a series of stratilif^d conglomerated 
rocks, consisting of a clayey basis, 
containing minute crystals of fel- 
spar and spots of chlorite. On. this 
reposes an extensi^ limestone for- 
^^mation, the lower part of which con- 
talhs a great number of silicified fos- 
sils of various kinds. These islands, 
and some others in ilie vicinity, are 
conceived to afford eviden«i of the 
existence of a recent formation, con# 
totnporaneous with, or perhaps^even 
posterior to the Paris basin. 



816 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTEBJ ‘iwd. 


May 7.*— The ‘‘ Description of the 
Valley of the Ligovca,’' by the Hon. 
Mr Strangways, was read. The river 
Ligovca, or Doordorovca, issues from 
the lake Doordorofi; fifteen miles to 
the south-west of St Petersburgh. 
a short distance from this lake» it is 
expanded into a second, and finally 
discharges itself into the Gulf of Fin* 
land, through a marsh which is daily 
increasing in extent. Tn the upp^r 
part of its course the bed of the river 
IS composed of limestone; but when 
it leaves the sccAid lake it passes into 
a channel of blue clay, and its banks 
are covered with an accumulation of 
gravel. The heights on the west side 
of the valley consist of limestone. 
The lower beds of limestone pass in* 
to upper strata of green schist, and 
as they approach the schist they ac- 
q^uire a green colour. The fossilg of 
the limestone are principally ortho* 
ceratites, and trilobites. 

An extract of a letter from MrD. 
Scott, was then read. It contained 
an account of some marine remains, 
that had been laid bare by the river 
Brahmaputra, near the north*cast 
frontier of Bengal. The Carton hills, 
which are in the vicinity of the Brah* 
maputra, Hre of two formations ; the 
first, which occasionally rise to the 
height of from 2000 to 3000 feet, con- 
sist of granite, with veins of quartz 
and felspar; the second, which *=rcst 
upon these, seem to have been depo- ^ 
sited from water, as their strata are 
nearly horizontal. It is under or 
through one of these latter that the 
bed of shells appears to extend. 

May 21. —A ^per by the Right 
Hon, Lord Crompton was read, enti;^ 
tied, A Description of the llo#^ 
which occur along a portion of the 
south coast of the Isle of Mull.'* 
These arc what are called the Carsey 
£ocks. The shore is composed of 
basaltic columns, which rise in some 
places to the height of 500 feet. There 


are two very remarkar learched rocks : 
one of the openings is about 60 feet 
high, and between 50 and 60 feet 
wide. It is .formed in a basaltic rock^ 
resting on green sand, and does not 
contain any fossils. ,, ( 

June 4?. — The reading of Mr jTay- 
lor’s paper, On the smelting o| Tin- 
ores in Cornwall and Devonshire^’ be- 
gun at last, was concluded at the pre- 
sent meeting. The author observes, 
that tin-ore is found in two states, in 
veins accompanied by other metals, 
or in detached fragments dispersed 
through.^lluvial matter : the8xr«ifi»9 re- 
spectively known by the names of 
mine-tin and stream- tin. Mine-tin is 
first subjected to the process of dress- 
hy which* a considerable pvrt of 
the extraneous minerals, as well as the 
earthy matrix, is separated. The me- 
tal produced from this kind of ore is 
called block-tin, and is less pure than 
that from stream^tin, in consequence 
of some remains of other metallic 
substances, of which it is very difficult 
entirely to deprive it. Stream-tii. 
has no other metallic ore mixed with 
it, except occasionally a little ha::ma- 
tide iron. This furnishes the grain - 
tin of commerce. In dressing mine- 
tin it is necessary to have it very 
minutely pulverised, in consequence 
of its being so intimately dispersed 
through tfie maj^rix, a large part of 
wljjc*'**, frqm the great specitic gravity 
of the ore, may be removed by wash- 
ing. It is then smelted in the coni- 
mon .reverberatory furnace, mixed 
with Welsh culm and lime, and expo- 
sed to a very strong heat, so as to re- 
duce the whole to a state of perihet 
fusion, u As tin-ore consists merely 
of an oxide mixed with a quantity of 
extraneous matter, the only objects 
to be attended to in smelting are to 
reduce the earthy matter to a state 
of perfect fusion, to which the lime 
contributes, and to remove the oxy- 
gen, which is dlKll'd % the. coal. 
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The produce of tne smelting furnace 
is considerably impure, and the me- 
\tal afterwards goes through the pro- 
cess bif refining, which consists es- 
sentially in fusing the tin at a low 
heat, inspfiicient to melt the other 
metals with which it is mixed. When 
sufficiently pure, it is cast into moulds 
arid sc Id under the name of block-tin. 

reduction of grain-tin proceeds 
upon a different principle. After being 
dressed, it is carried lo what is culled 
the blowing-house, in which the metal 
is reduced in a blast furnace by means 
bf fchsrcC/al. Tlic blast furnijice con- 
sists of a cylinder of iron standing on 
its end, into the upper part of which 
the ore and charcoal are thrown ; the 
blast is admitted by a hole near the 
bottom, and the metal, as it is reduced, 
flows out at another hole on the op- 
posite side. The metal obtained from 
these furnaces is farther purified by 
having pieces of charcoal soaked in 
•water thrown into it while melted. 
The water is thus rgipldly volatilized; 
and, as it appears, by the agitation 
it occasions, all the impurities are 
carried to the surface, where they are 
easily removed. 

June IS. — Some additional remarks 
by Mr De La lieche, on the Fossil 
animal called ichthyosaurus, con- 
cluded the business of the season; 
the society not meetyig again till No- 
vember. . • , ^ 


Society for the Encouragement 
OF Arts, ManufactuiIes and 
Commerce. 

• • 

Since the commencement of the 
session in November last, this society 
has been occupied in adjudging re- 
wards for various useful improve- 
ments in the prts and manufactures ; 
a few of which we shall now briefly 
notice. . ' 


The society’s gold medal was ad- 
judged to Mr Hardy, for his inverted 
pendulum, an instrument whicb;tb& 
celebrated Captain Rater had pre-^. 
viously made known to the public, by 
a ^paper in the transactions of tne ^ 
Royal Society of London, entitle d 
“ An Account of Experiments for 
determining the length of the Pen- 
dulum vibrating ^Seconds, in the la- 
titude of London.” In conducting 
these experiments, Captain K. is said 
to have derived advantage from Mr 
Hardy’s instrument, ” in proving the 
stability of the support for his pen- 
dulum.” Whether this be correct, 
we cannot say, as we have not had 
access to the original paper in the 
transactions of the Royal Society ; 
but in a very ingenious and able ar- 
ticle on Captain K.’s experiments on 
thejDendulum, in the number of the 
PLdinburgh Review for September 
1818, no mention whatever is made 
of Mr Hardy’s instrument, the whole 
credit of the invention of the conver- 
tible pendulum being ascribed to 
Captain K., who is said to have first 
reduced to practice the theorem for- 
merly demonstrated by Huygens, 
that the centres of suspension and 
oscillation are reciprocally conver- 
•tible. 

The Society awarded the silver 
med^ and ten guineas to Mr A. Bell, 
for Ins invention of a new Chuck to 
•the Lathe. 

Mr T. Taylor’s Hopeatlng Alarum, 
for which the sum of fifteen guineas 
w^as awarded, has been found of great 
service in the Royal Observatory, in 
giving the a8tronoi|ier timely warn- 
-.mg of the passage of certain stars, 
^ler by day or night, and thereby 
affordinghim opportunities of making 
observations which n^ght otherwise 
be lost. • 

The Society voted its silver Isis 
medal to Mr Fjayrer for his improve-; 
meut on the three* wheeled clocks, 
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recommended by Dr Franklin and and other noxious Wgetablcs. The 
Mr Ferguson, by which they will go author then proceeds to detail a num- 
longer without winding up, and con- her of facts and experiments, in con- 
tinue in action whilst winding. firmation of these propositions, in the 

A variety of other premiums were order of their enunciation. 

^adjudged, the principal of which w'^s At the same meeting a paper by 
a gold medal to Mr J. Young, for his Dr W. Howison, entitled, “ An Ac- 
improved method of collecting British count of several of the most impor- 
opium. Mr Y. has proved that this tant Culinary Vegetables of tlte in- 
valuable medicine Itiay be collect- terior of the Russian Empire,'^ Jic.- 
ed in this country, with sufficient prp- was read. The first of these whiih 
fit to induce the agriculturist to cul- the author treats of is the Russian 
tivate the poppy for this purpose, as Cucumber, a vegetable consumed in 
well as to extract oil from its seeds, great quantities by the native Rus- 
sians, as 4 well as foreigners s^mkitdln 
the country, and which, he tolls us, 
differs in many respects from the cii- 
Caledonian IIOUTICULTTJIIAX- So- cuniber of Great r>ritam, being small- 
ciETY. er in size, yet containing a grcatquan- 

tity of juice and pulpy matter. The 
Fewer premiums were distributed second is the Moscow early yellow 
this year than in some of thepreced- turnip, produced in givat abundance 
ing years; and the papers read to tlie in Moscow and the Crimea. The 
society i^erc in a great measure dc- third is the Narva yellow turnip, used 
stitute of interest. Our notice of them in considerable quantity as an article 
therefore will be very concise. of food by the Russian peasantry in 

On the 4:lh ol’ March a paper from the governments of the interior. Thv: 
S. Parkes, Esq. London, entitled, fourth is the variegated* cabbage, 
•‘On the Employment’ of common brought by Krusensteru, the Russian 
Salt for the purposes of Ilorticui- circumnavigator, from the islands of 
ture,” was read by the Secretary Mr the South Sea, and fiince his time cul- 
Neill. After some preliminary oh- tivated in Russia. TJue fifth and sixth 
servations on llie progress of horti- are the large black and the large 
culture among different nalions, the wliiu Russian raddish. The seventh 
author proceeded to discuss ihe^j^eve- and eighth arc \wo species of water 
ral branches of his suhjoci in tlurfoJ- motives of the coasts of the 

lowing Older : 1. 'fliat common salt, ' Bkck Sea ; and the others consist of 
when applied in (^pe proportions, has two kinds of celery, the bulbous-root- 
the effect of promoting the health cd and the rothen or red ; a peculiar 
and growth of vegetables : That it species of mustard from Russian Tar- 
has the property of rendering fruit tary, the seeds of which were brought 
trees and csculqiit plants unfit for from Sarepta, near the Chinese wall ; 
the food or the habifution of worm^^^Aind a peculiar species of onion from 
and insects : Ji. Tlmt common salons Chinese tartary. 
one of the most efficacious substan- 'On the 2d of September, a paper 
ces tliat can bc‘employed in a garden by Dr W. Howison was read, enti- 
for the destruction of worms and in- tied, “An Account of the Russian 
fig?cts : And, 4, That common salt Chiccory rtaiU, and of ^he Artificial 
may, with material advantage, lie C^offee prepared in great quantity, 
used Tor the dcsiruvtfon of weeds over that country, "from roots, as 
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well as from tUS roots of common 
dandelion.” 

‘ Go -the 23 of December a letter 
from IVfr J. Dick to the Secretary was 
read, “ On the advantage of graft- 
ing the liibston Pippin on the more 
healthy Apple-Tree^.” It appears 
from the remarks of Mr D., that the rib- 
stpn pippin in general produces strong 
•w(^d, which however is often not 
^ened on standard trees, and rs there- 
lore ready to canker; and that those 
kinds of fruit trees, wliich have rv>t 
their wood well ripened in the autumn, 
bever produce fruit so well those 
the wood of which attains maturity. 
The method proposed to remedy this 
evil is simply to procure some para- 
dise pippin apples that have been 
wrought upon good crab stocks, by 
grafting the ribston pippin on which, 
it is enabled to make much finer 
wood, to ripen its wood, and to pro- 
duce fruit abuudanWy either upon 
•standard or espalier trees. 


Highland Society of Scotlamd. 

The general anniversarv mocling 
of the fiighlandi Society of Scoiland 
was held at Edinburgh on the 12th 
of January 1819, when a munbcT of 
noblemen and gentjpmen were duly 
elected members. , • . 

'File improvement of tlic Scotcli 
fisheries was one of the most impor- 
tant objects originally embraced by 
tlie society ; and from the adoption 
of the suggestion of the society, that 
a special board should be constituted. 
' at . Edinburgh, for the sup^^rintc^- 
dance and management of the white 
herring fislicry,and for the introdufc- 
tion in that fishery of large boats, much 
• benefit has conlessedly hc^en derived. 
Since the iiystitutiun of this board, 
however, the T.lighland Society of 
Scotland ha^, in a‘'flr»eat mca.vjie, 


ceased to take any interest or con- 
cern in that important branch of nfl- 
tional industry; but at the general . 
meeting in January, the society.^^V' 
ted a piece of plate to Mr J. MaiS-f 
kjnzie, of Richmond Place, Edin- 
burgh, who had been formerly enga- 
ged in the fisliery, for useful infor- 
mation furnished by him to the so- 
ciety, particularly in regard to the 
advantages that would result from 
employing large boats, and which had 
enabled the society to recommend the 
^neasure. 

It had been for some lime well 
known to tlie society, not only that 
large tracts of land adjoining the sea 
on the northern coast of Scotland 
had been covered and destroyed by 
drifted sands, but that, in some in- 
stafices, such land had, by proper ma- 
nagement, been reclaimed ; as, for ex- 
ample, by Mr Young of Inverugic, on 
the coast of Morayshire, Their at- 
tention, however, was more particu- 
larly drawn to this subject, at the an- 
niversary meeting this year, by Mr 
Macleod of‘ Harris, who suggested 
tlie propriety of the society's offering 
premiums for successful experiments 
of this description in the Hebrides, 
including the coasts of Orkney and 
•Shetland, where the injury was known 
to be most extensive. Premiums 
were^ceordircily oH’ered I'or reclaim- 
ing ifind from drift sand in these dis- 
•tnets ; and they learn with pleasure, 
that experimcni.s ajj/Lj in consequence 
making, which there is every reason 
to hope will be attended with suc- 
cess, and merit the encouragement 
held out by the soci|!ty. 

•y. At the same meeting the society 
vwd a premimn of twelve guineas 
to Andrew Hislop, smith at Foun- 
tainliall, for construefing a bridge of 
malleable iron over the wate’j»of Gala, 
being the first bridge of this descrip# 
ti*!n erected in, Scotland, which was 
ali 'nfk'l 'vith very small expense. 
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irso 

James Grant, Esq. of Corrymony, 
advocate, having published a very 
learned and ingenious treatise, en- 
titled, “ Thoughts on the Origin and 
Descent of the Gael,*’ in which the 
author has thrown much light upon 
points connected with the history, 
manners, and language of the Gael, 
the society, at the anniversary meet- 
ing in January, voted its gold medal 
to Mr Grant as a mark of the so- 
ciety’s approbation of the work ; and 
at the subsequent meeting in July, 
the sum of ten guineas was voted to 
the Reverend A. Macdonald ofCriefl, 
for having executed a translation of 
Ossian*s poem, called Fingal, into 
Latin hcxamcicr verse. 

Besides a regular correspondence 
with the Highland Society of Lon- 
don, upon matters connected with 
Celtic literature and antiquities^ the 
society has recently established com- 
munications on these subjects with 
the Royal Antiquarian Society of 
France, and the Cambrian Society. 
Particular mention is also made of 
the translation of Paradise Lost into 
the ancient British or Welsh lan- 
guage, by Mr Owen Puglie ; of the 
treatise on the origin of ancient 
names in mythology, topography, 
history, drc. by Mr Dyer of Exeter ' 
and of the translation of the poems 
of Ossian into the German lan<ruagc, 
by Dr C. W. Ahlwardt of Leijjsig. 

The society farther, at the aiiniver 
eary meeting in January, on the mo- 
tion of the Earl of Elgin and Kincar- 
dine, passed a resolution, recommend- 
ing to its members a subscription for 
erecting a monij^mcnt to the memory 
of our illustrious countrj'^men 
Robert Bruce, whose remains 
been recently discovered in the Ab- 
bey Church of Dunfermline. 


African Institution. 

Since the bill for the abolition of 
the Slave Trade was passed, twelve 
years have now elapsed ; and the 
African Institution, which^dates its 
commencement soon after that me- 
morable event, has been steadily and 
zealously labouring in the cause of 
African civilization, and puttings in 
requisition every possible expedi^it 
which promisea to facilitate the /zc- 
iiial extinction of the horrid traffic 
in human flesh, “ that scouuok 

WHICH AS so LONG DBSOLATELr 
ArRFCA, DEGRADED EdROrE, AND 

AFXTLicfED HUMANITY Thc Thir- 
teenth Report ot this most philan- 
thropic Institution is now before us ; 
and it is with the deepest sorrow we 
observe, that, notwithstanding the 
exertions/ sacriflees, and example of 
this country, — notwithstanding the 
general abhorrence and execration 
which have been poured out against 
this murderous traffic, from one end 
of Europe to the other, — notwith- 
standing the solemn declaration of 
the Congress of Vienna, of date the 
8tli ofFcbruary 1815, — notwithstand- 
ing the highly commendable exer- 
tions of our Statesman and Plenipo- 
tentiaries on that, and every subse- 
quent occasion, where thcy^^could 
prudently intcr|rerc, down to the pre- 
seif's time, — so little progress has 
iTcen made in putting an efficient stop 
to the trade in slaves, that, by the 
miserable subterfuges, the insinceri- 
ty, and falsehood of foreign courts, 
the intentions of this country have 
been, in a great measure, rendered 
gbonixe, and a gainful and active 
commerce in human flesh, is carried 
an, chiefly under Spanish, Portuguese, 
and French flags, along the whole 


^ * The words of Mr Clarkson, tlic celebrated advocate of the abolition, in a pamphlet 
distributed to their Imperial and Royal Majesties, and their Hepresentatives, at thc Coiigiess 
of A;(\-Ia-Chappllc, and c^jrtainly one of tlie nioA eloquent picc ev o f reasoning we have evc^ 
bad the happiness to meet with. 
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coast oli^frica, Jtot immediately un- 
der the influence oF the British Go- 
vernments. *A fact so afflicting to 
the friends of humanity in every 
country, deserves to be made as ma- 
nifest, the foul stain it inflicts on 
the national honour of those coun- 
tries, which, in the face of the most 
deliberate declarations and solemn 
'•treSties, have winked at, or secretly 
^ncouraged this abominable traffic,— 
IS deep, fearful, and* indelible. For 
this purpose, and under the convec- 
tion that the truth only requires to 
le known, to induce the feiends of 
humanity (happily neither few nor 
powerless) to unite, heart, hand, and 
purse, in putting a period to the most 
crying evil of our age,* we shall pro- 
ceed to lay before our readers as full 
a statement of the facts which have 
been properly ascertainAl and au- 
thenticated, as our limits, and the 
multifarious character of the subjects 
we have to record, will possibly per- 
mit. 

• The narrative of the report com- 
mences by stating the proceedings, 
for tJije further ’abolition of the Slave 
Trade, instituted in pursuance of the 
additional articlcof the treaty, of No- 
vember 1815, between the Allies and 
France. In December 1817, the Ple- 
nipotentiaries of Austria, France, 
Great Britain, Prt^sia, and Russia, 
held a conference in Lon^on*‘:'pon 
this subject ; at which Lord Castj^- 
reagh presented the two Conventions 
recently concluded with Portugal 
and Spain. At this conference a note 
was presented bv the Portuguese Mi- 
nister, stating that the King of Por- 
tugal, not having signed tUe adey- 
tional article of the treaty of Paris, 
didnot consider himself bound to take 
any part in these conferences, and 
that he would only do ^o upon the 
condition tligit due regard should be 
had to the interests, the customs, 
and even th*c prejudffics of the sub- 


jects of those powers which still per« 
mit this traffic; that each power ha* 
ving an inherent right to decree th^, - 
flnal abolition at the period it 
judge most expedient, that period f 
should be fixed by mutual negocia- 
tion ; and that the general negocia- 
tion which might ensue, should in 
no way prejudice the stipulatidn con- 
tained in the fourth article of the 
treaty between the King of Portugal 
and his Britannic Majesty, in which it 
is provided that the period of the final 
cessation of this traffic in the Portu- 
guese dominions should be determin- 
ed by a separate treaty between these 
powers. These conditions being com- 
plied with, a second conference took 
place in London in February 1818, 
at which Lord Castle reagh read a 
nol!b, containing a proposition for the 
moi^ effectual abolition of the slave 
trade, already rendered illegal by 
treaty. The following are the pro- 
minent topics contained in this im- 
portant document : — That since the 
restoration of peace, a considerable 
revival of the slave trade had taken 
place on the coast of Africa to the 
north of the Line ; — That the trade 
thus carried on was marked with in- 
creased horrors from the inhuman 
•practice of crowding slaves on board 
vessels better adapted to escape from 
crujz^rs than to import human be- 
ings f-t— That as Africa had advanced 
•in commercial prosperity as the Slave 
Trade had been suppressed, so, with 
its revival, every prospect of im- 
provement appeared to vanish ; — 
That the British Government had 
made considerable ej^ertions to check 
-.♦jie growing evil ; but that since the 
r^ftirn of peace and the restoration 
of the French and Dutch settlements 
on that coast, thetrad?^ in slaves had 
greatly increased : — That, vvi*h a view 
to avoid giving umbrage to friendlj* 
poiYcrs, the Britisli Government had, 
in abandoned the beAige- 
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rent rig lit of Kcarcli : — That it was, 
hou*evt.‘r, proved beyond the possibi- 
lity oi' doubt, that unless the right 
to visit vessels should be established, 
the illicit truiilc would, in time of 
peace, not only subsist, but increase, 
from the system of obtaining fraudu- 
lent papers and concealing owner- 
ship s-That even if the trallic were 
to be universally abolished, and a 
single state should refuse to submit 
its Hag to the visitation of vessels 
of other states, slave-trarlers would 
still have tlie means of eluding de- 
tection : — That sinr(' it had been un- 
lawful for him to appear nortli of the 
Line, tlie l\)rtugiu\se slave-trader liad 
concealed himself under the Spanish 
flag 'fhat whilst the Hags ol'l'Vance, 
Holland, and the United IStates are 
not included in the system o.stabl'isii- 
cd by the conventions with Mpain and 
Portugal, the clfect inii'^t be to vary 
the character of the fraud, rather 
than to suppress the mischief: — That 
the CongrCftS of Vienna declared, in 
the lace of all mankind, that this traf- 
fic should cease, and that the law of 
the abolition is nothing in itself un- 
less the contraband slave trade shall 
be supjiH'ssed by a combined system, 
a measure which they owed it to 
themselves to unite their earnest en- 
deavours to accomplish. For this 
purpose it is proposed, that i*U the 
other maritime powers should tie in- 
vited to give their accession to the* 
following general provisions : 1. An 
engagement not only to declare the 
importation of slaves illegal, but to 
constitute trafficking in slaves a cri- 
minal act, to b^ punished by an ac- 
knowledged principle of iriternatiomd 
law : 2. An engagement nmtuall^i^fo 
concede the right of search to their 
respective shijl.'' of war : And, JL The 
adoption of the minor regulations 
contained in the Conventions with 
Spain and Fortuga), \yitli such modi- 
licatifms as might apjiear calculated 
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to obviate abuse, aid reudelM:he sys- 
tem more unobjectionable as a gene- 
ral law. 

His Lordship then went into some 
details, as to how a species of police 
might be organised to give greater 
effect to a principle recommended at 
once by every rule of justice, Chris- 
tianity, and humanity : and upon 
thebc grounds invited the different 
J^lenipotcntiaries to solicit, without 
delu}', from tlieir respective sove- 
reigns^ the authority necessary to 
carry this object into effect. Tins 
M-as accordingly done, yet fio answer 
was received Irom them previous to 
the Congress at Aix-la-Chapelle. 

in the month of June Lord Castle- 
reagh addres&ed a letter to Mr^Rush, 
the American Minister in London, 
stating, that after the SOth of May 
1820, no flag could legally cover this 
detested traffic ; inclosing copies of the 
treaties with Spin and Portugal, for 
the total of partial abolition of the 
slave trade ; and earnestly begging 
him to submit these documents to the 
consideration of the President of the 
United States. To this request Mr 
Rush readily assented. 

Previous to tho meeting of the 
Congress at Aix-1&-Chapclle, the 
Directors of the African institution 
had received from the coast of* Afri- 
ca the most authentic information of 
the 'iwcrqased and increasing extent 
df the slave trade. This informa- 
tion was embodied in a very able 
and eloquent pamphlet by Mr Clark- 
son, one of the directors, and so de- 
servedly celebrated for his unceasing 
labours in the cause of the oppressed 
^frica»s, together with a compre- 
lierisive view of the mea^^ures which 
hlid been hitherto adopted, — and dis- 
tributed to the Allied Sovereigns 
assembled jn congress. In due time 
the subject came under, the conside- 
ration of those August Potentates 
and their MinT>;tcrs; and the result 
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of their deliborj^ioHs on this para- 
mount question -/cannot bo viewed 
^ witliogt fcelhigs of deep humiliation 
and regret. The discussions were 
opened by Lord Castlereagh, who 
explained the cxisSting state of the 
trade, and announced his intention 
of submitting, on a future day, two 
propositions, the first containing an 
. appeal to the King of Portugal, urg- 
ing him to give elicetto the doclara- 
— *don of the CongreSs at Vienna in 
1815, by consenting, as Spain liad 
done, U) the final abolition on tlic 
-iJOth of May 1820, and the^ second 
' allowing a right of mutual visit, 
as already adopted by Great Bri- 
tain, Spain, and the Netherlands. 
The latter of these, propositions 
was heard with extreme jealousy 
by the Due de Kidielieu, the 
Prcnch Minister; whil<i the for- 
mer was unanimously adopted ; with 
this modification, hqwever, that the 
, period of abolition should in no case 
extend bc^yond 1828. In relercnce 
4) the second po’int, J-.ord Castle- 
reagh co^mnunicated to the Con- 
gress the memorandum which he 
had Turnished to the Due de Uichc- 
lieu at his own rcjpie.>t ; adding, that 
in the opinion yf several persons of 
great weight and authority, nothing 
Jess lhan declaring the slave trade 
Piracy^ and punishable as such by 
international law, h^ the unanimous 
accession of the maritime powef^, 
would ever prove in any degree ef- 
fectual in repressing the scourge 
that had desolated Africa, degraded 
Europe, and afflicted humanity.'' 

In consequence of these proceed- 
■ ings, notes w^ere received from tljc 
Plenipotentiaries of Uussia, Prussia, 
Austria, an'd France. That of Hus- 
f fiia, m particular, while it profe.sses 
. to pronounce as a fundamental prin- 
ciple, a law characterising this odious 
traffic as a (tcscripiiov oj piracy, and 
punishahtn ‘ns mchr proposes to 
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found an institution, on a central 
point of the coast of Africa, in the 
formation of which all Christian states 
should take part, and which, “ declar# 
ed for ever neutral and estranged from 
all political and local interests,*' 
sBould he specially charged with the 
execution of the law. The memoir 
of the French Government aftjo pro- 
fesses much, and ends by proposing 
to do nothing: and with regard to the 
right of mutual search recognised 
between great Britain, Spain, Portu- ' 
gal, and the Netherlands, it declares, 
\iiat the “ dangers which peculiar- 
ly attach to their situation, prevent 
them from acceding to that measure,*' 
the only conceivable one, he it re- 
marked, by which this most nefarious 
traffic can ever be eflectually check- 
ed "or destroyed. With respect to 
the Austrian and Prussian Cabinets, 
we 'cannot conceive what possible 
right or title they had to interfere, 
or to be consulted, in this great and 
important concernment. Without 
colonics, without naval force, with- 
out the possibility of their own sub- 
jects being in any degree benefited 
by the slave trade, or their interests 
impaired by its abolition, it may 
fairly he consiilercd as one of the 
tleast explicable enigmas of diplo- 
macy, that these powers were suffer- 
ed, any degree, to interrupt the 
proctedings on a measure which the 
•increasing lights of the age will 
sooner or later ren^lcrcd imperative 
on evciy government, and which 
they laboured to obstruct in its 
progress towards completion, solely 
from a jealousy yf British naval 
.J^cendancy. Tt is scarcely pos- 
s^e, indeed, to be grave when per- 
using the lecture of the Prussian 
Plenipotentiaries agaTnst the in- 
parable inconveniences of<he con- 
cession of a right of search exercised 
the high A power not 

lovsessod o sliip of war abovi the 
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dimei^&ions of a thirty-gun frigate, 
and few indeed even of this size, 
might have been supposed less jea- 
lous of the exercise of such a right, 
especially when Britain, the greatest 
naval power on earth, had consented 
to allow the exercise in the case of 
her own vessels, by the cruisers of 
Spain, Portugal, and the Netherlands. 
With regard to the clumsy machi- 
nery of a general association, found- 
ed, as was stated, on the primitive 
principles of Christianity, and grave- 
ly proposed by the Russian Cabi- 
net, it appears to be a mcasurd 
or device better fitted for a place 
in one of Kotzebue's German no- 
vels, than to form part of the re- 
corded proceedings of a congress 
of the greatest Sovereigns in the 
world. Even if an institution," to 
be composed of such incongruous and 
jarring materials, could have been 
fairly established and set in opera- 
tion, it is obvious, even if there were 
no other objection, that it would fall 
to pieces the instant war broke out a- 
niong any of the high contracting 
powers; while it is difficult, if not 
impossible, to conceive how such an 
institution could have ever been 
made conducive to the attainment 
of an object which reason, religion, 
humanity, and enlightened policy a- 
like unite to recommend. 

That this was the view takdn by 
the British diplomatists, is manifest* 
from the slightest inspection of their 
able and masterly reply to the notes 
given in by the Plenipotentiaries of 
the other powers. After expressing, 
in strong terms, £hcir disappointment 
that the disinterested and human^ 
purposes of the British Governni€&t 
had been frustrated by the course 
adopted by the other cabinets, not- 
withstanJing the solemn declaration 
ind pledge unanimously given at 
Vienna in 1815, and scaling that they 
derive consolation from the homage 


to the principle )t^diHon^ rendered 
by the respective Plenipotentiaries 
in their notes in reply to Lord Castlc- 
rcagh's communication, they Vemark, 
that it has been the fate of this 
question, in every stage of its pro- 
gress, to have difficulties represent- 
ed as insurmountable, which in a little 
tim have yielded to perseverance, 
and to the matured impulses of hu- 
manity that every nation, one 
excepted, has renounced this pollu- 
tion and that even the King of 
Portugal had taken steps ‘‘ to deliver 
his people, in no very long time, 
from a practice which must degrade 
them in the scale of enlightened policy ^ 
so long as it shall continue to be to- 
lerated amongst them." Wi^h re- 
gard to the proposal of Russia, they 
doubt the practicability of so novel 
and compkeated a system," and de- 
clare, that nothing but raising slave- 
dealing to the Mandard of piracy in 
the criminal codes of all civilized na- 
tions, and branding slave-traders as 
hostes human! generis," couLl 
prove effectual in extirpating a traf- 
fic, which cries to Heaven for ven- 
geance against all those who openly 
patronise, or secretly tolerate it. 
They state that the simplest mea- 
sures are sure to prove the most ef- 
fectual, and ask why Russia, Ap>stiia, 
and Prussia should postpone to an 
indefinite period the final abolition, 
joeing even Portugal had conceded 
the right of visit north of the equa- 
tor, where the abolition has now 
been completed, as well by herself, as 
by Spain and ail the other powers 
With regard to the qualified right of 
mutual^ search, “ as if there were 
some moral incompetency in the 
FVench nation to conform themselves 
to the measure," they state the un- 
answerable argument, that ** the Bri- 
tish people, so sensitively alive as 
they are known to be 'to every cir- 
cumstance that might Impede their 
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commercial or expose the 

. national to an unusual interfe- 
rence,* Jiave betrayed no apprehension 
on the subject^ and that not a single 
remonstrance has been heard against 
‘ itP^ And in conclusion they approve 
of the intended introduction into the 
French colonics of* a registry of staves, 
and declare their unalterable convic- 
**tion, that until all the principal 
. .^powers consent to hajve as against the 
illicit slave-trader, at t.EAST on the 
COAST OF Africa, but one comtimn 
^dag, and co-operating force, they ijoill 
* not have gone to the full cxiaft of' their 
means to effectuate their purpose, in 
conformity to their declarations at Vien- 
na P* Thus ended the conferences at 
Aix-fe-Chapelle respeCting the more 
effectual abolition of the slave trade ; 
and thus have the hopes of‘thc friends 
of humanity been cruelly clisappoint- 
cd by a coru^lave of -Sovereigns and 
Ministers, who, wifh every human 

* means to consummate this glorious 

moral triumph, have failed to conse- 
crate the jiacifi cation of Europe by 
an act for which the wise and good 
of alh after-times would have cherish- 
ed their names in everlasting remem- 
brance. * 

A variety of Communications have 
hern receive/1 by the directors of this 
institution, representing the vast in- 
crease of the sJave#trade, anjJ the 
evils arising from delay in issuing vj^ 
structions to the vessels of war upon 
the different stations, in terms of the 
commissions under the conventions 
with Portugal, Spain, and the Nether» 
laods. By a letter from Africa so late 
•as December last, it appears that Sir 
GeJorge Collier, the naval coiftmantK 
cr on tfie coast, had then receivc^d 
I no instructions as to the measures to 
be adopted in pursuance of these 
’ conventions. Motions wore accord- 
ingly made, -and agreed to without 
oppositidn, in both fjouses of Pap- 

• liamont, for cjppies of all appointments 
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of commissioners to carry into effect 
the conventions with the aboV6 
powers, dated* respectively the ^Stb 
of July, 23d df September 1817, and 
the 4th of May 1818 ; and copies of 
all instructions, with their respective 
dates, to his Majesty^s ships sent to 
the coast of Africa, since those con- 
ventions were concluded. 

Notwithstanding the treaty en- 
tered into between Governor Far- 
quhar and the King of Ovas, it ap- 
pears by recent letters from the Isle 
•of France, that the slave trade is still 
carried on with the island of Mada- 
gascar. Many hundred slaves have 
been imported since the signature of 
the treaty; and after all that has been 
done by the governor, there is rea- 
soTh to fear, that, amongst the Euro- 
peans settled in that quarter of the 
woi^d, there exists no sincere or 
hearty disposition to discourage such 
Importations. On the contrary, a 
determined hostility is invariably 
shown to every measure, the object of 
which is to prevent this enormous 
evil. Of three of tihese traffickers 
in human beings a salutary example 
has recently been made. Four indi- 
viduals were brought from the Mau- 
^riiius, charged with the crime#of 
trading in slaves ; but the Grand 
Jury found a true bill only against 
threc^,'^Phillippe Caday alias Phili- 
bert, Joseph Amand Tregrosse, and 
*Louis Amand Clerausac, who were 
accordingly tried,' cifnvictcd, and sen- 
tenced to three years* imprisonment, 
and to he kept to hard labour. This 
is the most lenient sentence allowed 
by Mr Brougham’s ftcU 

1 he neighbourhood of the French 
settlements of Senegal andGoree, the 
trade has been carried on with pe- 
culiar and increasing activi^ ; ^and 
many persons both in* France and 
Senegal have been proved to be con- 
cerned in this ‘nefarious commtrce. 
A gentleman recently arrived in this 
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. country from Senegal where he had niandani of St Mary'f«, a British set- 
resided as a merchant ever since the tlement at the mohth of.thc Gambia^ 
colony was transferred to France (in for anchoring in the road the^;e; with 
18i7t) states that two French vessels^ slaves on board, and ordered for ad« 
one belonging to Senegal and the other judication to Sierra Leone ; but the 
to Bourdeaux, took in cargoes ofslavcs Sophie, after having left Si Gary’s, 
at that place, and crossed the bar in was actually tne*t oil* the mouth of the 
presence of three French men of war Gambia by a French schooner, which 
and a brig, lie also states as his be- captured and carried her, togethi r 
lief, uiid as the general opinion, << that with the British officer and^crew, to 
the officers of the Administration w(/**e Senegal, where, they were detained 
interested in every cargo of slaves for sometime^ and then, with the ex-' 
sliippcd off from Senegal ; and the ception of one oT the crew, sent back 
Captain of the Postilion, which had to St Mary's. A considerable slave 
been detained, assured him, that trade is 'also carrying on at AlJredi ii 
his detention was owing to his hot and other places on the river Gam- 
having purchased any part of his bia. The slave trade carried on by 
slavcsfrom the Government officers!” Spain and Portugal appears, in its 
It appears also, that a cutter named increase, to h^ve kept pace with that 
La Sophie^ belonging to St Lcviis, of France 

.Senegal, was detained by the com- Accounts have been received from 

•'Information of a date subsequent to that from which the above outline has been com- 
piled, not merely corroborates the stateinents-we liavc given, but proves that the slave trade 
carried on by France, Spain, and Portugal, but especuilJy the first of tlic.^e powers, has increa-. . 
sed to an extent altogethcv unparalleled, and been attended with atrocities and horrors the reci- 
tal of which is shocking to hiirnanity. Although it may he considered a species of anachro. 
nism, we cannot refrain from giving one extract illustrative of this melancholy fact. It la 
copied fixiin a French medical work, {Ifibliothci/uc Ophtulmoloi^iquef on Rccueil tObservatmit 
stir les Maindics dt’s &c,) and exemplifies some of the worst horrors which attend the 

ihiddic passage. ** The ship Le Uodeur, Captain Boucher, left Havre on the y^Jtli of January 
1819 for the coast of Africa, and reached her destination the 4th of M^’ch follovciug, anchor- 
inir at Bonny in the Calabar. The crew', consisting of 22 men, enjoyed good health during 
tbP'Outward voyage and during their stay at Bonny, where they continued till llie (;ih of 
April. Tliey had observed no trace of ophthalmia amongst the natives ; and it was not un- 
til 15 days after they had set sail on the return voyage, and the vessel was near the t»-piator, 
that they perceived the first symptomsKof ihih frightful malady, Itw'asthen remarked that the 
negroes, who, to the number of 160,iwerc crowded#»logelher in fue hold and between the 
dbeks, bad contracted a considerable redness pf Ufe eyes, w^iich sjiread with singular rapidity. 
No great attentiou w'as at first paid to these symptoms, which w'cre thoiighl to be causcil on- 
ly by the want of ai/in the hold, and by the scarcity of water, which had already begun to be 
felt. ‘All this time tliey w'erc limited to eight ounces of water a-day for each person, which 
quantity was aftcrw’ards reduced to the half of a wineglass. By the advice of Maignaii, the 
surgeon of the ship, the negroes, who had Mtherfo remained shut up in the hold, w ere brought 
upon deck in succession, in order that they might breathe a purer air. But it became neces- 
sary to abandon this expedient, because many of those negroes, aHecled with nostalgia, (i. e. a 
passionate desire to revisit tlieir native laiM||>thrcr' ihemnelves in the sea, locked in each other’s 
arms. 'I'lie first of the crew who cauglit^iic infection was a sailor who slept under the deck, 
near the grated hatch which communicated wilh*the hold. The next. day a' landsman was 
seized with ophthahnia ; and in three days more the Captain and almost the whole of tlie crew 
weririnfcctcfl by it. 'I'lie number of the blind augmented every day, and they w'ere seized 
uvitli the farther dread of not being able to make the West Indies, if the only sailor who had 
hitherto escaped the contagion, and on w'hom their sole, hope rested, should become blind like 
llie rf'it. This calamity had actually befallen the Leon, a S])anish vessel, which ihc Bodeur 
met with on her passage, and the w'hole crew of which, having bwomc blind; were under tlie 
m'i 4 “^sity of altogether abandoning the direction of, the sbiji, ('ILe Leon not since been 
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Major Gmy, f^o succeti^ed the un- The funds of the institution are it| . 
fortunate Major Peddie in the com- a very low state, the nett receipts o£\ 
mand of the expedition into the in- the last last year hardly exceeding a 
teriof of Africa. From the unfriend- thousand pounds. This is as truly 
ly disposition of the natives, and the lamentable as it is unaccoiin|able. 
want pf merchandise, he was com- Surely public benevolence is flow- 
pelled, after having arrived in the * ing in an improper channel. The in- 
negro kingdom of Dondou, to retrace come- of the British and Foreign Bi- 
his steps to Bakel on the Senegal, blc Society for the same*year was 
There he rneaiit to Vait for intclli- within little of a hundred thousand 
gcnce from the chief surgeon of the ^pounds. Might not a portion of this 
expedition, who had been sent for- enormous revenue be appropriately 
ward to’Sego to solicit the protection and beneficently employed in pro- 
of the King of^Bambarra ; and we moting the paramount cause of 
learn from subsequent accounts thaf African civilization and improve- 
the surgeon had returned Trom Sego, ment ? 
and that Major (iray had received 
from Senegal the merchandise qf 
whjch he was so mitph in want. 

heard of, and in all probability was lost.) Theywentreated the charitable interference of the 
llodoiir ; but the seamen of^this vessel could neither quit her to go on board the Leon on 
Hccount of the cargo of negroes, nor receive tlic <ircw of the Lcun on board the Uodcur, in 
whicli tlierc was hardly room for themselves. The Kodeur reached Guadaloupc on the 2 1st 
of June 18U),*lier crew being in a most deplorable condition. Three days aft^^ her arrival, 
the only man who during the voyage had withstood tlie influence of the contagion, was seized 
with the same malady. Of the negroes 3f) had become perfectly blind, 12 had lost an eye, 
and ! 4 were aflected* with blemishes more or less considerable. Of the crow 12 lost tlieir 
sight entirely, among whom was the surgeon ; .5 became blind of one eye, one of them b«ng 
the chaplJln ; and 4 were partially injured.** Such is the account of the voyage of the ^fo- 
(/nfi, as given by M. Guillie, in the medical work above referred to. But in this account ' 
one of the most horrid circumstances connected viritli the transaction is wholly omitted ; name- 
ly, that the slaves who became blind were thrown into the sea, as they would have brought 
no return in tlie West Indies, and as ground would thus bo laid fur a claim on the under- 
writers, by whonf the cargo had been insured. This additional fact we learn from the peti- 
tion of M. Alorenas to the Chamber of Deputies. When the circumstances of this case became 
knmvn, a reprc.sciitation w;is made to the French Government, vhicli, however, was so little at- 
tended to, that, in the interim, the onc-cyed wretch, ]i^ouchur, was once more employed asma'S- 
ter of a vessel fitted oUt on a new adventure to tlie ^uast of Africa ; but of his subsequent fate 
no intelligence has reached us. • To the %)nduct of the Allies in gener^, and the French Go- 
vernment in particular, we would beg to oppose that of the Arab tribes in the neighbourhood 
■of the Persian Gulf, w'ith whom Captain Thomson some time ago concluded a treaty/ in w'hich 
he procured the iiiscrpon of tlic following article, viz. ; ** The carrying olT slaves, men, wo- 
men, or children, from Uic coasts of Africa, or elsewhere, and the transporting thcni in ves- 
sels, w and piracy, and the friendly Arabs shall do nothing of this nature.^* It is 

something remarkable, that the principle proposed by Lord Castlcreagb, in his note to the 
Congress at Aix-la-Chapello, and which all his influence could not pMDCure dial august liody * 
to receive as part of intcrnationaldaw, sl^uld Ijave been first recognised as such by the Bar- 
barian and Nomadic Tribes that inhabit tlie BoiHers of the Persian Gulf ! ! 
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III. 

REPORTS, 

ON THE 

DIFFERENT BRANCHES OF PUBLIC ECONOMY. 


L AGRICULTURAL REPORT 


‘ The winter of 1819 was mild and 
the spring early. In May vegetables 
were farther advanced than in ordi- 
nary seasons, and in every case held 
out the pros*pect of abundance. But 
about the end of the month, the 
weather became less favourable, the 
days being cold and ungenial, .with 
frost in the evenings ; and it con- 
tinued so till about middle of 
July. Some of the'erops, espe^jially 
potatoes and hay, were much injured 
during this 'period, and in many si- 
tuations the orclyirds wholly failed. 
But in the latter part of July, and the 
whol^ of August, the temperature 
was high, often above 70^, which not 
only brought the^corn crops speedily 
to maturity, but seemed to have re- 


paired any damage that had been 
done to them by the previous state 
of the weather. Reaping became 
general in the south ofEng'/ind early 
iri August ; and by the end of Sep- 
tember, the. crops were secured all 
over Britain in the best condition, 
the important labour?; of the season 
j having scarcely evpr been interrupt- 
ed, Winter, however, may be said to 
have commenced by the middle of 
October, before “the potatoes were 
< alf saved/ and prevailed with more 
than its wonted rigour to the end (d* 
the year. 

The following is an Abstract of a * 
Register of the Weather, kept on 
thjg Banks of the Tay, near Perth., 
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Fair 

Days. 

Rainy 

Days. 

Quantity of 
Rain. 

Mean Tem< 

perature. 

• 


13 

18 

3.372 

37.7 


12 

16 

2.191 

36,5 


29 

8 

• .758 

4.2.3 • 

April 

19 

11 

4,.175 

44..4, 

May 

19 

12 

1.238 

4p.9 

J^5^®*********m* 

17 

1 13 

2.617 

54.1 



24, 


1.256 

59.0 

AugAt 

20 

1 11 

1.308 

62.3 

Sept/mber 

.22 

8 

1.52.3 

54.0 

October » 

19 

12. 

3.990 

47.0 

November 

.J8 

12 

1.51 8' 

36.6 

December 

18 

13 

1 

1.654, 

32.5 


224 

14,1 1 

25.600 

46.33 


Comparing this with a similar ab- 
stract in our last volume, it will be 
seen that the mean temperature is 
.64^ lower than that of 181», and that 
the quantity of rain is less by L797 
inches* • 

At the commencement of.the year, 
the average prices of grain in England 
Rrere as follovrs, viz. Wheat, 79s. 3d.; 
Rye, 58s* lid.; Barley, p3s. lOd. ; 
Oaty» 35s. ; Beans, 72s. 4d. ; 
Pease, 70s. 5d. the quarter. In Fe- 
bruary the ports*were shut against 
foreign wheat fin May against rye 
and beans; and in August against 
all ofher kinds of grain; yet prices 
gradually declincd«till the end of 
June, and, after experienoing^son^ 
advance in Wuly and August, sunk 
again in October. For the week 
ending 25th December, Wheat 
wuss 64s. lid. ; Rye, 42s.; Barley, 
36s. 3d. ; Oats, 25s.; Beans, 48s. Id.; 
and Pease 50s. 6d. tlfc quarter. File 
average prices of the yeao weri^ 
Wheat, 73s. ; Rye, 49s. ; Bar- 
ley, 46s. 8d. ; Oats, 29$. 4d, ; Beans, 
S5s. 5d,; Pease, 56s. per quarter, 
and O^jttl^^l 31s. 6d. {ler boll of 
]40Jtf^ qvoii'dupois. The quartern 
loawn London fell from 12^d. to 1 ld«; 
"an^in Edinj^urgh from Hd. to 9d. ; 


tlic most common price in the former 
bemg 12d., and in the la'tter lOd. and 
lid. The average prices of corn in 
Scal;]and, commonly only a few shil- 
lings below those of England, wore 
this year greatly lower. In January 
the difference on wheat was 1 Is. ; on 
4)arley 15s. lOd. ; on oats 5s. 6d. the 
quarter ; and on oatmeal 1 4s. 3d. per 
boll of 1401b, avoirdupois. 

This state of the markets seems to 
have occasioned some surprise a- 
moDgthe* corn merchants, and much 
alarm among the corn growers. By 
\he former it had long been held as 
an established point, that the growth 
of thc^ingdom was not adequate to 
its consumption, even when con- 
*sumption was somewhat diminished 
by high prices; ansi, acting under 
this impression, the occasional shut- 
ting of the ports under the act 1815 
does not appear to have affected 
their habitual spccuktions in foreign 
gjl^iti, which it was never suspected 
we^ could long dispense with. Ac- 
cordingly, when it wijs not allq^ed 
to be impdrted for sale, it was im- 
ported nevertheless and caftiej to 
the warehouse, the holders confi-* 
ddntly anticipating its admissioi) in- 
to^ur market, by the rise of prices, 
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within n few months thereafter. But 
the Jail of prices this year, in the 
absence of any foreign supplies of 
consequence, would lead us to con- 
clude (what subsequent events have 
confirmed,^ that so great had been 
the extension of tillage, and the im- 
provement of the soil during the 
war, as to render the produce of the 
United Kingdom in corn fully equal 
so its wants in favourable seasons. * 
The corn growers, however, would 
not admit that ^he fall of prices was 
owing to the abundance of our own* 
produce. They ascribed it to the 
imports of the two preceding years, 
a ^reat part of which, as they alleged, 
still hung upon the market. But 
though the quantity imported was 
certainly very great, as will be seen 
from the abstract below, yet the 
prices oflSl? and 1818 were so high 
as to prove that our own grcftvth in 
1816 and 1817 had been very de- 
ficient ; and that all, or nearly all, 
the foreign supplies were really want-* 
ed for immediate consumption. That 
any considerable portion of them 
should therefore have been kept back 
at the time is highly improbable ; 
and indeed the advance that took 
place immediately before harvest af-^ 
fords a strong presumption that the 
stores in this country, whetjier of 
native -or foreign growth, bad^Uien 
become much exhausted. ^ ^ 

When we look back to the prices 
of the latter yeats of the latq war, 
during which many of the existing 
contracts between landlord and te- 
nant must have been entered into, 
there can be noRoubt that the prices 
at the end of the present year, wfi^h 
may be stated generally at one-third 
lower, must Lave occasiqncd much 
embarrassment and apprehension. 

^But the complaints of a respectable 
body of our farmers seem to have 
beefi as premature, as the measures 
I hey proposed to be taken for 


relief were lll-judged^and nugatory^ 
So early as January, when prices, as 
we have seen, were comparuively 
high, petitions were presented to 
Parliament for high duties on fbreign 
grain ; and the number contihued to 
increase throughouttheyear,in spite 
of the unfavourable reception the 
first of them met with frqijgjboth sides 
of the house. Though sebt iip fiom 
different parts of the country, jthey 
'were nearly all in the same t^ms, 
having originated with a few acxive^ 
’individuals, calling themselves “ The 
Agricultural Association who re- 
gularly met in London for the pur- 
pose. These petitions complained 
distress, which they ascribed to 
*the admission of foreign grain,' and 
prayed foi^ihe imposition of such du- 
ties as woqjd have been equal to a 
prohibition, not only upon corn, but 
upon all other commodities which 
could be raised from the soil of the 
united kingdom. 

By others, the fall of prices was as- 
cribed te the rise in the value of mo- 
ney, produced bjr Mr Peel^s bill. for 
the restoration oi the currency, which* 
passed in June. It is admitted on 
all hands, that this measure must ne- 
cessarily have lowered prices, and, 
at the samp time, virtually raised 
rents and all other fixed money pay- 
ments ; .but a gtoat difference of o- 
pinion has prevailed as ^ the extent 
of its operation. Its effect has pro- 
bably been greater than was antici- 
pated by its advocates ; for not only 
corn, but other kinds of produce, of 
which the sujmly cannot materially 
v^ry from year to year, and indeed 
dbmmddities generally, seem to have 
gradually fallen in a greater degree 
than the paper price of gold, which 
was tlien not quite 5 per *^ent. above 
the mint price. 

Live stock- of all kinds, iv’iich 
t!iold at high prices in 1818, \lid*not 
rxncricnrr any dcprcsi.^‘on till about 
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Midsummer of 4he present year ; 
but before thelend of it, prices were 
considerably lower, with a tendency 
to sink«still farther. Yet butcher- 
meat was higher in proportion than 
corn, the usual quantity of •stock not 
having been reared in 1 816 and 1817; 
and, perhaps frqm*the scarcity of 
their food in these two years, a 
greater number of cattle and sheep 
wasNthen forced into 'the market. 
The yetail price ranged between 6d. 
and^d. per pound. Wool fell a- 
bout/a third below the price of 18^8, 
but not below the average of a few 
years proceeding. • 


The fall of prices had not yet ope- 
rated materially upon the wages of 
country labour, though, towards the 
end of the year, want of employ- 
ment began to be felt in some places, 
'farmers being no longer able to con- 
duct their works of improvement 
with the same spirit as formerly. 

* The state of the corn tr.ade of 
Britain, for the three years ending 
with 1819, is exhibited in the fol- 
Idwing Abstract, which is taken from 
official doclimefits ; 


Imported from | • Exported to 


Ireland. 

All other parts. 

Hgi 

Ireland. 

All other parts. 

Total. 

Years. 

Quarters. 


Quarters. I 

m 

Quarters. 

Quarters. 

Quarters. 

1817 

1818^ 

1819 

703,859 
1,‘J 1,5,791 
972,441 

1,797,181 

.3,522,729 

1,7(32,930 

2,501,040 
4,738, 52(M 
2,675,371 

146,553 

26.388 

15,596 

372,841 

91,145 

89,63? 

519,394 

117,533^ 

105,239 

2, 892,09 r 

7,022,840 

9.914.93l|| 

188,537 

553,619 1 

742,156 


Thus, tlic excess of the imports 
into •Britain in these three years, 
was 9,172,775 quarters, or at the 
rate of 3,057,591J quarters yearly. 
But, independdht of the trade with 
Ireland, which cannot be viewed in 
any o*ther light than tlie trade be- 
tween England and 4Bcotland, qjr be- 
tween the several districts 4if either^ 
the total excess was 6,469,221 quar- 


ters, and the yearly excess 2,156,407 
qftapters. It must be attended to, 
however, that nearly all the wheat 
imported in 1819, and a great part 
pf the other kinds of grain, did not 
come into the market, the ports ha- 
ving byen abut at different periods 
against ihc importation of foreign 
graiitf except for the warehouse. 


II. COMMERCIAL REEOllT. 

m 

* • • 

Althougl^eneral complaints of sure in recording th® progressive* 
.he lowimss^f wages, and bankrupt- revivtil of British trade sfn^oiiimercc 
;ies,^i€resuU chiefly of excessive during the whole of this year. Dis-» 
idv^ture anil speculation, were contents and dii^turbances of rather 
10 means unfroquent, wc have plca-^ m alarming character prevailed, it 
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is true, in many of the manufactur- in 1818, it increased to 47,232: the 


ing districts, such as at Manchester, 
Leeds, Huddersfield, Glasgow*, Paisr 
ley, and Greenock; but these, we 
have reason to believe, were crewed 
more by the arts and designs 
few desperate demagogues, than 
the pressure of the limes, or the; 
want orf employment. Wages, it is* 
admitted, were still low, but the in- 
dustrious and peaceabfe had wofk 
in abundance, and there was every 
appearance of a gradual increase in 
the demand for our manufactured 
goods, which would have been me- 
cessprily followed by a corresponding 
amelioration of the condition both 
of the manufacturer and the opera- 
tive. That; for several 3 ^ears prior 
to this, the labouring classes had 
been subjected to the severest prrva- 
tions and distr’ess, is matter of the 
utmost notoriety. But a readtion 
had apparently commenced. The 
continental nations, tlie purchasers 
pf our surplus manufactures, were 
slowly but effectually recovering 
from the hardships entailed by a 
ruinous and long* protracted war : 
and as their condition was bettered, 
the demand for the produce of Bri- 
tish industry began to increase. 
Our cottons and our hardware, al-< 
ways in request, began once more 
to bring re*riuneraling *^ricps. In 
Manchester, Leeds, and Glasgow the 
good effects of this change soort be-< 
gan to be apparent. Workmen were 
in full employ, and Wages were some* 
what improved, with the agreeable 
prospect of their making still farther 
advances. This was particularly 
the case in Glasgow. In 1816, the 
total number of cotton paclcages 
imported into that place was so low 
as 41,918; in*1817, the number had 
augK)ei:^ed*to*50,170; and in 1619, 
jt amounted to no less than 62,145. 
By. the impulse given to manufaje- 

« Ag industry, tJie consumption in 
7 amounted to 46,507 packages: 


returns for 1819 have not yet reached 
us ; but, from many circumstances, 
we have reason to believe tdat the 
increase in that year, as compared 
with’^the* preceding, has been still 
gr^qatcr than that^Af . 1818,*'as con- 
trasted with 181^*! The joint im- 
ports from the East Iftdies for 1817 
and 18 18 amounted to 9504package«. 

By a published, statemen^bow 
before us, it 'would appeal^ that 
trade, at the Port of Leith, has 'like- 
wise made considerable advalice& 
The increase of foreign trade at that 
port in ^1818, as compared with 
1817, was one hundred and fifty- 
seven vessels inwards, and eighty- 
four outwards,.; that of the coasting 
trade, two hundred and thirty-nine 
vessels inwards, and two hundred 
and seventr-six outwards. 

From the southern parts of Eng- 
land the accounts are et^ually fa- 
vourable. Two years ago the iron- 
works were at a complete stand, and 
those employed in them reduced 
the greatest distress; wherpas at pre- 
sent they are hardly able to execute 
the numerous orders they have receiv- 
ed. The* price of the manufactured 
commodity still coqtinucs low, as 
was indeed to be expected ; bbt if 
the workmen^ have not high, or .even 
comfortable wages, the}'' have em- 
ployntent and bread, with the pro- 
sfJect of •’a speedy addition to their 
comforts and enjoyirftjnts. 

During the first five or six months 
of the year, sugars, coffee, and o- 
ther colonial produce, except cot- 
ton, continued ratiter heavy, and de- 
clined ^considerably in price. A- 
bSut the middle of June, sugars sud- 
denly rose in price, but towards the 
end of the month fell again to the 
former rate. A goverltKient con- 
tract in th8 same month for" *€“0.000 
gallons of rum, caused| a consirer- 
a1)le advancement in tlie pric^of 
Tfha,^ commodity;' which, howefer, 
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ivas reduced by the subsequent ar- 
rival of very extensive consignments. 
Towarpls ther close of this month the 
demand ^for codee was very animat- 
tt^ed, and the prices for some time iiu- 
proved considerably : t)ie upMBfket 
had been prcviqt^v in a very fluc- 
tuating and state. Soon" 

after, the price declined to the form- 
in August, both at London 
and V^e oUtports, the demand fbr 
cottoiv was brisk ^nd extdhsive. 
Very /considerable sales, for home 
consumption, lyere effected both?it 
.Glasgow and Liverpool. The a- 
raount of cotton imported* from the 
beginning of the year till September, 
has been, , Bengal 58, 479 bales, 
Surat. 27,519 ; Madras, 4599; Bour- 
bon, 515; Brazil, 9028; American, 
2599; West India islands, 3775 ; and 
Smyrna, 298. The accounts from 
the East Indies state British goods 
to be in considerable (lemand in Ben- 
.gal.' 

In (he course of the two last months 
of the year, a consrderablc rise took 
place in tlj^ prices of sugars, caused, 
no douijj, in part, if not altogether, 
by rdeent intelligence of a destruc- 
tive hurricane in, the West Indies. 
The demand f6f cotton, previously 
on the rise; continued to augment 
in copsequence of the news of the 
failure of the cotton crop in the 
East Indies. The Result has«be,en 
that prices have risen cons’Iderabl^^. 
The price of rum continued unalter- 
ed. 

The check given to the issues of 
paper by the resolutions adopted by 
the House of Lorfls on the 21 st ^f 
May, and which suhsequcntlj^ led to 
the enactment of what has been calF- 
ed Mr Peel’s bill, gave rise to much 
needless and ignorant clamour ; for 
. although measure could not* fail 
to hay**lf powerful effect ufon prices, 
to gffire a sevibre blow^to speculation, 
anc|^o advantage greatly the public 
* cre|[ifor, it Ivas forced upon Parlia- 


ment by the necessity of the case, 
no less than by every principle of e- 
conomical science. Had the system 
of 1797 b.een much longbr adhered 
to, there can be no doubt that every 
thing like a measure of value would 
hive gradually vanished. The de- 
preciation of paper would have pro- 
gressively increased ; prices "would 
have continued to ri^c ; one class of 
thp community would have been en- 
riched, and all others ruined ; con- 
tracts would have been only so many 
pieces of waste paper ; gold and sil- 
ver would have completely disappear- 
ed from circulation ; and the Bank of 
England would have in a little time 
absorbed into itself the whole wealth 
and property of the kingdom. This 
state of things was not to be endured ; 
and a return to the old standard had 
therefore become indispensable. But 
the Inalig'nant effects ascribed to this 
measure could not, even if real, be 
sensibly felt during the year the his- 
tory of which vve have to record. In 
December 1818^ the bank issues, 
which a year before had amounted 
to' L. 29,210,035, were reduced to 
L.26,487,859 ; which is somewhat 
more than the quantity of paper in 
circulation in June 1816; and the 
♦resolutions of the Lords expressly 
provided, that the operations of the 
bank, 4n calling in a portion of their 
pape**^ currency, should be gradual, 
oaot Violent. The effect of these ope- 
rations, therefore, qpuld not be very 
sensibly felt at the period of which 
we write, except by speculators, and 
persons without capital, to whose 
projects, we grant, Ahe measure ne- 
cessarily proved fatal. All this is pro- 
ved by the state of our exports and 
imports for the year 1819. 

The following accoifnt of the total 
real, or declared value of ilioq)ro- 
duce and manufactures of the uniteck 
kingdom, expojrted from Great Bri- 
tain, during each of the three ;?ears 
ending on the 5th of January 1^19, 
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will give our readers a better idea possibly be accomplished by obser- 
of the 'gradual improvement of our vations of a general character : 
commerce and industry than could 


1817. I 16181 I 1819. 

L.43, 955,25^1. \ ^ L. 46,^^6,253^4 | L.48,903,760, 

Total and Official Value oPForeigAfind Commercial M<g^b%|aadise exported 
, from Great Britaiiii^ib all parts of the!*i#brfdi' > . / 


lai?* I 1819. 

L.1 1,534,61?. I ' L., 12,387,274. . 

Value of all Articles imported into Great dritain 
during each of the three yearsending on the 5th of January 1819, Vs cal- 
culated at the official rates of valuation. 


1817. 

L. 14,545,256. 

An Account of the Total 


Foreign and Colonial Her. 
ch.indisc, 

Produce of Ireland and the 
Isle of Man, 

Total value of imports, 


1817. 

L. 26,406,634 
L. 3,698,931 

L. 30,105,565 


1818. 

lIsD, 962,913 
4,002,318 

L.33, 965,231 


1819.- 
L.34SS0,983 
L. 4,276,654 

L. 40,157,657 


Hence it appears that the produce consumption appear to have recei- 
and manufactures of the United King- ved ncaHy a commensurate in- 
dora, e;cported during the year 'Ond- crease. There tan be little doubt, 
ing on the 5th of January 1819, ex- we think, that pur capital, science, 
ceeded the manufactures exported machinery, and enterprise will render 
during .the year endipg on the same this prosperous commencement pro- 
day of January 1818, by no less a sum gressivc; and that the demand fo- 
than L. 5,277,507 ; and that the im- the products of British labour will 
ports of the former exceed those of augment in proportion as th^nations 
the latter by L.6, 192,406. If this be of the Continent recover from' the 
lyot symptomatic of improvement in miseries and suffer^igs to which they 
our commerce and national industry, were so long subject, ed, and as they 
we know not what is. The powers advance in wealth and knowledge, 
of production and the powers of 


We ‘subjoin a Table, shewing the PrigBS^bf Bullioh per ounce during 
• tlie'yeai; 1849., * 


Mo'nths. 

Portugal Gold 

in Coin. 

Foreign Gold 
' in Bars. 

New Dou- 
bloons, 

New Dol- 
lars, 

Silver in Bars, 
Standard. 

January, 

L.4 3 0 

’ L.4 3 0 

L,4 r 6 

L.0 5 JJ 

L.0 S S' 

February, 


4 3 0 


0 5, 9 

0 5 7 

March, 

4 1 0 

• 4 1 6 

*4 2 0 

0 5 6 

0 5 6 

April, 

— — 


a 1. 

0 5 6 

0 5 6 

May, 

4 0 6 





June, 


3 1.9 6 

• 

Q 5 0 

V *> o 

0 5 2i 

July, 

‘*3 18 0 

3 18 0 

S 16 C 

0 5 0 

0 5 2 

August* 

3 18 0 

' 3 18 0 

1 ■ - 

,050 

5 2 

Septcntbcr, 

3 17 loL 


3 M G 

’ 0 5 0 

0 

October, 

3 J7 lO'l 

3 17 10' 

3 13 6 

0 5 0 

iO 5 

No^rmber, 

3 18 *0“ 

3 18 "o' 

• 3 15 6 

• 

‘0 5 2 

jpcccmbcr, 

5 17 lo; 


3 16 0 

0 5 0 

<0 1 •Iv 
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MEDICAL REPORT. 

Under this head we mean to con- elusion in some cases, air, exercise^ 
fine ourselves to a simple detail of a and society in others, with mild and 
few of the* moxenrolnioent factSr I'e** .rbUfttane treatment in all, afford the 
latiye to public furnished by ohily^rospect of eradicating this, the 

the different medical reporters for gi^atest, evil with which human na* 
ij[;&year, Tyithout indulging in any ^ure is afflicted. Every separate case 
speculative remark^ on a subject should in fact be made a separate 
which professional ihen are alone stuTly, and the regimen judiciously • 
competent, to handle in a proper and carefully adapted to the condi- 
manner. . * tion, habits, and previous life of each 


A Committee of the House of 

* Commons were lately engaged in an 
investigation of the causes and cure 
of insanity, a malady which has, for 
some time past, been oi) the incseasc 
in this country; but nb satisfactory 
information, we regret to say, was 
elicited by a long and arduous in- 
quiry. Of the practitioners and o- 
ther persons coaneetpd with the ac- 

•ceptaclcs for persons labouring un- 
der mental infirmity, scarcely two 
Micro agreed, either in their inode. of 
accounting for the disease, or in the 
treatraciyi proper to be prescribed; 
one Recommending purgatives, ano- 
ther vomiting, a tlprd tonics, a fourth 
phlebotomy, ai]|^ a fifth mercurials 
and alteratives. With one class, the 
cold, ,ian’d with another, the hot bath 
was the favourite remedy : and while 
a few derided all medTcal intcrfeaencc 
in cases of mental sickness, f9y farthta 
greater number held, that, in propi- 
tious circumstances, no disease what- 
ever can resist the powers of medi- 
cine, properly applied. Amidst such 
a number of coji^lcting statements 

* and opinions, it was hardly to be ex- 
pected that the Committee couW 
arrive at any definite or very impor- 
tant conclusions. It would seem, 
however, fiOni the documents, pub- 
Jislied ilefative to the coutse qf regi- 
med*pursueAat the Retreat at York, 
an(| other places conducted upon tin; 
saAc cnligh!»cnr(l principles, lha^£c- 


ladividual patient. Experience has 
happily proved, that there are com- 
paratively few cases so settled and 
malignant *ln their character as not 
in time to yield to the constant and 
unwearied observance of this, the 
lOnly* system, which reason, religion 
and humanity alike unite to recom- 
mend. 

'‘In the course of the month of 
Marcli, ^scarlatina, in every varfety 
of form, and in every degree of viru- 
lence, was epidemically prevalent in 
London and its vicinity. It would 
also appear, by the Report of the 
Dispensary of the New Town of E-' 
dinburgh, for the quarter ending on 
the 1st of this month, that fevers 
|vere as prevalent as in the quarter 
ending on the 1st of December pre- 
ceding ^ while the wliole number of 
cases had been increased by 374*. 
yiie proportion of fevers to other 
complaints had therefore diminish- ' 
ed.. On the 1st of Bccembcr it was 
as i to 9; on the 1st of March it 
Was as 1 to 10.9. The greatest ex- 
. ertions have been made by the Ma- 
'nagers of the Ro)^ Infirmzvy of 
Edinburgh, to accoi^odate all the 
fever patients who applicdtherc, and 
we understand that tbe number of 
such patients who applied therb and 
at Qiiccnsberry House avcr^gCS a- 
bove 160 in the month, for severaf 
months prior to March. Contagion 
has been' stated to be the exciting 
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cause of by far tbe greater number of 
the cases of fever existing in Edin- 
burgh. For the unusual preytien<^4Sif 
scarlatina in London^ and Its 
diate neighbourhood, we tifive^beatd 
no specific cause assigned. In adopt- 
ing both remedial and prophylactic 
measures, the practitioner must^ 
ways look for much assistance frooQ ^ 
the beneficent provisions of nature ; 
^but as to the general efficacy of those 
measures, when early resorted to, 
the experience even of a single Dis- 
pensary seems *to furnish conclusive 
evidence. The misfortune often is, 
that many cases become utterly hope- 
less before medical advice or assis- 
tance is sought for ; and hence the 
remedies that might be expedient, 
or absolutely save life, at the com- 
mencement of the disease, cease to bo* 
available in its more advanced stages, 
or, if resorted to, might be attendijd 
by |be most fatal consequences. 

Smallpox has been more preva- 
lent in Edinburgh than usual, and 
six of 4:be cases arc marked as variola 
post vacciniara. A few cases of a 
similar description occurred in the 
western district of the city of Lon- 


don Dispensary. Brt these instances 
were extremely mild in their cha- 
racter; none of the patienS, whose 
^constitutions hail been previously 
fortified by vaccination, died ; andT 
only in a few indiidduals^ with whom 
this was not i]fe epue, has the con- 
tagion of smalLpox produced symp- 
; toms answering to the descriptions 
. 'of chicken-pox^ as given, by Dr He- 
berden, and bjr^Dr Thomson in his 

K on tbe Varioloid Disease. 

Ics, however, have been exten- 
sively prevalent among the poorer 
classes but the mortality has chief- ^ 
ly been among children of feeble 
constitutions, and among those who 
had previously suffered from hoop- 
ing-(^ugh, or long continu^jd ca- 
tarrhs. 

Many cases of death by poison 
having occurred in the course of the 
year, we think we cannot do better 
thSn exhibit, in a tabular form, for 
speedy reference, when individuals 
qualified to administer antidotes can 
not be suddenly called in, the sub- 
stance of M. Orfila’s valuable and in- 
genious work on poisons./ “ . 


Subtianees, 


Concentrated acids ; 
the vitriolic, nitric, oxa- 
lic, &c. 


Alkalies ; soda, ain> 
moiiia, lime. 


Spnptoms, 


J^urrung pain, vomiting. | A glassful to be taken every two 
Matter tlirown up cifervea-^ nSinutes, as to excite voiniling. 


' Corri-ctives. 

Calcined magnesia ; one ounce 
to a pint of warm or, cold water. 
A glassful to be taken every two 


ces with chalk, or salt of 
lime, or magnesia^ ^ 


I Soap, or chalk and water ; muci- 
laginous drinks after w'ards, such as 
» linseed tea, or gum arabic and w'a- 
Lter. 


jUJCC : 

s of wtter 


’ * U ' • White of eggs : tw'elvc or fif- 

Mercurial prepara- Sense constriction in I teen eggs beat up and mixed with a 
tions ; corrosive subli- the throat : matter vomited^ quart of cold water. A glassful 
mate, &c. * sometimes mixed with blood, j every iliree minuttis. Milk, gum 

L water, linseed tea. . 
r ... * ^ 

, L Extreme irritation, paii^ Warm water wiUi sugar, K*. largC 

. Arsenical prepara- ) sickness, and , speedy death, quantities to cxciiq vomiting. jLiinc 
tionsg white arsenic, &c, 3 if the poison be luft soon f water, soap and water, peailkash 
L counteracted. . ^and water, mucilaginous driiiLs. 
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Subttances. ^ 

Frepdfations •df cop- ( 
per, bras^ &c. verdigris, ^ 
halfpence, pins, &c. *' 

• ^ ,• 

. Prepwtibns of M#* * 

mony : 


Symptomt, 

Symptoms nearly t] 
as from mercury, . 


Corr§ciwes^ \ 4 
« 1 

i , "White of eggs : (See unief mer- 
mucilaginous drinks. 


. Kitre. 


r* Y' . - ^ S C" water, or suear and water • 

t a grain of opium, or 

drops of laudanum every 
C%bovo stated. I quarter of an hour, for two or 

. i i- three times. • 


Phosphorus. 

Lead ; sugar of lead, 
Goulard's extract, &c. 


i Vi Miree times. • 

I il?« f?^^!**"** 5 ^ith the e«- 

{times of hlopOt fte. ^ {ception of lime water and alkalies. 

I* Like mineral adds. . | Same treatment, 
f Great pain in the stomach 

< M'ith constrictiJh of fthe C Large doses of Glauber's, or Ep- 
C throat, &c. « ^ salts, in warm water. 

r . grains of tartar cme” 

I tic in a glass of water ; if this does 


Opium, henbane, hera-'J Stupor, desire to vomit, succeed, four grains of blue 
lock, nux vomica, dead-/ heaviness in the head, dilat- vitriol, ns an emetic. No large 
1y nigiitshadc berries, f cdUpupil of the eye, delirium, of water. After the poi- 

mushrooms, Sec, \ and speedy deadi. **^*^*' ejected, give vinegar, 

lemon juice, or cream of tartar. 
[^Strong coflee also is useful. 


In and about London, affections 
of the parotid and* submaxillary 
glands constituted one of the epi- 
demics of June. In a few cases these 
proceeded to suppuration; but for 
thi^jiiost pifrt the swellings subsided 
after days* continuance, and 

were succeeded by no unpleasant 
consequences, li the Report of 
Diseases treated^at the^ Dispensary 
of the New Town of Edinburgh, il 
appeurt;, that during the quarter 
which ended at the aomm^lfbceqient 
of June, cases of fever had«been as^ 
numerous as in the preceding, al- 
though the epidemic was visibly on 
the decline. Of the 203 cases enu- 
merated, less than a fourth had oc- 
curred in the previ^s month of May. 
instances of epid^'c catarrh or in* 
fluenza also made their appeafance,* 
but not to any extent ; it had thu 
Iprdinary symptoms of pyrexia, and 
/ in some cases was with difficulty dis- 
• finguishe^. frrfn continued feveV.^ In 
general, however, the tonguerwas^less 
furreo., the seiisorial functions less • 
tjistu^bedj anc^hut little pain felt in 


the back- This distemper is con-, 
tagious, as appears from many mem- 
bers of the same family being a^ict- 
ed with it. Considerable debility 
and mental depression accompanied 
this disease, and rendered conyales- 
cence frequently very slow ; hence it 
is easily distinguishable froyi common 
catarrh ’or ephemera. 

I The two Ibllowing months' were 
not, as far as we have learned, i»e- 
niarkabljs for the prevalence of any 
particular malady ; but towards the 
middle of September, affections of 
the stomach and bowels became com- 
mon. Several obstina^ cases of con- 
vulsive ast^a also occurred, but 
were speed^ subdued by half-grain 
^ses of the extract of stramonium, 
l^peated every four hSurs, as recom- 
mei 3 ^cd by Dr Kirby in his ‘‘ Cases 
in Surgery.” The following month 
ushered in numerous instances of ca- 
tarrhal, rheumatic, and inflamma^jp-y 
disorders, as well as affections m the 
bowels ; which probably proceeded 
froth the violent Alternations, of tem- 
perature which took place about this 
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periojj, the thermometer (Fahren- 
heit’s) having, in the course of a lew 
days, ranged from 74?° to 29^^. *the 
vicissitudes of the previous 
were hardly less remarkable, t;l|e ex* 
tremes being 76.5® and 4:2.5®. But 
these distempers having generally 
proved spasmodic, unmixed with any 
inflammatory or congestive tenden- 
cies, speedily yielded to- anodyne 
medicines. It is a re markable.^ Cir- 
cumstance, that in December the ex- 
cess of the maximum above the rai- 


RELIGIOUS 11 

As a proof of tim prodigious im- 
pulse given to human opinion, on 
matters of religion, by the I^ritish 
and Foreign Jliblc Society alone, it 
is only necessary to mention, that 
since its establishment in 1801*, it 
has issued, or caused to be issued, 
9,437,088 Bibles and Testaments, in 
'one hundred and txvcnti/^six different 
languages and dialects ; and as a 
farther proof, tliat tlie means of this 
powerful institution are neither im- 
paired, nor its zeal and industry 1 . 3 - 
Taxed, we find, upon turning to the 
accounts and documents, published 
in the Appendix to the Report for 
the year, that tliC nett recdpts,a-i 
mounted to ^L. 94,306 : 17 : 10, 
which, added to former balances, 
placed at the disposal q£ the society, 
the enormous sum of L* 125,335, 
13s. 4? d. ; and that, in the course ^f- 
1819, the issues of Bibles and Tesra- 
incnts exceeded those of the [wece- * 
ding year by 65,930 : the gross num- 
ber having been 260,031 copies, 
^hes^ arc facts of gigantic dirneii- 
bions, and rorjuire no comment.' 

The proceedings of this soejety, 
llroughout the vast extent of its* 


nimum temperature was nearly as 
great as in some of th 3 preceding 
months, a difference of 38^ having 
beep experienced in the course of a 
few days. In our climate, where su/^i 
violent alternations of heat and cold 
,are cOmparatively^re, tbi»^ remark- 
able vicissitu^Sea poatd bardly fail of 

e^es, an§ tf proving very injLufious 
to deRcate health and feeble consti- 
tutions. 


^TELLIGENCE. 

range and influence, have this year 
been cb,iractcrised by great vigour 
and activity, and, in many instances, 
been attended with very consider- 
able success. New societies have 
been establisliecl; former institutions, 
whose means wfere limited, have been 
liberally subsidised, and stimulated 
to renewed and increasing ‘Exer- 
tions ; the distribution ux the Scrip- 
tures has beeh^^ greatly extended, 
both at home and abroad ; men of 
talents, learning and industry have 
been sought for, and liberally remu- 
nerated, for superintending or under- 
taking The tr^slation of the Scrip- 
tures Into remote, barbarous, and 
comparatively unknown dialects : 
the translations of the Scriptures into 
the languages, and dialects of India, 
China, and the Indian Archipelago, 
arc, by the exetf of the Missio- 
naries at Serainporc, and other per- 
sonsj cither directly retained by the 
■society^ or occasionally supported 
by it, in a state of great forward • 
ness ; and, in a wordt no pains seem 
to have been spared to promote the* 
great object for whjjch the society 
was Instituted, — the* indiscriminate 
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disscminadon of-the Holy Scriptures 
among ay classes, orders, and na- 
tions (/f *ncn on the earth ! 

The most reiharkuble feature in 
%hc religious intelligence of this 
year is the oi;||atiization of a Bible 
Society at Pa^ ot^er the imme- 
diate patrbnageof the French' Go- 
yorntnent !. The Manfcuts de.Jau-. 
court, a peer of, Fran w* and ]^this'>i: 
ter of State, is p^esii^ent^ The^'Bri- 
tish Society, together with a dopa- 
tlon of L. 500, have placed at t^c 
disposal of this infant institution 500 
Cicrmaii Bibles, and 300 Testaments ; 
and 1000 French Bibles, and as many 
Testaments, of Ostcrvald’s version 
from Basle ; together with 1000 Tes- 
taments of the same version, from 
tlie stereotype plates at Paris, to 
enable it to commence immediate 
operations. The exarapifi of Paris 
has been followed by Bourdeaux, 
Monlauban, and Nismes. . In its 
“second year the Bible Society of 
Strasburgh distributed 689 Bibles, 
iTind J 1 19 Testaments. Various edi- 
'of tfte Jgrotestant Scriptures 
are at Paris, ^loniauban, 

and Toulouse ; and of the ^Catholic 
New Testament of De Sacy, stereo- 
typed at Paris, niany thousand copies 
have been distributed among , the 
Caihctlics in different parts of 
France. The United NwJieriands 
Bible Society has announc^^d a dis- 
tribution of the Scriptures ^nearly 
double of that of the preceding year. 
Ill Switzerland the Bible Societies 
arc also in full operation ; that of 
Basle, in parHQij^, has seven presses 
.constantly at woSl^in printing thrtfle 
separate editions ol the 'Bibh?. Ai. 
Neufchatel and Lausanne, they are 
occupied in printing the quarto edi- 
tion of Ostcj-vald’s French Bible; 
’and it is ca^€ulaled that from Con- 
stance alone '30,000 Catholic lesta- 
ments have been issued, i lie Biblu 
.i^ocicties of,(»crmany and Prussia 


have also increase^ both in number 
and' efficiency; and in HaoQver, 
under the patronage of the Duke of 
Cambridge, no less than 12,000 
copies of the Scriptures have been 
distributed among the people. With- 
in a period of nine months the Bible 
Society of Fraiikfort on the , Maine 
distributed 4916 Bibles, and 2161 
Protestant, and 1260 Catholic Tes- 
taments. An edition of the Bible, 
amounting to 10,000 copies, is nearly 
ready for distribution in the king- 
jjom of Wirteniberg ; and in Saxony 
the same number have been recently 
completed. At the suggestion of 
Dr Pinkerton a new edition of the 
Lithuanian and Polish Bible is about 
to be undertaken by the Kdnigsberg 
Bible Society. In Denmark the 
same zeal is displayed, and great pro- 
gress has Jjeen made ; 5266 Danish 
Bibles and Testaments having been 
issued. His Danish Majesty has given 
4000 rixdollars in aid of the socie- 
ty’s i’uiuls. The SJeswick Holstein 
Bible Society already enumerates 
lOiS Auxiliary Societies and Associa- 
tions, atid has distributed 12,000 co- 
pies of the Scriptures. The Cdni- 
miticc of the British Society pre- 
sented this thriving institution with 
the stereotype plates for Luther’s 
German Bible, in consequence of 
which 'an edition of 10,000 copies 
has been commenced. In Sweden 
the number of* copies of the Scrip- 
tures, distributed iiilhe course of the 
year, has. equalled that of the two 
preceding years united; and the Na- 
tiontl Society has found a zealous 
patron in BernadoMe. An edition 
, of 10,000 copies of a quarto Bible is 
alj^ut to be commenced. But ft is 
in* Russia that the operations of these 
societies have been most brisk and a- 
nimated. Trau.slations are 
ken with promptitude, and support-** 
ed* with libcrably. In Petersburgh 
alone editions are preparing in efeven 
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languages ; and« during last ^ear 
72,000 copies were printed in ei^i 
different languages. The totals either ' 
printed, or printing by the UU||siao 
Bible Society amounts 
editions^ comprising 270,600 iiopitfi^h . 
twenty-one languages f. , ' 

Such is a rapid%utline, of tbe^ 
progress of Bible Associations Jh 
Europe. In the East, the co-opera- 
tion and benevolent intentions of Che 
Parent Institution liave also been 
pretty warmly seconded and ac- 
knowledged. The Calcutta Auxili- 
ary Society lias completed two edi- 
tions of the entire Bible, two edi- 
tions of the New Testament, and a 
small edition of St Matthew^ Gos- 
pel, in four Asiatic languages, the 
Armenian, the i\Ialay, the Hindpsta- 
nee, and the Bengalee. A revised 
edition of the Malay BUile, it? the 
Arabic character, had been commen- 
ced, and measures taken for printing 
a version of the New Testament? by 
the Rev. Mr Prifehett in the Telinga 
or Teloogoo language' A new socie- 
ty, designated, “ The Sumatran Bible 
Society,*' of which Sir Thomas Stam- 
ford Raffles, Governor of Suma- 
tra, is president, has been formed in 
that island ; and liberal subscription^' 
have been already obtained for its 
support. China presents littje more 
than the pleasures of hope/' The 
Scriptures, translated into Chinese, ’ 
both at Serampore and Canton, havi^ 
been as extensively disseminated, as 
the nature of circumstances, and the 
most watchful and jealoui^ because > 
the most feeble despotism uponiarth. 
would permit. Still, even from Mf 
Milne's account, the benefits to^e , 
derived from the^zea) of the Mission- 
aries, and the exertions of the lio- 
ciety, are merely prospective and 
conun'gent. 

^ Prom New Sou.th Wales, from A- 
fric ^7 and from America account^ of 


affiliated and kindred institutions have 
been received, but they present little 
tb%t is either interesting Ir 'useful. 
Id America, there is certainly great ^ 
scope for the exertions of the so’^^’ 
eie|v’s bencvolenc^ The American 
fiibfe Society eppepiohe sensible of 
Ijhe force of thU truth ; for they seem 
atl^lo hay|u h^un to bestir tbemr 
4ehi|is. Ko^less'thanten prases w6re 
at work for the p urposesof the society 
when the last report was drawn up. 
This affords us much pleasure ; for we 
had believed that America was tlic 
countrj of the whole world where re* 
ligion was least regarded ; nor arc we 
yet satisfied that our opinion was al- 
together unfounded. 

The Bible’ Societies in the West 
Indies appear to be in a very quies- 
cent slate. This was to bo expect- 
ed. It is" impossible that the plant- 
ers can ever cordially co-operatc in 
introducing Ciiristianily among the 
black population. Negro slavery 
would be in peril ; and who would 
be so insane ass to compare the com- 
forts and consolatioD^f Cnristraq.^’/, 
dispensed to a poor Afs\v.a'n, with 
the indispensable luxuries of wgar 
and rum? Aprioh^wc should have 
said, that Christiafrity and slavery 
were incompatible ; but the example 
of America has cast a doubt on the 
trutlj of^Cmis, aa^of many other judg- 
ments and opinions wnich men had 
formerly held, A cynic, however, 
'mig^ alfbge in defence of our axiom, 
that the Christianity, like a good 
deal of the pretended liberty of A- 
nicrica, is only nori»i^.al. . No man 
•din he a Christian who buys and sells 
/ uman flesh J 

, The following works have been 
wholly or nearly completed during 
the past year, viz. 

1. The«lrish New liStament in 
the vernacular character, SOO.) 
copies, upon stereotype. 
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2. The^ ManJcs Bible, containing 
the 01dyan4 New Testament in one 
volumef 5000 copies. 

3. The German Pocket Testa- 
**inent, 10,000 copies. 

4. T4ie Pirtuguese Testament, 
for the use ofwatbblics, from the 
version of Antonto Pereira, (printed 
at Lisbon,) 5CHX) cofiies. 

5. The Portuguese Testamenli. 

from the version oftfoam Pereira de 
Almeida, (printed at Batavia,) 5000 
copies. t 

6. The Arabic Psalter, from the 
version printed at Mount Lebanon, 
3000 copies. 

7. The Hindostance New Testa- 
ment, by Martyn, 5000 copies. 

8. *The Malay New* Testament in 
the Roman character, 10,000 copies. 

9- The ancient and modern Greek 


On Thursday the 20th of May 
the General Assembly of the Scottish 
Church was cmened by the Rt. Hon. 
Ijie Earl of Morton, bis Majesty’s 
High Commissioner; and on that 
and the following day the Assembly 
were occupied with the usual routine 
business. In truth, if we except 
Mr Auderson’s case, which was that 
of a minister acting as factor or com- 
missioner for the Duke of Gordon, 
^the proceedings of this reverend 
body were, upon the present occa- 
sion, nearly destitute of any general 
interest. Mr Anderson’s case was 
argued chiefly on points of form ; 
the Presbytery having taken up his 
case in his absence, without citation, 
and the Synod having made a new 


Testament, in parallel* columns, 
8000 copies. 

10. The completion of the Syriac 
Gospels and Acts of the Apostles 
printed under the. inspection of Dr 
^juchanan. 

Turkish New Testament 
at copies : Besides va- 

rious editions of the English Scrip- 
tures, from the ^authorised presses. 

In addition English Bibles and 
Testaments, the principal works now 
in course of preparation are, 

1. The P ortug uese JWWe- from 
the version ^TTfoam Fereijra de Al- 
meida, 5000 copies. 

2. The Malay Bible, in Roman 
character, 5000 copies. 

3. The Malay Bible in the Arabic 
character, 4iQ(^copies ; and 500(> 

.extra TestamemS^for the Nethdlr-^ 
lands Bible Society. • • 

.4. A new. Translationof the Tes- 
tament into Modern Greek, by an 
Archimandrite of Constantinople. 

’ 5. The /Syriac Old Testament, 

4000 copies quarto, to accompany 
the New Testament, already printedL 

VOL. Xlf, PART 11. 


casq of it altogether. The Assembly 
were obviously much perplexed be- 
tween what they felt to be due to 
the clerical character, and to those 
secular interests to which the clergy 
are as alive as the laity. All agreed 
in disapproving of a clergyman’s eu- 
gagingin such occupations as inter- 
fere with the proper discharge of his 
jpastoral functions ; but the difficulty 
lof drawing the line between those 
occupations which are harmless and 
those which assume a different cha- 
racter seemed equally impressed on 
the venerable Court. ^ 

• On Tuesday the 2jith, a petition 
was read from Dr M Small, minister 
of Stirling, Appellant, against a sen- 
tence of the Synod of Perth and 
Stirling, of date the 20th of March 
l^receding, allowingJ)r Knox to ten- 
a dissent and complaint against 
that . part of the conduct of the Pres- 
bytery at their last i^eetin^, when 
Dr Knox was present, m which they 
received and sustained a piMmta- 
tion and other papers, in favour o(^ 
Mt Andrew BuJlock to be minister 
of Alva, in respect there was no itian- 
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date from the presentee produced, 
authorising any persons to lay these 
papers before the Presby tery%. After 
hearing parties, and a short debate^ 
it was finally agreed, without a vote, 
to sustain the appeal and reverse the 
sentence of the Synod. , 

On Wednesday the Assembly took 
into consideration a petition from 
Dr A. Small and Mr J. Dempster, 
members of the Presbytery of Stir-» 
ling, dissenters and complainers a- 
gainsf a sentence of the Presbytery, 
of date the 27th of April last, re-, 
specting the election of elders in 
the town and parish of Stirling. An- 
other petition was also given in by 
three inhabitants of Stirling against 
the same sentence. Parties and their 
counsel being fully heard, and remo- 
ved, a long (lebate took place, in the 
course of which Dr Inglis moved, 
To dismiss the complaint and ap- 
peal, and approve of the conduct of 
the Presbytery, but at the same time 
supersede the interlocutory mjudg- 
ment of the Presbytery .appealed 
from, in order to the Assembly 
pronouncing a final judgment on 
the whole case : And the Assembly 
do accordingly express their high*, 
disapprobation of a selection of ad- 
ditional elders entirely out of the 
congregation of the East Chijrch of 
Stirling, to the exclusion of that of 
the West Church; and appoint. the^ 
kirk-session ot < Stirling forthwith to* 
make such an ejection aiid ordina- 
tion of elders as shall equalize the 
number, of elders connected with 
each of the respective congregations. 
At the same tindte the General As-/ 
scmbly earnestly recommend td 
Magistrates and Town-Council of 
Stirling, and i?ll concerned, to con- 
sider whether measures ought not 
b'cr'attopted for procuring a di- 
vision of the town and parish of Stir- 


ling into two separate parishes, each 
of which may be providutl with a 
separate kirk-session.” ‘ In' the se- 
quel this motion was carried by a ^ 
great majority. 

.. report of th^ommittce on 
the means of «ed Ration in great 
cities, and of religipus instruction in 
jails, which ^was read on Friday, 
jl^rqyed that ibd recent investiga- 
tions in the Soi||j3i had not been lost 
upon the clergy of our national 
cjfurch. The report, however, dis- 
closes no new view's. 'I'he Rev, Mr 
Douglas* made some energetic and 
pointed remarks on the experiments 
sometimes made on ihc minds of cri- 
minals previous to execution. These 
were received'with groat impatience, 
and the speaker literally overwhelm- 
ed by clamour. An argument is not 
vcry concfusively answered by noise. 
Without meaning or intending that a 
criminal should be denied the con- 
solations of religion at a moment 
when their support is peculiarly ne- 
cessary, and, above all, when it im- 
ports his futurewelfarethathpshoiy.j 
be led to entertain correct ^^Utions of 
his past conduct, hold that it is 
no less abhorrent to the genuine prin- 
ciples of religion, thdn dangerous to 
the well-being of society, that a felon 
should be encouraged in the idea, 
that a^at&iepenSance may atone for a 
l{fe of crime, and tliat Eternal felicity 
follows such repentance as a matter 
of course. But we abstain from any 
further comment. 

^ On Saturday the Assembly were 
occupied with mere .lv’^iuess of rou- 
tine during a considerable portfon of 
tile sittir^g ; d on Monday (the 31st), 
aft/^r recti^mg the reports of various 
committees, and disposing of some o- 
ther business, his Grace the Com- 
missioner dissolved the Assembly in 
the usual manner. 
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LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 

^ the beginning of the responding volumes of plates and of 

present yeamjjihere was published at ^text. 

Parisj by Comte Chaptal^^ a * The first volume of coin- 

work entitled^ ^*De Flodustrie Fran* prebends, independently of the island 
<;aise/’ in which th^ ancien imnistte of Philee^ all the country situated be- 
Ae /’/n/eriear enufnlra^ea' in detail, tween the last cataract and the city 
both the sources ynd thp prbdiicto >f Thebes; namely, Sycne, Elephan- 
of French agricultural and commer- tiiia, Ombos, Selselch, Elethyia, Ed- 
cial industry. From the cadastral fu, Esneh, an^ Erment. The se- 
operations and other data, M. Cbapr cond and third volumes arc formed 
tal estimates the extent of territory entirely of the antiquities of Thebes, 
yielding a revenue, in some shape or and comprise all the pa^yri^ paint- 
other, at 52,000,000 hectares ; the ings, and other subjects tound^ the 
gross average amount of the crop of sepulchral chambers. The foui% and 
all kinds (calculated, from the mean filth volumes contain the monuments 
of the 14 years immediately preced- situated below Thebes ; namely, 
ing) at 1 10,106,706 hectolitres ; the Dondera, Abydus, Antoeopolis, Her- 
w^o], silk, and lienijf raised at moj)olis Magna, Antinoe, Fayoum, 
81^#^4‘22 kilogrammes ; and the Memphis, the grottoes, and the rest 
products of manufacturing and com- of the Heptanomid ; Lower Egypt, 
mercial industry at 1,820,102,409 Heliopolis, Canopus, Alexandria, and 
francs. . Taposiris. To these are added the 

• The sequel of Denon^s splendid collections of hieroglyphics, inscrip- 
S aprk o n Egypt, the first part of which tions, medals, vases, statues, and o- 
1809, and the second in thcr antiques. 

1811, having been recently publish- The first volume of the Modern 
ed, we subjoin atynoptical view of its i Stale comprehends Ujmer and Mid- 
various and interesting contents. I die Egypt; Cairo and Lower Egypt, 
The Description of Egypt consists^ with the isthmus of Suez and the en- 
of fhree parts -1- A7itiquities ; % virons. The second volume com- 
Modern State ; S^Natmml History, prises Alexandria, the collection of 
In the first .^the places Sre de- arts and trades, that#of costumes 
scribed according to their geograpiti and portraits, that vases, house- 
cal position, in going from the south hold furniture, aisa instruments,— 
to the north, from the island of Philae and lastly, that of inscriptions, coins, 
to the Mediterranean, and from the and medals. . 

(Tast to th sL^w est. from Felusium to The two volumes of Natural His'^ 
Alexarfllria. ifflSse Natural History \tory are composed qf the mammifercB^ 
the mineralogy has^n^o been gr- ^hc birds, and the fishes of the Nile, 
ranged fi&m the south T^^he^rth. the Red Sea, and of the Mediter- 
The Antiquities comprise all the mo- rancan ; of the insects of Egypt and 
numents anterior to the conquest of Syria; of the vermes^ molluscs ^ and 
l^gypt by tfie Arabs : every thing that .oophylts ; of the plants ; 
is posterior to that epoch is compre- rocks, simple minerals, and fossils cX* 
bended in the Modern Stale. Ea^h Egypt, and the peninsula of Mount 
of these three parts has several cor- Sinai. • 
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The plates are distributed in the fol- 
lowing order ; — h General and topo- 
graphical plans ; 2. Particular plana 
of edifices, sections, aiid elevations ; 
3. Details of architecture ; 4. Bas-re- 
liefs, paintings, statues; ornamentSi 
&c. The total number of plates is 
eight hundred and forty» forming 
nine volumes, exclusively of the 
Geographical Atlns^ in fifty sheets, 
forming a separate section* < 

“ The Text is composed, 1. Of 
an historical prcfac'?, and of an* ex- 
planation of the plates; forming a 
tenth volume of the same size as the 
engravings, that is, large atlas : 2. Of 
sev^al volumes of descriptions and 
of memoirs, divided into three clas- 
ses, corresponding to those of the 
plates, and distinguished, like them, 
by tli(3 title of Antiquities^ Modern 
State, and Natural ilisiorq. These 
volumes are all of tlie size of medium 
folio. 

The Descriptions of the cities, and 
of the monuments, torni as many 
chapters as there are places describ- 
ed or represented, and are arranged 
in the same order as the plates. Their 
object is to make known the ancient 
and the present state of the places: 
described ; and this exposition is ac- 
companied by historical and geo- 
graphical remarks. 

The Memoirs consist of researches 
and dissertatons on general or .par- 
ticular subjeci^; such as the physi- 
cal state of Egypt* the history and 
geography of the country, legisla- 
tion and manners, religion, language, 
astronomy, arts, and agriculture, a 
n)ong the ancient and modern Egyp 
tians. These memoirs are plac^^ 
one after the other without any cm- 
termined ord^r, like the Academi- 
erd Collections. 

* A -^cording \i* “ Rechcrchcs sur 
V« ]*ii)]iothequcs Anciennes ct Mo- 
i there are in Taris five 


public libraries, besides about forty 
special ones. The Royal Litt"ary con- 
tains about 350,000 volumes of print- 
ed books, besides the same number 
of tracts, collected into volumes, and ' 
about 50,000 manuspipts the Li- 
brary of the A i^en^ contains about 

150.000 volumes, and 5000 manu- 
scripts ; theL|[)rary of St Genevieve 
about 110,00(> volumes, and 2O0C) 
manuscripts; tHr Magazine Library, 
about 90,000 volumes, and 3437 ma- 
nuscripts; and the City Library, about 

15.000 volumes* In the provinces, 
the most considerable are those of 
Lyons 106,000; Bourdeaiix 105,000; 
Aix 72,G70; Besan^on 5.3,000; Toul- 
ouse 50,000; Grenoble 42, 0(X); Tours 
30,000; Metz SI ,000 ; Arras 34,<)(X) ; 
Lc Mans 41,000; Colmar .30,000; 
Versailles 40,000 ; Amiens 40,000. 
The total number of these libj^^^ics 
in I'rance amounts to 273 ; irf i.bovc 
80 of these, the quantity of volumes 
is not known. From the data given 
in this- work, it appears, therefore, 
that the grand total of those which 
are known, amounts to t5,345.2^Jl, 
of which there are l,125jjJW*i la Ea- 
ris alone. 

Count Volney ifas recently pub- 
lished an elementarysvork, under the 
title of “ The European Alphabet 
applied to the Asiatic LanguaJjes.’^ 
It is yieft/vijuel another of his pro- 
ductions,„entitIe(l,"^^ A oimplification 
of the Oriental Languages, or a new 
and ready Method of acquiring the 
Arabian, Persian, and Turkish Lan- 
guages, by the means pf European 
characters.” With I^omnn al- 
^^pfiabet, and a fe^^r^ additionaGwigns, 
the author 4 roposes to express all 
idioms ; and. thus to fa- 
cifitntc literary researches inlo the 
h nguages, history, sciences, arts, 
and itnmertse literary store’s, of Asia. 

This ekineiitary work, which is 
dedicnlcd lo the Asiatic Society of 
Calcutta, is divided into five chap- 
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icrs, but^nay more properly com* meats on the unfortunoxe victims of 
prised yn three parts, the first of insanity. Not only in France, but 
which consists of definitions respect- in England, ,and Germany, he has 
ing tfu! general system of sounds ut- found them, he says, “ lying on wet 
Seced, and the letters or signs intend- straw, in filthy infectious cells, with- 
cd to re(Iresei?l these sounds. In the out fresh air, or water to quench their 
second part, the^utlfor explains, and thirst, loaded with irons, and driven 
discusses all the voed or tonic pro- about with blows, and scourges, 
nunciations employecjin the langu^- like i^o many wild beasts.” To as- 
ges of Europo. Thes^are teduced to certain how far ,thc ameliorations in- 
nineteeu or twenty ybwels, and twen- trod uced into the asylums at Paris 
ty-rwo consonants, agreeing nearly had been copied in the provincial 
^,with those of the richest of the A&4a- establishments, fl^e doctor made it 
tic languages, particularly the San- his business to inspect p(-i>onal]y all 
scrit. The twenty-five or t^^enty-six thehouses for the reception ol‘ insane 
letters of the Roman alphabet are not persons, throughoLit the kingdom, 
sidiicicnt to reprcwsent all the varia- The present pul)lication is but the 
tions of the voice, at the same time programmeofaIargertreaiisc,where- 
thai*ih is alphabet possesses the great in be intends to detail theobserva- 
advanlage of presenting the simplest tions made at each house, ho>pitaI, 
forms, and also that of bcyig employ- or prison, respectively ; as also to in- 
cd^ jjjixo ughout Europe, America, stitate a comparison of the usages in 
andHTS* European colonies of Asia. France with those of other countries, 
Our author^proposes to render it u- and especially of England, 
nivcrsal, by drawing from the basis The third and last part has lately 
jtself of this \veli*-kriown alphabet, appeared oi'L^Histoire d* A slronomie 
|the other simple signs necessary to Deiamdre^ Perpe- 

P ly fo rcMgn sounds. In the third tual Secretary to the Royal Academy 
par#, 'MS^Volney ipives a practical orSciences, &c. Ancient astronomy 
exemplification qf ms theory, by ap- generally supposed to have tcr- 

plying it to the Arabic alphabet, that rainated with the school of Alcxun- 
bcing one of fhe most complicated I dria, and modera astronomy to* have 
of i^he Asiatic alphabets , and after commenced with the era of Coper- 
liavmg analyzed this alphabet in all nicus.* M. Delambre deviates from 
the processe^fjt^urm%bn^ho rc- this opinion, and commences his 
solves it enflrely into the»Europeqn ^ chronology of the mi^e age in the 
characters, and others, equally siin- * ninth century, and to^inates it at the 
pie, deduced from them. This pro- year 1579. Rejecnng received au- 
cess may be applied to the Turkish, thorities and dates, he computes his 
Persian, ^jiac, Hebrew, and Etliio- two extremes* from the most ancient 
j^n laqJiMgwi^and even to the San-^ of the writings left by the Arabian 
scrirand Chinese? * '\astronomers, and ?he publication of 

M. Esqucrol, physio^m^Pt^/^Z-'V^trcatise on Astronomy by the gco- 
palricrc at Paris, has pt a meter Vieta. The author first con- 

pamphlet, describing the establish- siders the astronom]| of the Arabs, 
rnents for lunatics in France, aul and other Orientals ; then that qm^p 
the mcaiy. of ameliorating their cin- Europeans; and lastly, theTTistoi^’^ 
dition. This writer expresses an no- of gnomonics. Thisrhislory he brings 
nest indignation against the barba- ctovvn to the end of the sevcii»i.'emh 
rous tr<iatr 4 »cnt almost universally century. He differs from Bail I y and 
exercised throughout the Depart- others, as to the high antiquity of the 
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science among the Chaldeans, no rhe Aubcrt, by C. Nwlier and << Je- 
books or monuibonts having come rusalem Delivered,” translated in- 
down to us to verify the fact. to French verse, by P. L. M; Baour- 

Count Forbin * has just published, Lormian. 
at Paris, his Travels in the Levant, in M. Caillaud, a young traveller, 
a splendid work, embellished with has been visiting cla^Wcal antiqui- 
no less than seventy- eight fine plates ties, &c. in Turfeeyi &g^pt, and Nu- 
in the lithographic manner. The bia, is now at Nantes, 6s native city. 
Colossus of Thebes, known by the He is prepari^ for another tour to 
name of Memnonium, ^the Count the same cod^Atries, and receive* 
observes, has frequently been mistk* from the governlnent all the instruc- 
ken for the statue of Osymaiidyas. tions and supplies he may have oc- 
Strabo asserts that was named Is- caHon for. 

niandes. These words were derived Obtain Roussin, ivho, by order of 
from Os Smatif/i, to give out a sound; the French king, in J 81? and 1818, 
a property possessed, it w'as said, by explored the western coasts of Africa, 
this statue, at the dawn of day and from Cspe Bojador to Mount Souzos, 
at sun-set. Its true name was Ame- has addressed a memoir to the Mi- 
nophis. It was visited by Germani- nister of Marine, containing the^ub* 
cus. On its legs are to be seen Greek stance of bis observations. He points 
and Roman inscriptions, attesting out a number of errors and defects 
the prodigy of the harmonious sounds in all the charts up to 1817- . 
emitted by this colossus, which dis- Sixain. — At Paris has bctiPfmb- 

tinctly pronounced the seven vowels. lishcd, in one vdluine 8vr, Ati Essay 
It is not difficult to believe, that me- on ilte Commerce and Interests (^Spam^ 
chanism, ingeniously contrived by andqfher ColoniesshyV. h- 
the priests, was the sol^, or at least tophoro d' Avalos. The author was 
probable cause of this uiiracle, '^hich formerly in the Spanish 
ceased in the fourth century of Jhe which, wdth the.|pbject o#^hs work, 
Christian era. At Megara, a paf • is recommendatmn^ sufficient of his 
ticular stone also gave out sounds performance. He makes a number 
when it was struck by an instrument of judicious observatfons on Spanish 
of iron. industry, with the causes of its dc- 

The principal other literary , novel- cay; on the encouragement required 
ties of the year were ** New Princi- by tI\o Population, the 

pies of Politfltol Economy, or Riches Qiergy, the Religious (>Vders,&c. He 
as connectedVHtli Population,” by' considers impartially the advantages 
J. C. L. SimoiKLe "de Sisraondi ; and disadvantages accruing to Spain 
the History of Cromwell,” by M. from the discovery of America, with 
Villemain ; the ” History of the Re- the consequences dependent dn the 
public of Venice,” by P. Daru ; loss of America as a sp^..^^^fwealtli. 
“ Chronology ofithe Greek Kings o^^Tftis essay affords qfieans for estHhat- 
Egypt, Successors of AlexanderlJ*^- the^r^sj^A state of literature in 
Great, by M. ChampoRion-Figeac: of Cald^ de 

the Parvenus of Madame la Comtesse Vs^a, and of Cervantes, and glances 
do Genlis, which passed through at^the reform*? to be expected from 
iu four months ; The- tlj^ impulse of European civilization. 


* 'Djis, if wt* :UL' not mistaki'j), is th^ worthy gonllctnan 

Aial» fo tin* intrepid nnc! indcfatfgahli' Pelz 


ofbJivinn hirii'd 

> 
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ami the progress of knowledge ; re- This book is the fruit of the obser- 
forms absolutely necessary both to vations and discoveries which be 
govecners and governed. made in travelling over the rnoun- 

PouTUGAi.* — The Baron de Sao tains of Rochne. The basalts con- 
Uiouren^o, prin(!:ipal Treasurer of tained in these mountains have so 
i^azii, JCnight Commander of the great a polarity^ that they act upon 
Orders of Chrat and of the Concept fte magnetic needle, even at a great 
tion, and one oC' thS Council of his distance. A fragment of these stones, 
most faithful Majesty|has completed of about two pounds weight,* produ- 
a- translation of P^e*s Essay on ces a greater effect on the magnetic 
Mail, into Portugese verse, con* q/eedle, than a quintal of iron. A 
fining his version to exactly the remarkable quality of the basalts, is, 
same number of lines as the ori- that they manifest polarity at the 
ginal. To the text he has added same time, and on all the points, and 
various comments, historical, criti- attract, with the same degree of 
cal, dml explanatory, enlivened by strength, either point of the niagnc- 
extracts from the works of many of tic needle. For this reason, it is al- 
thc best writers in the (ircek, Latin most impossible to make use of the 
Italtfin, French, Spanish, Portu- compass in these mountains. M. 
guese, German, and English Ian- Bauer found, that the polarity of 
guages. The work will shortly be porphyry was equally great, 
published in this country, and will The three Bavarian Universities of 
forriklSSSIe^c volumes in quarto* The Wifrtzburg, Erlangen, and Land- 
avowed of tli^j work is to en- shut, have just obtained great aU- 

courage a wste for Literature and vantages from the munificence of the 
the Fine Arts in the Portuguese do- government. I'hc first has received 
d^iiiions, and it has the immediate a new organization ; the number of 
^ ^nction the King of Portugal and its has been increased, 

MlBSp^yvhom it is dedicated. an^ts library considerably enrich- 
GERMANY.-The Archduke Charles ^ The University of Altorf, sup- 
has lately publislAid at Vienna, a j^cssed since 1809> has been incor- 
turynflhe Campaign ^1799 in Ger- ftorated with that of Erlangen, the 
many and in Svjilzerland. This work, library alone of which has acquired, 
saysH;l]e illustrious author in his pre- by this union, an increase of 40,000 
face, may be censored aa^i^equel to volumes. The . government has, 
that which Iwapirtflishcd in 1^3, un- moreover, made a pr ent to that 
der the title of .University of the coijptry seat for- 
illustraied by the Campaigns in Ger^ merly occupied bjfl^he Dowager 
many in 1796. Marshal Jourdan Margravine Caroline of Branden- 
(the opponent of the Archduke) has burg and Bayreuth. The garden 
aho publ|i|j[g^ by way of reply to belonging to it is to be transformed 
the ^ History ^ Jj^vinto a botanic garden, and tlie build- 

Campaigns o/1796. imayjije hqp-\igs, by which it is surrounded, will 
ed that a History of the^ “ ‘ employed as clinical establish- 

1799 will also be published oiT le ments. Several distinguished men 
part of the French. ' of science have been tolled from dif- 

M. Bauer, capitular vjear of t| ferent ijreign countries to 
calhcdral^of Wurtzhur^.** about vacant professorships in the Univcr, 
publish a very important M urk on b^- sity ol Urianeen. T. he endowment 
any, nii^ralogy, and meteorology. ofLandsIuit nas been, in likejtnan- 
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ner, augmented ; and the prosperity 
of that University increases more 
and more, like that of the two others. 

The L>i%erary Journal of Viennat 
which, after four years^ duration, 
ceased to appear at the commence- 
ment of the year 1817, has been con- 
tinued, since 1818, under the title of 
Literary Annals^ and enjoys the par- 
ticular protection of the government* 
It is published quarterly. Although 
foreign literary productions are not 
excluded from t{ps journal, it is 
chiefly occupied by every thing that 
relates to the arts and sciences in 
the Austrian states. The works, of 
which an analysis is therein given, 
are not, therefore, exclusively books 
written in German, but likewise in 
the Italian, Hungarian, and even the 
Croatian languages. 

We learn from German publica- 
tions, that in the month of Novem- 
ber last, all the Physicians not ma- 
triculated at the University of Vien- 
na were called together, in order to 
be officially informed of a resolution 
taken by the Supreipr by 

which the practice of Animal Ma^e- 
tism is generally prohibited throu^i- 
out the dominions of the Emperor 
Austria. Several of the Doctors ot 
Vienna, who are known to be em- 
pirical practitioners of this art, have 
been publicly censured, and 'threat- 
ened with entire suspension of 
their functio^ in case of their con-, 
tinuing to bavS^ecourse to the ope- 
rations of magnetism. Directions 
to the same eimet have been given 
to all the Governors of Provinces, as 
well as to all houses and hospitals esy 
tablishcd for the recovery of hcaltlK^ 
in the Austrian Monarchy. ^ 

Since 1817, there has appeared at 
Pcsth, a litei^ry journal, entitled, 
Jjulymanyos Gynjtemenv^ (the Scien^ 
ijficM agazincy) published by Traf- 
fner, and edited by Mr George Fe- 
jer, ^professor of dogmatics in the 
University of Pesth, who has already 


distinguished himself by sqrae philo- 
sophical works, both in Latin and in 
Hungarian. 

According to the Epbemerides of 
Wiekner, Vienna has ei^bt public li- 
braries, three of rbich., contain 

438.000 volumes ; the Imperial 
Xfibrary, 300,000 pi^^nted hooks, ex- 
clusive of 70,900 tracts and disser- 
tations, and I $|000 manuscripts; the 
university librtlj^y, 108,000 volumes; 
and the Theresianum, 30,000. The 
number in the other five is not ex- 
atStly known. 

The Royal Library at Munich pos- 
sesses 400,000 vols.; the Jibrtiry at 
Gottingen, (one of the most select,) 
possesses 280,000 works or numbers, 

110.000 academical dissertations, 
and 5,000 manuscripts ; Dresden, 
250,060 printed books, 100,000 dis- 
sertations,^ and 4,000 rnanuscrjrts ; 
Wolfcnbuttlc, 190,000prin^^ T^rjoks, 
(chiefly ancient,) 40,000 di ,;jcrtations, 
and 4,000 manuscripts • Stuttgart, 

170.000 vols. and 12,000 bibles. Ber- 
lin has seven public libraries, 
which the Royal Library contaip' 

160.000 volumes, and thajj^7.:'Vrip'-A- 
cademy 30,000 ; Prague 110,000 
vols. ; Gratz 105,Ci00 vols. ; Frank- 
fort on the Maine, .? 00,000; Ham- 
burgh 100,000; Breslau 100,000; 
Weimar 95,000 ; Mentz 90,900 ; 
Darmstg^ 85, 0(^ ; Cassel 60,000 ; 
Goth^ 60,000; 'M&riSjurg 55,000; 
Mell in A’ustria, 35,000 ; Heidelberg 
30,000; Werningerode 30,000: Neu- 
burg in Austria, 25,(X)0?^'; Kreins 
Munster 25,000 ; Augsburg 24*000; 
Meiningen 24,obo ; Strata 
22,000; Saltzbiirg StJjOOO r MiJigde- 
burgh ^JO.OOCfc Halle 20,000 ; Land- 

Thus it appears, that 
th^^ cities of Germany possess, in 
tl^ir prbcipal libraries,, above three 
ni llions of works or volumes, with- 
ojit taking 'into account (he acade- 
njiical dissertations, detached me- 
moirs, pamphlets, or manuscripts. 

Russia. — The Universit^r of Dor- 
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pat has ju^t received a new organi* gate knowledge throughout Greece. 
s;ation,f'or wliicn it is indebted to the A few Greek amateurs have, from 
indefatigable zeal of its benevolent time to time, represented theatrical 
and enlightened director, Count de - pieces, the produce of which re- 
The number of students presentations is appropriated to the 
lm^oMi.th£ulidoubled, and nothing benefit of the hospitals of Odessa, 
is now wanting to give a new impulse Tliey lately gave, for the second 
to this valuable iWstitution. time, the Philoctetes of Sophocles, 

At the University of Moscow, the translated into modern Greek by M. 
terms have almost all^ecomxnenccd. Piccolo, a young savant of distin- 
Their interruption, ^^the time of the gwMshed merit, who has since corn- 
great fire, has had, in many respects, posed an original tragedy, called the 
advantageous results, as well for the Death qfDemostJj^nes, The success 
professors as for the students. The of this piece was prodigious ; the 
salaries of the former have^een in- plaudits were interrupted only by the 
creased, the sphere of their instruo tears of the spectators ; and the g^- 
tion has been enlarged, and the va- neral enthusiasm was such, that the 
rious branches better arranged. The Greeks immediately determined to 
number of students,* last year, a- formandmaintainacompan 3 'ofper- 
mounted to upwards of two hundred, formers of their own nation, under 
The Gymnasium, joined to this Uni- the direction of M. Avraniotti. 
vcG^ity, has been in like tnanner re- PnussiA. — The King has recently 

opeii^^^^nd several new preceptors purchased the herbal and the library 
have alre&ly been appointed. of the late Professor Wildenow, in 

The Gre^s, who form the greater order to present them to the Univer- 
part of the populayonorOdessa, are sity of Berlin. M. Wildenow was 
animated by an excellent spirit one of the most celebrated botanists 
^r imp rovement, and display the of tlpr\5res)(r39%4)eriod, and the author 
for the genera ofyseveral valuable works on that 

Greece, their native country. By sjirence. 

voluntary and Abundant subscrip- As the practice of Animal Magne- 
tions, they hava established a school, Wm is still followed on the Conti- 
and intrusted it to eight able proves- nent, and even studied as a science, 
6ors,.» at the liead of whom are Messrs the class of Physical Sciences of the 
Genadios and ^Maoris, 4?^4h high- Academy of Berlin has proposed, 
ly distinguisiiiifl® men oT^ience- by order of the Pru||aan Govern- 
The Governor of Odessa, *Count »ment, a prize of thi^hundred du- 
Langcron, gives the greatest en- cats, for the best eit^lication of the 
couragement to the professors and phenomena of Animal Magnetism, 
the ^dents. Besides the annual and of the experiments made down 
detfations^^ade to the school, four to the latest period, divesting them 
ho in^an^, established a«d\of the marvellous, yhich has hither- 

n^anaged by Greek ml||phan|s, ^ been mingled with them. This 

a dedueVion in favour Oj ijplacing the subject^ where it ought 

annual profits, the amount of to be, in the hands of the intelligent ; 

for the year, 1817, was 53,S tfS and as the Government has interfered 

or about L.l 1 ,000 *Sterli^. Sev in it, it inay be hoped that 
merchant^ have deposited funds able light may be obtained, and bot^i 
the establishment of a printing-ol , opinion and practice regulated by 
^on aMarofCscaTc, intended to propa- the sentiments of the judicioust 
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Sweden. — The Academy of 
Sciences of Stockholm bad granted 
to Professor Nilson, a sum of money 
for the purpose of undertaking a tour 
in Norway, the principal object of 
which was ornithology. MrNilsonhas 
just made known to the academy fhe 
result of his tour. This interesting 
narrative abounds with many new 
observations. Other sums have been 
assigned by the same academy fior 
making, in Sweden, researches rela- 
tive to mineralogy' and geology, as 
well as for prosecuting meteorologi- 
cal observations in Lapland. 

Among the many iniyirovements 
which have taken place under the 
administration ol‘ Cdiarlcs .John, the 
reigning Prince, must be distinguish- 
ed a new collection of Hymns, in- 
tended to take the place of those 
heretofore in use, which were intro- 
duced in 1695; also, a new public 
version of the Bible; the NJjw 
T estament, part of which is already 
completed ; a New Code of Laws 
in great forwardness, some of its 
parts being finished^ a 
Military Institution for the re^da- 
tion of the Army, chiefly as toS^s 
economy. The capital also expecl!;^ 
to acquire additional facilities foi^ 
ublic instruction of a superior 
ind, by an important establish- 
ment, under the name of a Gymna- 
sium. % 

DENMARKtl^The Danish Sculp-^ 
tor, Thorwaldsin, at Rome, has pro- 
posed to the government of his coun- 
try, the purchase of a series of bas- 
reliefs, representing the Triumph of 
Alexander, Thfjse bas-reliefs wer 
ordered eight, or ten years ago 
the Imperial Palace at Rome ; but, 
by the course of events, they have 
remained on ftc hands of the artist. 

asked for them is 15,000 
€icudi. Endeavours are making to 
raise this sum by .volunr«iry sub- 
scrijftion. 

M, Tlior^^nldscn has very lately 


fliiishod four bas-reliefs, intended lo 
ornament the royal residence of 
Christiansbnrgh, at Copenhagen. 

The King ol Denmark has granted 
a pension of eight hundred cro^;?, 
during two years, tq^ur ran o/Tet- 
ters, to enable thein tto travel into 
foreign parts, fol' the benefit of 
making obs^vations. The gentle- 
men thus honoured are Messrs Hask, 
philologist; Itigemann, poet; Clau- 
zen, divine ; and Henry Goede, of 
l^iel, naturalist. Dr Zeise, a natu- 
ralist, and the botanist, Schow, have 
also obtained additional means to 
continue their travels and studies u- 
broad . 

Italy. — The Count of Bevilac- 
qua, at Veroita, has published .a no- 
tice of the fragments of Roman Ju- 
risprudence,- discovered among the 
MSS. of the Library of thej^tap- 
tor of Verona. These M^’^^Kwere 
thought to be k)st, by ^}&bilIou and 
Monifaucon, in the* seventeenth 
century ; but siiyoc that time Maf- 
fei and the Canon Carinelii publisH-' 
ed a Catalogue of them.^ A \ 
these was carried into^vknce^ in 
1797 ; but restored in 1814’. 

Wc should not 6e surprised if the 
spoliations committad by the French, 
wi^ the returns of the stolen goods, 
should give occasion to the publica- 
tion of>everal ca tal ogues of a like 
nature, it is that the 

Pearned ^ould know where certain 
documents and authorities once 
were : they desire information, also, 
where they now are, ancK^here 
they may now be 

•Tlie Tlmeid o&Bocl^iirfcaifrJate- , 
beei\ ^uW^fdicd at Milan, after, a 
^yUiw?Wjfhd correct manuscript. 

existed before this only three 
itions^^ which were not only very 
te, butj*vc?y incomplete. The 
BUitor is Sig. Giovanni SiVvestri. 

I At Turin is announced. conipletc 
edition of ilu' Works, or Theatre of* 
Shdke.-i Each volumifwill con- 
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tain two oj tlireo plays ; which will 
be accompapieu by prefaces from 
the pen of A. G- Schlegel, trans* 
Jatcd into Italian^ with critical and 
lij^torical notes, by M. Leoni. It 
is while the Italian 

poets form a part of Jthe studies of 
the polite, in all countries, and in our 
own particularly, our bards should 
also become familiar Italy. We 
anticipate much information and 
pleasure from Mr Schlegel’s ac- 
companiments. ^ 

Greece. — The progress of that 
ci\'iIization, which is the constant at- 
tendant or consequence of letters, 
continues to be rapid. The number of 
schools of the second order, or Gym- 
nasia^ augments daily.* The princi- 
pal establishments of the kind are at 
Smyrna, at Kydonios (a small town 
of eight or ten thousand iifhabitants, 
oppoiKx^’ island of Lesbos,} and 
in the isi^itd of Chios. A young 
man, a native of Kvdonios, mentioned 
above, has staid long enough in the 
^fWnting-office of M. Didqt, at Paris, 
v\ nerfec t Ifimself in the art of prinfr- 
ing?^*’*^'viaughter of the Profes- 
sor of the Gymnasium in that town, 
named Erianthia^ not more than 
eighteen years age, has translated 
into modern Greek, Fenelon’s work 
on the Education of Daughters. 
The inhabitants ofLChios h.«ei5g held 
meetings for «l'il!!"*^rpose qf raising 
subscriptions in order to establish a 
Public Library. 

M. Koumas, Director of the New 
Greejj^oll^e at Smyrna, arrived 
txmej^ at Vienna, for the pur- 
^ose«o£4fausing se^ral works to be 
printed. Hchas alread^^ubli^c 
first two volumes of his 
losoph^^ composed in modern 
to which is prefixed a ^etteia^ M. 

• Mauros, containing sahiUiry advi 
to his corbpatriols, and exposing tl, 
fallacms friends to desp 


tism, who oppose the propagation of 
knowledge and learning. The same 
author has translated into modern 
Greek, and published for the be- 
nefit of his countrymen, ScheWs 
Elmentary Chronology^ translated 
from the French; and Tenneman^s 
Abridged HLHory of Philosophy^ 
translated from the German. These 
are dedicated to M. Nicolaidcs, a 
Gr^ek merchant, settled at Odessa, 
who has paid the expenses of pub- 
lishing these worl^>for the advantage 
of the rising generation. More than 
three hundred copies of them have 
been given by order of M. Nico- 
laides, to young students, who have 
distinguished themselves, by their 
promptitude in learning, and by their 
good conduct and fair character. 

Letters from Corfu, dated in 
Janujiry last, inform us, that M. 
Gerasimos Pizzanianos, a native of 
Cephalonia, and formerly pupil of 
M. Percierof the French Institution, 
and of the French Academy at 
Rome, has returned from traversing 
vari^d'distiiviiis of Greece and Asia 
Miiwr, where he has visited nume- 
monuments of antiquity. , He 
^ now at Corfu, with his port- folio 
^lled with a great number of beauti- 
ful drawings. The Government 
confided to him the undertaking of 
furnishing plans for the palace of the 
Grand Master of the ntw Order of 
ISt Michael and St G^ge ; and his 
designs having beenJQdopted, he has 
also been employed to make draw- 
ings for a new Grand College, and 
for other public establishments ; in 
'^hich, no doubt, hevwill display ad- 
^ional proofs of his natural talent, 
cultivated and improved by exten- 
sive study and much reflection ; and 
’ we may again sec Fine Arts 
of Greece revive, and perhapow’*?yfu^ 
biish ihcraselves, in their native soil* 
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THE FINE ARTS. 


A great deal ofcotiKnon-place cant 
has been both talked and written on 
the pretended infancy of the Arts" of 
Sculpture and Fainting in Great Bri- 
tain; i^nd various theoneSf all of them 
unfounded, and many of them absurd 
and nonsensical, have at diflertsnt 
times been invented and put forth to 
account for tins n:ipposed anomaly. 
Freedom, it is said, is congenial to 
the expansion of the human mind, 
whether in its intellecrvial or ima- 
ginative exertions ; and it is there- 
fore the more wonderful that in this 
the only free country in Europe, the 
arts of design should still continue in 
60 depressed and inferior a state. 
Now, assuming the fact to be as these 
theorists suppose it, there will be lit- 
tle difficulty, we think, in accounting 
satisfactorily for the alleged inferio- 
rity, in genius and execution, of our 
native artists. 

In despotic like 

those of Rome, Venice, and Gohoa, 
where tlie whole genius of the pim- 
ple is forced into one channel, a^J 
where fortune and eminence can on^ 
ly be acquired by the chisel or the 
pencil, it is natural to expect the 
highest degree of excellence in the 
few departn^f nts in which genius can 
cither exertS^ innate energies, or 
expect a comnwsuratc reward. But 
patronage ever follows the bent and 
direction, whether natural or artifi- 
cial, of genius. The same Pontift* 
who caused Ta^po be crowned in tho# 
Capitol, consigned Gallileo to Ufe 
dungeons of the Inquisition. The 
object of his esteem and regard was 
not philosoplily but poetry ; not the 
eductions of reason, but the 
brilliant creations of the 1‘ancy. The 
former arc dangerous, because they 
enlighten; the latter arc liunoured 


and rewarded, because they illust^u^ 
and adorn. The spjfft is 

fatal alike to superstition and des- 
potism ; while thfc arts of poetry, 
paiuting, sciApture, and even arciu- 
tecture, havefeeen employed, to con- 
secrate and hSIow', it were, the 
greatest scourges of the huuian ra« c. 

Smt MaecenaLes, non dee runt jSJn- 
roweV* Martial ; and the obser- 
vation &|>plies felicitously to the point 
under consideration. The ardent pa- 
tronage which the Italian Fomins 
and nobles extended to the Fine 
Arts, rendeimt excelltncc in d hem 
the certain road to distinction and 
affluence. Need we then wonder, 
that as th^ competition was ke^JO, so 
the results were exquisitep^^i'Hhat, 
with the refiiiu^d modaWof ancient 
greatness, taste, and genius, lying In * 
profusion around them, the artists 
of Italy should have distanced thosV 
of every other country in 

How differently are ni(i«nifr,(:um- 
stanced in a free country like our 
own ? There the ^aths to eminence, 
to glory, and to rirfies arc innumc- 
rabio. The bar, the senate, the 
field ; science, literature, coimtlercc, 
agricijlmrc, etydi presents its ap- 
propriate alluremttWS^^and rewards. 
•The national mind, if we may say so, 
is, in some measure, subdivided, and 
each chooses for himself the particu- 
lar career, in which, fr^ il^,ire or 
adventitious circumstanS^s, lie 1b 
most likely to realise the cheats of. 
Ijis an^itioyd' Hence but^ompara- 
^ 'ban devote tlieiiVsclves to 
rsuit of the Fine Arts, which, 
lile g feev rjyq uire immense labour 
d stud}!;, promise anly .a distant 
hd precarious reward. But let us 
ok to those arts wbifjt ara more 
particularly congenial to^ ftcc go- 
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vernment-f-oratQry and poetry-^-and 
then ask ourselves^ how much we 
are inferior to Italy or any other na- 
tion ? What country in Europe, for 
example, can produce any specimens 
of comparea with the 

orations of Burke, Fo:Tf:, Pitt and She- 
ridan f what bar^r bcpch can rival 
tlve judicial exhibitions of Dunning, 
M ansh el d , Erski ne, or %l lenborough ? 
what dramas or epi<^ are fitted to 
eclipse tlie glories of Shakespeare, 
Spencer and of Milton ? These atys 
the imperishable monuments of free- 
identified almost with llic very 
physical existence of the old, and 
with that of a large portion of the 
new world. 

Bift farther, we holdpthat mere pa- 
tronage will never create absolute ex- 
cellence in the Fine Arts. Nor do we 
bclirye that all the Leo’s and Medi- 
ci’s would have ever elicited 

the gcJuusVf RafFaeWe, Buonarotti, 
Correggio, Da Vinci, Dominichino, 
or the Carracci, but fof the mo- 
numents of the free-born genius of 
aV" ie i | t Ilotne, with which the minds 
of «it artists grew up in close 

and intimate famijiarity. These men 
only caught, reflected from the ruins 
of ancient greatness and art, a por- 
tion of that diviner mind, the impress 
of wKich these monuments still bore, 
and employed in aiming supersti- 
tion, or cnuT^lfffiing witl^ flowery 
the fetters of despotism, that art 
which they had learned amidst the 
relics of ancient greatness and re- 
nowj>r;‘fhu^ by a strange retribu- 
"on, entwining in the drapery 
wrotlgWout by theHoftv and original 
genius o| antiejuity, tllS^fopkand 
dious forma of a dark ancs^^*»?1l!^^*^6- 
less superstition. 

But, aftcr-all, is stsfe of tl 
Fine Arts in our own country so vc: 
deplorable? as some fast idious travel 
Jed cttgnoaiBtUiii ami virtuosi woull 
.prete.^ ? Tfjtaly present her 


Canova, have not we our Chantrey i 
and if we can produce nothing to 
equal the inimitable bas-reliefs of 
Thorwaldson, ^as not Rome borrow- 
ed him of Deniriark ? Have not the 
portraits of our owm Lawrence met 
with unqualified admiration even in 
Rome itself? And who but an arrant 
driveller would pretend to under- 
value the genius of Wilkie or Allan ? 
Wb hold that, at this moment, the 
Fine Arts are in a more promising 
state- in Britain /£han in any other 
country in the world. By the muni- 
ficence and taste of our nobility and 
gentr}^ the W'ant of models can no 
longer be complained of. The works 
of the great Italian, Spanish, French, 
and Flemish Masters have been pur- 
chased at whatever price, and free- 
ly and liherally exhibited to public 
admij^ation, and to form and direct 
the public taste. Indigenous genius 
has been sought out, fostered, patro- 
nised, and rewarded. A general 
love of the arts has increased, is in- 
crcasing^ 9 ,nd cannot be dirninished. 
Heiye' the ku^menting number of 
ih^andidates for fame which every 
yjor’s exhibition brings forward ; and 
fsence the presage that we draw of 
ihc future ascendancy of this great 
country in the Fine Arts, — an ascen- 
dancy ^'hich, in the arts that minister 
to national wealth, comfort, and hap- 
piness, she already inco^estably en- 
joys. But we mustl^e these spe- 
culations, and deseed to the less 
pleasiiig, but more useful task of re- 
cording facts. 

^ In the April of this year, an exhi- 
‘bition of the works*of the ancient 
AO^sters took place at Edinburgh. 
This was the commencement of a 
new era, and ought to hailed with 
delight and exultation oy every lover 
of art. Among the pictures ci.hfo/t-' 
ed, a very general preference appear* 
ed* to be given* to those of Claude 
Lorraine, than which none show a 


I 
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finer mind, or represent the beau ideal the horse. The Sra SU rm by Vcr- 
in greater perfection. Next in the net was considered one of the sub- 
scale of merit was placed the Fortune limest pieces of that celebrated mas- 
ofGuido, a duplicate (/f the celebrated ter. Its materials are taken from 
picture by the same diaster in the Va- Italian scenery, the round tow^^n 
tican. The Vatican Fortune, however, the left hand bein^U^ir'^d'R^er of 
is more delicately coloured, and ex- Cecilia MeteUa near Rome, and the 
hibits a greater warmth of tint than cliffs beyon<J it, tfle rocks of Terra- 
the picture in this exhibition ; but cino. This picture is decidedly su- 
in other respects the two pictures perior to tht Storm Piece by the 
are nearly equal in merit. The L\tnd same author vn the Louvre. The 
by Poussin is a very grand com- cabinet picture of the Madona and 
position, and sfeftms to have been Child by Correggio was also great- 
rated very highly by all those who ly admired, even by those who were 
had hot seen bis perhaps the niost conversant with the other 

i'hcj' d^ceuvre of that great master, works of that great artist. It cx- 
the classical purity of whose forms, hibits all his delicacy and softness 
unrivalled as it confessedly is, he al- of shading ; while the countenance 
ways renders subordinate to the story of the infant' displays that heavenly 
of the picture, in toiling which he sweetness of expression which so pe- 
never had, and we believe never will culiarly characterises his productions, 
have any equal. This remark will The.se were the most rejjj^rkable 
be perfectly intelligible to all those w'orks exhibited on this ooH^Sr; and ^ 
who have seen the great masterpiece we regret that' the nece^ity of com- ^ 
to which we have just alluded. pression forbids us to awell at great-' 

Of the works of Hobbema, so lit- er length on the excellencies of this 
tic known in this coun^^ jhis ex- delightful collection, than which 
hibition contained ^o, tnJkvery Continent could boast 'of 
counterparts of those of cH^de either of greater exteiiSf wanore 
Lorraine, who threw so exquisi^a distinguished mepc : in landscapes, 
glow over every object he repr?^- in particular, it would be difficult in 
sented. He lived on the skirts of ah the same compass t& find its equal, 
old forest, and his best pictures are Sig. Raffiielli has succeeded in 
a delineation of the different combi- forming at Milan a considerable es- 
nations which its aged forms exhibit- tabli^fcteient foii-gxecuting works in 
ed. The of his drawing can- ^Mosaic,, especially Jirf 'a large scale; 

not, howeven^e surpassed, and, in at present this establishment i^occu- 
fiome measure, atones for the cold pied in executing a copy of Leo- 
and lowering atmosphere with which nardo da Vinci's famous picture of 
he delights to invest his subjects, the Last Supper. ThijjlVlbisaig will 
Two pictures by Velasquez, the^ cost 24*, 000 ducats : ilNs unque^ft- ' 
greatest ornaifient of the SpanisJ^' fionably one of the largest oWtSr'kind; 
School, were also in this coIlect^^ny%,ij^ce ft^ my&sures 30 feet^n length, 
theportraitof thePope, am a Cava- in height. It h for the 

lier on horseback. Some defect in ^P^*^** Austria. — Mosaic is a 

the |)Osition of the legs of the noble 'inu oTSauackJUi whichj by means of 

^animtii on which the cavalier is nail picees of glass, figures and 

mounted, was pretty generally re- ^presentations of all kinfls are pro- 

raa^jeed by those conversant in the uccd. It is the tedious qf 

different attitudes and positions of operations, but has tliQ ac^vaI^jfeage Of 
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being indetstrucl^ble by the air, or by 
ordinary accidents. It was much 
practised by the ancients ; and some 
of their Mosaics, more than two 
thousand years old, yet remain in 
gootf 

In the course of Jhe season Mr 
Allan produced jJ picture, the sub* 
ject of which is the ctlebration of 
Mr James Hogg, the Ettrick Shep- 
herd’s Birth-day ; and which dis- 
plays his usual felicity in the dispo- 
sition of his lights, and the groupir^ 
oP his figures. The picture is in- 
tended as a good' humoured •quiz of 
certain individuals composing a club 
of some notoriety, called the Edin- 
burgh Dilettanti Society. 

Tl>e magnificent collection of pic- 
tures, which formed the Cabinet of 
the late M. Burtin at Brussels, has, 
been brought to the hamm'er. The 
Dcaf-h esteemed the master- 

piece of GViclo, the’'fine Murillos, 
and other celebrated pictures, which 
have for some time been exhibited 
^ M. Snyeis of Antwerp, have been 
pVc base d by Government, or ra- 
the?^/55e^’ <it a valuation, to liqui- 
date a public del^t, the proprietor 
being a defaulter in his capacity of 
tax-gatherer. The magical portrait 
of Rubens, called the Chapeau de 
Paill&y which has long been in the pos- 
session of a privaU^’ family Ant- 
werp, has becinfiray sold i'cff a large 
sum to a descendant of the painter. 
This is the picture said to have been 
purchased for the Duke of Welling- 
ton gj A*ix-la-Chapelle. The mag- 
"•ffificent Alt^^-piece, The taking down 
/romHhafCrosSy and •other celebrated 
wojrks ofJRubens, no\?\Test(;ged tp 
the Cat^d^al of 
* been coped by Ueinagie, an 
artistV and the copies aye ’:-,«hch ad- 
• 'ntirdld even in presence (vf the ori*: 
girials. ( * 

Tlie.Exl5biUflli of the W^orks oi? 
"^,he modern Flymish Artists displayed 


considerable talent, particularly some 
fine groups of cattle by De Kay, 
(in landscape,) in the manner of 
Cuyp. There were also some ex- 
cellent portraris by Naviz, a pupil 
of^David, and by the Chevalier Ode- 
vaire, and Oils, who have studied^ 
at Rome. 

Three beautiftil Frescoes of Do- 
minichino have been removed, by an 
Italian artist, from the damp wall of 
the Palace Farnese, where they 
must have speedily perished, and 
placed upon canvas. Thus saved 
from slow, but inevitable destruc- 
tion, they will prove interesting ex- 
amples of the peculiar powers and 
advantages of this brai»ch ol' art. 

At the July Exhibition or the Fine 
Arts in Florence, were displayed 
the Casts of the IMarblcs which 
Lord^ Elgin brought from the Tem- 
ple of Minerva, at Athens, (the Par- 
thenon), and which now form the 
principal ornament of the National 
Museum of Britain. These casts 
are a pres,qnt from the Prince Re- 
genU'^in retCi*m for which, some of 
the/inest statues in the celebrated 
Gplery at Florence are to be mo- 
delled and sent to his Royal High- 
ness. Among them is the celebrated 
groupe of Niobe and her Children* 
The ab.ove valuable and advanta- 
geous exchanges in the Fine Arts 
have taken place in coni^cquence of 
fhe suggestions of the jlOTitisIi Envoy, 
his Excellency Lord'Burghersh. 

None of the modern discoveries 
of Grecian Sculpture can be consi- 
^dered as more important or interest- 
qig, than that of the^Statues, which 
a^i»rncd the east and west pediments 
of Ihe Temple of Jupiter Panhellc- 
nios, in the Island of ^gina. The 
only two which are or ecjual consi- 
deration, the discovery of the'A7&7yt;' 
and her Children^ in Rome, in 1583/ 
and more recenriy, of The in 

the Villa Hadriana, occurred at pe- 
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riods more favourable to the study 
and practice of the Fine Arts. Re- 
cently after their exhumation, they 
passed into the hands of Thorvirald- 
son, the Danish sculptor at Rome, 
who was employed by the Prin^ce 
* Royal of Bavaria, their present 
possessor, in uniting the broken 
fragments, and restoring the few 
parts of them that were deficient ; a 
task which tliat eminent artist per- 
formed with admirable skill and sa- 
gacity. The disoo^very of these pre- 
cious relics of antiquity was, in a 
great measure, owing to the taste and 
enterprise of a British subject, C. R. 
Cockerell, Esq., who recomposed 
the groups as they were successive- 
ly excavated, in such a manner as 
to give the highest satisfaction to the 
most eminent artists at Romo. 

Various conjectures have be^n of- 
fered as to the subject of the compo- 
sitions intended to be represented by 
the sculptures of these pediments, 
the statues having a marked distinc- 
tion of character, as o f wel l-known 
personages : nothing«5Jfn)staCt^ry has 
yet been suggested. The actions of 
the Aiacidae, the tutular deitielk of 
the Eginetans, offer nothing exp\- 
natory, although a resemblance 
may be traced to Homer’s descrip- 
tion of the combat between Hector 
and Ajax over the dead body of Pa- 
troclus *. vSome light may per- 
haps be throWn upon this subject by 
a close cxamitnition of Greek Vases, 


on many of which ,ive finjd Minervs 
represented as present ,at an heroic 
combat, encouraging the warriors, 
and often precisely in the position 
and attitude in which she app^e^rs 
on the pediment of tfijgiJ^affivtiuenion 
of /Egina. Minerva presides in 
both the groups wiiich decorate this 
temple, somh have supposed that the 
Panhellenion.was dedicated to that 
Goddess ; bu^it should be consider- 
ed that, as the emanation and sym- 
bol of the wisdoih and power of Ju- 
piter, Minerva was appropriately 
placed fin the exterior of the edifice, 
within which the more sacred statue 
of the King of gods and men re- 
ceived the homage and worship of 
the TBginetars. 

In the temple of iEgina, we have 
, a very remarkable and ancient ex- 
ample of the Grecian p ract ice of 
painting iheir sculpturft^Tsr the 
style and execution oj^iie colours 
found on the statues and ornaments ’ 
of the Panhetlenion prove that they 
must be coeval with the original cofj^' 
struction. !/n order to^ relieve jf^e 
statues, the tympanum#^ ritS^Jcdi- 
ment was of a clear light blue ; and 
large portions of the colour were 
seen on the fragme4its as they were 
raised from the ground. The mould- 
ing both under and above the cor- 
nice jg^s also pjd nted ; the leaf was 
red and whiteT’^BWh the superior 
'moulding of the cornice painted in 
encaustic. The colours being on 


The description alluded to is as follows : 

A*^ 3* swi TSretro 

xetrx^eio'ct’ 


Colonel Leal^ is inclined to think that these CcautifuSJi^s ind 

chosen by the Sculptor of the pedimlnts of the I'AflflCllenion. He also reaiarks 
^hatlhe v<ir,fjLihc observed on all the fi«^ures on me spectatdV^H left hand, together wirti ti e 
absence of those artieles of Grecian dress in thither division of the work, sceriJto prov\‘ that 
the jubject is taken frunf the war of 7>oy, Trie detail of the sculptuwMWO^ia strpngly ip 
support the opinion cf the gallant Colonel. * ^ f 


Ik xvii ' 

indicate the exact nno>?\ent of 
” * larJcS' 

1 tie 
' that 
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marble h id lon^ disappeared, but the 
relief, in which tlie part so covered 
was found, indicated very perfectly 
its outline. 

, 111 considering a custom which ap- 
eai^u c:?:M'aoi dinary to us, it must 
c recollected, that although the 
Greek buildings, were grand in con- 
<*epticn, their scale of dimension was 
small, and that, therefore, they rc- 
quiretl a greater nicety and delicacy 
in the execution, 'fhe colours serv- 
ed as the means of distinunishing the 
several parts, and of IieigliU ning the 
eUbcl bv variety, so as tu) lelicve 
what might he otherwise inani-. 
mate and tnonoionous. 1^0 paint 
white marble, or oilier stone exposed 
to ti.ie action of the r'.tmosphorc, ap- 
pears very extraordinary to us; but 
it ought not to be forgotten, that, in 
Greece, tiui miUlnO''S of the climate 
aiub tluiupurity of the atmosphere 
rendered v.:orks ol lisislied execution 
infinitely more durable than in our 
northern climate, iim\ admitted coii- 
♦'^'scqueiu relincinent of sculpture and 
;;iainting, f)f ivhich vvx' can have but 
The inhabitants of north- 
ern latitudes are, tberelbre, obliged 
to lavish upon t'hcir interior apart- 
ments tliose luxuries of ornamental 
art, which the ancients, who passed 
a gmat portion of’ their time in the 
open air, in their^finc climate, be- 
stowed U|)ou Jitc exterior of their 
temples and public edifices. 

The [British (iallery this year con- 
tained one hundred and fifty-six pic- 
tures of every description, among 
--which wefie specimens of the most 
disJ»ing*iBhed Italian, Flemish, and 
French pchools. The liberality of 
tiie Prince Regent contril? tiril *bme 
of tli^me’st (Jaspar Poussin?#-in ex- 
ist besides producti<?iis of Vi- 

■ itioli^, Claude, Ruben-., Vapdyke, Par- 
/iiii|giano^Uel Sarto, lintoretlo. Hot- 
!tb^,.aiu Nlic sp lendid Cartoon of t*«e 
^ Sacri/icc, ^Besides some fine Cuyps, 


Rembrandts, Potters, t^c. &€• The 
Duke of Wellington has contributed 
some excellent Flemish drolls, and 
masterpieces of Snyders, together 
with two examples of Platza, paint- 
er unknown to us. The Earl of Car- 
lisle is the donor of many interesting 
pictures; the Earl ofDarnlcyofsome 
grand Salvators ; tlie Marquis of 
Buie of an incomparable Hobbema, 
^c. ; the Right Honourable Charles 
Long of Teniers’ Misers, &c. ; and 
Viscount Ranelagh a delicious Cuyp. 

The Fifteenth Exhibition of Paint- 
ings in oil and water colours, at 
Spring-gardens, displayed much ta- 
lent in botli the branches of tlie art 
to which the exhibition is dcvotcil- 
Among those particularly remarked 
wore some fine landscapes by Stark, 
^Miss H. (Touldsmith, Prout, Deane, 
LiiyicJI, T. Fielding, Valley, C. Field- 
ing, Itobson, "J'hc miniatures 

were numerous, and many of them 
well executed. Among the water- 
colour pictures in the hkstorical style 
was * Falsi vdf acting the King, from 
ilie^r iirst p.T»t of Henry IV,’ by 
I\;iehter; which, both in conception 
^,-jd execution, possesses very consi- 
derable merit. 

Wc have not room for more than 
a bare enumeration of the most 
striking pictures in this Annual Ex- 
hibition of the talent of British Ar- 
tists, at the Ro3’al AcaiE-my. These 
were a Portrait of Chafitrey, by Rae- 
burn ; Theatrical Portraits, by G. 
Clint; View of Rotterdam, by Cal- 
cott ; Entrance of the Aleuse, a 
masterly sky, by Turner; Lending 
a Bite, a humorous little thing, by 
Mulread}-^ ; The Penny Wedding, 
one of Wilkie’s best painted and 
most characteristic compositions ; 
The Stolen Kiss, front Guarini, Pas- 
tor Fido, West; Portraits 
Messrs T^yell, a charming picture, 
Phillips; An latcrior and Designs for 
Boccacio, exquisitely done, by*otot- 



258 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1819- 


thard; Venus Anadyomene, a beauti* 
ful piece, by Howard; Morning 
Fishermen, one of Collin’s most per- 
fect landscapes ; Richmond Hill, an 
uncommon and splendid work, by 
Turner; Highland Chief, by Ra^ 
burn ; Captain Manby, in a fine 
broad Style, J. P. Davis ; the Post- 
Office, £• V. Rippingille; Jacob’s 
Dream, by W. Allston, equal to the 
foremost productions of the scasod ; 
Aladdin, richly coloured, by Stew- 
ardson; Sir Roger ede Coverley, a 
very clever thing, by C. R. Leslit ; 
A Lady in a Reuben’s manner, R, R. 
Reinagle ; Calandrino, a droll story 
from the Decameron, H. P. Briggs ; 
two Landscapes by Samuel and Hof- 
fland ; Village Feast, W. Kidd ; A 
Wood-Cutter and his Daughter, 
Drummond ; Sir Gregor MacGrc- 

§ or and other large portraits,, by 
teele ; and several other large por- 
traits, by Steele; and several bril- 
liant and sweet productions, by A. 
Robinson, Chalen, W. H. Watts, 
Newton, &c. There werq JEnamels 
by Bone in his best iffhnnerV't^d a 
large and fine copy by Muss, 

In Sculpture, the most remarka^ 
productions were, A Peasant Girl, 
by Westmacott; Statue of Dr An- 
derson for Madras, by Chantrey, and 
some fine busts, Ac. , 

The British Institution in Pall- 
Mall, for thmexhibition and sale of 
the works of T^itish Artists, was o-* 
pened early in trie year. Wilkie has 
an admirable little picture, which he 
calls CMna Menders; and Collins, 
in addition to his Departure of the 
Diligence from Rouen , has a pleasin,^ 


composition taken frorn th^ Coast 
of Norfolk^ Shylock^*^ by Jack- 

son, the Academician, is exceeding- 
ly good. The return of Louis Dix^ 
huUi by Bird, is upon a larger scale; 
than the usual pictur&-of littff ar-* 
tist. It will not, however, diminish 


the reputatioi^ he Acquired by his 
** Chevy Chace»^* An Italian female 
Peasant f and ^ Peter paying the 
Tribute mth a piece of Silver found 
in a fish^ both painted by G. Hay ter, 
evince great improvement in this 
artist, since his return from Rom^. 
The Fall ef Babylon^ by Martin, is 
full of fancy and imagination. Ti- 
mon^s Cave^ and some other pictures 
from Shakespeare, by Bonten, arc 
very far superior to the formet ef- 
forts of this artist. Davis has painted 
a picture founded on the discovery 
of Magna tJharta and the Meeting of 
the Barons^ as described imHume’s 
History of England. Hf^ nas happi- 
ly substituted portraits of the Duke 
of Devonshire, Marquis of Tavi- 
stock, LordErskine, Lord Flgremontj^^ 
Lord Ossulston, Marquis 'OfHumjj^ 
Marquis of Stafford, th»*iyulSe of 
Northumberland, ^c. Ac. under the 
name of the original Barons. Sto- 
thard, Bigg, Reinagle, Westall, Coo- 
per, Hilton, and Ward, from the 
iloyal Academy, have each of \hem 
contribtHed picti tfgs o f various merit. 
The exhibition is^pon the whole, 
calculated to support the reputation 
of our native artists, and, in its va- 


rious departments, gives undoubted 
testimony of gradual and^rogressive 
^improvement 
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PUBLIC WORKS, 

AND 

LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS. 


. In the erection of Southwark 
Bridge, it appears as if an at* 
tempt had been mbdc to prevent 
, the natural effect of heat upon 
iron, that is, to prevent its expan- 
sion ; for where the spandrils enter 
the masonry of the abutments and 
piers, they were wedged in tight 
with iron wedges, from thodbottom 
to the top ; the consequence was, 
that* an expansion taking place, a 
very unequal strain and injurious ef- 
fect was produced ; for the radius 
of the intrado of the arch being 312 
feely and of the extrado about 6600, 
and both being confined between a- 
butments, yet connected together, 
locking them as two separate and dis- 
tinct arches, it became evident that 
the latter Vould require to rise in 
thd^Jpentre^for every degree of heat, 
considerably more than the former, 
but cannot without lifting, or parting 
from it b^ fracture. To avoid this, 
which it IS somewhat extraordinary 
was ilot guarded against in the first 
instance, masons wqipe, for son^ time, 
employed night and day, ^n the te- 
dious operation of working away the 
stone work at the back of the wedges, 
in order to remove them. This ope- 
ration has, however, been success- 
fully accoraplished, and the bridge,^ 
. UCASM)pe«£d to the public on the 
ofMarch^at midnight. ^ ^ 

A naw Wire Bridge has i>i*en 
throtinv.wver the river Kelvin, at Gar- 
scuh^house,. Dumbartonshire, the 
^ail of Sir Islay Campbell, Bart, 
whcply composed of iron-wire, with- 
any support in the centre. Thfe 
Jengtlr is 100 feet, and it is nine feet 
•abovy^ the surface of the river. 


National Monument. — A nu- 
merous meeting of the Noblemen and 
Crentlemen of Scotland, desirous of 
promoting the object of the erection 
of a National Monument to com- 
memorate the exploits of our gallant 
countrymen in different parts of the 
world, and to form a sort of Temple 
where the efforts of genius and pa- 
triotism might receive a suitable and 
enduring record, took place on 
Wednesday March 3d, in the As- 
sembly Rooms, George Street ; his 
Grace the Duke of Atholc in the 
chair. The following resolutions, 
moved by the Right Honourable the 
Earl of Moray, and seconded by 
Lord Belhaven, were unanimously 
adopted, and followed up by nume- 
rous subscriptions, and by such 
meisures as cannot fail to give a 
sufficient and successful impulse to 
this great national object : — 

“ Resolved, That the unparalleled 
victories with which the Great Dis- 
poser of Events was pleased to bless 
the British arms by sea and land, in 
the late glorious and aventful war, 
m which the valour of Scotsmen was 
so conspicuously displayed in every 
quarter of the globe, justly deserve 
to be commemorated in the Metro- 
j polls of Scotland, by some appro- 
nriatc Memorial of* national grati- 
t^le ; That a monumental edifice, 
comprehending a Church, destined 
for the purpose of divine worship, 
and ornamented 'in such a manner 
as may perpetuate the memory 
the great naval and militar}' achieve- 
mdnts of the late war, will afFqjd a 
lasting proof, not only of gratitude 
to the Almighty for his protcctian, 
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but of the afibetionate remembrance 
of Scotland, of those gallant officers 
and men, who fought and bled in the 
service of their country : That the 
glorious and important services of 
our army in Asia, in the war recent 
ly and successfully terminated, in 
which Scottish valour was so emi- 
nently manifested, sliall be com- 
memorated in the proposed National 
Monument : That for the purpose 
of accomplishing this desirable ob- 
ject, a general subs 9 ription shall im- 
mediately be opened, and the most 
effectual measures adopted, to raise 
a fund, not onlj/^ for completing an 
edifice worthy of Scotland, hut for 
the endowment of two clergymen to 
officiate as IMinistccs of the intended 
church : That subscriptions of any 
amount, not being less than L.l, Is. 
be received, and that all subscribers 
shall, for every L.25 contributed, 
have right to a share and accommoda- 
tion in the intended church, in a 
manner hereafter to be more particu- 
larly defined, and that a considera- 
ble portion of the church shall be 
set apart for free admissions oi^^all 
occasioiis : That due provision sliull 
be made, that no subscriber shall be 
responsible, or called upon, for more 
than ids individual subscription on 
any account whatever : and, That a 
committee be appointed to forward 
subscription^ and to consider of the 
most proper means for carrying into* 
effect the objd'bt of this meeting, 
and to report the same to a General 
Meeting to be called at such future 
period as may appear to the Com- 
mittee to be most proper,” ' 

The first stone of that stupendo|rt 
structure, Menai Bridge, was laid 
without ceremony on the 10th of 
August, by flic resident engineer, 
•Mr Provis, and the contractors for 
the masonry, Messrs Straphen and 
Hall. When completed, it will con- 
nectMie island of Anglesea with the 


county of Caernarvop, amil by that 
means do away with -the present 
Ferry, which has always been one of 
the greatest obstacles in the esta- 
blishment of a perfect, communica^. 
tion between England, and ^tr^Tand, 
through North Wales. The design 
is by Mr Telford, and is on the sus- 
pension principle. The centre open- 
ing is to be 5,60 feet between the 
points of suspciision, and 500 feet at 
the level of high-water line. The 
rpiidway is to be 100 feet above the 
highest spring tide, and is to be di- 
vided into two carriage-ways of M2 
feet each, and a foot way of four ftei 
between them. In addition to the 
above, there are to be three stone 
arches of fifty ft^ct each on the Caer- 
narvon shore, and four of the same 
dimensions on the Anglesea side. It 
is estimated to cost about L. 70,000, 
and will probably be completed in 
throe years, 

"I'lic Magistrates of Glasgow, in 
conjunction with, the county gentle- 
men of Lanark, have resolved to e-jf 
reel a new Bridewell for the city agfi 
county. The existing Bivdewelfwas 
erected so late as the year 1799; but 
so rapid has been the extension of 
delinquency and crine, that this es- 
tablishment, though large enough 
then, has now become altogether in- 
adequji^ to the purposes of such ah 
institution. Th^verage number of 
prisoners'* last year was 210. The 
expense of the new Bridewell, which 
is estimated at L. 30, OCX), is to be 
raised on the simple principle of as- 
^sessing the city and county in pro-^ 
portion to their |>f)pulationj • A cen- 
siw is ^ be taken to fix tfte contri- 
bution (ff each division. . 

Numerous and valuable orations ' 
were lately received by Proi^ssor 
Jameson ipr the College Muschnijp 
the most remarkable of which fori 
Animals of Iceland, prcsci/ced 
G. S. Mackenzie ; Animals collected 
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in Baffii!*s B^y, by Captain Ross: 
Corals and minerals collected in the 
BahacnaSy by Admiral Sir David 
Milne, the corals being of unrivalled 
^•magnitude and beauty, and many of 
(the' Ai/inerals. rare, one of which, a 
colossal stalactites,, is calculated to 
weigh five tons ;• a collection of ores 
and minerals from the island of Elba, 
presented by Principal Baird from a 
gentleman of that island; and the 
skeleton of the great whale at Air- 
"^hrie, presented by Sir Robert Ab^r- 
cYomby. The fine collection of natu- 
re history purchased for tlio Univer- 
sity from iVI. Dufresne of Paris, al- 
so arrived safely on board the cut- 
ter sent by Government I'or convey- 
ing it hither, and under the superin- 
lendance of (Captain Thomas Brown 
of Edinburgh. This is a^articular- 
ly rich and valuable collection, and 
wilb form an invaluable accession to 
the previous treasures of die Museum, 
This year a project was formed 
for erecting buildings on the Earthen 
r,fMound, Edinburgh, and some time 
afterwarda*sevcral plans were given 
in,*yicom[wably the best of which 
was that by Mr Playfair, the inge- 
nious architect who designed that 
classical edifices the Observatory on 
the Calton Hill. According to this 
plan/ the mound was to be reduced 
towards its soutlierp extremi/^ ; and 
the buildings, which were to be only 
of one story, with an arcade in the 
centre, were to be erected on the 
horizontal level. Hence Mr Play- 
fair’s plan is calculated to obviate 
' the insuperable objection to erections., 
of Uvo stories in height, which were 
at, first contemplated, and whi^li 
would have totally intercepted <rhe 
' view rfialisbury Craggs and Arthur 
fcseat^’rom that part of the line of 
' Prij^ce’s Street to the \^cst of the 
/Vlo^ind, as well as the view of the 
‘^^fi^tle and the hills in the distance 
,ffoin the passengers on the bridge 


and the eastern division of Prince’s 
Street. The Mound, in its present 
condition, is certainly a huge defor- 
mity ; and there can be little doubt, 
we think, that were this plan adopt- 
ed and carried into effect, a great 
eye-sore would be removed, an un- 
occupied mass of earth and rubbish 
covered with ornamental buildings, 
and none of those striking and pic- 
turesque views, which render Edin- 
burgh the envy of all other cities, in 
any the least degree impaired or ob- 
structed. At the same time wc can- 
not help remarking, that irreparable 
injury would be done to the metro- 
polis of Scotland were any absurd 
and injudicious erection to be perch- 
ed upon it, as there is scarcely a 
point of view, in which its deformity 
would not obtrude itself on ever^ eye* 

Mr Owen stated, at a meeting in 
London, when a Committee was ap- 
pointed to investigate his plan, and 
report upon its practicability, that 
200,000 pair of hands, with machinery, 
spun as much cotton now as forty years 
ago, without machinery, would have 
employed 20,000,000, that is, 100 to 
1 ; that the cotton spun in a year, at 
this time, in this country, would re- 
quire, without machinery, at least 
60,000,000 of labourers with single 
wheels,; and that the quantity of 
manufacturing works of all sorts, 
done by the aid of machinery in this 
’nation, was such as would require, 
without that aid, the labour of at 
least 4*00,000,000 of manufacturers. 

The improvement of the Glasgow 
and Carlisle road, which runs almost 
diagonally through* Dumfriesshire, 
\^^1 not only enhance the value of 
property of every description along 
the line, but will short^n the distance 
from the greater ’part of Dumfries- 
shire to Carlisle and the north oi^ 
England about 4^ miles. The ope- 
rations on the newly laid out Jinc 
between Graitncy and Carlisle arc 
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going on with spirit. The new bridge 
over the Esk, which has been con- 
templated for seventy years past, 
was founded about the end of May, 
and will be finished in June 1820 : it 
is to have two cast-iron arches, one 
of 150 and the other of 100 feet span. 
Another bridge will be built over the 
Sark, at Allison’s Bank, which will 
have two stone arches of forty and 
the other of thirty feet span. Seyb- 
ral other improvements arc making 
on the roads in that part of the loun- 
try. 

By the Sixteenth Report of the 
Commissioners, made to Parliament, 
it appears that the expenditure up- 
on the Caledonian Canal, to the 
commencement of May 1819, a- 
mounted to L. 742,000; that a 
moiety of the Parliamentary grant 
of last year (L..25,000) had not, nt 
the date of the report, been issued 
from the Exchequer, and that a far- 
ther grant of L. 50,000 was voted 
during this session of Parliament. 


This great work wi|l prcloably be 
completed in the course of the two 
next years. The navigation* from 
Inverness to Fort Augustus is al- 
ready open, and there a near pro- 
spect, at the other end of the*tanal; 
of a similar approach towards the 
completion of the navigation from 
sea to sea. The navigation of Loch 
Ness was opened to the public in 
May 1818, and about 150 voyages 
were made last season by coasting 
vejssels carrying from forty to seven- 
ty tons each ; and the facility is such, 
that vescels sometimes accomplish 
the voyage of twenty-three miles to 
Fort Augustus, discharge their car- 
go, and return to the lower end of 
the lake withki twenty-four heurs. 
The exports consist of timber, staves 
and wool;^tbc imports of tar, oat- 
meal, and coals, of which last article 
the price is lowered one half. Lime 
is also a frequent article of freight, 
and thus the improvement of the ad- 
jacent lands is ensured. 



CHRONICLE 


OF 

MISCELLANEOUS 'OCCUaRENCES. 


JANUARY. 

2. Ptfm,-The Moniteur of the SOth 
ult. contains a royal decree, announ- 
cing the organisation of a new minis- 
try. According to the new arrange- 
ments, the Marquis Dessolles, Peerof 
France, and Minister of State, isnorai- 
^ nated Minister Secretary of State for 
^ the department of foreign affairs, and 

S resident*of the Council of Ministers. 

I^Dessdles was, in 1814^, comman- 
der of the National Guard of Paris ; 
when he conducted himself so as to 
acquire the perfect confidence of the 
King, and was raised to the peerage 
in June of the same year; he is a 
Lieutenant-General of the armies of 
France, a Knight of St j^ouis, aqd 
Grand Cross of the Legion of Ho- ' 
nour, and was, previous to his pre- 
sent exaltation, a member of the 
Privy Council and a Minister of 
State. The Sieur de Serre, mem^ 
bar of 1]he Chamber of Deputies, is 
appointed Keeper of the Se^ls, Minis- 
ter Secretary of State for the de- 
partp.ent of justice. M. de Serre 
wp^President of the Chamber of De- 
puties during the last Session, and 
was witl^iin four votes of obtaining 
’ the same dignity this year : he is a 
^ Knight of ^t Louis, and of the Le- 


gion of Honour, and was, before his 
new appointment, one of the Coun- 
cil of State, and a member of the 
committee of legislation. The Count 
de,Cazes, Peer of France, is appoint- 
ed Minister Secretary of State for 
the Department of the Interior. Ba- 
ron Portal, member of the Chamber 
of Deputies, is appointed Minister 
Secretary of State for the Depart- 
ment of the Marine. M. Portal is 
an officer of the Legion of Honour, 
and a member of the Chamber of 
Deputies ; he has also been one of 
the Council of State since May 18H, 
and has been, for two years past, in- 
trusted with the direction of the co- 
lonial branch in the department of 
the Minister of Marine, over the 
whole of which he is now appointed 
to preside. Baron Louis, member 
of the Chamber of Deputies, is ap- 
pointed Minister Secretary of State 
of the Finance Department. M. 
Louis was Minister of Finance in 
being one of the administra- 
tion of which M. Talleyrand was at 
the head : he is a Gagnd Cross of the 
Legion of Honour, and a member of 
the Chamber of Deputies; he w^s 
also a member of the Privy Council 
a'hd a Minister of State. Th| Mi- 
nistry of Police is suppressed. The 
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members of this new ministry are 
considered as real constitutionalists, 
alike averse to the violent measures 
of the ultras of both parties, and at- 
tached only to the King and the 
Charter. They have accordingly 
entered upon office under the most 
favourable auspices. 

The Paris lournals of the same 
date contain the following statement 
of the present strength of the Ru\s- 
sian army. It is said to consist of 

880.000 men, divided into different 
corps, 360,000 of which are infantry, 

68.000 regular cavalry, 86,000 Cos- 
sacks, 49,600 artillery, 75,000 ma- 
rines, 100,000 belonging to the first 
line of the reserve, and 50,000 to the 
second, and 75,000 veterans. 

3.— The following singular cor- 
respondence between Cobbett and 
Sir F. Burdett appeared in a Suqjday 
paper, and discloses Cobbett’s new 
way of paying old debts. The an- 
swer of the Baronet is full of just se- 
verity, and expresses, in strong and 
pointed language, his indignant con- 
tempt for the flagitious Jesuitism of 
the most impudent and unprincipled 
turncoat of modern times. 

•To Sir Francis Burdett, Bart. 
NorlA Hampsteaclf Long Lland, 
Ju?ie20. 1817- 

Sir, — I inclose you the copy of a 
letter to Mr Tipper, which 1 beg you 
to have the goodness to read, and to 
consider the contents of if (as far as 
they relate to the liquidation of my 
debts generally) as addressed to 
yourself. In addition you will be 
pleased to underhand, that, as to the 
debt due to you, no pains siiall 
spared by me to obtain the means of 
paying it as soon as possible ; and I 
beg that you will furnish Mr White, 
my attorney, with your charge a- 
gSinst me, including inlerest, that he 
may transmit it to me,. 

1 ftpw transmit to Mr White 


Wrighfs note of han^. It^must be 
indorsed by you before J can pro- 
ceed against Wright. This rascal 
always contended that he borrowed 
the money on bis ovon account, Youi; 
word was quite sufficient to proved 
the contrary ; ipid though no part of 
it was ever made use ol'Jbr me^ and 
though the arbitrator determined a.- 
gainst my being at all responsible, I 
thought myself and still think my- 
self bound to pay you, you putting 
me in a condition to recover the mo- 
ney from him, which you can at onoe 
do by irkdorsing the note of harWl. 

I am well aware the grounds of com- 
plaint and reproach to which debtors 
always expose themselves, and 1 am 
not vain enough to expect to escape 
consequences to which all others are 
liable ; but if 1 finally pay to the last 
farthing, those grounds will be all 
swept away ; and as I am in no doubt 
of being able, in a short space of 
time, to pay every one fully, 1 anti- 
cipate with great satisfaction the day 
of my deliverance from this sort of ♦ 
thraldom. — 1 am, Sir, your most obe- 
dient and most humble servant, " 

Wm. Cobbett. 

To Mu TirPER. 

Nort/i llanij)slcad, Long Island, 
Nov. 20. 1817. 

Mr Dear Sir,— First let me ac- 
knowledge my deep sense of the kind 
manner in wliich you have uniform- 
ly spoken to Mrs Cobbett with re- 
gard to me; and then, without fur- 
ther waste of that time of which I 
^havc so little to spare, let me come 
toibusiness, and lot me lay clpwn,li'*»- 
fore 1 proceed to our own particu- 
lar affair, some principles which I 
hold to be just to my conduct to- 
wards my creditors in general. • 

If there Ijc any mnn who can pre- 
tend, for one moment, tliatr mine is 
an ordinary case, and that nut having * 
enough to pay every body, 1 ought 
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to be regarded i|s an insolvent dehior^ 
in the usual acceptation of the words ; 

, and if -he docs this after being ap- 
\prised that the whole force of an in- 
' &mous tyrani^y was embodied into 
the shape of dl'spotic ordinances, in- 
tended for the sole purpose of ta- 
king'/rom me the real, and certain, 
and IncTeasing means of paying olf 
every debt and mortgage in two 
years ; — if there be any man whose 
;^rosperity and whose means of pro- 
"“mably employing his own industry 
have remained wholly untouched and 
unaffected by these despotic and 
sudden acts of tlie Government, and 
who is yet so insensible to all feel- 
ings of liumanity as well as so will- 
ingly, blind to every (y'inciplc of ei- 
ther moral or political justice if 
there be any man who, wholly ab- 
sorbed in his attachment to his own 
ImnM^diate interest, is ready to cast 
blame on a debtor, wJio has had his 
means of paying cut off by an ope- 
ration as decisive asjhat of an earth- 
»o^uake, which should sink into eter- 
nal nothing his lands, his houses, 
and his goo^s ; — if there be any man, 
who, if he had been a creditor of 
Job, would have insisted that that ce- 
lebrated object of malignant devils’ 
wrath, which had swept away his 
flocks, his herds, his sons, and his 
daughters, was an insolvent debtor 
and a bankrupt, and ought to have 
been considered as such, spoken of* 
as such, and as such proceeded a- 
gainst : if there be any such man 
as this, to wboin 1 owe any thing, 
‘to such man I first say, that I de- 
spise him. from tln^ bottom of my 
soul ; and then I say, that if he 
dare meet me before the vf'orld in 
^ open and written charge, I pledge 
myself to coyer him with as much 
•shame and infamy as tlial, world can 
he brought to deign to bestow up- 
on so •contemptible a being. For 

such occasions as the one here sup- 

w • 

/ 


posed, if such occasion should ever 
occur, 1 reserve the arguments and 
conclusion which the subject would 
naturally suggest. To you I trust 
no such arguments are necessary, 
and therefore I will now proceed to 
st*ate explicitly my intentions with 
regard to what f shall endeavour to 
do in the way of paying off detts. I 
hold it to be perfectly just that I 
shhuld never, in any way whatever, 
give up one single farthing of my fu- 
ture earnings to the payment of any 
debt in England.* 

When the society Is too weak or 
unwilling to defend the property, 
whether mental or of a more ordi- 
nary and vulgar species, and where 
there is not the will or the power in 
the society to yield him protection, 
he becomes clearly absolved of all 
his engagements of every sort, to 
that society ; because in every bar- 
gain of every kind it is understood 
that both the parties are to continue 
to enjoy the protection of the laws 
of property. 

But from the great desire which 1 
have, not only to return to my na- 
tive country, but also to prevent the 
infamous acts levelled against me 
from injuring those persons with 
whom 1 have pecuniary engagements, 
and some of whom have become my 
creditors from feelings of friendship 
and a desire to serve me, I eagerly 
wave all claim to this principle, and 
I shall neglect no means within my 
power fully to pay and satisfy every 
demand, as far as that can be done 
consistently with that duty which 
calls on me to take ^arc that my fa- 
mily have the means of fairly cxert- 
irig their industry, and of leading 
lluit sort of life to winch they have 
a just claim. 

It is clear, however, that to do any 
ihitig in the way of paying off must* 
be* a woik of some little time, f 
place gnat dependance on the|)ro- 
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ciucc of some literary labours of great 
and general utility ; and it is of these 
that I am now about more particu- 
larly to speak, and to make you, Sir, 
a distinct proposition.* 

First, 1 must beg you to read in a 
Register^ which I now send home, a 
letter to a French scoundrel, whom 
the boroughmongers of England, by 
a robbery of us for the restoration of 
the Bourbons, have replaced in- his 
title of Count, 

When 3'^ou have read that letter, 
you will sec a part of iny designs, as 
to my present endeavours to pay my 
debts. “ The Maitre An^lois^^ has 
long been the sole work ol this kind 
in vogue on the continent of Europe, 
in England, and in America. It was 
the only book of the sort, admitted 
into the Prytanean Schools of Buo* 
naparte, where it was adopted by a 
direct ordinance. 

You will see that it is sent from 
France to England, and in this coun- 
try it is imported from France. Both 
editions (separate and coeval) are 
sold at New York, and in all the 
towns here. 1 have always been a- 
fraid to look into this book, from a 
consciousness of its imperfections, 
owing to the circumstance of haste 
under which it was originally writ- 
ten. 

You know as well as any nofan what 
the probable extent of sale and du- 
rable profit of the exclusive right to 
print such a book arc. I am now 
engaged in making this book guite 
complete, under the title of The 
English Master, by William Cobbett, , 
corrected, improved, and greatly en-* 
larged, by the author himself.” Ifypu 
understand French enough to r&d 
it with a perfect understanding of its 
meaning, yod will, if you read this 
book, easily see the causes of its 
•great celebrity. 

Its clearness, its simplicity,, its 
wonderful aptitude to its purposes, 


its engaging and convinoing proper- 
ties, make it so unlixeall the offspring 
of pedantry, that it is no wonder that 
it should have made its way in gene- 
ral esteem. I will tnakc the new ^j- 
dition supplant all the old ones imn'e- 
diaiely; and to you 1 "propose to con- 
fide the care of securing the copy- 
right both in England and France. 
A second work, and one of still more 
importance as a source of profit, is 
also now under hand, namely, ** The 
French Master ; or a Grammar * To 
teach French to English persons, by 
Williapfi Cobbett.” You will easily 
sec, that if I could, 22 years ago, ac- 
tually write a bookin the French lan- 
guage to French persons, bow able I 
must be to write a book in thq Eng- 
lish language to teach French. In- 
deed, my knowledge of the whole 
matter is-so complete, that the thin^, 
complicated and abstract as it,vis m 
its nature, is c^s easy to me as it is 
for me to walk or sit. This work, I 
will pledge my existence, will sweep 
away very speedily all competitor^ 
My children (some of them) are now 
learning French by tl\e principles 
and rules which will constitute this 
book, and this gives me every op- 
portunity of pcrceivjing and removing 
all sorts of impediments and embar- 
rassments. 

My son William wrote French at 
twelve years old better than nine- 
‘ tenths of the Frenchmen that 1 have 
ever known, or at least that I have 
ever seen write ; and both John and 
he speak now French as well as the 
greater part of Frenchmen, 
r I shall publish both these wprks, 
and secure the copyright of them, 
in America, where there is a great 
sale for books of this ' description ; 
but from the great intercourse now 
existing between England and 
France, the sale will be much more 
considerable in those countries. 

In about two months, or less,. I 
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shall send to ^^r White, to be de- 
livered to you (iF you will undertake 
, the thing) I the mattes for these two 
\works. You can secure the copy- 
‘ fights in Knglqpdf and also in France. 
It is impossible for me to say what 
will be their produeg ; and I know 
welis^lu^mmediate produce is not 
to.6e^fex{^ted; yet it’would be ir- 
rational not to believe, that these 
works must in a short time begin to 
be a source of real and substantial 
"Jh'ofit, the proceeds of which ^ 
should devote to the liquidation of 
the debts due to you ; and^if they 
exceeded that, to other purposes. 
In the meanwhile there would be 
the foundation of profit, from the 
same* source, laid in ^ this country, 
from which, however, I should for 
some time not expect any thing be- 
yond what 1 should need here. 1 
do iM)t know that there would be any 
objection to the selling of this copy- 
right in France; but I should not 
approve of this beij^'done in Eng-^ 
laiid^ because time may make them 
a source of^great profit, and further, 
bec^^sc I should not like for me or 
my sons to be precluded from future 
improvements of the works them- 
selvcsi As to Use particular applica- 
tion of the money that may arise from 
this fair and honourable source, after 
an equitable discharge of your de- 
mands on me ; and as to the precise 
mode of proceeding in thcHiusiness,* 
these must be the subject of a letter 
to accompany the manuscripts, which 
you will understand afe now in a 
state of great forwardness ; so that, 
.as^ime is valuable,J hope that yoa, 
who understand such matters so well, 
and who have so much activity and 
intelligence, will, upon the receipt 
of this letter, and upon the strength 
' of what you will see addrq^sed to the 
beggarly tool of a French blackguard 
rascally Noble jean-fbutre^ make 
.some inquir;^ amongst the race who 


trade in the fruit of men’s minds. 
You know them pretty well, and 1 
have perfect reliance on your pru- 
dence, integrity, and industry. 

1 am, you will perceive, getting 
ready a Grammar ^the English JLan- 
guage. This, which is a work which 
1 have always desired to perform, 1 
have put into the shape of a 'series 
of letters, addressed to my beloved 
soA James, as a mark of my appro- 
bation of his affectionate and dutiful 
conduct towards his mother during 
her absence from* me. 

In this work, which I have all my 
life, since I was nineteen years old, 
had in my contemplation, 1 have as- 
sembled together the fruits of all my 
observations on the construction of 
the English language; and 1 have 
given them the form of a book, not 
merely with a view to profit, but with 
a view to fair fame, and with the 
still more agreeable view of instruct- 
ing, in this foundation of all literarv 
knowledge, the great body of my ill- 
treated and unjustly contemned 
countrymen. 

1 believe it to be quite impossible 
that this work should not have a very 
extensive circulation in England 
and America, and that it should not 
be of many years’ duration in point 
of profit. Whatever part of this 
profit can, without endangering the 
well-being of my beloved and exem- 
<plary, dffectionate and virtuous fa- 
mily, be allotted to the discharge of 
my debts or incumbrances, shall, 
with scrupulous fidelity, be so allot- 
ted ; but as to this particular object, 
and aa to other sources of gain, 1 
will first take care that the acts of 
tyrannical confiscation, which have 
been put in force agqinst me, shall 
not deprive this family of the means 
not only of comfortable existence, 
but that it shall not deprive this fa^ 
mily of the means or seeking fair 
and honourable distinction in* the 
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world. It is impossible for me to say 
or to guess at what I may, with my 
constant bodily health, and with the 
aptitude and industry which are now 
become a part of me, be able to do 
in the way of literary works produc- 
tive of gain : but 1 can with certain- 
ty declare, that beyond the purposes 
of safety to my family I will retain 
or expend nothing until no man shall 
say of me that 1 owe him a farthiiig. 
With regard to any profits that may 
arise from the Register in England, 
I at present know scarcely any thing ; 
and I have not any time to digest any 
regular plan relative to that matter : 
I shall do this in the course of a short 
time. 

As I have fully apprised Mr White 
of the contents of this letter, 1 beg 
you to communicate with him on the 
subject, and to tell him very freely 
your opinion relative to the whole of 
its contents. I have, all circumstan- 
ces considered, a very strong desire 
to retain my real property in that 
country, which I so ardently love, 
and to which I have preserved, 
through all circumstances, so inva- 
riable a fidelity ; and though I would 
abandon that object rather than do 
any act of real injustice, 1 will never, 
while the present infamous abroga- 
tion of the laws of my forefathers 
exists, set my hand to any d'eed, or 
give, either expressly or tacitly, my 
sanction to so infamous a violation 
of my rights, as well as of the rights 
of all. 

We shall hardly be able to get the 
manuscript off before the month of 
January next, lyit in the mean while 
I shall be glad to hear from you, and 
to receive from you any suggestiods 
that you may think useful. 

1 have the* pleasure to tell you 
that we all enjoy excellent health ; 
find 1 assure you that it will give us 
all great pleasuio lo have the same 


sort of account fropi yourself, Mrs 
T., and family. 

1 am, my d^ar Sir, your most o- 
bedient and most humble servant, 
William CobbettH 

The reply ,of Sir l*Vanc!s Bur- 
den:-: - f 

To Mr Williaw Co^bbectT* 

Si Jameses Placc^ Jmu 81 . 1818 , 

Sir, — 1 have just received yours 
of the 20tli November, and carefully^ 
a^nd according to your desire, pel-: 
used the inclosed to Mr Tipper. 

It is rot my intention to enter into 
any controversy respecting the ho- 
nesty or dishonesty of paying or not 
paying debts according to the con- 
venience of the party owing It 
seems that if it should ever suit your 
convenience, and take nothing from 
the comfohs and enjoyments of your- 
self and family, such comforts and 
enjoyments, and means too of dis- 
tinguishing themselves, as you think 
they are entitled to, all this being 
previously s^rc-fifred, then you think' 
yourself bound to pay your debts ; 
if, on the contrary, tha^ cannot be 
effected without sacrifices on your 
and their part, in that case your cre- 
ditors have no claim to prefer and 
you no duty to perform. You then 
stand absolved, rectus in Jhro con- 
scientuc, and for this singular reason, 
because those who lent you their 
bioney wnen you were in difficulty 
and distress, in order to save you and 
your family from ruin, were and are 
unable to protect you either against 
your own fears, or the power of an 
arbitrary Government, under wb'ch 
they have the misfortune to live, 
and to il^hicli they are equally ex- 
posed. These principles, which are 
laughable in iheory, aj-c detestable 
in practice. That you should not 
only entertain and act upon, but 
openly avow them, and bliiuV your 
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own understanding, or think to blind 
that of others, by such flimsy pre- 
tences,* is one more melancholy proof 
\of the facility with which self-into- 
i:est can assunijc the mask of hypo- 
^isy, and by ^leans of the weakest 
sophistry, overpower, the strongest 
undetkan^ing. Jlow true *is our 
cufnmdh law maxim, that no man 
is ah upright judge in Ins own cause ; 
how truly and prettily said by the 
«J^rcnch, “ La Nature se pipe nor 
"Tfess truly, though more grossly in 
English, “ Nature’s her own bawd. 

In expressijig my abhori^ncc of 
tlie principles you lay down for your 
conduct, and concerning which you 
challenge my opinion a little unfair- 
ly, considering the, ridicule with 
which you at the same time threaten 
to overwhelm the unfortunate wight 
who presumes to differ frohi them, I 
do not desire that you should act up- 
on any other with regard to me ; I 
should be sorry your family were put 
to any inconvenieng^ On my account; 
should your circumstknocs ever prove 
so prosperous as to enable you to 
discharge your debts without in- 
fringing upon those new principles of 
moral obligation you have adopted, 
and which for tbc first time since the 
commencement of the world, have, I 
believe, been, though frequently act- 
ed on, openly promulgated. As to 
complaint or reproach, they are the 
offspring of weakness and f611y ; dis- 
dain should stifle them ; but nothing 
can or ought to stifle the expression 
of disgust every honest mind must 
at the want of integrity in the 
pqficiples you proqjaim, and of feel- 
' ing and generosity in the sentiments 
you express. — 1 am. Sir, your most 
obedient and most humble servant, 

. F. Burdett. 

• 6. — The late miser, Mr Courtois, 

whose death, at an advanced age, has 
just happened, was for many years a 
iiair-dress(*r in the metropolis. By 
^lint of extraordinary exertions in 


various ways, and tlii^ough a most 
rigid system of economy in his ex- 
enditure, this man (who seemed to 
ave no small portion of the Char- 
teris and the Elves blended in his 
composition) died immensely rich^ 
having amassed, according to con- 
fident reports, nearly L. 200,0001 
Old Courtois was long well known in 
the purlieus of St Martin’s and the 
H^ymarket. His appearance was 
meagre and squalid, and his clothes, 
such as they were, were pertinaci- 
ously got up in exactly the same cut 
and fashion, the colour being always 
either fawn or morone. For the last 
thirty years, the venerable chapeau 
was uniformly of the same cock. 
The principal fact, however, in which 
this fervent votary of Plutus appear- 
ed before the public, was his curious 
and nearly fatal affair with the unfor- 
tunafe Mrs Maria Theresa Phepoe. 
About twenty years ago, this ill-fated 
woman projected a rather bungling 
scheme, in order to frighten her old 
acquaintance and visitor, Courtois. 
out of a considerable sum of money. 
One evening, when she was certain 
of his calling, she had her apartment 
prepared for his reception in a spe- 
cies of funereal style — a bier, a black 
velvet pall, black wax candles light- 
ed, &c. No sooner had the old 
friend entered the room, than the 
lady, assisted by her maid, pounced 
on him, forced him into an arm chair, 
in which he was forcibly held down 
by the woman, while the lady, bran- 
dishing a case knife or razor, swore, 
with some violent imprecations, that 
instant death should^be his lot, if he 
did not give her an order on his 
bunker for a large sum of money. 
The venerable visitor, alarmed at the 
gloomy preparations and dire threats 
of the desperate female, asked for pen, 
ink, and paper, which being immc-> 
diatcly produce^l, he wrote a check 
on his banker for (we believe) ‘two 
thousand pounds. He immediately’ 
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retired with precipitation, happy to 
escape without personal injury. The 
next morning, before its opening, he 
attended at the bank with some po- 
lice myrmidons, and, on Mrs Plie- 
poe’s making her appearance with 
the check, she was arrested, and 
subsequently tried at the Old Bailey, 
on a capital charge grounded on 
the above proceedings. However, 
through the able defence made*by 
her counsel (now Mr Justice Field- 
ing,) who took a legal objection to 
the case as proved, and contended 
that she never had or obtained any 
property of Mr Courtois, on the prin- 
ciple that possession constituted the 
first badge of ownership, she was 
eventually acquitted. Truth, how- 
ever, obliges us to add, that Mrs 
Phepoc, who was once connected 
with a respectable family in th/j sis- 
ter island, was in about four years 
after capitally convicted on a 
charge of cutting and maiming a poor 
woman, for which she suffered the 
last penalty of the law. Some years 
since, the late Lord Gage met Cour- 
tois, at the court-room of the East 
India house, on an election business. 

Ah, Courtois,*’ said his Lordship, 
“ what brings you here?” “ To 
give my votes, my Lord,” was the 
answer. “ What! are you a pro- 
prietor ?” “ Most certainly.” And 
more votes than one?” “ Yes, my 
Lord, I have four.” ** Aye, in- 
deed I Why, then, before you take 
the book, pray be kind enough to 
pin up my curls !” with which mo- 
dest request the proprietor of four ^ 
votes, equal toL.10,000, immediate- 
ly complied. 

7.— The King’s jewels were this 
day discovered in the following re- 
markable manner Mr Bundle and 
Mr Bridge, of the firm of Bundle, 
bridge, and B\indle, had been en- 
gaged, for several days before this 
circfimstancc occurred, in estimat- 


ing the value of hqr late Majesty’s 
jewels, previous to their ** being 
sold, and their produce divided a- 
mong her Majesty’s four daugh-'^^ 
ters.” On the Wednesday pre- 
ceding, Messrs Bundle and Bridge 
finished the valuation, which was im- 
mediately notified to his Rj6ya}JHigh- 
ness the Prince Regent.* As soon 
as he heard it, he attended at Buck- 
ingham-housc, to see them divided 
among his Royal sisters. The Prin^i 
cr^ss Augusta was present at the 
meeting for this purpose. On the 
jewels being apportioned into four 
several heaps of equal value, a ques- 
tion arose aboVit the manner in which 
they were to be deposited, until it 
should be necessary to re-produce 
them. One of tht female attendants 
suggested^ that in a lumber room, 
not very far distant from her late 
Majesty’s apartments, a number of 
empty boxes w*fere stowed, which had 
been used on former occasions as 
cases, in whlpk the royal jewels 
had been cSVried to and from the 
Bank of England, (whefe they are 
usually deposited,} to Buckingham- 
house; and ** perhaps,” said she, 

•• these may serve the purpose for 
which they arc Whntcd, without 
troubling Messrs Bundle and Bridge 
to send for fresh packages from their 
house in town.” The suggestion 
was thoi^ght good ; and the boxes 
were accordingly ordered to be pro- 
duced before the royal company. 
In examining one of them, which on 
first sight appeared to be filled with 
nothing more than the lawn or silver 
jidper, in which jewellery is in gene- 
ral enveloped, the King’s sword, 
star, loop, garter, and other jewels, 
were unexpectedly discovered. The 
discovery took place in the presence 
of the Regent himself, who express- 
ed uncommon delight at the occur- 
rence. 

8. — The will of her, late Majesty 
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was this day proved ill Doctors’ Com- 
mons) by Lord Arden and General 
Taylor,* the executors. The per- 
sonal property is sworn to as being 
under L.14D)0GIQ. The will is in sub- 
stance as follows : — Her Majesty di- 
rects hpr (^ebts, and the legacies and 
wnuities given by her will/ to be 
paid out of the personality, or out of 
the sale of personals, if there Is not 
sufficient in her Majesty’s treasury 
^**0 provide for those payments. Her 
-"^^jesty states her property to con* 

; of a real estate in New Windsor, 
called the Lower Lodge, ancUof per- 
sonals of various descriptions, which 
are classed as follows: — 1. Those 
which the King purchased for 
L.50,900 and presented to her, (sup- 
posed on her marsittge.) 2. Those 
presented to her by the Nabob of Ar- 
cot. 3. Those purchased by herself, or 
being presents made on birth-days or 
other occasions. In the event of the 
King surviving, and being restored 
*from his malady, P^Majesty be- 
queaths to him the jelJ^Tris which he 
purchased dhd gave her. Her Ma- 
jesty^ives the jewels presented by 
the Nabob of Arcot to her four re- 
maining daughters, directing those 
jewels to be sold, and the produce 
divided amongst the four daughters, 
subject to*the charge of debts, &c. 
The remaining jewels she gives e- 
qually amongst the four daughters 
just mentioned, to be divided accord-* 
ing to a valuation to be made of 
them. The house and ground at 
Frogmore, and the Shawe establish- 
t, her Majesty gives to the Prin- 
.cesa Augusta Sophia. Her book^ 
plate, house-linen, china, pictures, 
drawings, prjnts, all articles of orna- 
mental furniture, and all other valua- 
bles and personals, she directs to be 
‘divided in equal shares, according to 
a valuation to be made, amongst her 
four younger daughters. Her Ma- 


jesty appoints Lord Arden and Ge- 
neral Taylor trustees for the pro- 
perty bequeathed to her daughters 
Elizabeth and Mary ; stating that 
property to be left to them for their 
solp benefit, and independent of any 
husbands they have or may have, and 
she also appoints Lord Arden, and 
General Taylor her executors. The 
will is dated November 16, 1818, 
(thS day before her Majesty’s death.) 
It is in the hand-writing of General 
Taylor ; and two qf the attesting wit- 
nesses arc Sir Francis Millman and 
Sir Henry Halford. 

By an act passed in the 18th of 
George IL, a sum of L.20,000 was 
provided for the owners of any ship 
that should first find out and sail 
through a north-west passage from 
Hudson’s Straits to the western and 
southern oceans of America ; and in 
the 26th of the King, the reward was 
extended to the discovery of a »orfA- 
ern passage^ by sea, between the 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, and for 
the first approach by sea within one 
degree of the Pole. These acts are 
now repealed ; and by a new act of 
last session, the reward of L. 20,000 
is to be given for discovering a pas- 
sage by sea between the Atlantic and 
Pacific Oceans; and to those who 
shall fir^t approach tviMn one degree 
of the Pole, a reward of L. 5,000. 
And to encourage Nittempts which 
may not be accomplished, a propor- 
tionate reward may be adjudged by 
the Commissioners for the discovery 
of the longitude, who are to be guid- 
^ed in their judgment by the inspec- 
tion of the ship’s papers; and the 
Privy-Council are to direct the pro- 
portions of the reward. The regu- 
lation of the Commis^oners’ meet- 
ings are also undef^ the direction of 
the Council. Lord Colchester, D. Gil- 
bert, Esq., Colonel Mudge, Dr Wol-* 
laston. Dr Young, and Captain Ka- 
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ter were appoihtcd Commissioners^ 
until January 1. 1820. 

At a Court of Contributors to tbe 
Jloyal Infirmary, held a few days 
prior to this date, some discussion 
took place of which it may be proper 
to give a brief outline. A long re- 
port from a committee was read, in 
whicli ample justice was done to the 
exertions of the Managers for the 
last year ; and it cannot be doub'ced 
that, considering the important avo- 
cations and serious duties which many 
of them had to attend to, their inde- 
fatigable attention to the interests 
of this great charity merited particu- 
lar praise. A motion was also made 
for the appointment of Visitors to as- 
sist the Managers in keeping up a 
continual surveillance over the Hos- 
pital ; but it was withdrawn, on the 
understanding that the subject would 
be taken into consideration by the 
Managers, and brought again before 
the Court, should they deem it ne- 
cessary. Some questions were also 
put respecting a sum of above 
L.l 1,000, which was recently in the 
hands of the Magistrates of Edin- 
burgh, at the rate of 4^ percent; 
respecting the quality of the broth 
served out to the patients, and the 
circumstance of two wards being 
kept empty, as was supposed, while 
several fever patients had been re- 
jected for want^f room. It was ex- 
plained, that the two wards in ques- 
tion were* used for airing bedding, 
and for other purposes of cleanliness 
necessary to the Hospital ; and as to 
the other questions, it was agreecl^ 
that they should be reduced to writ- 
ing, and answered at the next meet- 
ing of the Court. 

About the^beginning of January, 
Cathcruie PauloWna, sister of the 
Emperor Alexander, widow by her 
•first marriage of Prince Peter Fre- 
derick George of . llolstein-Olden- 
bui^h, and married, on the 21th of 


January 1816, to the King of Wur- 
temberg, then Prince. Itoyal, by 
whom she had two princesses, was 
attacked with a rheumatic fever, in 
the course of whiclv on erysipelas 
having seized on the brain, occasion- 
ed an attack oCepilepsy, which termi- 
nated her existence on the bih of 
January, at the age of little mere 
than thirty. 

9. — The proceedings of tl>e Court- 
Martial which condemned Messrt^ 
^Vrbuthnot and Ambrister have be, 
laid before Congress, and publisl’^®^* 
in most of the London dail}'' papers. 
The charges against Mr Arbuthnot 
were three in number : — 1st, Ex- 
citing the Creek Indians to war a* 
gainst the Urvjted States, he being a 
subject of Great Jlritain, with which 
the said States were at peace. 2d, 
Acting as a spy, and aiding the ene* 
my — supplying them with the means 
of war. 3^, Exciting the Indians to 
murder W. Hambly and E. Doyle, 
subjects qfihn Spanish Government. 
The Court-^arlial found it bad no 
right to try Mr A. oi. the third 
charge, and no evidence was produ- 
ced of his being a spy. The first, 
and the latter part of the second 
charge were alone established, and 
on them Mr A. was found guilty. 
The evidence in support, of the first 
allegation consists, for the most part, 
of Mr A’s. own letters addressed to 
* Governflr Cameron of the Bahamas ; 
Mr Bagot, our Ambassador at Wash- 
ington ; Colonel Nicholl, a British 
officer ; his son, and certain Ameri- 
can agents. It is clear, howas^r, 
ihat these charges ought not to b^vc 
involved the slightest punishment. 
Arbuthnot, or any other individual, 
hud an unquestionable right to sup- 
ply the Indians with aiuns and ammu- 
nition. Jhe Creeks and Seminoles 
w'cre communities absolutely inde- 
pendent of the United States; con- 
sequently owed them no allegtar.ce ; 
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are noirliere deii 0 nii 0 atc^ iiifturTOiits^ 
or their wat taflced of a» rebellioii : 
and hence their white ministers or 
associates were not the movers or 
abettors of treason against the UnN 
ted States, for.they owed the Repu- 
blic of North America no allegiance, 
•gnd^ere merely* engaged in traffic 
with free and independent commu- 
nities. But General Jackson thought 
differently ; for, in his official order, 
■he says, that it is an established 
principle of the law of nations, thyt 
an^ individual^ a nation^ making war 
against the citizens of any other na* 
tiouy they being at peace^ forfdts his 
aUegiance^ and becomes an outlcew and 
a pirate** So far is this^ however, 
from^heiim: a part of international 
law, that had iVip/^rbuthnot been 
taken on tbe £eid of battif, he must 
have been' considered a prisoner of 
waiv; for ** Volunteers,*^ says Vat- 
tel, ** when tak^ by the enemy, 
are treated as ijP they belonged to 
the army in which fight.’* But, 
further. General JacsiHm’s exposi^ 
tion of the law of nations is not only 
utte{ly fallacious, but comes with tlm 
worst possible grace from the Ame- 
ricanis. ^9,0 say it is utterly falla- 
cious suppose Prince Eugene 
of Savby a prisoner to Louis XIV. 
white tne Court of Turin was at 
eace with France, would it ever 
ave been dreamed of to put him to 
death as an outlaw and aspirate i*^ 
General Benigsen, a native of Ha- 
nover, fought the battles' of Eylau 
and Friedland against Bonaparte, 
Jhn\ in free possession of his native < 
.elwctorate; but it%^ever occurred 
even to the person who had caused 
D’Enghien jto be shot for a pretend- 
ed violation of the law of nations, to 
denounce Benigsen as a traitor. But 
'this new. doctrine comes with the 
worst possible grace from the Ame- 
ricans: From the very commence- 
Q0iot of the^ American Revolution, 
VOL. XII. PART ir. 


and long befbrw th# CSdfWS df 
sailles h^d espoustsd tfaevr eaiisie^ Lat , 
Fayette, and many othef Frendnisaa, 
had joined their standard. But the 
monstrous idea that these Frenelm 
men might be treated like ** out* 
laws” and pirates” never suggett^ 
ed itself to any individual, it must 
therefore follow, that Mr Arbuttmot < 
was illegally tried, unjustly sentbii* 
ceS, and barbarously executed. ~ 
The case of Ambrister is still of a 
darker and moje malignant com* 
plexion. He was accused, ** Isf, Of 
aiding the enemy ; and 2d, Of lead* 
ing and commanding them.” The 
court-martial found the charges pro* 
ved, and sentenced Ambrister to 
be publicly whipped and confined 
with a chaip for twelve mcmths. 6e* 
neral Jackson disappraoed of this 
sentence, and, on his own responri* 
btlity, ordered the miserable man to 
be shot That this was a foul and 
atrocious murder h usquestion* 
able ; but, although the transaction 
excited very general indignotum 
throughout the Union, notbmg Ims 
been done by the American Govern* 
ment to wipe otf this deep stain on 
its honour, or to atone mr such a 
shameful violation of l^ry principle 
that is most {generally acknowledged 
in the Ipw of nations. 

The will of the late Lord Ellen* 
borough was this day proved in Doc- 
tors* Commons. Ine personal pro- 
perty was sworn under"X.200,000; 
and it is in substance as follows : He 
gives to Lady EUenborougb Ii.1260 
per annum for her Hie, whieh,^^firilli 
the further sum of I»74Aj9er ami^ 
secured to her by marriage settle^ 
ment, will make an annuity of 
L. 2000 to her for ]jfe. He also 
gives her all the Household fornittire 
and pictures in his bouse in St. 
James’s Square. To bis eldest sont 
Edward, (now Lord EBenboroimh,) 
he gives alt seals upon whicn bis 
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arms, Ac. afe engraved, and also his 
coat of arms, emblazoned by Sir 
Isaac Heard ; also the remaining half 
of the plate, all the horses, , cattle, 
live and dead stock, Ac. He gives 
to Lady Ellenborough L.200 for a 
present supply of cash at his death. 
He gives to his natural daughter. 
Miss Elizabeth Thornton, L.2000, 
with interest from his death to the 
time of payment. He devises the 
Manor of Thorby-hall, and all his 
other hereditaments, to his son Ed- 
ward, for life, with remainder to his 
heirs-male ; and on failure of issue, 
to his second son and his issue ; and 
so on in succession to all his other 
sons and their issue, with remainder, 
on failure of issue of all of them, to 
his own right heirs. He directs the 
house in St James’s Square, with 
such furniture as is fitted to it, to be 
sold, and gives the proceeds, with 
all his remaining personal estate, to 
be equally divided amongst bis nine 
younger children, and such others 
as might be afterwards born in his 
life time, or with which Lady Ellen- 
bbrough might be pregnant at his 
death, on their attaining 21 years of 
age, dr being married, with benefit 
of sorvivorsbiji as usual. He directs 
that Lady Ellenborough shall be paid 
a suitable sum for the maintenance 
of such of tbe younger children as 
shall remain wi;h her, out of their 
respective fortunes, at the discretion 
of his executors, Hugh Leycester, 
Es’q^ and his brother Ewan Law, 
Esq;., with the advice of Lord Sid- 
mouth, Chief- Justice Gibbs, an^ Mr 
Sergeant Lens^ whose decision . he 
directs to be taken upon, all^^ diffe- 
rences that may arise under his wHl. 
The will is dated on the 20th of 
March 181 7,^ and* was re-published 
on the 8th of June following, in or- 
%ler to pass lands subsequently pur- 
chased at Shipley, Jn Northumoer- 
land; and again on the 2l6t of Au- 


gust following, to pass lands at Oak- 
ley-green, Bucks, since acquired by 
conveyance from Lady Ellenbo- 
rough. There is also a codicil, da- 
ted May 11. 1818, by which his 
Lordship directs, that in case the 
shares of his younger children should 
exceed L.10, 000 each, his eldeV^ son 
Edward is to participate with tbepi 
in the surplus. The will and codi- 
cils are all in his Lordship’s own 
handwriting, and they are attested, 
by his tipstaff and two servants. The 
devises of the real estates are ex- 
pressed .with as much brevity as is 
strictly consistent with their being 
legally operative ; and they conclude 
with a clause stating his Lordship’s 
wish to avoid prolixity, and h^ de- 
sire that the several devises shall o- 
perate agreeably to his meaning, in 
as complete a manner as if more for- 
mally expressed. 

11. lloM£.-<Tyesterday the last ho- 
nours were paid Co the remains of 
the Queen or £^^in, who died here 
on the 2d4eolaDt. The body was 
conveyed with great pemp to the 
Basilica of the Vatican, at the en- 
trance of which it was met and re- 
ceived by Cardinal Mattel. On this 
occasion the same,«ceremonial was 
observed as in 1689, in the obsc- 
uies of Christina, Queen of Swe- 
en, and in 1735, in the case of 
Maria-Clementina Sobieski, wife of 
Alamejt IH. of England. 

IS. Proclaiming the Shiloh. 
~A lamentable instance of the ef- 
fects of infatuation and religious en- 
thusiasm was this day cxhibited^rA^ 
the Police Office, Guildhall. Sa- 
muel Sibley and Maria Catherine 
Sibley bis wife, Samuel Jones and 
his son, a . boy of ten years old, Tho- 
mas Jones, John Aqgel, Thomas 
Smith, James Dodd, and Edward 
Slater, a boy of twelve years of age, 
were brought up from the Compter, 
by Beaton and Gibbon, officers of 
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Cordirainers’ Ward, who had with 
great difficulty/and at the hazard of 
their own lives, rescued the prison- 
ers from the fury of an immense mob, 
in Budge-ro^« Cannon-street, about 
^ten o’clock , yesterday morning. 
These deluded peoj^e were, it ap-» 
^pcaired, disciples of the lately ^mous 
Joanna Southcott, and conceived 
themselves directed by God to pro- 
claim the coming of the Shiloh on 
•oarth* For this purpose, they assem- 
bled at the west end of the town, in 
order to enter the only gate of tfic 
great city ( Temple- bar ), ^through 
which they marched in procession a- 
bout nine o’clock in the morning. 
They were each decorated with a 
white cockade, and vj^ore a small star 
of yellow ribaiuLtfvirtheir left breast. 
Sibley led the procession, bearing a 
brazen trumpet adorned with light 
bUie ribands, and the boys carried 
each a flajg of blue ailk. In this man- 
ner they proceeded through Fleet- 
street, up Ludgajfii^il], and along 
St Paul’s ChurcIi-yfiAdr to Budge- 
row, a grOat crowd following them, 
inc|[easing continually as they pro- 
ceeded. Having arrived, as they 
supposed, in the middle of the great 
city, they halted}, and began to per- 
form their ceremonies. Sibley sound- 
ed the trumpet, and proclaimed ^the 
second corning of the Shiloh, the 
Prince of Peace, on earth ; and hie 
wife cried out aloud, “ Wd ! wo \ td 
the inhabitants of the earth, be- 
cause of the coming of the Shi- 
loh.” This cry was repeated i^- 
times, and joined in with a loud^ 
veiceby the others^ company. The 
crowd was by this tuhwdunmenie, e- 
very avenue was stopped up, and the 
passage of* carts ancl.ca^iages ren- 
dered impossible. The mob began 
• with laughing and shoutmg,at these 
miserably deluded people, and at 
length proceeded to pelting them 
mud and every sort of missile 


they could procure. They, on their 
part, being most of them stout ybung. 
men, resisted, and the fight became 
general and tremendous. The flags 
were torn dorwn, and Sibley and hie 
associates with great difficulty pre* 
sd^ved, by the exertions of the offi- 
cers, from falling victims to the in« 
furiated rage of the mob. Thcfir ap- 
pearance, when put to the bar, be- 
spbke the dangers they had gone 
tnrough ; the men had all been roll- 
ed in the mud, and Sibley bore evi- 
dent marks of Science in his face. 
On being called upon by the Magis- 
trate to give an account of their con- 
duct, Sibley, with an air of authori- 
ty, directed the others to be silent, 
and, addressing the Alderman, said, 
he regretted there was not time for 
him to enter into the particulars of 
the mission of God to him. He had 
been* commanded by a voice, through 
the boy Slater, to announce that tne 
Prince of Peace was come upon 
earth. He was commanded to pro- 
claim the second coming of Shiiob,^ 
in the same manner, and with the 
same authority, as John the Baptist 
had proclaimed his first coming. 
This proclamation he was to make 
three times in the midst of the great 
city, by the ‘sound of the trumpet* 
He and his companions obey- 
ing the* commands of^Gbdi and Jn so 
doing had condWQted themselves 
peaceably, and interfered with uq 
o^^ .when they were alt^ed by the 
mob. .He was proceeding" to explain 
the nature of the visions with if hich 
the boy had been favoured, and his 
wife liras ra&ing hef voice to .bear 
testimony to tne fact of the Shiloh 
being on earthy wJiom she said she 
had had in her arms four times, when 
the Magistrate interriljpted them, and 
observed, tb^t it was evident, if they 
were not insane, that they were act^ 
ing under a strong delusion, and 
pointed out to them how much^et-- 
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ter they would have been employed 
in pursuing their regular avocations, 
t hflti in being the cause of public 
riot, and endangering |heir own per- 
sons. The men in reply said, it was 
right they should obey God; but 
they would do whatever the Magis- 
trate directed, assuring him, at the 
lime, that nevertheless the Shi- 
loh was come. The Alderman said 
he would not rely on their promile, 
but detain them ail in custody till 
they could procure some better as- 
suruce than their" own words for 
their peaceable demeanour in futur^ 
They were accordingly conveyed 
back to the Compter in two coaches, 
to protect them from the mob. The 
male prisoners are journeymen me- 
chanics, and appeared to be simple, 
deluded, but peaceable men. 

Horrible CiKCOMSTANCE.—§ome 

soldiers of the 34th regiment were 
lately brought to trial at Jersey, wd 
two of them condemned to suffer 
death. Only one of them, however, 
named Hales, was left for execution. 
Accordingly, he was, in due time, 
brought out to the scaffold; and, al- 
ter having finished his devotions, 
turned off. He had not hung above 
a minute and a half, when the exe- 
cutioner, taking hold of the convul- 
sed body, suspended himseff on it. 
By his additional weight the rope 
gave way, so th^Uhe crinfinal s feet 
touched the ground; The execu* 
tioner thtd^pulled him sideways, 
with a view to strangle him, and not 
being able to efect his purpose tto 
way, got upon ■ his shotdders; To 
the astonishment of idl, however, the 
criminal rose upon his feet, with the 
hangman on his shoulders, and dis- 
engaged the rope from his throat 
with his fingers. The Sheriff order- 
ed another r6pe to be prepared, but 
the spectators interfered, and, ' at 
length, the Sheriff agreed that, be- 


fore proceeding farther, the will of 
the Magistracy shodld be known ; 
but the Chief Magistrate not being 
in town, the Commander-in-chief or- 
dered the unhappy mgn to be car- 
ried back to prison. Jbe matter was 
then drferred, ^nd the execution of 
the science, suspended till his Ma- ■ 
jesty’s pleasure should be known. 
Peutions were in the meantime for- 
warded in behalf of the sufferer,andn 
free pardon speedily procured. This 
hprrid scene has, as might have been 
expected, excited the most power- 
ful sensation. 

14. France.— At the Cour d* As- 
sizes o( Tarn, a second trial has ta- 
ken place relative to the assassination 
of Fualdds, which lately excited so 
lively an intereslft*'>:oughont France, 
and indeed the whole of Europe. 
The point'at issue upon this occasion 
seems to have related to certain 
plots, machinations, and manmuvres, 
formed, it is said, and carried on in 
the very sancR^ry of justice iteel^ 

« pour perdre des irmocens}** and 
the pertons accused wert Constant, 
Yence, and Bessidres-Vaynac. .Tbo 
evidence adduced being of the most 
improbable and contradictory cha- 
racter, and an ah‘4i having been pr^ 
ved, viz. that the accused were ab- 
sent from Rodez on the day of the 
horrid murder of Fualdds, the Jury, 
after being inclosed for three hours, 
\eturned*a verdict, acquitting the 
prisoners of ell connection with the 
plots and machinations above allud- 
ed to, ’or being in any way accessory 
xto the assassination of the unto»4i’-._ 
nate Fualdes, either before or after 
the fact, o'*'* , ^ ■ 

21. Paris.— This being the An- 
niversary of the Death of Louis XVIa, 
was celebrated at St. Dennis wiA 
great pomp and solemnity. The Bi« 


Crcai puui|» auaA ^ 

shop of Albi performed service, an^d 
the Abbe of Quelen the reading of the 
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Testament* The King, attended by 
all the Princes, Functionaries, and 
foreign Ministers, was present du- 
ring the service. 

25. The Hiigh Court of Justiciary 
^having this day met, the Lord Ad- 
vocate read the fpllawing report re- 
to the esteclition of Rohm 
Johnston, the particulars of which 
are recorded m our last volume: 

Jn reference to the desire express- 
«»ed by their Lordships, to be inform- 
ed of the result of the inquiry whi^h 
had been directed to be made, con- 
cerning the occurrences at«the exe- 
cution of Robert Johnston, on the 
30th of December last, in pursuance 
of a sentence of this Court, a pre- 
cogni^n, containirig a full detail of 
the circumstaao«.^ which had then 
occurred, and of all the precautions 
previously adopted by the Magi- 
strates of Edinburgh, was taken be- 
fore the Sheriffdepute of the coun- 
ty of Edinburgh, and laid before the 
Lord Advocate ;«f4S’ni which it ap- 
peared, that while, in p^int of fact, 
the result ftf the investigation, as to 
disgovering the persons principally 
concerned in the riot and attempt to 
carry off the body of^e criihinal, bas 
been unsucces^ul, notwithstanding 
ever^ exertion on the part of the 
Sheriff-depute, the Lora Advocate, 
after giving the matter the most de- 
liberate consideration, has been abl^ 
to form an opinion that there are no 
grounds for any proceedings, at his 
instance, against tbe Magistrates of 
Edinburgh ; that, in other respec^. 
«J»e=^as confident such measure 
^ i^uld be taken as t))e^rcumstancls 
of the case requirea^"'b 5 those on 
whom that duty was incumbent ; and 
tbat> in conformity with what was 
done in ^he cose of James Macgre- 
gor Aias Drummond, on Abe 22a of 



afterwards,) a copy of tfac whole 
^precognition had been lodged in the 
nandspf the Court, for the informa- 
tion and satisfaction of their Lord- 
ships.’* At the suggestion of the 
^ord Justice-Clerk, the Court ap- 
proved of the conduct of the Lord 
Advocate, and, for that reason, or- 
dered the precognition to be returned 
up opened to his Lordship ; as, from 
the explanation given, and there be- 
ing no point to decide, the Court 
judged it unnecessary to inspect it. 

The Anniversary of Burns’s Birth 
was celebrated at Dumfries by a 
numerous and respectable meeting, 
at which Mr John Macdiarmid, Edi- 
tor of the Dumfries and Galloway 
Courier, delivered a most appropriate 
and eloquent speech on the poetic 
character and genius of our national 
Bar^. 

The notorious Henry Hunt, who 
a short time ago presided at a re- 
form meeting at Manchester, has 
addressed a letter to his Royal High- 
ness the Commander-in-chief, coni- 
plaining of some outrages committed ' 
on him at the Theatre of titet place, 
by some officers of the 7th Regiment 
pi Hussars. The whole appears to 
have been a mere frolic. 

SO. Tbe Danish Government has 
succeeded in n^dtiatihg a loan with 
some merchan^^f Hamburgh and 
Altona, to the anabimt of 6,000,000 
'marks Banpo^ ixcsrl^j^L. 500,000 
Sterling, at the preaehtTate of the 
exchange with this country. The 
bouse of Black, with that of May- 
er, Trier, and Jeniscb, a mem- 
ber of the Senate, have taken each 
one million; the remainder is sub- 
scribed for by three merchants of 
Hamburgh, and four et Altpha* Tbe 
terms appear to* be extremely fa- 
vourable to the contractors : the loap 
is said to have been concluded at 
*624, producing-an interest of fpll 8 
per cent. The whole of the loan is 
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to bc'redeemed in the manner adopt- lected to the Legislat.ure of Virginia; 
cd by the Prussian Government, 1% and the same year (1810) elected the 
turenty-eight years, and a pdxiiolb of Governor of tliat State. In 1811 he 
the Royal domains has been mort- was appointed Secretary of State; 
gaged for the repayment. and on the capture Of Washington in 

Ameuica.— -James Monroe, t|ie 181 ^, he was bold and patriotic e- 
Frcsldent of the United States, is a nough jto accept . the appointment 
native of Virginia; he was born in (temporarily) of Secretary of Wiip- " 
1759 ; and in 1776, though so young. From the Treasury Report it ap- 
he took part with his countrymeh^in pears that the public Revenue of the 
their resistance to the parent state. United States, in the present year, a- 
At the battle of Trenton, December mounts to 28,000,000 of dollars, Ica*^ 
26, 177G, his should,cr-bone was bro- ving a surplus of 2,000,000 over the 
ken by a musket-ball, and he was so expenditure. The unredeemed debt 
dangerously wounded that his life is nearly 100,000,000. It appears, 
was despaired of. His bravery and however, notwithstanding this appa- 
good conduct caused General Wash- rent prosperous state of the revenue, 
ington to promote him to a captain- that all the State Banks, from Cin- 
cy; he was afterwards appointed cinnati to Kent^'cky, have ob- 
Aide-de-camp to Major-General liged to suspenU^each' payments. 
Stirling, and subsequently Colonel A general gloom overhangs the mo- 
of a Regiment. In 1782 he was c- nied institutions of the country; a 
lected to the Legislature of Virginia, common medium of circulacien, 
In 1783 we find him a Member of the which was expected from the nation* 
old Congress. In 1787 he was again al establishment, has not been rea* 
elected to the Legislature ofVirgi- lized in practuJfe : specie is above 
nia. In 1788 he was a Member of par; the National Bank shares are 
the Virginia Convention, which rati- below those of the State'^ or Provin- 
fied the’ present constitution of the cial Banks ; greav^ disappointments 
United States. In 1790 he was e- have been fcli|>y aU classes of spe- 
lected a Senator of tli^ United States^ culators ; larg^sums of money have 
He continued in the United States^ been lost, and rauchf®distress is expe- 
Sehate cntit 1704, when he was se- ricnced throughout all the commer- 
lected by President Washington to cial towns. 

represent the Urijfi<?d States as Mi- Africa. — A new mission for ex- 

nistcT to the Fpcfich Republic. On ^^ploring |he interior of Afirica has 
his returnfi^ France he was elect- been undertaken, under the direction 
ed GoverflSrpf his native State, and of Mr Ritchie, late Private Secretary 
in 1799 concluded the constitutional to our Ambassador at Paris. His 
term for holding that office. In 1802 >*Dmpanipn and second in the i^lssion 
Mr Monroe was sent, by President Lieutenant Lyon, lato of hisTMs-- 
Jefferson, to France, to negotiate the jbsty^s ship Albion, now. atf Malta, 
purchase of Louisiana, which was ap- w|io volitiitt^S^d, and was dpipointed 
compl^shed entirely to the'" satisfac- at the recommendation, of Admiral 
tion of the nation. ^ Having succeed- Sir Charlef Penrose, as being pe- 
ed in his hegotiations .at Paris, in culiarly qualified for ‘this service. 

i 803 he was appointed Minister to They are ‘accompanied M*. D,u- 
(Ondon, and,.iri 1805, was sent on a pent, a French naturalist ; also by' a 
special mission to Madrid, On 'his surgeon and a carpenter. The Pacha 
reiurn from Europe he was again e- and a military escort , attend tht^m 
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from Tripoli (where they now are) 
to Mourzoqic, iud they are to have 
» a like, escort throughout their pro« 
gress. Mr Ritchie is a young man 
of promising ^hilitiesy and believed 
^to be well skilled in the mathematics, 
Ceylon, — The unfiortunate war in 
-..UiJS-Kandyan country is farther from 
a. germination than ever. Some say 
that 60^000 men will be requiiied to 
keep the country in subjection, un- 
ifier the present system ; including 
the Scapoys and their coolies, there 
are, even at present, 20,000 men in 
the country. * 


JEEBJiWAKY. 

% 

2. Hamburgh. — General Gour- 
gaikl, who is still resident here, has 
’‘'recently applied to tte Austrian Mi- 
nister in tnis city, for permission to 
reside in future at Rague. To this 
application he has received an an- 
swer in thcr affirmative, but with the 
condition tacked to it, that be must 
submit to be removed, if necessary, 
at the will of the Government, to 
any other part mf the Austrian do- 
minions. General Gourgaud has re- 
fused the indulgence on those terms, 
and intends to remain in Hamburgh 
for some time longer. 

New South Wales.— f’rom the? 
date of the English establishment in 
this colony, till the administration of 
the present Governor-General 
jifis/nSf Government has been plel\ 
^ std to restrict the g^ulation to coa- 
^ victs, which has of the 

tide of eiK^ration to other shores. 
But Lord Bathurst, as Colonial Mi- 
nister, has now taken measures to 
* encourage the voluntary jamigration 
of persons of enterprise and integrity 
to the colony ; and many individuals, 
j)||6sesscd of considerable capital, 


science, and activity, are already a- 
vailing themselves of tbis' permis- 
sion, 

India-'House — This day a Court 
of IVoprietors was held at the In- 
dia House, for the purpose of lay- 
ing before them official documents 
respecting the late military opera- 
tions in India, and the resolutidns of 
thanks adopted in conseauence by, 
thd Court of Directors. The chair- 
man having taken a very minute view 
of the military campaign, which had 
been so honourably and happily ter- 
minated, eulogized the Governor- 
General for the admirable conduct 
he had shown during the whole of it, 
and moved, that the thanks of the 
court should be given to the most 
noble the Marquis of Hastings, K. G, 
for the wisdom, skill, and energy he 
hud displayed, in planning and con- 
ductfng the war against the Pindar- 
ries ; and that, while the court re- 
gretted the occurrence of any cir- 
cumstances leading to an extension 
of territory, it duly appreciated the 
promptitude and exertions of the 
Noble Marquis, whereby he had dis- 
persed the gathering elements of a 
confederacy among the Mahratt^ 
states against the British empire. 
Mr R. Jackson objected to the latter * 
part of the motion, which expressed 
any regret at th^^xtension of terri- 
tory ; as he con^ved the expres- 
«ion of that regret derogatory 
from the vote of tha^i^ He also 
objected to the words dispersing 
the gathering elements,*^ as absurd ; 
and moved ai\ amendme^f.Jfubsti- 
tuting others in thjeir stead, >Mr 
Hume suppbrfed this amendi^^bt ; 
which, on the other hand,^ w,^ op- 
posed by Mr Bosanquet 4b4> Mr 
Grant. It was i^atea b^ latter 
gentleman, that ib^ Conrt of Direc- 
tors had never assented to any ex» 
tension of territory, except in the 
case of Tippoo Sultan, who was the 
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decided enemy of Britain, and whom 
of course ,we were obliged to put 
down. Every extension which, had 
subsequently taken place had not 
been sanctioned by the Cotut. Hb 
certainly thought the treaty entered 
into in 1802 between Marquis Wel- 
lesley and the Peishwa was impolitic, 
though he gave every credit to that 
noble personage for the best inten- 
tions in what he did. Of the l^te 
Marquis Cornwallis he was bound at 
all times to speak with respect^ con- 
sidering the integrity of his conduct, 
his indexible rectitude, profound 
judgment, and consummate skill, lie 
would not say that it was not neces- 
sary for the present Governor-Gene- 
ral to do as he had done ; but, when 
Europe was accusing the company of 
unbounded ambition, and of wishing 
to 86126 the whole territory of India, 
it became them to persevere in the 
sentiment they had so long express- 
ed, respecting their regret that any 
extension should take place, espe- 
cially considering it had been de- 
clared impolitic by the Legislature; 
and wrely, as a body, they were not 
to be called upon to entertain a dif- 
ferent opinion. On taking a gene- 
ral review of the war, he must own 
he could see nothing in it but the 
seeds offir^coamotion; for, though 
it was true ibot tteWPindarries were 
suppressed, tbeneKwas no doubt they 
would again h^prease, especially as^ 
their numher^were composed of per- 
sons wh^ wero wurbd to habits of 
military war&re, wbich^ when dis- 
charged, .they w^d not abandon. 
Mr Howorth sa^d, Pitt, Fox, Burke, 
and Dundas, all diffe/ing in political 
views from each other, had agreed 
in pronouncing the extension of 
territory to be^ an*6yi] of no small 
magnitude. After a reply from Mr 
Jackson, the amendment was agreed 
to, without a dissentipnt voice. The 
following day tlie thanks of the pro- 


prietors were voted to Sir Thomas 
xiislop, and the other, command- 
ers, &c. with a reservation in regard 
to the conduct of Sir Thomas in put- 
ting to death the Governor of one of 
the forts (Talneir) captured by him. 

Paris.— ^I n, qonsequetice of some 
political dispute, a^meeting beyeqd. 
the Barrier CUdhy took place yes- 
terday, at five in the afternoon, be- 
tween M.de Saint-Marceliin, late an 
officer of cavalry, and a M. Fayau,#- 
his ancient friend. M. de Saint- 
Marcellin received the ball of his an- 
tagonistr in the abdomen, and soon 
afterwards expired. He had been 
remarked for his bravery in the ex- 
pedition to Moscow, and had recent- 
ly begun to distinguish himsj^f in 
letters. He waSvtUe^,g[rhor ot seve- 
ral articles in the Conservaieur, 

6. Windsor Castle. — •• His Ma- 
jesty has enjoyed an uninterrupted 
state of good tedily health, and has 
been very tranquil during the last 
month, but his Majesty’s disorder 
remains unchanged.” 

OsTEND. — A fraud upon under- 
writers has recently met with a^^ig- 
nal punishment here. The Klani 
Jan, De Cocq, from Ostend to Lon- 
don, sailed on the l^h of December 
1814, aad put into Flushing Roads, 
whence she sailed again on the Slst, 
and the following day sunk about 
three leagues to the westward of Os« 
Icend, to ^biefa port the master and 
crew immediately repaired. But the 
vessel was soon after taken possession 
^by some fishermen, and towqd to 

J^ore on the Flemish coast, wBievhitL. 
was discovered ^jhat she bad been 
wilfutly ' At the Royal Ex- 

change Assurance Office, and at 
Lloyd’s, insurances had been effect- 
ed on die vessel and cargo to the a- 
mount of ^L. 5000. The agent to 
Lloyd’s at Ostend was, therefore, di- 
rected to take measures to bring Do 
Cocq to justice; and the result iHji, 
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been, that he is condemned to labour 
ill irons for Jfte, to be publicly 
exposed, to be branded on the 
right shoulder with the letters T. P. 
(Travaux ^ and to pay 

a fine of 100 florins, with the .ex^ 
"'pences of the proseciifion. De Bicq^ 
.,a 4 i.<?ccoraplice‘, has’ been sentenced to 
ei^ht years* close confinemctit ; and 
the Mate, L’Ecluse, and two of the 
sailors, to five years^ hard labour, 
public exposure, to be branded, and 
to pay a fine of 50 florins, with th^e 
expences of prosecution. We hope 
the salutary severity of this sentence 
will operate as a warning to others, 
and serve to put a check to frauds of 
this nature, to which underwriters 
are s^^uch exposed. 

Galvanic Phe- 
nomena. — On the 4th of November 
last a series of Galvanic experiments 
made on the body of the mur- 
"Tferer Clydesdale., by Dr Ure of Glas- 
gow, with a voltaic battery of 270 
pairs of four-inch ^plates, with wires 
of communication, and pointed me- 
tallic rodsVitli insulated handles, 
forjthe application of the electric 
power. The results were at once 
unexpected and awfuL In experi- 
ment first a largie incision was made 
into the nape of the neck, close be- 
low the occiput, and the spinal mar- 
rowj^brought imo view. An incision 
was also made in the left hip, so as 
ta bring the sciotic nerve ftto sight,* 
and a small cut made in the heel. The 
pointed rod connected with one end 
of the^Jtiattery was now placed ia 
^icontlict with the spinal marrow, wbile^ 
^ Ibe other rod was ap^ied to the scia- 
^ tic nerve. < Every the bo- 

dy was immediately agitated with 
convulsive movements ; and on mo- 
ving the second rod from the hip to 
* the heel, the knee being^previouslv 
bent, the leg was thrown out with 
such Violence, as nearly to overturn 
of the assistants, who in vain at- 


tempted to prevent its extension. In 
the second experiment the rod was 
applied to the phrenic nerve in the 
neck, the main agent of respiration, 
and the success was truly wonderful. 
Full, nay laborious breathing instant* 
ly* commenced ! The chest heaved 
and fell, and the belly protruded, 
and again collapsed with the relax- 
ing and retiring diaphragm. This 
wS perhaps the most striking expe- 
riment ever made with a philosophi- 
cal apparatus. It is believed, that, 
but for the previous evacuation of 
blood, pulsation at the heart and 
wrist might have also occurred. In 
the third experiment the supra-or- 
bital nerve was laid bare in the 
forehead as it issues through the su- 
praciliary foramen ; and the con- 
ducting rod being applied to it, every 
musede in the inurderer*s counte- 
nance was simultaneously thrown in- 
to fearful action. Rage, horror, de- 
spair, anguish, and ghastly smiles 
united their hideous expression in 
the face. At this period several of 
the spectators were forced to leave 
the room from terror or aicknew, 
and one gentleman fainted 1 llielast 
experiment consisted in Iranstnit* 
ting the electric power from the spi- 
nal marrow to the" ulnar ^erve, at 
the elbow. The fingers nbw moved 
nimbly like thosb«|;^ a viblin perform- 
er ; and an assishiitt who tried to 
close the fist, found 'W^and to open 
forcibly in spite of aiT Iris efforts. 
From the convulsive agitation of the 
nrm, he seemed to point tp difihrent 
spectators, some of whom bcUi^ved 
he had come to lifii! ]>r tJre an- 
pears to be of opinion, that if,' ' witn* 
oht cutting into and wounding the 
spinal marrow and l^^od^veskels of 
the neck, the pulfiionary organs had 
been set a-p!aying at fir$t{a8 tlieDoc 
tor had indeed proposed,} by elec 
trifying the phrenic nerve (which 
may be done without any dangAous 


• •• 
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incision,) there w a inohithiliiy that 
lyb might have been restored J 

The Faculty of Advocates have 
unanimously passed a vote of thanks 
to Mr George Joseph ’Bell, for his 
late excellent publication on the 
Principles of Mercantile Law. The 
motion was introduced with much 
feeling and eloquence by Mr Jeffrey. 
In the course of tlie discussion, the 
Lord Advocate and Messrs Clcfk, 
Cranstoun, and Cockburn took oc- 
casion to pay some very flattering 
compliments to Mr Bell, and to bear 
testimony to the merits of his invalu- 
able publication. 

8. Degradation oe A Prime 
Minister. — His Chinese Majes- 
ty has lately displaced and de- 
graded Sung Taj in, his Prime Mi- 
nister, because he presumed to ad- 
vise him not to visit certain tombs of 
his ancestors ; and had intimated that 
a great drought then prevailing was 
occasioned by the Emperor^s inten- 
tion. This was deemed such glaring 
disobedience to the commands oi* his 
holy Majesty, that it was impossible 
not to punish it. It was therefore 
ordered, that he should be deprived 
of his office, and be reduced to wear a 
button of the sixth rank, and be sent 
to the eight standards of wandering 
shepherds at Cha-haurb. His name 
is to be retained oi).<4he books ; and 
if for eight yea^ he commit no er- 
ror, he may a^n be eligible for his* 
former sitnafion. 

9. Paris. — The punishment of 
death pronounced by the Court of 
Assises at Tarn on the 4?th of May 
1818 (in the aJTair of Fualdes,) a- 
gainst Bach, and tbe woman Bancul, 
has been commuted into twenty 
years’ close 9 .onfinement, without 
branding or exposuVe for the former, 
and into hard labour for life wdth 
Ifranding for the latter. 

18. Westminsteh Election,*-- 
riieldection of a Member of Par- 


liament for the city of Westminster, 
in the room of tbb late lament- 
ed Sir Samuel Romilly, commen- 
ced this day, and continued every 
lawful day till the 3d o^ March. The 
candidates were the, Hon. George 
Lamb, Mr J.C^^obhbuse, andMajor 
Cartwright. Mr Lamb, though awl^. 
in his principles, was understood t^o 
carry the court influence ; Mr J. C. 
Hobhouse was merely the creature of 
Sir F. Burdett, and patronised by^ 
him for the purpose of securing a 
complete ascendancy in Westmin- 
ster ; the venerable Major relied 
for success upon the uni versa I- suf- 
frage men, and his chief supporters 
were Orator Hunt and John Gale 
Jones. In the course of this 4^eeri 
and animated was 

exposed to every species of abuse 
from the rnob of hired ruffians who 
surrounded the hustings. At 
close of the poU, however, the num- 
bers were : 

For the Hon. G. Lamb, 4465 

J. C. Hobhouse, Esq, - 3861 

Majol* Cartwright, 38 

The High Bailiff then came for- 
ward, and declared Mr l^amb to be 
duly elected. Elated with their 
triumph, the friends fjf Mr Lamb de- 
termined on chairing him, — a very 
injudicious measure, in the irritated 
state of the mob, on account^ of 
the defeat of their favourite, Hob- 
house. The cavalcade, unaware of 
the extent of their danger, no 
sooner appeared in Covent Garden, 
^an a furious attack commenced; 

hats and coats of the hors1?Haea^ 
\wDre soon besggttered, and Lord 
Sefton, John Russell, Lord 

W. Russell, Mr Lamb and others, 
covered over with dirt as with large 
plasters, A number of the rioters 
were seized and committed to Bow 
Street. But although many gentle- 
men were grievously polluted with 
filth of every kind/ and several had 
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received severe contusions, no lives 
were lost. .So fnuch for the advan- 
tages of Universal Suffrage, and the 
nice sense of liberty cherished by 
the enlightaned” electors of West- 
minster. , 

Rome. — A tolerable hoax has 
jpst been played toff on the ‘foreign 
virtuosi resident in the Eternal 
City.” An adventurer of the name 
of Naro, some time ago opened sub- 
x^criptions to defray the, expence of 
constructing a machine, which was 
to dredge the Tiber, and recover the 
numerous and valuable relief of an- 
tiquity supposed to be buried in the 
sand and slime of that river. The 
sum of (30,000 scudi was according- 
ly drained and lodged with the 
Papal jhe Duke of Tor- 

lonia ; the Pope to receive one-sixth 
of the subscription, and to have a 
^ IKjrference in the purchase of all the 
monuments recovered. Each sub- 
scriber was, moreover, assured that 
he would reccivc^a premium ol‘ 200 
scudi on his subscription, ‘besides the 
interest rc^gularly ; and, lastly, the 
capital when the Tiber had given up 
aUTts treasures. The inventor Naro 
had prudently secured a sixth part 
on his own account. In due time 
the machine was constructed, and 
placed in the Tiber, which was in a 
little time after flooded ; the conse- 
quence of which was, the machine 
was swept aw ay, as the intentor hai 
no doubt anticipated, and along with 
it the subscriptions and sanguine 
bopes^.of the too credulous viri^ 
osir " % 

• 15. Jamaica.— the arrival t»f 
the Queensberry P^c'N****^^ Jamaica 
papers have been received. A curi- 
ous contest had arisen between the 
House of Assembly and the Chief- 
Justice of the island (the Hon. 
Thomas Witter Jackson), in conse- 
quente of the latter having refused 


to be sworn to give evidence before 
a committee of the House. The 
Chief*Ju$tice having been ordered 
to attend at the bar of the House, 
justified his refusal on the ground 
that the committee were proceeding 
to inquire into his judicial conduct. 
A motion was made for his discharge, 
which was negatived, 18 to 16* He 
was then ordered to the bar again, 
an*tl asked, by the Speaker, whether 
he intended to deny the privilege of 
the House to examine himself and 
all others persefns on oath. The 
Chief-Justice said, most unquestion- 
ably not ; he had no intention to in- 
vade their privileges ; his single ob- 
ject was to maintain his own. He 
was then, on motion, discharged. 
The legislature was prorogued by 
his Grace the Governor, on the 19th 
ult.j^till the 19th of January. His 
Grace had complied with the request 
of the legislature, to open the ports 
for supplies of provisions for three 
months. 

The following communication re- 
specting the plague at Algiers and 
Tunis has been made by the Lords 
of his Majesty’s Privy Council to 
the Commissioners of Customs:— 

Council-Office^ Whitehall j Feb* 9. 

1819. ■ 

« Sir, — The Lords of his Ma- 
jesty’s most hor> 9 ^urable Privy Coun- 
cil having had under their considera- 
•tion a letter from -Mr Hamilton, 
transmitting a copy of a ktter from 
the Governor of'^ Gibraltar to his 
Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid, 
stating, that the plague is raging 
with great violence«at Algiers and 
Tunis; I am directed to transmit to 
ou copies of the said papers, to 
e laid before the C(]^nniissioners of 
his Majesty ^s Cufitoms, for thei.r in- 
formation. . 

(Signed) James BiiLtEn. * 
(ieorge Dtflavaud, Esq.” 
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Foreign* Office^ Feb* 8* 1819.^ 
Sir, — I am directed by Vig- 
count Castlereagh, to tranfimit to 
you, for the iiifortnation of the Lord 
Irresidcnt of tlie Council, a letter 
from the Governor of Gibraltar to 
Sir Henry Wellesley, his Majesty*® 
Ambassador at Madrid, stating, that 
the plague is raging with great vio- 
lence at Algiers and Tunis. 

(Signed) “ William IIamtlt6n. 
To the Clerk of the Council in 
Waiting,** 

Gibraltar^ Jan. IS. 18l9. 

“ Sir,-^j have just received an 
official letter from Minorca, of the 
28th ult., informing me that a vessel 
had arrived there from Tunis, after 
a passage of eight days, bringing ac- 
counts that the deaths in that city a- 
mounted to above 400 /jer dietn. 
The master of the vessel reported, 
that just before he sailed, he heard 
that the deaths had increased to a- 
bove 000 per dh’vn. 

« A Dutch frigate has Just arrived 
at Mahon, from Algiers, bringing 
dispatches up to the 15th ult., by 
which it appears that fresh attacks of 
the plague had taken place in that 
city* The contagion was supposed 
to have been re-introduced by per- 
sons who accompanied the Bey of 
Constantines, Califfkj with tl/e quar- 
terly payments^ for , the Algerine 
Government. / 

(Signed) « George Don. 

«* P. S. The deaths by the plague 
at Tunis, according to the official re- 
turns, from the Ist November to the 
Ist December, ^mounted to 12,117« 
George Don. 

His Excellency Sir H. Wellesley.** 

Copies of tip foregoing have ac* 
cordingly been transmitted by the 
Commissioners Customs to Col- 
ftetors and Comptrollers. 

Bank or En(,land. — An ac- 
couift of the total amount of Bank 


Notes, and Bank Post Bills, from 
the 30th of Decemoer 1817 to the 
25th of January 1819; — 

Bank Notes of L.5, 

and upwards, ( L;1 8,668,660 
Bank Post Bills, - 1,701,610 

Bank Notes ur^der L,5, 7,613,610 

Total 19th of Jan. 1819, L.27,983,8S0 

The highest aggregate amount of. 
Bank Notes in circulation, from the 
1st of January 1818 to the 25 lIi 
J anuary 1819, was L.30,945,88() ; 
and the lowest, 1^.24,610,830. 

20. 8puth America. — The Spa- 
nish Officers taken prisoners by Ge- 
neral San Martin in the battle of 
Maypo, and subsequently entrusted 
toThe care of Dupuy, Governor of 
Cape St Louis, wgr,tL> iMi-tCarously 
butchered by the populace, on the 
morning of the 8th, by the conni- 
vance, it is supposed,* of the Gover- 
nor and Gene.raL This act of un- 
paralleled atrocity has excited uni- 
versal, indignation against its treach- 
erous and inhuman authors. 

22. Burns* Anniversavy was this 
day celebrated in the George Stjreet 
Assembly Rooms, with uncomnVon 
eclat ; J. A. Murray, Esq. in the 
chair, and Captain ildam, croupier. 
In the course of the evening Mr 
Jeffrey delighted and fascinated e- 
very body by the coruscations of 
his wit, and the charms and splen- 
'dour of’his eloquence. Nothing 
could be more felicitous than his 
character of Professor Playfair, pre- 
vious to proposing his health^ which 
(ijvas drank with deafening anJTteite-^ 
rated shouts bl^pplause. 

Singular fate of some of the 
French Revolutionary Gene- 
rals. — General Duniourier, exiled, 
now lives in retirement, on a pension 
of L.1200 per annum from the Bri- 
tish Government ; Luckner, Custino, 
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Houchard^ Biron Due dc Lauzun, 
(author of the Infamous Memoirs,) 

• Westerman, Rousin, and Rossignol 
were guillotined under the govern,- 

* xnOnt of Robespierre ; Miranda, a 
native of Caraepas, died lately in Ca- 
diz, a state priso^nec; Hoebe and 
Championet were poisoned *; Kte* 
ber was assassinatea in Egypt ; Pi* 

fchegru was first exiled from his native 
country, and afterwards strangled 
!a prison; Brune was assassinated 
at Avignon, in 1815 ; Malec and 
horie, (the latter was implicated in 
George's conspiracy, but fkd from 
France,) were shot for attempting to 
subvert the government of Buona- 
parte in 1812 ; Ney and Mouton Du- 
vernttj^were shot in 1815, after the 
restorafior^ of the Bourbons ; Mu- 
rat having fallen into thp bands of 
the Calabrese, was shot by order 
.pf 4.he King of Naples, after ha- 
ving himself been sovereign of that 
country ; Moreau was first exiled 
from his country,^and having return- 
ed and joined the* Allies, 'was killed 
at the batAe of Dresden in 1813; 
ai^ Berthier was thrown out of a 
w^low and killed, his murderers 
not being known. The following 
are at present Cxiled from France ; 
Grouchy, Vandamme, Thureau, Sa- 
vary, jSoult, Humbert, Bertrand, 
Lefevre Desnouettes, and the bro- 
thers Lallemand. 


MARCH. 

2. Rome. — Monum^jit to the Stuartff, 
— This splendid the li- 

berality of the Prince Regent has just 
been erected in front of the chapel 
of the Baptistery of St Peter's. It 
is executed by Canova, J)ut is not 
thought to be one of his most success- 
ful woVks, Its form is a species of 
pyramid, terminating in a sarco- 


phagus ornamented with flowers ; it 
IS composed of white Carrara mar- 
ble. The pyramid contains a gate, 
on each side of which is a Genius of 
Death, with ' a flambeau reverted. 
Above the gate, and on a cornice, 
are the three busts of James III. 
and his two sons, with the follgwing 
inscription: Jacoho III. Jac, 11. 
Mag. Brit, regis JUio^ Carolo Ednar* 
do et Henrico^ Decano Patrum Car* 
dinalium^ Jacobi III. jUiis^ regiae 
stirpis Stuardiaeppstremisy anno 1819; 
and lower dov/o* Beati mortui, quiin 
Domino moriuntiir. 

8. This day the largest and most 
respectable meeting of Catholics 
which ever took place in Ireland, 
was held in the Old Chapel in St 
Mary’s Lane, the Earl of Fingal in 
the Chair, for the purpose of express- 
ing, \Ti the most marked manner, the 
gratitude of the Catholic body to 
the Protestants who have lately come 
forward to petition Parliament in 
their behalf. 

Our readers will recollect the 
strong impression made by a pamph- 
let, entitled, Junius identified 
with a living character,” in which, 
with a great deal of ingenious and 
plausible reasoning, it was attempted 
to be proved that Sir Philip Francis 
was thq author of these celebrated 
letters. No allusion whatever, is 
made to this circumstance in Sir 
Philip's will, dated the 28th of April 
1818, which has been recently prov- 
ed at Doctors' Commons. 

10. The Duke of Wellington 
presided this day at the Anniversary 
Dinner of the “ Frionds of Foreign- 
ers in Distress.” He was supported 
oh his right and left by the Russian 
Ambassador and the %xon Minister. 
Mr Wilherforcc was among the com- 
pany. The toasts and songs were of 
the usual description : the only no- 
velty was the toast proposed by the 
Duke of Wellington, ” Their Ma- 
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jesties the Emperor of Russia, the tal, notorious for his animosity to 
King of Prussia, and the King of the Bourbons, and ^his ^attachment 
Wurtemberg, the protectors of the to Buonaparte ; General Champagny 
Institution,’’ which was hailed vrith (Duke of Cadore,) a favourite minis- 
three times three, and was followed ter of Buonaparte ; Cfunt Dejeani‘a 
by an assurance on the part of the most zealous Buonapartist ; Count 
Duke, that ** the high personages Lac6pede, a m^n highly favoured by 
whose health they had drank were Buonaparte; Count Mollien, Buona« 
not less illustrious for their Christian parte’s minister ^ of dnance during 
philanthropy than for their deeds in the Hundred Days* Count Ponte' 
arms.” It was the twelfth anniver- Coulant, a most active person in 
sary of this laudable institution. It Buonaparte’s Chamber of Peers dur-^ 
appeared from the Report, that be- ring the Hundred Days ; General 
tween 9(X)0 and 10,000 persons have Rapp, a favourite aide-du-camp of 
been relieved since the commence- Buonaparte, and one of the first 
ment of this society. The collec- who joined him during the Hundred 
tion 3 ^esterday was three times Days; Marshal Davoust, the last 
greater than on any former occa- who clung to the fallen fortunes of 
sion. Among the subscribers w^ere Napoleon, who fired upon the Iji^arer 
the Archduke Maximilian, the Duke of the Bourbon 
of Wellington, the Duke of San Car- after the restoration, — who was the 
los, and Mr Wilberforcc. ^ first person invested with command, 

12. This day the King of France and the last who abandoned it, di.ir- 
issued a Royal Ordonnance for the ing Buonaparte’s second reign. The 
creation of fifty new Peers, in order new peers, or their partisans, have 
to ensure a majority in the Upper adopted an effective mode of assert* 
Chamber. This has, at ail times, ing their * equality with the noble 
proved an expedient as dangerous as families of the old regime. They 
it is clumsy ; and when we reflect upon have published, from old records, an 
whom this honour has, in the pre- account of the origin of several ot 
sent instance, been bestowed, w’e what are considered the most djs- 
cannot help thinking, that in elevat- tinguished families ^f France. The 
ing to the dignity of the peerage so founders of these appear to have 
many men trained in all the excesses been quite as humble as the nobles 
of revolution, and by education, of the revolution, 
habit, and principle, (if they have Disturbances are said to have 
any,) ti;e deadly enemies of his House ' broken but at Nismes, in conse- 
and name, the King of France has ouence oT the general feeling pro- 
been contributing to consolidate the duced by the attack of the ultra- 
authority of those who may, one day, rpyalists on the election law. On 
assist, as they have done before, in /the 7th inst. a large asseml^gowas 
overturning luscConstitutiofial throne, farmed in frqpt of the theatre, 
The very first name is that of Mar- when msw^^ioleiu indications of 
shal Suchcl, who reviled the Boifr- the unsettled state of thC' public 
bons during Hundred Days; mind w'Crc exhibited by the populace. 
Marshal Moncey," w'ho was stripped The magistrates interposed, but 
^of his peerage for adhering lo Buona- williout qffcct. The patroles, em- 
partc, and deprived of his marshal’s ployed to keep order in the streets, 
staff’ for refusing ta preside at ihe were insulted and pelted by the 
trial of Marshal Ney ; Count Chap- people. No blood, however, was 
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lost, nor any serious injuries sustain- 
ed ; and on tht: following day, the 
arrival of Colonel de Briche, com- 
mandant of the district, with 500 
nj»en, suppressed the tumult, and 
restored tranquillity. The private 
correspondence from^Paris gives the 
following explansytion of the affair 
*\On the 9th and 10th of March, an 
Ultra Royalist movement took place 
at Nismes, The men who committed 
^'0 many excesses in 1815, the assas- 
sins of General Lagarde, have taken 
advantage of the departure of tlie 
Swiss regiment of Bleulcr, rc-as- 
scmble in great numbers on the pu- 
blic walks, to re-echo their ancient 
cry of cannibals, The l^ourhoiia^ or 
(lentJfJ The Protestants immediate- 
ly shul\k^»^selves up in their houses, 
and preparecTto sell their lives dear- 
ly. The national guard, liommand- 
ed J)y the Marquis de Pangc (one of 
tiie 50 new Peers), , armed them- 
selves, as well as the gendarmerie. 
Twenty of the rioters were arrested ; 
but they were almost immediately 
rescued by « strong body. The voice 
of reason appeared to be at last heard; 
iu^^at the departure of the courier, 
tranquillity was nearly restored. The 
neAv Prefect of Nismes, M. d’^Haus- 
sez, who was at Paris, set out in great 
haste this night to repair to his post. 
It is said that he is provided with 
very full and ample powers.” 

Game LAWS.~By a reborn made 
to Parliament, of the number of 
persons in custody in England and 
Wales, for offences against the Garag- 
laws, dTstinguishing those who havt. « 
been committed under the act 5X 
Geo. III. cap. 90, and .specifying their 
respective sentences under the same, 
it appears, *tbat on the 26th of Ja- 
nuary last, in 186 of the prisons, 

' there was no person in custody for 
any offence against the game-laws ; 
and that in 75 prisons there were 
then in custody for such offences 
Ty22 ; of wholh 99 had been commit- 


ted under the act 57. Geo. III. cap. 
90; of the latter number the sen- 
tence of transportation for seven 
years was passed upon 9 ; of* impri- 
sonment for two years on 20; for 
eighteen months on 6 ; for one year 
on 22; for six months on 12; for 
three months on 5 ; for two months 
on 2 ; and there remain for trial 23. 

Italian Brigands. — The follow- 
ing letter, from the Hon. B. Colycar, 
to his father, Viscount Milsin ton, tho’ 
very defective in point of composi- 
tion, will be read tvith interest: it con- 
tains a striking illustration of the re- 
laxed state of the laws, and especially 
of the police, ^since the overthrow of 
the French power in Italy. Napoleon, 
with all his errors and crimes, saw 
the necessity of exterminating those 
hordes of brigamds, who carried their 
atrocities and depredations to the 
very Agates of Rome itself; and had 
his system been followed up with any 
thing like commensurate vigour, 
there can be no doubt that Ital}’^ 
would, in a short time, have been 
freed from this remorseless and da- 
ring banditti. The case of Mr Cel- 
year is a good deal similar to that of 
Signor Cherubini, the surgeon of 
Caste! Madama, of which the reader 
will find a very interesting account 
in Mrs Graham^s work, entitled, 

Thred Months passed in the Moun- 
tains east of Rome, during the year 
1819 ."' 

My dear father, — I have taken 
the earliest opportunity of writing to 
you, to say that we have 7wt been as- 
sassinated, as 1 was fearful the news 
might reach England before my let- 
ter. Wc have just escaped with our 
lives, and only just. 1 will now tell 
you: thirty miles froip here, between 
Rome and Naples; at* half-past two, 
in the niitldle of one of the finest 
days you ever belield, the sun shin-* 
ing beautifully, §even ol’ the celebra- 
ted banditti rushed from out ofnhe 
wood. Grieve and myself were on 
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the box ; each man levelled his gun 
at us ; ihe post-boy fell off his horse; 
ive immediately finding it quite im- 
possible to resist, got on the ground 
as soon as possible. They began by 
me ; 1 bad nothing in my pockets 
but my watch, which I saved ; next 
attacked Jabus, tore his clothes all 
open, took all his money, watch, drc.; 
then from Grieve and Jiis servant, 
took both their watches, and stabbed 
Grieve’s servant in several places 
with a stiletto. 

“ They were more capitally arm- 
ed than any thing you oversaw; they 
then began upon the carriage, got in, 
and turned every thing out ; the firsfr 
object was my poor dressing case^ with 
snuff-boxes, watches, all my fox- 
hunting matters, brushes, combs, 
Ac. ; took every one'; next all our 
money, not one sixpence left ^ither 
of ours or servants^ ; they then knock- 
ed me down with the barrel of the 
gun, tore my ring off my finger, 
which they were just going to cut (rff\ 
only my ring came off; then tore my 
shirt pin from my neckcloth, kicked 
me under tlie horses, leaving one 
man standing over me, with the muz- 
zle of a loaded gun at one ear, and 
another with a stiletto, if I niovetl, to 
murder me ; they then broke open 
the front trunk, and took every sin- 
gle shirt, neckcloth, and stockings, 
shoes of both servants, so they have 
neither money nor clothes ; they 
took most of iny clean things, but 
would not take any dirty. Grieve 
has lost all his except his uniform ; 
they packed them up in seven sucks, 
and each took Jbis sack, and walked 
quietly away into the wood again. 1 
can assure you we were for twenty- 
three minutes/n*ery instant expect- 
ing to be shot or stabbed, as they 
^old us we should, if any one spoke; 
and threatened, if they did not find 
enough plunder, to. send us up the 
rooifntains, and would have 300 du- 


cats ransom for each ; if not given in 
so many days, we wfere to be tortur- 
ed to death. They have got our all, 
value L.400; L.30 or L.40, which is 
thought nothing of, having saved ouj 
lives : 1 assure you, for half an hour 
1 expected ever^ moment to tfie; they 
were half an hour i\obbing us. Thank 
God for our safety, which was many 
degrees against us. 1 have now not 
a shilling in the world, nor a thing 
left except life; I am pretty wel^ 
considering being nearly frightened 
to death : 1 am a little bruised by the 
barbarians, but shall be well again in 
a week. Don^t believe any other 
stories that you hear, as every body 
is writing to England about it. T/iis 
is true* The Pope and all thej^secre- 
taries we have been juxb^Mt^ffTmorn* 
ing ; they have sent into the moun- 
tains after them; I hope they will 
find them ; this will delay me kd^e 
longer than I wish, but hope not a- 
bove a fortnight. Brudenell has been 
good enough to send me clothes to 
wear. 1 shall draw upon Surman for 
money ; tell him so. I ^m not well 
enough to write to him at pre^nt, 
but will as soon as I can. I l^ve 
written to you, for fear you should 
hear we were muI^Je^ed, as every 
thing increases by telling. The peo- 
ple now going to Naples are all fright- 
ened to death. Naples is beyond 
any thing delightful, the best place 
‘^by far, except Paris, upon the Con- 
tinent. Grieve is quite well ; the 
weather is delightful, quite summer, 
cyily a great deal of rain. ^^lalf an 
^our after our robbery our carriage 
broke down ; wa were in 'the middle 
of a sta^, no money to mend it, and 
nothing to eat, and raining dreadful- 
ly. We think of returning to Eng- 
land by the last week*'in March, by 
Leghorn, rGenoa, Turin, and Paris. 
There are a great many English here. 
The Carnival I have seen pari of at 
Naples, been at two masked balls. 
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and it begins.hcre in three days. 1 
shall stay tg sefi Uu* horse races in 
the course* a little Carnival at Flo- 
rence, and shall get to Paris for the 
^a^t week the»e. 1 remain your af- 
fectionate son, . 

“ Brown L(VV Colyear. 

** We have no money left, but the 
hanker here has been very civil. Our 
poor servants have lost every thing 
in the world. They got from us what 
*Jfiey think was meant for some great 
Prince who was travelling. Adieu. 

1 have not seen ice this year ; ue are 
all sitting with the windows i)pcn.” 

Among the peculiarities of the 
late Dr Burney, were two of a very 
innocent kind : the first was, the pos- 
session of the best wine, of the best 
vintage ; next, a dread of a fresh 
current of air- “Shut the door,*' was 
the first salutation uttered by him to 
any one who entered liis apartment, 
and but few of his as^ariatesever ne- 
glected this rule. Tins custom, it 
seems, did nor abandon him, even on 
the most criticaf and trying occa- 
sions ; for if is said, that having been 
robbed while returning home one 
evening in his own carriage, along 
the Greenwich road, by a couple of 
footpads, who were more eager in 
obtaining his money than contribu- 
ting to his accommodation, he culled 
them back in a peremptory tone, and 
while they were wondering at what 
he wanted with them, he efLclaimcd,^ 
in his usual manner, and with his 
own peculiar emphasis, “ Shut the 
door I” .A voice accUsStomed to cor?- 
mand produced the desired effect,' 
and he wai instantly obeyed. • 

17 . Paris. — Count Keg^iault de 
St. Jean d^ Angely, who at length re- 
ceived permission to return to his 
country, has aome back only to die. 

• He arrived yesterday everyng at nine 
o’clock, and a little after midnight 
breatliied his last. Banishment first 
undermined his health, and then de- 

VOL. XIU fART II. 


prived him of reason. This man, 
who wub lit’Ie known, opposed, in a 
manly and intrepid manner, (in the 
Council of Stale,) the ruinous pro- 
jects of Napoleon. He is said to 
have been extremely amiable in pri- 
vate and domestic life ; and is very 
generally regretted. 

]{oME. — 'J he Fx-King of Holland 
now lives here in the greatest re- 
tirfmenl, and is wholly engaged with 
the education of his son. His sister, 
the Princess l^orglicse, on the other 
hand, lives in great splendour, and 
resides in a fine hotel. A Scotch 
nobleman, the IMarquis of Douglas, 
who vivsited Buonaparte in Elba, and 
asked for his portrait, visits her fre- 
rjucntly. 

18 Trade oe Hamburgh. — 
There is, probably, no commercial 
city where the sources of gain have 
experienced such remarkable alte- 
rations as in Hamburgh. It is well 
known! that this city owed its origi- 
nal prosperity to the breweries ; at 
present the beer is, of all the kinds 
brewed in Germany, the worst, at 
least the most unknown. Ten years 
ago sugar-refineries flourished, and 
the sugar \vas exported to the remo- 
test countries, even to those which 
had sugar-refineries of tlicir own, 
The latter, indeed, is still done, es- 
pecially’ to Kusbia, where only Ham- 
burgh sugars, as being the most du- 
rable, arc fit for being sent into the 
interior of that immense empire ; but 
since sugar-refineries have been ex- 
cessively multiplied in all foreign 
countries, and the prices of refined 
sugar have fallen ig proportion to 
those of raw, the exportation of this 
article is now so inconsiderable, that 
the manufacturers m'^st be diminish- 
ed in number every year, or become 
bankrupts. At present, insiirance% 
have become a branch of business to 
an extent never before known. Ham- 
burgh has at present tweniy active 
T • 
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insurance companies, each with a ca- west passage, the full reward of 
pital of from 4-50,000 to 1,500,000 L.20,000. 2. To tfie first ship, as 

marks banco: besides these there are aforesaid, that shall reach to 83^ * 

a great number of private insurers. of north latitude, L.IOOO; to 8 ^ 

18. This day came on, at the Pa- L.2000; to 87° L.3000 ; to SfS® ’ 

lace of Holyroodhouse, the electijon L.4000 ; the act having already aU 
of a Peer to sit in Parliament as one lotted ,to the sfirst ship that shall*^ 
of tl\e Representatives of the Scot- reach to, or beyond, 90° the full re- 
tisli Nobility, in the room of William, ward of L»5000. 

Earl of Errol, deceased, when Ro- 26. The question, as to the im- 
bert Montgomery, Lord Belhaven policy of the longer continuance of 
and Stenton, was elected by a raajo- the present copyright act, whiefc 
rity of ten votes, there being for his qompels authors and publishers to 
Lordship twenty-nine, and for the give eleven copies of their works to 
other candidate, Thomas, Earl of public libraries, is again coming un- 
Selkirk, nineteen votes. dcr the discussion of Parliament. A 

19. The Government of Surinam petition was this day presented to 

has published an ordinance of his the House of Commons from Messrs 
Belgian Majesty, prohibiting the Lackington and Co., praying«relief 
Slave Trade under severe penalties ; from the very oppress iv^noperati on 
but permitting the transit of slaves of the prgsent law, which creates a 
from a Dutch or Foreign Colpny to loss of L.2454 :7 :6 upon the follow- 
another Dutch Colony in the West ing six works alone, now in 
Indies. course of publication, the whole af* 

20. The Gnz(‘ttc of this day an- which were commenced prior to the 
nounces the Prince Regent’s appro- contemplation of^the present copy- 
bation of the following scale of re- right act : 

wards, proposed in a Memorial from Dugdale’s Monasticon * 

the Board of Longitude, taken into Anglic. L.819 

consideration by his Royal Highness Dugdale’s Hist, of St 

in Council, on the 19th instant, viz. : Paul’s, 189 0 0 

1. To the first ship belonging to Portraits of lllustrfcus 

any of his Majesty’s subjects, or to Personages, 630 0 0 

his Majesty, that shall reach the Hoare’sIIist.ofW’ilt- 

longitude of 1 10° west from Green- shire, 241 10 0 

wdeh, or the mouth of Ilearnc’s or Ormerod’s History of 

Coppermine river, by sailing with-* Cheslhre, 315 0 0 

in the Arctic Circle, L.5000: to the Wood’s Athen. Oxon. 

fii>t ship, as aforesaid, that shall by Bliss, 259 17 6 

reach the longitude of 130° v/est 

from Greenwich, or the Whale Isl-^ L.2454 7 6 

and of Macktaizie, by sailing with- • 27. Philosophical ^oax.— »E- 
in the Arctic Circle, L. 1 0,000 ; to very ohe knows, or ought to know, 
the first ship, as aforesaid, that that the grand probleig of the per- 

shall reach |j^e longitude of 150° petual motion has been solved by a 

west from Greenwich, by sailing shoemaker of Linlitligow, to the ut- 
^ westward within the Arctic Circle, ter confusion of allformerspecula- 
L. 1 5,000 : the act having already tors. Having shut up the magnetic 

allotted to the first ship that shall power by magical sluices, like mill, 

reifeh (he Pacific Ocean by a north- water, he lets it flow when he ple^- 
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868, and kgeps the beam jigging for 
months tPgefher, to the astonish- 
ment of the whole world, and the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh. Some 
profound members of that learned 
body, includipg a travelled Baronet, 
have especially patronised him, by 
visiting, puffing, and paragraphing 
his wonderful invention. He came 
before them, indeed, doubly certi- 
fied ; a faithful account of his head, 
with ail its bumps and depressions, 
having previously been submitted to 
Spurzheim, who found in it a mon- 
strous organ of engineering, far sur- 
passing that of the bee or the bea- 
ver. Having prepared a clock upon 
his new magnetic principle, it was 
carj^ied by the learned men to the 
CaltonhMl Observatory, and sealed 
up, in the full confidence that it 
would be found going wlien the Na- 
tional Debt was paid off, in the year 
of our Lord 4SJ9. A stop at the end 
of three days raised no doubts in the 
minds of the philosophers. But, in 
the meantime, a watchmaker, whose 
mouth hirtl not been put under seal 
like the machine, whispered that he 
"TSad furnished the inventor with a 
clock which disdained any obliga- 
tions to raagnotism, being moved by 
the vulgar power of a spring, and 
calculated to go two months ! The 
learned men, indignant at this inteL 
ligence, brought the inventor and 
watchmaker together toAhe Obsef- • 
vatory, when the latter affirmed, that 
the perpetually moving clock was, 
as far as he could judge, the idepti- 
cal madiine made by himself, at 
least thsH he had made all thatiie 
saw ; adding, with due p^ecautiem, 
that if they would open the in- 
strument he would tell them whe- 
ther it contained the spring he had 
made for it.” The wise men, asto- 
nished at the cool elfif'ontery of this 
unpltilosophical watchmaker, were 
about to proceed to examine the 


corpus delicti^ when the inventor in- 
terfered, saying that the clock was 
bis property; and having declared 
that he would not allow it to be o- 
pened for * five hundred guineas, 
snatched up tlie machine, and march- 
bd off with it under his arm ; leaving 
the philosophers with much of the 
feeling displayed by Sir J^etSr Tea- 
zle, when his lady was discovered by 
Aie falling of the screen. It i.s said 
that it will take a world of pains to 
undo the mischief already done ; 
written commitnications having been 
sent to learned societies in London 
and other places. Even the French 
Institute was practised upon, but the 
s^avans there were cold, repulsive, 
and sceptical. In the meantime, it 
is desirable that the projector's 
head were again examined, if perad- 
venturc another sort of invention than 
the^ mechanical may be found in it. 
The scene of the denouement on the 
Caltonhill was a rich one, and alto- 
gelher wortliy of the pencil of Ho- 
garth, or the pen of Cblman. 

After n Jong and tedious discus- 
sion, the American House of Repre- 
sentatives have, by a great majority, 
refused to concur in the Report of 
tlie Committee, censuring General 
Jackson's conduct in consigning to 
military execution our two innocent 
and ifnfortunate countrymen, Ar- 
buthnot and Ambristcr. Thus the 
national sanction has been given to 
two as foul and atrocious jnurdets as 
were ever perpetrated by any despot 
of ancient or modern times. The 
defence set up for tin's not unlooked- 
for degiKsion, is General Jackson’s 
popularity, and the services he has 
rendered the Republic; a pleawbich, 
in our judgment, ag^gravates the guilt 
of this most flagranf breach both of 
the law of nature and of nations. 
Is it by services similar to this thbt 
General Jackson has acquired such 
popularity, and entitled himself lo 
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the gratitude of his American coun- into the adjoining apartment, where 
trymen ? he expired a few minulcs ai'terwards. 

SO. Very inaccurate details hav- The assassin rose up with a composed 
ing been circulated relative to the air, and flourishing the bloody poin- / 
assassinationof Kotzebue, the follow- ard, descended the do6r-6teps, ex- 
ing account was published as an au- claiming, ** The traitor is dead! the ^ 
thentic statement in a Journal of country is savedl Vivat Teutonia!** 
Frankfort, of the same date as the Observing that a crowd had asseni- 
above. Sandt, the assassin, a Gcr- bled in front of the house, he violent- 
man student in the University of ly forced his way through them : but 
Tubingen, descended of a respect- hearing the ladies exclaim from the o- 
able family of Wundsiedcl in the pen window, “ Thereis the assassin!'^ • 
territory of Bayreuth, presented him- he Returned, cast a wild look towards 
self about five o’clock, at the re- them, and lilting up the poinard with 
sidence of M. de Kotzebue, and one hand^ and a piece of paper in the 
some ladies coming up to the door other, exclaimed, Yes, 1 am the 
at which he had just knocked, he murderer 1 It is thus that ail traitors 
let them enter before him. They ought to perish !” On the paper was 
were on a visit to M. dc Kotzebue, written, “ The death-blow of Augus- 
Sandt remained in the hall, and re- tus Von Kotzebue, in the name ofvir- 
quested the servant to announce him tue !’* He tl^en knelt down amidst the 
to the Councillor of State. Jhe assemblage, which increased every 
servant returned, and shewed him in- momenr, and raising his hands to Hea- 
to a room, where M. de Kotzebue ven, exclaimed, in a wild tone, God, 
shortly joined him. It does not ap- I thank thee for having permitted 
pear true that he proposed a duel to me to accomplish this act !*’ Af- 
M. de Kotzeliue, or that he read his ter this he o'J)ened his bosom, plung- 
sentence of death written on a large ed the poinard in his breall, and fell 
sheet of paper, as was at first report- without any signs of life. HaviQg^ 
cd. He must have struck his victim recovered tlic use of his senses in 
at the very instant that he approach- the Hospital, to which he was con- 
ed him ; for scarcely had M. de veyed, he spoke of tlfb assassination 
Kotzebue entered the room, when with a kind of ecstacy. “ He is 
the servant heard a loud shriek, and tlien dead,” he exclaimed, that 
a noise of something which fell : he Russian Spy ! It was a demon of hell 
entered, and saw his master and the that inhabited the body of Kotze- 
student stretched on the floor. The* Rue; it wbuld not quit him; it 
weapon with which he struck his gave me a terrible grin at parting 
victim was a poinard, which pene- Every thing proves that the assassin 
trated the heart. It appears, also, was an insane fanatic, and that be 
that having been dragged to the hud long meditated the crime whicb 
floor by M. de Kptzcbue, he stabbed heat last but too successfully per^ 
him a second time through the petrated.^ The Russian minister at 
lungs’; a wound was likewise inflict- Carlsruhe, M. Struye, am} the Prus- 
ed on his face.^. The ladies ran to sian minister, M. Vernasen de Euse, 
the room, opened the windows, and immediately dispatched extraordi- 
in loud and piercing accents called nary couriers to their respective 
fi}rr help and a surgeon. Miss Emily courts with the intelligence of this 
Kotzebue, with the assistance of the assassination. — Sandt was executed 
servants, bore the body of her father on the 20th of May Manheim,. 
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continuing *10 the last to felicitate 
himself on the crime he had achiev- 
ed, amd to assert that he had no ac- 
complices. 

Archbishop of Jerusalem.— 
This day arrived at Oxford the most 
Reverend Gregory* Peter Qiarve, a 
native ofDamaseus and Syrian Arch- 
bishop of Jerusalem. His principal 
object in paying a visit to the Uni- 
versity was to examine the Arabic 
•MSS. of the Old Testament in the 
Bodleian Library, in order to asger- 
tain which contained the version best 
adapted for being printed and circu- 
lated in Syria. But the Archbishop^s 
more immediate object in undertak- 
ing a journey to Europe was to pro- 
cure presses and Syrian types, in or- 
der to iiavc the means of printing 
editions of the Bible ai^ Theologi- 
cal Treatises at his own Monastery 
of Santa Maria Liberatrice on Mount 
Libanus; which coidd by that means 
be more correctly executed than in 
Europe. Ara{)ic is the common 
language of Syria. The' Archbishop 
resided for a considerable time in 
, Ijialy, and for some time in Paris be- 
fore he came to England. The only 
European language he speaks is 
Italian. He iif profoundly acquaint- 
ed with the Arabic^ and knows also 
the Syriac, in which the liturgy of 
the church is read. 

Algerine Ambassador. — A few 
days ago the Algerine Ambassador,* 
AH Reis, arrived at Blake’s Hotel, 
.Termyn Street, London, attended by 
Golonel Malcolm and Captain White, 
R. N. *^0 is the chief officer of the 
•Algerine navy, and commanded the 
port at Algiers at the tinfe of Lord 
Exmouthfs attack upon that city in 
August 1816. 

European Statistics. — The 
present population of# Europe a- 
mounts to 177,221,600 persons, scat- 
tered over 154,450 geographic square 
miles. TJjis population, considered 


in an ethnographical point of view, 
comprehends 58,195,000 Teutonians 
or Germans; 60,586,400 descendants 
of the Romani; 45,120,000 Sclavo- 
nians ; 3, ‘7 18,000 Caledonians ; 

3.499.500 Tartars and Bulgarians; 

3.070.000 Magarians ; 2,022,000 

Greeks ; 1,760,000 Finlanders ; 

1 .610.000 Cimmerians; 622,000 Bas- 

ques ; 313,600 Guistes ; 294,000 
Arnauts ; 131,600 Armenians ; 

88.000 Maltese, &c. There are 

1.179.500 .Tews; 3,607,500 Maho- 
metans; and 1^2,432,500 Christians ; 
of whom there are 98,229,000 Catho- 
lics, and 41,898,500 Protestants. 
Europe is divided politically into se- 
venty-eight sovereign states, nomi- 
nally independent. Their aggregate 
forces ill peace are 1,600,000; and 
on the war establishment, 3,600,000. 
Th^ir maritime forces consist of 409 
ships of the line, 38 ships of 50 guns, 
318 frigates, and 1,563 vessels of an 
inferior class. 


APRIL. 

1. Murderous Duel in Ame- 
rica. — Reports having been in cir- 
culation calculated to induce a belief 
tliat the gentlemen who were the 
friends of (ienoral A. T. Mason, in 
the fatal termination of his quarrel 
with Mr M‘Carry, had been instru- 
mental in urging the afilrir to its un- 
fortunate issue, it has been thought 
proper to publish a simple statement 
of facts ; premising, that not even 
the nearest relative's of the deceased 
can more sincerely regret than do 
"those gentlemen, the determination 
of General Masootjto prosecute this 
business to its ultimate result. 1. It 
is well known to a number of Gene- 
ral Mason’s friends, that he had re- 
solved on challenging Mr M‘Car/y, 
in opposition to all tl»c aclvici? which 
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they gave, and all the efforts which 
they made to dissuade him. 2. One 
of the two gentlemen who were the 
friends ofGeneral Mason in the field, 
had, some time before, made similar 
exertions to dissuade him from th^ 
course he intended, and with similar 
bad success. 3. Before a personal 
interview had taken place between 
General Mason and his seconds, hjs 
letter, containing positive instruc- 
tions for their government in con- 
ducting the affair, wag written. This 
letter inclosed a communication for 
Mr M'Carty. The letter to Mr M‘- 
Carty not having been read by tliat 
gentleman, it is only thought neces- 
sary to give such extracts from it as 
show clearly that the determination 
of General Mason was made inde- 
pendently of any consultation with 
his second^s. 'fhis letter is ds»ted 
•* Richmond, Jan. 9. 1819.’^ The 
following are extracts from it : — 
“ Sir ; J have resigned my commis- 
sion for the especial and sole purpose 
of fighting you ; and am free to ac- 
cept or send a challenge, and to fight 
a duel. The public mind has become 
tranquil, and all suspicion of the fur- 
ther prosecution of our quarrel ha- 
ving subsided, we can now terminate 
it without being arrested by the civil 
authority, and without exciting alarm 
among our friends.** “ This eftbrt 
has been delayed by niy anxiety to 
effect such an arrangement of my 
affairs as tny duty to my family re- 
quired. That arrangement is just 
effected.** “ My friends * * and * * 
are fully authorised to act for me in 
every particular. Upon receiving 
from you a pledge to fight, they are 
authorised and instructed at once to 
give the challenge for me, and to 
make immediately every necessary 
arrangement for the duel, on any 
terms W'hich you may prescribe.** 
TJie fallowing are extracts from the 


letter of instructions, which is dated 
“ Richmond, Jan. 9. 1§19:** — “Gen- 
tlemen ; You will present thfe in- 
closed communication to Mr John 
M‘Carty, and tell him At once, that 
you arc authorised by me to chal- 
lenge him, in the event of his pledg- 
ing himself to fight.* If he will give 
the pledge, then I desire you that 
you will instantly challenge him, in 
my name, to fight a duel with me. 
You are not authorised to give a ver-^ 
bal challenge ; it must be reduced to 
writing. Agree to any terms he may 
propose, tnd to any distance; to three 
feet, Ids pretended favourite dis- 
tance, or to three inches, should his 
impetuous and rash courage pre- 
fer it : to any species of fire-afms, 
pistols, muskets, or rifles, 'agree at 
once.** — Other incorrect reports be- 
ing current respecting the interviews 
and communications between llic re- 
spective friends? of General Mason 
and Mr M‘Carty, it is thought pro- 
per to state, 1. Thgt, on present- 
ing the challenge, two modes of ter- 
minating the affair were proposed 
by Mr M‘Carty : 1st, to fight on«A ^ 
barrel of gunpowder ; and, 2dly, to 
figlitwith dirks; both which were ob- 
jected to, as not according with esta- 
blished usages, as being without ex- 
ample, and as calculated to establish 
a dangerous precedent. 2. That a 
third mode was proposed in the fol- 
lowing written acceptance of the 
challenge ; which the seconds of 
General Mason were bound to accede 
to, both from the positive instrucr 
tions of their principal, ^d from 
tlifc laws which govern the sCttlemenf 
of disputes in the field of honour : — 
Gentlemen ; I agree to. meet and 
fight your friend. General A. T. Ma- 
son, to-morrow evening, at five o'- 
clock, at Montgomery Court House. 
As 1 am at liberty to select the wea- 
pon with which 1 am to fight, I beg 
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leave to propose a musket charged 
with buck8,hot,*and at the distance of 

• tea feet. (Signed) J. M. M‘Cakty. 

• Feb. 4?. 1819.” 3. That it was pro- 
posed by thei friends of General Ma- 
son, and agreed to by MrM‘Carty, 
to substitute a singlg ball for buck- 
shot. 4^ That ij:' was agreed by the 
friends of both parties to postpone 
the meeting until ten o’clock on Sa- 
turday morning ; and that on the 
•ground, the distance measured ex- 
ceeded twelve feet. It now only re- 
mains to state, that all reports fe- 
specting the indecorous dej)ortment 
of either party on the ground are 
entirely false ; that the unfortunate 
meeting took place at the appointed 
tiniQ, and that the affair, although 
fatally, was honourably terminated. 
No man ever exhibited more perfect 
coolness and self-posscssfon than did 
General Mason on this melancholy 
occasion. It is due/o the friends of 
Mr M‘Carty, who arc not aware of 
this publication, to state, that their 
deportment ihrtiughout* the whole 
business was perfectly correct. It 
has been reported that General Ma- 

* son was struck by three balls. At 
the request of his friends, the exe- 
cutors of General Mason consented 
to an examination of the body ; and 
after a minute dissection, it was 
clearly ascertained that but one ball 
had entered the deceased. 

3. Windsor Castle. His Msp- 
jesty continues to enjoy a good state 
of bodily health, and has been tran- 
quil and' chcerf^ul through the last 

* month ^ut his Majesty’s disorder 

remains Mpdiminished. ^ 

S. Valenciennes. — The events 
which have borne heavy upon France 
for some years past, had caused the 
triple line of.fortresses to be neglect- 
ed, which extends from the upper 
Rhine to the North Sea* and forms 
an almost insuperable barrier when 
well defended. Marshal Gouvion 


St Cyr, the Minister of War, has 
adopted a plan, which the King has 
approved, to increase the strength 
and independence of France, by ma- 
king its power respected abroad. 
Besides, the ancient system of de- 
fence created by Vauban has under- 
gone some changes by the cession of 
the important fortress of Landau to 
Germany, and of Philippcville and 
Marienburgh to the Netherlands. 
On the other hand, Luxemburg, the 
Gibraltar of the centre of Europe, 
is a fortress of the German confede- 
ration. The frontiers of Prussia 
touch those of France, and the Mo- 
selle and the kingdom of the Nether- 
lands will shortly be covered by a 
line of fortresses which are erecting 
with a rapidity that is truly astonish- 
ing. Under those circumstances, it 
has been judged indispensable that 
Fraftce should take a respectable at- 
titude. In consequence, all the for- 
tresses of the first, second, and third 
ranks will be successively put in an 
excellent state of defence. Artillery, 
and all the materials necessary to 
arm them completely, are to arrive 
from the interior during the spring, 
and will be distributed among the 
fortresses that need a supply. The 
cannon unfit for service will be re- 
cast* at Douay. The new organiza- 
tion of* the army proceeds with rapi- 
dity. The legions of foot, and the 
I regiments of horse in garrison in the 
sixteenth military divisioq, daily re- 
ceive a considerable number of re- 
cruits. Many old soldiers willingly 
resume their arms, especially since 
a great number of the officers who 
have so often led tlfem to glory have 
been recalled to their standards. The 
third battalion of each legion is form- 
ing, and the complete organization 
of the army of reserve will soon rea- 
lize the new military system. Mawy 
officers on half-pay have lately re- 
ceived commissions. The tworej^i- 
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ments of infantry of the royal guard 
in garrison in this city and Lille are 
also completing by voluntary enrol- 
ments. 

6. A Quack Doctor. — At Staf- 
ford Assizes a cause was brought 
on at the suit of the Apothecaries 
Company, against the son of a 
man Who had been originally a gar- 
dener, but who had long exercised 
the business of a covoAcech and quack 
doctor; the son claiming a right 
of following the profession of an 
apothecary, through 'having studied 
under his renowned father. In the 
cross-examination of the father, by 
Mr Dauncey, he was asked if he 
had always been a surgeon? The 
witness appealed to the J udge if this 
was a proper amwr^ and whether 
he must reply to it ; and at last said, 

1 am a Surgent.** Mr Dauncey 
asked him to spell this word, which 
he did at several times, viz. ** Syur- 
Surgendi** Surguni^** Ser^ 
gund»^^ Mr Dauncey said, ** I am 
afraid, Sir, you do not often take so 
much time to study the cases which 
come before you as you do to an- 
swer my question.’* “ I do not. 
Sir.” Witness said, he never em- 
ployed himself as a gardener, but 
was a farmer till he learnt his present 
business. Mr Dauncey said, “ Whom 
did you learn it of?” I learnt it 
of Dr Holme, my brother-in-law ; 
he practised the same as the Whit- 
worth doctors, and they were regular 
physicians.” Mr Dauncey, Where 
did they take their dt'grees ?” Wit- 
nes, “ 1 don’t believe they ever took 
a degree.” “ Then were they re- 
gular physicians “Noll believe 
they were not, they were only doc< 
tors.” “ Only doctors ! were they 
doctors in law, pliy^ic, or divinity ?** 
They doctored cows and other 
things, and humans as well.” Judge 
to witncs.s ; “ Did y^ii ever make 
Ilf) anj' medicine by the prescription 


of a physician ?** ** I 4 iever did.** 
Do you understancf the-characters 
they use for ounces, scruples and 
drachms ?** I do not.** Then 
you cannot make up tlfcir prescrip- 
tions from reading them ?** ** 1 can- 
not, but I can makp up as good me- 
dicines in my way* as they can in 
theirs.** ** What proportion does an 
ounce bear to a pound ?** — (A pause.) 
— There are sixteen ounces to the 
pound ; but we do not go by any re-^ 
gular weight, we mix ours by the 
hand.** “ Do you bleed ?** Yes.** 
“ With % fleam or with a lancet ?** 
“ With a lancet.** Do you bleed 
from the vein or from the artery ?** 
From the vein.*’ “ There is an ar- 
tery somewhere about the temples ; 
what is the name of that artery ?’* “I 
do not prptend to have so much 
learning as some have.” Can you 
tell me the name of that artery?** «« 1 
do not know .which you mean.” 

Suppose, then, 1 was to direct you 
to bleed my servant, or my horse, 
(which God forbid !) in a vein, say, 
for instance, in the jugular vein, 
where should you bleed him ?** In 
the neck, to be sure.** The Jury 
almost instantly returned a verdict 
for the plaintiffs. — Damages L.20. 

12. Anecdote of Abbas Mir- 

ZA, Crown Prince op Persia 

Abbas Mirza, Crown Prince of Per- 
sia, is one of the most remarkable 
hien of ouv times. He was born in 
the year 1782, and everyone expects 
great changes when he ascends his 
father*s throne. His intercourse 
with learned Europeans ; Ws speak- 
ing the English and French lan^ 
guages ^Ty fluently ; his introduc- 
tion of the European an.d military 
system and discipline, and forming 
on that system a body of 10,000 in- 
fantry, and. a considerable corps of 
artillery, and other measures, dis- 
play a mind of no common order. 
Abbas Mirza is not a mere soldier, 
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but his fines qualities render him 
still more worthy of the throne. 
Moritz Von Kotzebue relates the 
* following honourable anecdote of 
him : ** The Russian Ambassador/’ 
says he, « perceived in the garden 
belonging to the Prince, a project- 
ing corner of an old wall, which 
made a very ugly contrast with the 
rest, and disfigured the prospect. 
He asked Abbas Mirza why he did 
wot have it pulled down i ‘‘ Only 
think,” replied the Prince, I ha%e 
bought this garden from several pro- 
prietors in order to make something 
magnificent ; the proprietor of the 
place where the wall projects is an 
old peasant, the only person who 
positively refused to sell me his piece 
of land, as he would not part with 
it at any price, it being ap old fami- 
ly possession. 1 must confess it is 
very vexatious, but notwithstand- 
ing, 1 honour him for his attach- 
ment to his forefathers, and sStill 
more for his boldness in refusing it 
me : but 1 will wait till *an heir of 
his shall be* more reasonable.” 

^ 1^. Archbishop or Jerusalem. — 
This day the subscribers to the fund 
for assisting the iJyrian Archbishop 
of Jerusalem, iTi diffusing Christian 
knowledge in Syria, by forming a 
printing establishment on Mount 
Libanus, met at the Freemasons’- 
tavern, to the number of seventy or 
eighty individuals ; amdng whonJ 
were recognised Lord Teignmouth, 
Messrs Wilberforce, lluttcrwortli, 
Leigh, Ac., and the Uev. Josiali 
Pratt, jSkn Owen, Samuel Lee, and 
itiany othw respectable members bf 
the comniunity. About Indf past L 
o’clock Lord Teignmouth was called 
to the chair, who briefly explained 
to the meetiiTg the reasons for which 
it had been convened. .Ills Lord- 
ship observed, that as it was their 
bounden duty to propagate the Chris- 


tian religion in every country under 
Heaven, they ought not to neglect 
so glorious an opportunity of perfor- 
ming this duty i& the extensive re- 
gions of Asia as was now afforded 
them by the arrival of the Archbishop 
of Jerusalem in this favoured country. 
That venerable personage wafi not 
less distinguished by his learning 
an^ his piety than he was by the 
zeal with which he endeavoured to 
remote the cause of Christian 
nowledge. He had travelled from 
Syria with no other view than that 
of procuring assistance to enable 
him to disseminate such religious in- 
struction among the flock over which 
he presided as was calculated to 
make them understand more fully 
the sublime truths and the grand 
moral lessons which are inculcated 
by genuine Christianity. He had 
applied at Rome, and he had applied 
at Paris, for this assistance; but 
neither Rome nor Paris were possess- 
ed of sufficient generosity to afford 
it. He (Lord Teignmouth) was al- 
most glad to say that they had not, 
inasmuch as it gave this country the 
opportunity of performing those 
services to their Asiatic brethren 
which both the other countries to 
whom the Archbishop had applied 
had refused to render. The Arch- 
bishop was now about to return to 
the regions which he had left with 
"such beneficent intentions, and it 
was therefore thought yrroper, by 
those who had subscribed their funds 
to aid the religious purposes which 
he had so nobly attempted to effect, 
that he should receive a valedicto- 
ry salutation at their hands before 
lie quitted the shores of England. 
— The Rev. Josiah Pratt then rose, 
and gave a concise description of the 
objects which had led the Archly- 
sljop to leave his own eountry, and 
the success which he had experienv- 
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ed in his endeavours to secure them* 
From this account it appeared, that 
the Archbishop, who professes the 
Roman Catholic i^ligion, had left 
his convent on Mount Libanus, 
(Convento della Maria Liberatricct) 
from a conviction, that without 
further assistance than the funds 
of his convent were able to supply, 
it would be impossible to administer 
thatspiritual instruction to the Chris- 
tians of Palestine and Syria, which 
their wants so imperiously demand- 
ed. In his endcaVours to obtain 
that assistance, he had come to Eng- 
land, and had already, as he (Mr 
Prattj was glad to inform the meeting, 
seen upwards of L.4'30 subscribed 
in furtherance of his disinterested 
project. Out of this sum, L.lOO 
had that morning been given to him 
for his own private uses; a gift, 
which he (Mr Pratt) trustee! the 
meeting would sanction with their 
approbation, especially as the vene- 
rable individual in question must 
have incurred many extraordinary 
expences in the course of Jiis long 
and tedious wanderings. He (Mr 
Pratt) was also happy to inform them, 
that a gentleman of the name of 
Clymer had presented the Arch- 
bishop with one of liis Columbian 
printing presses. This present had 
excited the utmost gratitude in the 
mind of the Archbishop, and could 
not fail to excite strong feelings of 
admiration in the mind of every in- 
dividual who heard of the circum- 
stance. He, perhaps, ought to state 
to them, that the venerable character 
whom theywer^ now assembled to 
meet, had come to this country with- 
out any letters of recommendation 
to any individual in it. He was in- 
deed a Catholic ; but he was glad to 
say a Catholic of such a description 
as would not object to the free cir- 
(*ulation of the Bible ainopg all ranks 


and classes within his jurisdiction. 
It had, indeed, been ^id, that the 
Archbishop had privately coipmuni- 
cated to some of his friends, his in-^ 
tention of not allowing the free pro- 
mulgation of the Hojy Bible ; but he 
believed that hf could refer to an ho- 
nourable gentlemiy:) (Mr Lee) for a 
contraciiccion of that rumour. With 
regard to the other qualities of the 
Archbishop, he should leave his two 
friends, Mr Owen and Mr Lee, to c)^- 
plain them. They would tell the 
meeting how excellent the conduct 
of this i^idividuul had been whilst in 
their company, and how extensive 
were the stores of Oriental literature 
which he had displayed to them du- 
ring the visit which they hud , made 
together to the University of Oxford. 
For his own part, he should conclude 
by moving for the appointment of a 
committee, to decide on what would 
be the most atjyjsahle method of dis- 
posing of the money, and to delibe- 
rate upon the means which ought to 
be adojjted to maiiitain a correspon- 
dence in future with the Archbishop. 
— The Rev. Mr Owen then expressed 
his conviction of the virtue and inte-' 
grity of the Archbishop, -a conviction 
which was formed fi'uni an intimate 
acquaintance with him for some time 
past, and from certain traits of cha- 
racter which had escaped from him 
(the Archbishop) unintentionally and 
"almost unobservedly during the jour- 
ney which they had taken together. 
He could not help saying that his 
arrival in this country was not mere- 
ly opportune, but was ejiCn provi- 
dential. It had opene/ to us a 
means of communicating with our 
Christian brethren in Asia, and a 
means of instilling into the Mo- 
hammedan inhabitants .of that coun- 
try a knowledge of that light which 
leadctli to salvation. It had also 
settled a controversy which had cx- 
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isted betweeik several learned men 
in this country, ^regarding the lan- 
'jguage into which it would be most 
expedient to translate the Scriptures, 
for the use and^beneht of the Asiatic 
nations. Dr Macbride had proposed 
one language, and Mp Lee ha^ pro- 
posed another ; biSt the Archbishop 
had advised the use of the Taoushan, 
(Arabic in Syrian characters) as most 
likely to be generally understood. 
JV^r Owen then entered into an ac- 
count of the religious coustitution ol" 
the Syro-Christiaii Church, and after 
some other observations ondtlie ne- 
cessity of affording every assistance 
within their power to the Archbi- 
shop, concluded his speech with pre- 
dicting great advantages from the 
establishment of a constant chan- 
nel of communication betjiveen the 
Christian Churches of Europe and 
Asia. — The Ucv. Mr Lee (Erofessor 
of Arabic in the University of Cam- 
bridge) bore testimony to the asto- 
nishing acquaintance which the 
Archbishop liad displayed* with the 
etores of Oi^ental literature preser- 
^ve(K*in the Bodleian Library at Ox- 
ford ; and argued that such exten- 
sive knowledge was a prima facit 
proof that the ifrchhishup actually 
was the person whom he stated him- 
self to be. Mr Owen then proposed 
that the Archbishop should be in- 
vited to meet the Assembly. He 
hoped that the meeting wdhld show 
as few marks of curiosity as possible 
on the entrance of the Archbishop, 
as the Aj^hbishop had objected to 
the presence of females at this meet- 
ing, from a^dread that he should b(f 
treated as a mere spectacli^ The 
Archbishop . had also expressed a 
wish that no mention should be made 
of the sums ^hich were presented 
to him, “ because,*' saidt he, “ if 
the Grand Turk knew that I had 
brought more than two shillings with 


me from England, he would cer- 
tainly massacre me on my return.” 
Mr Owen then left the room, and 
shortly afterward:^ returned accom- 
panied by the Archbishop. On ar- 
riviiig at the Chairman’s seat, he 
bow'ed first to the Chair and then to 
the company, and seemed to /eel 
some small degree of alarm and agi- 
tation. He was however encouraged 
by Mr Wilberforce and Mr Owen, 
and quickly regained his presence of 
mind, nhich for a moment appeared 
to have dcsertetl him. He was 
dressed in the Oriental costume, his 
head was covered with a blue turban, 
and Ills body with a long and loose 
robe of dark blue cloth or serge. 
He seemed to be about forty years 
of age, though his beard, which is 
Jong and bushy, may probably make 
him Iqok older than he really is. In 
spite, however, of all the peculiari- 
ties of his dress and manners, his 
appearance evidently made a favour- 
able impression u[)on all the spec- 
tators in the room. After a short 
pause, the Chairman informed him 
(and Mr Owen conveyed the in- 
formation to him in Italian) that 
assistance would gladly be afford- 
ed to him by the individuals whom 
he saw assembled before him. A 
smile of satisfaction immediately 
played upon his countenance, and 
he desired Mr Owen to acquaint the 
’ dbmpany, that as he could not ad- 
dress them in English, he would ad- 
dress them in another language, 
which he trusted Mr Owen would 
have the goodness to interpret to 
them. Mr Owen acquiescing in this 
proposal himself, and informing him 
th&t it was highly acceptable to the 
meeting, the Archbishop uttered a 
few sentences in ftalian, expressive 
of the gratitude which he felt for the^ 
favours which they had bestowed up- 
on *liim, and of the expectations. 
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which he enjoyed of great good aris- 
ing from them to the cause of Chris- 
tian virtue and piety. After this 
speech, which was received with 
considerable applause, a Committee 
was appointed for the purposes nien- 
tioned by the Rev. Josiah Pratt, and 
a liberal subscription immediately 
macie to aid the design for which the 
meeting had assembled. 

15. Execution of George War- 
den. — This day George Warden, 
late clerk in the Aberdeen Post- 
office, was executed, pursuant to 
a sentence of the High Court of 
Justiciary of the J2th of March last, 
for the crime of abstracting letters 
containing money from the mail-bags 
passing through the Post-office, A- 
berdeen. The circumstances under 
which this unfortunate young man 
was convicted excited an extraordi- 
nary degree of sympathy in his be- 
half, and many indulged hopes of a 
commutation of his sentence till the 
latest possible period. This general 
interest operated, probably along 
with a recollection of the unhappy 
circumstances attending the last 
spectacle of the kind in Edinburgh, 
to draw an immense multitude to the 
place of execution. The spot se- 
lected for this purpose was in the 
Lawnmarket. A drop was erected 
at the head of Libberton^s Wynd, 
and the crowd extended in a com- 
pact body from the Weigh-house £o' 
the Cross, so that there could not be 
fewer than 20,000 spectators. At 
half-past two o’clock, tlie Magis- 
trates, in their robes, wt nt from the 
County Hall tp the Lock-up house, 
where the prisoner was confined, and 
where the Rev. Mr Porteoiis, cbfip- 
lain to the gaol, and the Rev. Dr 
Brunton of the Tron Church, were 
attending him. Mr Porteous then 
read a portion of llu? 51st psalm, 
which Warden joined in singhig ; 
and after a prayer by the same reve- 


rend gentleman, tho whole moved 
from the Lock-up house, through 
the lower part of the County build; 
ings, to Libber ton’s wynd, from the 
top of which a staii^ led up to the 
scaffold, on which -the prisoner ap- 
peared at a quarter before three o’- 
ciocky '3upported*by the two clergy- 
men, and attended by Bailies An- 
derson and Brown. Warden behaved 
throughout the remaining part of the 
tragical scene with becoming firlh- 
ness ; his countenance seemed to ex- 
press pensive resignation to his fate, 
but exhibited no marks of terror or 
dismay. At his own request Dr 
Brunton read out the fifth hymn in 
the collection used in the Church of 
Scotland, which he joined in skiging; 
and after an impressive prayer by 
the Reve»**end Doctor, Warden shook 
hands cordially with all around him, 
and walked up to the drop, assisted 
by Mr Porteous. The last shocking 
duty was then performed by the 
Glasgow executioner, and in a few 
minutes £his unfortunate young man 
was launched into eternity. During 
the service the Reverend DoctoY wag 
more than once almost overcome by 
his feelings; and while he prayed, 
the majority of tlie crowd within 
hearing remained uncovered. Just 
before the drop fell, a circumstance 
occurred which excited considerable 
alarm among a portion of the crowd, 
but fortftnately no serious result fol- 
lowed. When the executioner and 
his assistants descended from the 
drop, the unhappy sufferer fainted, 
and swung upon the rop^while the 
•■handkerchief, unpercei^cd for \in 
instant, fell from his hand. A loud 
cry of “ Let down the drop !” issued 
from those close by ; while others at 
a great distance, alarmed by the 
shout, ran with violence in different 
directions from the scene. In a mo- 
ment, however, the drop fell ; and in 
less than two minutes ^'arden’s suf- 
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ferings were at* an end. Warden was 
only twent 3 r-ope ^ears of age, and 
previous to the commission of the 
^crime for which he suffered, appears 
"^to have borne in unblemished cha- 
racter, and to have been much re- 
spected for his obliging attention to 
those who had business to Kansact 
with him. He lias left a widowed 
mother and two sisters to lament his 
untimely fate, one of whom is fifteen 
anal the other five years of age. The 
youngest one, with his rnother, at-, 
tended him in gaol these some weeks 
past, during which time he has 
maintained a most pious resigna- 
tion. On Tuesday night, about ten 
o'clock, he took an afiectionate fare- 
well ofi them ; and tiie scene, to use 
the expressions of the very humane 
governor of the gaol, was eyen more 
heart-rending than that of the exe- 
* cution. He embraced his little sis- 
ter in his arms, kissed her repeated- 
ly, and exhorted her, in terms suited 
to her capacity, to walk in the paths 
of virtue ; and in taking farewell of 
his mother, * he"*recomniendcd his 
^isttfs strongly to her maternal care; 
^entreating her even, he said, if she 
should beg for it, to endeavour to 
procure for thenl such instruction 
and education as might enable them 
to prosecute a reputable line of life. 
The anguish of the mother during 
this last interview will not admit of 
description. * 

On the same day, in presence of 
3ailie Smith and Dr Brunton, War- 
den emitted and signed the following 
declaration^: — 

• ** EdirAurgh, April 13. 1819. • 
In order that the trutft may 
hereafter bei investigated, and that 
injustice may be prevented to the 
young men, clerks in the different 

E ost-oflices, and that they may not 
e tempted by poverty, or tlie op- 
pression of their superiors, to break 
their trust, ayd, like me, to expiate 


their guilt on a gallows, I deem that 
it may be of use that 1 leave behind 
me on record a declaration of the 
truth as to the actual amount of my 
allowance from the post-office of 
Aberdeen, which was only L, 40. 

1 am by no means actuated, in this 
my last declaration, by any fee]ing 
of malice or revenge against the per- 
son ^of Mr Dingwall ; but I do so 
with the hope of saving others from 
being in any way under the neces- 
sity of committing a similar crime : 
because, had 1 been paid the salary 
allowed by Government, the temp- 
tation in my power would not have . 
been availed of. At the same time, 

1 return my most sincere thanks to 
the Clergymen and others, for their 
kindness in visiting me while under 
sentence; and, in justice, 1 cannot 
omit mention the kind treatment 
I received from the Governor, Mr 
Sibbald, in making me as comfort- 
able as my situation would admit 
of. I die in peace with all men, and 
in the humble hope of pardon from 
God for niy sins and offences against 
the public. 

(Signed) “ George Warden. 

“ Robert Smith, Bailie. 

Alexander Brunton, Minister. 

“ P. S.— I have to contradict the 
printed poem that was soM through 
the city of Edinburgh, as it was ne- 
ver wTitten by me. 1 also deny that 
eVer 1 abstracted but L.5 from 
letters coming through the -post-of- 
fice of Aberdeen. 

George Warden.”^ 

Every precaution was taken to 
prevent the recurrence of the dis- 
graceful scene so lately witnessed in 
Edinburgh. A considerable area in 
front of the drop was strongly stak- 
ed in, and lined inside by a strong 
body of the police. The high con- 
stables were assembled in the aisle* 
of the adjacent church ; and in the. 
County-Hall abuglenmn of the S6ih 
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was stationed, to sound an alarm to 
the garrison in case of necessity. 
But no feeling seemed to actuate 
the multitude assembled, but that 
of silent compassion ‘ for the unfor- 
tunate sufferer ; and in a short time 
after the sentence of the law Vas 
carried into effect, the streets were 
quite clear. 

21. Visit OF THE Empkror OF Au- 
stria TO Vesuvius. — The Emperor 
and Empress of Austria, accom- 
panied by the Prince of Salerno, 
and the Princess Amelia of Saxony, 
ascended Vesuvius at eleven in the 
evening of this day ; having for 
their guides the Duke de la Torre, 
and the Chevalier de Gimhernat, 
both well acquainted with the to- 
pography of the mountain. The 
imperial party rested for the night 
at a short distance from the cra- 
ter to enjoy the brilliant spectacle 
of volcanic eruptions during the 
night, and to obtain a view of the 
magnificent scenery in the bay and 
gulpli of^Naples at suii-risc. In the 
morning tliey also visited an appa- 
ratus established by the Chevalier 
Gimhernat near the crater, whicli, 
by condensing the steam that issues 
from tlie mountain, produces clear 
and even salubrious water. This, 
however, soon became an unpleasant 
gratification of curiosity from the 
number of ignited stones, projected 
from the crater, wdiich fell in gre^it’ 
numbcTG around them. During tlie 
two hours they remained at the sum- 
mit, Vesuvius displayed all its gran- 
deur. Immense jets of flame, and 
vollies of red-hot stones, thrown to 
a prodigious elevation, accompanied 
with violent explosions, w^ere repeat- 
ed every ten minutes “ avee un eclat, 
dont les 'plm beaux bouquets d* artifice 
ne sauraient memc donner une 
*Thi8 magnificent and somewhat 
^ terrific spectacle has in some mea- 
suft indemnified the imperial party 


for not having witnessed the current 
of lava, which, aft^r flowing inces- 
santly fora whole mrhth, had only 
ceased a few days before their ascenf. 

23. Patent Co:^fins. — A cu- 
rious and important case is now 
pending in the Ecclesiastical Court 
in Do*^ jrs’ Commons. In April 1818, 
Mr Etlward Little Bridgman, of Gos- 
well-street-road, obtained a patent 
for a newly invented wrought- iron 
coffin. The object of the patentee 
appears tqi have been twofold ; first, 
to furnish a coffin of solid materials 
at a cheap price ; and, secondly, to 
secure the corpse from being disin- 
terred for the purpose of dissection. 
The patent coffin is manufactured 
for L.3, 10s., and is constructed up- 
on such principles that it cannot be 
re-opened. In these coffins the pa- 
tentee has buried upwards of a hun- 
dred persons in fifty-two places, prin- ^ 
cipally in the metropolis. Some pa- 
rishes at first refused to admit the 
coffin, considering that it was less 
liable to decay than coffins made 'of 
wood or lead ; bui.'uL l^st. they con- 
sented to receive it. The rector of 
one parish, however, (St Andrew*, •- 
Holborn,) positively refused to bury 
a corpse contained in one of these 
coffins ; and in consequence, the pa- 
tentee, in the name of the husband 
of the deceased, applied to the Bi- 
shop of London, to rc-quest that his 
Lortlship would direct I he rector to 
perform the funeral service over the 
body. The Bishop replied, that he 
had heard of the case, and that the 
husband intended to brio^ it before 
the Ecclesiastical Courts he did not 
wish, tiierefore, to insist on the ad- 
mission of these coffin«. He concei- 
ved, that the best way of settling the 
matter for the present was, to con- 
vey the bodies for interment in cof-* 
fins made of the usual materials, and 
leave the issue of the legal pVoceed- 
ings to determine whether iron cof* 
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fins should h/e received in future or 
not; or, his Eordship added, he 
would* endeavour to prevail on the 
parish to wave their opposition in the 
present instatice, on the patentee 
giving a promise to bring no more 
coffins of the same, kind til) the ques- 
tion was settledc>ii) Doctui^g^ Com- 
mons. The patentee informed the 
Bishop, that it was impossible to put 
the body in any other coffin, as the 
jne in which it was deposited could 
not be opened; and tlyit he coi^d 
not undertake, even if this coffin 
were rcctMved, not to bring tyiy more, 
as he had just placed two other bo- 
dies in iron coffins in that parish. 
The husband then cited the Rector 
of Andrew’s into the Commons, 
to answer to certain interrogatories 
to be administered to Jiiin. The 
clergyman has entered his appear- 
ance, and the case will be decided 
in the course of the ensuing term, 
25. AnuivAL OF the Persian 
Ambassador and the fair Cir- 
^c>^iAN. — About three? this after- 
noon,"* W«u-^IiI5^ty’s schooner Pio- 
ije€r arrived in Dover roads, and very 
^shortly after the boat belonging 
to the Customs put off' from her un- 
der a salute. Mie had on board the 
Persian Ambassador and suite, who, 
on landing, were greeted with an- 
other salute from the guns at the 
heights. As the schooner had been 
seen for some time before her arri- 
val, there was an amazing concourse 
of people assembled on the beach ; 
and the novel nature of the arrival 
of ten ol' a dozen persons habited in 
dilks and fturbans, with daggers and 
long beards, in no small degree at- 
tracted the attention of the inhabi- 
tants, whose curiosity had been rai- 
sed to the highest pitch by the dif- 
ferent accounts of the b^uty of the 
fair Circassian ; and had not a coach 
been 'provided at the water’s edge, 
^ we much doubt if his Excellency and 


suite would have reached the inn 
without considerable difficulty. The 
crowd followed to WrighPs Hotel 
nearly as fast as the carriage, it being 
reported by some that the fair female 
was in a mask, under the habit of a 
mhie attendant, whilst others stated 
that she would not be landed till the 
middle of the night. In about half an 
hour, however, after the arrival of the 
first boat, a second boat came into the 
harbour, and landed the Circassian 
beauty. She was attended from the 
schooner by Lieutenant Graham, of 
the preventive service, and two black 
eunuchs. She was scarcely seen ; for 
the instant she landed she was put 
into a coach, which conveyed her to 
the inn. She had on a hood, which 
covered the upper part of her head, 
and a large silk shawl screened the 
lowc^ part of her face, across the 
nose', from observation ; therefore 
her eyes, which are truly beautiful, 
and part of her forehead, were the 
only parts of her beauties that could 
be seen. She is of the middle sta- 
ture, and appeared very interesting. 
Her look was languid from illness, 
arising from a rough passage. She 
was conducted to a bed-room on 
reaching the inn, but no one was al- 
lowed to attend her but the eunuchs. 

Newstead Abbey. — This stately 
and venerable pile, (recently pur- 
chased by Major Wiltlrnan for the 
•sum of L.100,000), has been for near- 
ly three centuries the ab(4de of the 
ancient and noble house of Byron. 
It was granted at (ho dissolution of 
the monasteries by King Henry VIII. 
to Sir John Byron, one of the favou- 
rites of that monarch, and son of the 
brave Sir John who perished on the 
field of Bosworth. In the vault, un- 
der the magnificent chapel at New- 
stead, repose the mortal remains of 
several generations of this illustrious 
and “ time-honoured race,” whos^ 
descendant, gifted with the 'most 
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fiplendid talents which can adorn any 
name, is now a seif-exiled wanderer 
on a foreign shore, and thus volunta- 
rily despoils himself and his posteri- 
ty of the patrimony so dearly and so 
nobly purchased by the valour and 
virtue of his ancestors. Previous Ho 
the Noble Lord^s departure from 
England, his extensive estates in 
Lancashire and Cheshire were 
brought to the hammer and sdld. 
Horeston, in Derbyshire, now alone 
remains of all the vast possessions of 
this illustrious and' once numerous 
family. It was conferred by William 
the Conqueror upon Hugucs de Bi- 
roD, one of the valiant adventurers 
who enlisted under his banner. It 
formerly boasted a strongly fortified 
castle, where ISir John de Biron, 
(better known in the old chronicles 
by the name of John of Horc- 
ston,”) maintained his court* in a 
degree of feudal splendour not much 
inferior to that of his sovereign. Of 
the old castle, however, not a vestige 
now remains. The present young 
nobleman is not the first of his fami- 
ly who has attained literary celebrity. 
His aunt Isabella, Countess of Car- 
lisle, possessed a fine taste for poetry, 
and was the authoress of The 
Fairy^s Answer,” in reply to Mrs 
Greville’s Ode to Indifference. Lord 
Byron is godson to his Roy all High- 
ness the Prince Regent, and grand- 
son to the late Honourable Admiral* 
Byron, with whose simple and af- 
fecting Narrative” almost every 
body is acquainted. Should his 
Lordship die without male issue, the 
title and estate of Horeston, which 
are unalienable, will descend to his 


cousin, George Anson J3yron, a capr 
tain in the royal navy. 

28. A shock of an earthquake has 
been felt in the neighbourhood of 
Rome, and has done considerable 
mischief. The famous cupola, call- 
ed II CastfillOf is now a heap of ruins ; 
and thej^'hurch of.ithe Minor Friars, 
of the brdcr of St Francis, of which 
it formed a part, rendered incapable 
of serving any longer as a place of 
worship. It is reported that the 
shock was felt along the whole coast 
of the Mediterranean, and that con- 
siderably damage has been done in 
many places. Fortunately no lives 
have been lost. 

Indian Aumy. — A return of all 
the military forces, regular aud ir- 
regular, serving in India at the date 
of the last dispatches, distinguishing 
the numbers of the King’s forces 
from those of the Company, and the 
Europeans from the Natives : 

liEGUJ.All Tlioors. 

King’s— -Cayalry, •4,692 - " 

Infantry, 1 7,858— 

Company’s— .European ' 

artillery,... 4,583 , 

European *' 

infantry,... 3,120—7,703 

Native cavalry, ^ 11,011 

Native infantry, 132,815 

Native artillery, includ- 
ing gun Lascars at- 
tached to the Eu- 
ropean artillery, 8,759— 152,585 

Total regulars, 182,838 

IRREGULAR TROOPS. 

Native cavalry, 7,659 

Native infantry, 17,082.^ — 24,741 

Invalids and pensioners, 5,875 

^ Grand total, ,^.213,454 


* This number includcR two regiments of light dragoons, embarked in February last for 
India, for tlie relief of'odicr regiments on Uiat station. The strengtli of the two regiments 
was 929 men. 

C' f Four regiments of cavalry and two of infantry are under orders to return to Europe, ' 
consisting in whole of 4212 men. 
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S. Mungo PARK.t—Th« death of 
this enterprising travcll^is now 
placed beyond any doubt. Many 
accounts of it •fcave been received, 
and although varying as to the cir- 
(^mstances attending it, yet all a- 
greeing that it has taKeii»place. Oac 
statement was given to Mr Bowdich, 
while onhib mihsionto theKaig of the 
Ashantces, in 1817, by a Moor, who 
said tliat he was an eye-witness ; and 
the same gentleman procured an A- 
rabit? manuscript declaratory of Mr 
Park's death. This manuscript has 
been deposited with the African As« 
socidlion, formed for the purpose of 
extending researches in that part of 
the woild. Two trjftislations have 
been made of this curious document ; 

by Mr Salgme, an ^ Egyptian, 
wftMccompa y^ d Vibcount Exmouth 
In hi^ntaclT on Algiers, as interpret 
and the other by Mr Jackson, 
formerly consul at one of the Barbary 
courts. The fujlowing is Mr Sala- 
mi’s translation, from which, how- 
ever, the one by Mr Jackson only 
differs in a trifling degree. The 
words in italics have been inserted 
by Mr, Salami, in order to render^ 
the' rjiading more perfecE, and are 
not in the oiiginal. 

A Literal Translation of a Declara^ 
iion iH^jfitten in a corrupted Arabic^ 
^om the town of Yaim^ in the inte- 
^rior of Africa^ ^ * 

In the name of Ood, the merci- 
ful and the.muniflceDt. This decla- 
ration is issued from the town called 
Yaud, in the ebuntry of Kossa* We 
(the writer) do witness life f (Mowing 
case (.statement.) We never saw, 
nor heard of the sea ( river )t called 
Koodd; but^we sat to hear (under- 
VOL. XII. PART ir. 


stood) the voice (report) of some 
persons, sayings • We saw a ship, e- 
qual to lier we never saw before ; and 
the King of Yaud had sent plenty 6f 
every kind of food, with cows and 
s^eep ; there were two men, one wo- 
man, two male slaves, and two maids 
in the ship ; the two white men toere 
derived from the race (sect) of Nassri 
(Christ, or Christianity). The King 
of Yaud asked them to come out to 
him (to land) ; but they refused co- 
ming out (landing); and they went 
to the King of the country of Bassa, 
who is greater than the King of 
Yaud ; and while they were sitting 
in the sliip, and gaining a position 
(rounding) over the Cape of Koodd, 
and were in society with the people 
of the King of Bassa, the ship reach- 
ed (struck) ahead of mountain, which 
took •(destroyed; /ier away, and the 
men and women of Bassa all together, 
with every kind of arms (goods), 
and the ship could And no way to a- 
void the mountain ; and the man who 
wa% in the ship killed his wife, and 
threw all his property into the Sea 
(river), and then they threw them- 
selves also^ from fear. Afcerv4llS*ds 
they took one out of the water till 
the news reached the town of Kanji, 
the country of the King of Wawi| 
and the King of Wawi heard of it ; 
he buried him in hi> earth (grave), 
and the other e^e have not seen ; per- 
haps he is in the bottom of the wa* 
ter ; and God knows best.’* Authen- 
tic from the mouth of Sherif Abra* 
ham.” — In addition to the foregoing* 
another corroboration has been ob- 
tained. Lieut -Cot. Fitzclarence, 
when on his voyage. down the Medi- 
terranean on boaid the Tkgus fri- 
gate, Capt. Dundas, with dispatches 
from the Marquis of Hastings, learnt 
from the Governor to the two sons 
of. the Emperor of Morocco, who 
had been on a {Pilgrimage to MeccnIJ 
and were then returning home, that 
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lie (Hadjec Talub) had been to Tim- 
buctoo in 1807> and had heard of 
ivoo white men, who, came from the 
sea, having been near that place tlie 
year before, and that they sold beads, 
and had no money to purchase grain. 
This person added, that they went 
down the Nile to the eastward, and 
that general report stated that tlicy 
die^tofthe climate, 'i'here can be litt’e 
doubt but the two white men here al- 
luded to were Mr Park and his com- 
panion Lieut. Martyn, who were at 
Sansanding in November 1805, and 
could, in the following year, have 
been near Timbuctoo. Sansanding 
is the place from whence the last 
dispatches were dated.-by Mr Park ; 
and Amadi Fatouma, who was his 
guide afterwards, was sent to learn 
his fate, and returned with an ac« 
count of Mr Park being drovined. 
The statement of this person was, 
however, of such a nature as to ex- 
cite suspicions of its correctness: 
and hopes were entertained that Mr 
Park had not met with such an un- 
timely fate. Fourteen years have now 
ahnost elapsed since the date of 
hisAst dispatches ; a circumstatice 
which is of itself sufficient to demon- 
atrate, that he is to be added to the 
catalogue of those who have perish- 
ed in their attempts to explore the 
interior of Africa, 

4. Court of Assizes, Paris. Int 

VESTlGAtlOK OP AN ATTEMPr TO AS- 
SASSINATE THE Duke of Welling- 
ton. — Accusation against Maric- 
Andr^ Cantillon, a jeweller, born at 
Paris, and residing at NO* 16, Rue 
de Dauphin6 ; hiso, against Joseph 
Stanislas Marinet, aged 49, without 
any occupation, born at Hortagne, 
department of Airr, and residing at 
NO; .313, Rue St Honor6. 

* About one o^clock on the morn- 
ing of the 11th of February 1818, 
the Duke of Wellington was return- 


ing in his carriage to lu'^hotcl in the 
Rue Champs Elysees. The carriage 
was driven by his coachman, Daniel 
Guiver; and Louis L'enneux, his 
footman*, was behind. At the moment 
when the carriage a'pproached the 
hotel, the ^xplosioft^of fire arms was 
heard, and the light was seen by the 
Duke, his coachmam and footman. 
The sentinels were at the door of 
the hotel when the report was heard. 
The Duke at first thought that the 
filing procei'ded accidentally from 
the muskets of the sentinels ; but 
when, oif getting out of his carriage, 
the footman asked him, with great 
anxiety, if he was wounded, he could 
no longer doubt but that the firing 
of the pistol proceeded from malice, 
and was aimed at his carriage. 

The Cofiimissary of Police being 
informed of what passed, proceeded 
next day, at eleven o’clock, to the 
hotel of the Duke of Wellington, 
where he collected the following 
facts : — The coachman, Guiver, de-^ 
dared, that having,j^zxn£d frpjn 'the 
Rue St Honore into tfiat 'of ^he 
Champs EJyshes, and while in t]h> 
front of the inn which faces the ho- 
tel of Abrantes, he ^perceived a man 
following the carriage, sometime 
going quicker and sometimes slow- 
er ; and that as Guiver was about* to 
enter the hotel, he saw the same 
^man pointing a pistol at the carriage, 
heard the explosion, and saw the fire. 
He added, that the man was only 
three or four paces from the car* 
riage, but that the horsoe being 
frightened, he was obliged to-dirept 
all his a ttention to them, and was by 
that means prevented from seeii^ 
which way the man fied ;* but that he 
could perceive, so far as the darkness 
of the night would permit, that the 
person wdb dressed like a citizen, 
with dark-coloured clothes ood a 
round hat, but that he could not re- 



May.] 


CHRONICLE. 


ao7 


collect his licjght or his figure^ or 
whether hlAhad mustachios. 

De'nneux\ the footman, stated, 
that as the ^rriage was entering the 
gate of the hotel, he saw the man 
suddenly raisihg his right hand on 
his left arm, an^‘ pointing' the pistol 
at the carriage, which immediately 
went off, and that by the light of the 
fire he was able to observe the man, 
who appeared to be about five feet 
six inches high, and about thirty-six 
or thirty-eight years of^age, that*he 
was thin and brown, had mustachios, 
and wore a round hat. The rapid 
movement of the carriage, and a seat 
placed behind it, prevented this wit- 
ness from immediately going in pur- 
suit* of the man, who ran away to- 
wards the Hue St Honore ; but he 
cried out to the guarch, ** Stop! 
stop!” but they were prevented 
from pursuing the man, in consc- 
jquence of the carriSge having just 
entered the gateway of the hotel. 

Two persons, mamed Thomas Car- 
t^^sqdWdJhtgSj^ldorris, belonging to 
the DuBlfT^uschold, were at an inn 

the Rue de la Madelaine. When 
they heard the carriage returning, 
they left the iiyi in order to go to 
the hotel, and while proceeding a- 
long the Rue des Champ £lys6es, 
on the left-hand side,. they saw the 
flash, and heard the report of fire- 
arms ; and immediately |fter saw a 
man running precipitately along the 
Rue Madelaine. Thomas Carter said 
to his companion, Pll lay a wager 
that that man fired at the Duke’s 
carriage but as they heard nobocjy 
call out, and being besides strangers, 
and fearing lest they should do any 
thing contrary to the usages of the 
country, they^did not at the moment 
. attempt to stop the man ; but meet- 
ing with three soldiers,* wha were 
pursuing the assassin, William Mor- 
ris joined them, and the assassin, 
*who was a hendred paces in advance, 


was -soon out of sight. Morris sup- 
posed the man to be about five feet 
three inefies h|gh, with a dark coat 
and metal buttons, and a stick in his 
hand. 

• Next day, the Ju^e d* Instruction 
attended at the hotel of the Duke to 
take his deposition. The outside as 
well as the inside of the carriage was 
examined ; but no trace of a boll 
could be discovered ; and it was sup- 
posed the ball had passed through, 
the two windows of the carriage, the 
glasses of which were down, and 
struck against the wall of the hotel 
de Clisson, which was opposite to 
that of the Duke; but no distinct 
mark of a ball could be discovered 
there. 

It appeared from the examination 
t^ken after the 11th of February, 
that^a report was spread at Cambray 
of the Duke of Wellington having 
been assassinated ; and it was certain 
that the attempt was the result of a 
plot which had been formed a long 
time before. Colonel Burgh, Aide* 
de-Camp to the Duke, stated, that 
being at Cambray on the 15th of Ja- 
nuary 1818, he received a letter with 
the post-mark of Paris on it, and ha- 
ving no other signature than the let- 
ters F. G. ; that in this letter it was 
announced that attempts were ma- 
king against the life of the Duke of 
Wellington, and that a proposal had 
been made to the writer to enter in- 
to the plot, which he refused to com- 
ply with. Colonel Burgh immediate- 
ly sent this letter to the Duke, who 
was then at the chateau de St Mar- 
tin, near Cambray.* The Duke dis- 
regarded this communication, and 
the letter was burnt or lost. On the 
11th of Februaiy following, in the 
evening, an Italian named Ghirardi, 
who had formerly been servant fb 
Cglonel Burgh, and was then in the 
service of D. Los Rios, brothsir tti 
the Spanish Ambassador, came to 
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Colonel Burgh, who was then in Pa- 
ris, and told him he was the writer 
of the letter signed F. G. which had 
been sent to him to Cambray. Ghi- 
rardi was immediately summoned 
before the Judge of Instruction. He 
declared, that about the end of Sep- 
tembes 1817, or beginning oF Janua- 
ry 1818, while coming out of his fa- 
ther’s house in the evening to puf:- 
chase something, hti was met by a 
person whom he had never seen be- 
fore, and who said, ‘‘ Is that you, 
Ghirardi?” On being answered in* 
the affirmative, this unknown person 
said he had something to say to him, 
and desired he would follow him. 
Ghirardi refused. The stranger then 
entered into conversation with him ; 
asked if he was satisfied with his 
place ; and then declared he could 
furnish him with the means of liying 
without anyplace. After some further 
remarks, he said, “ it was in contem- 
plation to rid France of its most cruel 
enemy, the Duke of Wellington; 
and (continued he) if you will be of 
the party, 1 will give you money, and 
put you in a condition to quit service 
altogether.” iSaying this, he pulled 
out a green purse, which seemed to 
contain money. On Ghirardi re- 
fusing to enter into the plot or re- 
ceive his money, the stranger ob- 
served, You need not be afraid : 
the metisures are so well taken, that 
there is no doubt of their success. 
If you wis*h to give me your address, 
I will inform you by letter of the 
day, the place and the hour when 
you must be in readiness ; until that 
moment you shai!! not see me.” An 
inquiry was made as to what could 
be the causeof this unknown person 
making such a proposal. It appear- 
ed that Ghirardi, who had been in 
tbe service of several French officers, 
particularly that of General Excel- 
iffiani^ before he lived with Colonel 


Burgh or D. Los Rios, was often in 
the habit of holding 'copversations 
on political subjects witJJ. the other 
domestics in the last pl^ce, and that 
he expressed a great mslike at see- 
ing the Duke of Wellington and the 
Army of (^cup&tion in France. He 
acknowledged having said one day, 
that it would be a good thing to get 
rid of the Duke of Wellington and 
all the Allies ; meaning thereby to 
say that he wished for their depar- 
tu^ ; and it;was five or six days af- 
ter this conversation that the propo- 
sal in question was made to him. It 
was after having heard of the attempt 
made to assassinate the Duke on the 
morning of the 11th of February, 
that Ghirardi determined on finding 
Colonel Burgh, to tell him he was 
the author f?f the letter signed F. G. 
Every effort was made, but without 
success, to enable Ghirardi to find 
out the person < who had made the 
proposal to him. The researches of 
the police multiplied in all directions,^ 
and they discovered that about^ihe"^ 
SOtli of January the’*alfeliV-I«:iil)een 
confidentially disclosed to Lord iCiR^^ 
naird, a Peer of Scotland, who was 
then at Brussels, and who communi- 
cated it to Sir George Murray, chief 
of the Dukb of Wellington’s staff, in 
a. letter sent to him in Paris. In this 
letter he stated, that a French refu« 
gee, whom he had slightly known, 
had told him that three, of ^his . 
friends anxiously desired to return 
to France, and asked if it was pos- 
sible to get the Duke qf Wel- 
lington to intercede in their behalf. 
Lord K^nnaird said he thought thb 
Duke could not do so. The French* 
man then asked if Lord Kinnaird 
thought the Duke would apply to M. 
De Cazes in their behalf, in case a 
plot, formad against his life,- should 
be disl^losed to him. Lord Kinnaird 
replied, that it would be very diffi- 
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cult to bring the Duke to pay any 
attention 4^ tihreats of any attack 
personally mrected against himself ; 
and that, ^ihoqt producing good 
proofs, the plot would have the ap- 
pearance of having been invented for 
the furtherance of rome (Aject. The 
man said be did*not himself want to 
return to France, and that he was 
induced to make this disclosure on 
account of the horror he felt at the 
«dea of assassination. He said the plot 
had been communicate^ to him J)y 
an officer on half-pay, who refused 
to be concerned in it ; buUthat ano- 
ther had accepted an offer made to 
him. This Frenchman expressed a 
strong wish to Lord Kinnaird to be 
allowed to go to France, and dis- 
close the affair to the .Minister of 
Police, and point out tliQ guilty per- 
son. Lord Kinnaird gave credit to 
the information of this person, and 
conceived it to be bis duty to com- 
municate the same to Colonel Burgh, 
^fter an answer given by Sir G. 
^•fvrray, w hj^h was dated February 
8th, ift wi by Lord Kinnaird 

^^'the ISth, the latter wrote another 
Tetter to Sir G. Murray, stating that 
he could not give up the name of 
the person who nad made the disclo- 
sure to him ; but represented that he 
should be allowed to go to Paris, 
and there point out the guilty per- 
son. Lord Kinnaird, without wait- 
iugfor a passport for this Aian, whose 
name was Louis Joseph Stanislas 
Marinet, took him along with him 
fjrom Brussels to Paris, where he ar- 
rived on the 20th of February. Ma- 
finet, on his first examination befote 
the Judge of Instruction, was enve- 
loped in mystery and concealment ; 
and it was suspected that he was no 
stranger to the attempt of assassina- 
ting the Duke. It aftermrds turned 
out that these suspicions were well 
founded, and that he had himself 
.framed the^wholc plot. It was also 


discovered b^ the police ; and a man 
named Cantillon, formerly a military 
man, had, on the 15th of February, 
set out from Paf is without a passport, 
and returned thither on the 2d of 
March, after making a fruitless at* 
tempt to enter Belgium, to which 
place he had, before that time, made 
several journies, and frequently saw 
I^arinet. He was arrested on the 
16th of March. Two processes were 
then entered on ; one at Brussels, 
where the plot was formed ; and the 
other at Paris,Vhere it was attempt- 
ed to be put in execution. The 
King’s procurator divided his inves- 
tigation of this business into three 
Epochs : — 

First Epoch, — This relates to 
what passed at Brussels up to the 
time of the attempt to assassinate. 
Marjnet, who had been an advocate 
of Lyons and Dijon, was prosecuted 
for having assisted in the return of 
Napoleon to France, and was obliged 
to go into exile. On the 15th of 
December he was tried par contu^ 
mace^ and condemned to death. Af- 
ter residing in Switzerland and Italy, 
ho returned to Brussels. Here he 
formed an acquaintance with an ex- 
Colonel named Brice, who had been 
condemned to death by the Roy^I . 
Court of Nancy, as well as with se- 
veral other French refugees, among 
whom were Deprez, an exXieute- 
''nant-Colonel of Frapee, Petit, fpr- 
merly a Quarter-Master of Infantry, 
Sieur de Croquenbourg, the women 
Arnaud, Regnault de St Jean 
d’Angely, &c. It was in the house 
which they frequented that Marinet 
became acquainted with Lord Kin- 
ifaird, whom the depositions taken at 
Brussels represented as a person who 
held opinions contrary to the present 
. system of France, as the enemy jf 
the Duke of Wellington, as embar- 
ra’ssed with debts, and seeking by his 
intrigues to repair a dcrangefl for- 
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tune. The political opinions of Ma- 
rinet, his hatred towards the King 
and Lord Wellington, were the same 
as those attributed to^the noble Lord 
with whom he formed an intimate 
connexion. , In November 1817, Ma- 
rinet was heard at a coffee-house tb 
burst put into the most extravagant 
exclamations against Louis XVI il. 
and that upstart Wellington. Can- 
tillon had been a servant with Brice, 
who was a Colonel in Bonaparte’s 
Chasseurs on his return from Elba ; 
and he afterwards bbcame the ser- 
vant of Marinet, with whom he was 
frequently seen walking and con- 
versing in the most intimate manner. 
A person named Lamy, or Fabre, 
stated in the course of the examina- 
tion, that a great intimacy existed 
between Marinet and Lord Kinnaird. 
Lamy deposed before the Juge d^ln- 
druction at Paris, that towards the 
end of December 1817, he blamed 
Marinet for being too intimate with 
Lord Kinnaird ; to which he replied. 
Be not alarmed, he will not com- 
promise me, he has made me oc- 
quainted with a project with which 
he has been a long time engaged, 
and of which you will soon hear him 
speak.” Marinet denies this con- 
versation, but Lamy, confronted with 
him, persists in it. 

The Second Epoch details the 

f >roceeding8 at Brussels, but adds 
ittle to what has just been stated, 
except that Deprez was frequently 
seen in the company of Marinet at 
the Boule d’OrInn. 

Third Epoch. — Lord Kinnaird 
deposed before, the Juge d^ Instruct 
that the informer, whom he de- 
clared to be called Marinet, and 
whom he had brought with him to 
Paris, asked him if he ever received 
qn answer to the letter which he 
wrote to Col. Burgh, at the same 
feme observing to him, that he had 
then'^resolved to engage Marinet to 


come to Paris, or give up the name 
of the assassin. To this nroposition 
Marinet answered, that i/e would not 
hesitate to go if his joiwney was on- 
ly kept a secret, being^ unwilling to 
be called an informer in a country 
which wasVa plaec pf refuge to him ; 
adding further, that Paris was a 
fitter place, but deprecating publici- 
ty as a means of lessening the faci- 
lities for discovering the assassin. 
Lord Kinnaird further said, that 
Marinet hinted that there were en- 
gaged in the plot several persons of 
consideration, without naming their 
country, and that he had hopes of 
being able to discover the assassin 
in two or three days after he made 
this deposition, having seen him at 
Brussels and Anvers ; but he knew 
not his name, though, with the help 
of some money, he should be able to 
make it out. 

The character of Cantillon appear- 
ed upon inquiry to justify what had 
been said of him, he being found to 
be a person without fame or in^us-' 
try, and averse to lu"Wur-.^ JLc'TSOO, 
whilst yet very young, he enlisted ip 
a hussar regiment, and served up to'/ 
1809 in many actions, being wound- 
ed in several places. In tlmt year 
he was draughted into a corps of 
gendarmerie in Spain; and in 1815 
was dismissed with soldier’s half-pay 
pittance of 150 francs. He a^in 
Resumed tlie sword in the Hundred 
Days, and served in a regiment of 
Chasseurs, commanded by Colonel 
Brice, who has been mentioned. 
When the army was disbanded, be 
retired to his brother’s house, a paiort- 
ter, in ^he street Aux Ours, where 
he remained about eighteen months. 
He then went to Cobicntz and Co- 
logne, and returned . to Brussels ; 
stopping ijiere, however, only two 
days, he quitted that city for Paris 
on the 15th of August 1818. Ttwas 
after this second return that he hired 
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the apartment in the Fauxbourg St 
Marlin ; bijt not finding any employ- 
ment in .the\hree or four months that 
he spent at )^aris, he set out a se- 
cond time forBrussels about the be- 
ginning of November* Cantillon snys 
he again returned |o Pans on the 
6th or Sth of thg’ following Decem- 
ber, when he gave up his lodging in 
St Martin, and took one in the street 
Dauphin6, No. 46., and here he re- 
gained till the 1st of February, the 
very day he set out for Anvers. In 
this latter place the owners of ttie 
house knew him by no other name 
than Marie, by which he fiad hired 
it. It was soon after this second re- 
turn he first became acquainted with 
Julip PVemont the mantiia- maker, 
with whom he coliabiled occasion- 
ally, at his own lodgings, and at her 
house liuc St Denis, Leris, 

the keeper of the inn, in speaking of 
the conduct of Cantillon at Brussels, 
before the 8tli of February, says, 
that he was never knowirto work at 
*^his trade; thathis expenses were few, 

. !;«^^qucni]y saw in his 
jTOSsession many pieces of gold of 
value of 20 francs and upwards, 
and other considerable sums. It was 
at the house of«this person that Can- 
tillon lived in Brussels, during 1817- 
He also said that he had much con- 
sultation with an officer of the name 
of Cantillon, who has since departed 
for America. By the testimony of 
one of the witnesses, Cantillon was 
made to say, on the day of his de- 
parture from Brussels, when he ap- 
■pearecTmore than usually dejected, 
I am gping to either happiness^pr 
misfortune — you shall heai»from me 
soon.'* These words Cantillon de- 
nied having ever used. On the 1st 
of February. Can tillon left Paris, in 
company with Julie Fremont, and 
Appeared anxious to cross the river 
from the wood of Boulogne into Su- 
jresne. The water was then very 


high, and he appeared disappointed 
at the obstinacy of tiie boatmen to 
let him pass, saying to his companion 
that he had urgept business to Su- 
resne, where -he expected to receive 
a large sum of money from one to 
whom he had been very useful. He 
went once again to Suresne, and re-» 
turned without the money ; atid on 
the 11th of February, on his return 
fi1>m it, he said to Julie Fremont^ 

“ The B— is gone, I must depart 
also," These words he avows, but 
tries to explain them, by saying he 
was otherwise at a loss for an excuse 
to make to her for returning without 
money. In effect, two days after 
this, namely, on February 18, he set 
out for Belgium, without having gi- 
ven any notice of his departure to 
Julie Fremont or his friend Dubarle. 
These frequent journies to Suresne 
exp>tiln the expressions in his letter 
to Alexander, where he said, “ He 
had often gone for the sum of money 
which he expected." It is then in 
the declarations of Julie Fremont 
that new proofs arc to be looked for, 
that Cantillon was paid for making 
the attempt on the night of the lOth 
or llth of February 1818. He had 
said to her, on a former occasion, 
that he should one day bo very hap- 
py ; that a person at Suresne 
given him eleven francs a-day ; and 
ill the month of January, at which 
. time he had amassed together SCO 
francs, in showing which he asked 
her if he had prophesied falsely. At 
another time he expressed the hopes 
he had of one upon whom he count- 
ed much, as having done him many 
services ; but wheli pressed by her 
Xo explain, he constantly eluded it 
by saying, it is no matter." Again 
he said, if he ohose to call for 2000 
francs, more or less, they would be 
advanced without delay by his mys- 
terious benefactor. After his last 
return to the capital up to the (hy 
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of his arrest, he never stirred out 
but once or twice, and that was by 
night ; for when Julie Fremont vi- 
sited him, she found him constantly 
in bed by day ; and, on one occasion, 
he had recourse to the disguise of a 
female called Geiger. , In the exsf^ 
minations great attention was paid 
to the manner in which Cantillon 
spent the night of the lOih of Fe- 
bruary. He himself affirmed that he 
passed it at the house of Fremont ; 
and to give plausibility to this ac- 
count, he endeavours to recall the 
minutest details of his conduct on 
the days preceding or immediately 
following the attempt, even up to 
Friday the 13th of February, when 
he left Paris for Brussels but in his 
account of the principal facts, name- 
ly, his conduct from Tuesday even- 
ing to Wednesday morning, he is 
completely at variance with ait the 
witnesses who have spoken, to this 
period. He asserted that he passed 
the night of the 10th or 11th of Fe- 
bruary with Julie Fremont, and still 
insists upon it, though Julie Fremont 
herself, Eugenie Desfontaines, and 
other witnesses, who the following 
morning went into her room, posi- 
tively swear that they found her a- 
. lono in bed. Eugenie Desfontaines 
was a principal sempstress of Fre- 
monPa, and was the first in the 
morning to remark the absence of 
Cantillon ; but Fremont said he had 
gone away the evening before, dis- 
appointed that she would not go and 
spend the night at his own house ; 
that he had not slept with her, and 
she was not sorry for it. Cantillon 
did not come again to Julie Fre- 
mont’s houtfe, until Wednesday the 
11th of February, between one and 
two in tlie afternooA. He related to 
her, as well as to Eugenie Desfon- 
tSines, what had happened in the 
street of the Champs EJys^es, told 
whatiie had heard in passing through 


this street ; that grea^ crowds of 
people were assemblecl in.rhe street ; 
and the Duke of Wellington was ex- 
amining the walls in frogt of the Ho- 
tel de la Keynidre, on Which it was 
supposed the ball struck. He fi- 
nished thisi recital of circumstances, 
which he said he had learned by ac- 
cident, with these words, ** Jt is not 
[ — it is not I ; it will never be said 
that it was I.” Eugene Desfontaines 
says, that at one time he said, If 
had been 1, 1 should not have miss- 
ed.” She reproached him with the 
folly of making a vindication of him- 
self, before he was charged, in the 
manner of children. Cantillon did 
not then stop long, but informed her 
that he should return to Suresne to 
obtain some money of a person who 
had quitted Belgium. With regard 
to the plot, of which this criminal 
attempt was a manifestation, it was 
proved that Marinet, without doubt, 
hated the Duke of Wellingt^S4a ; that 
he made Cantillon his agent, and 
furnished him with money to pay his 
expenses at Paris^^'gfJwi Brussels. 
There can be no doubt of Marihejt 
being at the bottom of the plot, from 
the reluctance with which he now 
tears the veil which covers it, and 
from the circumstance of his having 
said to Lord Kinnaird, that if his 
answer was at all delayed it would 
be too late, which in fact it was, for 
the attempt had been made two days 
afterwards. As to Cantillon, his 
many journies to Brussels without 
any reasonable purpose^ the name 
which he assumed at Paris, his con- 
fidence in Julie Fremontf bis jour<« 
nies to 'Suresne, his conduct after 
having committed the crime, his be- 
ing unable to account for how he 
spent the night of the-lOth or 11th 
of February, and the proof which 
came out on the inquiry, that not- 
withstanding his assertions, he had 
not passed the night where he said, 
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amount to strong presumption that 
he viras the.indwidual who was only 
to require ^Cisousa-day to get rid of 
this modern IbCzerny George, and 
whom Marinet told Brice was at his 
disposal, and was the instrument 
made use of by Marinet. .f n conse- 
quence, Marie A«dr6 Nicholds Can- 
tillon stands accused of having, on 
the night of the 10th or 1 1th of Fe- 
bruary 1816, committed, with wilful 
premeditation, an attempt at murder 
upon the person of the Duke of Wel- 
lington; which attempt,* manifestifd 
in exterior acts, and followed by an 
inception of execution, was sus- 
pended and failed of its effect from 
accidental causes, and independent 
of the will of Cantillon : And Louis 
Joseph Stanislas Marinet of being 
accessory to the crime, whether by 
provoking by gifts or caresses the 
said Cantillon to this action, or in 
giving him instruct iogs to commit it. 
These crimes come under articles 2, 
59, 60, and 302 of the Penal Code. 

Done at the bdr of the ttoyal Court 
of Paris, Feisflttfftvy 23. 1819. 

(Signed) Bellart. 
i Some days after this act of accu- 
sation was brought forward, the 
above-named persons, Cantillon and 
Marinet, were put upon their trial, 
and received a verdict of unanimous 
acquittal. 

8. University of Edinburgh. — 
Nothing can more strikingly display 
the rising eminence of the University 
of Edinburgh, than the number of 
students who, during the session just 
terminated, have attended the diffe- 
rent brani:hes of instruction taught 
in this seminary : 1909 students en- 
tered their names in the book of ma- 
triculation; and if to this we add 
those who attended the Divinity 
Hall, including about ^thirty who 
have not matriculated, wc find that 
upwards of 2150 students have at- 
tended College during the winter 


session. This number exceeds all 
parallel in the annals of the Edift* 
burgh University, and is not e^ualU 
ed either by Oxford or Cambridge. 

12. The finst Report of the Com- 
missioners on the Education of the 
Pbor* has been printed. It consists 
of 261 folio pages, and includes 275 
cases in London, Westminster, South- 
wark, Middlesex, Berkshire, Oxford- 
shire, Hertfordshire, Surrey, Sussex, 
and Kent. The cases, for the most 
part, from the extreme poverty of 
the foundations* are without interest. 
It rarely happens that schools which 
have considerable property are with- 
out special visitors; and it will be 
remembered that all such, by a clause 
introduced in the House of Lords, 
were exempted from inquiry. The 
Commissioners, however, have de- 
cided that the exemption did not 
extefid to those instances where the 
visitors themselves had the adminis- 
tration of the funds. This decision 
brought the case ofrunbridge School 
under their review, which is indeed 
the most important one in their re- 
port. It seems the Skinners’ Com- 
pany are both the visitors of this 
school and the trustees of its estates; 
that they have regularly made all the 
fixed payments under the donor’s 
grants, with some small increase, but 
that the whole rent, amount- 

ing to several thousand pounds per 
annum, have been appropriated to 
the uses of the company. The Com- 
missioners state, that tlie right of the 
company, to treat the surplus as 
their own, can only be solved by a 
judicial decision. Some documents 
are also published, from which it ap- 
peared, that they originally took the 
estates for the maintenance and benefit 
of the schools ; aW if this is proved, 
the public will be indebted to this 
inquiry for the creation of a new et. 
tablishment, wijth advanta^^es, in tlm 
school and at the Universities, #qiiaT, 
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if not superior, to any that are to be 
found in the greatest foundations in 
the kingdom. 

17. Duels at Qidraltar. — It 
was lately mentioned* that several 
duels had taken place between the 
officers of the 64«th regiment, aiM the 
officers of the United States’ squadron 
which had touched at Gibraltar. The 
following details of these affairs are 
copied from a respectable journal f — 
On Monday evening, the 22d of 
March, Mr Taylor, the Captain of 
an American merchant vessel, was re- 
turning to his lodgings from the thea- 
tre, at about half-past 1 1 o’clock, and 
when within four doors of his house 
was stopped by a sentry for not hav- 
ing a light: (it is the order of the 
Governor that no person shall walk 
without carrying a light after ten o’- 
clock.) Captain Taylor, being de- 
tained about half an hour, became 
impatient, and ran towards the door 
of his lodgings, which was only ten 
yards distant. The door was fast, 
and the sentry seized him ; and he 
was brought to the main-guard, when 
Captain Johnston, of the G^th, after 
hearing the sentry’s story, which was 
somewhat embellished at the ex- 
pence of the American, ordered Cap- 
,tain Taylor to be committed to the 
crib. After remaining some time, 
the American asked for pen, ink, and 
paper, which were refused. Several 
respectable merchants interfered, 
and Captain Taylor, being at last re- 
leased, demanded Captain Johnston’s 
address, which he declined giving, 
on the ground that he did not con- 
sider the American of sufficient rank 
to entitle him fb a meeting. Cap- 
tain Taylor waited two days endea- 
vouring to obtain a meeting, when, 
being under a bond for 5,000 dollars 
to sail by a specific day, he was ob- 
Hged to leave G ibraltar. A few days 
aflerwards a frigate, a sloop, and a 
Brig4)f war, belonging to the United 


States, came down the Mediter- 
ranean. When the^ oifigers of this 
squadron had heard o{jl the ipanner 
in which Captain Tavior had been 
treated, they drew lots which of them 
should fight Captain^Johnston of the 
64<th, and it f^ll to the lot of Mr 
Bourne, who had {^meeting, and was 
wounded, but not dangerously, in 
the groin. The matter, as far as 
Captain Taylor was concerned, would 
have rested here, but a new cause qf 
offence occurred, which led to other 
d’uelfi. Ml Ilumphrys, first Lieu- 
tenant of the American frigate, was 
going ort' from the Ragged Staff, a- 
bout ten o’clock, on the night of the 
SOth of March. lie required the 
sergeant of the guard to lower the 
bridge, who said he would ask the 
officer’s permission, (Ensign Nutt.) 
Mr Hum[ll)rys, in the mean time, 
remained at the outside of the door, 
and heard Mr Nutt say, ** Send the 
.Yankee in, and let us have a look at 
him.” Of this Mr Ilumphrys took 
no notice,.as it was not addressed to 
him. When he eat o w e d the guard- 
room, he found Mr Nutt stretched 
on the couch, and he said to the A- 
merican officer, •• So you want to go 
down.” Mr Husiphrys replied, 
“ When a gentleman speaks to me, 
I wish him to address me on his 
legs ;” when Mr Nutt immediately 
jumped up, and said, “ By G — d, 
«Sir, you are drunk which, of 
course, ofamded Mr Humphrys, and 
he asked him for his name, which Mr 
Nutt refused to give. Mr Humphrys 
then said, that can be easily found ; 
l\ut as I am obliged to sail Jto- morrow 
morning for America, you shall hear 
from a friend of mine.” The frigate 
United States accordingly sailed the 
following morning, an 5 l Mr Montgo- 
mery, the surgeon of the Erie sloop 
of war, wilh the Lieutenant of that 
vessel, went to Mr Nutt’s quarters 
to demand an explanation, which lie 
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^ould not givf. He was then chal- 
lenged bythp surgeon^ but he refused 
'to accept. The Americans then 
‘ went to the ijness-room of the 64<th 
to post Ensign Nutt. They were re- 
ceived by a nuipber of the officers, 
who laughed at then^ which so irri- 
tated the Americans that they offer- 
ed to fight any officer of the 64th 
regiment, A dead silence ensued, 
and the Americans receiving no re- 
ply called the whole regiment a par- 
cel of cowards: on which Captain 
Frith stepped forward for*thc honoiiV 
of the regiment, and said, he would 
meet either of the Americans to- 
morrow morning on the neutral 
ground at five o’clock, which accord- 
ingly, took place, and Captain Frith 
received Dr Montgomery’s ball in 
the hip. The Governor of the Fort 
now ordered that no offit'er should 
go outside the barrier- gate ; and 
Captain Ballard, oftl^e Erie^ order- 
ed that no officer should leave the 
ship. But Mr Stockton, first Lieu- 
tenant, who was Mr Bourne’s se- 
cond, challf;t;»gcd Captain Johnston, 
of the 64th, for using some oppro- 
^J^ious language (after the duel) to 
Mr Bourne. They met on the rock 
at St Michael’s £ave, and, after ex- 
changing one shot without effect, 
they were interrupted by a party of 
soldiers sent to seize them. The 
Erie sailed over to Algcziras, where 
she remained for some day^, and thu& 
ended these unpleasant disputes. 

20. Regent’s Levee. — Yester- 
day the Prince Regent held a Levee 
at Carlfon House, chiefly for the pur- 
pose of giying audience to the Pqy- 
sian Ambassador, and to receive the 
resents which had been sent for 
is Royal Highness’s acceptance 
from the Sovereign of Persia. A 
detachment of Life Guards was sta- 
tioned in front ofr Carlton House, 
and Pall Mall was lined with them. 
At the bottom of Si James’s Street, 


opposite the Palace, the band iof the 
Royal Horse Guards (blue) wee 
stationed ; and the line from 
James’s Street, JLhrough which the 
procession was to pass, was guarded 
by the whole of that corps in new 
uniforms. At two o’clock the caval- 
cade left the residence of the Per* 
sian Ambassador, and proceeded 
through Albemarle Street, Picca- 
dilly, St James’s Street, and Pall 
Mall, to Carlton House, preceded 
and followed by a body of Lancers 
and constables.^ On reaching the 
grand entrance his Highness was 
received by the Lords in waiting, and 
conducted, with the usual ceremo* 
nies, to the royal presence, wheb 
he tendered the presents from his 
Royal Master to the Prince Regent, 
which, as well as his Highness, were 
most graciously received. The ap- 
proac4i of the Ambassador to the 
throne was quite after the eastern 
style of etiquette. His Excellency 
was dressed in a richly embroidered 
robe, his turban ornamented with 
jewels, and held in his hand a silver 
stick or staff. He leaned on the 
arm of Sir Robert Chester, being a 
little lame from a kick he lately re- 
ceived from one of his horses. On 
his approaching the person of the Re* 
gent, his Royal Highness descended 
from the step of the throne, and ad* 
vancing two or three paces, receive , 
u:d him with that dignity and affability 
of manner for which he is so erainenU 
ly distinguished. The Ambassador 
then, in very good English, made a 
most appropriate speech, which was 
answered by the iVince Regent in 
terms calculated ts gain his confi- 
dence and admiration. After much 
conversation, in which the Ambas- 
sador a$tonishcd*his Royal Highness, 
and every one present, by the fluency 
with which he spoke our language, 
the Prince Regent and his Excel- 
leucy went intb the next apartjfueift, 
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where the presents were laid out. 
They consisted of a gold enamelled 
looking glasS) opening with a portrait 
of his Persian Majesty, the object 
of which was to exhibit, at one view, 
the portraits of two sovereigns ; the 
one in painting, the other by reflec- 
tion, and around which were poeti- 
cal allusions ; a gold enamelled box ; 
a magnificent sword, celebrated ^ in 
Persia for the exquisite temper*” of 
its blade, the sheath ornamented with 
emeralds, rubies, and diamonds; a 
string of pearls ; carpets of Cash- 
mere shawl, composed of four dis- 
tinct pieces ; (the principal carpet is 
in length 17 Persian yards, breadth 
nine yards, manufactured for the 
King of the Afghans, who sent 
them as a present to the Shah, and 
who, without hesitation, sent them, 
as the greatest rarity he possessed, 
to the Prince Regent;) two car- 
pets of Herat ; a large painting of 
his Persian Majesty : and ten mag- 
nificent Cashmere shawls, of va- 
rious sizes and denominations : The 
Arabian horses brought by his Ex- 
cellency to England as a present to 
the Prince Regent were drawn up 
in the court-yard. 

SuiTons IN Chancery. — The 
following is a return of the total 
amount of the effects of the^ suitors 
in the High Court of Chancery, in 
the years 1756, 1766, 1776, 1786, 
1796, 18(^6, 1816, and 1818, as laid 
before the House of Commons : — 

In the year 1756, the total amount of the 
effects of the suitors in the High Court of 
Chancery was • L. 2,864,975 16< 1 
In the year 1766, - 4,019,004 19 4 

In the year 1776, 6,602,229 

Jn the year 1786, - 8,848,535 7 ;i 

In the year 1796, - 14,550,397 2 0 

In the year 1806, - . 21,922,754 12 8 

in the year 1816, - 61,953,890 9 5 

In the year 1818, - 83,554,520 0 10 

* It is curious to trace the increase 
qf the above sums. , In 1756, they 
werfe^ under three millions, and had 


scarcely exceeded four millions at 
the end of ten years* (1766)- In the 
next ten, the increase was above two 
millions and a half (^776). In the 
next above two millions (1786). 
Thus in thirty years* the total amount 
rose fromL.2,800,D00 to L.8,800,000. 
The increase in the next ten years, 
from 1786 to 1796, was nearly six 
millions. From 17^ to 1806, above 
seven millions. But from 1806 to 
1816, abov.e ten millions; The i > 
crease in the two years 1817 and 
1818 is above one million and a half. 
The tot,al amount is now above 
thirty-three millions and a half! 

29. Berlin. — In some diversions 
at the Idedes Paons, whither his Ma- 
jesty had gone to dine en familh^ the 
car in which his Majesty rode was 
overturned, and the inferior part of 
the bone of the nose seriously in- 
jured. This accident, more laugh- 
able than otherwise, has been record- 
ed with great pomp of language and 
many dolorous lamentations in the 
Berlin pajjers, and has caused much 
mirth, and produced luany pasqui- 
nades at Paris. 


JUNE. 

1. £x-Kikg of Sw: den. — The fol- 
lowing letter, bearing the signature 
'of this unfortunate Prince, appeared 
in one of the London daily prints : — 

Many journals having inserted ar- 
ticles concerning Prince Gpstavus, 
son of Gustavus Adolphus the Fourth 
(Gustafsson), former^ King of Swe-’ 
den, it is necessary to explain what 
has been said respecting, this young 
Prince, and . the public ought no 
longer to be ignorant *of all the un- 
lawful andvunjustifiable transactions 
of the last three years. It is time to 
make known that secret intrigues 
were employed to separate the Prince. 
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from his fatlvsri to whom he owes 
not only the, attachment and respect 
^‘that nature inspires us with for our 
parents, but, i^oreover, a feeling of 
personal gratitude towards his fa- 
ther, who had made over to him a 
great part of the considerable pro- 
petty devolved on*him from his mo- 
ther of blessed memory, the defunct 
Queen of Sweden, and the remain- 
der of which he divided among his 
other children. Prince Gustavus^s 
father, who, in the ycar^l812, was 
separated from the Queen, his con- 
sort, gave her, as the mother of his 
children, the most unequivocal proof 
of his confidence, b}^ trusting to her 
Majesty, not only the education of 
' the Rrincesses, but that of Prince 
Gustavus also ; however, under three 
conditions, viz, 1st, that iheir edu- 
cation should be conformaole to the 
religion in which they were born ; 
2d, to the rank they hold in the 
world; and, 3d, to the duties they 
may one day be called upon to ful- 
fil. The Queen afterwards received 
a new mark of confidence from her 
,, form’er consort, by his giving up to 
the administration of the above- 
mentioned inheritance, relinquished 
in favour of his Children, which was 
paid by the Swedish Government, 
and placed at the disposal of her 
Majesty. But from that moment 
she seemed resolved to act absolute- 
ly contrary to the tenor oU the con-* 
dilions prescribed to her, exactly in 
the same manner as her son, who, a- 
greeably to such, was on his coming 
^^of age, (i. e. at seventeen), to pre- 
^PSfent himse4f to his father, and corn- 
cert with him as to Jiis future des- 
tiny, but refused so doing at the 
time, declaring himself incapabje; 
and rejected the importunities of his 
* father, his friend and J;)enefactor. 
Instigated by his royal mother, »he 
persisted in disobeying the repeated 
orders of his sire, alleging as a rea- 
son that hefiad promised his mother, 


upon his honour, not to leave her 
until he had attained his twenty-fii^t 
year ; a singular example of a young 
prince, who, refusing his majority^ 
acts with the ‘ disobedience that a 
son might more readily do if he were 
of lige. It would be revolting and 
contrary to nature, to charge this 
once so virtuous and so obedient 
son^ entirely with such an offence; it 
would be even unjust to say, before 
it could be evidently proved, that the 
Queen-mother of this prince had 
acted only from*herself ; yet it must 
be known, that , she bestowed her 
confidence, and still more, commit* 
ted the charge and education of her 
son, with which she alone was in- 
trusted, into the hands of a Calvi- 
nist, of a republican, and stranger ; 
who^ moreover, possesses no acknow- 
ledged title that could distinguish or 
rcconimend him in any way for the 
situation of Prince Gustavus’s go- 
vernor. Let nobody allege the name 
of the famous Laharpe, on the side 
of that of the Emperor Alexander, 
to prove a paradox ; for Laharpe 
was but AlexandeVs teacher, and 
not his governor. Let no one abuse 
any more the name of the Em- 
peror Alexander, by representing it 
in family dissensions, as it cannot 
appear consonant with the dignity 
that 'characterises a great sovereigrt. 
It has been said in the Gazetten 
lately, that the Emperor of Russia 
had appointed Prince Gustavus Go- 
vernor of one of his provinces ; at 
another time, that he was going to 
England, with -the Emperor’s per- 
mission, to finish his studies, and to 
be allowed by him L.2,0(X) Sterling 
for the expences of his removal, 
which would indicate that the Prince 
had not a sufficiency to provide for 
it himself. Let us, therefore, put a 
stop to so many weakly grounde& 
novelties, and epdeavour, at least, tp 
develop the truth, and not beliifve it 
possible that the Emperor Alexander 
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tt^ould carry dissimulation so far as 
not to give any advice at all to Prince 
Gustavus’s father of his good inten- 
tions tovrards his so'b.. while he is in 
painful anxiety for the termination 
of the same son’s disobedience.” 
(Signed) •• G. A. Gustafsson.” 
•SBasle, June 1. 1819.” 

5. Lord Byron and “ The Vam* 
EIRE.” — The following letter of <the 
noble bard, disclaiming the author- 
ship of The Vampire,” which had 
been fraudulently published in his 
name, appeared in Galignani’s Mes- 
senger, an English daily paper pub- 
lished in Paris: — Sir; In various 
numbers of your journal, 1 have 
seen mentioned a work, entitled, 
The Vampire,” with the addition 
of my name as that of the author. 
I am not the author, and never 
heard of the work in questie^n un- 
til now. In a more recent paper, 
I perceive a formal annunciation 
of “ The Vampire,” with the ad- 
dition of an account of my ** Resi- 
dence in the island of Mitylenc,” an 
island which I* have occasionally 
sailed by in the course of travelling, 
some years ago, through the Levant, 
and where T should have no objec- 
tion to reside, but where I have ne- 
ver yet resided. Neither of these 
performances are mine; and L pre- 
sume that it is neither unjust nor 
ungracious to request that you will 
favour me by contradicting the ad- 
vertisement to which I allude. If 
the book is clever, rt would be base 
to deprive the real writer, whoever 
he may be, of his honours ; and if 
stupid, I desire the responsibility of 
nobody’s dulness but my own. You 
iwill excuse the trouble 1 give you ; 
the imputation is af no great impor- 
tance, and as long as it was con&n- 
fd to surmises and reports, I should 
have received it as I have received 
man^ others — in silence. But the 
forniality of a public advertisement 


of a book I never wrote, and a resi- 
dence where 1 nevW resided, is a 
little too much, particularly as I 
have no notion of the contents of tbo 
one, nor the incidents of the other. 
1 have, 'besides, a"' personal dislike 
to *• Vampires,”,, and the little ac- 
quaintance I have with them would 
by no means induce me to divulge 
their secrets. You did me a much 
less injury by your paragraphs about 
my devotion” and ” abandonment 
<rf society for the sake of religion,” 
which appeared in your Messenger 
during last Lent ; all of which are 
not founded on fact ; but you see I 
domot contradict them, because they 
are merely personal, whereas the 
others, in some degree, concern the 
reader. You will oblige me by 
complying with my request of con- 
tradiction ; I assure you, that I 
know nothing of the work or works 
iu question, and have the honour to 
be (as tlie correspondents to maga- 
zines say) “ your constant reader,” 
and very obedient humble servant, 
Venice. ” Bykov.” 

During the voyage of discovery 
last year to Baffin’s Bay, a bottle was 
thrown into theseal^rom the Alexan- 
der, Lieutenant Parry, on the 24'th of 
May, when that ship was off Cape 
Farewell. It contained the latitude 
and longitude the ship was then in. 
About two months since the bottle 
was found on the Island of Bartragh, 
in Killala-Bay, and an account of it 
forwarded to the Admiralty. It is 
supposed it must have floated at a- 
bout the rate of eight miles per day^ 
across the Atlantic. 

Naples. Intelligence has just 
reached this place of a terrible erup- 
tion of Mount .dStna, which com- 
menced on the first day of the pre- 
sent montfi. Catania, , situated at 
the foot of the volcano, was several 
times in imminent danger of being 
once more destroyed. The torrent 
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of lava, however, did not fbrtu- 
.nately descend sd far as the lower re* 
gions of the chain of Mount ^tna ; 
and it was ho'ped that it would not 
reach so far as to do any serious 
mischief. For the last seven years 
^tna has been silent! It is .some- 
what remarkable fliat a strong erup- 
tion of Vesuvius took place at the 
same time. 

7. General Savary, Duke of Rovi- 
g«, arrived in the river, off Graves- 
end, a few days ago, on board a me»> 
chant ship, from Smyrna, which 
place he wasT obliged to quit*in con- 
sequence of a dispute he had with a 
French naval Lieutcnant>of the name 
of La Flotte. The vessel in which 
Savai^ arrived was immediately put 
under quarantine; and as it is ne- 
cessary for the captains «of vessels 
to send on shore the names of their 
foreign passengers, Savary sent an 
assumed name to th^ Alien-Office, 
at Gravesend. However, a day or 
two after, a frieud of his, informed 
Lord Sidtnou^jh of thu circumstance. 
No communication can of course be 
had with the vessel for the present, 

' Igin account of the quarantine ; but 
when that is tak^n off, it is the in- 
tention of Ministers to send him away 
again. 

9. Remarkable Incident, — On 
Tuesday the 18th ultimo, a little girl, 
about four years of age, the daugh-^ 
ter of W. Telford, of Cro^sdale, si- 
tuate at the head of Ennerdale Lake, 
accompanied her mother to the peat- 
moss, at the foot of what is called 
. ^reat Banna Fell, and in the course 
^"'of the afternoon rambled to •the acf' 
joining peat pots, where some of the 
neighbours -ivere at work. The mo- 
ther being one of the last at work, 

^ and not seeing the child, imagined 
" one of the neighbours hffd taken it 
home. This not proving the case, 
an immediate search commenced, in 
which a gregt number of people as- 


sisted. It was unavairingly eontinRied 
through the four following days and 
nights. On Sunday, many more', as- 
sembled ; some df whom extending 
their search as far as Foultern Tart^ 
observed a clog-mnrk in a steep track 
seemingly accessible only to shep- 
herds. As it was evident this could 
only be made by the little wanderer, 
antfictive search commenced in that 
direction, and on the eastern side of 
Ilerdis, in a place called Clea Gitf, 
the little innoqpnt was discovered 
with its head reclined on its arniE. 
As not the most distant idea was en- 
tertained it could survive six days 
and five nights of incessant hunger 
and exposure on these bleak moun- 
tains, it occasioned no small conster- 
nation amongst those who first dis- 
covered it, when on calling out ** it 
was found,’’ it raised its head, and 
desired they would not hurt it. When 
found, its feet were partially covered 
with water, and much swollen. This 
was the only water, and consequent- 
ly the only sustenance within its 
power to procure during the time it 
was missing. It instantly recognised 
its father, the neighbours, and even 
some of their dogs ; and complained' 
of hunger. Food being sparingly ad- 
ministered, it was taken home, and 
is now running about seemingly well. 
The place where it was found was 
^uch paddled, and it is conjectured 
it had wandered there on the night 
it was lost, as a small cavity* where it 
was found, from which it could oc- 
casionally emerge, must, under Pro- 
vidence, “ who tempers the wind to 
the shorn Iamb, have been the 
means of its wonderful preservation;: 
otherwise it seems impossible it could' 
have' survived the inclemency of the 
weather. Other accounts of this 
most extraordinary circumstance 
have also been given by persons 
whose veracity* may be implijjitljp 
relied on, as well as details by per- 
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sons who assisted in the last and 
successful search. All these coin- 
cide with each other. One of these 
persons observes, When we reflect 
on the difficulties this child had to 
encounter — without food, and with- 
out clothing to protect it from the 
inclement weather experienced (even 
at a season like this) in our Alpine 
regions, — rain, sleet, snow, (all^of 
which fell during the interval,) we 
are lost in wonder and astonishment 
at the infant’s miraculous preserva- 
tion ; and find it, altogether, a cir- 
cumstance not to he accounted for 
in the ordinary way by which wc are 
accustomed to judge of causes and 
effects.” William Telford, the fa- 
ther of Elizabeth Telford, (the sub- 
ject of this paragraph,) had the mis- 
fortune to lose a daughter some 
time ago, who was accidentally scald- 
ed so as to occasion her death. 

12. Mysterious Occurrence in 
tiieBorougii. — On Saturday morn- 
ing last, Mrs Kirby wont to Mr King, 
one of the parish officers of Wool- 
wich, (to which she belonged,) who 
gave her two shillings, and sent a 
letter to her husband, requesting him 
to bring bis family down to the poor- 
house as soon as possible. Next 
morning (Sunday) they left their 
lodgings in Bull-court, and all, ex- 
cept one of the children, a girl nine 
years old, started for the avowed 
purpose of proceeding direct to 
Woolwich, However, about dusk 
the same evening, the man returned 
home, without either the woman or 
the children, and entered his lodg- 
ings as if he wished to escape obser- 
vation ; but near the door he was 
met by Mr Mooney, the landlord, who 
asked what had become of his wife 
and the children. After a pause he 
said, that he had stopped at a pub- 
Itc-house on the road to have half 
I pint of porter, an^ that they had 
gones onwards towards Woolwich ; 


but as he could not afterwards come 
up with them, he did not think pro- 
per to follow them. Early on Mon- 
day Kirby went into the country to 
seek for employment, but returned 
in the Course of the day, and in a 
conversation whh a man in the house, 
expressed some fear of going to 
W'oolwich, for, he said, they would 
certainly do something to him. On 
Tuesday he cut his throat. After 
he had been conveyed to St Th./- 
inas’s Hosj>ital, Kinsey, the con- 
stable went to Woolwich to see Mr 
King, from whom he learned that 
neither the woman nor the children 
had arrived there ; and a person was 
immediately dispatched from Wool- 
wich to bniig the remaining child 
there to be taken care of. Mrs 
Kirby, at her departure, is supposed 
to have hud about one shilling in her 
possession, a sum too little to take 
her and the ohildren any distance ; 
and not the slightest trace of her 
could be discovered up to four o’- 
clock on Thursday.* Kirby is in the 
hospital, and hopes are entertained 
of his recovery. He is silent gene- 
rally with regard to his wife afij 
children. Every exertion is making 
by the gentlemen or Woolwich, and 
others, to find them dead or alive. — 
But Mrs Kirby and her children some 
time afterwards, arrived at home, to 
the great satisfaction of the ncigh- 
'bourhood.^ It appears, that in con- 
sequence of a quarrel on the road, 
Kirby returned home, and she and 
the children pursued their way down 
the country to beg, but did not go 
to Woojwich, as was expected. The 
man is now nearly well ; but he de- 
clares to the attendants, tjiat the mo- 
ment he gets away he will do for 
himself and all his family effectually. 

Scientific Expedition. — A 
steam-boat is to be launched at 
Pittsburgh, to be employed in an 
expedition to the Yello^ Stone Rt- 
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ver» the object of which is to obtain 
a history of tlie inhabitants, soil, 
^ minerals, and curiosities. Major 
Long, topographical engineer; Mr 
Graham of Virginia; MrW, H. Swift 
of Massachusetts ; Major Twiddle of 
the Artillery; Dr. Jessup, mineral- 
ogist ; Dr Say, botanist and geolo- 
gist; Dr Baldwin, zoologist and phy- 
sician ; Mr Peale of Philadelphia, 
landscape painter and ornithologist ; 
Mr Seymour, and Mr Fallow of the 
Indian Department, form^the cxpc; 
dition. The boat is 7o feet in length, 
13 on the beam, draws 19 inches of 
water, and is well armed. She car- 
ried on her dag a white man and an 
Indian shaking hands, the calumet 
of peace, and a sword. The expe- 
dition departs with the best wishes 
of the friends of science. • 

14?. Meeting ON Hunslet Moor. 
— Previous invitations for that pur- 
pose having been circulated through 
the manufacturing districts in York- 
shire, a most nutnerous assemblage 
of unemployed workmen ’met on 
this day on Hunslet* Moor, near 
^ Leeds. A stage for the speakers 
been previously erected, and se- 
veral persons addressed the meeting. 
The great theme dwelt upon was the 
necessity of Parliamentary reform. 
It was near ten o’clock at night be- 
fore the assemblage dispersed, after 
passing several resolutions as preli- 
minary to a ** Declaration to be sign- 
ed by all who are determined not to 
become passive slavesj'* and to be 
transmitted to the Speaker of the 
House of Commons, for the infor- 
^ '^S^tion of all whom it may concern.”® 
A resolution was passed to meet a- 
•gain on the .same moor on the fol- 
lowing Monday. 

17* The famous edition of Bocca- 
cio, which, at the Duke«of Rox- 
burghe’s sale, was bought by the 
present Duke of Marlborough for the 

VOL. XII. P^rtT II. 


enormous sum of L. 22(50, was yes- 
terday purchased by Messrs Long- 
man at the far inferior price of 875 
guineas. Mr Evans of Pall-Mall had 
in both instances the disposal of it. 
Meeting of Weavers at Glas- 
gow. — Yesterday, at four o’clock, a 
meeting of the weavers took place in 
the Green, according to previous 
advertisement. The ioth regiment, 
some troops of cavalry, and the po- 
lice, were in readiness to act. For- 
tunately their services were not re- 
quired. The erbwd was very large, 
and some persons suppose that the 
number might amount to 35,000. 
The Committee appeared on the plat- 
form at four o’clock, jin the middle 
division of the High Green. About 
a quarter past four the business was 
begun by one of the Committee, who 
begged that the greatest order should 
be preserved ; he read the requisi- 
tion, and stated that several special 
constables were in the crowd, ready 
to seize any one who acted impro- 
perly, and he, for his own part, would 
be the first to point out and assist in 
securing any delinquent. A Chair- 
man was then appointed, and a string 
of resolutions read to the meeting, 
pointing out their distressed situa- 
tion, and praying that his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent would 
be graciously pleased to grant such 
of them as wished it the means of 
'reaching the colonies belonging to 
his Majesty in North America, to- 
gether with the means of support for 
one year after their arrival ; which 
sums they promised to repay by 
yearly remittances of produce. The 
meeting was then addressed by ano- 
ther person, who was a most deter- 
mined enemy to the resolutions in 
favour of emigration. He contended 
that the low wages of the weavers ^ 
did not arise from a superabundant 
supjfly of hands, nor from any want • 
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of internal resources, but from ex- 
cessive taxation and misrepresenta- 
tion in Parliament. He moved, as 
an amendment to .the resolutions, 
that there should be annual parlia- 
ments, universal suffrage, and a di- 
minution of taxation. The meeting 
was next addressed by a person who 
said he had come from a distance ; 
that he had written his speech, as 
he had only lately escaped from the 
fangs of the tigers. He reprobated 
the first resolutions, and after abus- 
ing the manuficturcrs for taking an 
unfair profit, and thereby living lux- 
uriously while the weavers felt such 
privations, he said that they might 
meet a thousand times and petition 
his Royal Highness every time, and 
yet he might never hear of it; there- 
fore, they should go in a body to 
London and present the petition 
themselves. It was his opinidn that 
the only persons who should emigrate 
to Canada were the boroughmon- 
gers, sinecurists, and 150,000 of the 
clergy. Several other speakers de- 
livered their opinions; but some fel- 
lows near the hustings, who would 
not hear any thing in favour of emi- 
gration to the colonics, raised the 
cry for the amendment, and suc- 
ceeded in carrying it, knocking down 
the hats and uplifted bands of their 
opponents, who were unwilling, from 
their love of peace, to resent it. The 
amendment was consequently carried. ' 

MeEiTing at Ashton-Under- 
Line. — In pursuance to public ad- 
vertisement, a meeting of the inha- 
bitants of Ashton-under-Line and its 
neighbourhood took place on Mon- 
day the Hth idstant, at Hurst. The 
Rev. Joseph Harrison was called* to 
the chair, who, after reading the re- 
quisition for the niceting, opened the 
business by apologising for the un- 
^ prepared state in which he was to 
, perform the important task which 


had devolved upon him. He dwelt 
on the present distresses of the coun- 
try, and the necessity of obtaining 
redress for ail grievances. The time 
had now arriv(^d when misguided o- 
pinions were about to be revived and 
acted upon in a shape that must ul- 
timately render Ihem triumphant 
over despotism. The hard earnings 
of the industrious, wrung from the 
sweat of their brows, had hitherto 
pampered the idle and the indolent: 
and the very panders of office, with 
morality on their lips and blasphemy 
in theirjiearts, with whips in their 
right hands and scorpions in their 
left, were the first to treat with con- 
tempt the supplications of a brave 
and long-sufiering people. He con- 
cluded with a pathetic appeal respect- 
ing the deplorable condition of the 
labouring poor, and their half-starved 
and famishing progeny, and exhort- 
ed the peoplCito the preservation of 
peace and good order. A letter 
from Joseph Johnson, Esq. Man- 
chester, Inclosing an address to the 
meeting, and the address itself, were 
then read. A deputation from the 
Stockport Union Rooms next redi, 
an address to the meeting, and pro- 
posed some resolutions, which were 
afterwards embodied amongst those 
adopted by the meeting. Mr Wright 
Smith then addressed the meeting, 
and expressed a strong hope that the 
borough 1 tyrants would soon hear 
their infamy proclaimed even in their 
own tabernacle; and concluded by 
intimating that a meeting of the in- 
habitants of Stockport and its neigh^ 
«bourhpod, having in view the attain^^ 
ment of the same laudable objects 
as the present meeting, would be 
held that day fortnight. Dr Healy 
called the attention of the meeting 
to the numerous struggles which the ' 
friends of freedom had made, and 
hitherto with no other effect than 
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that of addiifg nevir store to their al- 
ready abumdant^tock of information. 
The people dispersed without any 
tumult. 

Monopoly of Bibles.. — A nu- 
merous and highly respectable Meet- 
ing of Booksellerb** aiid other traders 
was held on Wednesday evening at 
the Globe Tavern, Fleet Street, to 
receive the Report of the Com- 
mittee, formed at a general meeting, 
Held on tijc 22d of January last, 
for the purpose of inquiring what 
steps were necessary to be adopt- 
ed, in consequence of the Universi- 
ties of Cambridge and Oxford hav- 
ing instituted proceedings in Clian- 
cery against a number of indivi- 
duahi, for publishing certain edi- 
tions of the Bible and Book of Com- 
mon Prayer. The Committee were 
further appointed to inquire into the 
exclusive right which had been set 
up by the King’s Printer and the two 
Universities, to the printing and pu- 
blishing such wqrks, and ,thc prohi- 
biting all other editiojis without their 
sanption. Mr K. Baldwin wasdn the 
chair. The Report of the Commit- 
tee was read by the Secretary. It 
was divided into two heads. The 
first of these referred to the nume- 
rous suits which had been instituted 
by the King’s printer or the Univer- 
sities, against booksellers, pawnbro- 
kers, and others, for the sale of Bi- 
bles, &c. In Chancery alt)nc thirty* 
five suits had been instituted, and 
these at first being directed against 
the less opulent tradesmen, many 
^were induced, by threats, to com- 
promise the matter, and to pay suifls 
of from L.30 to L.40, independently 
of expenses to the solicitors. But 
some individuals were frightened in- 
to much larger terms, and even the 
sum of L.500 had beei> demanded 
and paid. Those who had so com- 
promised, in general, acceded to an 
. unqualified admission of the paten- 
tees’ right; while others, in many 


instances, bound themselves by a so- 
lemn pledge not to dispose of any 
other editions of the sacred works 
mentioned than Ithosc sanctioned by 
the King’s printer or the Universi- 
ties. Those who had not entered 
into these treaties, and whose num- 
bers were very considerable, had still 
hanging over them, in terrorem^ in- 
ju«ictions in the Court of Chancery. 
The second head of the report em- 
braced the researches of the com- 
mittee as to tlie exclusive right as- 
sumed by the patentees. The licen- 
ces, as they were traced to have ex- 
istence, were those in the reigns of 
Henry Vlll., Edward VI., 1529, 
and Elizabeth, when Richard Jugg, 
Fielding, Hill and others possessed 
them. These, however, were only 
known as the standard and unintcr- 
polated editions, and intended only 
for the use of the episcopacy and 
churches. A monopoly, however, 
was attempted to be made of the pu- 
blications; and, in the reign of Eliza- 
beth, the Parliament was addressed 
on the subject; when her Majesty 
received an address, to which she 
returned a very gracious answer, 
thanking the house for reminding 
her of such matters, protesting a- 
gainst the monopoly, and adding, 
that there were to be found about 
the court, men who, by an assump- 
tion of right, were nothing more than 
“ harpies and horseleeches,” preying 
upon and sucking the vitals'of public 
property. Some of the licences were 
then revoked. Neither the Uni- 
versities nor King’s Printer, there- 
fore, had ever fairlj^ established the 
right they claimed ; and the former, 
oh the contrary, having on two oc- 
casions referred, to the celebrated 
Archbishop Laud for a confirmation 
of those rights, were answered by 
him, that it might be unwise to agi- 
tate the question, and advised them 
to remain content with things a^they 
stood, and to let their rights << grow 
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strong, quietly, by time.” With re- 
gard to the right assumed by the U- 
niversities, were it even just, it had 
been greatly abused : for they had 
each sold the privilege to private in- 
dividuals, who had printed the books 
in question. It so happened, too, 
that jvheiiever they were printed by 
private persons, the editions far ex- 
ceeded in correctness and execution 
those of the patentees. It was admit- 
ted also by the Committee, that the 
question of privilege had been fre- 
quently contested in the courts of law ; 
but that on such occasions the decision 
was invariably against the monopoly 
of the patentees. The case of the 
King’s Printer in Ireland, Grierson 
V. Jackson, was a recent instance. 
The defendant had published a folio 
Bible with notes, and the plaintiff 
sought redress against the supposed 
infringement of his right in the Court 
of Chancery. Lord Chancellor Clare, 
however, peremptorily refused an 
injunction, upon the ground that it 
never could have been intended by 
the Monarchy to sanction a mono- 
poly which could have the effect of 
limiting the knowledge of Christiani- 
ty, and of intercepting the diffusion 
of moral and religious knowledge to 
the whole human race. The Report 
also remarked, that while injunctions 
had recently been taken against se- 
veral respectable persons for publish- 
ing Bibles and Prayer-books, un- 
sanctioned by the patentees, others 
had escaped. The learned and up- 
right Justice Bay ley had, in modern 
times, published many editions of a 
Book of Commpn Prayer; and his 
example had been followed by Messrs 
D’Oyley and others. No notice, 
however, was taken of these ; and it 
was therefore but fair to ask, whe- 
ther the right did not extend to all. 
Upon the whole, the Committee 
mere decidedly of opinion, that thete 
was lio existence of an exclusive 


right in the King^s Printer or the 
Universities ; and that it was vested 
only in the King, as head of the 
church, who sanctioned the distribu- 
tion of correct standard editions of 
the Bible^and Common Prayer a- 
mong the episcof^aoyand in phurchesr 
The Report was tffbn proposed to be 
agreed to. — Mr Mawman, agent for 
the sale of the University editions, 
lamented that the Report charged 
the Universities with arbitrary pro- 
secutions. He was ready to declare 
that no such intention was indulged, 
that the ibodies he defended were 
not conscious of the existence of 
such prosecutions, and that nt the 
very moment when the meeting of 
the Booksellers took place in Janua- 
ry last, the Syndicate was issuing or- 
ders to stay the proceedings. The 
Universities, he had no hesitation in 
saying, were ignorant of the extent 
to which, without their orders or ad- 
vice, the proceedings had gone. Mr 
Offer, alluding to the editions of Bi- 
bles and Prayer-books published by 
the Universities, said it was notorious 
that those printed by private indivi- 
duals were better executed, and 
more correct. He instanced the 
case of one of the University stand- 
ard Prayer-books, which in the pray- 
er of the High Court of Parliament, 
omitted the following striking and 
beautiful passage, ” That peace and 
happiness, truth and justice, religion 
and piety may be established among, 
us for all generations.” An edition 
of the Bible, too, under the same 
high sanction, had put forth 12,000 ^ 
copies, in all of which a blander was'" 
committed, by making a sudden stop 
in the midst of one of St. Paul’s £- 
pistles, and then going on with the 
7th chapter of the book of Revela- 
tions. Another of these standard 
editions had called the Parable of the 
Vineyard, •* the Parable of the Vine- 
gar.” And, again, a University 
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Prayer-book haJ, instead of the 
world/’ promulgated this prayer, 
O Lamb of God, who takest away 
the sins of ‘ the Lord’.” Mr Max- 
well said, that whatever they had 
heard from other quarters, the meet- 
ing should not be lulled into security 
until the injunctions were complete- 
ly taken oE This had only been 
done in the case of Mr Blanchard, 
the Wesleyan publisher, who had 
circulated large numbers of Ek* 
Coke’s Bibles. Mr Offer said, that 
it struck him very forcibly that the 
injunction which had been, dissolved 
as to Mr Blanchard, was done so un- 
der a conviction that that individual 
would be supported by the whole of 
the* great body of Methodists to 
wliich he belonged, and who, as suf- 
fering Christians, woulj no doubt 
make a stand. United as the Meet- 
ing now was, with the assistance of 
other friends, they might also make 
a stand, and little doubt remained of 
success. Mr Harrison, (one of the 
deputation froih the body of pawn- 
brokers wild had Been threatened 
with prosecutions,) bore testimony to 
die very handsome way in which he 
and his companions had been recei- 
ved at the Universities. The Vice- 
Chancellors assured him, in the most 
unequivocal terras, that no proceed- 
ings whatever had been instituted at 
their desire, and that such a course 
must have been adopted by the sol it 
citors, not only without their con- 
currence, but even without their 
knowledge. What was his surprise, 
however, to hud, in a few days after 
lie rcturired to town, that the prose- 
cutions were once more threatened 
by letters, and which subsequently 
were again and again renewed. Some 
of the members here inquired of Mr 
Harrison, whether, in apy of his in- 
terviews with the Vice-Chancellors, 
any thing had passed which might 
elucidate Uieir specific claims, and 


to what limits, as to the publications 
in question ? Mr Harrison, and an- 
other of the deputation, were not 
prepared to answer this. Their pub. 
tic conference they had already given 
to the Committee, but there certain- 
ly did take place some private con- 
versation, which in honour they were 
bound not to disclose. They fcould 
assure the Meeting, however, that 
nothing had occurred to alter their 
feelings as to the conduct that had 
been pursued against the Booksellers 
as well as themselves. A liberal 
subscription was then entered into^ 
and the Meeting broke up. 

25. Bombay. — The whole district 
and country of Kutch have been 
just visited by the most terrible 
earthquake ever remembered in In- 
dia. On the I6tli of June, about 
seven in the evening, a shock was 
felt vvhich continued for two or three 
minutes without intermission. In a 
moment the whole country of Luck- 
put and Bundcr-Butchao, with the 
towns and villages, presented a spec- 
tacle of ruins. The city and fort of 
Boojha, between which an English 
division was encamped, were over- 
thrown, and several hundreds of in- 
habitants, who, through fear, weak- 
ness, age, or the desire to preserve 
a portion of their effects, did not 
betake themselves to immediate 
flight, perished. Those who escaped 
ffed to the plains, or encamped on 
the adjacent hills. The sjcene that 
followed was dreadful beyortd all de- 
scription. The wretched inhabitants 
returned to explore the ruins of their 
(Iwellings, and to dig up the dis- 
figured fragments oT their wives, in- 
fants, or parents, amidst the putrid 
miasma that exhaled from the dead 
bodies both of hliman beings, and of 
the numerous animals destroyed by 
the falling of the buildings. Tlffe 
narrowness of the streets of Boojha 
has incredibly augmented ihe^cvif; 
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nor is it probable that it will ever 
recover the desolation with which it 
has been visited. A volcano having 
burst forth in a fountain about 
thirty miles distant, it is hoped that, 
in future, the country may be freed 
from the recurrence of such an un- 
speakable calamity. The shock was 
felt at the same instant at Isoria ; 
the people believed themselves in- 
volved in midnight darkness ; the 
ramparts of the fort trembled ; the 
cannons tumbled from the top of the 
bastions, and several houses were 
overthrown. For the space of an 
hour universal consternation pre- 
vailed; but at length the shocks 
ceased, the minarets remained only 
half-overturned, and the bastions of 
Fort Lezardis were reduced nearly 
to ruins. The following day it was 
ascertained that large rents or gal- 
leys had been made in the plain, 
some of them a hundred feet in 
depth, from which water issued in 
great abundance. 

29. College Museum. — A few 
days ago, that accomplished and gal- 
lantofficer,ColonelStraton,ofthe En- 
niskillen dragoons, presented to the 
Museum of the University, through 
Professor Playfair, an Egyptian 
iBiimmy in a very high state of pre- 
servation. It was brought from 
Thebes by the Colonel himself, a- 
long with several other Egyptian re- 
mains, which he has also presented 
to the College. This mummy, to 
judge Wm its triple inclosure, rich 
and varied hieroglyphical ornaments, 
and situation when in Thebes, must 
be the body of a person of the high- 
est rank, and which was probably 
consigned to the catacombs 3,00p 
years ago. 


JULY. 

I. Riots at Liverpool, — On 
Tuesday night, tlis 22d inst. a few 
minutes after six o’clock, an officer 
belonging to the Dock police met a 
man, named Murphy, at the Salt- 
house-dock with some ropes whicb 
he had stolen from a vessel. The 
cbnstable sfsked where he had got 
them, and not being able to get a 
satisfactory account, he took the 
man into custody, and conveying 
him to Bridewell they met with an- 
other Irishman, named Peter Riley. 
Murphy told Riley that he was going 
to Bridewell, and asked the latter 
whether he would see a countryman 
of his taken to such a place. Riley 
then swore a terrible oath, and 
threatened the constable that if he 
did not let the prisoner go, he would 
knock his brains out. The constable 
refused, upon which Riley knocked 
him down by a violent blow on the 
neck; but another constable ihmi^ 
came up and assisted to secure the 
prisoner. Several Lishmen, princi- 
pally occupied about the Docks, 
then assembled, and threatened to 
murder the constables if the prisoner 
was not set at liberty; a body of 
constables^ however, came up, and 
the prisoner was taken to Bridewell. 
Four of the constables afterwards 
went in search of Riley, and found 
him fighting with another man near 
the Old Dock-gates. 4s soon as' 
the coiYstables approached, two of 
them were knocked down by Riley, 
but they soon secured him, and he 
then called out to his companions to 
assist him. A numerous body of 
Irishmen Immediately surrounded 
them, and endeavoured to rescue 
the prisoner. The constables pro- 
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duced their, staves, and with some 
difficulty kept • the mob back, but 
they were instantly covered by a 
shower of stones, though fortunately 
they were not much injured. After 
some time Riley was secured in 
Bridewell. Betw.ccn eight and nine 
o'clock the same evening, two wo- 
men were apprehended at the King’s 
Dock, by two watchmen, and as they 
were coming through Darwen’s- 
weint, they were overtaken by six 
or seven Irishmen, who called out, 
** Let them go, rescue* them 6y 
which means they collected a large 
mob, and the watchmen were severe- 
ly beaten ; but, assistance being near 
at hand, the women were secured 
andjtakcn to Bridewell, as were two 
of the men who had endeavoured to 
rescue the women- At this time 
there were from 8,000 to 10,000 peo- 
ple assembled round the Bridewell, 
among whom were several of the 
Irish recruits destined for South A- 
merica, who threatened to pull down 
the building ir the prisoners were 
not let out,* and to* murder all the 
constables. A fashionably dressed 
i»an, who was said to be one of the 
officers of the South American vo- 
lunteers, was Observed to be parti- 
cularly active in the mob, and was 
heard to say, ** This is no place for 
an Irishman to be in ; for they have 
been doing nothing but getting 
drunk: and, my lads, wq will havo 
them out in five minutes.” Seve- 
ral of the mob answered, “ By 
J — s we will.” The pavement was 
then pulled up, and with the stones, 
they broke down the yard door, witfi 
the frames of which and stcfties they 
demolished all the windowa, and then 
began to w*ork at the door into Bride- 
well, which w^s double-locked, with 
iron bars across, but wliiqh they very 
soon tore from the hinges. The 
officer then called out for the keeper 
of Bridewell, and at the same time a 


messenger was dispatched to the 
Mayor with information of these 
riotous proceedings, and for the aid 
of the military* . Some heavy threats 
were now made to murder the keeper 
and constables, if the prisoners were 
nt>t immediately discharged; upon 
which the keeper thought it advis- 
able to let two of the last prisoners 
out, whom the mob carried upon 
th*eir shoulders through the streets 
about the Docks. At this period 
the Mayor with a party of soldiers 
arrived, and met the assembled mul- 
titude in Strand-street, who instantly 
began to disperse. Amongst those 
who were seen running was the offi- 
cer before mentioned, whom a young 
man, who had noticed his activity at 
Bridewell, seized hold of, and two 
others ; and they were given in 
charge to the military, who conveyed 
them and several others to the Ex- 
change-bridewell. It was now be- 
tween ten and eleven o'clock, after 
which time the mob gradually de- 
creased, and peace for the night 
was restored. On Wednesday morn- 
ing Mr Broadlcy,the Superintendant 
of the Dock Police, %vith four others, 
went to the South shore, (the place 
where the South American volun- 
teers assembled to receive their or- 
ders) by order of Captain Boyd, one 
of their officers, to point out any of 
the ringleaders not yet taken. As 
«oon as the constables made their ap- 
pearance, the whole of the/nen arm- 
ed themselves with large paving 
stones and pieces of copper dross, 
threatening to murder them if they 
did not turn back ; and tlicy imme- 
oiately .began to tttrow at the offi- 
cers with such violence that the 
constables were obliged to take to 
their heels as fast as they could, 
and they were followed by the mob, 
who continued to throw missiles af- 
ter them. Mr Broadlcy, in turning 
round, received a stone which Vac- 
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tured his chin, and was struck in al- 
most every part of his body with 
cliderent stones* One of the con- 
stables had his head cut in a shock- 
ing manner ; and another was knock- 
ed down, kicked, beaten with stones, 
and then jumped upon. The mob 
now continued their pursuit of Mr 
Broadley, who ran into a timber- 
yard near the Queen’s-dock, and con- 
cealed himself in a saw-pit. He i^as 
followed into the yard by the mob, 
who, with dreadful oaths, threatened 
to murder him if the}^ could find him; 
but fortunately he escaped their vi. 
gilance : after which, the crowd im- 
mediately dispersed. In consequence 
of these proceedings, the whole of the 
military in the town, as well as the 
Liverpool Light Horse, were on duty 
during the remainder of the day. 
Fortunately, however, there was no 
further occasion for their assistance. 
One of the men who had been active 
on the Wednesday morningin attack- 
ing Mr Broadley, was apprehended 
on Thursday, and fully identified. 
The officer was admitted to bail him- 
self in L.^00, and two sureties in 
L.lOO each, for his appearance at 
the next Borough Sessions, to an- 
swer for the riot; and eleven per- 
sons were committed to gaol on the 
same charge, but of these only one 
belongs to the South American vo- 
lunteers. 

Bibliomania.— An unique copy 
of a tra<;t, consisting of only five 
leaves from the White Knights^ Li- 
brary was lately knocked dovoiiy by 
Mr Evans, to Lord Spencer, for one 
hundred and tv^enty guineas. This 
pamphlet was fifst purchased by Mr 
Triphookfor tvoo pounds five shiuings, 
and sold by him to the present Duke 
of Marlborough fifty guineas. Its 
title, which bears no inconsiderable 
jfroportion to the whole contents, is 
as follows : “ Propositio Clarissimi 
^Ingjisfri Jofiamus Pussel/, dccretQ* 


rum docioris ac adiunc Amhassiatoris 
Christmimimi Regis Eduardi, Dei 
gratia regis Anglic et Fraticie^ ad iU 
lustrissimum principem Karolum du* 
cem Burgutnlie super susceptione Or- 
dinis Garteriif &c.”-»-Without print- 
er’s name, date; or place, but print- 
ed by Caxton in 1^69 or 14^70. 

2. Macgregor’s Defeat. — On 
the night of the SOth of April the 
Spanish forces from Panama, com- 
manded by General Hore, marched 
to the neighbourhood of this city, 
(Forto-Bellb,) and during the early 
part of the morning of the 1st of 
May assembled in the immediate 
vicinity, wdth an intent to com- 
mence an attack in conjunction 
with a division under the command 
of the General Santa Cruz, as pre- 
concerted between them. The ar- 
rival of this division at the point of 
union did not take place so early as 
it was expected, and General Hore 
was in consequence about to with- 
draw from before the town, when 
the division appeared, and at six o’- 
clock the uniteil forcea marched in- 
to the city without the least opposi- 
tion. The Spanish forces took pok> 
scssion of all the different points at 
the same moment; und the indepen- 
dent troops, who were exercising in 
the square, were immediately attack- 
ed, and the greater part obliged to 
surrender. Colonel O’Hara was shot 
•through the lungs in two places, in 
endeavouring to enter the fort, and 
taken prisoner; he died on the se- 
cond day in the hospital. General 
Maegregor was in bed at the time of 
the attack, and to eifect ]iis escape 
jumped ^'from the window into the 
street, ra^ to the water side, and 
swam off to the brig. HcrO Governor 
Lopez, who occupied^ a room next 
to Macgregor’s, was killed in bed. 
Colonel Rafter, who, with a few fol. 
lowers, had retired to a fort near tlie 
beach, upou being attacked by the 
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Royalists, waf obliged to surrender. 
The loss on.tlic part of the indepen* 

* dents has been ^about eighty killed 
and about fifty wounded. The 
Spaniards lost only four men, which 
may be attributed to MacGregor’s 
being taken so completely by sur- 
prise, as there was not a single pic- 
'quet-post outside the town. Seven- 
ty-three officers were marched to 
Panama, and General Hore, having 
nifide arrangements for the disposi- 
tion of his forces and security of the 
prisoners, returned to Panama, by 
the way of Chagres. The greatest 
attention was shown to the sick and 
wounded. 

3. Court of Session. — On Tues- 
day Lord Cringletie, Lord Ordinary 
on the Bills, presented the Prince 
Regent’s letter, appointiiyi: him one 
of the J udges of the Second Division 
of the Court of Session in room of 
the late Lord Kestoq. Alexander 
Maconochic, Esq, of Meadow bank, 
late Lord Advocate of Scotland, 
then presented the Prince •Regent’s 
letter, appointing him*one of the Jud- 
ges of the Court of Session, and who, 
as'^unior Judge, falls to succeed Lord 
Cringletie, as Lord Ordinary on the 
Bills. HisLordlliip then took the 
oaths and his seat in the Outer-House 
as Lord Probationer. The same 
day Sir William Rae of St Catha* 
rinc’s. Baronet, was sworn into the 
office of Lord Advocate of Scotland- 
in the room of the Honourable Alex- 
ander Maconochic, appointed a Lord 
of Session, and one of the Lords 
Commissioners of Justiciary. The 
Right Honourable W, Dundas, who^ 
in consequence of a reversionary ap- 
pointment in 1806, succeeds the late 
Right Honourable R. Dundas, us 
Principal Kcqper of the General 
Register of Sasines, &c,^ appeared 
in Court, and took the requisite 
oaths, on succeeding to that appoint- 
ment. 

Thomas Moore, Esq, — A serious 


calamity has befallen Mr Moore, the 
celebrated author of ** Lalla Rookh,” 
in consequence of the misconduct of 
a deputy whom, he has employed 
some years in his office at Bermuda, 
and who has embezzled a consider- 
abh: sum of money (L. 6,000 it 18 
said.) The cause has been decided in 
the Cockpit before the Lords of Ap- 
peal ; and Mr Moore being deemed 
legiliy responsible by their Lord- 
ships, an attachment was decreed a- 
gainst his person. This office, which 
was conferred oa Mr Moore by Lord 
Moira in 1803, has no salary annex- 
ed to it. The trifling emoluments 
arise from casual fees, which, in the 
course of the fifteen years that he 
has held the office, have not amount- 
ed to one-fifth of the sum for which 
the defalcation of his deputy has 
made him answerable. 

6. Melancholy death of Ma- 
dame Blanchard the Aeronaut, 
— A melancholy event terminat- 
ed in a deplorable manner the fete 
given this evening at Tivoli. Madame 
Blanchard, who ascended amidst the 
plaudits of an immense concourse of 
spectators, was precipitated from a 
great height in the air, and fell up- 
on a house in the Rue de Provence, 
No. 16, of which she forced in part 
of the roof. Her body was brought 
lifeless to the spot from which she 
ascended. It is easy to imagine the 
siiock which this terrible catastrophe 
gave to the spectators. Several fe- 
males fainted, and every one with- 
drew without waiting the conclusion 
of the fete. It is supposed that the 
fire-works, which cumc in contact 
with the trees as thetial loon ascend- 
ed, had got deranged, and that the 
rockets, having by this accident 
changed their direction, set fire to 
the balloon. Madame Blanchard 
was performing her 67l]i ascent^ 
when she met her melancholy fate. 
She was about forty-five years of 
and has left no children or known 
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relatives. A subscription was how- 
ever made at the gate of Tivoli in 
behalf of the heirs of the unfortunate 
sufferer, and every one hastened to 
deposit his offering : it amounted to 
about 12,400 francs. — M. Blanchard, 
the husband of Madame Blanchard, 
was the first who constructed para- 
chutes, and annexed them to balloons 
for the purpose of escape in case of 
accident. During an excursion 
which he undertook from Lisle about 
the end of August 17 ^ 5 , when this 
adventurous aeronaut travelled with- 
out halting a distance of 3(X) miles, 
he let down a dog from a vast height 
in the basket of a parachute, and the 
poor animal falling gently through 
the air reached the ground unhurt. 
Since that period the practice and 
management of the parachute have 
been carried much further by other 
aerial travellers, and particularly by 
M. Garnerin, who has dared repeat- 
edly to descend from the region of 
the clouds with that very slender 
machine. I'liis ingenious and spirit- 
ed Frenchman visited London dur- 
ing the short peace of 1802, and made 
two fine ascents with his balloon, in 
the second of which he threw him- 
self from an amazing elevation with a 
parachute. It descended for some 
seconds with an accelerating veloci- 
ty, till it began to vibrate extremely, 
and took such wide oscillations that 
the basket or car was at times thrown 
almost into an horizontal position. 
It passed over Mary-la-bonne and 
Somers Town, and almost grazed the 
houses of St Pancras. At last it 
fortunately struck the ground in a 
neighbouring field ; but so violent 
vras the shock as to throw poor Gar- 
nerin on his face, by which accident 
he received some cuts, and bled con- 
siderably. He seemed to be much 
digitated, and trembled exceedingly 
at the monu nt he was released fr.om 
•the, car. One of llic stays of the 


parachute had chanced to give wav 
l^as was most likely the case with 
Madame Blanchard;} which unto- 
ward circumstance deranged the ap- 
paratus, disturbed its proper balance^ 
and threatened the adventurer dur- 
ing the whole ef his descent with im- 
mediate destruction. The feeling of 
such extreme peril was too much for"' 
human nature to bear. The cata- 
strophe of Madame Blanchard bears a 
near resemblance to that which he- 
fel Pilatre de Rozicr and Romain in 
1785. Fr6m some vague idea of be- 
ing better able to regulate the ascent 
of the balloon, they bad incautious- 
ly suspended below it a small smoke 
one of ten feet diameter ; a combi- 
nation to which may be imputed the 
disastrous issue. Scarcely a quarter 
of an hour had elapsed after their as- 
cension, when the whole apparatus, 
at the height of about 3000 feet, was 
observed to be on firt?, and its scat- 
tered fragments, with the unfortu- 
nate voyagers, were precipitated to 
the ground. They fell near the sea 
shore, about four miles from Bou- 
logne, and were instantly killecl by 
the tremendous shock, their bodies 
being found dreadfully mangled. The 
only other fatal aecident with bal- 
loons which we at present recollect, 
happened in Italy several years after 
the loss of Rozier and Romain, when 
a Venetian nobleman and his lady, 
after havipg performed successfully 
various ascents, fell from a vast 
height and perished on the spot. 

Radical Meeting at Stockport, 
— A meeting of reformers took place 
Vn this town yesterday, pursuant to a 
notice, *which had been sent to the 
various Union Societies, and was 
signed by several names. About 
one o’clock Knight, ^utton, Ogden, 
Harrison of Stockport, (styled the 
Reverend,) VVillan of Dewsbury, who 
presided at the first Ilunslel-rnoor 
nieeiing, near Letdt', and several O' 
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thersy asceod^d a stage made of two 
carts. Harjrisoa then read a letter 
' fkrom BagueleyJ addressed to the 
meeting, dated Chester Castle, in 
which it was argued •• that the Deity 
created man for happinesa, and a 
sufficiency of good things to make all 
men happy ; but that the majority of 
*ihat meeting being miserable in the 
highest degree, the intentions of the 
Deity had been frustrated by their 
rijers : that when a Government was 
guilty of destroying or diminishing 
the happiness of the pe*ople, suen 
Government acted in direct; opposi- 
tion to the will of Heaven, and re- 
bellion against it was an imperative 
duty 1*^ The writer then proceed- 
ed ta apply these doctrines. A lit- 
tle before this, the word Spy” was 
buzzed about, and iminec^iatcly fol- 
lowed by a tremendous blow indict- 
ed on a man by a reformer, who went 
behind him for that pyrposc, with a 
large stick. He was in the act of re- 
peating the blow, holding his weapon 
with both hands,* wdien thb bystan- 
ders told him ’it was 'quite unneces- 
sary,* for his victim was already dead. 
TI>c unfortunate man was carried off 
the ground in a state of total insen- 
sibility, and medical aid obtained. 
The arrival of the Chairman for the 
day. Sir Charles Wolseley, Bart, of 
an ancient house in Staffordshire, 
now put business into a more regular 
train. The Baronet addi^ssed the 
people, whose numbers were not less 
than 12,000, by informing them 
** that he was no orator, but a staunch 
reformer, and a zealous determined 
advocate ol’ annual Parliaments and 
universal suffrage. As to Another 
class of persons, spies and informers, 
let them set down all, nay more than 
he said ; he dqspiscd them ; but let 
them tell the Sidmoiiths, the Castle- 
reaghs, and the other monsters who 
employed them, that he execrated 
and abhorred them and their pro- 


ceedings.*’ Several resolutions were 
afterwards put, and carried by ac- 
clamation. In moving and seconding 
the resolutions, several Jongand.very 
inflammatory speeches were made. 
Mr Fitton, of Uoyston, made a long 
hafangue on the progress of reform ; 
and Willan propounded the doctrine 
of active resistance to the Govern* 
ment ; recommending to the people 
« to apply the four-sheaved block of 
liberty, equality, annual parliaments, 
and universal suffrage, and he had no 
doubt they wou4d tear the vast fa- 
bric of tyranny and superstition from 
its base ; that the strain would be 
tremendous; yet feeble as he was, 
he would willingly lend a hand to 
effect it.” I’he person in sailor*s 
clothes who spoke at the late meet- 
ing in St Peter's Fields, (Manches- 
ter), desired the people to be firm 
and courageous ; and alluding to the 
panic which seized the meeting at 
Manchester, said, ** such conduct 
would not do wlien they mot at Old- 
ham ; each man must boldly lay hold 
of the rope, and he liad no doubt they 
should speedily capsize Commodore 
Sidmouth and his crew.” — The meet- 
ing concluded with thanks to thb 
Chairman ; and the principal speak- 
ers proposed votes of thanks to each 
other. In returning his acknowledg- 
ments for the honour done to him. 
Sir Charles Wolseley swore to be 
** faitliful to the cause, so long as his 
heart’s blood siiould flow from his 
heart.” He stated, “ that his poli- 
tical career commenced in France: 
that he was one of those who mount- 
ed the ramparts of theBastileat the 
commencement of tfle revolution in 
tlmt country : and if he did that for 
France, he should never shrink from 
attacking the Bastiles of his own 
country.” A resolution was pro- 
posed by Harrison, and carried, sta-* 
ling, “ that as the ministers had pro-^ 
cured a bill of indemnity to be ^ss- 
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cd, to screen them from the conse- 
quences of their late illegal acts, this 
meeting do indemnify all the speak- 
ers who have addressed it, in case 
any thing seditious has been said by 
them,”— The Cap of Liberty, on the 
top of a dag-staff, was displayed on 
the hustings. 

&, Slavery in the United 
States. — The whole number of 
slaves in all the States of the Union 
was, as appears by the census of 
each of the following years, 

In 1790 Inl8<X) In 1810 

1594,280 889,881 1,165,441 

Incrcasein 10yrs.,froin 1790tol8()0, 203,624 
Incrcastiin 10yrs.,fioni 1300 to 1810, 251,875 
lncreasein20yri>.,fi'om 1790tol810, 481,160 

The slave population from 1790 
to 1800 increased 14-81 per centum ; 
from 1800 to 1810, 35 84; and from 
1790 to 1810, 70-75 per centum: 
the ratio of increase, it will be ob- 
served, is augmenting, the first ten 
years being under 24 per centum^ 
and the latter ten years upwards of 
^}2 per centum per annum^ The num- 
ber of free persons in the United 
States, according to utficial returns, 
were, in 

1790 . 3,190,455 | 1800 . 4,356,032— 

1810 . 5,947,678, “ and all otlicr persons 
except Indians not taxed,’* 

1790.59,120 ) 1800.108,607 | 1810.181,924 

From these facts, principally ex- 
tracted from Seyberfs Statistics, 
it appears that in the year 1810, 
when the last census was taken, , 
nearly l-6th part of the whole po- 
pulation were slaves ! They were at 
that time divided among the states 
as follows, wiz ^ — 


Ithoclc Island 

108 

Connecticut 

3^0 

New York 

15,017 

New Jersey 

10,851 

Pennsylvania 

795 

Pclaware 

4,177 

Maryland 

111,502 

dl^irgiiiia 

392,518 

North Carolina 

168,821 

^outh Carolina 

196,365 

Geo^ia 

105,218 

Kentucky 

80,561 


Tennessee 44,535 

Louisiana 34,660 

Total 1,165,441 

New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Vermont, and Ohio, are already for- 
tunately exempted from the pre- 
sence* of this great moral and politi- 
cal evil. Pennsylvania and New 
York will likewise soon take their 
station in the same rank, having 
made the requisite legislative p^-o- 
vision. If the attempt now making 
'in Ohio td introduce it there should 
succeed, humanity would truly have 
cause to mourn. The increase in 
number, since the year 1810, is pro- 
bably 300,000. 

The Comet. — This comet was 
seen at Paris on Saturday night the 
3d inst. (the same night on which it 
was first seen in London), and proves 
to be the same that was seen at Mar- 
seilles last year. In referring to it, 
the Paris papers ascribe the dis- 
covery last year to M. Pons. The 
following notice of this phenomenon 
is translated *from the Gazette de 
France, of the 4th instant:— The 
comet lately discovered by M. Pens, 
at the Observatory of Marseilles, 
was visible last nigiit at Paris. Du- 
ring the whole evening a great 
number of persons were assembled 
upon the bridges and quays to ex- 
amine it. It is in the constellation 
of Leo. ^The luminous point is not 
very distinct, but its train is long. 
As this comet is not doubted to be 
the same whose orbit was calculated 
by M. Nicollet last year, his cal- 
<^ulations become now mare interest- 
ing. According to his calculations, 
it passed its point nearest to the sun 
on the 3d of March last' year, at 15 
minutes past 11. Its, perihelion dis- 
tance is equal to 1.12567 (a little 
more than 1 j) ; that of the earth to 
the sun being taken as unity — 

Incljnulion of its oibit to 

the ediptie, tlcg. rnin' 
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Longitude of tlie»ascending 

node, (>8 deg. 5 miiu 

Longitude of perihcliln, cal- 
culated by the urbu, 187 deg. 32 min. 

Its heliocentric movement direct. 

The following are some correct 
observations upon this heaverTly phe- 
nomenon, taken at Greenwich :..The 
comet passed the nicridian below the 
pole, at the Royal Observatory, on 
Saturday, July 3., about midnight, 
when its place was thus determined: 
Apparent right ascension, G h. 51 mill. 36 sec. 
North polar distance cor- 
rected for refraction, 4G deg. IsViIn. 47 see. 
Mean lime of observa- 
tion, 12 h. 6 miif. 5G sec. 

TIic comet was again observed on 
Monday night (July 8.), but not till 
it had passed the meridian, when the 
following observation was made : 
Apparent right ascension, 7 h. 0 mi n. 9 sec. 
North polar distance, 43 deg. 34 npiii. 48 sec. 
Mean time of observa- 
tion, 1 2 h. 3G min. 4 see. 

10. SUTIIKRLAND II ICII LANDERS. 
— We copy from the letter of a tour- 
ist, an extract, which, ij* it had ap- 
peared in a romance or other ficti- 
tious performance, would have ex- 
cited the strongest feelings of com- 
miseration for the unfortunate suf- 
ferers. A system which requires 
such frightful sacrifices before it can 
be carried into effect, ought to give 
us pause” before we apply to it the 
abstract rules of economical science, 
in which no allowance whatever is 
made for the feelings and sufferings 
of human beings, but, on the con- 
trary, every thing is estimated by its 
relation to capital, to supply and 
. demand, the profits of stocky and 
other principles, correct enough per-< 
haps in theory, but, in this instance 
at least, carried into effect amidst 
the curses and the miseries of so 
many helpless aqd expatriated High- 
landers. — Comtng’on my .way from 
Brora to Port Gorver, in Sutherland,. 
I was much shocked with the ap- 
pearance of late fires in every cottage 


on the road. Every roof was strip- 
ped in the township of Kintredual. 
This is part of the immense property 
of the Countess of Sutherland, now 
Marchioness of Stafford, and had 
just been newly leased to a Mr Reid, 
formerly one of Sir John Sinclair’s 
shepherds, for a sheep farm ; so, ,iii 
order to give him entire possession, 
300 plottages were burnt, and at least 
3000 poor creatures turned out of 
doors to make room for as many 
sheep. A Mr Gordon and a Mr 
Mackay, farmers* in the neighbour- 
hood, humanely came forward, and 
offered them ail settlements on their 
farms. This same thing occurred 
a few years back at a place called 
Kiltlonan. The Earl of Selkirk hap- 
pened then to be in that part of the 
country, and transported the out- 
casts all to his colony at Red ri- 
ver. ^'fhis is more barbarous than 
any thing I ever heard of in Ire- 
land or any where else. I met 
with one old man and his family, 
who told me his family had lived 
there quietly for four generations, 
always paid their rents punctually, 
and offered to double the amount if 
they (the factors) would only permit 
them to stay. From the change of 
system lately adopted on the exten- 
sive estate of the Marquis and Mar- 
chioness of Stafford in the county, 
great numbers are emigrating to A- 
*raerica ; and among them arc — • 

and , who, with their families, 

and many more of their neighbours, 
are embarked at Cromarty for Pic- 
ton. As the present plan is to put 
alUhe estate (except p few spots on 
the sea side) under sheep, and that; 
too* as quickly as possible, a vast 
number are removed this year. Such 
as can afford to p^ tlicir passage go 
to America; others shift for them-^ 
selves as they can ; but many, very 
many of them will remain (from ina- 
bility to do otherwise) to starve*in 
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the country without house or home. 
Such is the present state of this re- 
mote corner of the country.” The 
following particulars are derived from 
another source : “It is said that a 
posse of men (with legal warrants^ be 
It observed) are parading the county 
of Sutherland, and ejecting the poor 
Highlanders from the homes of their 
fathers. A valuation is put upon 
their property ; a proportion of the 
expense is retained, the balance is 
paid over to the occupier ; and his 
humble dwelling, in which perhaps 
he was born himself, in which he 
has gone through the various stages 
of life, and which is endeared to 
him by a thousand ties and circum- 
stances, is set fire to and consumed to 
ashes^ before the eyes of himself, his 
wife, and helpless family. One hun- 
dred families, it is said, have shared 
this fate within the lust fortnight, 
and 500 within a short period. Fa- 
milies are thus compelled to crowd 
together in miserable out*cots, or to 
prepare their scanty meals at the 
roots of trees ; and the county, es- 
pecially the parishes of Far, Kildo- 
nan, Clyne, Golspie, and Rogart, is 
beginning to wear a depopulated 
ruinous aspect. Sucli is a specimen 
of the information sent us ; but we 
are inclined to think that there must 
be some exaggeration, and that the 
facts, if they be facts, are susceptible 
of explanation. The writerseems to 
admit, *that allotments of ground 
were made for these small tenants 
(who are said to have offered more 
for their farms than the highest rents 
that could othcf wise be got for them); 
but this, it is added, was on the cold 
barren north coast, the soil of which 
can be turned to no account. For 
the honour of the Stafford family, 
^we should be glad to havi? this mat- 
ter cleared up ; for we have been as- 
•sured, that thousands of the Suther- 
lanfi Highlanders entered the army in 


the course of the late war, from de- 
voted attachment to theii Countess.” 
We are indebted lor the following 
remarks to a highly respectable Edin- 
burgh journal. In economical science 
different writers may, and do, enter- 
tain different, 'and promulgate very 
opposite doctrines ; but there seems, 
to be but one opinion as to the sum- 
mary mode of ejectment introduced 
into Sutlierlandshirc under the 7/?^- 
7710716 patronage of Lady JStaffortl : 
“ We hay.e already adverted to the 
miserable condition of those poor 
Highlaiiders who have been violently 
ejected from their ftiniis in the coun- 
ty of Sutherland by the agents of 
Lady Stafford. The subject is now 
forcing itself on the attention of the 
public. The tenants have formed 
themselves into an association, for 
the purpose of facilitating their emi- 
gration to America, and we are hap- 
py to have to state, that Mr M*Leod 
of Cadboll, M. P., and several other 
gentlemen of great respectability, 
have consented to superintend its 
proceedings, and to render aji the 
assistance in their power to the un- 
happy outcasts. We are greatly a- 
fraid, however, considering the po- 
verty of the Highlanders, that this 
society will be unable to afford any 
effectual relief to the multitude who 
are now applying to it for assistance ; 
and we trust, therefore, that govern- 
ment will interfere and place a few 
thousand pounds at the disposal of 
the society, under the express sti- 
pulation that it shall be entirely ap- 
propriated to the defraying of the 
charges attending the emigration of 
those who are destitute of the means 
of transporting themselves to another 
country. We are quite certain that 
Ministers could not possibly expend 
L.20,0(X) or L.30,000 in a way that 
would redound more to their own 
credit and the public advantage, 
than in providing transports to carry 
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those poor families who are now wan- 
dering about Sutherland, destitute 
alike of habitatich and of the most in- 
dispensable necessaries, to a country 
which is not overstocked with inha- 
bitants, where their simple* and in- 
dustrious habits wouM be pnXed as 
they ought to be? and where their 
labour would yield an ample and in- 
dependent subsistence. But, what- 
ever measures may be adopted, it is 
essential that no time should he lost 
in carrying them into effect. Unlc^ 
some provision be made for the emi- 
gration or the support of tJie poor 
tenants, previous to the setting in of 
the winter, it is altogether impossi- 
ble that they should escape falling a 
sacrifice to its rigours. In order to 
prevent misconception, we think it 
right to state, that however much we 
may deprecate the unfeelingand bar- 
barous manner in which the agents 
of Lady Stafford have* proceeded to 
free her estates of their surplus po- 
pulation, we are clearly of opinion, 
that the conversion of the Highlands 
to the purposes of pasturage will be 
a decided improvement. It is, how- 
ever, the implied and obvious, if not 
the prescribed, duty of a landlord, 
in changing the 'management of an 
estate, to bring the change gradually 
about, and with reference to the cir- 
cumstances of the existing tenantry. 
Had Lady Stafford provided, as she 
might easily have done,«vessels to 
carry the expatriated tenants to A- 
merica, and accommodated the poor- 
er class with a small supply of mo- 
ney, it would have been impossible 
to have found the least fault ]^ith bet 
conduct. We bold no opinion in 
common with those who blame her 
Ladyship for turning her estate in- 
to sheep-walks. On the contrary, 
we think that every Highland pro- 
prietor who has done so has really 
conferred a benefit on the coun- 


try; but it is impossible to vindi- 
cate her from the charge of having 
suddenly deprived a helpless pea- 
santry of their accustomed means 
of subsistence, and of having left 
those who looked up to her as their 
protectress, to struggle with the 
extremes of poverty and famiije.** 
Extract of a letter dated 24?th 
Jupc 1819 : “ On the first burning 
expedition of the official persons, 
they refrained setting fire to a house, 

1 think, in the parish of Kildonan, 
in which a womfin lay who was about 
to be delivered. She was safely de- 
livered. But the houses burning a- 
round her, and the certainty of her 
family being removed, and the noise 
and lamentation attending such 
dreadful work, caused delirium, of 
which she died. Farther, I can 
scarcely credit, and God grant that 
it may not be true, yet it was certi- 
fied in ray presence by a number of 
these tenants, decent looking men, 
that, on the second expedition of the 
officers, which happened immediate- 
ly after this woman’s death, they set 
fire to the house, scarcely giving the 
relations time to remove the bod 3 ^ 
A noble little fellow who had been a 
sergeant, and who had lost a leg at 
Waterloo, expressed himself at a late 
meeting of the tenants in an admi- 
rable manner. He said he had only 
L.40 a-ycar, but that thaty holding 
out his wooden member, had made 
him independent of the vengeance 
of I.ady Stafford, and he would sub- 
scribe at least L.5 to assist his op- 
pressed countrymen.” 

, 13. CONVENTIOJI OF RoYAL 
Burghs. — This day the Convention 
mht, and, after the usual forms, pro- 
ceeded to business, which, however, 
was generally of an uninteresting 
charactei> On the following day^ 
the Provost of Perth brought for- 
ward a motion which excited some» 
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Burprise and considerable mirth ; it 
was for notliing less than abolishing 
for ever the Convention itself, which 
the worthy magistrate described as 
an oppressive meeting ; declaring, at 
the same time, that the missive dues 
exacted from the burghs was a bur- 
den which they could very ill bear, 
and that even Perth found them to be 
a great grievance. This radical qio- 
tion not being secoi^ded or support- 
ed, died in the very birth ; or, to use 
the words of a reporter, “ was dis- 
posed of in contemptuous silence.^* 
Return of Sir C. Wolseley, 
Bart., M. P. for Birmingham. — 
Yesterday a public meeting of this 
town was held on New Hallhill, and 
from the extent of the crowd, which 
completely filled the area of 120 
yards by about 6.5, not less than 
50,000 people were present. A plat- 
form was erected in the centre* Mr 
Edmonds (schoolmaster) took the 
chair, and read a letter from Sir 
Charles Wolseley, stating the death 
of Lady Wolseley, his mother, and 
accounting for his necessary absence 
under such affliction. Mr Edmonds 
then addressed the crowd at length, 
and was followed by Mr Maddocks 
(another schoolmaster), who was 
succeeded by Mr Lewis (a school- 
master of Coventry, and the same 
person who spoke at Stockport.) 
These persons proposed that Sir 
Charles Wolseley should be sent up 
to Parliament as Legislatorial At- 
torney and Representative of Bir- 
mingham.” The issuing of a writ 
being compulsory^ they had not a- 
waited the form of the mandate, but 
anticipated the right. The privilege 
constitutionally belonged to thend, 
and they were fulfilling their duty 
as good subjects, ih proceeding to 
^vise the Sovereign by th.f?ir repre- 
sentative. If they had not been 
commanded so to dot, the error rent- 
ed ilith others. The Baronet was 


then nominated, and seconded, pro 
forma; duly propqjied and elected^ 
"amid the thundcriiyg acclamations 
of the multitude. The show of a 
forest of hands was a striking and in- 
teresting view, every person being 
distiqptly visible to each other. A 
long and tedious remonstrance to 
Parliament was read, which the new 
elected member was to present to 
the House, and demand of the Speak- 
er his place in the Commons assem- 
bly. A dej)Utaiion was proposed to 
wait on Sir Charles Wolseley, and 
give hinp^ the necessary instructions 
of his constituents. Sir Charles had 
previously promised them to go and 
claim his seat in the House if tliey 
elected him. This will at least.be a 
new and interesting case for the next 
Session. Mr Wooler addressed the 
crowd, congratulating the people of 
Birmingham on having taken their 
proper ground and rank in the em- 
pire. Major Cartwright said a few 
words, in the way of returning 
thanks, for the^honqur of nine huzzas 
rendered to his exertions in the 
cause of reform. The business of 
the meeting occupied three hours. 

18. Rome ; Brigands. — Baron 
Rumohr, who resides in a country 
house about 400 yards beyond the 
town of Olevano, situated about ten 
hours* journey from this capital, re- 
ceived, some days ago, a visit of 
rather a dkagreeable kind. It was in 
the evening, and there were only 
present the Baron, his son, and the 
Swiss painter Salad6e. All of a 
sudden the door opened, when a fel- 
low, wrapped in a mantle, with a red 
silk handkerchief rolled round his 
hat, entered, and gruffly asked for 
the Baron, who, guessing his danger, 
made a sign to his son and the artist, 
and answered, that he would go and 
fetch the Baron. A.t the door he was 
met by other four individuals armed 
with iA\u5keJs.^^n;ra whoiQ, however, . 
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he escaped^ by darting across the 
garden, a^d flew to Oievano to seek 
for succour. | The papal soldiery 
were in no hurry in getting ready for 
the pursuit, and before he returned 
with a party of them, tha brigands 
had succeeded in carrying off Sala- 
dce and the young llumohf, who 
were conducted to the distance of 
about a league into the neighbour- 
ing woods, where they found the 
test of the brigands, about fifty in 
number, waiting their arrival. Most 
of them were young meA, about tlic 
age of twenty, having beaofiful scar- 
let uniforms, with rich girdles and 
diamond ear-rings. The chief of 
the gang had, besides, a large gold 
cro§s suspended from his neck. The 
brigands sent word to Olcvano, that, 
for the son of the Baroi^, they must 
receive a ransom of 6000 scudi : as to 
M. Saladee, said they, since he is only 
a poor painter, we will release him for 
50 scudi. During tlie negotiations 
the two prisoners were well treated ; 
but they were told, ** If you make 
the least noise, or thb least signal, we 
will instantly put you to death ; this 
i£»necessary for the sake of example.” 
The painter was obliged to make 
portraits of the^hole gang. At the 
end of two days the ransom of the 
young Baron was fixed at 2000 scu« 
di. The brigands, in parting with 
him, embraced him, and the chief 
said to him, clasping him^at the same 
time in his arms, ** My son, the re- 
membrance of you is engraven on 
my heart : 1 shall never forget you : 
I hope we shall see each other again 
at Naples” • 

19. Arrest op Sir C. W?)lseley. 
— Immediately on the ** true bill” 
being found against Sir Charles, and 
the seditious hypocrite Harrison, 
Birch, the 'constable, was dis- 
patched with a Bench warrant to ap- 
prehend the Bai\net. On reaching 
Stafford, (the qu^ter sessi^ then 
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holding), Birch produced the warrant 
for the purpose of having it backed 
by the Court, which was immediate- 
ly done by all ihe Magistrates pre- 
sent. He then proceeded to Wolse- 
ley-Park, but did not execute the 
Warrant till the afternoon, on account 
of the funeral of the Dowager Lady 
Wolselcy, which took place dh the 
morning of Wednesday. When the 
officer made his appearance. Sir 
Charles, the ** Old Major,” and his 
brother itinerant, Wooler, were ta- 
king “ sweet counsel together” in a 
field adjoining the house. What was 
the subject of their deliberations we 
have not yet learnt; but there can 
be no doubt it was relative to the 
“ glorious cause” of riot and rebel- 
lion. Sir Charles surrendered him- 
self immediately, and soon after set 
off in his own carriage, accompanied 
by the Major, the officer riding on 
the dicky. They changed horses at 
Stafford a little before eight o’clock, 
and drove on to Newcastle, where 
they remained till the following 
morning, when they reached Knuts- 
ford at half-past ten o’clock. Birch 
surrendered his captive in the Court, 
where Sir Charles, on being called 
for his plea, answered, Not Guil- 
ty.” Sir J. Stanley, the Chairman, 
asked him whether he was prepared 
with bail ; and then the old Major 
presented himself, but was refused 
•by the Court, not being a house- 
holder resident in the county. Se- 
veral other admirers of the Baronet 
were also refused on similar grounds ; 
and, in default of bail, the prisoner 
was committed to the custody of Mr 
Itludson. This waS a case of emer- 
gency indeed ! The Smithfield meet- 
ing at hand, and Sir Charles, (one of 
the principal performers engaged for 
that exhibition), in quod! The ut- 
most cnlieavourswere therefore mafle 
around the country to procure sure- 
ties ; at last Stockport was thougnt 
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of, and from thence they wero ob- 
tained in the persons of the loyal 
and patriotic John Lawton, of that 
town, grocer ; and Edward Sander- 
son, of the same place, shoemaker; 
who were bound over in L.250each, 
and Sir Charles Wolseley in L..509. 
The revolutionary Baronet was then 
let loose, to the great joy of the gal- 
lant Major ; and on Friday they vi- 
sited a man named Giles, who ex- 
pounds politics, and teaches ** the 
young idea how to shoot,” at Oiler- 
ton. From Ollerton they departed 
on their way to Wolselcy-bridge. 
Thus ended the memorable two days’ 
peregrination of Sir Charles Wolse- 
Jey, and his worthy coadjutor, the 
gallant old Major. 

Disturbed Districts. — The 
following is the copy of a letter ad- 
dressed by Lord Sidmouth to the 
Lord-Lieutenant of the countv of 
Chester. Similar letters have been 
sent to the Lord-Lieutenants of all 
the counties which are the imme- 
diate scene, or in the vicinity, of the 
Reform Meetings : — 

Whitehall^ July 7- 
My Lord, — The numerous pub- 
lic meetings which have lately taken 
place at Stockport, and the adjacent 
parts of Lancashire, their manifest 
purpose, and ihe language which has 
been held at them, have engaged the 
serious attention of his Majesty’s 
Government : Your Lordship’s pre- 
sence, unclcr these circumstances, in 
the county of which your Lordship 
has the charge, cannot but be highly 
desirable and inimortant; in order 
that, under your Lordship’s authori- 
ty, the most prompt and effectual 
means may be adopted for the pre- 
servation of the trarquillity of the 
county of Chester. The utmost vi- 
gilance and activity on th*^* part of 
the Magistrates in the districts to 
vdiicl^I have referred, is indispensa- 


bly and urgently necessarjr, to main- 
tain and enforce, if requisite, obe- 
dience to the laws, cVid to bring to 
justice those offenders by whom they 
may be violated. For these purposes, 
it is eari^estly hoped the power of 
the civil authorities will be fully suf- 
ficient:^ but, as a ni.^asure of precau- 
tion, your Lordship is desired to give 
immediate directions to the several 
corps of Yeomanry Cavalry in the 
county of Chester, to hold themselves 
in readiness to attend to any call for 
sdpport and assistance, which, in 
case of necessity, they may receive 
from the' Magistrates ; and the ut- 
most conhdence is justly placed in 
the zeal and promptitude with which, 
under such circumstances, the call 
will be obeyed. 1 have the honour 
to be, &c. SiDMOUTii.” 

20. Axliocious Murder. — A 
dreadful circumstance took place at 
Brighton,, in the Barrack-yard in 
Church-street, facing the royal sta- 
bling, this afternoon. At about 
hall-past four o’clock the military, 
the 90th regiment, tlirned out there 
for the afternoon’s parade. A pri- 
vate, who had been confined in the 
morning for being absent from duty, 
was released by the orderly serjeant, 
Watson, to fall-in for the parade. 
The fellow, meditating revenge for 
the confinement he had endured, no 
sooner had his musket in his posses- 
fion, than, as it seems, he charged it 
with a ball-cartridge; and as Serjeant 
Watson descended from his room to 
the barrack-yard, he deliberately 
took aim at him, and shot him thro’ 
the body. The ball enterpd on one 
side, nesfr about the ribs, and came 
out of the other. Surgical assistance 
was useless. He did not survive the 
fatal wound more than twenty mi- 
nutes. The horrible deed was per- 
petrated in the midsjt of the solcuers 
mustering for the Mrade ; many of 
whom supposed gun had been 
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fired from tbe other side of the yard 
wall, andArereiiii the act of scaling 
it to discover Jby whom, when the 
miscreant threw down his piece, and 
exclaimed, that he was the man, 
that he had then had his revenge, 
and was in no way% sorry for what 
he had done. He was then secured. 
The deceased bore a very excellent 
character, and has left a wife and 
three children to deplore his loss. 

• 22. Smithfield Meeting. — This 
meeting, the expectation of whi^h 
has, for the last fortnight, occupied 
the public mind in the metropolis, 
took place yesterday at one o’clock. 
Every precaution was taken, by the 
judicious disposition of the forces, 
civil and military,^ in various places 
in the vicinity of the meeting, to pre- 
vent the recurrence of tlM)se dread- 
ful scenes which disgraced London 
in December 1816. Orator Hunt 
was, of course, the hero of the day ; 
Parson Harrison preached treason ; 
and Cobler Preston paid some very 
oily complimen^p to^ the noMe and 
incomparable ^chairman^ the Orator. 
All this was as it should be. We have 
nef inclination to wade through the 
slough of ribaldi^, treason, blasphe- 
my, and nonsen^, uttered upon this 
occasion, by a parcel of seditious 
madmen, stirred up and goaded on 
by that scum of demagogues, Hunt ; 
suffice it to state, that the meeting 
manifested no disposition to riot,* 
overawed, no doubt, by the imposing 
front of preparation previously ar- 
rayed against such a contingency, and 
in the end dispersed peaceably, their 
fury having got vent in buzzing tbb 
treasonable speeches pronounced by 
Hunt, the Cobler, the Stockport 
Parson, Cast, (humorously accused 
by The Times of witchcraft), and se- 
veral other equally distinguished per- 
sonages. Sir C. Wolseley apologized 
by letter for his a&nence, being laud- 
ably cmplojred in o^i^fljizinj^-^ome 


revolutionary projects about Man- 
chester, preparatory to the celebra- 
ted meeting, which it will fall our 
lot, next month*, to record. 

24. Stuart Papers. — Erroneous 
accounts having been published re- 
specting this valuable acquisition, it 
must be interesting to the pubjic to 
learn something accurately of its 
f^j;e. It is now above two years since 
these important documents were dis- 
covered at Rome, by Mr Watson, a 
Scotch gentleman, then resident in 
that city, in a* situation which naiist 
have soon ensured their destruction, 
from the joint operation of vermin 
and the elements. M. Caesarini, the 
auditor of the Pope, was the execu- 
tor of Cardinal York, the last male 
descendant of James 11. The exe- 
cutor did not long survive the Car- 
dinal ; and his successor, M. Tasso- 
ni, became his representative as exe- 
cutor of the Cardinal York. To M. 
Tassoni, then, application was made 
for leave to examine the papers. It 
was granted, together with permis- 
sion to copy them at pleasure. This 
last indulgence was soon discovered, 
from the number and importance of 
the documents, to present labour al- 
most without end, and led to the ac- 
quisition of the originals by purchase 
from M. Tassoni. Though the sum 
which he received for them was in- 
considerable, yet so little value did 
M. Tassoni set upon them, that he 
actually considered himsclfas much 
overpaid. As they were perused, 
however, their immense worth be- 
came known ; and Mr Watson un- 
fortunately considered himself under 
no necessity of concealing the value 
of private property, which he had 
legally bought from a competent 
vender. But, under an absolute go- 
vernment/ right is no protection^ 
The archives of the Stuarts were 
seized, by an order of the Papal Go# 
vernment, in the apartments of the 



340 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1819. 


[Jolt. 


proprietor; and Cardinal Gonsalvi 
justified this despotic act, by a brief 
avowal that the Stuart Papers were 
too great a prize for any subject to 
possess. With his eminence the Car- 
dinal Minister the proprietor in vain 
remonstrated against this injustice, 
and at length notified his determina- 
tion to appeal to his own government, 
the British Consul having declined 
to interfere. The Roman Govern- 
ment, upon further reflection, saw 
that the measure which it had adopt- 
ed could neither be jhstified nor to- 
lerated ; and in this dilemma it 
sought refuge from a curious expe- 
dient : it offered to the Prince Re- 
gent, as a present, that property 
which it had taken by force from one 
of his subjects. The British Govern- 
ment never denied the right of Mr 
Watson to property which he had 
fairly bought, though it wisely enter- 
ed into a negociation with him, for 
the purpose of rendering objects of 
such peculiar national interest the 
property of the nation. A respect- 
able commission has lately been ap- 
pointed, under the royal warrant of 
the Prince Regent, to inquire into 
their nature and value, and report 
accordingly. 

Attempt to assassinate Bikcii, 
THE Stockport Constable. — In the 
evening of yesterday, about a quar- 
ter before ton o^clock, William Birch, 
(who is assistant deputy constable of 
Stockpoit, and who has made him- 
self obnoxious to the Reformers by 
having taken Sir Charles Wolseley 
into custody, and also from being 
the person sent, to London with the 
Bench-warrant against Parson Har- 
rison), having brought Harrison lo 
Stockport, the circumstance soon 
became known, and^a considerable 
growd assembled round,. Birch’s 
house, where his prisoner was sccu- 
ted. Several ihreuts having been 
madj by the mob that they would 


pull Birch’s house down, 'and liberate 
Harrison, Birch felt it prudent to 
consult the Rev. Mr l':rcscott (a Ma- 
gistrate) as to what course he should 
adopt, with regard to his prisoner, 
under thb circumstances. On his 
way tq Mr Presliott’s, and within a 
few yards from that gentleman’s 
house, Birch was accosted by a man 
who calls himself Joseph George 
Bruce, (a person not much known 
in Stockport, but who states that he 
came lately from London, and last 
from Dublin, and who has been for 
a few weeks assistant to Harrison in 
his school of reform, and is also de- 
signated as Secretary to the Stock- 
port Reform Society.) This man 
entered into conversation with Birch, 
and two other persons in Bruee’s 
company jcined them. Bruce kept 
Birch engaged in conversation, and 
breasted him, so as to prevent his go- 
ing on, and the other two were pass^ 
ing towards Birch’s rear, who then 
began to feci himsplf unsafe, and 
meditated a retreat : particularly so, 
as a considerable crowd were very 
near them ; however, before he had 
time to decide on any step, one^of 
the two men fired a^^mall pistol, the 
bullet! from which passed into Birch’s 
breast, about the pit of the stomach, 
and took a sloping direction towards 
the right side. Birch screamed and 
leaped over the garden-wall of a Mr 
'Lloyd, and reached the house of Dr 
Killer before he fell ; the three men 
then fled. The ball has not yet been 
extracted, but hopes arc entertained 
tliat the wounded man may recover. 
Three nsen (one of whora‘ is Bruce) 
have been taken into custody, and 
have undergone a long examination 
this day before the Rev. C. Prescott, 
J. W. Tatton, andj^P. Marsland, 
Esqrs. ; two of themiviz. Bruce and 
a person of the na^iic of David Da- 
vies, (who was of the three yire- 
sent sliot wai? fired), are 
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remanded ;• the third has been dis- 
charged. • Th^ person who fired the 
pistol has no(i yet been identified, 
from the state of the wounded man 
rendering it not advisable he should 
be disturbed. Harriso'n iS stated to 
have expressed- deep regret for 
Birch’s accidentt and said he did not 
wish to have been taken to Stock- 
port, and neither was it intended he 
should. 

• Court of Assises, Paris. Con- 
viction OP SaRRAZIN Fj3R BlGA^|Y. 
— In the year 1799 Sarrazin was at 
Leghorn, then occupied by a French 
army, where he became acquainted 
with and subsequently married Ce- 
cilia Charlotte Schwartz, daughter 
of a merchant of that city. With 
this lad^ he received the sum of 
^^8,750 livres florentincs.* This mar- 
riage was celebrated on the 4th of 
June 1799, according to the rites of 
the Protestant Church, to which the 
lady belonged. On the 10th of 
June 1810 Sarrjazin, then, employed 
as an officer ^auBoiUogne, deserted 
the,standards of France, and passed 
into England. In consequence of 
tins act he was condemned to death 
•par contumace op the 15th Nov, 1810. 
Being in London in 1813 Sarrazin 
became acquainted with Georgiana- 
Maria Hutchinson, whom he married 
on the 26th of May the same year, 
according to the rites of the Church 
of England. This marriage was fol * 
lowed by an abjuration of the Catholic 
religion, vrhich had hitherto been pro- 
fessed, on the part of Sarrazin. These 
facts, and others confirmative of them, 
being proved to the satisfaction of life 
jury, they pronounceda verdict, find- 
ing the accused guilty of the crime 
charged against him. The President 
immediately pronounced the sen- 
tence of the Oqurt, which was, that 
Jean Sarrazin b^condemned to the 
galleys for ten yeVrs ; to the pillory ; 
.and to pay Jo GeorgiL**J Ma/^i Hut- 


chinson the sum of forty millions of 
francs by way of compensation. 
When this sentence was pronounced, 
Sarrazin addressed the jury and the 
court in the following terms : Je 

vous remercie^ Messieurs les jures et 
Messieurs les juges ; d*un general de 
terre vous venez de faire un ghigxal de 
galeres, Le Dcjmrtment de holeU 
Qaronne sera tres reconnoissant de 
votre sagesse et de votre impartialitL 
C*est char maul Miss Hutchinson 
has implored the King to pardon the 

general de ^aleres but in spite 
of all her efforts in his favour he has 
been subjected to the “ iravaux 
forces^'* to which he was condemn- 
ed. 

26. Mr Owen’s Meeting This 

day a public meeting was held at the 
city of London-tavern, Bishopsgate- 
street, for the purpose of receiving 
the report of the committee appoint- 
ed to take Mr Owen’s plan for bet- 
tering the condition of the lower 
classes into consideration, and to 
state their opinions of its practicabi- 
lity. At a little before one o’clock 
his Royal Highness the Duke of Kent 
entered the room, and was received 
with loud applause. He was accom- 
panied by Mr Owen, Sir William dc 
Crespigny, Alderman Wood, Major 
Torrens, and several other public 
characters. Having taken the chair, 
^his ^oyal Highness addressed tlie 
meeting. In undertaking, at the re- 
quest of Mr Owen, to fill the chair 
on that occasion, he was not unmind- 
ful of the arduous task he had to 
perform ; and it was only his com- 
plete dependence cyi the kind sup- 
port and indulgence of the meeting 
which could have induced him to do 
so. He felt that the Committee had 
not had time rTor means sufficient to 
give to Mr Owen’s plan, that trij^l 
which its nature and importance 
might require.. However, the best 
consideration in the power of the 
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Committee had been given to it; and 
their report, such as it was, would 
be read. After that had been done, 
he would then leave the matter in 
Mr Owen’s hands, and to the dispo- 
sal of the meeting. He hoped, how- 
ever, it would be borne in mind, that 
the meeting had been called by Mr 
Owen, and the whole of the prepa- 
rations for it, entirely at his expence ; 
and that the necessity of having 
something done to alleviate the dis- 
tresses of the poor would be taken 
into consideration. It was with the 
conviction of the existence of those 
distresses, and the anxious desire 
to see how far the proposed plan 
could be made subservient to their 
relief, that the Committee had en- 
tered into the examination. At the 
same time, the Committee did not 
pledge themselves for the results 
which were anticipated from it, nor 
for those of any other plans which Mr 
Owen might hereafter bring forward; 
but they wished that an experiment 
should be tried on one scale; and 
they conceived it might be produc- 
tive of considerable benefit. His 
Royal Highness then read the fol- 
lowing report of the Committee, ex- 
cept the last resolution ; — ** The 
Committee appointed by the select 
public meeting, held on the 26th of 
June last, report, that they have met 
several times under the presidency of 
hislioyal Highness theDukeof Kent. 
That the result of these meetings, at 
which the model of Mr Owen’s pro- 
posed establishment was subjected 
to inspection, and Mr Owen himself 
enabled to give further elucidations 
of it, while it has afforded the Com- 
mittee a more accurate view of the 
general nature of the proposed es- 
tablishment, leaves them to regret 
the want of an experience- of the ef- 
fect of such establishments in prac- 
Ijce. The concurrent testimony, 
IiowxVcr, of all persons who have 


visited the establishmeht at New 
Lanark, leaves no room to doubt the 
efficiency of the plan ^adopted there, 
under the immediate superinten- 
dence ofMr Owen, for promoting the 
comfort and happiness of the per- 
sons employed in it, and for training 
their children in th6se habits of mo- 
ral discipline by which that comfort 
and happiness may in all human 
probability be ensured. The Com- 
mittee, however, remark, that the 
plan, as pronosed for national adop- 
tion b^ Mr’ Owen, differs In many 
essential particulars from that so suc- 
cessfully pursued in the commercial 
undertaking of New Lanark ; but 
there is, in the opinion of the Com- 
mittee, sufficient analogy between 
them, to justify a well-grounded ex- 
pectation, tCiat similar arrangements 
might produce effects of an equally 
beneficial nature and result. In- 
fluenced by this consideration, and 
strongly impressed with a sense of‘ 
theacknowledged evils of pauperism, 
and of the waste and abuse of the 
enormous sums raised for the sup- 
port of the poor, the Committee hope 
they will not be considered as tres- 
passing too much on the confidence 
of the public, if, gladly availing them- 
selves of any apparently practicable 
prospect of relief from evils so op- 
pressively increasing, they venture 
to recommend, that a single esta- 
blishment of the description in ques- 
tion should be founded, by way of 
experiment, to ascertain the na- 
ture and extent of the advantages to 
be derived from it. The more im- 
n^ediate 6 benefit they contemplate 
would be the constituting a resource 
for agricultural and other healthy 
employments for the adult, and a 
system of progress! veiuseful educa- 
tion for the infant powr ; thus afford- 
ing the means of rehef by withdraw- 
ing those classes the injurious 
habitd^k-jtfid^-e^ibcia^ of work- 
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houses in the parishes of the metro- 
polis and other populous places. 
The Committi^e anticipate also the 
possibility of rendering such esta- 
blishments subservient to a better 
system of parochial relief; and that 
a very small propoi^ion of the enor- 
mous funds raised in some of the 
larger parishes, consolidated and ap- 
propriated to the foundation of one 
common establishment of the kind in 
question, would, at no distant period, 
be amply sufficient to support xjie 
poor in consequence of*the produc- 
tive labours of the individuals who 
should be placed there. The be- 
neficial effects of an union of funds 
has already for some years been ex- 
penenced in Suffolk, where the pa- 
rochial workhouses have been su- 
perseded by the erection of hundred 
or district houses, by which means 
much waste and local abuse of the 
funds have been obviated, and the 
poor-rates materially lowered in a- 
mount. The^ Committee cannot 
conclude this jheir report without 
expressing {heir cordial thanks to 
Mr Owen, for the liberal manner in 
^^hich he has met the wishes of the 
public and of the Committee, by af- 
fording every facility for promoting 
the investigation of iiis plan, and for 
the candour evinced by him on all 
occasions in his intercourse with the 
Committee.** His Royal Highness 
continued; — Such was tfie report eff 
the Committee, and here their la- 
bours would end, unless it was the 
wish of the meeting that they should 
be reappointed, and means afforded 
them for«carrying one of ^leir sifg- 
gestions into effect. For any future 

I dans or publications of Mr Ovvcn*8, 
lowever highly they might appre- 
ciate his benevolent views, and how- 
ever much th\jy might wish prospe- 
rity to his un(>r;r taking, they would 
not be answerable. They now left 
the matter in hiS* ow n han/'s. In 


conclusion, his Royal Highness said, 
that he would call on Mr Owen to 
explain liimself to the meeting, and 
if in the course of his address any 
J^y or gentleman wished for a more 
full explanation of any part of the 
{flan, they would, he had no doubt, 
be readily gratified by Mr Owen. 

Mr Owen then came fofward, 
apd addressed the meeting as fol- 
lows : — The illustrious Chairman 
has stated, that this meeting has been 
convened with a view to find a re- 
medy for the distress which now per- 
vades the great mass of the popula- 
tion of this country. It has been so 
convened, under the conviction that 
the distress is not of an ordinary na- 
ture, that it will not cure itself by a 
miracle, but that it now requires the 
active agency of intelligent minds to 
remove those obstacles which pre- 
vent relief from being speedily ob- 
tained. You will not deem it ne- 
cessary for me to consume the time 
of the meeting by dwelling on the 
distress which is known to exist a- 
mong the poor and working classes, 
in almost every part of the kingdom. 
All I shall now say on this part of 
the subject is, that the extent of the 
privations and sufierings of four-fifths 
of the population is unknown to the 
other fifth, and therefore it is unat- 
tended to by them. This one-fifth, 
however, has the wealth and powder 
*of the country at its disposal. This 
power is more immediately concen- 
trated in the two Houses of Parlia- 
ment. But Parliament has separa- 
ted without adopting any measures 
^that can relieve the distress of which 
the sufferers are Compelled, by ne- 
cessity, so loudly to complain. 'I'he 
prorogation of the Parliament, under 
the circumstamces in which the poor 
and worbifig classes now' are, i.* a ta- 
cit acknowledgment that the Govern- 
ment is ignorant of the means ^)y 
which relief can be given. I will not 
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for a moment suppose, that the Le- 
gislature of the British empire could 
discover how to give bread to the 
hungry, and afterwards withhold 
such knowledge from the public. 
The Legislature must feel that the 
well-being of the British nation de- 
pends on the speedy adoption of 
measures to prevent the mass of the 
people from starving. The means 
of relief, then, are hidden from tnc 
Government and the Legislature, 
and they appear to conclude that the 
evil will cure itself. In this conclu- 
sion they are right, only that the 
cure will not be effected by any of 
the modes which, probably, they now 
anticipate. The same cause which 
created the distress is still in active 
progress, and, if it shall not be ar- 
rested, it will go on increasing un- 
til the distress shall become so great 
that human nature cannot longer 
submit to it. Thus will the evil 
cure itself, by forcing society to a- 
dopt some efficient system of ame- 
lioration, or it must goad the work- 
ing classes and the country into a re- 
volution. The cause of the dis- 
tress is the extraordinary increase 
of mechanical and other scientific 
power, which has created production 
far beyond the consumption that the 
existing arrangements of society per- 
mit. The people are at this moment 
experiencing the same privations and 
misery, from the excess of produc- 
tion, that savage tribes do from 
dearth and famine. 1 ask the in- 
telligent traders, manufacturers, and 
merchants of this emporium of the 
commercial world, if they know an 3 r 
prohiahle market for British produc- 
tions, either in Europe, Asia, Africav 
or America? 1 know there arc none : 
and why arc they not-to be found ? 
For no other reason whacker, than 
that British mechanic and other sci- 
entific powers have produced, and 
gent «)to the four quarters of the 


world, more of every ^article than 
the existing arrangement^ of socie- 
ty permit to be consumed. Here 
is the true and the increasingly 
fertile source, of your pauperism, 
crimes, and uiscontent. On tne sub- 
ject of the individual sufferings which 
this excess of production creates 
through the great mass of the work- 
ing population of this and other coun. 
tries, I will not now dilate; for if 
half the truth on this subject were 
made known, it would but increase 
that irritation which now pervades 
society, .but which it becomes the 
interest of all to allay as soon as pos- 
sible. By anger and violence no real 
permanent good can be obtained. 
You will be impatient to ask, frhat 
is the remedy for this excess of pro- 
duction ? ,Is machinery to be de- 
stroyed ? I reply. No. It cannot be 
diminished now without creating 
even more evils than those which are 
experienced. It is as impracticable 
to destroy machinery in the present 
advanced state of society, as to at- 
tempt to stop the diurnal motion of 
the earth, and to give it a contrary 
direction. Political economists say, 
that every improvement in science, 
every addition to niechanic power, 
must be productive of benefit to man- 
kind. 1 ask them what is the exist- 
ing fact ? Has the situation of the 
working classes of this country im- 
'proved witjhin the last forty years, 
during which so much discovery has 
been made, and so much new power 
been created ? The theory, how- 
ever, is true, that every improvement 
ta science ought to be a iienp^t to 
mankind. Thus, the increase of 
productive power from science ought 
to ameliorate the condition of all 
ranks and descriptions. Yet facts 
prove that such incr/asc now dete- 
riorates the conditic«i of more than 
four-fifths of our pj^ulation, and does 
not ihcjenrdinder, I have sta- 
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tedy that thCedistress which pervades 
the country arises from the power of 
production gr^tly exceeding the 
means which t^e existing arrange- 
ments of society permjt to consump- 
tion ; alsoi that it woidti beacon trary 
to every wise principle to limit pro- 
duction, because ib is from an incVease 
of the powers of production only, that 
the condition of man can be amelio- 
rated, and that it is now impossible 
to limit production, without creating 
still greater evils than those which 
are experienced. The liatural re- 
medy which offers itself, ai)d which 
nature evidently intends, is to permit 
consumption to keep pace with pro- 
duction. The next question wfiich 
arisQS is, how can this increased con- 
sumption be permitted to take place 
without injury to some classes, with- 
out opening the door to violence and 
confusion, or without prematurely 
deranging the social system which at 
present exists ? All the measures of 
relief which have been hitherto pro- 
posed have be^n erroneous in prin- 
ciple, impracdc^le m execution, or 
of to'o limited a nature to effect the 
object intended. It would take up 
too much of the time of the meeting 
to discuss thes% plans now, but 1 
am prepared to prove all I have sta- 
ted. The remedy, then, is to prepare 
the means by which consumption 
shall be first raised to, and afterwards 
made to keep pace with, ihe increa-* 
sing powers of production, whatever 
they may be, that is, my friends, to 
speak as a commercial man, that we 
shall always have a profitable market 
for all our.goods, merchanc^se, and 
agricultural produce, whatever may 
be their amount. This is necessary 
to relieve you from distress; and 
this you must have, before you can 
obtain any permanent or substantial 
relief; and this belief will be the cer- 
tain result of those extraordinary 
powers of production ^ which your 


skill, science, and industry have 
created, whenever they shall be pro- 
perly applied to practice. The re- 
medy wnich 1 propose will ensure 
those results which learned men have 
anticipated from inventions in me- 
cbanics, chemistry, and other useful 
sciences ; results which are the re- 
verse of those which science hAs hi- 
therto produced. Half a century 
agh, Great Britain had few paupers ; 
a moderate proportion of labourers, 
comparatively well paid ; and a large 
proportion of yeomanry, who were 
indeed the pride of the country: now 
the majority of the yeomanry have 
become labourers, many of the la- 
bourers have become paupers, and, 
as a natural consequence, the pau- 
pers are becoming vicious. With 
powers of production in proportion 
to its inhabitants previously unknown 
in ancient and modern times, the 
British Government suffers that 
power to be applied to destroy the 
prosperity of the kingdom. In less 
than the last half century, there is 
good reason to conclude, that the 
aggregate productive power of Great 
Britain has increased as 12 to 1, 
compared with the actual population. 
Had this power been understood, 
and wisely directed, as it advanced, 
paupers would have become labour- 
ers, labourers would have become 
tenants, tenants would have become 
proprietors, and proprietors would 
have become more wealthy and in- 
dependent. The plan which 1 con- 
template will certainly effect this 
change. Pauperism will thus soon dis- 
appear ; the situation of the labour- 
er will be greatly {meliorated, and 
he will in a few years, by his improved 
habits and regular industry, become 
a small ind^endent joint proprietor; 
while all y(e higher classes will ob- 
tain their full proportion of this gra- 
dually improving prosperity of thg 
country. The arrangements •now 
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before you have been formed on 
these principles, to enable society to 
enjoy the advantages of the extra* 
ordinary productive power which it 
has acquired from science; and 1 offer 
them as a safe, easy, practicable, and 
natural means, by which this desfra- 
ble^ object may be attained. In the 
outline of the arrangements before 
you they appear few and simple; ^nd 
every one will hastily conclude that 
he understands them. This is a very 
natural first impression, but it will 
prove to be erroneotis ; for this ar- 
rangement is not a hasty and crude 
combination ; it is the deliberate re- 
sult of much reading, of great reflec- 
tion, and of long, extensive, and, 1 
may add, valuable practice. Simple 
as it appears, it combines the essence 
of the experience of past ages with 
the advantages and improvements of 
modern discoveries and practice. 
Duly to appreciate, and to decide on 
its merits or demerits, the mind 
should be previously furnished with 
just and accurate ideas of human na- 
ture, derived from extensive expe- 
rience ; it should have a distinct out- 
line, at least, of the various com- 
pounds of ignorance and folly, and 
of the approximations towards wis- 
dom, into which the practices of the 
world have at any time formed man ; 
it ought also to have some know- 
ledge, from experience, of what can 
and what cannot be done by train- 
ing, education, and a new arrange- 
ment of circumstances, to improve 
the individual, and ameliorate the 
condition of society. It has been 
called a visionary plan. Name now 
the individual who, from his expe- 
rience, is competent to prove it vi- 
sionary. Some young or inexperien- 
ced writers in some of the daily jour- 
nals freely apply the epL^het of vi- 
sionary to myself; they do so because 
|liey do not know my habits ; if they 
did,® and saw what at New Lanark 


is in daily practice, they would per- 
haps begin to doubt whether they 
were prepared to ,4ead the public 
mind as to what is /Visionary or what 
is practicab^« It is, however, for 
the pubiicr'^to judge, whether more 
sound and useml knowledge may not 
be reasonably expected from thirty 
years^ daily extensive experience, 
than from their ingenious conjec- 
tures, or their occasional random 
and contradictory assertions. But 
several popular objections have been 
urged against it : such as occur to 
me I will now briefly notice : — 
* Firsts It has been asserted, that 
the plan is impracticable : Second* 
ly^ That, if practicable, it would 
enslave and degrade the poor and 
working classes: Thirdly ^ That it 
would make the poor and working 
classes too comfortable and happy, 
and in consequence that population 
would increase too rapidly.* 1 have 
well considered these objections ; 
and 1 know that each of them pro- 
ceeds from a limiteft view of the sub- 
ject, from the want of general expe- 
rience, and from some fundamental 
errors respecting human nature, 
which many have been compelled to 
receive from infancy. These, and 
every other objection that may be 
made, 1 am ready to discuss in the 
most full and ample manner. To ob- 
tain speedy and effectual means of 
fairly replying to all the objections 
which can arise to the measures I 
propose, this meeting has been con- 
vened ; and from you 1 now ask those 
means. Acting on this principle, 1 
f»ow state, that the plan before you 
must be carried into execution both 
from necessity and motives of private 
interest ; that it cannot be introdu- 
ced into practice without necessarily 
creating a great cbaAge throughout 
the whole fabric society. So 
thoroughly convinced am 1 of this 
truth, that it is my most earnest wish 
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to submit to Examination the whole 
of the principles and practices con- 
nected with tnistolan, that they may 
undergo the molt tiding ordeal to 
which they can be put^ tha( a com- 
petent judgment mayj[)e passed upon 
them, and the public mind no longer 
held in suspense ; Ihat if the princi- 
ples and practices thus recommend- 
ed should prove erroneous, the sub- 
ject may be dismissed from the pub- 
lic mind; but that, if such examina- 
tion prove them right and«good, oup 
suffering fellow- creatures may be 
speedily relieved from the 'distress 
which now overwhelms them, and 
the country be put in possession of 
that gradually increasing prosperity 
to wlfich it is so justly entitled by its 
unequalled science, skill, capital and 
industry. For this purpost?, I recom- 
mend that separate committees of in- 
vestigation shall be formed from a- 
mong the principal classes, whose in- 
terests and influence now govern the 
country, and that each committee 
shall report to afi*turepublic meeting 
their-opinion as to the probable effects 
whjch the measures I should explain 
to them may have upon the interests 
of the class for ^yhom they were ap- 
pointed to investigate. Should such 
committees ever be appointed, it is 
my intention to procure a large room, 
in some convenient part of the me- 
tropolis, put up the models, and, if „ 
nccessai^, attend daily to^ive what- 
ever information may be required, 
and answer such objections as must 
naturally exist in the minds of the 
different parties. Much as might be 
said in ex*planation of my proccedT- 
ings, your time will admit only of 
that which-is most essential ; and as 
some who are present may wish, and 
are justly entitled, to engage your 
notice, I will now conclude, by brief- 
ly recapitulating those sentiments 
which 1 wish to press upon your at- 
tention, 'She 1st is, That the coun- 


try is in great distress. 2. That 
the principal cause which occasions^ 
such distress is the rapid increase of 
machinery and other scientific power, 
which create productions more a- 
buQdantly than the present arrange- 
ments of society permit to be con- 
sumed. 8. That machinery, ^ajnd 
productive power from science, can- 
not»now be restrained without crea- 
ting still greater evils. 4. That if 
scientific productions could be limit- 
ed, it would be most unwise to limit 
them, because as they increase abun- 
dance of all kinds, they ought, and 
may be made to be highly useful 
and advantageous to all ranks and 
classes. 5. That the only proper 
and natural relief from the existing 
national distress is, to prepare judi- 
cious practicable means, by which 
gradually, and without injury to any 
individual, consumption may be 
raised to the present power of pro- 
duction, and afterwards made to 
keep equal pace with it. 6. That 
tlris principle applied to practice will 
elevate the whole scale of society ; 
while the opposite principle, now in 
practice, must necessarily force the 
great mass of the people to descend 
rapidly into poverty and misery. 
7- That while all admit that ‘ some- 
thing must be done,’ it will at the 
same time be admitted, that nothing 
effectual can be done without crea- 
ting a great change, a change even 
from adversity to prosperity/ 8. That 
Parliament has been prorogued with- 
out adopting any effective measures 
of relief for the poor ; and thus has 
il been tacitly ackgowledged, that 
the Government and the Legislature 
have not sufficient practical know- 
ledge of the poor and working clas- 
ses, and of]^iie*ir concerns, to devise 
measures ‘for their relief. I meai| 
no disrespect by these observations, 
either to the Government or the 
Legislature ; I merely slate a sftnple 
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fact, admitted by all. 9 . That un- 
der these circumstances, an indivi- 
dual, unconnected with class or 
party, but who has devoted nearly 
thirty years to extensive experiments 
on the subject, and to acquire an, ac- 
curate knowledge of the habits and 
cii;cumstances of the poor and work- 
ing classes, offers a mode of relief to 
the public, on the principle of raising 
consumption equal to production, 
and afterwards to give a regular and 
uniform increase to both, by which 
means new wealth will be abundant- 
ly created, and the country soon li- 
berated from its present difficulties. 
10. That this individual does not wish 
to conceal from the public that this 
change will more or less affect every 
class and party in the state ; but that 
he believes, without a shadow of 
doubt remaining upon his own mind, 
that no individual, of any description, 
from the highest to the lowest, will 
suffer by the change ; on the con- 
trary, his conviction now is perfect, 
that all must be great gainers. 11. 
That, nevertheless, he desires no 
confidence to be placed in his con- 
viction, however clear and strong it 
may be ; but he asks from the most 
respectable and intelligent of all 
parties a full, fair and open investi- 
gation. 12. That he asks for this 
extended and respectable investiga- 
tion, because the necessities of thp 
country are so urgent that they can- 
not waiffor years of longer experi- 
ment; and a sound and safe public 
opinion, upon a subject affecting all 
the vital interests of the empire, 
ought to be forpicd only after such 
an investigutiou. 13. Probe this in- 
dividual, now, to the uttermost, and 
see if it be possible than he can be 
influenced by any prfvaje motive or 
personal object. If, thclb his mo- 
tives cannot be impugned — if his 
txperience has been correctly stated 
— if the country is in general distress 


— if these are facts, atfd he only asks 
for investigation, will you not afford 
him the inquiry which he solicits 
Sir William de Crespigny, in rising 
on this ocyasion, was desirous to 
state the motives which had induced 
him to bring^ forward, in another 
place, Mr Owen’fc' plan for ameliora- 
ting the condition of the poor. It 
was absolutely necessary, it was the 
imperative duty of all, in times of 
difficulty, to lend a helping hand^to 
Ahat class, of the community when 
weighed down by want, by poverty, 
and misery. The time was arrived 
when their situation must be attend- 
ed to : the period was come when 
something must be done for their re- 
lief. He looked with abhorrence on 
the system of transporting his fellow 
subjects, i?i order to give them the 
means of subsistence in a foreign 
country. Mr Owen had declared, 
without the fear of contradiction, that 
there was in the country at present 
ample means of support for its po- 
pulation ; and. thatr even if this po- 
pulation were increased fourfold, 
there would be an ample supply for 
the necessities of such an increased 
population. When such a statement 
was announced, would any person 
allow prejudice to shut his eyes 
against the light of conviction ? He 
knew, indeed, that some persons 
read Mr Owen^s publications with a 
determined resolution to oppose his 
plan ; and the reason they assigned 
for this opposition was, that by Mr 
Owen’s plan man was made too 
much a machine. Now, he was 
dlstonish^d that any person should 
oppose it on such a ground ; for, 
in his opinion, the more we were 
machines the better, provided those 
machines were properly directed. 
It was by being ni^hines, that in 
early infancy impressions were made 
on our minds ; it was by being ma- 
chines that we were forced into a 
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state of civilization. Every thing 
that was good for man was proposed 
by the plan of Mr Owen ; its object 
was to put aside^povertv, vice, and 
misery, and to restore ^the blessings 
of plenty, virtue and ha'^piness. 
Freedom, too, formed an essential 
part ; it was, indeed, the very basis 
of the plan. No one would be ob- 
liged to enter into the system ; no 
man who was equal to the support 
oNiimself and his family need come 
under it. In adverting to the moral 
effects of this system, the tf onourable 
Baronet stated the strong fact, that 
during the fourteen years that a vil- 
lage, established on this plan at La- 
nark, had existed, no person had been 
brought into a criminal court from 
that village. He was disposed to 
give all the support in his^power to 
this plan ; and he congratulated the 
country that there were individuals, 
as illustrious in rank, as they were 
remarkable for their extensive chari- 
ties, who boldly and generously came 
forward in this cause, .and who were 
always peJJtly^ to promote every plan 
for relieving the distresses of the 
poor. He concluded by moving, 
that the report oi^tbe Committee ap- 
pointed at the meeting held on the 
26th of June be approved of this 
meeting, and he trusted there would 
not be one dissentient voice. 

Mr Took observed, that the motive 
by which he and his coUeagues in 
the Committee had been actuated, 
was a desire to ameliorate, as far as 
was practicable by investigation, the 
condition of the poor. It was an 
experiment only which the report of 
the Committee recommended ; and 
by the success or failure of that ex- 
periment the plan itself must stand 
or* fall. At all events, even if it 
should fail, he conceived that great 
benefit would result from the inves- 
tigation which it had occasioned. 
The result pf this experiment would 


set at rest the issue between the 
practical plan of Mr Owen and the 
theories of political economists. 

Sir Samuel Clerk Jervoise said, 
that Mr Owen had been called a wild 
visionary ; but if he could only 
rove that his object was attainable, 
is end would be gained. It ap- 
peared from what a gentleman *had 
sai4, that there were many other 
plans for the attainment of the same 
object ; and he therefore insisted on 
it, that Mr Owen had done great 
good, if even ifothing more should 
result from his labours than the in- 
vestigation which had produced all 
these plans. He begged leave to 
move, that, in pursuance of the re- 
commendation of the Committee, 
one establishment on Mr Owen’s 
plan should be founded by way of 
experiment, and which, it was con- 
fidently expected, might be attended 
with results equally beneficial to the 
public and to the promoters of it. 

Major Torrens rose for the pur- 
pose of giving his humble support to 
the resolution, and of stating, at the 
same time, the extent to which he 
agreed with Mr Owen, and the rea- 
sons which induced him to dissent on 
some points. It was gratifying to 
reflect on the readiness with which 
their Royal Chairman, and all his 
illustrious relatives, gave their coun- 
tenance to every plan for the relief 
of the distressed ; it was gratifying 
to the poor to be assured *in their 
distress, that the sanction of the 
highest authority would be given to 
every proposal for their assistance. 
IJor should the proposer on this oc- 
casion be forgotten. Mr Owen was 
a surprising man ; persevering in his 
exertions, and when opposed, only 
exhibiting ardour. Whether 
right or nwng, there was a moral^ 
grandeur in his character ; and when* 
we* reflected on. the philanthropy o£ 
his motives, we might well extuse 
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the virtuous enthusiasm of ** laying 
the flattering unction to his soul/’ 
that he was the high-priest of reason. 
It was not his intention to represent 
Mr Owen as an enthusiast : he 
thought, indeed, that Mr Owen had 
invented an admirable machine' for 
the cultivation of the human mind. 
The gallant Major then expatiated, 
at some length, on several parts of 
Mr Owen’s plan, and recommen'^ded 
the founding of one village as an ex- 
periment. After some remarks by 
Mr Saunders and Mr Roweroft, the 
resolution was agreed to unanimous- 
ly, General Brown then proposed 
a resolution for raising L. 10,000 by 
general subscription for defraying 
the expence of forming the establish- 
ment recommended in the preceding 
resolution, with an understanding 
that no part of the sum subscribed 
should be called for till another ge- 
neral meeting of the subscribers 
should be convened to discuss the 
details of the plan, to elect a treasu- 
rer, &c. The resolution was agreed 
to; and a number of subscriptions 
having been procured, and Sir S. C. 
Jervoise having moved a resolution 
of thanks to his Royal Highness the 
Duke of Kent, for the able and con- 
descending manner in which he had 
been pleased to conduct the business 
of the day, the mc. ting dispersed. 

28. Evacuation of Parga. — 
Letters have been received from the 
Ionian Islands, dated in the begin- 
ning of June, detailing the events 
which took place on the cession of 
Parga to the Turks. We collect 
from them the following particulars ; 
—By Sir Thonfas Maitland’s orders, 
the officer commanding the British 
garrison at Parga made known to the 
inhabitants, that in cerdbrmity to ar- 
rangements with Ali P^a, a Turk- 
^jsh force was to enter their territory 
without delay, but that the English 
troops would remain for their pro- 


tection along with th^ Turks, until 
they were able to arrange all their 
affairs, and complete the emigration. 
On receiving this intimation, which 
was confirmed by tne approach of an 
Ottoman force, the Parganotes, ha- 
ving held a consultation, sent to in- 
fornfi the commandant, that as such 
was the determination of the British 
Government, they had unanimously 
resolved, that snould one single 
Turk enter their territory before fill 
of them should have a fair opportu- 
nity of leaving it, they would put to 
death all their wives and children, 
and afterwards defend themselves 
against any force, Turkish or Chris- 
tian, that should violate the pledge 
made to them, and that they would 
fight until only one should survive 
to tell the,story. The English Com- 
mandant, perceiving by their prepa- 
rations that this resolution was irre- 
vocable, instantly dispatched infor- 
mation to Sir Thomas Maitland, at 
Corfu, who sent General Sir Frede- 
rick Adam to expos, tulate with them. 
That officer, oh nis airi^ul cvf Parga, 
observed a large fire in the public 
square, where the inhabitants had 
heaped together the bones of their 
ancestors, collecteu from the church- 
es and cemeteries. All the male po- 
pulation stood armed at the doors of 
their respective dwellings ; the wo- 
men and children were within, a- 
waiting thpir fate : a gloomy and aw- 
ful silence prevailed. A few of the 
primates, with the Protopapa at their 
head, received General Adam on his 
landing, and assured him that the 
medi tatted sacrifice would be imme- 
diately executed, unless he could 
stop the entrance of the Turks, who 
had already arrived near the frontier, 
and effectually protect their embark- 
ation and departure. Fortunately, 
Sir Frederick Adam found means to 
prevail on the Ottoman Commandant 
to halt with his force. The Glas- 
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gow frigate. Captain Maitland, which 
had been sent from Corfu, having 
arrived, the embarkation common* 
cedj and all the fiarganotes proceed- 
ed, under her prVection, to Corfu. 
The Turks, on their enYrancp, found 
Parga a desert ; and jhe only signal 
that marked their reception waa the 
smoke of the funeral pyre, in which 
its late inhabitants had consumed the 
bones of their forefathers. The un- 
fortunate emigrants are now princi- 
pally at Corfu, waiting, as houseless 
wanderers, the distribution of the« 
miserable pittance of L.4<8 per head, 
obtained for them by their protec- 
tors, which is to be called a com- 
pensation for the loss of their pro- 
perty, their native soil, and social 
existence. — We have given the above 
as we found it in the public journals. 
A controversy has, however, arisen 
respecting the j^cls connected with 
the cession of rarga, and the most 
opposite statements have been so- 
lemnly vouched for by the contend- 
ing parties. For example^ nearly 
the whole j[^lhc above statement 
has beco^ strenuously contradicted 
by the Quarterly Review. W’e 
quote the passage, with the authori- 
ties to which the v:riter refers : To 
M. Duval, to the ex-official agents 
of the Parganotes, and to those who 
have been concerned in getting up 
this afflicting catastrophe, the cir- 
cumstance we allude to may not be 
considered of much importance : it 
is simply this ; That there is not 

ONE WORD OF TRUTH IN IT FROM BE- 
GINNING TO END — THAT THE WHOLE 
IS A FABRICATION. Yes, gentle read-^ 
er ! the fam^ilies marching oift— the 
priests preceding— the sons follow- 
ing; the procession to the sepul- 
chres; the disinterment of the bones; 
the huge pyre of wood ; the firing 
of it in solemn silence ; the troops of 
Ali and the deputation of the citi- 
zens ; the threat of putting to death 


their wives and children, and dying 
with arms in their hands ; the burn- 
ing of the pile ; and the silent em- 
barkation — ALL, ALL THIS MACHI- 
NERY, AND EVERY PART OF IT, WC 

most positively and unequivocally 
assert, — and pledge ourselves for the 
truth of the assertion, — to be an ab- 
solute and positive falsehood ; ^nd 
we do not hesitate to appeal, for the 
truth of our statement, to Major- 
General Sir Frederick Adam, and 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Gubbins, who 
delivered up the place, the latter of 
whom had been* eight months Com- 
mandant of the garrison, and Civil 
Governor of the town, and remained 
in Parga three days after its occupa- 
tion by the Turkish troops.*^ VoL 
xxiii. p. 136. 


AUGUST. 

1. Coi RT OF Assizes, PARis.r 

Trial of Professor Bavoux 

Before seven in the morning, the 
doors of the Court were surrounded 
by a considerable crowd. The 
young lawyers of Paris filled the bar, 
and every other part of the Court 
was occupied. No armed force was 
employed within the Court to pre- 
serve chder, but proper decorum was 
jnqtwithstanding observed. The pro- 
ceedings commenced at half-past 
ten. The prisoner, in answet to the 
usual questions, said, he was named 
Frangois Nicolas Bavoux, aged 4/7^ 
and Supplementary Professor in the 
School of Law, (Ecole de Droit), 
In answer to the first questions of 
tlie President, M. Bavoux stated 
that he succeeded M. Pigeau in the 
Professorship Af* the class of Crimi- 
nal Process' in the School of Iiaw, i 
and. that there was no disorder or 
fermentation among the students in ^ 
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the sitting of the 22(1 of June. 
President— >Oa the 2Sd» however, 
the beadle reported the disorder to 
the Dean, M, Bavoux. — There was 
no disorder either on the 22d or 
23d. My lectures on those d^s were 
unanimously applauded. On ;:he 
2ith, however, the applause being 
imnyiderate, 1 felt myself called up- 
on to remind the students, that a 
Professor in his chair was not like 
an actor on the stage. I requested 
those who were dissatisfied to retire. 
The beadle never having before 
heard so much applause, conclud- 
ed there was some disorder, and 
stated to the Dean that there was a 
seditious plot on foot. He even of- 
fered to point out the leaders. 
Had there been any plot, the Dean 
was thus possessed of the means of 
rendering it abortive. Why, then, 
did he not take steps to prevent, in« 
stead of waiting to repress the tu- 
mult I President. — It appears, how- 
ever, that the Dean wrote to you. 
His letter is very moderate : he says. 
My dear Colleague ; Some things 
have been remarked in your late lec- 
ture, which appear foreign to the 
laws you have to explain. There 
has been no disorder, and that is all 
that could be wished for ; but I am 
informed that the affair will not go 
off so well on the next lecture. 1 
therefore request that you will con- 
fine yourself to your duty.” Nqt-, 
withstanding this letter, it appears 
that YoU have continued your politi- 
cal digressions. From the invesyti- 
gation it appears, that you spoke in 
a declamatory tone, not at all suit- 
able to a profoissor. M. Bavoux>— 
I have nothing to say in answer to 
that ; I spoke in the tone which 
suited the subject. President. — In 
your lectures on ttibs^2d you at- 
•tempted to vindicate the Conven- 
tion. Bavoux — I never mentiojied 
•the Convention. • President. — In 


speaking of the King and the 
Royal Fanaily, you toastantly 
fected to describe his ^Majesty as 
the chief of the Government. On 
article 75, you nude several allu- 
sions to^ the ^army of Conde. M. 
Bavoux. — I yepeat here, what 1 
have uniformly stated, that I never 

made any allusions. President. 

You preached up a doctrine con- 
trary to this maxim, The King is 

dead ; live the King !” Bavoux. 

I never offered any doubt on tHat 
subject. J said, that notwithstand- 
ing the maxim, « The King is dead ; 
live the King!” an attack on the 
life of the Sovereign was more crimi- 
nal than an attack on the life of a 

private person. President You 

declaimed against the Criminal ‘Code, 
and principally against the punish- 
ment of (feath. You said that every 
thing had been stamped with crime 
for the sake of the horrible pleasure 
of punishment. Bavoux.— If guilty 
then, I still am guilty. What I 
thought J spoke. Rresiilent. — When 
a passage in your «pet ''h excited tu- 
mult, you repeated itmore vt^Iiement- 
ly. Bavoux — .Applauses sometimes 
commenced before the sentence 1 
was speaking hai^ closed. It was 
therefore necessary that 1 should re- 
peat it from the commencement, in 
order to connect the latter member 
with the former. 1 had, besides, an- 
other motive, which was, that 1 
would nrft allow myself to be mas- 
tered by my audience. President.— 
On the 29th, when the students mj- 

E lauded close to your chair, and M. 
^ lelvincourt, the Dean^ who was 
near y^>u, remarked that, you ob- 
served, that it was indifferent to you. 
M. Delvincourt having replied, that 
only a seditious person would so 
speak, you exclaimed, *• You are a 
brigand.” Bavoux — There is not a 

word of truth in that statement 

M. Bavoux was then questioned re- 
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specting certain erasures in the 
manuscript^ of his lectures. It w'as 
i^oserved, that they were covered 
with sand, and\ appeared to have 
been receiidy mide, at the moment 
they were seized. He replied, that 
he was aware that,, aa no criminality 
could be proved in the manuscript, 
it was wished to criminate him for 
what was not in it. The fact was, 
that he had been obliged to draw up 
liii^ lectures hastily, and correct them 
at every leisure moment, even in 
Court while causes were hearing! 
The President ordered several pas- 
sages of the lectures of M. Bavoux 
to be read. An argument then arose 
on the hearing of witnesses, in course 
of wl]ich the defendant’s counsel re- 
marked with surprise, that in the 
pleadings the Advocate- General had 
chosen to call the defendant the 
Sieur Bavoux, instead of Monsieur 
Bavoux. M. Delvincourt was the 
first witness. He began by describ- 
ing the origin of the disturbance* 
He deposed ia^^ntradictidn to the 
denial o^^thre aeiendant, that he had 
called liim a. brigands The beadle 
of the college and other witnesses 
were heard for the prosecution. Af- 
ter which some^ witnesses, chiefly 
students, were called on the part of 
the defendant. These witnesses de- 
posed, that M. Bavoux, while point- 
ing out defects in the criminal code, 
had always instructed th^ to obey 
the laws. M. Vatemeuil, the Advo- 
cate-General, then addressed the 
Court. On the motion of M. Bavoux, 
who was to plead his own cause, the 
further pr(K;cedings were po^tpODed 
till the following day. 

2. The trial being resumed, M. 
Bavoux addressed the Jury. He 
complained of the outrages commit- 
ted on him ; the ransacking his 
house, and the seizure of his private 
papers. He defended his lectures 
on the ground that he had only cen- 
voL. xir. Vart rr. 


sured a penal code which was the 
work of a despot, — of that man of 
terror whom the people received 
with so much joy, and so quickly a- 
bandoned, — of that man whose first 
conquests in Italy exhibited him to 
the world as a deliverer,-— of that 
man who saw around him a nation 
calling for social organization^ tind 
who gave them nothing but chains. 
£v%ry thing that had been noble and 
generous in our laws was effaced, 
and the institution of jury trial com- 
pletely degraded. He concluded by 
attributing the disorders of the £cole 
de Droit to the officious interference 
of the Dean to suppress the natural 
ardour with which his youthful au- 
ditory applauded the subject on 
which he was descanting. MM. Pa- 
reil and Dupin afterwards address- 
ed the Jury in behalf of M. Bavoux. 
The President recapitulated the evi- 
dence, after which the Jury retired, 
and in half an hour returned a verdict 
of Not Guilty f which was received 
with three distinct rounds of ap- 
plause. M. Bavoux quitted the 
Court accompanied by about fifty 
youths, exclaiming Vive Bavoux 
and surrounded by this retinue, pass- 
ed along the Pont Neuf, the Quai de 
PEcole, and proceeded to the Ora- 
toirc, where he mounted a fiacre, and 
saluted the assembled multitude. 

5. Manchester. — The declara- 
tfon of the Magistrates as to the il- 
legality of the intended me^eting of 
the 9th has had the desired efi;ect. 
The requisitionists dare not perse- 
vere in their intentions of holding it ; 
andan address, signed by ** Saxton,” 
has been issued codntermanding it. 
Another requisition, addressed to 
the Boroughreeve and Constables is 
now signing :^6 tone is considerably 
lowered. 

Attempt to assassinate. — T h^ 
British residents at St Malo and 
Servan have been lately much alarm- 

z \ 
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ed by an attempt ta assassinate Lieu- 
tenant Collingwood, of the Royal 
Navy, who lived in the neighbour- 
hood, at the little village of Kelinay. 
A shot was fired into his house 
through the window, and the ball 
lodged in the opposite wail without 
doing any mischief. The house 
fronts the garden, which is surround- 
ed with high wails, and the matter 
appeared extraordinary, yet it pass- 
ed without further notice. A few 
days afterwards, as Mr Collingwood 
was walking in thc« garden, a shot 
was fired directly at him, which must 
have killed him on the spot, had he 
not, at the moment, providentially 
stooped to caress a favourite pointer ; 
the ball lodged in a tree just by. 
The business becoming too serious, 
the authorities were immediately ap- 
prised of all the circumstances; and 
the sub-prcfect ordered the com- 
missaries of police of St Servan and 
St Malo to proceed instantly to the 
spot. They tracked the assassin, by 
his footsteps, to a pile of wood on 
the outside of the garden, close to 
the wall, on which he stood, resting 
his piece, it seems, on the wall, and 
having bis destined victim, in the se- 
cond attempt, within about twenty 
yards of him. Mr Collingwood, 
from his own conduct, was an ob- 
ject of respect to all the villagers : 
he had given offence to no one, and 
conjecture was at a loss to accouAt^ 
for this singular attempt on his life. 

It has, however, been at last discover- 
ed, that a report bad gone abroad 
that Lieutenant Collingwood had 
greatly distinguished himself in the 
battle of Trafalgar, and that from 
the poop of the Victory, where he 
was posted, he had the good fortune 
to kill, at the ver^ instant, the 
^Frenchman who had shot Lord Nel- 
^son : no doubt is, therefore, now en- 
<^ertaincd| but that the shot was fired, 
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in the spirit of hatred and revenge^ 
by some French sailor Who had been 
in that memorable engagement. 

9. Lord Norbuwv on the State 
OF England, AND 4 Ireland. — At 
the Mullingar Assizes, Lord Nov- 
bury, in his address to the Grand 
Jury, of the abpve date, spoke as 
follows : — Gentlemen ; I cannot pass 
over the present state of affairs, with- 
out saying a word or two upon them. 
1 am glad to find that this counpr, 
which may be called the bosom of 
Ireland, b now at peace. All is 
quiet ; no tumult, no confusion, no 
meetings ; a prospect of a fine har- 
vest ; a likelihood of aplenteous crop ; 
every thing composed from Derry to 
Dingle; fine corn-fields, and not a 
single field orator. I am sorry to 
say, this is not the case in our neigh- 
bouring island. Let us take care ; 
we are an imitative people ; we must 
not forget what has happened in past 
times. The historian observes,, there 
never was a convulsion in England 
that was not follows by one in Ire- 
land. It was‘ so fro^ time of 
Wat Tyler down to the present. 
The state of England is lamentable ; 
proceedings there have been allowed 
to go too far, fol what reason 1 
know not ; whether it proceeds from 
weakness, or ignorance, or pusillani- 
mity. Things have gone to such a 
pitch, that they will not now, I fear, 
be stoppqd without some difficulty. 
The gentlemen magistrates there 
seem not to know the laws of the 
land; they do not appear to know 
the strength of those powers com- 
cnitted to them. Since the time of 
Henry Ihe Fourth, there has existed 
a power to suppress all riotous meet- 
ings, all seditious assemblies. The 
posse com/talus may be called out, 
and if need recjuire it, resort may be 
had to armed force. Now, it seems 
as if men had been asleep, and nc- 
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ver awakened until the danger had 
aroused thpm. They have at length 
begun to act ; the magistrates have 
met, and have passed some resolu- 
tions, that will, 1 hope, be acted on 
insianter ; but it is for you*, gentle- 
men, 'to look to . veurselves — take 
care — proximus ameU I remember 
the time when the empire was nearly 
lost ; when apathy and cowardice had 
almost cost us no less than the city 
cxfLondon; when an infuriated mob, 
headed by a crazy Lord, nearly de- 
molished the capital, seizfld the trea- 
sures, loosed the felons and vaga- 
bonds out of the gaol, fired the city, 
and, in short, endangered the state. 
An Irishman, Lord Sheffield, was 
the iirst to oppose these outrages, 
and with an armed force he saved 
the Bank. Our good and glorious 
King took an active part, and not 
waiting for the assembling and de- 
bating of his Counsellors, assumed 
the responsibility, repressed the vio- 
lent proceedings, and rescued him- 
self and his ji^i^dom from ruin and 
devastaf.^iiC Now, gentlemen, should 
men m the present day wait for the 
assemblage of Magistrates and Coun- 
sellors i Some of these legal autho- 
rities, perhaps, are now in the coun- 
try ; some, perchance, are rambling 
and pleasuring on the continent, 
while the state goes to pieces. No, 
gentlemen, the Legislature has arm- 
ed the Executive and the Magis-* 
trates with sufficient force. Here is 
the act; I have it in my hand; c- 
ver^ man should know it ; it is quite 
plain and clear; he that runs may 
read. (Here his Lordship ;ead tro 
act of 1817, against societies and 
clubs and assemblies, which meet un- 
der pretence of petitioning.) I am 
happy that there is not a single gen- 
tleman that has joined these wild and 
visionary men : xhere is but one man 
of any name who has taken a part in 
this reforming business, ^ Sir Charles 


Wolesley — a poor fool ! He, to be 
sure, regrets that he is the only one, 
but I rejoice ; and I prophesy that 
he will pay dearly too. A bill of in- 
dictment has been found against him, 
aud i warrant that he will very short- 
ly*be laid by the heels. We must 
take care of ourselves. Let usje- 
member, in the time of Charlbs I.9 
th^t every thing was quiet and tran- 
quil, just as peaceable, and seeming- 
ly as much at rest, as at this very 
moment, when, all on a sudden, in 
one minute, oat blew such a horrid 
volcano as turned every thing topsy- 
turvy. The constitution was pulled 
down, the poor King was dragged 
to death, a Usurper seated himself 
in his place, and a sad rebellion here 
sprung up that wasted the entire 
land. Gentlemen, I love you well, 

1 love the country much, 1 wish 
Ireland and England to be united, 
and with the blessing of God I will 
strive with might and main to keep 
them so. All these transactions are 
imprinted on the tablet of my me- 
mory, that 1 might make use of them 
in proper time, that I might bo of 
service to you and of utility in my 
station, otherwise it would be idle 
for mo to attempt to address you. 
Gentlemen, you know 1798 ; you re- 
member how that business was 
brought about ; it commenced in 
France, then rose corresponding so- 
bieties in England: clubs, Jacobin 
meetings, and revolutionary doc- 
trines, were the order of the dayC 
They were not afloat in our island; 
they took seed and sprung up. The 
^rrors in the proseepthons about that 
period, and the acquittals, in conse- 
quence, of men who ought to have 
been punished, gave courage to the 
evil-minded. know there may be 
some men listening here, perhaps^ 
who do not like all this, and who 
will state much to my prejudices; 
but 1 have not lived so long not 
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to know my duty ; nor have I been 
so often in the habit of addressing 
you, that 1 should be deterred from 
saying what 1 conceived right and 
good. I see as my auditors a fine 
body of men, some of whom will, I 
trust, in time succeed to the situa- 
t^ion I now hold ; for I hope we shall 
not 'oe obliged to go to England to 
get men to fill these arduous situa- 
tions —for from my soul 1 believe 
Ireland and Irish affairs will be best 
administered by Irishmen ; they are 
my legal friends, and you, too, gen- 
tlemen, will find them a good and 
useful body to consult, if you get 
into any difficulty; they will judge 
fairly of me ; but 1 should not be 
sensible of the duty I owe to my 
station, nor should I discharge that 
duty with the dignity that belongs 
to it, if I was not above such misre- 
presentations, and if I did not de- 
spise them. Perhaps some village 
fool may throw some mud upon the 
robes I wear, when I am retiring 
from the town ; this, to be sure, is 
valiant conduct ! this is a noble pro- 
ceeding ! be will not appear face to 
face, but he fights me behind my back ; 
such conduct I despise, and such vile- 
ness will fall off the ermine I wear, 
like dew-drops from the lion’s mane. 
Gentlemen, go to your chamber.” 

IQ. Manchester. — Training to a 
very serious extent is practised in this 
neighbourhood. On Sunday the 8th,’ 
from 2,000 to 3,000 persons assem- 
bled on a hill in the neighbourhood 
of Middleton, being a kind of mus- 
ter-day from different places round 
that town : no arms were used, Ipit 
they were chieSy exercised in march- 
ing, &c. One of the parti/es had a 
bugle, which sounded as they passed 
through Middleton, ‘homewards, on 
^tbeir return from drill. At present 
no information has been given in a 
•shape to allow the Magistrates to act, 


and indeed there will, always be a 
diflSculty in their way, from the faci- 
lity of dispersing on the ^arm being 
given from their scoots. It is expect- 
ed that the Watch^and Ward Act, 
which c6me8 into operation on Mon- 
day next, will be. a means of check- 
ing, if not of eiHirely preventing, 
these practices, which are only car- 
ried on in the country, and too re- 
mote from the Magistrates or mili- 
tary to enable them to receive the m- 
forraation, and act upon it, before 
the trainees are dispersed. 

1 1. Mr John Kemble — Very lit- 
tle has been heard of this eminent 
individual, since, about two years 
that he closed his brilliant profes- 
sional career. We are sure we shall 
give pleasure to the public by sta- 
ting to them the following circum- 
stances respecting Mr Kemble, 
which we have derived from the 
very best authority. Mr and Mrs 
Kemble, for they have no family, 
have resided for about a twelvemonth 
past at Toulouse,, the south of 
France. The climald* o^tkis beauti- 
ful town is warm, and the air soft and 
salubrious ; so that Mr Kemble’s 
health has been better since he chose 
it for bis abode, than during many 
years before he left England. The 
society, also, is elegant and select ; 
many of the less opulent of the 
French nobility, savans, artists, and 
others of cthe politer classes, having 
chosen Toulouse as their residence, 
in preference to more fashionable 
but expensive cities. Here Mr 
Kemble enjoys his well-earned and 
^lonour^able leisure in entire confor- 
mity with his habits and taste, in 
the earlier part of the day he em- 
ploys himself in the cultivation of his 
literary pursuits, in which be pro- 
bably finds a more pleasing, though 
less stirring, enjoyment than in the 
brilliant exertions be has relinquish- 
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ed. He passes a few hours in the 
middle of^tlie day in exercise on 
horseback or in his carriage ; and his 
evenings are gediprally spent in those 
delightful converiazzioneSf which we 
suspect ** they manage *best in 
France.” Once a ^eek he gives a 
dinner, after the hospitable fashion 
of England ; which is probably re- 
garded, even by the splendid socie- 
ty into which it has been introduced, 
aE»no very barbarous innovation. Mr 
and Mrs Kemble are at present 
Bagnares, romantically situated near 
the Pyrenees, and distinguished for 
its baths, but propose to return to 
Toulouse for the winter. At the 
latter city. Monsieur Talma and Ma- 
demoiselle Georges were performing 
a few weeks since, and had the ho- 
nour of the great English actor as 
their constant auditor during their 
stay. Upon these occasions, with 
the politeness of their nation, and 
the affectionate respect so eminently 
due to their distingui8he4 visitor, 
these admirabfe'«perfqrmers altered 
the wljtple of their situations in the 
scene, in order to address their act- 
ing 'more especially to the box in 
which Mr Kembl^ was seated* These 
particulars, though minute and un- 
important, we are sure will be re- 
ceived with pleasure by those whom 
the talents of this accomplished ac- 
tor delighted, and who will rejoice 
to learn, that the honounable tran- 
quillity of his age so well harmonizes 
with the brilliancy of his long public 
career. Reckoning the time that has 
elapsed since his departure, Mr 
Kemble is expected to be absent a-* 
bout three years from England, du- 
ring some portion of which period he 
premoses to visit the classical regions 
of Italy. 

Skeleton of a Whale. — A most 
interesting point in Natural History 
has occurred in Clackmannanshire. 
On Monday the 19th ult., while some 


workmen were employed in making 
improvements upon the estate of 
Airthry, the property of Sir R. Aber- 
cromby, Bart, about 300 yards south 
from the east porter’s lodge, which 
leads to Airthry Castle, they came 
upbn a hard substance, which they 
supposed to be the trunk of a tree, 
but which, upon clearing away the 
earth, they found to be part of the 
bones or skeleton of some animal of 
uncommon size. This, from the si- 
tuation, being close to the Ochil 
Mountains, and nearly a mile distant 
from the river Forth, created no 
common interest ; and Sir U. Aber- 
cromby, with great promptitude, 
caused the bones to be carefully 
sought after, dug up, washed, and 
deposited in a safe place in his court 
of offices. The bones are of a size 
which astonishes every one who has 
seen them; and are evidently those of 
a whale of the largest species. They 
were found at a depth of from eigh- 
teen inches to three feet below the 
surface of the ground, in what is 
termed alluvial earth, formed by the 
river Forth, and composed of a blue 
coloured sludge, with a covering of 
peat moss a few inches thick. The 
situation where the bones were dug 
up naturally refers to a very remote 
period of time, when the river Forth 
fi'as here an arm of the sea, extend- 
ing from the Ochil Mountains on the 
'north, to the rising ground on the 
Falkirk district on the south; and 
when the very interesting and pic- 
turesque greenstone rocks of Abbey 
Craig, Stirling Castle, and Craig- 
foyrth, formed islands in* the midst of 
deep water. The skeleton was found 
lying in a diagonal direction, across 
the line of march betwixt the estates 
of Airthry andfPowis ; and it is very 
probable that the bones adjoining^ 
the tail will be found upon digging 
into the estate of Powis, the proper-^ 
ty of Edward Alexander, Esq. The 
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lovers of natural history are under 
very great obligations to Sir R. Aber- 
cromby for the particular care and 
attention he has paid in preserving 
these very singular and interesting 
relics of the animal kingdom. Ac- 
cording to the situation of the llo- 
m^n stations and causeway, at a 
small distance from where the skele- 
ton was found, it may reasonably.be 
concluded, that the whole was stran- 
ded at a period prior to the Christian 
era. 

13. The Princess of Wales. — On 
yesterday se^nnight, Mr Sicard, 
steward to the Princess of Wales, 
who, since her departure from this 
kingdom, has resided at Kensington 
Palace, received a letter from her 
Royal Highness, informing him that 
she was on her way from Pesaro to 
England, where she expected to ar- 
rive in a very short time ; and desi- 
ring him to communicate to Mr St 
Leger her wish that he should im- 
mediately proceed to Calais, to •be 
in readiness to meet her on her ar- 
rival there, and that Miss Garth and 
Mrs St Leger should repair to Dover, 
in order to be in readiness to attend 
her Royal Highness on her landing 
at that place. 'I'he Princess also ex- 
pressed a wish that her apartments 
at Kensington Palace should be pre- 
pared for her reception. The. mo- 
ment the contents of this letter were 
made known, the surprise that todk^ 
place was greater than can well be 
expressed ; and no small degree of 
confusion and embarrassment pre- 
vailed among the present inhabitants 
of Kensington^ Palace. A similar 
surprise was, on the receipt of the in- 
telligence, excited at Carlton-housc, 
and the other Royal Palaces, no in- 
dividual belonging td^which had the 
^lightest intimation that the illustri- 
ous personage in question intended 
•so soon to come back to this coun- 
try.* At the time when her Royal 


.Highness left England^ the whole of 
her furniture was removed from the 
apartments she had occupied at Ken- 
sington Palace ; and no idea having 
been entertaiifed that she intended a- 
gain to return to them, some of them 
have since bcefh appropriated to the 
establishment of ^^heir Royal High- 
nesses the Duke and Duchess of Kent; 
Under these circurastancesit hasbeen 
concluded, that the idea of affording 
the Princess an accommodation ^at 
her late residence must be altogether 
abandoned ; and we understand that 
a house, with every suitable conve- 
nience, has been provided at Black- 
heath, and that it will be ready for 
the reception of her Royal HighAcss 
as soon as she reaches that place. 
The Princess has not yet arrived, 
but is expected very shortly. Vari- 
ous, and indeed'^'so.mc strange, con- 
jectures have been hazarded as to the 
motives that could have induced the 
Princess to revisit a country where 
nothing any longer remained to ex- 
cite her interest, Rothing to attract 
her regards, and to which it w^s sup- 
posed she had bade a final adieu. 

Poison of two Young Ladies, by 
EATING Bridecake. — The following 
statement is copied from a morning 
paper, to the editor of which it was 
sent by a correspondent, who states 
his authority to be unquestion- 
able.” It will be observed, that no 
place is ^specified as to where the 
horrid transaction, if true, occur- 
red. — The neighbourhood of this 
place has been thrown into the great- 
est consternation imaginable, by an 
*'act noi more atrocious than it is to 
be lamented. About five days ago, 
the daughter of an opulent farmer 
was married ; and upon that occasion 
bridecake, as is usual, was sent to 
all the acquaintance and friends of 
both parties : among others, a por- 
tion wa$ sent to a young lady who 
had been courted by tbe brother of 
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the bridei but in consequence of some 
family matters had rejected his ad- 
dresses, and she was now upon the 
eve of marriage to a most deserving 
young gentleman. The discardea 
lover, stimulated to revebge, no 
doubt, by the success of his rival, 
followed the boy who was sent 'with 
die parcel, took it from him, and de- 
sired him to return home, saying he 
would leave it as he passed the house, 
which was on his way to town, whi- 
ther he was in the habit of goin^ 
every evening. He accotdingly, in 
furtherance of his diabolical inten- 
tions, went into a druggist’s shop, 
and there purchased a quantity of 
sugar of lead ; whence he went to an 
inn, .and there with a quill scooped 
out little pieces of the cake, and fill- 
ed the holes with the poisyin ; at the 
same time he scraped down the white 
crust or sugar on the top of the cake, 
and mingled it with tne poisonous 
substance. The packet was then 
sent to the young lady, who at that 
time had a ycsit^ female friend with 
her, who was assisting her in her 
nuptfal preparations. On retiring to 
beci, each of the young ladies ate 
some of the cake, and in less than 
twenty minutes alter, both were seized 
with the most violent sensations and 
pains. The house, of course, was 
instantly alarmed, and medical as- 
sistance sent for; but it came too 
late ; the bride died iu the most* 
excruciating agony; the other yet 
survives, in a pitiable state of deli- 
rium, but is not expected to recover. 
Thus the joy and comfort of several 
respectable families has beep turnod 
into the most painful grief, by the un- 
fortunate .and wretched young man, 
who has just confessed his crime, in 
feelings apparently awakened to a 
sense of the enormity of his guilt. 
He has been committed to prison, to 
await the result of the Assizes.” 

Cukious^dventure inxhegrand 


Stako at York.— a singular scene 
occurred in the stand on Friday Idst. 
Just as Lord Fitzwilliam had intro- 
duced Prince Leopold to the stand, 
in which were the Archbishop of 
York, his daughter, and many of the 
sutrounding nobility and gentry, an 

attack was made on Mr U , a 

gentleman of fortune (who occaslbn- 
aliy sports money on racing,} by an 
elegant and well-dressed female, in 
terms not so feminine as might have 
been expected from her appearance. 
Site was accompanied by another 
young lady of prepossessing appear- 
ance, and whose apparent grief ex- 
cited much sympathy. Every eye 
was on the females, and the gentle- 
man contrived to get from the stand, 
followed by the ladies, to both of whom 
it turned out that he had been lately 
married. The husband remained in- 
cog. that night at York, and left by 
the Highflyer coach. In the mean- 
time the following statement of the 
affair became public. The gentle- 
man married his first wife between 
two and three years since, and she 
had one child, and was far advanced 
in pregnancy with the other, when a 
familiarity took place between the 
husband and the child’s maid, who 
became pregnant also, and on a dis- 
covery of it being made, the lady re- 
tired to her friends in the West of 
England, and all attempts on the 
^ide of her family and that of Mr 
L’s to reconcile her proved^ fruitless, 
lie retired into Norfolk, and after a 
lapse of time he married a second 
wife, an amiable }^oung lady of the 
highest respectability.at Yarmouth. 
The first wife d^sco^e^ed the second 
marriage, and Mr U. fled, and thought 
himself in concealment until surpri- 
sed at York.^ The ladies traced his 
departure by the Highflyer coach, 
and they pursued in a chaise anil 
four to overtake the coach, but th^e 
gentleman left*it for safety at Greta, 
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near Stamford, and thus eluded pur- 
suit. This aiikir was the principal 
topic of conversation at York. 

Destructive Finp at St Jphn’s, 
Newfoundland. — Another exten- 
sive and distressing fire has befallen 
this unfortunate town, and left lo 
us the painful duty of recording 
its dertructive ravages. It was first 
discovered about 1 o’clock yesterday 
morning, (July 19.) in or about a 
bouse lately occupied by Mr George 
Garland, but which has been vacant 
during the last month and adjoining 
the dwelling-house of Mr Thomas 
Williams. The alarm was imme- 
diately given, but before any number 
of people had arrived at the spot the 
whole building was in a blaze. The 
‘ wind was westerly, and blowing 
pretty fresh, which carried the flames 
to the houses on the opposite side of 
the lane, and from thence easterly 
with increased fury. Mr Williamses 
house soon after caught, and com- 
municated the fire to the dwelling- 
house and shop of Thomas Meagher, 
Sons, and Co., and from thence to 
the residence of Dr Duggan, on the 
opposite side of the street, which, 
with the houses adjoining to the 
westward, as far as Codner and 
Tracey’s, were laid in ashes. Here, 
however, the only engine in repair 
belonging to the town was stationed, 
and by the judicious management of 
the people in removing a garden 
fence on, the upper side, and a fence 
which inclosed Codner and Tracey’s 
yard on the lower side, a break was 
made, and the strenuous exertions 
which were used prevented the fire 
from extending^ any farther in tha't 
direction. In the mean time the 
devouring element pursued its resist- 
less course to the eastward with 
lightning-like rapidity. The ord- 
Cance engines arrived at an early 
hour with the military from the gar- 


riso^ but the officers’ ip command, 
finding their utmost exer tjona would 
be ineffectual farther up the town, 
made* a stand at the break on the 
eastern side of Mrs' Elliot’s, where 
they were soon joined by a few ac- 
tive individuals of .the town, and the 
troops which arrived last Friday in 
the transport from Halifax, who im- 
mediately came ashore under the 
direction of Captain Barker, of the 
15th. The united and persevering 
exertions of this party with great 
difficulty arrested the progress of the 
flames at this place, and preserved 
those new buildings recently erected 
to the eastward, although Mr Renol’s 
house was several times on fire. 
Those who were employed in dinect- 
ing the pipes of the engines with- 
stood the bitense heat and suffoca- 
ting smoke in a manner so as to excite 
the admiration of every one who wit- 
nessed it. The brands of fire flew 
through the air to a great distance, 
some of which, falling on the stores 
(shops) of J. F. Tf^minghani and 
Co., and Parker, Cheever and Co., 
set them in a blaze, but were dis- 
covered in time to prevent any ma- 
terial injury. The fence in front of 
the Royal Catholic Chapel was part- 
ly burnt down, and the Bishop’s 
house and the chapel were in con- 
siderable danger, though eventually 
no damage was done to either. By 
five o’clock the fire had pretty well 
spent its fury, and peoplb had leisure 
to contemplate the havoc which in 
foursbort hourshad been made. On 
going ovei;. the ruins, ninety-eight 
ohimneys were found standing, be- 
sides several tliat had fallen down ; 
from which circumstance i^re have not 
the least doubt but the houses destroy- 
ed were occupied by at least 1,500 
inhabitants, and that the loss of pro- 
perty, upon the lowest calculation, 
may be estimated at about L.150, 000. 
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Those m thew immediate neighbour- 
hood bad ^scarcely time to escape 
wkh their lives ; many more saved 
but little*; white veiw few, we be- 
lieve, succeeded in rescuing more 
than one half of their effects from 
the flames. The distress occasioned 
by this fire is calculated to be more 
general than that produced by either 
of the former, notwithstanding the 
loss of property is much less. 

• 16. Dispehsal ov the Reform 
Meeting at Manchester by a Mv 
LIT ARY Force. — This me Aing, which 
has caused such universal anxiety 
and trepidation throughout the whole 
of the country, took place this 
day at Manchester. The place ap- 
pointed for the meeting was a large 
vacant piece of ground on the north 
side of St Peter’s Church, which 
is well known in Manchester by 
the name of St Peter’s Place. 
About halfpast eleven the first 
body of Reformers arrived on the 
ground, bearing two banjiers, each 
of which was* surmounted by a 
cap of liberty* The first bore upon 
a wfiite ground the inscription of 
Annual Parliaments, and Univer- 
sal Suffrage pn the reverse side, 
” No Corn Laws.” The other bore 
upon a blue ground the same in- 
scription, with the addition of 
** Vote by Ballot.” After these 
flags had been paraded over the ficld^ 
for some time, it was themght fit, by 
the leaders of the party, that they 
should remain stationary. A post 
was accordingly assigned to the bear- 
ers of them, to which shortly after- 
wards a dhng-cart was brought, info 
which the standard-bearers were or- 
dered to mount, and from which all 
the standards arriving afterwards 
were most appropriately displayed. 
Numerous large bodies of Reformers 
continued to arrive from this time 
till 1 o’clock, from the different towns 
. in the neigUbnurhuod of Manchester, 


all with flags, and many of them* 
drawn up five deep, and in regular 
marching order. A club of female 
Reformers, amounting in number to 
about 156, came from Oldham; and 
another, not quite so numerous, from 
Rbyton. The first bore a white silk 
banner, by far the most elegant 
played during the day, insefibed, 
^ajor Cartuorighi^s Bill^ Annual 
Parliaments^ Universal Stffrage^ and 
Vote by Ballot P In one compart- 
ment of it was Justice, holding the 
scales in one hand, and a sword in 
the other ; in another, a large eye, 
which we suppose was impiously in- 
tended to represent the eye of Pro- 
vidence. The latter (the females of 
Royton) bore two red flags, the one 
inscribed, Let us (i. e. women) 
die like men^ and not he sold like 
slaves the other, ** Annual Par~ 
liaments and Universal Svffrage.** 
The Radicals of Saddleworth brought 
with them a black flag to the field, 
on one side of whicli was inscri- 
bed, Taxation mthoul representation 
is unjust and tyrannical ; equal rg- 
presentntion or death on tlie other 
side, “ Union is strength : Unite and 
be free^ Saddlevoorth and Mosley 
Union. ” The Reformers from Roch- 
dale and Middleton marched to the 
sound of the bugle, and in very 
regular time, closing and expanding 
their ranks, and marching in ordi- 
nary and double quick time, accord- 
ing to the fancy of their leaders. 
They had two green banners, be- 
tween which they had hoisted on a 
red pole a cap of liberty, crowned 
irith leaves of laurel,* and bearing 
the inscription, “ Hunt and Liberty P 
Another band bore a banner, in 
which Britannia was represented 
with her trident, leaning on a shield, 
upon which was inscribed the mottp 
borne by Sir William Wallace, “ God 
armeth the Patriot.” In this mai^- 
ner the business of the day* pro- 
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ceeded till one o^clock, by which 
time about 80,000 people were as* 
sembled on the ground. The Re* 
formers, who had up to this time ar* 
rived in the field, demeaned them* 
selves becomingly, though a posse 
of 300 or 4<00 constables, with the 
Boroughreeve at their head, had 
marched in a body into the field about 
12 o’clock, unsupported by any mijli* 
tary body to all outward appearance. 
Not the slightest insult was offered 
to them. The people did indeed 
rush to behold them, but this was 
probably occasioned by an idea that 
they were another body of reformers. 
The enthusiasm excited among the 
crowd by the arrival of the Ora- 
tor, which took place soon after, 
was certainly beyond any thing 
ever before witnessed ; and the 
cheers with which he was hailed were 
loud and lasting. When he had 
taken his stand upon the hustings, 
which were formed of two carts 
lashed together, and boards spread 
over them, he expressed consider* 
able disapprobation of the manner 
in which they were formed, and of 
the place in which they were situa* 
ted. This will not excite surprise, 
when we state, that it was so arran- 
ged that the speaker had to talk 
against the wind ; and also, that on 
Mr Hunt’s last appearance at Man- 
chester, the hustings were so slightly 
built as to yield to the pressure of 
the superincumbent crowd, though 
fortunately no accident happened 
from their giving way. After the 
different persons who intended to 
address the multitude had taken their 
osilion upon them, and silence had 
een obtained, Johnson came for- 
ward, and proposed that Henry 
Hunt be appointed their Chairman. 
Here a short pause ensued, as if 
^fohnson had expected that some 
person would have cqme forward to 
secoitd his proposition. No person, 


however, doing so, Johnson proceed- 
ed to call upon them ta carry the 
question by acclamation. The meet- 
ing did so, and H^nrjr Hunt was 
declared Chairinan, amid cheers of 
three times three. The noise con- 
tinuing longer * than usual, Hunt 
found it requisite to entreat his 
friends to preserve tranquillity. He 
commenced his address by calling 
the assembly ** gentlemen,” but 
terwards changed the term to ** feh* 
Ipw countrymen.” He had occa- 
sion, he said, to entreat their indul- 
gence. (Noise continued.) Every 
man wishing to hear, must himself 
keep silence. (Laughter^ but no 
silence.) ” Will you,” said he, ad- 
dressing himself to the mob, ^ be 
so obliging as not to call silence 
while the l^siness of the day is pro- 
ceeding?” [Hilence tvas then obtain* 
ed.) He hoped that they would now 
exercise the all-powerful right of the 
people; and if any person would 
not be quiet, that they would put 
him down and keep »»iim quiet. ( tVe 
will,) For the honour which^they 
had just conferred upon him, he re- 
turned them his most sincere thanks : 
and for any services^which he either 
had or might render them, all that 
he asked was, that they would in- 
dulge him with a calm and patient 
attention. It was impossible for him 
to think, that with the utmost silence 
^he could make himself heard by 
every member of the numerous and 
tremendous meeting which he saw 
assembled before him. If those, 
however, who were near him were 
ifbt silent, how could it be* expected 
that those who were at a distance 
could hear what he should say ? ( A 
dead silence now pervaded the mul- 
titude.) It was useless for him to 
recall to their recollection the pro- 
ceedings of the last ten days in their 
town; they were all of them ac- 
quainted with the causc^of the late. 
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meeting being postponed; nnd it 
would therefore superfluous in 
him to say any thing about it, ex- 
cept, indeed, it w^re this;— that 
those who had attempted to put 
them down by the most malignant 
exertions had occasioned them to 
meet that day in^ore than twofold 
numbers. They would have per- 
ceived, that since the old meeting 
had been put off, and the present 
dne had been called, though their 
enemies flattered themselves wi(h 
having obtained a victory* they show- 
ed by their conduct that they had 
sustained a defeat.’* (Long and loud 
applause,) At this stage of the 
business the Yeomanry Cavalry were 
seen advancing in a rapid trot to the 
area : their ranks were in disorder, 
and on arriving within they halt- 
ed to breathe their horses, and to 
re-form their ranks. A panic seemed 
to strike the persons at the outskirts 
of the meeting, who immediately 
began to scamper in every direction. 
After a momecit’s pstuse, the cavalry 
drew their swords, and brandished 
them fiercely in the air ; upon which 
Hunt and Johnson desired the mul- 
titude to give t^ree cheers, to show 
the military that they were not 
to be daunted in the discharge of 
their duty by their unwelcome pre- 
sence. This they did, upon which 
Mr Hunt again proceeded. This 
was a mere trick to interrupt the 
proceedings of the meeting: but 
he trusted that they would all stand 
firm.” He had scarcely said these 
words, before the Manchester Yeo- 
manry Cavalry rode into ithe mdb, 
which gave way before them, and 
directed .their course to the cart 
from which Hunt was speaking. 
Not a brickbat was thrown at them 
— not a pistol was fired during this 
period : all was quiet and orderly, 
as if the cavalry had been the friends 


of the multitude, and had marched 
as such into the 'midst of them. 
A bugle-man went at their head, 
then an officer,* and then came the 
whole troop. They wheeled round 
the waggons till they came in front 
of them, the people drawing back 
in every direction on their approach. 
After they had surrounded th'bm in 
sqch a manner as to prevent all es* 
cape, the officer who commanded 
the detachment went up to Mr Hunt, 
and said, brandishing his sword, 
** Sir, 1 have a warrant against you, 
and arrest you as my prisoner.” 
Hunt, after exhorting the people to 
tranquillity in a few words, turned 
round to the officer, and said, ** I 
willingly surrender myself to any 
civil omcer who will show me his 
warrant.” Mr Nadin, the chief 
police officer at Manchester, then 
came forward and said, I will ar- 
rest you ; I have got informations 
upon oath against you,” or some- 
thing to that effect. The military 
officer then proceeded to say, that 
he had a warrant against Johnson : 
Johnson also asked for a civil officer, 
upon which a Mr Andrew came for- 
ward, and Hunt and Johnson then 
leaped from off the waggon, and 
surrendered themselves to the civil 

S ower. Search was then made for 
loorhouse and Knight, against 
whom warrants had also been issued. 
'In the hurry of this transaction, 
they had by some means - or other 
contrived to make their escape. As 
soon as Hunt and Johnson had 
jumped from the waggon, a cry was 
^made by the cavalry, “ Have at 
their flags.” In consequence, they 
immediately dashed not only at 
the flags which were in the wag- 
gon, but tl'iosc which were postec 
among the crowd, cutting indis- 
criminately to the right and to tlie 
feft in order to get at them. Tbir 
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set the people a-runniog in all di- 
rections, and it was not till this act 
had been committed that any brick- 
bats were hurled at the military. 
From that moment the Manchester 
Yeomanry Cavalry lost all command 
of temper. A person of the nanfe 
of Saxton, who is, we believe, the 
editof^ of the Manchester Observer^ 
was standing in the cart. Two pri- 
vates rode up to him. “ There,*^ 
said one of them, ** is that villain, 
Saxton ; do you run him through the 
body.” ‘‘ No,” replied the other, I 
had rather not — 1 leave it to you.” 
In the room into wdiich the per- 
sons captured on the hustings had 
been conveyed, were the Orator, 
Johnson, Saxton, and some other 
individuals of minor note, among 
whom was a woman in a faint- 
ing condition. Nadin the constable 
was also there. Hunt and Johnson 
both asked him to show them the 
warrants on which they had been 
apprehended. This he refused to 
do, saying that he had information 
upon oath against them, which was 
quite sufficient for him. Hunt then 
called upon the persons present to 
mark Nadin’s refusal. Shortly after 
this transaction, Mr Hay, the chair- 
man of the Magistrates, came into 
the apartment, and asked Hunt if he 
was afraid to go down to the New 
Bailey; if he was, he himself would^ 
accompany him, and look after his * 
safety. Hunt, who had received a 
slight sabre wound on one of his 
hands, said, that he should have no 
objection to the Magistrate’s com- 
pany ; he certamly did not like either, 
a cut from a sabre or a blow from a 
staff, both of which had been dealt 
out to him in no small quantity. Mr 
Hay shortly afterwards went out, 
having first made a reply to Mr Hunt, 
wl^icb some riot out of doors prevent- 
us from hearing. On casting ouV 
eyes rft the place where the iniincnse 


multitude had lately beeo assembled, 
we were surprised m the short space 
of ten minutes to see it cleared of all 
its former occtipiers, and filled by 
various troops df military, both horse 
and foot. Shortly after this had oc- 
curred, a Magistrate came into the 
room, and bade the prisoners pre- 
pare to march off to the New Bailey; 
Hunt was consigned to the custody 
of Colonel I’Estrangc, of the Sist 
foot, and a detachment of the 15th 
Hussars ; and under his care, he and 
all the other prisoners, who were 
each placed between two constables, 
reached the New Bailey in perfect 
safety. The staves of two of Hunt’s 
banners were carried in mock pro- 
cession before him. After these 
dividuals had been committed to the 
custody of the Governor, they were 
turned into one common yard, where 
the events of the day formed the sub- 
ject of conversation. Knight and 
Moorhouse, who had been taken a 
short time after them, were after- 
wards added to theiricompany. A- 
bout five o’clock the Magistrates di- 
rected the Governor of the prison to 
lock each of them up in a solitary 
cell, and to see that they had no 
communication with each other. This 
was accordingly done. At three 
o’clock the soldiers had returned 
to their quarters, and the town was 
to all outward appearance once more 
In a state o£ tranquillity. At seven 
o’clock, all was quiet in the town. A 
report had, however, reached it that 
there was a serious riot at Oldham, 
and in consequence some troops of 
thte Chester Yeomanry . were sent to 
quell it. On the roaa to Stockport, 
numerous groups of idle men were 
congregated together along it, and 
appeared ready for any wicked or 
desperate purpose. About a mile 
from that place some hundreds of 
them were assembled near a petty 
public house. A new hat. a tea- 
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.kettle, and aome other artides of lit- 
tle value, ;arere displayed at the win- 
dow, as is customary to display the 
prizes given at wakes or masts in 
this part of the Country. 

The following persons wfere taken 
into custody, either *00 the hustings 
or in the course of* the afternoon 
Henry Hunt, Jos. Johnson, John 
Tyas*, George Swift, Jonn Thacker 
Saxton, llobert Wild, Thomas Tay- 
l«r, Mary Waterwortli, Sarah Har- 
greaves, Eliza Grant, Valentine 
Faulkner, James Johnstfn, ^William 
Billinge, William Bolton, Edward 
Perrins, Thomas Kesugh, James 
Moorhouse, John Knight, Isaac 
Murray, Thomas Ashton, Thomas 
Worthington, Abraham Whittaker, 
William Ashworth, Moses O^Hara, 
James Makin, Thomaa Johnson, 
John Wild, Anthony Jefferson, &c. 

17* Manchester. — This day pub- 
lic tranquillity was in some measure 
restored in the town, but the Magis* 
trates ibund it necessary to issue the 
following placasd ; — ; 

7b the Inhabitants of the Hundred 
' of Salford, 

It having been proved, upon 
oath, before tlye Magistrates, that 
large bodies of men assemble in va- 
rious places within the Hundred of 
Salford, for the purpose of training 
and practising military exercise, 
which, in many instances, has been 
connected with seditious and trea-* 
sonable purposes, wc, the undersign- 
ed Magistrates, do declare that such 
assemblies and practices are contra- 
ry to law: and we hereby strictly 
enjoin all persons hereafter to abstahi 
therefrom. 

And. we charge all constables 
and others, on their allegiance, to 


give information of the districts 
where the practices aforesaid pre- 
vail ; and against all such as may be 
concerned therein. Given under our 
hands, this 17th August 1819. 

W, Hulton^ W, Marriott^ 

IV, R, Hay^ W, C, BagshaWf 

R, W rights C, IV. Ethelst^e^ 

T, Trt^ordj J. Silvester^ 

H. D, BroughtoHy R. Fletcher^ 

IV, Tation^ J, Watkins. 

J, Norris^ 

19. Manchester.— This town is 
still in a state*of considerable agita- 
tion. The Hussars have just passed 
Deansgate, on their way to quell a 
riot that has taken place at New- 
cross. The mob have broken the 
windows of a person called Fletcher, 
excited, it is said, by a spirited, 
though not a very humane or pru- 
dent, declaration of his wife’s, that 
‘‘ she would cut the heart of Hunt 
in two with as much pleasure as the 
loaf which she held in her hand.” 
The Watch and Ward Act has been 
put in execution, and a considerable 
number of persons, who were wan- 
dering about the streets from the 
neighbouring townships, have been 
apprehended under it, by the police, 
and lodged in the New Bailey prison. 
With regard to the chief demagogue 
and his friends, who by calling the 
meeting gave occasion to the mis- 
chief, there can only be one opinion. 
'But there is another party concern- 
ed, from whom their country will ex- 
pect an account. The Magistrates 
and the local authorities have incur- 
red an awful responsibility; and their 
ponduct, which is loudly praised by 
one portion of their fellow-citizens, 
and as loudly condemned by another, 
must become the subject of solemn 


* Mr Tyas attended the Manchester Meeting as reporter for the Times neMrspaper. A^s 
soon as the Magistrates were made acquainted with the circumstances under which his arrest 
had taken place, they immediately ordered his retease, expressing^ in Very polite terms tliejf 
regret for the inconvenience to which he had been subjected. * ^ 
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examination and impartial decision. 
With numbers formidable if dispo- 
sed to riot, but engaged in no not, 
the meeting occupied the open space 
behind St PeterVchurch, waiting 
their leader, and the commencement 
of the day’s business, when in an 
oufskirt oF the ground a little past 
12 o^clock the magistrates ordered 
the Riot- Act to be read, looking, at 
their watches that tlicy might com- 
ply with the clause tliiit requires the 
interval of an hour between the 
reading and the enforcing of it. Few 
or none of the crowd who surround- 
ed the hustings heard of the Riot- 
Act being read, or observed any 
thing that indicated a command to 
disperse. When the Riot Act was 
read, and for nearly an hour after- 
wards, Hunt was not arrived. Nei- 
ther he nor the immense crowd that 
accompanied him heard of a com- 
mand to disperse. If the foresight of 
the Magistrates was so great as to 
enable them to declare a riot act m 
why not communicate that to 
the crowd, to preventbloodshed ? The 
authorities seemed, indeed, to have 
had a presentiment of disturbance. 
They had ordered the ground to be 
cleared of stones and bricks some 
days previous to the meeting, that 
there might be no missiles with which 
to assail the military. On the morn- 
ing of Monday, all the lamps (which 
are public property) were takeh 
down in Windmill- street, that they 
might not be broken. Whatever be 
the crime or the guilt of the dema- 
gogue, however, it was lucky for 
him, if he escaj>es conviction, thjt 
he was apprehended by Nadin. Had 
the constable been many minutes 
later in seizing him, he would have 
been cut down by the* sabres of the 
vYcomanry. The party of cavalry 
that charged first was the Manches- 
ter and Salford, abput 120 strong ; 
the hext was the Cheshire Yeoman- 


ry Cavalry, about 500r strong; and 
the last the 15th Hussars. There 
seemed to be no plan or arrangement 
by which the cjjfvil power was to act 
with and control the military. The 
Cheshire regiment, for instance, 
broke through the line of constables 
and killed one of them, (the landlord 
of the Bitll’s Head,) wliose funeral 
takes place to-morrow. The Man- 
chester troop is composed of a great- 
er proportion of substitutes than jf 
respectable merchants or manufactur- 
ers. It l^as been made a question here, 
whether the Yeomanry or the Hus- 
sars conducted themselves with the 
greatest forbearance. The Reform- 
ers, as might he expected, decide in 
favour of the regular force. -The 
other part of the inhabitants con- 
tend, on the contrary, that the Hus- 
sars would have done more execu- 
tion had they been placed in the 
same circumstances, and account for 
their violent disposition against the 
Reformers from the daily insults 
which they ar,e in the habit of re- 
ceiving from the rabble, if they are 
seen straggling individually, or are 
met in the public-houses. The de- 
claration of impartial persons, how- 
ever, is, that the Hussars behaved 
with great comparative coolness and 
moderation. The constables, who 
suffered nearly as much as the rest 
of the multitude, from a perfect want 
' of system and plan, showed in many 
instances a savage spirit of malice 
and revenge. Of the numbers that 
composed the meeting, no certain 
information can be obtained. The 
&rea which they occupied is an ir- 
regular square, bounded on one side 
by Windmill Street, or rather a 
range of buildings, having the 
Quakers’ Meeting-house and buria 
ground opposite ; and by Mount 
Street, and a house in an inclosure 
called Mr Brown’s cottage, by the 
end of which is seen St. Peter’s 
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Church, having on the opposite side brought against you is now ready 
a passage into Deansgate, the New to be gone into ; but evidence of a 
Jerusalem* Chapel, and other build- much more important and serious 
ings. This space ^measures more nature has gone.before his Majesty’s 
than 500 feet by 300. The numbers law officers ; and it is the unanimous 
collected in it could not fall short of opinion of the Magistrates, that it is 
30 or 40,000. The principal pas- their duty to detain you here upon a 
sages leading out4)f it are by Dhans- charge of high treason, and you are 
gate and St Peter’s Church. From remanded accordingly.” Hitntf to 
their being hemmed in on one side the Magistrates. — May 1 be allow- 
by the military, and from the nar- etf to speak “ No.” — Hunt then 

rawness of the other egress, the prepared to go below, but returned 
crowds could not escape, but were and said, ‘‘ I am innocent of this 
trodden down or heaped •upon eacti charge.” Jolyison next appearings 
other like corn in a field. The con- received the same intimation, and 
sternation and the confusion that retired without a remark. Saxton, 
followed the charge, the dreadful after he was addressed, inquired, — 
screams and piercing shrieks of Am I to consider myself finally 
traiuplcd wretches of all ages and committed?” — “ You are remanded 
sexes, can scarcely be conceived, for further examination.” Knight 
It is surprising that the carnage withdrew from the bar with evident 
should be so trifling. The number apathy, not uttering a syllable, 
of killed whose deaths are ascertain- Moorhouse exclaimed, ** I presume 
ed is just five ; and the number of it’s my hat *, and not me : I con- 
wounded who have been carried to sider myself Take him down.” 
the infirmary, or placed under the llobcrt Jones appeared, and being 
medical men oC that establishment, questioned, stated, that he was an 
amounts only to 60. ' engineer by trade, but at present 

"iO*; Manchester — This day the a rag-merchant. Robert Wild, upon 
chief characters who had distinguish- an inquiry from the Magistrates, re- 
ed themselves upon the hustings near plied he came from 3tayl(^-bridge, 
St Peter’s Church, on Monday last, and hud a father there. Elizabeth 
were separately brought up before Gaunt and Sarah Hargreaves receiv- 
the magistrates, when Mr Norris ad- ed a similar communication with the 
dressed them all to the same eflect, rest : upon retiring the former cour- 
nearly in the following terms : Hunt tesied. There are many other pri- 
was brought up first : “ Henry ’ soners in the New Bailey, accused 

Hunt — The evidence for the pro- of rioting, assaults, and otjier less 
secution upon the charge to be flagrant crimes. 

Hunt, Johnson, and Moorhouse, wore drab-beaver hats upon the eventful day In que- 
fttion. 
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The following arc the names and 
conditions of those persons who were 
taken to the Infirmary in the course 
of Monday and Tuesday; and we 
feel pleasure in stating that they hare 
expressed the greatest thankfulness 


at receiving the benefits^ of an insti- 
tution where kindness and medical 
skill united are always at the service 
of the poor, leV their conduct in life 
have been ever so ucigrateful : — 


FROM THE INFIRMARY. 


Names. 


John Wrigley, 
John Mcllor, ........ 

James Lees, 

Wra. Taylor, 

Wm. Robinson, ... 
Edmund Dawson, 
Owen M‘Cape, ... 
Ed. Lannoway, ... 
Benjamin Seed, ... 
Tlio. Haywood, ... 
John Sclioficld, ... 
Ed. I-ancaster, 
Thos. Blinston, 
Rob. Ratclide, 
John Bridge, ... 

J. Whitworth, 
James Jackson, .. 
Sam. Jackson, 
Robert Campbell, 
J. Ferguson, f .... 

John Ashton, w..... 

Harriet Bowers, .. 
Mar. Whittaker, .. 
Ann Barlow, 

Eliz. Newby,™... 
Margaret Booth, .. 
Betty Nield, ™.. 
Nancy Jackson, .. 
Ann Roberts,™... 


ReMdciicu. 


Abigal Jackson, . 


j Warrington, 
Burslem, 

. Saddleworth, 
Middleton, 
j Sal ford, ™.». 
I Saddleworth, 
,'Ncar Bury, 
Manchester, 
.'Manchester, 
Pendleton, 

. Oldham, 

. Manchester, 

, Manchester, 
Stockport, .. 
'Near Bury,.. 

,'llyde, 

lArdwick, ™ 
jSalford, ™... 
Manchester, 
Manchester, 
Oldham, 
Manchester, 
Manchester, 
Oldham, 
Manchester, 
Manchester, 
Manchester, 
Chatterton, * 
j Manchester, 

I Al&ti c Ij ester I 


Hurt received. 


much bruised. 


Fractured ribs 
Slight,. 

Slight,. 

Sabre wouncFon the head . 
Confusion, . 


Sabre wound on the head. 
Fractured ribs ; not dangerous. 
Contusion ; not dangerous. 
Fractured thigh. 

ractured ribs and contusion. 
Slight,., 

Slight,.. 

Both arms fractured. 

Bruised leg, 


Much bruised. 

Shot in the head ; since dead, . 
IVo shots in the thigh, 


Shot in the leg ; amputated, 
Dangerous. 

ShoL 

Dead. 

Contusion, 

Very much bruised. 

Fractured ribs, and much bruised. 

1 Contused ancle. ^ 

Contusion. 

Bruised; not dangerous. 

Broken arm; very bad. 

iSlight, 

(Fractured ribs, and much contused. 


New. 

cross. 


Remarks. 


O. P. 
O. P. 

Cured. 


Cured. 

O. P. 

O. 1». 


O. P.. 


Cured. 


« 

The persons to whose names O. P. 
IS affixed were admitted in-patients, 
but have since been made out-pa- 
f/ients, 

N. B. Of forty out-patients who 
applied during Monday and Tuesday, 
(the IGth and 17th) and were dress- 
ed, by far the greater part were hurt 
by falls, from being rode down and 


crushed. There appear to have been 
few instances of sabre wounds a- 
mongst this class of patients. 

21. Thanks of the Prince Re- 
gent TO THE Magistrates and 
Veoma5iry of Mancijkster. — 
Whitehall^ Angmi 21. — My Lord; 
Having laid before the Prince Re- 
gent the accounts transmitted to me 


* This person, a special constable, was dreadfully abused by the mob. 
f Struck by a sj)cnt ball, as be was going to his work. 
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from ManolJ^cstcr of the proceed* 
ings at that place on Monday last, I 
have been* commanded by his Royal 
Highness to request \hat your Lord- 
ship will expressi to the Magistrates 
of the county palatine of Lancaster, 
who attended on tha^ day, the great 
satisfaction deriv(;d by his Royal 
Highness from their prompt, deci- 
sive, and efficient measures for the 

E reservation of the public tranquil- 
and likewise that your Lord* 
ship will communicate to Major Traf- 
ford his Royal Highness’a high ap- 
probation of the support and assis- 
tance to the civil power afforded on 
that occasion by himself and the 
officers, non-commissioned officers, 
and privates, serving under his com- 
mand. 1 have the honour, &cm 
( Signed ) Sid^outh. 

To the Earl ol Derby, &c. &c. &c. 
Knowsley. 

N. B. A similar letter was address- 
ed to Lord Stamford, respecting the 
Cheshire Magistrates and Yeomanry. 

22. Sin F. Bujjdett’s Letter to 
THE Electors of Westminster, re- 
lativ’R to the Proceedings at 
Manchester on Monday the 16th. 
— Gentlemen ; On reading the news- 
papers this morning, having arrived 
late yesterday evening, I was filled 
with shame, grief, and indignation, 
at the account of the blood spilled at 
Manchester. This, then, is the an- 
swer of the boroughraong^rs to the 
petitioning people, — this is the prac- 
tical proof of our standing in no need 
of reform, — these the practical bless- 
ings of our glorious boroughmon- 
gers* domination, — this the u§e of a • 
standing army in time of peace. It 
seems our fathers were not such fools 
as some would make us believe, in 
opposing the establishment of a stand- 
ing army, and sending King Wil- 
liam’s Dutch Guards out of the coun- 
try. Yet, would to Heaven they had 
been Dutchmen, or Switzers, or Hes- 
■‘voL. XII. part II. 


sfans, or Hanoverians, or any 
rather than Englishmen, who have 
done such deeds. What 1 kill men 
unarmed, unresisting, and, gracious 
God ! women too ; disfigured, maim- 
ed, cut down, and trampled on by 
drbgoons ! Is this England ? This 
a Christian land ? A land of free- 
dom ? Can such things be, and^pass 
by us like a summer cloud, unheed- 
ed? Forbid it, every drpp of Eng- 
lish blood in every vein that does not 
proclaim its owner bastard. Will 
the gentlemen of England support, 
or wink at such proceedings ? They 
have a great stake in their country ; 
they hold great estates, and they are 
bound in duly and in honour to con- 
sider them as retaining fees on the 
part of their country, for upholding 
Its rights and liberties : surely they 
will at length awake, and find they 
have duties to perform* They never 
can stand tamely by, as lookers on, 
whilst bloody Neros rip open their 
mother’s womb ; they must join the 
general voice, loudly demanding jus- 
tice and redress; and head public 
meetings throughout the united 
Kingdom, to put a slop, in its com- 
mencement, to a reign of terror and 
of blood; to afford consolation, as 
far as it can be afforded, and legal 
redress, to the widows and orphans 
— mutilated victims of this unparal- 
leled and barbarous outrage. For this 
{In/rpose I propose that a meeting 
should be called in Westiqinstcr, 
which the gentlemen of the commit- 
tee will arrange, and whose summons 
I will hold myself in readiness to at- 
tend. Whether the penalty of our 
me’eting will be deaA by military 
execution 1 know not; but this I 
know, a man can die but once, and 
never better than in vindicating the 
Jaws and liberties of his country. 
Excuse this hasty address. I can • 
scarcely tell what I have written ; it ^ 
may be a libel, or the Attorney-Ge- 

2 A 
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reral may call it one, just as he 
pleases. When the seven Bishops 
were tried for libel, the army of James 
II., then encamped on Hounslow* 
heath for supporting arbitrary power, 
gave three cheers on hearing of their 
acquittal. The King, startled at the 
noise, asked, What’s that ? Nothing, 
Sir, was the answer, but the soldiers 
shouting at the acquittal of the seven 
Bishops. ,Do ye call that nothing? 
replied the misgiving tyrant ; and 
shortly after abdicated the Govern- 
ment. ’Tis true, James could not 
inflict the torture on his soldiers, — 
could not tear the living flesh from 
their bones with the cat-o’-niiie-tails, 
— could not flay them alive. Be this 
as it may, our duty is to meet ; and 
England expects every man to do his 
duty. I remain. Gentlemen, most 
truly and faithfully, your most obe- 
dient servant, 

(Signed) F. Burdett. 

Kirby-park, August 22. 

25. This day Professor Leslie was 
unanimously elected successor to the 
late venerated Professor John Play- 
fair, in the chair of Natural Philo- 
sophy in the University of Edin- 
burgh. Mr Wallace succeeds Mr 
Leslie in the Mathematics. The 
candidates for the latter chair, be- 
sides Mr Wallace, were Dr Haldane 
of St Andrew’s, and Mr Babbage of 
Cambridge. The manner in which 
these academical preferments haVe 
been disposed of, reflects the highest 
credit on the discrimination and im- 
partiality of the honourable patrons. 

Prosecution ox^’ Sir Francis 
Burdett.-- A message was sent on 
W'cdnesday afternoon to Mr Brooks, 
of the Strand, the Secretary of the 
Westminster Committee, desiring his 
immediate attendance at the office 
of the Home Department. Mr 
Brooks accordingly repaired thither, 
and was introduced into a robm, 
wh^rc he found Lord Sidmouth, the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
some other Members of the Adminis- 
tration, seated in consultation. The 
Attorney-GeneVal was present. The 
Attorney-General, t , — Mr Brooks, 
wc have sent for you in consequence 
of a letter which has appeared in the 
public papers relative to the late trans- 
actions at Manchester, signed Fran- 
cis Burdett.” Was it to you that 
letter was addressed ? Mr Brooks.— 
Yes. Attorney-General. — Have 3^011 
got the original letter ? Mr Brooks. — 
May 1 be permitted to ask the pur- 
pose of the inquiry ? The Attor- 
ney-General, — The letter is a sedi- 
tious libel, and our purpose is to pro- 
secute. Will you give it up to us ? 
Mr Brooks. — 1 am not at the present 
moment prepared to say whether I 
will or not. 1 should like a little 
time to advise on the subject. The 
Council consulted together. At- 
torney-General. — Will you be pre- 
pared to give an answer to-morrow ? 
Mr Brooks.— T should like to have 
till Friday. Attorney- General. — 
Well, on Friday, Mr Brooks, we shall 
expect your answer. Mr Brooks 
then withdrew. 

27. Manchester ; Final exami- 
nation of Hunt, Johnson, Moor- 

house, AND THE OTHER PRISONERS 
CONFINED ON A CHARGE OF HIGH 
TREASON ; THE ABANDONMENT OF TUB 
CHARGE, AND THEIR COMMITMENT 
FOR IRIA^. FOR A MISDKMEANOUR. — 
This being understood for nearly a 
week to be the day on which the 
determination of Government, re- 
garding the charge against Hunt 
and hjs fellow-prisoners, should be 
announced to them from the Bench, 
and their final examination enter- 
ed upon, a considerable crowd col- 
lected near the New Bailey as early 
as ten o’clock. A strong party of 
soldiers had previously been admit- 
ted at the gate of the prison, and a 
guard appointed without. The civil 
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power thinldng they saw some ten- 
dency to .tumult in the immense 
body that surrounded the doors, re- 
quested tliat the military might be at 
their post, ready to afford i^tssistance 
in case of danger. Accordingly, 
some of the officers ot the Hussars of 
the 31st and 88tl!, who had taken 
iheir places in the jury-box, eager 
to hear the examination of persons 
who have of late commanded so 
nfuch atlention, were called out and 
ordered on more active duty. The 
shouts of the multitude were some- 
times heard in Court, but from the 
very efficient force ready to repress 
any tendency to riot, no impression 
of danger was felt. Mr Pearson, 
the solicitor for the prisoners, had 
taken his station immediately before 
the dock, with a law-boolt? under his 
arm, but was not known or recog- 
nised by those around him till called 
out of Court at half-past twelve by 
Mr Norris, the stipendiary magis- 
trate of Manchester. At a quarter 
past one, the. Magistrates entered 
the epurt, and an agitation of in- 
terest and curiosity took place for 
the approaching business. Only six 
occupied the bctfich. The solicitor 
for the Crown, Mr Bouchier, took 
his place at the table immediately 
below the Chairman. Mr Pearson, 
the prisoners* solicitor, was now 
likewise accommodated with a place 
at the table to be near his clients. 
The prisoners were then ordered to 
be brought up, and soon appeared in 
the docL Mr Hunt appeared first, 
and the rest in succession, till the 
space allotled them was so crowded* 
that they pressed upon and jostled 
one another. Their names were call- 
ed over, and answered to in the fol- 
lowing order ; — Henry Hunt, Jo- 
seph Johnson, J. T. Saxton, John 
Knight. James Moorliousc, Samuel 
Bamford, John Healey, George 
Swift, Thoims Taylor, Robert Wilde, 


and Elizabeth Gaunt. Hunt’s de« 
portment was extremely courteous. 
His propriety of demeanour, his per- 
fectly unembarrassed manner, the 
decency of his dress, and the whole 
of his external appearance, formed a 
strange contrast with the shabbiness 
of some and the vulgar insolence, of 
others of his fellow-prisoners. *The 
Chairman then addressed the prison- 
ers to the following effect*: Henry 
Hunt, Joseph Johnson, and you all, 
severally, whose * names have been 
reach over wherl you were last called 
up into this Court, you were remand- 
ed on a charge of high treason : on 
remanding you, you were informed 
that the whole of the evidence had 
been sent up to London, to be laid 
before the law officers of the Crown, 
and in the mean time you were to 
be detained. It was not until this 
morning that a communication was 
made from Government, stating 
that the law officers of the Crown 
had for the present abandoned the 
higher charge. That communica- 
tion was not made to me ; yet there 
is a gentleman present (Mr Bou- 
chier) who has come with orders to 
proceed upon a less charge. The 
charge of high treason is not yet 
abandoned, but Government pro- 
ceeds now against you for a minor 
offence.” Mr Hunt. — Is the charge 
,of murder then abandoned ? I un- 
derstood from a magistrate 1 was re- 
manded until the coroner’s-inquest 
had sat, on a charge of murder as 
well as treason. Mr Hulton, from 
the Bench, said, — I did not tell you 
sq. Moorhouse. — Tlys then turns out 
to be a farce. Mr Norris. — Moor- 
house, I shall feel it my duty to re- 
mand you, unless you conduct your- 
self properly.— Mr Milne, the clerk 
to the magistrates, then called over^ 
the names of the witnesses, whose 
written depositions he held. The* 
prisoners were requested to atfend 
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to the depositions, and told they 
had an opportunity of questioning 
the witnesses concerning them. On 
putting the book into, the hand of 
the first, Hunt desired he might be 
examined alone, and the rest orde|[- 
ed to leave the Court. Mr Bouchier 
said, he should not object to this. 
The first witness whose deposition 
was proposed to be read was John 
Shaweross, clerk to the police. Mr 
Hunt asked his name, and demand- 
ed that he might be examined in 
open court before helieard his for- 
mer deposition read. The Magis- 
trates objected to this demand, and 
overruled it. The deposition was 
read. This witness deposed to hav- 
ing purchased at the Observer-office, 
on the 31st of July last, a paper 
called the Observer, containing a 
notice of the first intended meeting 
of the 9th of August. The adver- 
tisement for the second meeting on 
the 16th was likewise read, with the 
omission of the names of the requi- 
sitionists. The deposition continued 
that these papers were extensively 
circulated in Manchester ; the wdl- 
known prohibition of the first meet- 
ing. This was the whole of the 
evidence of Shaweross. Hunt. — 
Have I now the liberty of examining 
the witness ? Chairman. — Yes, cer- 
tainly. Hunt to the witness. — 
Where is your residence ? Wit-^ 
ness. — No. 4*. Blossom-strcct, Sal- 
ford. Hunt. — What is your profes- 
sion, Sir ? Witness. — 1 am clerk to 
the Police-office. Hunt. — Have you 
any other employment ? Witness. — 
No- Hunt — You. purchased thes^ 
newspapers, did you? Witness. — 

Yes. Hunt What is the date of the 

first? Witness. — The 31st of July. 
Hunt. — Do you know Who inserted 
these advertisements in these papers? 
The Chairman here interfered, and 
sud that this was <n()t evidence. 
Huntf — Who urged you to pur- 


chase the paper ? The Chairman 
again interfered, and protected the 
witness from answering the ques- 
tion. Hunt. — Then^am I to under- 
stand that the witness is not allowed 
to answer the question ? Chair- 
man.T— The Court does not think it 
relevant, and will hot allow the wit- 
ness to answer it. Hunt. — Y’ou pur- 
chased the other paper of the 14th 
August? The witness was not al- 
lowed to answer the qucstioril 
ITunt. — Your name is on each of the 
papers. Who directed you to put 
your name there? The Court a- 
gain interfered, and would not allow 
the witness to answer the question* 
Johnson, one of the prisoners, to the 
witness — Do you take in these pa- 
pers regularly, or did you purchase 
these papers for any particular pur- 
pose i The witness was not allowed 
to answer the question, the Bench 
declaring, through its Chairman, 
that it was sufficient for him to 
state that he had purchased it, and 
marked it with his» ^name. Mat- 
thew Cowper’s, another witness’s 
deposition, was then read at the 
table. He deposed to the nature 
of the meeting, ga^e a history of 
the proceedings, and produced hfs 
notes of the commencement of a 
speech purporting to be Mr Hunt’s. 
When the deposition had been read, 
the witness who swore it was exami- 
ned by Mr Hunt. Hunt.— Where 
do you reside, Sir ? Witness. — In 
Manchester. Hunt. — Would you 
favour roe with your particular ad- 
dress ? The Bench, through its 
Chairman, again interfci^ed, and 
would not allow the witness to an- 
swer the question. It waa sufficient 
for the witness to declare that he 
lived in Manchester. Hunt. — I de- 
mand, as an act of justice, to know 
the residence of this man. It will 
be observed, that he is a very ma- 
terial witness, and that hi^ evidence. 
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snay deeplytafTect us all. I am en- 
titled to (enow where to find him, 
that if, after the triaj of the question, 
it shall be found there was no ground 
for this chargef I may have my re- 
medy against him by prosecuting 
him for perjury, or obtaining redress 
in some other way. I demand there- 
fore as a right, to know his residence. 
The magistrates consulted for a 
minute, and then decided against 
ooniplying with his demand through 
their Chairman, who said that there 
was no use for Mr Hunt* to employ 
intimidating language ; it was not ne- 
cessary to reiterate the word demand^ 
to obtain that justice to wliich every 
lirilish subject was entitled, and 
which might be obtained by a simple 
request. Mr Hunt begged leave to 
reply to I he obscrvatii^ns of the 
Chairman. Chairman. — The Court 
will not be replied to. Hunt , — I 
was merely going to state, that 1 
had no intention of off'ering any in- 
sult to the Court. Chairman. — The 
Court takes it fcr granted that you 
did not, and^requircs no apology. 
Hudt again began with stating — I 
offered no insult to the Court ; when 
the witness reused to answer the 
question, 1 appealed to the Court, 
and requested that he might be or- 
dered to answer. I put this ques- 
tion in the shape of a demand, be- 
cause 1 will accept of nothing as a 
favour. (Then addressing himself 
to the witness,) — Now, of what pro- 
fession are you ? Witness. — I am 
called an accountant. Hunt. — Is 
that your only occupation i Chair- 
man to witness.— Don't answer that 
question. Hunt. — Were you a spe- 
cial constable on Monday the 16ih 
at the meeting? Chairman to wit- 
ness. — Don't answer that question. 
Hunt, with great vehemence and ap- 
parent surprise — Not answer that 
question ! Have you any other em- 
ployment Jhan that of an account- 


ant? Are you not sometimes em- 
ployed as a short-hand writer ? Wit- 
ness. — 1 sometimes take reports of 
speeches. Hunt — For the public 
newspapers, or for your own private 
amusement ? Chairman, to witness. 

— Don't answer that question. 
Hunt. — Then you say that you took 
niy speech on the day of the kneel- 
ing ; did you take it in short-hand, 
or otherwise ? Witness. — 1 took ex- 
tracts from it on the ground, and 
afterwards wrote it out at length. 
I U>ok only t^ie leading words. 1 
do not mean to swear to all the 
words. Hunt. — Are you sure that 
you did not misplace the words, put- 
ting some of them which you had in 
one sentence in another ? Witness 
replied in the negative. Hunt. — 
How did you make out the remainder 
of the speech from these extracts 
and leading words of yours ? Wit- 
ness. — I filled it up from memory ? 
Hunt. — When did you write out 
this speech from memory ? Witness. 

— In the evening. Hunt. — At what 
time was it delivered? Witness. — 
About one o'clock. Hunt. — At 
what hour, then, did you reduce 
your short notes into Jong sentences ? 
Witness. — About five o'clock at 
night. Hunt.— Be so good as to 
state how you were employed in the 
interval. The Chairman here inter- 
fered, and would not allow the wit- 
ness to answer the question. Huntre- 
marked with considerable asperity on 
this interference, saying that it was 
extremely important that an answer 
should be obtained. The witness 
had stated, that a vevy considerable 
interval had intervAed between the 
delivery of the speech and the pre- 
paration of his version of it; and 
that in the •mean time he had in- 
trusted a considerable part of it to 
his memory. The reicntiveness dt' 
his memory wquld of course be af- 
fected by the importance of the^ilher 
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events in which he had b(‘en en- 
gaged, and therefore it was but just 
that he should state how he had 
been employed. Xlie Court over- 
ruled this demand. ‘Hunt. — You 
state that you saw certain flags and 
colours, and that there was one uf 
them with a bloody dagger ; now, 
what else was there besides the bloody 
dagger ? Witness. — I observed no- 
thing else. Hunt. — Did you ob- 
serve no figure of Justice, with the 
scales in one hand) and a dagger, 
which you call a b]oi)dy daggei^ in 
the other? Witness replied in the 
negative. Hunt, — Well, will you 
swear that there was nothing else ? 
Witness said that he could not swear 
to there being nothing else. Hunt. 
—Now, you said that you saw mili- 
tary array; what do you mean by 
military array ? Witness. — Why, I 
mean people marching in regular 
order, as regiments march. Hunt. 
—Have you no benefit societies in 
Manchester ? and have you not 
Orange clubs in Manchester ? Wit- 
ness. — I never heard that there were 
Orange clubs in Manchester. Hunt. 
— Have you not seen them marching 
in regular order? The Court here 
interfered, and declared the ques- 
tion irrelevant. Hunt. — You stated 
that the sticks you saw in the hands 
of the persons who came to the meet- 
ing were more like thrashing-flails 
than walking sticks; pray what do' 
you incjin by a flail? and what is 
the diflerence between it and a walk- 
ing stick ? The magistrate here in- 
terfered, and prevented the witness 
from answering the question. 

The deposition of another witncjS, 
Richard Owen, a pawnbroker, was 
then read. The witness then ap- 
peared to be examinud on his de- 
position. Hunt. — Where did you 
^ake this deposition? Witness. — 
jDn the field. The^ Clerk here ’in- 
terf#red to correct the witness, and 


was supported by the. Chairman, 
telling him that he could not have 
sworn it on the field. Hunt object- 
ed, in an animated manner, to this 
interference. “ I want the answer 
of the wftness from himself, and not 
from you. You are interfering, to 
correct him, and \fi set him right' in 
a matter which he had already 
sworn.*' The Chairman endeavour- 
ed to explain, and to show that the 
witness must have misapprehcnd<iLi 
the question. Mr Hunt bowed 
to the Court, and continued his 
examination — You said you made 
this deposition on the field? Wit- 
ness. — Yes ; I made the first 
part of it on the field. I swore 
on the field that I saw you entering 
it in a carriage. Hunt. — Did you 
swear that you saw nothing more 
than my entering it in a carriage? 
Witness. — I swore that the town 
was in alarm, and that the meet- 
ing ought to be put a stop to. 
Hunt. — You did not swear the 
whole of 'this depo^tion then ? The 
magistrates here interfered, and said 
that it was not at all necessary for 
the witness to say when the deposi- 
tion was first swori^ as it was sup- 
posed to be sworn to now. The 
Chairman at the same time desired 
that the deposition might be read 

over a second time. Hunt. No. 

I strongly object to the refreshing 
of the witless's memory. Chairman. 
—The Court intended it as a favour 
to you. Hunt. - Oh, my memory 
is very good ; 1 seldom find that it 
fails me. 1 beg that on the present 
ficcasioji I may not be •indulged: 
(then addressing the witness) —Did 
you not say that the men came in mi- 
litary array on your first deposition ? 
Witness. — No, I did not observe it. 
Hunt. — You were so much alarmed 
that you did not then state it to the 
magistrates? The Court again in- 
terlcrcd. Hunt. — When did if or- 
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cur to you tQ state these facts upon 
oath ? Witness refused to answer 
this question. Hqnt appealed to 
the Bench, saying, “ Here is a wit- 
ness who refusds to answer a ma- 
terial question; what shalll do with 
him ?” The Court decided that wit- 
ness was not bound to answef the 
question. — Did you see me in the 
car ? Witness would not answer the 
question. Hunt. — What do you 
n^ean by “ military array Witness. 
— mean marching order, with fla^s 
flying and music playing? Hunt. — 
Ilow ? Docs one man walking after 
another make military array? Did 
these people observe the lock-step ? 
Witness did not know what the lock- 
step, was. Saxton here put a material 
question to the witness. Hunt. — 
Were you alarmed ? Witness replied 
in the affirmative. Hunt. — Were 
other persons alarmed ? Witness. — 
Yes. Hunt. — Would you mention 
who they were ? The witness was not 
allowed to answer this question. 
Hunt. — Had these imaginary soldiers 
any muskets ?' Witness. — No; they 
had things nearly as large as muskets. 
Hant. — What did they do with 
them ? Witness did not observe any 
thing particular. Hunt. — Did they 
shoulder their clubs ? Witness. — 
No ; I observed ’no shouldering. 
Hunt. — Mark down that, Mr Pear- 
son ; that is very important. Saxton 
asked if he should kno^y the man* 
who desired the multitude to keep 
their enemies out. The witness re- 
plied in the negative. Saxton. -- 
When was it ? was it before Mr 
Hunt came to the field? JVitness. 
•— Y es, it was. One of the prisoners. 
— Did you observe Mr Hunt speak 
to any of the parties who, as you 
said, were marching in military ar- 
ray ? Witness. — No, 1 did not. 

The deposition of .lames Olatt, 
constable, was then read over. 


Hunt. — What are you ? Witness.*— 
A constable and a beadle. Hunt. — 
Do you earn your livelihood in that 
way? Witness answered in the af- 
firmative. Hunt. — ^Did you observe 
any clubs shouldered? Witness.— 
No, I observed none. Hunt. — Did 
you observe any insult offered to 
any person by the marching pasties ? 
Witness. — No, 1 neither saw nor 
hdardof any. Bamford asked him 
questions of some consequence as 
they affected himself : — Did you see 
me^upon the, hustings ? — Yes, was 
the reply. Bamford. — Nowhere 
else? — No, admitted the witness. 

The deposition of Robert Derby- 
shire the younger was then read. 
Mr Hunt. — Are you a constable ? 
Did you see the people advancing 
in military array? Witness said he 
observed them coming, but did not 
notice their array. Hunt. — Did you 
run to the magistrates and express 
your alarm at the stale of the meet- 
ing ? Witness. — No, 1 had seen 
similar meetings before. Swil’t. — You 
say that you heard me address the 
meeting ; what did 1 say ? Witness. 
— You said, Fall back, league firm 
tugetlicr, and keep your enemies 
Hunt. — Did you see the Yeo- 
manry Cavalry come in at this time 
The witness was desired not to an- 
swer the question. Moorhouse.— 
Did you see me on the hustings ? 
Witness. — Yes. Moorhouse. — Mark 
down that, Mr Pearson. 

John Barlow, another witness, 
deposed to the presence of Eliza- 
beth Gaunt upon the cart. Hunt. — 
When did you sign thut deposition ? 
Witness.— This forenoon. Hunt. — 
Did you know you were signing a de- 
position ? Witness, — Yes. Hunt. — 
Who wrote it ? Witness was desired 
not to answer the question. Hunt. — 
Did you see Mrs Gaunt commit any 
offence ? Wilness. — No, 1 only took 
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her out of the carriage ! she was then 
fainting. Hunt. — How could you al- 
io w her to go and be treated in the cruel 
manner she was ? Witness. — Other 
constables came up and took her 
from me. The prisoner then gave 
her own statement. She said that 
she was amongst the crowd at the 
meeting ; that in the confusion some 
one had put her into Hunt’s carriage, 
but she did not know who put her 
there ; she had no right to be in the 
coach, but was put in by two persons 
for safety. She faii^ted away, and 
when she came to herself she found 
that she had got a blow. She threw 
herself afterwards into a private 
house, and remained there for some 
time, and might have got away had 
she chosen, or had she apprehended 
that she was committing any thing 
illegal- The Solicitor of the Crown 
said, that as the evidence was very 
slight against the prisoner, he would 
not press her prosecution. The 
Chairman announced this circum- 
stance to the prisoner; and stated 
to her, that as tlm prosecutor de- 
termined to bring no evidence a- 
gainst her, the Court had great plea- 
sure in ordering her immediate dis- 
charge. This was the whole of the 
evidence for the prosecution. 

Hunt, then addressing the Bench, 
spoke to the following effect : — “ I 
know that 1 am now addressing the 
same magistrates who took the first ' 
depositions, and issued the warrants 
against me ; but after that evidence, 
and the amended evidence has been 
read, it is for them, sitting in the si- 
tuation whiclj they now occupy, to 
administer justice. 1 hope, and du 
not doubt, they will dismiss from 
their minds all prejudice, and act 
upon the evidence. They had heard 
the various depositions which had 
$u8t been read, and the answers of 
the witnesses who had been subject- 


ed to examination in open court. It 
would be observed, that they all 
agreed in certain points, but differed 
very materially in others ; and that 
when examined regarding the im- 
port of wt)rds, their meaning was far 
from being precise or clear. Some 
witnesses say that<$hosc bodies which 
came from the country came in mili- 
tary array, hut they could not ex- 
plain what they meant by military 
array ; they could not state whether 
they marched in slow or quick time, 
or whethev they possessed the cha- 
racteristic of a military march. Some 
say they came with sticks. One 
says they were so far in military ar- 
ray as to have clubs at their left 
breasts, similar to muskets ; uno;;hcr 
witness as positively denied his ob- 
servation ^f the circumstance ; but 
all agree that none of them did any 
act to intimidate or offend. Can the 
magistrates say we should be com- 
mitted on such evidence for a misde- 
meanour, after eleven days’ solitary 
confinement? Is not.this a sufficient 
punishment for any offence that we 
may have committed ? They should 
consider, that the eyes of all £vig- 
land were fixed upon this matter, 
and waited with ariAety its termina- 
tion. It has gone far enough, and 
ought here to end: 1 ask nothing 
for my past sufferings ; I demand no 
redress for the treatment 1 have en- 
dured ; 1 stand here to ask, whether 
you will allow agitation in the pub- 
lic mind still to go on, or allay it by 
removing the cause ? With the most 
perfect conviction that 1 have acted 
sightly,^! am yet doubtful of others 
entertaining that conviction. The 
country is doubtless in an agitated 
state, and will be so till this question 
is settled. Are you on such evi- 
dence prepared to send us back to 
solitary confinement ? (The chair- 
man said, No.) One of you now on 
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the bench accused me of murder; 
another of tnc magistrates, whom I 
do not now see, tqld me that the 
guilt of all the blood which was shed 
would lie at my door : After tiius 
being held up as a murder\}r and a 
traitor, after being remanded on a 
charge of high treason, without a 
shadow or pretence of evidence to 
support it, 1 appeal to you to lay 
aside all private leeling, to forget, as 
fgr as you can, the scenes in which 
you have acted, and to say whether 
we are guilty of any otfenoe, or, if Wfe 
are, whether we have not suffered 
enough. I cannot forget that I have 
been remanded on a charge of high 
treason ; 1 cannot forget that 1 ex- 
pec|;ed to have stood here to<day on 
that most serious charge; it has, 
however, been abandoned and I sub- 
mit to you, whether there be any 
tittle of evidence to support the 
charge of conspiracy. Many of these 
prisoners, who are accused of hav- 
ing joined with me, 1 never saw till 
1 saw them ii\ this box.* 1 admit 
that many of them, *as well as my- 
sdf,-*atlended the meeting for the 
pi/rpose of taking part in its pro- 
ceedings. 1 admit that 1 attended 
it to conduct tltosc proceedings, be- 
lieving that they were perfectly le- 
gal. 1 considered myself then as per- 
torming a necessary but a painful 
duty. I had before carried applica- 
tions made at similar meetings to the* 
Secretary of State, for the purpose 
of being laid before his Royal High- 
ness. 'J'o some of these applications 
1 had an answer from the Wince Re- 
gent himself through the n^edium of 
his Ministers, and to none of them 
was it objected that the meeting was 
illegal at which it was voted. One 
of these applications was the very 
paper which was to have been sub- 
mitted to the meeting of the 16tb. 
I did not attempt to follow, nor was 
it the opinion of those who look 


part in the proceedings of the meet- 
ing that we ought to attempt to fol- 
low, the example set by Birming- 
ham in the election of a representa- 
tive. I had written to Mr Johnson 
to this effect long before the intend- 
ed meeting was prohibited in Man- 
chester ; the Royal Proclamation 
had declared it illegal, and though 
1 did not think it illegal, 1 thought it 
a foolish and absurd scheme. It was 
my opinion, that to follow such an 
example at such a time would have 
bec^ unjust to the people of Man- 
chester ; that an election should not 
have been proceeded in till its inhabi- 
tants had three months’ notice. I 
have declared that I would not have 
put such n question as Chairman, 
long before the first meeting was 
prohibited. I could bring testimony 
in support of this assertion of as re- 
spectable men as are to be found in 
Manchester : private letters with 
postmarks, which could not be falsi- 
fied, can be produced as evidence of 
tlie same fact : the resolutions which 
were intended to be voted at the 
meeting of the 16th would have re- 
moved all doubt on this subject: 
they, indeed, I have been told, have 
been lost in the confusion which en- 
sued ; but the most respectable per- 
sons can be brought forward, who 
will prove that it was intended first 
to pass a strong vote of censure for 
•refusing to present the petitions of 
Manchester and Stockpprt ; and 
then to make a solemn appeal to his 
Royal Plighness the Prince Regent 
on the distressed slate of the coun- 
try, and on the necessity of imme- 
Miately reviving tITe connexion be- 
tween the people and the throne. 1 
cannot trust my feelings with the 
description ♦of what occurred after- 
wards in the dispersion of the meet- 
ing : it would be much better if life 
transactions of that day were fpr 
ever buried in oblivion, and blotted 
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from the history of our country. But 
1 ask you, will you commit upon such 
evidence as that which you have 
heard? 1 must say^l suffered much 
bodily pain from the blows from the 
batons of the constables, and the 
sabres of the Yeomanry. They are 
visible. 1 scorned to tell the Doctor 
of it. My health certainly has been 
preserved, instead of being injured, 
by my apprehension and confine- 
ment: the exertions 1 should have 
made, and the anx^^ty I should have 
felt, to conduct the pi^occcdings, and 
to preserve the order of that meet- 
ing, would have affected me for 
years. Since my confinement I have 
slept on a bed which 1 would not 
have put under my servants: but 1 
thank God,” said he, with great 
fervour, that 1 have slept soundly ; 
and if I have suffered any thing, it 
has been from commiserating the 
state of my fellow prisoners, and 
from the recollection of those poor 
mangled creatures who have been 
cut to death.” 

The Magistrates then withdrew. 
Mr Bouchier was shortly afterwards 
going towards the Magistrates’ room. 
Hunt said to him, 1 hope you are 
not going to the Magistrates un- 
less my solicitor goes. The solici- 
tor said. No. Ah, rejoined Hunt 
significantly, you have been there 
already. On their return Mr Nor- 
ris said — Henry Hunt, and you 
all : we ; 3 ent for Mr Bouchier in or- 
der that we might again carefully 
peruse the depositions. It is a most 
painful duty to me to commit you 
for a conspiracy* We can , however, 
lay our hands on our hearts and sa^f, 
* We have done our duty.* As to 
the charge of conspiracy, though 
you might not all have been together 
previous to the meeting, yet in the 
eye of the law, all those who commit 
separate acts, tending to one illegal 
object, are guilty of that crime. 


Coupling the two meetings together, 
taking into consideration the manner 
in which the last was assembled, with 
such insignia and in such a manner, 
with the black the bloody dag- 
g6T, with ‘ Equal representation 
or deaths* it is. clear they came in 
a threatening manner — they came 
under the banners of death, thereby 
showing they meant to overturn the 
Government. There could be no 
free discussion where that fiag was 
unfurled. The charge now is, that 
df having .conspired to alter the law 
by force and threats.” it is an ille- 
gal matter, and sufficiently made out, 
and calls upon us imperatively to 
commit you for trial by a proper 
Jury. Jt is now our painful duty to 
commit you to Lancaster Castle. On 
account of the seriousness of the 
charge, we shall require you, Henry 
Hunt and Joseph JoJinson, to give 
bail yourselves in L.1,000, and two 
sureties in L.500 each ; and all the 
others, themselves in L..500, and two 
sureties in L.250 each.” The pri- 
soners then left the bur. 

28. Sill F. Bukdett’s Letter to 
Lord Sidmouth. — Cottesbrookj Aug, 
28. — My Lord ; Hearing your Lord- 
ship had applied td the gentlemen 
through whose hands my address to 
the electors of Westminster was 
transmitted to the newspapers to 
give up the author, and had at the 
same time intimated that a refusal 
would subject him, as well as the 
Editors of the papers, to a ministe- 
rial prosecution; I take the liberty, 
in rder to save your Lordship fur- 
ther trouble^ and also the gentleman 
above mentioned an unjust prosecu- 
tion, to inform your Lordship, that I 
am the author of the address in ques- 
tion ; and, moreover, to assure your 
Lordship, that although penned in a 
hurry, and under the influence of 
strongly excited feelings, V can dis- 
cover nothing in it, on u re-perusai, 
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unbecoming the character of an ho- 
nest man an J an Englishman. 1 re- 
main your Lord&hip’^ most obedient 
and very humble servant, 

JpRAS. Burdett. 

Lord Viscount Sidmouth; 

SO. Numerous Reform Meetings 
have taken place iq different parts of 
the country, and, among others, at 
Glasgow ; but the circumstances and 
character of all of them are so simi- 
laf, and the treasonable language so 
utterly irrational and disgusting, that, 
even 4iad we room, whioli we have 
not, we should have declined putting 
them on special record, unless attend- 
ed with peculiar atrocities like some 
we may yet have occasion to mention. 


SEPTEMBER. 

2. Meeting in Palace Yard re- 
lative TO THE LATE PrOCEBDINGS 
AT Mancheste^i. — The PAlacc-yard 
meeting, of which Sir Francis Bur- 
dett .was Chairman, met without tu- 
mult, and dispersed in peace. The 
speech of the Baronet was less vio- 
lent than some bthers of his making. 
The object of this meeting in West- 
minster was to express a decided o- 
pinion on the conduct of the Ma- 
gistracy and Yeomanry of Manches- 
ter. None of the Whig^ party were" 
present ; foreseeing, it may be con- 
jectured, what would be the nature 
of the address and resolutions pro- 
posed. The populace who attended 
were estimated at from ipiOOO lo 
15,000 persons. 

4. True Bills found against 
Hunt, Johnson, and Others. — A 
true bill has this day been found a- 
gainst Henry Hunt, Joseph Johnson, 
James Moorhouse, John Knight, Ro- 
bert Jones, Joseph Healey, George 


Swifl, John Thacker Saxton, Sa- 
muel Bamford, and Robert Wilde, 
for conspiracy. About three o’clock 
this afternoon, Rpbert Jones, James 
Healey, George Swift, J.T. Saxton, 
Samuel Bamford, and Robert Wilde, 
the prisoners charged in the above 
indictment, who had remained in 
custody for want of bail, were brsught 
up to plead, when they severally en- 
tered the plea of “ Not Guilty^'* and 
asked to traverse. 

6. Extensive Depredation in 
T in; Corn Tr4db. — Several investi- 

f ations have lately taken place at 
Jnion-Hall office relative to a sys- 
tem of plunder almost unprecedent- 
ed in magnitude, which has been 
carried on for a considerable length 
of time by the parties implicated, but 
which has only very recently been 
discovered. The principal sufferer 
on this occasion is Mr Christopher 
Dunkin, an eminent corn-merchant, 
residing at Horsleydown, who owns 
and rents extensive granaries at va- 
rious places above and below the 
bridge, for the purpose of storing 
grain either belonging to himself or 
others, and whose loss on this occa- 
sion amounts to many hundred 
pounds. The principal instigator in 
this frightful depredation, was one of 
Mr Dunkin’s own confidential ser- 
vants. In consequence ofinforination 
received by Mr Dunkin, this servant, 
James Smith, together with a corn- 
portcr, named Thomas Wiqks, were 
apprehended and examined at the of- 
fice on Saturday. From the nature of 
Mr Dunkin’s business, he necessarily 
employed a number of servants, and 
^mong them the "prisoner, James 
Smith, who acted as granary-keeper, 
at various places, according to cir- 
cumstances. It appeared that this 
man, about four months ago, obtain- 
ed the co-operation of the prisonrfi’ 
Wicks, who agreed with Smitli to 
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join him in robbing his employer, Mr 
Duiikin ; and accordingly procured 
two carmen, who (though innocent- 
ly) assisted in the robbery, by cart- 
ing the stolen grain.' The prisoner 
Smith, being granary-keeper, had the 
uncontrolled care and custody of the 
keys, which he from time to time, 
watching opportunities when the 
clerks were absent, took to Wicks, 
who promptly attended with his 
carmen, and thus with impunity 
feloniously carried off generally 
twelve quart(jrs of grain at a time, 
sometimes wheat, at other times 
peas, but most frequently oats : the 
oats were chiefly sold to a person 
who had a granary of his own, and 
who bought and paid the carman for 
them at the rate of 16s. per quarter, 
at the time the market price was up- 
wards of 30s. This system of plun- 
der was not confined to one granary, 
but first practised atLimehouse, then 
at Lavender-wharf, Rotherhithe, and 
latterly at Randall’s granary, Lam- 
beth. On all occasions the carmen 
were furnished with tickets or load 
notes, which they received from 
Wicks on loading and delivering to 
the purchasers, by which means they 
were kept in the dark, and were com- 
pletely ignorant of the nefarious traf- 
fic in which they were employed. 
The two carmen attended the exa- 
mination, but their evidence did not 
affect the prisoner Smith, Wicks be- ’ 
ing the only person they knew in the 
transaction, and to whom they inva- 
riably paid the money which they re- 
ceived for the grain ; Smith was 
therefore discharged, though there 
is no doubt of Ws being the chief in- 
stigator, as well as a participator in 
the gain arising from the plunder. 
Wicks was fully committed for trial. 

13. Hunt's Public Entry into 
•London. — ]\I r Hunt this day enter- 
ed the metropolis, amidst a procTS- 


sion of flags, &c. got un by Watson, 
Thistlewood, Preston, \Vaddington, 
and others of his friends, among 
whom there had been some previous 
squabbling on the cubject. The pro- 
cession consisted of horsemen with 
flags, reformers in hackney chariots, 
and the hero cf the day, Henry 
Hunt, Esq. standing in a landaulet, 
drawn by six horses decorated with 
scarlet ribbands, and preceded by a 
flag, having inscribed on it, ** Hunt, 
the heroic Champion of Liberty.’’* 
The procession commenced at Isling- 
ton, and proceeded through Fins- 
bury-square, Sun-street, Bishops- 
gatc-street, Cheapsidc, round St 
FauPs, Ludgate-hill, Fleet-street, to 
the Crown and Anchor Ta’^ern, 
Strand, where a dinner was provided 
at seven o’clock, at 7s. 6d. a ticket. 
The procession was closed by a crowd 
of pedestrians, extending back as far 
as the eye could reach. The crowds 
through which Hunt passed, and 
those by whom he was accompanied, 
were estimated a^ not less than 
200,000. As soon a[§ Mr Hunt had 
got out of his carriage, he addressed 
the assembled multitude. ATter 
thanking them for the distinguished 
honour they had conferred on him, 
he declared he should at all times 
be ready to sacrifice liis life, if re- 
quired to do BO, in defence of his 
principles and their liberty; he then 
advised them, as they valued the 
cause for which they were con- 
tending, to disperse quietly, and 
not by any ebullition of feeling to 
give their enemies any advantage 
over thrill, # This speech -was recei- 
ved with repeated plaudits. Hunt 
retired, and in a few minutes the 
crowd had nearly dispersed. The 
dinner scene was quite of a piece 
with the whole of this seditious pa- 
geant, and called forth a succession 
of the approved toasts of the “ white 
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hatted gentry, appropriately ac- 
companied bv the revolutionary tune 
of ca ira^ Gale Jonts speechified, 
and compared Henry Hunt to Alex- 
ander the Great ; stcomplimcijt which 
necessarily called up the Orator, who, 
in his turn, made a* inflamma- 
tory, rigmarole, vitiiperativc speech, 
and entered into a sort of vindica- 
tion of the part he had acted in the 
memorable meeting of the 16th of 
August lasU The Orator was fol- 
lowed by Doctor Watson, of whose, 
eloquence on this great occasion wc 
regret to say that no memorial has 
been preserved. Hunt himself was 
in the chair, having compelled Gale 
doncs, who, at the suggestion of A- 
pothecary Watson, had been previ- 
ously called to preside, to give way 
to his superior pretensions. This, 
with some harsh expressions made 
use of by the Orator to the tried son 
of Esculapius, has occasioned a con- 
siderable fracas among these miser- 
able rogues, and Hunt has been call- 
ed upon to apologise, which however 
he has peremptorily refused to do. 
Nothihg but water was drank at this 
nota1)le entertainment. 

H. Disturbances in Paisley 
AND Glasgow. — The excesses of the 
mob at Paisley continued with little 
interruption for nearly three days. 
The magistrates were, perhaps, not 
justified by law in their seizure of the 
flags which had been used at the 
Paisley meeting; and there is the 
stronger ground for lamenting this act 
of mistaken zeal, because it really ap- 
pears to have furnished a pretext for 
whatever violence and mRchiif were^ 
afterwards resorted to by the multi- 
tude. The meeting, it is acknow- 
ledged, had dispersed in peace. 
The magistrates seem, therefore, to 
have made a gratuitous display of 
their anger against the radical re- 
formers, by carrying oft’ their ensigns 
after the bi^iness of the day was 


ended. The magistrates were ac- 
cordingly, on the following days, 
upbraided by the populace with 
being the first aggressors,** and were 
called upon to restore the prisoners 
and the flags. But here it is proper 
to *niention, that if the Provost 
and his brethren were in oite 
solitary instance indiscreet, iif no 
instance were they cruel. When 
the reassembling of the mob, and 
when their scandalous insults arid 
personal outrage!^ against the civil 
powor, compel lad the reading of the 
Riot Act and the subsequent em- 
ployment of the military, an exem- 
plary spirit of forbearance and mo- 
deration marked the whole conduct 
of the Paisley magistrates, and was 
shared with them by the regular sol- 
diers who obeyed them. Repeated 
notice was given that the Riot Act 
had been read. The very Refor- 
mist Committee*^ attempted to pre- 
vail upon its infatuated followers to 
disperse; but (we trust it may teach 
these committee-men a lesson) their 
eloquence was as useless, as if it had 
been addressed to theVinds and waves. 
The troops were finally and most pro- 
perly ordered to advance against the 
unruly multitude, which was driven 
before them without trouble, and 
without the loss of a single life. The 
external appearances of tranquillity 
were thus restored. The scenes cx- 
Tiibited at Glasgow on Monday e- 
vening, in connexion, as it appears, 
with those at Paisley, were still more 
disgraceful to the mob, and more 
mortifying and provoking to every 
man of the slightest reflection or 
ge*nerosity. The poor of Glasgow 
had been treated with a degree of 
kindness by those in authority over 
them, more characteristic of parents 
than of magistrates: advice, assis- 
tance, work, food, money, had been 
profusely contributed for the relief, 
of their wants* On some occasions 
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these blessings had been well be- 
stowed, on others received with sul- 
lenness, or ungratefully rejected; but 
such a return as the proceedings of 
the 13th inst.i it was not easy to an- 
ticipate. The reforming ruffians of 
Glasgow had surely nothing to cotn- 
pl^in of; no “ aggression” by the 
magistrates, as was alleged at Pais- 
ley ; no attack, as elsewhere, ^by 
men in red coats. The Corporation 
of Glasgow arc officially directed in 
all matters of legJ question by a 
gentleman whom wc understand to 
be among the most enlightened and 
benevolent individuals of the empire. 
Where they are forced to act with 
vigour, therefore, they will contrive, 
we doubt not, to have the law and 
constitution on their side. It is vain, 
we fear, to reason with those callous 
desperadoes, whose whole life is 
spent in one fever of commotion, 
and who have the ear of the wretched 
multitude, whom they draw together 
in mobs of 50,000 at a time ; no 
matter, be the purpose legal or not. 
Thus they expose the infatuated 
people to the hazard of military ex- 
ecution, and create, in the minds of 
all peaceable and rational men an 
utter loathing of the very name of 
reform, and an aversion even to 
public liberty itself : for what man 
would not a thousand times pre- 
fer the security of even absolute 
despotism itseli, to the unbridled 
and desolating fury of popular rage 
and ascendancy f Had it not been 
for the temperate firmness of the 
magistracy, and the extreme for- 
bearance of the military on this oc- 
casion, it is difficult to form any con- 
ception of the mischief that might 
have been effected, and of the num- 
ber of lives that might have fallen 
a sacrifice to the practices of a posse 
'of artful ruffians, who first rouse up 
the storm of popular frenzy, and then 
basefy skulk away from its fury, leav- 


ing their deluded victims to expiate 
the follies and crimes of which they 
alone are the real authors. 

17. Death of Blucher.— This 
gallant old man terrainated his earth- 
ly career on the evening of the 12th 
instant at Kfiblowitz in Silesia. 
His physicians liad no idea that his 
end was so near at hand, and had 
endeavoured to persuade him that 
his health would yet be re-establish- 
ed. To these delusive statements he 
eplied, I know that J am dying';' 

can judge better of my state than 
physicians. I die without regret, 
for I am no longer good for any 
thing. Tell the King that 1 shall 
die as I lived, faithful to his inte- 
rests.” The Field -Marshal Blikher 
was born at Rostock on the 16th of 
September 174.*2 ; so that at the 
time of his death he wanted only a 
few days of being 77 years of age. 
At the age of fourteen he entered in- 
to the service of Sweden, and serv- 
ed his first campaign against the Prus- 
sians. His life was jl singular alter- 
nation of reverses and success. The 
Russians gave him the nickname of 
Marcchal En avant^ from his heroic, 
daring, and indeiati^jable activity. 

20. Stuart Papers. — The Com- 
mittee appointed for inspecting these 
papers have, for the present, sus- 
pended their labours. The pa- 
pers arc extremely voluminous and 
irregular, and the whole are being 
arranged by some gentlemen con- 
versant in such matters, previous to 
the Committee again assembling, 
who consist of Sir James Mackintosh, 
Ivir Wysm, Mr Hebcr, &c.* 

Meeting at York in relation 
TO THE Manchester Affair. — 
The person who presided on this oc- 
casion was the Lord Mayor of York: 
Mr Dundas, M. P. for York, Mr 
B. Cooke, late candidate for the city, 
Mr Nicoll, the Recorder of Doncas- 
ter, and others attended., The Lord 
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Mayor conynunicated the curious 
fact, that in a perfect confidence of 
the peaceable and orderly disposi- 
tion of the inhabitants, he had nei- 
ther stationed syiy constables near, 
nor had he sworn in a singlb special 
constable. We .cannot commend 
the confidence of this worthy Magi- 
strate ; but, fortunately, after the 
passing of the resolutions, and the 
conclusion of the business for which 
the meeting had been convoked, the 
;^''ople dispersed in perfect order and 
tranquillity. As to the resolutions 
themselves, the third, we observe, 
returns thanks to Hunt and his com- 
anions in prison for their “ for- 
earance” when assaulted by the 
Yeqmen. Were we disposed to be 
hypercritical, we might say that such 
praise is somewhat overflowing for 
the occasion. It is thanking Hunt, 
who, according to the Irishman*s 
expression, ** had nothing in his 
hand but his fist,’’ for not maintain- 
ing a martial combat with the armed 
Yeomanry. W*th all Hunt’s con- 
sciousness of heroic valour, this re- 
solution will be apt to confound his 
modesty. The sixth resolution pro- 
poses an address for the removal of 
Ministers. We shall only say, we 
wish they had been wise enough to 
refrain from thanking men in whose 
favour they had no evidence but their 
own. 

25. ConoNEu’s Inquest on Lees. 
— After various delays the Coroner 
this day took his seat, in an apart- 
ment at Oldham, and, having called 
over the names of the jury, proceed- 
ed to examine evidence rejative 
the manner in which the deceased had 
met his death. It appeared, that, pre- 
vious to the meeting of the i6th, Lees 
had been in a bad state of health, 
notwithstanding which he went to 
that ill-fated meeting, at which he 
received several bruises and a sabre 
cut in the arm, which, from the ne- 


gligence of his relations, was suffer- 
ed to mortify before proper medical 
aid was called in. The result was 
that he died some time after. This 
appears to be the substance of all the 
credible testimony examined on this 
oocasion. Never before, we believe, 
on an inquest, was such a vast body 
of evidence produced, or so many 
conflicting statements given ; nor do 
we recollect of having ever read of 
more audacious and violent attempts 
being made to Mfluence the minds 
of t^ie jury, an.d to secure a verdict 
agreeably to the wishes of the radi- 
cal reformers. The Coroner, Mr 
Farrand, was in consequence obliged 
to remove the inquest from Oldham 
to Manchester, where, however, si- 
milar scenes were daily renewed. We 
have no wish, and indeed no room to 
attempt an abridgment of the volu- 
minous evidence laid before the jury 
during the nine days that the inquest 
lasted, or to record the disgraceful 
contests in which the Coroner was, 
day after day, engaged with Mr Har- 
mer, the Old Bailey Solicitor, and 
with the Reporters of two morning 
papers, (the Chronicle and Times^ but 
particularly the latter.) For this we 
refer to the files of the Times, where 
the reader will find the whole pro- 
ceedings detailed with great minute- 
ness, and, we have reason to believe, 
with very considerable accuracy. 
On the ninth day, the inquest was 
adjourned till the 1st of Deqember. 

27- Persecution of the Jews. — 

A letter from Copenhagen, dated 
the 11th instant, states, that, ** The 
severe measures adopU^d by our go- 
i^rnment have not Wholly suppress- 
ed the signs of public hatred against^ 
the Jews, The military were com- 
pelled on Tuesday last to fire upon 
the mob, but no person was wound- 
ed. Nearly all the windows of the* 
houses inhabited by Jews were 
broken. One* of that sect, ^welf 
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known as a money-lender^ in his at- 
tempt to leave the city, was taken 
out of his carriage in open day, and 
so cruelly attacked with stones, that 
he is said to have died shortly after- 
wards. On the other hand, the pu- 
nishment of the persons who have 
been detected in these tumults has 
been extremely severe. A lawyer^s 
clerk, convicted of having headed a 
party which entered the house of a 
Jewish merchant, and cast all his 
furniture and merchandise into the 
street, has been condemned to ,im- 
prisonment and hard labour for life ; 
a sentence worse than death itself. 
Scarcely a day passes that revolu- 
tionary placards arc not posted at 
the corners of the streets, exciting 
the people to acts of hostility against 
the government. One of them con- 
tained the following words, “ Don’t 
leave off : first the Jews ; then the 
King.” Messrs Meyer and Trier, 
bankers to the Royal Family, have 
resigned that employ, inconsequence 
of the late events.” 

29. Comets. — According to the 
calculations of Dr Olbcrs, the learn- 
ed astronomer of Bremen, after a- 
lapse of 83,000 years a comet will 
approach the earth as near as the 
moon ; after 4,000,000 of years it 
will approach to the distance of 7700 
geographical miles, and then, if its 
attraction equal that of the earth, 
the waters of the ocean will be cle-’ 
vated 13.,000 feet, and a deluge en- 
sue ; after a lapse of 220,000,000 
years it will come in contact with the 
earth, the consequences of which 
(happily very cemotc) event, it is no 
difficult matter tb determine. ^ 


[Oct, 


OCTOIJER. 

2. Aerial VayAOE.— The longest 
aerial voyage ci^er performed in 
Great Britain was recently made by 
Messrs Livingstone and Sadler, who 
lately ascended from Liverpool, and 
in the space of two hours and fifty 
qjinutes traversed a distance of nedr'*^^ 
ly a hundred miles in a lineal direc- 
tion. In the course of this voyage 
they traversed some of the finest 
parts of the counties of York and 
Durham, the views of which, from 
their lofty position, both the aero- 
nauts have described as enchanting 
and sublime beyond all description. 
They appear, however, to be men of 
more daring than science, as they as- 
cended without even a barometer, 
from which it is impossible to form 
any idea ^of the extreme altitude 
reached by the balloon. 

7. Venezuelan OFFICIAL Account 

OF THE CAPTURE OF BARCELONA BY 
THE ARMS OF THE REPUBLIC, AND OF 
THE SIEGE OP CUM^NA. — “ I ROW 

communicate to you intelligence of 
the highly important achievement of 
the capture of Barcelona, by Gene- 
ral Urdaneta. Our squadron, com- 
posed of 15 ships of war, is at this 
moment Mockading Cumana, in 
which it shuts up the Spanish squa- 
dron of six large vessels, among 
which is the Nimpha^ and also eight 
fiecheras. These ships will all un- 
dbubtedky faK into our hands. The 
Spaniards never could believe that 
such an expedition could .sail from 
Marguarita ; but they have been un- 
deceived to their utter astonish- 
ment.” 

11. Duke of Hamilton’s Let- 
ter. — The following is a copy of the 
Duke of Hamilton’s letter to the 
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Comnaittee . for the Manchester the Northumberland Arms, and vrere 


sufferers, inclosing his Grace’s sub- 
scription of L. 50 Gentlemen ; 
I beg leave to offer you, in aid 
of those who hj^ve suffered at Man- 
chester, the sum of L.SO. Al- 
though I do not go so far as to 
advocate the cau^ of annual' Par- 
liaments and universal suffrage, yet 
am 1 a firm friend to reform, and a 
strenuous supporter of those con- 
stitutional rights, (and long may they 
V^rcserved !) by which Englishmen 
are entitled by law to meot together, 
consider their grievances, and peti- 
tion for relief, when injured. It 
would appear, that in the exercise 
of this their birth -right, his Majes- 
ty\subjects have been interrupted 
in a mode, and with a precipitation 
and violence, that awakens the most 
alarming reflections in all those who 
are attached to the constitution of 
the country, or feel for the lives and 
liberties of their fellow-countrymen. 
In the Courts of Law and Houses of 
Parliament it is4^hat the rights of the 
subject must dnd will be asserted, 
and justice done to the aggrieved. 
It U humanity that offers this trifling 
tribute, for the relief of those maim- 
ed and mutilatecl sufferers whose dis- 
tressed situation appears to call for 
sympathy and support. I have the 
honour to be, gentlemen, your most 
obedient humble servant, &c, 

‘‘ Hamilton and Brandon. 

** Hamilton-Palace, Sept. 30.” 

17. Riot among the Keelmen 
AT NoiiTH Shields. — On the af- 
ternoon of the 14th, a rumour pre- 
vailing that a steam-boafi wa» towing 
loaded keels down the river, a num- 
ber of the, inhabitants assembled on 
the Duke of Northumberland’s Quay. 
Several gentlemen and others, said 
to be special constables from New- 
castle, were on board of the boat ; 
the former of wliom, as soon as she 
was moore<^ at the quay, repaired to 
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hooted, hissed, &c. Those who re- 
mained on hoard were assailed with 
stones, thrown hy some idle boys, 
said to have been urged thereto by 
the women, so that the peace-officers 
wtre forced to take shelter in the 
cabins. It appears that a message 
had been sent to the brig cutler for 
as|istancc, and about six o’clock two 
boats arrived, in each of which ivere 
marines, when, without the least 
warning for thc4:roivd to disperse, a 
mu^ct was fitted, and soon after a 
second; but those who used these 
weapons pointed them in such a man- 
ner as not to injure the unsuspecting, 
and, most of them, innocent specta- 
tors, who did not fly, from the sup- 
position that the guns were fired to 
disperse the boys. But the third 
person that fired, convinced them 
that their security was wrongly 
placed ; he levelled his piece at the 
multitude, and the bullet entered the 
heart of a seaman named Joseph 
Cleckson, who almost instantly ex- 
pired. The act was so unexpected, 
that the multitude could not credit 
the report of those near the dying 
man ; but when assured of the fact, 
the scene became truly terrific, per- 
sonal safety was forgot, and the shouts 
for vengeance issued from every 
tongue. The person who fired the 
musket took advantage of the mo- 
' ifaent and escaped. The gentlemen 
in the mean time issued froiikthe inn, 
and seized a youth, who, from being 
lame, had been upset by the crowd, 
whilst it was imagined he was pick- 
ing up stones: th^ •succcedbd in 
dragging him to the (^orthumbe^ 
land Arms, whilst others laid hold of 
a man dressed in alight coat, caught 
in the act of bombarding the boat : 
the last, on the alarm being given^ 
was instantly rescued, when the po- 
piilacc repaired^ to the inn to liberat# 
the other. The doors w^erc fbund 

2 li 
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&hut, but, by the applicati(fu of some 
gas-pipes, which were lying near, 
Ihe hinges were soon broken, and the 
mob, With stones, tbtally demolished 
the panes and sashes of the lower 
windows, and a number of squares 
in the second story. A winddw 
where the gentlemen were assembled, 
which faced the back part of the 
house, shared the same fate ; so that 
those within weVe assailed on both 
sides. The door was no sooner open* 
cd, than a party rushed in, and de* 
manded the liberaticni of the young 
man, which was instantly complied 
with. The gentlemen then escaped 
by the back door, and retreated up 
the Bank. A Coroner’s inquest soon 
afterwards sat on the body, when se- 
veral witnesses were examined, all of 
whom swore to the piece having been 
fired by one of the marines in the 
boat, which caused the man’s death. 

19 . Edinburgh Musical Festi- 
val. — This long-desired jubilee at 
length commenced on the evening of 
this day, and certainly a more splen- 
did assemblage of rank, beauty, and 
intelligence, than was collected to 
witness this interesting exhibition of 
talent and genius, was never beheld 
in Scotland. The first evening’s 
performance commenced with Hay- 
dn’s Military Symphony, which was 

S erformed in admirable style. Mr 
Iraham docs not appear to have lojt» 
any of those powers for which he 
stands pre-eminent; and did he not 
rather too frequently allow his vanity 
to get the better of his judgment, by 
overloading his songs with ornament, 
he would be ^ulte unrivalled. N^- 
rdtlistanding this defect, he is still, 
perhaps, the first singer in Eng- 
land. No one could doubt this, who 
attended to the beauriful style in 
jvhich he executed his part of Mo- 
zart’a inimitable duct, Haggi C^u- 
llele^” which was sung in the most 
masterly style of excellence. The 


Septetto of Beethoven * afforded ex- 
<Juisite pleasure, not only from the 
excellence of riie composition, but 
also from the admirable manner in 
which it was excerted. The Wed- 
nesday morning’s selection was cer- 
tainly good ; but the directors, m 
their great anx*ety to gratify the 
public, cominiited a capital error. 
They practically exemplified the pro- 
verb, that one may have too much of 
a good thing ; for, in spite of the eoc- 
^ellent selections from tlie comflL...*- 
tions of Handel, Mozart, Pergolcsi, 
Beethoven, and Bishop, followed by 
the sublime Creation of Haydn, the 
audience were exhausted and satia- 
ted. Many actually left the room at 
the commencement of the second 
act, which it is impossible to believe 
could havb been the case had tins 
morning’s performance been confin- 
ed, as it ought, to the masterly works 
of the great Haydn. Notwithstand- 
ing the great length of the perfor- 
mance, the songs and chorusscs were 
performed in .a manner which as- 
tonished and delighted every person 
of musical feeling present, and call- 
ed forth repeated applause ; a prac- 
tice unusual at tin; performance of 
sacred music, but which could not,^ on 
thisoccusion, be repressed- Wednes- 
day evening’s performance, as might 
have been anticipated, went off very 
fiatly. The length of the morning’s 
performance had so exhausted seve- 
ral of the performers, as to unfit them 
for the evening’s duty. Mr Lindlcy’s 
Concerto was not given, and Ste- 
phens, through indisposition,was un- 
able to appear. But tbotigh all the 
performers had been in the best spi- 
rits, the public were not able to sus- 
tain such continued attention. Mr 
Braham evidently appeared to labour 
under indisposition. The pleasing 
manner in which Signora Corri and 
Miss Guodall, particularly Signora 
Corri, sung, and the prodigious comic. 
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powers of Signor y\mbrogctti» alone 
saved the audience from complete 
inanity. But if the public were dis* 
appointed on Wednesday, we were 
inhnitely delighted, astonished,, and 
more than rewarded, on* Thursday 
by the performance njf Handel’s Mes- 
siah, with the aii^lition of Mozart’s 
accompaniments, which ought never 
Co be omitted. The delicious effect 
of the wind instruments, in many of 
Che songs, it is impossible to describe. 

Braham seemed to have bc^n 
completely renovated by the night’s 
repose, and sang “ Comfort ye my 
people,” “ Thou shalt dash them,” 
Behold and see,” “ Ho was a man 
of sorrows,” in such a manner as to 

I irove his claims to the first rank in 
lis profession. Thursday morning 
was occupied with the performance 
of Handel’s Messiah. This composi- 
tion, whether wc consider the touch- 
ing and sublime simplicity of the 
different airs interspersed through- 
out, or the varied harmony and gran- 
deur of the more magnificent pas- 
sages, may be' justly ranked among 
the liipst splendid productions of ge- 
nius; and. we have the pleasure to 
add, that it was performed in a style 
the most masterly, with a richness 
and brilliancy of execution every way 
corresponding to the grandeur of the 
original design. It was unquestion- 
ably the most perfect exhibition of« 
the kind ever before Iieard in this 
country ; and it reflects the highest 
credit on the professional talents of 
those engaged . in it. The addition 
of the wind instrument accompani- 
ments, by Mozart, im^ftovefe greatTy 
the general effect, by giving variety 
and relief, to a long performance of 
this nature, and being so skilfully 
joined to the original piece, that they 
neither mar its unity nor simplicity; 
but throw a lightness and brilliancy 
over the whole, by combining the 
two great ssourcca of pleosurci the 


beautiful and the sublime. The me- 
rits of Mr Braham, In the different 
passages of the Messiah usually al- 
lotted to him^ Irave been long known 
and celebrated. His voice is ad- 
mirably adapted for the expression 
5f sublime emotion ; and sacred mu- 
sic, therefore, affords him a fine field 
for display. Mr Bellamy initproves 
the offcener he is heard. Ills style of 
singing combines great force and sim- 
plicity. Mr Jager, in the little he 
Lad to do, was^iighly pleasing. Miss 
Stephens wa»so far recovered from 
her fatigue or indisposition, that to 
the general delight of the audience 
she made her appearance among the 
vocal performers on Thursday morn- 
ing. She sang the air, Rejoice 
greatly, O daughter,” drc. and “ I 
know that my IVcdecmer liveth,” 
with all her usual taste. The last, 
particularly, was given in the most 
touching strain of elevation and ten- 
derness. The more frequently Miss 
Goodall’s voice is beard, the more 
certainly does she appear to possess 
from nature all the requisites of a 
great singer, and careful cultivation 
seems all that is necessary to perfect 
the gift. Signora Corri displayed 
^reat powers of voice and execution 
in the several airs which she sang. 
The cborusses formed a most mag- 
nificent part of the exhibition, and 
^they were executed with the most 
*imposing effect. No efforts have 
been spared to bring forward those 
Interesting parts of the performance 
in a style of suitable splendour. The 
accompaniments to the solo parts of 
the performances^ by Yaniewicz, 
*Lindley, and Dragonetti, were 
high style of excellence, and added 
a degree of brilliancy to the voices 
that cannot well be conceived. The 
power of Dragonetti’s double ba|s 
was strikingly exemplified in con- 
trolling the whole band, and keepii^ 
them to one exact measure of^time ; 
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and Schmidt’s trumpet was managed 
in an extraordinary manner. On 
Friday evening the tiieatre was crowd- 
ed in every part to excess, but there 
was no extraordinary bustle, or any 
pressure in filling the house. The 
selection was admirable, the whole 
performance spirited and masterly, 
and, We may say, without a fault. 
The concert opened with the cele^ 
brated Symphony of Beethoven in D., 
a composition that was never before 
attempted in Scotland. The whole 
was executed with infinite science, 
precision, and taste. Mr Lindley 
on the violoncello completely arrest- 
ed the attention of the audience by 
his extraordinary command over this 
fine instrument. The selection for 
the vocal department merits equal 
praise. The extracts from Mozart’s 
Operas were performed in a style 
worthy of the music, particularly the 
concluding piece of the first part, a ses- 
lettofrom the opera of Figaro, which 
rises into a degree of grandeur that 
must strike even an uncultivated ear. 
Signora Corri was peculiarly happy 
in her two songs; that of Mozart 
was given with great tenderness and 
feeling ; and the bold martial air of 
Pucitta was executed with great 
boldness and animation. Mr Braham 
was great in his first song from Zin- 
garelli, and displayed all his powers 
in the “ Last words of Marmion.”^ 
Miss Stephens fully supported her* 
usual character, and seemed to win 
the good will of the audience by vo- 
lunteering the song of “ Auld Robin 
Gray which, on account of her 
illness, was orhitted on Wednesday 
<te''-ening. The manner in which the 
whole was arranged and conducted 
appears to have given great satisfac- 
tion to the public, and must reflect 
tjl^e highest honour on the presiding 
judgment and good taste of the dj- 
rcctors as displayed on this occasion. 

20.TM[anchester. — Meagher, the 


trumpeter to the Manchester Yeo- 
manry Cavalry, was brought up 
for examination at the New Bailey 
court. The charge against him, for 
which he had undergone some pre- 
vious examinations, was firing two 
pistols from the*' garret-window of 
his house in Dcancgate, and wound- 
ing J. Jones in the thigh, and 11. 
Robinson in the leg. He under- 
went a long examination before Mr 
Wright the magistrate. The ex«* 
cuse he offered was, that his housc- 
had been b^set by a riotous mob, 
and his windows broken. Several 
witnesses gave their testimony, that 
the prisoner was not threatened, nor 
even molested, at the time he fired 
the pistols from the window ; and 
that there was no assemblage of 
people opposite the house to cause 
alarm. On the contrary, .John Davis, 
druggist and apothecary, who resid- 
ed nearly over against the prisoner’s 
residence in Dcansgate, deposed, 
that at half- past twelve he heard, 
while in his bcd-**oomp8tones thrown, 
glass broken, and most opprobrious 
language, such as rascal, mur- 
derer, inassacrer, butcher, trum- 
peter !” Soon after,, he heard the 
report of a pistol : he then went to 
the front of his house, and saw three 
different parties, who used very gross 
language ; the prisoner was in the 
garret window, facing Queen Street : 
he was in hre shirt-sleeves : he cried 
out, ** What do you there? Be- 
gone, get away, or I’ll fire upon 
you.” He then fired again. Sarah 
Kennedy also deposed to hearing 
the winctows^ broken. befm*e there 
wa& any firing. The magistrate 
then declared he should, adjourn 
the court to that day fortnight. He 
also stated, that in consequence of 
the evidence of Mr Davis, who was 
a most respectable witness, he should 
take bail for the prisoner’s appear- 
ance on that day, himselffin L. 200, 
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and two syireties in L. 100 each. 
MrDavis^ was one of the bail. 
Meagher was then liberated. 

22. Tales ob my Landlord— 
Sir; 1 have observed in the news- 
papers lately, an advertisement of a 
fourth series of “ Tales of my Land- 
lord, collected and^arranged by Je- 
dediah Cleishbotham, schoolmaster 
and parish-clerk of Gandercleugh, 
containing Pontefract Castle; orders 
received by all booksellers in Lond- 
JSff That the public may not be take^ 
in to suppose this work a^roduction 
of the author of “ Tales of my 
Landlord,** in three series ; the first, 
containing the Black Dwarf and Old 
Mortality ; the second, the Heart of 
Mid Lothian ; and the third, the 
Bride of Lanimcrmoor,and a Legend 
of Montrose ; I who havei transacted 
betwixt the publisher and the author 
of these books, as his agent, do, on 
my certain knowledge, assure you 
and the public, that this author has 
no concern whatever with the catch- 
penny publication .announced as 
above ; and although 1 have not his 
express authority for saying so, I 
anf morally assured he will at no . 
future period send any further 
work to the public under the title of 

Tales of Landlord.’* The copy- 
right of the “ Tales of my Landlord,” 
in 12 vols. has been purchased by, 
and is now the property of, Messrs 
Constable and Co., wh <4 are taking* 
legal measures to interdict the pub* 
lication of this spurious work under 
their title, and to punish those con- 
cerned in it when they shall be dis- 
covered. • 1 am, Sir, y«ur lobedieAt 
servant, John Ballantyne. 
Hanover §ireet, Edinburgh, Oct. 22. 

23. Eakl FrrzwiLLiAM. — This 
nobleman has been dismissed from 
his situation of Lord Lieutenant for 
the West Hiding of Yorkshire, in 
consequence of Ids being one of 


those who signed the requisition, and 
attending the meeting at York, in 
reference to the proceedings at Man- 
chester on the Jp6th of August. 

24*. Old Bailey Wir. — On the 
recorder passing sentence of tran- 
sportation Jbr l^e on John Moore, 
at the Old Bailey, the prisoner^ in 
the most hardened mannerf said, 
^‘,1 wish to ask your Lordship a 
favour and on being desired to 
state it, said, “ I’d thank you, my 
Lord, to give raie another yearP 

yAR[s. — The noted Sebastiani has 
been elected a deputy for Corsica, 
as well as M. Ramolino, cou!»in-ger- 
inan of Bonaparte’s mother. The 
latter election has excited great no- 
tice. Corsica is a sort of rotten 
borough to France ; the voters were 
only thirty-five in number. 

26. Paris. — The translator and 
publisher of Mr Hobhouse’s History 
of the Hundred Days, have been con- 
demned by the Court of Assizes, the 
former to six, and the latter to 
twelve months’ imprisonment, and 
each to pay to the King a fine of a 
thousand francs. 

27. The late Duke of llicii- 
MoND. — An official dispatch from 
Charles Cambridge, Esq., addressed 
to Earl Bathurst, contains a detail 
of particulars attendant upon the 
melancholy death of this nobleman. 
After mentioning the lour which his 
Grace had taken for the purpose of 
investigating the actual state of the 
provinces, and other particulars, the 
letter proceeds thus “ When his 
Grace parted with his family at Ken- 
sington, he proceeded, accompanied 
by Licut.-Colonel® Cockburno and 
Major Bowles, and two (iUmtS- 
tics, to visit the eastern township, 
where alrt^ady the population had 
been considerably benefited by the 
excellent policy of the administrj- 
tibn. On the 23d of August, the Du^e 
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dined with a detachment of officers 
stationed at Perth, and it was only 
on the 25th that the first symptoms 
of that cruel disorder presented 
themselves, which only three days 
afterwards terminated in death. Ear- 


a fence, and rushed into an adjoin- 
ing barn, whither his dismayed com- 
panions eagerly followed him. The 
paroxysm of his disorder was now at 
Its height. It was almost a miracle 
that his Grace did not die in the 


ly on that morning, his valet found barn. He was with difficulty re- 
fais Grace alarmed at the appearance moved to a misorable hovel in the 
of somt; trees which were near a win- neighbourhood, and early in the 
dow where he slept, and which he morning of the 2Sth the Duke of 
insisted were people looking in ; and Richmond expired in the orms of 
shortly afterwards, when a basin of a faithful Swiss, who had never quilF- 
water was presented* to him, he cx- ted his beloved master for a mom^ltw^ 
hibited evident abhorrence at the Whilst in " this miserable log-hut, 
sight of it ; and on several other oc- reason occasionally resumed her eni- 
casions on that day, and on the 26th, pire, and his G race accordingly 
the same symptoms were but too availed himself of these lucid inter- 
obvious whenever any liquid was vals to address a letter to Lady Mary 
presented, and which it now appear- Lennox, in which he reminded Jicr 
ed his Grace partook of with ex- that a favourite dog, belonging to 
treme reluctance. On this day, at the household, being in a room at 
dinner, he had requested Lieut. -Col. the Castle of St. Louis, at a time 
Cockburne to take wine with him, (five months before) when the Duke, 
but his Grace had no sooner lifted shaving, .cut his chin, the dog was 
the liquid to his lips, than, unable lifted up, in order to lick the wound, 
to control the violence of his disease, when the animal bit his Grace’s 


he replaced the glass on the table, chin. The recolicctfion of this cir- 
observing — “ Now, is not this execs- cumstance gave his Grace but loo 
sivcly ridiculous ? Well, PH take it sure a presentiment (the dog Having 
when 1 don’t think of it.” The • subsequently run mad) of his ap> 
same evening an Assistant-Surgeon, proaching fate; and his Groce, 
the only one in the vicinity, was therefore, in his letter to Lady 
sent for, who bled him, and his Ex- Mary, expressed his conviction 
cellency apparently found so much (which Indeed appears an irresistible 
relief from the operation, that he conclusion) that his disorder was 
arose early the next morning, and ^ hydrophobia. Ills Grace recom- 
proposed walking through Rich- mended the line of conduct to be ob- 
mond-wood, to the new settlement served by his children in the painful 
of that name, which had recently situation in which they would be 
received its appellation from its if- placed at his death; and, it is said, 
lustrious founder, who was about to requested to be buried in Quebec, on 
immortalize it* by the catastrophe of the ram^arlfs, like a soldicf, there to 
vrliis death, had, in his progres*s remain. His Grace’s remains arriv- 
thrdugh the wood, started off at ed in Montreal on the night of the 


hearing a dog bark, and was with SOtli of August, (the very day on which 
difficulty overtaken, and on the the levee was to have been held), in 
party’s arrival at tlic bkirts of the a state which I shall not outrage 
wood, at the sight of some stagnant your Lordship’s feeling by detailing; 
ivater, his Grace hastily leaped over far less can I attempt to depict the 
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sensations the young ladies of his 
Grace’s family, when the fatal news 
so unexpectedly reached them on 
the 90th, at Montreal, His Grace’s 
suflerings wer^ extreme, yet Ids 
mind soared above his a^ny. He 
directed Colonel Cackburne not to 
attend to his orders any longer, 
‘ For you see,’ sam this great man, 
* the state I am reduced to and 
during a paroxysm of pain, he ex- 
cilaimt'd, * For shame, Richmond; 

Charges Lennox ; bear your 
^ sufferings like a man.’ •The Dukb, 
the first man of his rank, perhaps, 
who ever died on the American con- 
tinent, will ever he regretted by all 
classes of his Majesty’s provincial 
suhjectvS. The awful termination of 
his Grace’s illustrious career must 
excite universal synipatlty.” 

50. Geokge Biddeh.— The sin- 
gular powers of calculation possess- 
ed by this boy having attracted very 
general notice, he was visited by se- 
veral scientific gentlemen ; and the 
following are spmc of the questions 
put to him on the ^occasion : How 
many times docs a wheel 7 feet 3 
inches in circumference revolve in a 
distance of 13 miles 3 furlongs^ 
Answer (in one minute) 9740f 
times. What is the product of 

4-73, 861? multiplied by 27,356 ? An- 
swer (in 3J minutes) 1,709,035,584?. 
What is the percentage on 
L.S5,727 : 17 : 6 at I'JS percent?* 
Answer, L.6386 : 7 : 1|. What is the 
cube root of 122,615,327,232? An- 
swer (in 2.i minutes) 4968. If the 
Bible contains 743 pages, each page 
57 lincsf and each lijf^e ^7 words, 
iiow many words arc there in the 
book? Answer (in less than a mi- 
nute) 719)967. A statue stands be- 
tween two trees ; tlic pedestal of the 
statue is 90 feet from the top of 
each free, and the one tree is 60, 
and the other 51e feet high : required 


the distance between the trees? 
Answer (in one minute) 139 feet. 
A great number of other questioi^s 
were put to hiin, most of which, ex-^ 
cept some of *a compH.cated kind 
rather belonging to Algebra, he an- 
swered with akonishing rapidity and 
accuracy. The process is entirely 
mental. The numbers he had to 
work with, however long, were not 
reduced to writing, but merely men- 
tioned aloud ; and by repeating them 
to himself, he kept them in his me- 
mory, and performed all the neces- 
sary operations with invariable ac- 
curacy. He evidently did not work 
by the ordinary rules ; for in get- 
ting the product of two or more 
numbers, he generally found the 
highest numbers first. Like Zerah 
Colburn, George Bidder has since 
asserted the possibility of communi- 
cating the process by which he 
proceeded, in reaching arithmetical 
results, by an apparent species of in- 
tuition. 

SlNGULAB COTNCIDENCB OF 

Dates — The year Eigbty-eiglit has, 
for several centuries, been fatal to 
the Royal House of Stuart. James 
III., on the 11th of June 1488, lost 
a battle to his subjects,' by whom he 
was afterwards pursued and assassi- 
nated. Mary, Queen of Scots, was 
beheaded on the 8th of February 
1588. James 11. of England abdi- 
cated the throne of Great Britain on 
the 12th of December 1688 ; and, in 
the year 1788, tbu last of the House 
of Stuart that aspired to the throne 
of tbeso kingdoms expired. 


NOVEMBER. 

1. FeviTr in Spain.— B y the mail 
of this day, intelligence from SevilJ/L^ 
Cadiz, and other places in their vi- 
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cinity, has been received. The mor- 
tality arising from the fever, which has 
already made such extensive ravages 
there, is reported to. be greater than 
ever. The city of Seville itself has 
hitherto been free from this severe 
visitation; it has, however, broker 
out in one of the suburbs, where a- 
boift one hundred and twenty cases 
have occurred, of so malignant a 
nature, that above fifty of them 
roved fatal, and of the whole num- 
er scarcely any hac^^so completely 
recovered as to be prpnounced put 
of danger. The precautions prac- 
tised at Seville, to prevent the 
spreading of the infection, were un- 
usually rigorous. The persons af- 
Eicted, as soon as the symptoms 
could be ascertained, were all re- 
moved to houses at a short distance 
in the country, provided for that 
purpose, and all communication with 
them interdicted. To the severity 
of these regulations, however, the 
peculiar malignancy which the dis- 
ease had assumed at Seville was at- 
tributed. The physicians there 
were of the opinion, that if medical 
assistance were rendered at t^ie first 
appearance of the symptoms, it would 
scarcely ever prove fatal or even 
dangerous; but such was the terror 
inspired by the thought of being se- 
parated from all friends and rela- 
tions, that the sufferers generally 
withheld complaint until all assis- 
tance became unavailing. Next to 
the suburbs of Seville, the Port of 
St Mary had comparatively suffered, 
the deaths there being twenty daily 
out of seven hundred sick persons. 
In the isle of Leun the disease had 
}yi'£n extremely fatal, and both 
there and at Chiclana continued to 
rage with greater violence than be- 
fore. In Cadiz itself, probably ow- 
ixg to the j^nporior medical skill to 
be found (here, the proportioii of 
dl^athr to the miiuber of hick was 


much smaller. The ^number of 
sick persons is, however, truly aw- 
ful, being said b}^ the letters of the 
I2th ult. to exceed 11,000. Ac- 
cording to a report published by the 
Board of Health, the deaths, from 
the 1st to the 7th of October, were 
588 and on the^ 2th, one hundred 
and five persons mil victims to the 
epidemic. It is a curious circum- 
stance connected with ^his cala- 
mity, tliat without any alleged v»- 
nation in the nature riof the diSlhr^ 
dicr, the proportion of the deaths 
should have so materially varied. 
It appears from our preceding state- 
ment, that in Cadiz the cases proving 
fatal have been one in one hundred ; 
at St Mary’s, one in thirty-fwe; 
but in the' suburb of Seville, every 
third person died. The mercantile 
houses in Cadiz, many of which arc 
of recent establishment, and there- 
fore not protected by their mem- 
bers having bad the disorder at a 
former period, appear to have suf- 
fered in a peculiar rJegree. Two- 
thirds of their number are stated to 
have been shut up or abandoned, 
the clerks and servants being all sick 
or dead. The principals had in many 
instances fled into the country on 
the first breaking out of the infec- 
tion. We have before mentioned 
the effect of this visitation, in dis- 
persing the troops collected for the 
' expedition, t and frustrating, in fact, 
by the delay that must take place 
before they can be again collected, 
all the objects for which it was ori- 
ginally planned. The circumstance 
bus givebi rise to a sayiirg among 
the Spaniards, characteristic, per- 
haps, (and only in that case to be 
mentioned without profanation), of 
a people highly loyal, and assuming 
that free tone in speaking of the 
Deity which is often combined with 
superstitJoLis leeling, that “ Dios 
mimo insnr^enfe*' , 
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Fuench IV^NisTRY. — Thefollowiog 
changes in the French ministry 
have been recently announced in 
the Moniteur : The Baron Pasquier, 
to be minister .of foreign affairs ; 
the Marquis de Latour Maubourg 
(minister at the court of London )» 
to be minister at wav ; M. Hoy, to 
be minister of th^ finances; and 
Comte de Gazes, minister of the in- 
terior, to be president of the minis- 
try. The marshal St Cyr, General 
^%€S81les, and M. Louis quit they- 
places. * 

New South Wales, — The ad- 
vices received from Port Jackson, 
by the Foxhound^ to the 13th of 
June, contain information very im- 
portant to rtie interests of this ad- 
vancing territory. It was some 
time since announced, that a pas- 
sage had been effected across the 
Blue Mountains, and a most desir- 
able country discovered to the west 
of those towering heights ; and we 
have now the additional gratification 
of stating, that« communication has 
been opened to it of easy access, 
rumlfng through lands of the first 
description. The colonists are in- 
debted for this acquisition to their 
resources to the exertions of C. 
Throsby, Esq. a large land and 
stock-holder, many years resident in 
New South Wales, who, after two 
preceding attempts, succeeded in^ 
May last, with the assistance of two 
native guides, Coockoogonn, chief 
of the Burrah-burrah tribe, and 
Dual, in passing from the Cow-pas- 
tures direct for Bathurst, having en- 
counteretl only those diffidilties in- 
separably attendant on the first ex- 
plorers of tlie forests of a new coun- 
try. Mr Throsby was, on the whole, 
occupied fifteen days on the expedi- 
tion, his progress being protracted 
from some of his party falling ill, and 
bad weather; hut by the delay he had 
greater opportunity of examining 


the country on each side of his 
route ; and in his letter to the gen« 
tleman from whom wc have the in- 
formation, he says, I have no he- 
sitation in stating, we have a coun- 
try fit for every and any purpose, 
wiiere fine-woolled sheep may be in- 
creased to any amount, in a climpte 
peculiarly congenial to them; ere 
iopg you will hear of a route being 
continued to the southward, as far 
Twofold-bay, and so on further in 
succession through a countr}' as 
much more beautiful and superior 
to the Cow-pastures, as that now 
enviable district is to the land con- 
tiguous to Sydney, and where our 
herds, our flocks, and our cultiva- 
tion may unlimitedly increase, at an 
inconsiderable distance from the 
great and grand essential in a young 
colony — water carriage.** 

5. Re-interment op the Body 
OF King Robert Bruce at Dun- 
fermline. — This day the grave of 
Robert Bruce was re-opened, and 
inspected, in the presence of the 
Right Honourable the Lord Chief 
Baron, the Honourable Baron Clerk 
Rattray, Henry Jardinc, Esq. King’s 
Remembrancer, and other gentle- 
men of distinction, attracted by 
curiosity to the scene, together with 
the Provost and Magistrates of the 
burgh, many of the Heritors, the Mi- 
nisters of the parish, and a numc- 
*rou5 assemblage of inhabitants of 
town and country. Considerable 
alterations were observed to have 
taken place since the first in- 
spection in February 1818; the ribs 
of the body, which* were then in 
\heir natural position^ havingcol- 
lapsed, and most of the shroTTEnvith 
which the body was enwrapped 
being consumed. A point, on which 
much diversity of opinion had been 
entertained since the first opening 
of the grave, .was now settled ; that 
the hhioiul was above, not nnfler the 
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lead; sanctioning the supposition 
that the body may have lain in- state 
previous to interment* when this rich 
covering* consisting of fine damask 
cloth, interwoven with gold* woi^d 
be exhibited ; as also* that it had 
been inclosed in a wooden coffia* 
when laid in the tomb, of which 
some westiges* as formerly noticed* 
remained. It was clearly ascertain- 
ed that the body had been embalmed* 
agreeably to historical record, for 
part of the sternum*, or breast-bone* 
was found* that had been separated 
to facilitate the removal of the heart* 
which was further confirmed by the 
discovery near the grave of an oblong 
leaden box, which, in all likelihood* 
contained the entrails. The lead that 
inclosed the body was laid open* so 
as to expose to full view tlie whole 
skeleton, of the length of which* as 
well as of the several parts* exact 
measurements were taken. The 
body was five feet ten inches in 
length* which* when in life* might 
have been upwards of six. The 
head attracted particular notice. It 
was disjoined from the body* and 
held up to the admiring gaze of the 
spectators* during which it was 
pleasing to observe a solemn stillness 
prevail** betokening the feelings of 
reverential awe* awakened by the 
recollection of the noble spirit that 
once animated it, contrasted with the 
present humiliation of its mortal tc* ' 
ncroent. . The scull was quite entire* 
and perfectly firm. The teeth on 
the under jaw were all remaining* 
but a few on the upper jaw were 
wanting. It was properly cleaned* 
,^^d two cxcellcfit casts taken from 
Wilf afford materials for the 
craniological inquirer* as well as 
gratify the curiosity of. thousands 
who had not an opportunity of 
jtfccing the lifeless original. The 
qietlical gentlemen were particular- 


ly struck with finding tjie anples of 
the lower maxillary or chaft-bonea 
remarkably acute. They* also noti- 
ced with surprise the small and de- 
licate bone* nyoides^ which supports 
the tongue* in a state of great pre- 
servatio;i. The cartilages* too* be- 
longing to tlkc lofynxt on the top of 
the wind-pipe* as well as some of 
those of the iiernum^ still existed. 
Every necessary inspection being 
made* and the head replaced^the 
body was raised froiiv. the spafrs^?® 
which it had reposed undisturbed for 
nearly five centuries, and* together 
with the box before alluded to* and 
some of the newspapers and coins of 
the clay* inclosed in lead* put into a 
new leaden coffin, prepared for. the 
purpose* which was returned to its 
original pasition. The coffin was 
then completely filled with hot pitch* 
to exclude the air, and to promote 
more effectually the preservation of 
the bones. This precaution, however* 
was considered by many as unne- 
cessary, while , it wos abirorrent to 
the feelings of almost all. On the 
lid of the cotfin was this simple in- 
scription Robert Bruce* 18229, 
1819.” 

6. Recollections op Scotland. 
•— There lives at present in the pa- 
rish of Sorby* Wigtonshire, Alex- 
ander Creadie, 105 years old. In 
his early years butcher’s meat was 
within the, reach of the most indi- 
gent, as the land in that quarter was 
generally kept in a state of pasture, 
and there was then no demand for our 
Scottish stock in the English market ; 
but circumstances are now chang- 
ed. I'or twenty years he has hard- 
ly tasted animal food* and. his usual 
dinner now consists of oat-cakc and 
water from the spring, lie has seen 
seven successive ministers in his na- 
tive parish* of whom Mr Campbell* 
who baptized him, nas the first, and' 
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was ordained Immediately on the 
final establishment of Presbyterian- 
ism in the reign of William and 
Mary. In his youths the school of 
Wigton was the^ only regular paro- 
chial establishment of that kind 
within his kno^ledge^, but hc! seems 
to think that the po(H)lc, tliougif less 
learned, were their more virtuous 
and pious ; that fraud and dis- 
honesty were scarcely known ; that 
. the public ordinances of religion 
morb fe^hfully and zealously 
attended to, and that fanrily worship 
was a duty that all discharged, and 
in which all delighted. Whether 
this opinion be absolutely correct or 
not, I shall not wait to inquire. 
The state of society within these 
last ninety years is materially chan- 
ged. Old Creadic remembers when 
there was not a glass window in all 
the parish of Kirkiiiner, except in the 
manse, the house of Ilarnbarrocli, 
and the Castle of Baldooii, and when 
the name of watch or plock was 
hardly known in his .neighbourhood. 
Hats were worn only by the ministers 
and hiirds. Mr Rome, in Stewart- 
soTi, was the first farmer in this dis- 
trict who laid aside the bonnet. 
** Wee wheels,” though common hi 
other parts of Scotland, had not then 
been introduced into Wigtonshire. 
Spinning was effected by a tedious and 
fatiguing process ; the rock (distaff)^ 
being attached to the left side of the 
body below the arm, the thread was 
drawn by the left hand, while the right 
upheld the spindle and “ whorl,” 
and kept them 'in motion. To Ire- 
land we me indebted for the “ Wte 
wheel,” and the art of manag'rg i.. 
So important an accomplishment was 
(his art then reckoned, that to ac- 
(|uirc it many of the most notable 
housewives of that day sent their 
daughters to the north of Treland, 
who, after a noviciate of six or eight 
mouths, ^returned thoroughly iu' 


structed, and were thus enabled 
to teach their families and neigh- 
bours the knowledge which they 
themselves bad derived from stran- 
gers. At the' same period a man- 
servant’s half yearly wages were 
fi^e or six shillings, besides a shirty 
a pair of shoes, or some other article 
of dress of nearly the same«^alue. 
Npr was tliis a sum of trifling impor- 
tance. The highest price of a bottle 
of the best rum was sixpence, sheep 
brought from ^ shilling to twenty 
petice a-head > the usual price of a 
good cow and calf was eighteen shil- 
lings, hardly ever a guinea ; and old 
Creadie himself has oilen bought 
Odlnieal at scvcnpencc the ” auch- 
let,” a measure which usually con- 
tained twQ pounds more than the 
present sterto denotes. It is only 
about forty years since the Scottisn 
measures, the auchlet, furpet, dtc. 
were superseded. 

10. County of Edinburgh.— 
This day, pursuant to public adver- 
tisement, a numerous meeting was 
held in the Justice*room of the new 
County-buildings, of the nobility^ 
freeholders, and Justices of the 
Peace, &c., of the county of Edin- 
burgh, for the purpose of voting an 
address to the Prince Regent on 
the present state of the country. 
The Marquis of Lothian, Lord Lieu- 
tenant of the county, was called to 
*thc chair. The Earl of Morton then 
rose, and said, that very few words 
would be necessary in introducing 
the resolutions and address whicn 
he should have the honour to pro- 
pose for the adoption of the meet- 
ing. They were hot jiSvSemhicd for 
the purpose of debatni^nnty^^pflfty 
question. Tlie essential question 
which they were now called upon 
to consider was, whether any vestige 
was to remain of the British consn- 
fiition, of tljnt constitution wh^h 
we inlieritcd from our fo re ftit hers, 
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which had raised the country to such 
a high station among the nations of 
Europe, and which he felt confident 
they were all ready*to maintain with 
heart and hand. The country was 
placed in a peculiar situation. We 
had been engaged in a war which, 
for extent, duration, and the inve- 
teracy of the enemy with whom we 
had contended, was perfectly unex- 
ampled. In the course of this con- 
test our efforts had been great, and 
the effects were such, as might have 
been expected. Greai; part of tthe 
population had in this arduous strug- 
gle been drawn into the army and 
navy; and our commerce had also 
thriven beyond all expectation and 
example, so that a greater propor- 
tion of our people had been thrown 
into the manufacturing line ; all 
which causes contributed to aggra- 
vate the effects uniformly produced 
by a transition from war to peace, 
lie believed the people were natural- 
ly loyal and well-disposed ; but that 
the disposition to sedition, which 
had broken out more than twenty 
years ago, was not totally extinct, 
and that designing men had taken 
advantage of the pressure of the 
times to disseminate impracticable 
schemes of reform, and to poison the 
minds of the lower classes, already 
too ripe for mischief. There was 
one peculiarity attending the present 
spirit totally unexampled. In all 
our former political disputes, reli- 
gion till now had never been attack- 
ed, but blasphemy and impiety were 
now openly disseminated ; and there 
was not a man present who did not 
owe it to his God as well as hiaf 
cduHojr repress and counteract 
the mischievous effects of these 
atheistical principles. In this county 
Iiappily, if such a spirit did exist, it 
Wad not dared to show itself. It 
was peculiarly incumbent on this 
ineetiiJg to set a strong example, by 


expressing their decide^jt abhorrence 
of these impious doctrines. He 
trusted that on this point 'they were 
all agreed ; and also that this was 
the proper time tq, make a public 
declaration of their attachment to 
the coTistitution, ’ if they wished 
longer to enjo 3 yts blessings. The 
resolutions, seconded by Sir John 
Hope, were then put and carried 
unanimously. On the question be- 
ing put for agreeing to the addresc, 

^ Mr Jeffrey said, he egreeU in^Vc*^ 
sentiment expressed in the address ; 
and he was even, if possible, more 
anxious for the success of the ob- 
jects to which it pointed than the 
noble mover. In this spirit, he would 
humbly submit to their considera- 
tion, not an amendment, not an ob- 
jection, but an addition to the ad- 
dress, every word of which he warm- 
ly approved of. It was fitting and 

K er that such sentiments should 
^pressed ; there could not be a 
more proper time or occasion for ex- 
pressing them ; gnd be felt as strong- 
ly impressed as any one as to the ne- 
cessity of making a declaration to 
this effect even in stronger terffis. 
But at the same time it was not the 
only proper object of this meeting 
to inform their Sovereign of their 
feelings of loyalty and attachment. 
Their object in meeting was not 
alone the transmission of these sen- 
timents to the ear of the Prince Re- 
gent, which any individual might 
transmit in a private letter to the 
Secretary of State. They met for 
the sake of the public : they met in 
the face «if day, to proclainraloud, in 
peril and in public anxiety, their at- 
tachment to the constitution, to en- 
courage the loyal and well-disposed, 
and to deter and intimidate design- 
ing and malicious persons, by show- 
ing them that the wcll-aft'ectcd were 
at their posts. Their great object 
was to repel those asso/’iations of 
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wickedness aijd of crime^ which they 
all deprecated. This must be the 
sentiment oT ail present — to encou- 
rage the well affected, and to re- 
press the factious^^nd the turbulent. 
To effect this object he would hum- 
bly submit, that something mQ^e was 
required than the wqrds of the ad- 
dress. It could not^have escaped 
observation that there was abroad a 
spirit of discontent and disaffection 
.to AheJaovernnrjent, and to those es- 
»3^hich form part of our 
political system. But it would be* 
rash to suppose that all those who 
attended the late meetings were the 
decided enemie.s of the constitution. 
He was convinced that out of the 
disaflected population, 99 in 100 
were misled by lies and delusions : 
they were inflamed, instigated, and 
goaded on to a momentary and un- 
natural state of irritation ; and it was 
a most important part of our duty to 
conciliate and reclaim the deluded, 
to intimidate the designing, and to 
guard ourselves against their dange- 
rous emissaries. V\ith tin's view 
something should be added to the 
addfess to show that the higher 
classes were not indifferent to the 
distresses of the people, but that they 
really felt for their sufferings. Their 
great object ought to be, to strength- 
en themselves against the really dis- 
affected. It was their most impera- 
tive duty, by gentleness^^to detach 
from the enemy all their unnatural 
allies ; to strengthen their own ranks, 

■ by reclaiming those who iverc se- 
duced from them ; and if they were 
to fight agninst the reformerl, if the 
strength of the two parties was ever 
to be brought into actual collision, 
it was their duty, by gentle treat- 
ment, to thin the ranks of the enemy, 
before they advanced Jto the conflict. 
Every one must see that the country 
was in a state of great danger, and it 
wa^ to assi;yt in warding it oft', that 


he had been induced to leave his 
private sphere of action, and to HR 
up his voice at this meeting in de- 
fence of the sacrod interests of the. 
constitution. He would propose an 
addition to the address in this spirit, 
and he thought this more especially 
necessary, on account of certain mea- 
sures that had been adopted^ and 
certain steps that had been taken, 
by persons in authority, as to the 
merits of which he deprecated ^11 
discussion at pj^sent. Certain it 
was, however, that these transactions 
had given rise to dissension ; they 
had divided those who ought to be 
united, and had given a handle to 
the enemies of the constitution. 
They appeared to offer encourage- 
ment to rash and dangerous mea- 
sures, and indicated a disposition to 
deal beyond the law, and to discoun- 
tenance the subject in the exercise 
of his constitutional rights. The 
addition he proposed to make cau- 
tiously avoided any reference to 
these points ; nor had he, in the 
want of sufficient *evideoce, formed 
any decided opinion as to these 
transactions, although they were dif- 
ferently viewed by persons of un- 
questioned loyalty. Mr Jeffrey then 
proceeded to read the addition he 
proposed to the address. The a- 
mendment expressed the sympathy 
of the meeting for the distresses of 
Ihe lower orders ; and while it urged 
the necessity of counteracting the 
designs of the evihdisposed, who 
took advantage of these distresses to 
drive the people to measures only 
calculated to increase their miseries, 
c3tprcssed a hope thAt, in so doing, 
every degree of conciliatiwrrwhvfnh 
be employed ; that there would be 
no unnecesi^ary use of force ; and 
that every practicable retrenchment 
should be adopted, in order to light-* 
en’ the burdens of the working^ 
classes. The meeting would jtidge 
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of tilt} iliflbrent propositions vfhich 
he had submitted to them. The 
great object of his anxiety was to 
conciliate the lower orders ; and this 
addition Vould do away the impres- 
sion that the higher classes were in- 
different to the rights of their fellcAv- 
citiaens, or that they looked upon 
them® with* a grudging eye. The 
tone of his propositions was just ^nd 
reasonable. They might have allu- 
sions, they miglit contain monitory 
cautions, and refci'*‘'nces to transac- 
tions of a questionablo nature. *(Ge* 
ncral cries of “ Hear^ hcarJ*^) He 
had no wish to evade or to deny this 
—he did not wish to mince the mat- 
ter— 'they alluded unquestionably to 
the transactions at Manchester, al- 
though, in stating that no encourage- 
ment should be given to the unne- 
cessary use of force, he had no wish 
to prejudge the question ; because 
he did not know what information 
his Majesty’s (jovernment might be 
possessed of which might justify 
those transactional The propositions 
pledged the meeting to no speciffc 
opinion on what had passed. They 
merely contained an expression of 
sympathy for the distresses of the 
people, and a denunciation of the 
unnecessary use of force : and he 
concluded by expressing a hope that 
the meeting would have no scruple 
in adding them to the address pro-, 
posed by the Noble Earl. 

Mr Jeffrey’s amendment being 
seconded by Mr J. A. Murray, 
Lord Rosebery said, he would vote 
in support of the original address, as 
it appeared to him that the same 
spiri^was^at)road which, in 1793,*had 
sniiUcfi'Wi institutions of tlie coun- 
try. The attacks of tiie disaffected 
were now levelled against Christiani- 
ty • and to discountenance these, it 
was the sincere impression of his 
^ind, that the original address was 
imptk-iously called for. He regret- 


ted extremely differing with those 
whose sentiments, generally, he was 
in the habit of approving; but he 
must follow the line of conduct 
which duty prescribed to him. — Mr 
Gibson of ingliston, said, that it 
was satisfaeWry to observe, that 
there was no difference of opinion 
on the essentia point of standing by 
the constitution of the country ; the 
only question was, how that consti- 
tution could be best sunpjjned — 
whether by conciliatk^i^'br byltTf:^;.^ 
He approved of the amendment, 
and he would not attempt to weaken 
what had been so well said in sup- 
port of it. Alluding to the measures 
which had been adopted in this 
quarter for the relief of the poople, 
he did not sec that they could be 
wrong in ''recommending that those 
measures of conciliation which had 
been adopted with such happy effect 
here, should be followed out in the 
general system. He then warmly 
eulogised the conduct of the Magis- 
trates of Glasgow, «for the mildness 
and conciliation with which they 
had treated the people, and recom- 
mended the same conciliatory line 
to the Executive Government. — Sir 
George Clerk could not have antici- 
pated the want of unanimity where 
it was so desirable. He could 
not help expressing his astonish- 
ment at hearing any allusion intro- 
duced to /.he transactions at Man- 
chester. The question they were 
discussing was not a party one: it 
was, whether wo should be delivered 
over to the horrors of anarchy. 
One learned gentleman had amused 
them with specious sophistry; but 
the gentleman who spoke last had 
thrown off the mask, lie spoke out 
distinctly. What had the transac- 
tions at Manchester, or the dismis- 
sal of Earl Fitzwilliara, to do with 
the business of this meeting? Par- 
liament and the Courts of L^w were . 
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the proper Qlaccs to decide on these- 
For Ills party destitute as they were 
of all iniorniation, Ite wondered they 
could be introduced with a grave 
face. The greq^ body of the people 
he believed, were attached to their 
King and country and the blas- 
phemous publications which had 
been circulated, h^d happily not 
produced very extensive enects. He 
deeply deplored the distresses of the 
manid^turing districts : but to a- 
tne iitt«^diucnt would rathe/ 
be injurious to their infercst*?. It 
therefore met with his dccidcti op- 
position, and he hi)ped to see the o- 
riginal address carried witliout one 
dissenting voice. — Mr James Stuart 
expressed his strong attachment to 
the constitution, and his hostility to 
the doctrines of radical reform. He 
concurred in the propriety of hold- 
ing such meetings, and voting such 
addresses; but he did not see how 
it could tend to strengthen Go- 
vernment not to tell them .the truth. 
Mr Stuart then«advcvted to the ques- 
tion of Parliamentary reform, when 
he wfls called to order by the chair. 

concluded with stating, that he 
did not believe blasphemous pamph- 
lets were disseminated in this county. 
In the county with which he was con- 
nected, he made a point to stop e- 
very liawkcr he met, and he general- 
ly found their stock of books to con- 
sist of the Evangelical Magazine^ Her- 
vey^s Meditations^ and the publica- 
tions of the Religious Tract Societ}'. 
— Mr J. A. Murray regretted to in- 
trude himself on the attention of the 
meeting but requestedi thftir indul- 
gence for some obicrvations as to that 
part of his learned friend’s amend- 
ment wliich had been misunderstood, 
he would not. say wilfully misrepre- 
sented. He rejoiced to find that 
there was not a shadow of dilference 
in the meeting on the great ques- 
, tipns that inspected the constitution. 


The crisis was unquestionably one of 
deep importance; and he would cor- 
dially approve of a loyal address from 
this county. . Dut as that address 
contained their opinion oh the state 
of the nation, he could not sec the 
propriety of witWiolding the most 
important part of that opinion. Prin- 
ciples of the highest importance 
sh^tuld be made known ; and their 
being debated in Parliament was no 
reason why they should refrain from 
expressing their opinion, lie then 
read dilForcnt passages of the amend- 
ment, on which he commented with 
great animation. Mr Murray express- 
ed his surprise that the meeting had 
been called on so short a notice, and 
concluded with stating, that in what 
he had said he was impelled by an 
imperious sense of duty, but was ac- 
tuated by no feeling of animosity to 
those who were of different senti- 
ments. The original address was 
then carried by a great majority. 

20. Insuruection in Santa 
Maura. — In September last, an im- 
post was laid on the flocks and herds, 
which arc verynumerous in the moun- 
tainous parts of Santa Maura, Cc- 
phalonia, and Zantc. The experi- 
ment of this financial measure having 
been made on the first of these isl- 
ands, the country people remon- 
strated with the local authorities; 
but before redress could be obtain- 
ed, an insurrection began in the vil- 
lage of Sfachiotes, and soon spread 
through the rest of the island ; the 
people opposed the collectors of cus- 
toms, whose chief. Signor Siciliano, 
was killed. Military force having 
been sent from the gar;;i son, t he in- 
surgents on the 3d instanfpnSceeSed 
towards the city. Major Stovin, the 
Uritisli Commandant, with part of the 
garrison, took up a position on thg 
hill that commands the main road, 
w’ilh a view to protect the town ; and 
on the approach of the insurgflils, a 
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regular action took place, in which 
it IS said that thirteen men were kill- 
ed, and several wounded on both 
sides. Major Stovjn having retired 
with his detachment to the fortress, 
in order to secure it, the country 
people entered the town, and assail- 
ed and burnt the houses of those per- 
sons who were known to have sup- 
ported the new tax. Sir Thomas 
Maitland being absent from the isl- 
ands when the news of the affair 
reached Corfu, Sir Frederick Adam 
sent 350 men, with artillery, to {)an. 
ta Maura. This reinforcement not 
proving sufficient, a second was sent 
in haste, and hopes are entertained 
that with its assistance the insurrec- 
tion will be quelled. There are some 
apprehensions that the same spirit 
may manifest itself in other islands, 
particularly in Zanle andCephalonia, 
the inhabitants of which might make 
a stand in their mountains for along 
time. 

26. Huruicane in Barrapoes. — 
This island, which escaped the hur- 
ricane in September, so fatal to some 
of the neighbouring islands, was vi- 
sited last month by a similar calamity. 
I'he storm is described as the most 
dreadful that has occurred in the isl- 
and since 1780, the anniversary of 
which was commemorated on the 
llth ult., by a solemn fast. On the 
13th the gale commenced, attended 
with torrents of rain, which coi/-* 
tinned during the whole of the fol- 
lowing day. The evening closed 
with the most terrific appearance, as 
if giving notice of the dreadful havoc 
that was to ensue. The wind and 
the rain increast»d, and the deluge (ff 
wSlvi'^Vdnme so irresistible, that it 
brought down the gully at Bridge- 
town, formed to carry off the freshes 
from tlie country, witli impetuous 
tury, sweeping before it Constitu- 
jion-bridge, and every building in its 
courtc; and soon after, that beauti- 


ful structure, the New-bridge, which 
cost the colony so mucli money, was 
demolished in • an instant. The 
morning of the l/ith dawned upon 
this scene of desolation, the hurri- 
cane con\inuing with unabating fury. 
About jgeven o fclock the appearance 
of the town throughout became dis- 
tressing beyond, description ; the wa- 
ter had risen in the streets to three 
or four feet, and in many places as 
high as five feet ; nothing but con- 
fusion and alarm app^v 
lamilics were seeking protection and 
security in other quarters. Men 
were seen wading up to their middles 
protecting their wives and children ; 
the servants conveying w’hat proper- 
ty they were able to carry, ^but 
scarcely knowing whither to turn 
with it. The hurricane terminated 
at six on the evening of the 15tli, A 
complete detail of the injury the isl- 
and has sustained cannot be given, 
as the particulars of the state of the 
interior had not all been collected 
when the accounts egme aivay. The 
plantations have more or less felt the 
effects of the wind among their build- 
ings, some of which have been blown 
down, and others unroofed ; the ne- 
gro houses, as far as could be ascer- 
tained, have been mostly destroyed. 
The canes on some estates have been 
torn up by the roots, and in others 
levelled with the ground. Among 
the plantations more particularly 
injured, are Ashbury, Bennett^s, 
Duke’s, Pilgrim, Belgrove, and 
Grove’s estates; but it is believed 
that not a single spot on the island 
has whqjly pscaped. In a division of 
the parish of Sl^ Andrew, called 
Scotland, there was scarcely a small 
house left standing, and the plantain 
trees were nearly all destroyed. At 
Forstcr-hall estate, near Joe’s-river, 
some singular and awful phenomena 
occurred. Several of the buildings 
sunk under the earthy and were 
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totally destroyed ; and a house, 
where a ^Tock of sheep and some 
cattle w6re lodged, was swallowed 
up and entirely lost. A wood ad- 
joining, suddenly moved down to 
the spot where Forster-lfall build- 
ings stood ; a field<of youpg canes 
took possession of a spot where a 
field of potatoes «had been, and 
which slid into the sea. A sinking 
of the earth occurred in other 
parts of the island; the dwelling 
in the parish of St 
l*homas, gave way, and •was nearfy 
buried in the earth ; the family had 
fortunately quitted it. SpeightV 
town has suffered considerably ; and 
Irish-town, it is said, is completely 
joined with the sea. The damage 
among the shipping was consider- 
able; but several vessel^were able, 
by taking measures of precaution, 
suggested by the appearance of the 
atmosphere before the hurricane 
commenced, to ride it out in safety. 
No return had been obtained of the 
number of livc% lost j but it was ima- 
gined, under all the circumstances 
of' this dreadful calamity, that it 
was smaller than might have been 
expected. 

27. Count Itterberg. — The 
heir of the ill-fated Gustavus, Ex- 
King of Sweden, recently arriv- 
ed in Edinburgh, where he is to re- 
side for several months, with a view 
to the furtherance of ^ his educa-* 
tion. The title he assumes is that 
given at the head of this article. 
He isaccoinpanied by Baron Porlier. 
He is a young man of nineteen or 
twenty, and is of a manly antf modest 
address. Count Itterberg is nephew 
to the Einperor Alexander. 

28. Kiom. — At the Court of As- 
sizes of this place two of the assas- 
sins of Nismes, Servant and Tru- 
ph6my, have been found guilty, the 
former of having, on the 20th of 
October 1815, murdered Lichairc, 
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an inhabitant of Nismes ; and the 
latter. Lieutenant Bourillon, a pro- 
testant of the same place. The 
court of Cassation has confirmed the 
verdict against Servant, but set aside 
that against Truphemy, on the 
ground that one of the twelve jufors 
being absent on the day of trial,,his 
place had been supplied bym sup- 
plementary juryman, without the ex- 
press consent of the accused, as 
provided by the law. 

29. Oldh A y Inquest. — By a de- 
cision of the Court of King’s Bench, 
of this date, the whole proceedings 
in this inquest have been declared 
altogether irregular from its incep- 
tion to its conclusion, and, therefore, 
null and void. The Court stated, 
that they felt the less reluctance in 
coming to this conclusion, from the 
tampering and irregularities that 
had taken place, and from the con- 
viction that no hindrance would 
thereby be given to public justice. 

The Navy.— T he following is a 
correct return of ships building, and 
ordered to be built, in the several 
dock-yards, with the number of guns 
they arc intended to carry : — 


gunsl 



giinsk 


Deptford. 

...of. 60 j^iins 

46 

28 

J 10 sips. 

I 2 bombs. 

Pembroke. 

2 of. 84 guns 

6 43 

2 28 

4 10 sips. 

I bomb 
cifttcr. 


WdhTwicii. ' * 

I of. 84 guns 
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Portsmouth. Sheernsss* 

J,* 2 sloops of 10 guns. 

46— 

2 *28 2 of. 84 guns 

1 20— — |l 74 — 

8 lOslps.jl 46 — ^ 

Total.— 15 of 120 guns, 1 of 106, 

2 of 1(M?, 8 of 84., 1 of 80, 6 of 74., 
5 of 60, 1 of 50, 29 of 46, IS of 2?, 

1 of 20, 22 sloops of 10, 6 bombs, 

2 cutters — Grand Total, lOO. 


DpCEMBEll. 

4. Windsor Bulletin. — His Ma- 
jesty’s disorder has undergone no al- 
teration. His Majesty was indispo- 
sed for two days a fortnight since, 
but has now recovered his ordinary 
bodily health, which is good consi- 
dering his great age. 

6. Execution of State Crimi- 
nals AT Constantinople. — The 
following is an extract of a letter from 
a respectable firm, dated Constanti- 
nople, October 25. ; — “ On the 16th 
t..e two elder Duzoglics were behead- 
ed at the Seraglio gates, and two o- 
thers, a brother and a cousin, hung 
at the door of one of their country 
lunises on the Bosphorus, On the 
17th the head of Apturaman Bey, 
(late Director of the Mint) who* 
had been sent into exile with a 
pension of fJ0,000 piastres, was 
bro^nght to town and placed by the 
two first mentioned, where they re- 
main hI three days. On the 23d, 
ane'per of the Duzoglies, who had* 
been* i bsent on account of bad health, 
ua^ brought in, and of course placed 
ill coufinemeiU. Nothing has yet 
b^cn done with respect to the other 
parties implicated ; but there can be 
nor doubt that, as soon as every thing 


is confessed and recovered, to which 
it is said they have been enforced by 
torture, the same' fate is reserved for 
them. The property found in Duzog- 
lies’ possession, andjwhatwas disco- 
vered elsewhere, exceeds credibility ; 
and wha* has been sold brings prices 
far beyond the original cost ; for the 
Government forces the rich bankers 
and other royahs to attend ; and what 
the Turkish nobles do not want for 
themselves, is knocked down t(j thc.n 
at any rates they please ■ J^hetrr 
that thirty =to forty horses sold for 
150,000 piastres, and the women’s 
dresses alone produced 900,000 pias- 
tres, as I have been assured by per- 
sons who were present, it would be in 
vain to offer a guess at the produce of 
the immense stock of jowcllLry, gold 
and silver dishes, furniture, &c., which 
latter is of the most magnificent and 
costly kind ; but if the demands of the 
Government amount to more than 
10,000,000 of piastres, it may be fairly 
inferred that they have recovered that 
sum eight fold ; for, independent- 
ly of the property of the Duzoglies, 
(or rather of the public in general) the 
parties now under arrest were possess- 
ed of great wealth ; and the Turk at 
the head of the Mint, who was son-in- 
law to Chelebee Eftendi, was reputed 
to have 40,000,000. A great number 
of families have been ruined by this 
event, they having placed their funds 
at interest in the hands of the Duzog- 
lies, and there is hardly a respectable 
dealer in jewellery in the place who 
is not implicated, cither fwr property 
sold, or intrusted to them for sale, the 
whole of<’ which has fallen* into the 
hands of Government, and is selling 
oft* by public auttion. When indivi- 
duals under foreign protection have 
seen and claimed their property whilst 
under the hammer, can get no redress, 
you may judge what chance remains 
to the poor royahs.” 
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9. Second Meeting at Hunslet- 
Moor. — A m%etiiig was held this day 
upon Huns^et-moor, .in pursuance of 
a notice issued by the Secretary of the 
Leeds Union Society for Parliamen- 
tary Reform, to fake into considera- 
tion the present state ^f the (jpuntry, 
and the propriety of presenting a pe- 
tition or remonstrance^ to the Prince 
Regent, against the Jaws now in pro- 
gress through Parliament, affecting 
thi^rights of the people. The meet- 
ing 7^. numerous than that 

which had been held in ^his placd 
previous to the fatal 16th of August, 
probably owing to the apprehensions 
which were generally entertained that 
the proceedings would be interrupted 
by magisterial or military interference, 
and which apprehension the assurance 
of the Mayor had not l^pcn made 
known sufficiently wide to allay. The 
meeting, when most numerous, did 
not consist of more than 2,000 per- 
sons. 

15. Mr Hobiiouse. — The follow- 
ing arc the circumstances attending 
the^arrest of Mr Ilobhbuse, in consc- 
iJuencJTrl' the House of Commons ha- 
ving declared liim guilty of a breach 
of privilege, in publishing some offen- 
sive remarks on the members: Mr 
Mobhouse, with his friend Mr M. 
Rruce, was at No. 1, in New Street, 
Spring (hardens, about six o’clock 
this evening, when a messenger of the 
House of Commons, actinias deputy 
serjeant at arms, made his appearance, 
and produced the Speaker’s warrant 
as his authority for taking Mr Hob- 
house into custody. Mr Hobiiouse 
said, he coiijsidered the warraij^t to b» 
* illegal, and the tribunal, which had 
condemned him unheai»d, and in his 
absence, to ‘be also illegal; and that 
he refused to obey the warrant. The 
messenger replied, that he had brought 
a force with him to execute the war- 
rant, and the men were in the house. 
Mr Hobhouse desired him to carry 


back his refusal to the Speaker ; 
but the messenger said he could not 
quit him. “ Then,” replied Mr 
Hobhouse, “ you must use force, 
for I will subnfiit to notlimg else.” 
Two other messengers soon after 
ngidc their appearance ; when the 
first messenger, laying his hand on 
Mr Hobhouse, said, “ You ate my 
prisoner.” Mr Hobhouse then re- 
lied, “ 1 must submit to force, but 
protest against this illegal seizure, 
and desireyou inform the Speaker 

ther^cof.” Hobhouse was im- 

mediately taken to Newgate, by two 
of the messengers, in a hackney 
coach. 

15. Cookt-Mautial on Surgeon 
Stokoe. — At a Court-martial held 
on board his Majesty’s ship Con- 
tjiieroTf in St Heleiia-roads, on the 
30th day of August, and continued 
till the 2d of September, to try Mr 
John Stokoe, surgeon of the said 
ship, for improper conduct with re- 
gard to certain particulars relative 
to his intercourse with the French 
prisoners detained at the island of 
St Helena, and on the following 
charges : — 1st, For having, on or a- 
bout the I7lh of January last, when 
permitted, or ordered, by Rear-Ad- 
miral Flampin, Commander in (Miicf 
of his MajcvSty’s ships and vessels at 
the Cape of Good Hope, and the 
seas adjacent, &c., to visit Long- 
Vood, for tlie purpose of affording 
medical assistance to General Ruo- 
napartc, then represented as being 
dangerously ill, communicated with 
the said General or his attendants, 
upon subjects not at ^11 connected 
with medical advitft^, contrary to 
standing orders in force* ftyr lAi-e go- 
vernment of his Majesty’s naval of- 
ficers at St Helena : 2d, For having, 
on or about the said day, on re- 
ceiving communications, both in* 
writing and verbally, from some ol^ 
the French prisoners at Long^wood, 
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taken notice of, and given an an- 
swer to, such communications, pre- 
vious to uiaking the same known to 
the Commandcr-in-Chief, contrary 
to the said standing Order ; E'or 
having, in pursuance of such un- 
authorised communication, signed a 
paper, pun)orting to be a bulletin of 
Cveiieral Ruonaparte*s health, and 
delivered the same to ihc said Ge- 
neral or his attendants, contrary to 
the said orders, and to his duty as a 
British naval ollicer : 4th, For 
having, in such bulletin, stated facts 
relative to the health of General 
Buonaparte, which did not fall under 
his, the said Mr John Stokoe’s, 
own observation, and which, as he 
afterwards acknowledged, were dic- 
tated or suggested to him by the 
said General, or his attendants, and 
for having signed the same as if ho 
had himself witnessed the said facts, 
which was not the truth, and was in- 
consistent with his character and 
duty as a British naval officer : 5th, 
For having, in the said bulletin, in- 
serted in the following paragraph : 
— “ The more alarming symptom is 
that which was experienced in the 
night of the l(3th, a recurrence of 
which may soon prove fatal, parti- 
cularly if medical assistance is not 
at hand,” intending thereby, con- 
trary to the character and duty of 
a British officer, to create a false 
impression, or belief, that Genera* 
Buonaparte was in imminent or con- 
siderable danger, and that no medi- 
cal assistance was at hand, he, the 
said Ml* John Stokoc, not having 
witnessed ai:\y such symptom, and 
knowing that the state of the patient 
was urgent, that he was four 

hours at Longwood before he was 
admitted to sec him, and further 
knowing that Dr Verling was at 
band, and ready to attend, if re- 
quired, in any such emergency: 

For having, Contrary to his 


duty, communicated to General 
Buonaparte, or his attendants, in- 
formation relative to certain books, 
letters, and papers, said to have been 
sent from Europe for the said per- 
sons, and whicli bad been intercept- 
ed by Ric Gov,ernor of St Helena, 
and for having conveyed to the said 
General or his^ttendants, some in- 
formation respecting their money 
concerns, contrary to his duty, which 
was to afford medical advice only : 
7th, For having, hi^ 

duty, and. to the character of a Bri- 
tish naval officer, communicated to 
the said General Buonaparte or his 
attendants, an infamous and calum- 
nious imputation cast upon Lieut.- 
General Sir Hudson Lowe, Gover- 
nor of St Helena, by Barry O’Meara, 
late a suigcon in the Royal Navy, 
implying that Sir H. Lowe had prac- 
tised with the said O’Meara to in- 
duce him to put an end to the ex- 
istence of the said General Buona- 
parte : 8th, For having disobeyed 
the positive command of his supe- 
rior officer, in not returning from 
Longwood on or about the ^loc'of 
January aforesaid, at the hour espe- 
cially prescribed to him by the Rear- 
Admiral, there being no justifiable 
cause for bis disobeying such com- 
mand ; 9th, For having, knowing- 
ly and wdlfully, designated General 
Buonaparte, in the said bulletin, in 
a manner different from that in which 
he is designated in the Act of Par- 
liament for the better custody of his 
person, and contrary to the practice 
of his Majesty’s Government, of the 
Xieuteaant-Gen. Govern,or of the 
island, and of the said Rear-Ad- 
miral, and fon having done so at the 
special instance and rc(}uest of the 
said General Buonaparte or his at- 
tendants, though he, the said Mr 
John Stokoe, well knew that the 
mode of designation was a point in 
dispute between the said General 
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Buonaparte and Lieut.-Gcneral Sir 
H. Lojvire and the British Govern- 
ment} and that By acceding to the 
wish of the said General Buonaparte, 
he, the saidtMr John jStokoc, was 
acting in opposition to the wish and 
practice of his ovi^n superior officers, 
and to the respect which he owed 
to them under thlh general printed 
instructions : lOtli, For having, in 
the whole of his conduct in the 

• agjr;' •;dd transactions, evinced a 

• dispositiOirto thwart the intentions 
and regulations of the* said Gover- 
nor, and of the said Rear-Admiral, 
and to further the views of the 
French prisoners, in furnishing them 
with false or colourable pretences 
for complaint, contrary to the re- 
spect which he owed to his superior 
officers, and to his ovili duty as an 
officer in his Majesty ^s Royal Navy. 
— The Court having heard the evi- 
dence in support of the charges, as 
well as what the prisoner had to of- 
fer in his defence, and .having con- 
sidered the SfholeAvith the most mi- 

attention, is of opinion, that 
his condCtCt (with respect to certain 
particulars relative to his intercourse 
with the French prisoners detained 
at St Helena) being improper, is 
proved; that the 1st charge is pro- 
ved ; that the 2d charge is proved ; 
that the 3d charge is proved ; that 
the 4th charge is proved ; that tlin 
5th charge is proved ; that the 6th 
charge is proved ; that the 7th charge 
is proved ; that the 8th charge is 
proved ; that on the 9th charge it is 
proved, he called Gener|iL Buona- 
parte “The patient that the l(Jlh 
charge is proved. The Court do 
therefore adjudge tlie said Mr John 
Stokoe to be dismissed his Majesty’s 
service ; but in consideration of his 
long services, recommend him to the 
consideration of the Admiralty for 
half pa^^ Signed by the president, 
Captain •Sianfcll, and Captains 


Wauchope, G. Rennie, Sir W. S. 
Wiseman, Bart, and J. H. Plumb- 
ridge ; as also by the Judge Advo- 
cate. . • 

Miss O’Neill. — On’ the morning 
of this day, William Wrixon Bcchcr, 

’ Esq., a gentleman of very consider- 
able property, and the representative 
for Mallow in Parliament, lEd to the 
•liymeneai altar the lovely and emi- 
nently-accomplished Miss O’Neill, 
with whose virtues and talents the 
public arc swwcll acquainted. The 
ceremony w»is performed at Kilfane- 
church, by the Hon. and Rev. the 
Dean of Qssory. The happy pair 
are to remain a few days at Kilfane'* 
house, the hospitable mansion of 
John Power, P'sq., after which they 
proceed to the Dean of Lismorc’s, 
on their way to the seat of Mr 
Beelier, in the county of Cork. 

22. Tjual of Kinloch of Km- 
LocH, ron Sedition. — 'I'he High 
Court of Justiciary met this day for 
the trial of George Kinloch of Kin- 
loch, on a charge of sedition, found- 
ed on a speech made by him at a 
meeting of Radicals held at Dundee, 
where be presided. Having failed 
to appear, sentence of outlawry was 
pronounced against him, and the 
bail-bond granted for bis appear- 
ance forfeited. The Lord Justice- 
Clcrk thanked the Jury for their at- 
tendance; and although he regret- 
ted the trouble to which they had 
been put in attending when no trial 
had taken place, he trusted they 
must be satisfied that it was not ow- 
ing to any fault of the public prose- 
cutor, who had dorib his duty. His 
Lordship then said, thjjit he hoped the 
Crown counsel would taSe most espe- 
cial care that this individual should 
not be permitted to remain anywhere 
within these realms without beigg 
brought to trial for the very serious 
charge which.had been preferred aa- 
gainst him. The Solicitor-Cjcneral 
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stated, that he hoped it was unneces- 
sary for him to say, that the Lord 
Advocate, and those who were bound 
to concur with him in the discharge 
of their public duty, would use every 
exertion to convince the public that 
the law was inflexible in its course, 
and would be administered with the 
same impartiality to this individual, 
as to the meanest of his Majesty*?, 
subjects. 

23 . — In the Court of King’s Bench, 
Lord llanclagh was found guilty of 
having applied several eftensivc epi- 
thets to Counsellor Adolphus, for 
the purpose of provoking him to fight 
a duel. The circumstances of this 
case arose out of a late trial at the 
Middlesex sessions. 

24?. Sir Guegor M'Gregou. — 
The Jamaica papers contain a narra- 
tive of another expedition by Mac- 
Gregor, which failed, no less dis- 
gracefully than that of Porto Bello. 
The present relation is signed by a 
few oi’ the surviving victims of an ill- 
judged attack upon llio dela Haclie, 
a town of New Granada, to the 
westw^ard of the Gulf of Maracaybo. 
With two hundred men, the rem- 
nant of more than one thousand two 
hundred brave English soldiers, who 
had mostly perislied through hunger 
or disease, M‘Grcgor sailed from 
Aux Cayes for the above-mentioned 
ISpanish town. Tlie place was gain- 
ed, though witli the loss of nearly 
one-thirdof our unfortunate countr}’^- 
mcn, — and lost after a very few days ; 
when hardly one of them escaped 
the edge of the sword. The com- 
mander- in-cliief remained un board 
his ship until after tlie first action 
ended, and betook himself to sea a- 
gain before the second began: ne- 
ver having seen blood drawn, nor 
heard a shot fired throughout the 
whole expedition. Eight officers, 
including Colonel Norcott, who lia‘d 
hithelto bravely headed the troops, 


abandoned their unworthy,, leader at 
Rio de la Hache, and published the 
statement to which we refer, as a 
protest against the conduct of Mac- 
Gregor, and an exposyre of his cha- 
racter and pretensions to the world. 

28. SlN'SULAR kFFAIR AtLeEDS. 
— A strong sensation has been oc- 
casioned in this Town, by the dis- 
covery of a human being who has 
been incarcerated in chains Jn the 
house of his parents for m^^ards> 
of ^fifteen years. On cbnesday.- 
last, the mother of this unfortunate 
young man, whose name is Benjamin 
Sun*, applied to the committee of 
the Leeds workhouse, stating that 
she w^as in want of relief for her son, 
who was not of sound mind. The 
committee, on investigating the case, 
found that the family belonged to 
another township, and referred her 
to the overseers of that place. On 
the following day, the old w^oman 
had a fatal accident : while walking 
in the strce.ts, she came upon a piece 
of icc, and falling backward, frac- 
tured her skull so dreadfully,^ 
after languishing till^fridr.^ hlie ex- 
pired. One of the neighbours, moV- 
ed by her situation, went into the 
house, the door of which was usual- 
ly locked, and after rendering the 
last offices to her remains, walked in- 
to ilie cellar to wash her hands. 
While in that situation, she heard a 
moan as from a human voice, and on 
examination she found that it pro- 
ceeded from an object, so neglected 
and destitute, that it was difficult to 
say whether he was of the liuman or 
the brutc^species. This discovery was 
communicated to the neighbours, 
and a considerable numb(;r of per- 
sons assembled round the house, 
which is situated at the Black Bank ; 
but John Surr, the father of the fa- 
mily, had locked the door and refu- 
sed to admit any of them. The over- 
seers and constable were then sent 
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for, and promptly attended the sum* 
mons, but •the old man, probably 
from an apprehension of the fury of 
the populace, refusing still to open 
the door, they were obliged to force 
their way into *1116 house.- On ob- 
taining admission, j:hey proceeded 
into the cellar, and here they found 
the unfortunate mai^ squatted under 
the cellar steps, chained by a leg to 
the wall, and in so loathsome a state 
^lat it \^il& evident he had not been 
wasIXu j^ears. “ Sharp misery 
iiad worn him to the boyes a few 
sacks and a little straw served him 
for a bed; his appearance was that 
of a spectre ; and his bones had in 
several places penetrated through 
his skin, which was much excoria- 
ted. As a first step the parish offi* 
cers ordered him to be (aken to the 
workhouse ; and on viewing a com- 
fortable bed which had been prepar- 
ed for him, he exclaimed — What I 
is this for me ? God bless you ! You 
will go to heaven for this!” and 
other expressions of a similar import. 
Sometimes he converses freely, but 
ircijiiCi.t^y^incoherently. There is, 
moreover, a* VJicuity in his look, 
which shows a defect of mind. He 
appears, however, to be perfectly in- 
offensive and tractable, and it is evi- 
dent that he knows and feels the dif- 
ference betwcom his present and his 
late situation. When the young 
man, who seems to be about thirty* 
years of age, was taken *to the work- 
house, his father was taken to the 
prison, and underwent a private exa- 
mination before the Magistrates at 
the Coiyt- house. The roason, 
understand, that was assigned by the 
old man for keeping his unfortunate 


son in the situation in which he was 
found, was, that he was deranged in 
his intellect, and required restraint. 
It also appeared, that the prisoner 
had always maintained a, good cha- 
racter ; and though it is impossible 
to justify his conduct towards his 
son, the nature of his offence was 
not judged to be cognizable by ihc 
law ; it was therefore determined that 
hft should be discharged. 

30. Parisian Statistics. — The 
present population of Paris is esti- 
mated at 714^(X) souls, of whom 
25,tX)0 are rtot domiciliated ; the 
number of houses is about ^^rhSOl, 
containing about 22.5,000 lieartlis or 
families; the mean numl)er of births 
and deaths is about 21,000 : and the 
proportion of male to female births 
is as 25 to 24; of which a tliird part 
are natural children. The city of 
Paris alone pays about a ninth part 
of all the taxes levied on France, or 
about 98 millions of livres, which is 
about 168 livres to each iiidi vidua) ; 
whereas, in the provinces, the ave- 
rage taxes paid by each individual 
arc calculated at 26 or 27 livres. 
The medium annual consumption of 
bread is estimated at 113,S80,00() 
kilogrammes; that of wine at 

870.000 hectares; that of butcher 
meat at 70,000 oxen, 9,000 cows, 
and 78,000 calves ; that of wood at 

1.160.000 slhrs. The amount of 
•pious donations received during the 

first half of the present year has been 
1,897,891 francs; wliile tlrat of the 
spectacles^ for the whole war, has 
been estimated at 5,012, 86(> francs. 
Last year the number of suicides in 
.Paris was 330; cl^rmg this, it has 
just been found to be fil76. . 
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accod:>(TS' of the income of the united kingdom in the 

YEAR ENDING THE 5tli o» APRIL isio. 

t • 


f — r- 

Revenue, distini^uisliiiig the Consolidated Fund, the Annual 
Duties, and the War Taxes. 

Vear ended 
5th April 
1818. 

Year ended 
5ih April 
1819. 

Customs - 

L. 7, 102,371) 

L. 7,580,038 

Excise - -- - - 

10,799,725 

19,058,925 

Stamps - 

0,133,509 

6.373,268 

Post-office - - - - - - 

1, 332,000 


Assessed Taxes - • - - - - - 

0,176,839 

0.135,426 

Land Taxes 

1,187,00.5 

1,179,827 

Miscellaneous « . « • - - - 

467,547 

370,058 

Unappropriated W'ar Duties . - 

59,068 

180,184 

Total Consolidated Fund . - - . - 

39,598,192 

42,235,726 

Annual Duties to i>ay off Bills. 



Customs - 

2,690,409 

2,531,874 

'Excise - - - - - - - 

251,872 

623,047 

Pensions, - - - - - 

- - - 

16 

Total Annual Duties - . - • 

2,941,841 

3,154,937 

Permanent and Annual Duties , . . 

42,540,033 

45,390,663 

War Taxes. 



Excise - - - - - - - 

3,184,950 

3,438,551 

I’roperty _ - , . - - 

1,522,648 

227,349 

Total War Taxes - - -• 

4,707,598 

3,665,900 

Total Revenue, distinguishing the Consolidated Fund, the An- 
nual Duties, and War Taxes - > * 

47,247,031 

49,056,563 

Revenue, distinouishino the Customs and Excise. 

— 


Total produce of Customs, as particularized above 

9,852,848 

10,111,912 

Total produce of Excise, as ditto ... 

20,236,047 

23,120,523 

Stamps, Post-office, Assessed, itroperty, !lnd Land Taxes, Mis- 
cellaneous, and Unappropriated Duties and Pensions, &c. an 
ditto - - • - - - - 

• 

• 

17,158,^36 

15.824,128 

Total Revenue, distinguishing Customs and Excise 

47,247,631 

49,056,563 

Deduct the Receipts upon Property and Unappropriated Wai 
Duties 

1,561,716 

407,5.73 

Total Revenue, exclusive of Property and Unappropriated 
>Var Duties - - - - 

4.5,085,915 

■ . 

48,04 9,0.”0 
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Aft Account of the Excise Duties of Great Britain (exclusive of any Arrears 
received of the War Duty on *Malt^) in the Years and Quatters ending 
the 5th of April 1818 and 1819, showing the Increase or Decrea.^e on earn 
head thereof : — 


Years ended the 5th of April 





1818. 

1819. 

increase. 

' crease. 

Auctions 



U 249,686 

• 267.0^0 

17,384 


Beer 

- . « 


2,333,412 

2,718,018 

384,606 


Bricks ifnd Tiles 

• 


242.529 

319.51H 

77,242 


Candles 

• 

- 

292,771 

299,383 

6,612 


Coffee and Cocoa 



123,790 

110,030 


13,760 

Cider, Perry, and Verjuice 

- 

15,261 

21,418 



Glass 

- 


332,823 

497,611 

I64,7iS*i' 


Hides and Skins 

« V 


579^^58 

615,331 

3ff,l73 

1 

Hops 

* ‘ . 


* 68,912 

107.510 

38,598 


Licenses 



655,818 

685,320 

47,502 


Malt 

• 

. 

1,954,090 

3,006,143 

1,052,05s 


Paper 



436,277 

486,971 

50,694 


Printed Goods 

• 

- 

298,673 

433.902 

135,229 


Salt 

. 


1,444,618 

1,518,498 

73,860 


Soap 



912,979 

845,627 


67,352 

„ • V ? British 
*’?*"•* i Foreign 

. 

* 

2,714,753 

3,210,959 

496,206 


• 

. 

2,013,995 

2,P59,922 

14.5,927 


Starch 

- 


27.630 

51,241 

23,611 


Stone Bottles 

- 

- 

527 

2, .374 

2,047 


Sweets 

- 


9,490 

15,248 

5,758 


'fca 



2,904,822 

3,097,746 

192,924 


Tobacco and Siiuff 



1,471,339 

1,470,692 

647 

Vinegar 

- 

- 

36.527 

’ 42,326 

5,799 


Wine 



1,128,665 

1,137,311 

• 8,646 


Wire 

- 

- 

7,486 

7,593 

107 

-.--n 





20,235,631 

23,125,815 

2.971,943 81,759 


Deduct Decrease 

- 

■ 

81,759 


Increase on the year 

- 

2,890,184 






Increase. 

De. 

crease. 

Auctions 

. 

- 

• 57,822 

{3.927 


3,895 

Beer 

- 

- 

576,002 

638.054 

61,992 

Bricks and Tiles 

* 

- 

40,474 

48,532 

8,058 


Candles 

- 

- 

105,692 

101,444 

4,248 

Coffee and Cocoa 



33,075 

29,095 


3,980 

Cider, Perry, and Verjuice 


1,724 

^ 13,381 

11,657 

Glass - • 

- 

- 

117>;69 

• 165,113 

47,444 


Hides and Skins 

• 


•162,520 

172,667 

10,147 


Hops -V 

. 



• 


Licenses 

- 


82,652 

78,764 


3,888 

Malt 

- 


162,014 

166,770 

4,756 


- 

- 

1H),818 

119,945 

127 


Pfinted Goods 

- 


123,372 

1 45,339 

21,967 


Nalt 

• 


424,838 

446,700 

21,862 



- . - 

- 

219,473 

168.508 

50,96.5 
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Quarters ending April 5. 

Increase. 

mm 

• 

1818. 

1819. 

crease. 

5 British 
i Foreign 

912,880 

948,321 

35,441 


495,260 

596,063 * 

100,803 


Starch - • 

9,701 

12,049 

2,348' 


Stone Bottles - . 

101 

582 

481 


Svrects - - ■ * • 

1S«1 

1756 

365 


Pea • • 

805,826 

804,119 


1,707 

Tobacco and Snuflf 

402,936 

416,947 

14,011 

• 

Vinegar 

7,872 

286,6Cfe 

10,180 

2,308 


Wine - • - . 

238,051 

48,552 

Wijo * r"* . 

. 4 

1,970 

1,671 


299 

. ■ 4 . 

• 

5^51,805 

5,377,97^ 

343,707 

117,534 

Deduct Decrease 

‘ 

1 . 

117,534 


Increase on the Quarter 

- 

226,173 



Abstract of the Net Produce of the Revenue of Great Britain^ exclusive of the 
Arrears of War Duty on Mall and Property^ in the Years and Quarters 
ending the 5th of April^lSlS^ and 5th of April 1819, showing the Increase 
or Decrease on each head thereof 



Year ended April 5. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 


1818. 

1819. 

njis, - 

% office . . 

essed Taxes 

ul Taxe*; 

icellaneous ..... 

* 9,852,848 
20,236,047 
6,433,569 
1,332,000 
6,176,839 
1,187,065 
467,547 

10,1 11,912 
23,120,523 
6,373,268 
1,358,000 
6,135,426 
1,179,827 
370,074 

259,064 

2,884,476 

60,301 

41,413 

7,238 

97,473 


45,685,915 

48,619,030 

3,169,510 

206,425 


Deduct Decrease . 

200,425 


#_ 

Increase in the Year , 

2,963,115 




Quarters ended April 5. 


• 




Increase. 

Decrease, 


1818. 

1819. 

Customs f ^ 

^,003,661 

2,119,350 

115,686, 

18,002 

Excise 

5,151,805 

• 5,377,878 

226,0^3 


Stamps . . 

1,588,759 

1,570,757 



I’ost-office 

336,000 

355,000 

l9,0tX) 

• 

Assessed Taxes ..... 

917,414 

835,246 


82,168 

Land Taxes 

178,295 

148,440 


29,855 

Miscellaneous 

73,270 

75,245 

1,975 



10,249,207 

10,481,916 

362,734 

130,025 

• 

Deduct Decrease , . . 

130,025 

• 

• 

Increase in Quar^LT . . 

232,709 

• 
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Income and Charge on ihe Consolidated Fund^ in Quarters^ ended the 
5th of April 181£ 


INCOME. 

Customs - - - L.], 685, 34 

Kxcise . - - - 4,358,55 

Stamps - - - - 1,570,75 

Post-office - . - - 355, OC 

ABsCKsed Taxes - • - 83^,24 

L.and Taxes - - - 148,44 

Mise :lIaneous . - . 75,24 

Unappropriated War Duties - 95,79 

L. 9, 124,38 

To be brought from Supplies, be- 
ing the amount issued out of the 
Consolidated Fund of Ireland, 
for Public Services, in the Ja- 


nuary Quarter, 1819, 

497,31 

Total Income 

L. 9,621,70 

CHAUGE. 

Exchequer Annuities 

L. 23,74 

South Sea Company 

153,45 

Bank, on their Capital 

89,12 

Dividends ... 

5,734,68 

National llebt 

2.5154.69 


CivilXist - - - 257, OC 

Pensions - . _ 116,0C 

Imperial Annuities - - 9,17 

Other Charges - - 179,5€ 

Bank Management - - 252,55 


L. 9,770,00 

Income, as above - 9,621,70 


Deficiency “ T " 148,30 


Deficiency as above - . 1 4t?,S0 

x^uiiCJUiicy UL 5i>iui .laituaijr i 

made gdod by issue of Bills, 
piiid ofl* out of the growing 
produce of the April Qiiarler, 3,364,866 

Bills deposited in the Tellers’ 

Chest, to answer a like amount, 
issued out of the growing pro- 
diie(> Ilf thfk w-tino Oinirter 2.637.000 

Total amount to he provided for 
by Bills charged on the grow- 
ing produce of the July Ciuar- 
lcrl8J9. ^ f:ir.nu;f 
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Abstraa oJUie Net Produce of the Revenue of Great Britain, in the Years 
ending the 5th of July 1817, 5th of July 1818, and5lh of July 
Consolidated Fund, the Annual Duties, and the 
War Taxes, and also distinguishing the Customs and Excise. 


Revenue — D istinguishinpr the CotisolidMted 
Fundp the Annual Duties, and tho Wat 
Taxes. < ^ • 

1 

! • Years ended 5th of 

I 1817. I 1818. 

luly, 

1819. 

Customs ? ^ , 


9,898,556 

7.347*081 

19,115,307 

6,308,177 

1,401,000 

6,184,410 

1,172.184 

320,561 

216,447 

Excise 

f f ooo 

Stamps. 

fost-effice , , 

6,030, 9D7 

i 7eo27f354 
6,443,768 

Afisesset/ ThXos 

Af ooUfVmu 

] ,333,000 
6,169,009 
f 163,621 

jf^and Taxes , • 

1^187,413 

Miscellaneous , , _ 

Unappropriated War Duties 

1,417,755 

517,669 



Total Consolidated Fund 

SiR ROa Al o 

41,175,212 

42,065,167 

Annual Duties to pay off Bills. 


Customs 



3, 152, .326 
634,832 

Excise 

Pensions. &c 

532,744 

A nifi 

^,1:01, d23 
273,961 




16 

Total Annual Duties 

9 

Pi A/SQ 






t>,7o7,174 

Permanent and Annual Duties 

AQ CSiiK 9fifi 



War Taxes# 


»i>,oou,y9o 

4 !if ii} 4 J 

Customs 

KKf: 



Excise ! 



3,436,029 

Property • 






72,910 

Totaf War Tajvt.i 

8,355,079 

4 4R9 ^4k 


Total Revenue, distinguishing the Consol!' 

Ip^OdpOftO 

OyOV/Oj vou 

datcnl Fund, the Annual Duties, and the 

WAV TavOB 


1 


REY£NUE*~distingui6hing the CuBtoms and 

1 ^0y420f3G7 

1 48,053,544 

49,361,280 

Excise. 

Total Produce of Customs, as particularized 
above , 

R ORR 

in nnn tirn 

1 n dAo 4n7 

Ditto of Excise, as ditto 

Oy O 0 1 1 ^ V/ A 

. ^ 21,234,214 

20 017 RK9 

iu,i;uu,07y 
91 1 70 1 1 A 

A a »7f # 

23,186,168 

1 li ft 7 li 7nR 

Ditto of Stamps, Post-oiTice,v Assessed, Pro- 
perty, and Land Taxes, Miscellaneous and 
Unappropriated Duties and Pensions, 
as do 

M pi / 11^ 

1 #7 fl fid 0171 

Total Revenue, distinguishing the Customs 


AOyOO^yUO A 

A iJ^O # tiJO 

and Excise 

50,420,367 

* 6,660.476 

4R nxT liAA 

40 .5ft 1 onn 

Deduct receipt upon Property,* War Duty 

on Malt, and Unappropriated Duties I 

Revenue, exclusive of Property, War Dutyt 
on Malt, and Uiinppropriated Duties | 

• 

1,226, "^84 

A iJpfJU IpdOU 

, 289,357 

43,759,891 

46,806,560 

49,071,923 
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Uevenue— Distinguishing the Consolidated 
Fund, the Annual Duties, and the War 
Taxes. 


Quartera ended the 5th July 
1817. I 18,l«. I J1819. 


Customs 


323,000 

2,216.806 

464,664 


1,335,073 

4,715,371 

1,534,723 


2,257,960 

433,577 


Pensions, &c 

Total Annual Duties 

Permanent and Annual Duties 
War Taxes. 

Customs «... 


10,916,50 


10,300,976 


779.647 

479,338 


289,114 

106,jyi6 


909,566 

118,101 


961,487 395,430 1,027,667 


11,773,617 


869,974 


Total War luxes 

i'otal Revenue, distinguishing the Consoli 
dated Fund, the Annual Duties, and the 

War I'axes 

Revenue — Distinguishing the Customs and 

Excise 

Total Produce of Customs, as particularized) 


Ditto of Excitie. as ditto 

Ditto of Stamps, Post-oflice, Assessed, Pro- 
perty, and Land Taxes, Miscellaneous 
and Unappropriated Duties and Pensions, 

Total Revenue, distinguishing the Customs- 

and Excise 

Deduct receipt upon Property, AVar Duty 

on Malt, and unappropriated Duties 

Revenue, exclusive of Property, War Duty - 
on Malt, and Unappropriated Duties 


1.251,985 1.026,935 


869,974 


12,6‘]3,591 


1,709,61.3 1,857,144 

4,691,734 5,637,801 


5,148,614 4.843,999 


11,552,961 12,338,874 12,643,591 

492,369 157,637 39,461 

1 1,060,592* 12,181,?.'i7| 12,604,130 
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An Account <^the Producer the Excise Duties of Great Britain f exclusive 
^ of any Arrears received qf the War Duty on Malt) in the Years ended the 
5th qfsJuly 1818 and 1819, shovnnsi the Increase or Decrease on each 


• 


Years ended 
1818. 

the 5th of July 
1819. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 1 

• 

• 

L. 258,iiJG 
2,501,546 
240,003 
293,299 

L. 264,627 
2,710,790 
324,161 
303,063 

L. 6,001 
209,424 





84.158 



10,754 



117,998 
12,107 
588,234 
^87,825 
108, 44^ 
640,894 

115,357 

2,641 

^ider, Perry, and Verjuice 


31,071 
500,145 
612, 6t4 

18,964 
11 1,911 




24,789 



3 18, 6*19 

210,171 

42,367 



683.261 


Malt 

2,248,632 

468,039 

2,977,373 

472,974 

728,741 



4,935 



323,029 

1,471,582 

902,309 

2,922,199 

1,988.435 

33,999 

594 

434,631 

1 1 1 ,602 


Salt 

1,498.899 

27,317 



823,951 

78,358 


2,999,694 

77,49.5 

. 

* 

2,308,681 

320,248 

16,263 



50,263 



2,486 

1,892 


Sweets 

12,007 

14,958 

2,951 



991,180 

,449,101 

36,899 

3,087,298 

96,118 



1,502,881 

53,780 



• 

42,697 

5,798 


O 

Wine 

1,171.011 

1,091,354 

82,657 

Wirii 

8,212 

7,266 


946 

, , 




. 


21,179,116 

23,180,195 

2,165,679 

164,602 



c 

164,602 









2,001,077 








Abstract of the Net Produce of the Bevenue of Great Britain (exclusive of 
the Arrears of War-Duty on Mall anfUProperty ) y tn the Years and Quarters 
ended the lOth o/Oc/,*18l8, and With of Oct. 1819, the Increase 

or Decrease on each head thereof 


YEARS. 



Years ended the lOtli of Oct. 

Increase as 

Decrease as 

• • • 

t 


confpared 

compared 


1819. 

1819. 

Tiv-fth 181'8. 

• . 

with 1818. 


r.. lo, 

E. 9,582,820 

J 

L. 96.5,363 


22^1.j6,082 

22^982^875 

L. 826,793 



6'427,270 

1,339,(K)0 

6,21 1^449 

215,821 


1,416,000 

77,000 

A J J J IJ -ir- r-- 

6,173,833 

6, 1 78,4512 

4,599 

44,816 

• 

T.niKl 'I'llVtiQ , - ,-rrr - " 

1,1 5415120 

1,199^736 


Aliscellaiieous j^-njuu-ruj-LH.. jj .. . i n ■ r— , -rr-- 

^ 490,020 

\ 

349,055 


yio,9dB 




• 

• 

48,289,308 

47,920,367 

j 953,208 

1,J22,149 

• 

• — ; 

lleiliict Increase - 

' 1 

, 953,208 


9 

Decrease as compared with the year 1818 

368,941 



416 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1819. 



ncrcase as ' 

Decrease as 


compared 

compared 


.with 1817. , 

with 1817. 

In Customs 

650,228 i 


Excise . . 

3,154,054 

— 

Stamps ' . . 

c 

20,764 

Post-office ............ 

67,000 

— 

Assessed Taxes 

? 76,436 

— 


' 1,888 

— 

Miscellaneous 

51,400 

— 


4,101,006 

20,764 

Deduct Decrease 

20,764 


Increase in 1810, as compired with the year ISP 

4,080,242 



1 12,587,100! ll,435,544j 

5y,854 

1,211,410 

Deduct Increase 

59,854 

Decrease as compared with the Quarter 1818 

1,151,556 


Increase as 

Oecrca^c as 


compared 

compared 


with 1817. 

with 1817. 

In Customs 

— 

368,783 

Excise 

784,851 

— 

Stamps 

— 

113,226 

Post-office 

21,000 


Assessed Tuxes 


1,154 

Land Taxes * . 

7,675 


Miscellaneous 

829 

— 


814,355 

483,163 

Deduct Decrease 

483,163 


Increase in 1810, as compared witli the quarto. 1817 

331,192 



Excise. Customs. 
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An Account of the Income qf^ and Charge upon the Consolidated Fund^ tntke 
Year ending the 5th day January 1819 : shousing likeinise the Prodwe 
the Fxcise Duties^ continued per Act 56. Geo. III. Cap. 17» and 
ties annually granted for the Public Service, together^ tvim the Total A~ 
mount (f all Monies paid into His Majesty's Receipt of Exchequer^ between 
the 5th day^ January 1818 and the 5th day qf January 1819, «*5- 
tinguishing the Proportion thereof specially appropriated, from that tvhich ts 
applicable to Cic Public Service ; containing also an Abstract of the In* 
come and Charge <f the Consolidated Fund arising in the Exmeqpers of 
Great Britain ana Ireland in the Year ending the 5th day <f January 
1819. * 

^ '• ' CONSOLIDATED FUND. 

INCOME— Great Britain. 


Yearly Rsvenux. , • 

•C. 

i. 

fl. 

’‘Consolidated 

4,d49,775 

0 

•en 

Ditto . . from the Isle of Man 

9,656 

5 

9 

Permanent Anno 1813 

698,733 

n 

7? 

Qu-arantine duty 

29,723 

17 

7 

Surplus canal and dock duty 

Temporary or war n made permanent 

41,283 

► 

3 

1 ^ 

duty Anno 1809 /from July 5. J 

Ditto . Annis 1810ri618. j 

K 2,614,750 

i 

11 

u 

. and 1811. J • . 

146,273 

18 



L. 


d. 


r Consolidated . , . 15,184,76'2 

j British spirits Anno 1806 A, . 550,170 

I Ditto 1811 . . . 559»440 

C Foreign spirits. ..ditto . . • 73,388 

Stamps ... Consolidated anno 1815 
Post-office duties consolidated Anno 1805 

Assessed taxes ditto .........1808 

Ditto Arrears of duties repealed 

Surplus *Df duty annually 
* granted upon sugar 

tobacco 

malt, annual and additional 
land tax on offices, and 
Land taxes unredeemed • • 

6d. and Is. duty on pensions and salaries 
Hackney coaches 
Hawkers and pedlars 
Sundry small receipts « 




Other Fatments. 

Imprest and other monies repaid . . ... 

Arrears of duties on properties — Malt Anno 1805, cap. 81 — and 
temporary or war duty Anna 1815, rgmaining unappropriated 
in the* Exchequer, are, pursuant to Act 27^ Geo. III. cap. 15, 
see. 52, to be carried to the consolidated fund . • 

lirou^ht from mohies in the Exchequer per Jtets £. s, l 

29 Geo. III. cap. 61, for payment of life annuities 

ill tontine Anno 1789 . . . 25,456_ 5 7i 

54 Geo. 111. c. 160, being part of an annuity granted 

to his Uoyal Highness the Prince of Wales 22,000 0 0 
56 ct 57 Geo. ly. cap. 93 et 48, being then 

amount issued out of the consolidated fund / 2,1 64, 1 22 5. 4^! 

. in Irclaigl in theyear ending the lOtb of Oc- T — — 

Sober 1818, for current public services ofj 
181-7 and 1818 .... , 

roL. XII. PAm IL 2 o ' 


7,590,196 8 Si 


17,367,760 O O 


6,391,272 8 
1,559,000 O 
6,217,588 16 
7 2 

296,234 0 
184,010 O 
1,596,680 0 

35,899 12 

1,173,786 5 

29,503 17 
24.270 O 
24,550 O 
22,048 7 


7 

0 

01 

9i 

lOi 

o 

o 

9 

11 

3 

O 

0 

1 


42 , 092 , 0 q 19 9 
222,264 18 5 

85,102 4 7^ 


*42,400,174 2 9 


2,209,578 8 11^ 

44,609.752*11 S; 
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CHARGE. 

Gheat Britain. 

Interest, &c. on the national oert. 

Life annuities at the Exchequer 

Annuities at L.3 per ceift. to the Bank of £iig-| 
land ««.* ••• ••• •. 

Dividends payable at ditto to the public credi- 
tors 

Ditto . at the South Sea House to| 

Charges of management at ditto on capitals of| 
which the dividends are payable to ditto 

Ditto at the hank on ditto 

Towakhs redemption ok the national debt. 
Sinking fund per act 26 Geo. III. cap. 15. 
Annuities for terms of year^expired per ditto 
Sinking fund per act 42 Geo* HI. cap. 7f. 

Ditto ... on various loans since 1792 
Dividends payable at the Bank on stock redeem-l 

ed 

Ditto ... ... South Sea House on| 

ditto 

His Majesty's civil list ... ... 

Pensions by act of Parliament ... 

Salaries and allowances by ditto ... 

Ditto in courts of justice 

Mint in England and Scotland 
Russian 1< an made in Holland per act 55 Geo. 11X.| 

cap. 115* ... 

Miscellaneous charges 


L. 

a* 

d. 

• 






i., a* 


cT. 

118,894 

4 

7 “ 




446,502 

3 

5 




• 



» 



26,917,328 

5 







28,160,073 U lU 

406,711 

0 

9 





• 




12,164 

8 

3 




258,473 

9 


• • 



1,000,000 

0 

0 ^ 




79,88(^ 14 

6 




200,000 

0 

0 




10,305,150 

2 

3 

14,435,949 

10 

5 

2,626,499 

3 

8 




224,419 

10 

0 - 






... 


1,028,000 

0 

0 


... 

•f. 

457.678 

4 

93 

• 

• •• 

... 

56,034 

0 

6 



... 

... 

67,967 

12 

2 



... 

... 

15,000 

0 

0 




• •• 

133,417 

6 

3 

... ... 

... 

■ • • 

35,517 

9 

6 

• 


^ 





Interest upon Exchequer bills issued per act 57, Geo. III. cap. 48, to" 
make good the deficiency of the coninolidated fund in the year ending j 
the lOlhof October 1818, and which were paid oflT previously to the j 

5th of January 1819 

Total charge 

Surplus 


[14,389,637 15 7* 

8,246* "16 8 


144,397,884 12 5\ 

211,867 19 5\ 


L.4-1, 609, 7.52 11 8^ 
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CONSOLIDATED FUND. 


ABSTRACT. 


Great Britain 
Ireland 


.. UNITED KINGDOM* 

Great Britain ^ • 

Ireland . . . 8 5 

Deduct issued for public services^ 

• and carried from supplies of the / 

■ years 1817 and 1818 to the con-f 2,164,122 

solidated fund of Great Britain j • 

in theyear ending the 5th of Jan. m 
1819 J 


£. s. d. 
44,609,752 11 Si 


5 4i 


Great Britain 
Surplus 


ABSTRACT. 


Ireland . : 

Surplus ♦ . ... 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


Great Britain 
Ireland 


Surplus 


♦,580,978 

8 

5 

♦l',609,752.11 

‘8i 

2,4.16,856 

3 

01 

4.7,026,608 

14 

H 

£. 

s. 

d. 

♦4.,397,884, 

12 

H 

211,867 

49 

5; 

44,609,752 

11 

H 

2,310,222 

11 

ii| 

2,270,755 

16 


4,580,978 

8 

5 

44,397,884. 

12 

3 

2,310,222 

11 

11 

46,708,107 

4 

3 

318,501 

10 

6J 

47,02a,60a 

14 

H 


* Ily virtue of an act 56. Gco^IIl. cap. 98, the above surplus of L. ^270. 755 : 16:5^ 
has been api^lied in Ireland foacutrent puElic services of the years 18^7 and 1818 ; and in 
pursuance of the said act, a like sum is directed to be carried from the supi^liex of 1817 and 


1818 to the consolidated Aiiid of Great Britain: of which, pursuaiit . to act*i7. Geo. ill. 
cup. 48. L. 1,77.3,4.37 : 3 ; 6*^ have been so carried in the year ending the 5th of Janu:iry> 
1819 ; and the remainder, L.497,318 : 12 : lOj, will be applied at the 5th of April 1819. 
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EXCISE DUTIES, continued per act 56. Geo. III. cap* 171. 


British spirits 

Ditto Sched. B. 

Foreign spirits 

Sweets 

Tea ' . 

Tobacco 

Brandy 


Anno 1803 
1800 
1803 


1806 

1807 


lO. s. 

702,901 0 0 

699,177 0 0 
4,140 0 0 
1,575,882 0 0 
324,936 0 0 
94,224 0 0 


3,339,260 0 0, 


DUTIES 

Amually granted to provide L.3,000,000 for the Public 
Service. 


Susar 

Mdt annual and additional 
Tobacco . . « 

Land tax on offices and pensions 


2,109,912 7 ii 
237,144 0 0 
309,596 0 0 
16 18 4 


I 


2, 656, 5()9 5 
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TottA Amount ^ all Mmetft paid intotAe Enduquer ofOmA Brilambelmen 
theSth qfJatuMry 1818 andtke BUttfJamianf 1819, dutmguidune the Pro- 
portion thereqf’epecuU^ appropriaUd fmm th«t which it appUemk to lAa 
PubUe Service. . * 


dal Amount qf all Monetft paid intotAe Bedtequer of Great . 
theSth qfJamMty 1818 andtke Sdttf January 1819, dudnm 

a1 ±1. a* Tf - _ t-* I. f- 


Total reoeipt Upon ccItaBolidatcd fund* . ^ 

Canal and dock duty . . • •• • 

Excise duties lately part of war taxes continued per act 
56tli ^eo. 111. G. 17. . . . . 

. XJutics on sugar, &c. annually gfUnted » 
l?<uties of 4^ per cent . ^ 

First firuite of the clergy * . . • . * . 

Tenths of the clergy ...... 

Payments reserved for the collection of sundiy duties 

Ditto to the civil list • . . . • 

Surplus of exchequer fees carried to ditto per act 

BGiii Geo. 111. cap. 46 

Land tax redeemed by payments In money 
South Sea duty, per act 55th Geo. 111. cap. 57. 
Contributions to lotteries Anno 1817 • • • 

Ditto 1818 

Ditto, to annuities per act 58tli Geo. Ill, cap, 23. pro 
anno 1818 . . . ... 

Ditto to ditto, towards discharging exchequer bills, per 
ditto, pro ditto ..... 

Payments by tlie chief cashier of the governor and 
compan^f4hc^ank of Engfand, being a surplus of 
L. 1^,000 in their hdnds on account of unclaimed 
div^nds, lottery prises, &c. and which, pursuant to 
act 56th Geo. JIJ. cap. 97, was applicable towards the 
slipplics Anno 181G ; but there having been at sundry 
times a deticicncy of L. 100,000 above mentioued, 
tlie same has been, pursuant to the said act, repaid 
to the bank, and tliercfore could not bo applied to 
the public service. .... 

Ditto by ditto on account of the oommisrioners for the 
issue of exchequer bills, per act S5th Geo. III. cap. 97. 
llcpayincnl on account of the royal military asylum 
pro Anno 1817 . ^ . . . 

Voluntary contributions pro Anno 1817 


• The sum of L. 2,209.578 : 8 : 11} being carried to 
the consolidated fund out of monies in the exchequer, 
does not constitute a part of the actual receipt upon 
that fund in the year ending the 5t]i of January 1819. 


foeciaUir 

appropriated. 

Applicable <o the 
public service. 

£. *. d. 

Jb* Sm da 

49,400^174 a 9) 

ase ••• ese 

7,000 0 0 

• •• eee eee 

••• aea 

3,399,260 0 '0 

... 

9,656,569 5 5} 

25,^3 13 4 

• •• ••• 

4,552 19 5 

... ... 

9,855 19 2} 



6,808 IS 9 

... 

21,239 6 9 



36,000 0 0 


• •• aae ■ 

1,533 1 7 

6,458 5 3} 

... ... ... 

346,339 8 4 

172,660 11 8 

90,740 9 10 

144,259 10 2 


2,725,000 0 0 


8,125,000 0 0 

267,651 6 1 

65,297 0 6 

8,771 3 8 

... ... ... 



589 8 0 



20,000 0 0 



481,540 § 7; 

49,230,605 8^ !5j 

17,791,709 7 01 


43,230,605 8 5} 


61,022,314 15 
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An Account the Public Funded Debt of the United Kingdom^ •payable in 
Great Britain^ as it stood on the 5ih of January 1819 ; distinguishing the 
total of Public Debt as originally funded; Debt redeemed and standing 
in the Naines of the Commissioners for the Reduction of the National Debt ; 
Debt trnnferrcdfor Life Annuities ; Debt cancelled by Redemption if Land- 
tax ; Debt cancelled and the FuJids thereof charged mth Loans for the 
Years 1813, 18H', and 1815; Debt unredeemed and due to the Public 
Creditor ; Interest on Debt standing in the Names of the Commissioners ; 
Life Afmuiiies payable by the Commissioners ; and Interest on Debt unre- 
deemed ; Sums applicable to tfu Redemption (f Debt ; Total Charge of 
DebL 


s- L 

1 . Total of public debt as originally funded, 1,1 8 1,504*, 364 0 7| 

2. Debt redeemed and standing in the names of tlie 
commissioners for the reduction of the national 

debt, 103,449,672 15 0 


3. Debt transferred to the commissioners for life annui- 
ties payable at the bank, . . - . 4,895, 146 0 0 

4. Debt cancelled by redemption of land-tax, - 25,502,095 1 9 

5. Debt cancelled and the funds thereof charged 
with new loans, as per acts 53d and 54th Geo. III. 

cap. 95 and 3, 255,790,138 5 2J 

6. Debt unredeemed and due to the public creditor, 791,867,313 18 8i 


7. Interest on debt standing in the names of the com- 
missioners, as per col. 2 and 3, - - 

8. Life annuities payable on col. 3. and other annuities 
forming part ol' the debt unredeemed, 

9. Interest on debt unredeemed, as per col. 6. 

10. Sums applicable to the redemption of debt, 

11. Total charge of debt, 


3,290,398 2 10| 

1,668,170 3 
27,656,798 17 llj 
15,815,003 14 lOi 
45,749,298 7 4J 
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PROMISSORY-NOTES. 

An Account of the number of Promissory-Notes stamped in England in each 
year ^ from ike 5th of Jan. 1815 iothebtk of Jan, 1819 ; distinguishing those 
granted for r? sum not es^ceeding L.l, l.v. ; those exceeding L.l , 1 j., and not 
exceeding Z..3, 25.^* those exceeding L.% 25., and not exceeding L,5, 5s.; those 
exceeding L.5^ 5s.^ and not exceeding A.IO ; those exceeding L.IO, and not ex- 
ceeding L. 20 ;■ those exceeding L.20, and not exceeding X.30 ; those exceed- 
ing L.30, and not '•exceeding L.50; and those exceeding L.50. 



Year end- 

Year end- 

Year end- 

Year end- 


ing Jan. 5. 

ing Jan. 5. 

ing Jan. 5. 

ing Jan. 5. 


1816. 

1817. 

1818. 

1819. 

Not T.-1, !«. rrriirr r.r r, 

2,626,928 

1,857,602 

3,282,251 

3,53.3,477 

Exceeding L.l, Is., and nut exceeding 

37,699 

23,416 

68,540 

61,602 

rrrr-^n nr 

Exceeding L.S, 2s., and not exceeding 


469,850 

459,433 

701,497 

745,563 

Exceeding L.5, 5s., and not exceeding 

... 

80,716 




Exceeding L.5, 5s., and not exceeding 





48,932 

139,992 

222.533 

225 280 

Exceeding L. 10, and not exceeding T..20, 

1 1,064 

23,681 

39,978 

52|858 

Exceeding 1^.20, and not exceeding L.30, 

613 

15 

441 

711 

Exceeding L.SO, and not exceeding L.SO, 

513 

119 

445 

701 

Exceeding L.50, and not exceeding 





L.100, 1 

86 

405 

2,131 

504 


Comptroller's ofHcc, Stamps, Jan. SO. 1819* 

^ C. R. TRKFLISIS, C. & A. G. 


An Account cf the number oj" 1 Acences granted fur issuing Bank-notes^ in the 
years 1815, 1816, 1817, W 1818. 
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THE ARMY. 

Thejbll&wing it a Return of the Effective Stretch qfOfflceirtt Non-commmion 
ed Officers^ and Privates^ serving in the Biimh Army^ on the 25th qfJanu' 
ary 1819; mth the number <ff Morses s 


DrumAFtj^ 


Great Britain 


East Indies 


Foot Guards 
Great Britain... 


Great Britain 


Sierra Leone*. 

St Helena 

Cepe of Good 


Mauritius.. 
East Indies 


General Total 


649 

705 

151 

2G5 i 

241 

64 

250 

288 

65 

1164 

1232 

978 

257 

310 

156 

i 

785 

845 

19 

950 

933 


4 

S 

1 

194 

208 

105 

i 237 

268 

123 

12 

21 

9 

47 

! 

1 22 

144 

184 

76 

121 

130 

70 

868 

997 

421 

145 

458 

68 

5 

49 

21 

161 

183 

89 

218 

251 

112 

220 

238 

107 i 

276 

290 

129 

4431 

4897 

2369 

5852 

6439 

2799 


*15925 15716 1127 


I 


505(X 55 


N. B. — Of the above numbers there are about H»000 non-commissioned 
officers and privates supernumerary to the peace establishment of the army ; 
viz. about 2000 belonging to regiments at home; now in the course of dis- 
charge, and writing to pass the board at Chelsea hospital ; and about 12,000 
at present on foreign stations, who are under orders to be discharged; 

There are likewise included in this return about 1300 supernumerary 
horses of cavalry regiments in Great Britain, of which 813 have been sold, 
or ordered to be sold, since the date to which the return is made up ; and 
the remainder will be disposed of without delay. 
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The follMing is a Correct Return the Effective Strength qf the Royal ArtH* 

ler^f serving at home and abroad^ on the 25th of January 18199 distinguish^ 
ing the Foot from' the Horse Artillery 

Marching battalions at home. * 

OfficerSy 366 — Non>commissioncd officers and men, S’, 583 
Marching battalions abroad. 

Officers, 1(55 — Noif-commissicmed officers and men, 2,186 
Total, 471 S.TGif 

Horse Brigade, at home. 

Officers, 47— •Non-commissioned officers and men, 65B 
Invalid battalion,, at home. * 

Officers, 35— Non-commissioned officers and men, 147 
Invalid battalion, abroad. 

Officers, 0 — Non-commissioned officers and men, 18 


Total, 82 823 

Ro^al artillery drivers, at home. 

Officers, 23 — Non-commissioned officers and men, 508 

Royal artillery drivers, abroad. 

Officers, 0 — Non-commissioned officers and men, 26 

Total, 23 534 

GAnd Total, 57(5 7,129 


An Account of the number of Prisoners tried^ and the Offences they voerc con- 
victed of at the Old Bailey Sessions ^ in the Year 1818. 


Murder 31 

Burglary 25 I 

House-breaking 7 } 

Highway robbery 25 

Stealing in a dwelling-house 68 ? 

Stealing privately in a shop 16 ^• 
Stealing on the river Thames 2 . B. 

Horse stealing H j §: 

Sheep stealing 9 

Cattle stealing 1 

Cutting down trees 1 

Returning from transportation 1 

Forgery 2 

Uttering forged bank notes 25 J 
Having possession of ditto 
withoutjawful excuse . 98 

Receiving* stolen goods 10 

Manslaughter 6 


Embezzlement 2 

Fraud 6 

*Grand larceny 1093 

Misdemeanours 6 

Uttering counterfeit coin 13 


1430 

OF THESE TftERE WERE 
.1 /» - • 1 


Between the age of ten find 

fourteen 83 

Between the age of four- 
teen and eighteen 195 

Between the age of eigh- 
teen and twenty-one 391 

Total under twenty- one 
• years of age 62h 
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FIRST, REPORT 

the Lords^ Committees^ appointed a Secret Committee^ to inquire into tKe. 
state of the Bank qfGngland^ reference to the expediency of the resump- 

tion of cash-payments at the period noon fixed hy Zatu, and into such other 
matters as are connected tkereiuith ; and to report such information relative 
thereto as may he disclosed ojithout injury to the public interest^ tvith their 
observations* 


The Committee think it right to 
premise, that in this investigation 
they have taken as their guide the 
decided opinion of Parliament, as 
declared by many repeated enact- 
ments, that the removal of the re- 
striction upon cash-payments by the 
Bank, or, in other words, the restora- 
tion of the currency of the country 
to a state of regulation by its an- 
cient metallic standard, is an object 
which ought to be accomplished at 
as early a period as shall be found 
safe and practicable. 

The first act, confirming and con- 
tinuing the restriction contained in 
the minute of Council of the 2Gth 
of February" 1797, was passed on 
the 3d of May 1797, and was to be 
in force till the 24th of June 1797- 
The restriction was further con- 
tinued by an act passed on the 22d 
June 1797, until one month after 
the cofnmencement of the then next 


session of Parliament.^ By another 
act, passed on the 30th of November 
in the same year, the restriction w/is 
further continued until one month 
after the conclusion of the war by 
a definitive treaty of peace. On the 
3d of January 1799, the Directors 
of the Bank, in pursuance of a 
power reserved to them by the acts 
•’of Parliament referred to, gave notice 
that on the Mth instant they would 
pay in cash all fractional sums under 
L. 5; and on the 1st of February 
1800 would pay cash for all notes 
of.L. 1 and L. 2 dated prior to the 
1st of July 11798, or exchange them 
for new notes of the same value, at 
the option of the holders. By an- 
other act, passed on the 30th of 
April 1802, the restriction was con- 
tinued until the 1st of March 1803. 
On the 28th of February 1803, it 
was further continued until the ex- 
piration of six weeks after the com- 
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meDcemenj; of the then next session 
of Parliament. On the 13th of De- 
cember 1803, the country being then 
again at war, it was further conti- 
nued until six months after the rati- 
fication of a definitive ‘treaty of 
peace. In the yeaP 1812 as act was 
passed for preventing any note or 
bill of the Banks of England or Ire- 
land from being received for a small- 
er sum^than the sum therein speci- 
fied, and for staying proceedings up- 
<jn distress by tender of such notes ; 
and in 1814 this act was further con- 
tinued during the continuance of 
any act imposing restriction upon 
the Bank with respect to payments 
in cash. 

By an act passed on the 18th of 
July 1814, the restriction upon the 
Bank was continued until the 25tii 
of March 1815; and it was further 
continued hy an act passed on the 
23d of March 1815, to the 5th day 
of J uly 1 SI G. On the 21st of March 
1816, an act was passed,, by which, 
after r^rciiihgin the.preamblo, “ that 
it WAS highly desirable that the 
Bunk should, as soon as possible, re- 
tiftn to the payment of its notes in 
cash ; and that it was expedient 
that the provisions of the former acts 
should be further continued, in or- 
der to afford time to the Directors 
of the Bank to make such prepara- 
tions as to their discretion and ex-, 
perience might appeal^ most expe- 
dient for enabling them to resume 
payments in cash, without public in- 
convenience, and at the earliest pe- 
riod ; and that a time should be fix- 
ed at which the saic^ nestrictibn 
should cease it was enacted, that ^ 
the said restriction should be con- 
tinued until the 5th of July 1818. 
On the 28th of May 1818, another 
act was passed, by which, after re- 
citing in the preamble, that it was 
highly desirable that the Bank of 
England, should return as soon as^ 


possible to the payment of its^ notes 
in cash, and that unforeseen circum- 
stances, which had occurred since 
the passing of <he last of the pre- 
ceding acts, had renderefd it expe- 
dient that the restriction should be 
further continued, and that another 
period should be fixed for the ter- 
mination thereof; the restriction is 
fyrther continued until the 5th of 
J uly 1819. Of these unforeseen cir- 
cumstances, the most important was 
the apprehension of the effect of 
further foreign loans (particularly 
those of France) upon the exchanges 
and the price of gold. 

Subsequent to the first restriction 
upon the Bank of England, similar 
restrictions were imposed and con- 
tinued by different acts upon the 
Bank of Ireland, and their termina- 
tion was fixed at three months after 
the expiration of the restriction up- 
on the Bank of England. 

During these successive prolonga- 
tions, the Bank appears at different 
periods to have made great exertions 
to procure such a mass of treasure 
as might enable it to replace itself 
upon its ancient footing, whenever it 
should seem good to Farliament to 
remove the restrictions. In 1798, 
the treasure was increased to an a- 
mount w hich bore, in the early part 
of 1799, a very large, proportion to 
that of the outstanding notes. Dur- 
*ing the years immediately subse- 
quent, this treasure experienced a 
considerable reduction; but from 
the middle of JSOl- to the middle of 
1808, the favourable stale of the 
exchanges enabled the Bank to 
make large purclTases in gold. In 
order to encourage tfie importation 
of gold, the Directors determined to 
give L.4 per oz., and the treasure 
was so much augmented as to iiave 
exceeded in 1808 the highest %- 
'mount which it had reached in 1759. 
From that period it successively de- 



4^8 


EDINBLUGH ANNUAL ilEGISTER, 1819. 


cimed. The restriction was prolong- 
ed in 1814 only to the^5th ofMar^ 
1615; and in 1815 only to the 5th 
of July 1816; butfthe extraordinary 
high price' of gold, and the extreme 
depression of the exchanges, which, 
from whatever causes, prevailed da- 
xiqg great part of these periods, 
combined with the large advances to 
GoveriMBent which the exigencies pf 
the public service required, to pre- 
vent any material progress being 
made towards a restoration of the 
treasure oi' the Bank^to its former 
amount. 

Notwithstanding these discourage- 
ing circumstances, the Bank more 
tlian doubled its treasure during the 
last eight months of 1815; and the 
fall in the price of gold, and the fa- 
vourable turn of the exchanges, en- 
abled the Directors to raise it, by 
January 1817, to more than quad- 
ruple what it had been in the beam- 
ing of 1815. At this period the Di- 
rectors felt BO confident of being 
able to comply with the injunctions 
of Parliament, even before the pe- 
riod at which tlm restriction was to 
expire, that they issued a notice for 
Che payment in cash of all the L. 1 
and L. 2 notes bearing date prior to 
January 1816- Finding little or no 
demand for cash in consequence of 
this notice, and their treasure hav- 
ing continued during the course of 
the year to increase to an amount* 
far exceeding what it had ever 
reached, and, with few exceptions, 
bearing a larger proportioii to the 
extent of their issues than it had 
ever borne before, the Directors is- 
sued a second notice in September 
1817, for the- payment in cash of ail 
notes bearing date before the Ist of 
January in that year. This measure 
has been stated to the Committee 
tVi have been undertaken in the hope, 
that if it proved successful, tliat is, 
ii the ‘gold so tendered were not de- 


manded, or if when demanded it re- 
mained in the country, the complete 
resumption of cash payments would 
take place gradually, and as it were 
insensibly, even prior to the period 
then fixed by Parliament, viz. the 
5th of July 1818. 

In the month of April 1817, the 
effect of the great foreign loans 
made in that year began to be con- 
siderably felt. Between April and 
October 1617, the exchanges tock 
an unfavourable turn, and the price' 
of gold, which had, from July 1816 
to March 1817, fluctuated between 
L. 3 : 18 :6 and L. 3 : 19 : 6, rose, 
between April and December 1817, 
from L. 3 : 18 : 6 to L. 4 : 0 ; 6 ; since 
which date it does not appear by 
the quoted prices to have been ever 
again reduced below L. 4. The new 
pold coinage also began to be issued 
in July 1817. The treasure of the 
Bank was raised to its highest a- 
mount in tlie month of October 
1817* There appears to have been 
no considerable demand* for gold 
previously to the month of October. 
The first issue of sovereigns in large 
quantities was in that month. Th4re 
was a diminution in the demand 
for them in the three succeeding 
months ; but in the month of Feb. 
1818, the issue of gold increased 
till August in the same year ; and 
the demand during this period is 
stated to h'we arisen decidedly for 
the purpose of exportation. It ap- 
pears from the evidence of Mr Har- 
man, that during the whole of the 
year 1817^ the Bank did not think 
it necosscry^ to make any leduction 
of its issues, either in consequence 
of the effect of Che foreign loans up- 
on the exchanges, or of its payments 
in gold, made in conformity to the 
notices above referred to. In fact, 
the average issue of Bank-notes 
in 1817 exceeded by L. 1,700,000 
that of 1816; the areragi:* issue of 
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the last six months of 1817 exceed- 
ed the average issue of the first six 
tnonths of that yearly L. 1,870,000 ; 
aud this" increase, combined with 
. the revival of Country Banks from 
their previous depression, ^probably 
raised the circulating mediu^ of the 
kingdom in the last six months of 
1817 considerably beyond the a- 
mount at which it ha*d stood in the 
preceding year^ 

^ ^ A great reduction has been made 
in the issue of notes of the Bank of 
England since the commencement df 
the year 1818 ; they had been, on 
the average of six months from July 
to December 1817, at L.29,210,000; 
on the average of six months from 
J anuary to July 1 8 1 8, at L.27 ,954,000; 
from July to December 1818, they 
were reduced to L.26, 4^7,000, and 
have since been further reduced to 
about L. 25,000,000, and during the 
last three months of 1818, the issues 
of Country Banks are stated by per- 
sons much conversant with the sub- 
ject, to ha«(j c|!rtainly not mcreased, 
and probably to have declined ; but 
the price of gold and the state of the 
exchanges have continued to be such 
as to have drawn from the Bank, in 
addition to the gold demanded pre- 
viously to March 1818, amounting 
at L. 2,022,000, a further sum of 
L.4,7d7,000, making in the whole an 
issue of L.6, 809,000, in consequence 
chiefly of the liability wi^i which the 
directors had, under different circum- 
stances, voluntarily charged them- 
selves to pay the fractional parts of 
dividends and a certain proportion 
of their votes in cash. 1 ^eir trea- 
sure was by these drains* very consi- 
derably reduced ; and tliey were still 
liable, in consequence of the same 
measures, to an additional demand 
for cash to the amount of several 
millions. 

This unfavourable state of the ex- 
changes and of the price of gold is 


attributed to different causes by di& 
ferent persons examined before the 
Committee. By some to an excess 
in the circulatiog medium of the 
country; by others to the effect of 
the late regulations of the Mint re- 
specting the new silver coinage, by 
D^ich the proportions between the 
relative value of gold and silver are 
stated to have been so varied as to 
have occasioned the exportation of 
gold ; by others it is attributed to 
the continued operation of foreign 
loa^s, to the tj^mptation held out by 
a high rate of interest to the invest- 
ment of British capital in foreign 
funds and foreign speculations, and 
to the large purchases of corn from 
abroad ; a great proportion of which 
is paid for in advance, and must, 
therefore, in their opinion, have had 
a material effect upon the balance of 
payment^, and of course upon the 
exchanges, during the year 1818. 

It is under these circumstances 
that Parliament is called upon to de- 
liberate, whether it will be most for 
the public interest to adhere to the 
decision it had taken in May 1818 ; 
or to allow a further delay for the 
preparations necessary to carry this 
important measure into execution, 
in order, as far as possible, to secure 
its ultimate accomplishment, and at 
the same time afford the means of 
taking such precautions as may di- 
'•minish the pressure of whatever pub- 
lic inconvenience may be felt or ap- 
prehended. 

Much difference of opinion upon 
almost all the questions, whether of 
theory or of practice, to which the 
•attention of the Committee has been 
drawn, will be found id the evidence. 
Upon one point only there is nearly 
an unanimou.s opinion, grounded in- 
deed by different persons upon diffe- 
rent lines of argument, but concuf- 
fing in the same result, viz. that it 
would not be* safe and practicable 



4S0 


EDINBURGH ANNUAL REGISTER, 1819. 


for the Bank to resume cash pay- 
ments on the 5th July 1819 ; and as 
the Committee see sufficient reason 
to agree thus far with the practical 
result of these opinions, viz, that, in 
the state of things which now exists, 
there is a necessity for some further 
postponement, they need only refer 
to the evidence, in which the diffe- 
rent reasons which lead to this con- 
clusion are fully stated. 

It can hardly be necessary for the 
Committee to remark, that this opi- 
nion does not rest upc^ any ground 
which can intimate the slightest 
doubt as to the credit or solidity of the 
Bank; that body possesses at the pre- 
sent moment the means of discharg- 
ing, out of the treasure actually in its 
coffers, every demand which could 
have been made upon it for payment 
in cash, in consequence of the no- 
tices referred to; and the only ob- 
ject of the measure which, at the re- 
commendation of the Committees of 
both Houses, has been already adopt- 
ed by Parliament, during the course 
of the present session, was to pre- 
vent the continuance of a drain of 
the existing treasure, and thereby to 
facilitate such operations as the Com- 
mittee might feel it to be tlu?ir duty 
to recommend, in preparation to a 
final removal of the restriction. 

Of the ultimate sufficiency of the 
Bank, no doubt has been or can be 
entertained ; but as Parliament 
thought proper, at the period when 
it imposed the first restriction upon 
the Bank, to direct an inquiry into 
the actual state of its affairs; and as 
it similar injunction is contained in 
the order by whith this Committee' 
is appointed/they have thought it 
their duty to lay before the House 
the statement in the appendix ; by 
which it appears that, exclusive of 
ttie debt from Government, at three 
per cent., of L. 11,686,800, and of 
the ad:^ance to Government, at three 


per cent., of L. 3,000,000, making 
together L. 14,686,800, tlie balance 
in favour of the Bank, on EiConiparj- 
son of its debts and credits (include 
ing in the former the Government 
bmances in the hand^. of the Bank) 
is L.5,2^,190. ' 

The next subject to which the at- 
tention of the Committee has been 
directed was the consideration of 
what time might now safely be fixed 
for the ultimate restoration of thp 
currency of the country to the an- 
cient metalJic standard of value, anfi 
what were the measures, if any, which 
it might be expedient to adopt, in 
order both to facilitate and to ensure 
the complete attainment of this great 
object. 

Unless the market price of gold 
shall be, att the time so fixed, and 
shall continue to be afterwards, so 
near the Mint price as not to afford 
a profit upon the exportation of that 
metal, it has been abundantly proved 
by past experience, that no law can 
prevent such exportiUion, and the 
consequent demand upon the Bank. 
The main question therefore is,' by 
what means, and within what time, 
the reduction of the price of gold to 
the Mint price, or, wliich is nearly 
equivalent, such a favourable state of 
the exchanges as will prevent a pro- 
fit on exportation, may best be at- 
tained. 

It is stropgly contended by some 
of the witnesses, and is admitted by 
most, that a considerable and (as was 
expressed by one of them) forcible 
reduction of the issues of the Bank, 
aecompapied by what some*consider 
as a necessary, and others as a pro- 
bable, consequcBce, a diminution in 
the issues of Country Bank paper, 
would produce a favourable turn in 
the exchanges and a reduction in the 
price of gold. But many of those 
who arc most deeply impressed with 
the necessity of the earliest possible 
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recurrence to the ancient standard 
of the couiftry, state^ in the strongest 
termg^the general^distress which a 
large andvudden diminution of the 

E currency, now the only circu- 
^ medium ®f the country, must 
occasion : while otl">er3 are^ of opi- 
nion that a very, small reduction of 
the circulating medium will be suffi- 
cient to produce these effects, and 
that little distress would be occasion- 
ed. There are some also who hold, 
that the present Mint regulations 
Inspecting silver are the; sole cau^ 
of the high price and consequent ex- 
portation of gold, and of course are 
of opinion, that there need be neither 
reduction nor distress. 

The general result of all the vary- 
ing sentiments of the witnesses upon 
the subject of the foreign, exchanges, 
and of the price of gold, may per- 
haps be thus stated : — 

Many of those who maintain that 
it is at all times in the power of the 
Bank to exercise a complete control 
over the rise ,and fall oT the ex- 
changes, and of th'c price of gold, 
nevertheless think, that the great 
lo^ns contracted for, since the peace, 
by foreign states ; the investments 
made by persons in this country in 
foreign securities, to the amount, as 
has been conjectured, of L, 10 or 
L. 1 2,000,000 ; the pressure which 
took place in the money market at 
Paris and other commercial towns 
on the Continent, and m America; 
and the great importation of corn 
during the last year, have of late con- 
curred in lowering the exchanges. 
They hold indeed, that whtfn our cir- 
culation was in its foriher state of 
payments in specie,, no payments a- 
broad could bring the exchanges ma- 
terially below their par ; but with a 
paper that has no such regulator of 
its value, they think that the neces- 
sity of payments abroad, from what- 
ever cause, does undoubtedly pro- 


duce a considerable effect upon the 
exchanges, which might, however, 
as they state, be always counteract- 
ed by a sufficient diminution of pa- 
per. 

On the other hand, many of those 
who attribute the high price of gold, 
and the unfavourable state of the ex- 
changes, chiefly to the operation of 
tljcsc latter causes, and who deny or 
doubt the fact that the issue of the 
notes of the Bank of England has 
been excessive, nevertheless think 
thajr. an excessive increase or diminu- 
tion of their issue might affect the 
exchanges ; but they doubt whether 
a small increase or diminution would 
produce any marked eficct upon 
them. 

Those, again, who maintain that 
the proportion betwixt the Mint 
price of gold and silver, as settled 
by the recent change in our Mint 
regulations, is the sole cause of the 
nominal high price of gold, think that 
the real exchange has for the last two 
years been in favour of this country ; 
that there has been during that pe- 
riod no over issue of Bank paper ; 
that had it not been for the Mint re- 
gulations, gold must have continued 
to flow into this country, as it did in 
1816; that there could, therefore, 
have been no demand on the Bank 
for coin of that metal, for the pur- 
pose of exportation ; and that the 
vank could have found no difficulty 
in resuming payments in cash at the 
time now fixed by Parliament. 

It appears to the Committee upon 
the whole, that so long as the Bank 
continued liable to ^ pay in cash, it 
•might be concluded from reasoning, 
and has been proved bji experience, 
that the variations in the market 
price of gold, and also in the ex- 
changes, would be confined within 
much narrower limits than they have 
been since the restriction upon casji 
payments. * «• 
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Under tbo ancient system, if an 
unusual demand were made upon the 
Bank for cash, when the exchanges 
were above par, and the price of gold 
below the Mint price, as such a de- 
mand could only be occasioned by 
some sudden panic, or by a failure in 
commercial credit, and could not un- 
der such circumstances arise from 
the profit to be derived from the ex- 
portation of gold, there might be oc- 
casions in which the Bank might 
think, that with a view to its own in- 
terest, so closely connected with tjiat 
of the commerce and manufactures 
of the country, the best mode of^ 
checking such a demand might be, 
to make a more liberal issue of its 
notes, and thereby to revive that cre- 
dit, the want of which had produced 
the embarrassment; but if an un- 
usual demand took place, at a time 
when, from the state of the exchanges 
and of the price of gold, it evidently 
arose from the profit to be made by 
the exportation of that metal, the 
Bank always found itself under the 
necessity of contracting its issues for 
its own security. In the latter case, 
therefore, whether the Directors did 
or did not adopt the principle, that 
the increase or diminution of the pa- 
per currency has a decisive influence 
upon the exchanges, they necessarily 
acted in the same manner as if they 
had fully adopted it. 

There is a difference, however, not' 
to be disregarded, in the impression 
likely to' be produced upon the pub- 
lic mind, by any pressure arising from 
the measures to be taken by Parlia- 
ment for ensuring the restoration of 
a metallic standac-d, as distinguished 
from those pressures which might be 
occasionally experienced under the 
former system. These would be felt 
to be the necessary result of the pre- 
cautions which, under particular cir- 
cumstances, might be taken by the 
ftankwfor its own security ; and if any 


temporary inconvenience were pro- 
duced by them, they would manifest- 
ly have for their object to^avijTA,an/ 
evil universally acknowled.^ed to 0e 
still greater, viz. the stoppage of pay- 
ment by the Bank ; whereas any pres- 
sure whmh might now be experi- 
enced by too rapid a progress to- 
wards the resumption of cash pay- 
ments might be'^thought to be an evil 
voluntarily and unneoessarily incur- 
red, from an impatience to aftain ap 
object, respecting which there was • 
nb difierenoe of opinion, and there- 
fore less readiness to make any con- 
siderable sacrifice for its speedy at- 
tainment. 

It has also been stated to the Com- 
mittee, that there exists at this pre- 
sent moment a considerable degree 
of embarrassment in commercial 
transactions, which is attributed by 
some of the witnesses to tlie over- 
trading which has taken place, en- 
couraged, in the opinion of one wit- 
ness, by the increase of the circula- 
ting medium in 1817 ’^and is attribu- 
ted by others to the subsequent di- 
minution of that medium. Yery dif- 
ferent opinions have also been stated 
respecting the probable duration of 
this embarrassment ; but as all agree 
respecting its actual existence, a 
more than ordinary degree of cau- 
tion is required in the adoption of 
any legislative measures which may, 
even by a temporary operation, in 
any degree aggravate or prolong it. 

These considerations have united 
to incline the Committee in the pro- 
posal which they will submit in the 
conclusi^ of their Report,. rather to 
extend the time at which the ultimate 
resumption of cash payments should 
be required to take place beyond the 
eriod at which, according to the 
est opinion they can form, there 
w^ould be a probability of its easy ac- 
complishment under ordinary cir- 
cumstances, than to hazard the ulti. 
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mate success of that measure, by as- 
signing to it the earliest period with- 
,in according to such opinion, 

it^ighPc^ safely practicable. The 
measure had better not be begun at 
all, unless ther^be a determined pur- 
pose to carry it to ils completion, as 
an ineflectual attempt might create 
great mischief and distress, and would 
not leave any benehcial result to re- 
pay the country for what it may have 
Sjjiffered. 

• From thus extending the period, 
iP seems to the Committcie that cod- 
j^iderablc advantages would arise, 
'fhosc who think that the object is to 
he accomplished only by the means 
of a considerable reduction of the 
notes of the Rank of England, and 
that the inconveniences, which they 
acknowledge to be the necessary re- 
sult of such reduction, would beam- 
j)ly compensated by the restoration 
of the ancient metallic standard, feel 
considerable anxiety to diminish the 
extent of these inconveniences. 
Those who ex|)oct little of no incon- 
venience to arise frdm the nicasurcs 
necessary for the attainment of this 
object, are nevertheless sensible of 
the difficulties which are opposed to 
its early accomplishment by the pre- 
sent state of the Bank treasure, and 
by the existing (though as they hope 
temporary) commercial pressure 
They are on this latter account par- 
ticularly desirous to afla^ even those 
apprehensions which -they deem un- 
founded or exaggerated, and are sa- 
tisfied that, provided the ultimate ob- 
ject be secured, the intermediate 
p ressu re ,^wh ate ver maybe iBs degree, 
would be materially lightened by be- 
ing spread over a gfeater length of 
time. 

Tliose, on the other hand, who feel 
less confident in the effect of such a 
reduction — who think that, even were 
its effect certain, it could only be pro- 
duced by the creation of a greater 

Vox.. Xxf. PART II. 


degree of distress tlTan the public 
could well bear — who look to the 
cessation of those temporary causes, 
to which they attribute the largest 
share in producing the unfavourable 
state of exchanges and the high price 
of gold, as the natural remedy for the 
evil — and who expect, that in 
long space of time the favourable ba- 
hmee of payments (the usual result 
of the extent and nature of our com- 
merce) will, without incurring any 
distress by taking )ncasures for the 
forgible produ{;tiori of such a change, 
lead insensibly, but with sufficient 
certainty, to the attainment of the 
object in view — all persons who en- 
tertain those opinions must feel still 
more anxiety for the extension of the 
period. 

There arc, however, some mea- 
sures of preparation which, whatever 
time may be fixed, appear desirable, 
jf not indispensable. 

It is well known that the Bank has 
always been in the habit of making 
large advances to the Government 
for the public service. These ad- 
vances are partly made under special 
acts of Parliament, upon securities 
therein provided. There is another 
species of accommodation which has 
also been afforded by the Bank, viz. 
the purchase of Exchequer bills to a 
large amount. For the state of the 
law upon this subject the Committee 
*beg to refer to a paper which has 
been laid before them, and which is 
inserted in their Appendix.* The a- 
mount of the Exchequer bills and o- 
ther Government securities, either 
held or purchased Uy the Bank at 
•different periods, will also be found 
in the account which i^^here insert- 
ed. The different applications made 
by the Treasury to the Bank for ac- 
commodation are fully detailed in the 
annexed accounts and correspon*- 
dence. The principles upon whicj;i 
the Treasury lias acted In nwiking 
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these applications during the last four 
years arc explained in a memoran- 
dum delivered to the Committee by 
the first Commissioner of that Board ; 
and important information respect- 
ing these transactions will be found 
in the evidence of Mr Harman, whoj^ 
during the greatest part of tlic period 
last referred to, was either Governor 
or Deputy Governor of the Bank.* 
The Committee think it proper to 
remark, that whatever effect the ex- 
tent of the advances here referred to 
might have had upon .the powca of 
the Bank, at any given moment, en- 
tirely to resume cash payments, sup- 
posing other circumstances had not 
intervened to prevent such resump- 
tion, they do not appear to have had 
any influence in diminishing the ex- 
tent of the accommodation received 
by the public for commercial pur- 
poses. in the opinion of most of the 
witnesses who have been examined, 
the abundance of circulation produ- 
ced by the liberal issue of Bank-notes, 
upon whatever securities they were 
issued, has produced indirectly as 
great facilities to commerce as if they 
had been directly issued in commer- 
cial discounts. A transfer, to a con- 
siderable degree, of the discount 
trade from the Bank to private bank- 
ers and merchants is stated to have 
taken place ; but the facilities afford- 
ed to commerce were at least as great ^ 
in the latter case as in the former, 
the discounts made by the Bank were 
more restricted in point of time, were 
limited by the necessity imposed up- 
on the applicant of bringing two and 
sometimes moro securities, ai^ were 
granted only at five per cent, at a* 
time when f>riyate^ merchants and 
bankers were discounting at a lower 
rate. 

The effect, however, of the extent 
ot* the advances to Government up- 
Qfi the situation of the Bank, when 


preparing for a resumption of cash 
payments, is evidently to cramp its 
operations, by placing a kir^ 
portion of its issues bcy(||nd its con- 
trol. The advances made directly to 
Government are only repaid at the 
period fixed by taw, Tlie Exchequer 
bills purchased by the Bank could 
not be sold in jarge quantities with- 
out reducing them to a considerable 
discount ; and this discount would 
bring them into the Exchequer in 
[layinent of the taxes, to such an ex- 
tent as might materially derange tfie 
provisions for the public service. An 
unders ta nd i ng, iher cfo re, without 
express agreement, appears to have 
prevailed, that, when thus purchased, 
they should not be sold by the Bank. 
On the other hand, the issues of notes 
upon discount revert to the Bank at 
periods so short, that any reduction 
of the paper so issued, which cir- 
cumstances may render necessary, is 
always within their reach : with this 
control over their issues, they are en- 
abled to feel then wa3i^and to restrict 
or enlarge them, either as the wants 
of the country may permit ondemand, 
or as the state of the exchanges nnd 
the price of gold may appear to re- 
quire. 

It appears, therefore, to the Com- 
mittee to be highly expedient, that 
means sliould be taken to repay to 
the Bank a large amount of these 
advances an early period. 

In considering the means of pro- 
viding for the future a safe and suf- 
ficient circulating medium for the 
country, the Committee were natu- 
rally ledjo jnake inquiries as to what 
had been its amount, previously to 
the Bank restriction, when it con- 
sisted partly of gold coin, and partly 
of paper; what has been its amount 
during the interval, when there was 
little or no gold coin in circulation ; 
and what is likely to be its amount, 
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and what ought to be its composi* 
lion, when a metaUie standard is rc- 
3tqrci-^ 

Upon tt^ first of these heads they 
neither found, nor indeed could they 
expect to find* any ground, from 
which a satisfactory Aoncliisi^n could 
be drawn. The only certain data at 
any period arc the nci|;cs of the Bank 
of England. The amount of coin 
rests oqly upon estimates formed in 
aigreat degree upon conjecture; and 
'the official accounts offer little infor- 
mation respecting the issues of Coun- 
try Banks at that period, as the 
stamps upon these notes were not 
then sufficiently distinguished in 
those accounts from other stamps. 
It is known that in 1702, those issues 
had been considerably extended ; 
that after the commercial difficulties 
of 1793, they were greatly reduced ; 
and in 1707, had not reached their 
former amount. 

Taking, however, the amount of 
the gold coin in circitlation at 
L. 5,000,000 bdowtljc estimate made 
by the late Lord Liverpool, viz. 
at • . - • - - L. 25,000,000 

Tilt notes of the Bank 

of England at 10,500,000 

The country notc.s, in- 
cluding Scotland, may 
be conjectured to have 
been - - 7,000,000 

The amount of circula-, 
ting medium before the 
Bank restriction will 
be - - L. 42,500,000 

Exclusive of silver and other means 
of ciroulation. • * 

Upon the second heaJ, viz. thea- 
m ount of the ci rcula ting medi urn since 
the restriction, there are undoubted- 
ly, at least as to a portion of the pe- 
riod, somewhat better materials for 
calculation. That part which is cer- 
tain, viz. the amount of the notes of 
the Bank jaf England, has borne so 


niucli higher a proportion to the 
whole of the circulating medium, 
that the uncertainty which rests up- 
on thcrcmaindci^has less proportion- 
al effect upon the gencfTal result: 
The details of these issues appear in 
tjie accounts in tlic Appendix. 

The variations in the amount, of 
these issues, in the week imnfbdiate- 
ly» preceding, and in that immediate- 
ly following the payment of the di- 
vidend upon the national debt, are 
so considerable (being from 3 to 
L.5^000,000 In January and July, 
and from 2 to L.3,000,00() in April 
and October,) that in considering 
the general circulation of the coun- 
try, it seems better to take an ave- 
rage of the issues for six months, 
than to form any calculation upon a 
shorter period. Stated upon this 
principle, it appears that they did 
not reach L.l 5,000,000 before the 
first six months of 1800; that they 
never reached L. 20,000,000 before 
the first six months in 1810, in the lat- 
ter six months of which year they 
exceeded L.24,000,000. The varia- 
tions for the next three years were 
not considerable ; but the rise du- 
ring the year 1814 was rapid, and 
carried their amount, upon the ave- 
rage of the last six months, to above 
L.28,000,000. The lowest point to 
which they fell was between 26 and 
, L.27,000,000 in the first six months 
Vif 1816. The highest to which they 
rose was in the last six months of 
1817, when they were at their great- 
est average amount, viz.L.20,000,COO, 
and from that period they have 
graduj\|ly decreased nearly to 
•L.25, 000,000, prctiously to the is- 
sue of the last dividencl». 

Tile amount, however, of Bank of 
England paper actually in circula- 
tion i.'! not always to be measured by 
the extent of its issues. When credit 
is flourishing, the reserve of Bank gf 
England notes kept by country 
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bankers will be considerably less 
than when any local or general diffi- 
culties oblige them to make more 
ample prepar£^ ions against large and 
sudden demands ; and this reserve 
must, in the present state of our cir- 
culating medium, consist of a great 
prgportion of notes of the Bank of 
England, into which their own notes 
are legally convertible. It will con- 
sist also, to some extent, of notes of 
other Country Banks, in exchange 
for which they can demand from 
those Banks, notes of the Bank of 
England. In a state of imperfect 
credit, the Country Banks will also 
reduce^their own issues, and will ci- 
ther never issue at all, or refrain 
from rc-issuing a larger proportion 
of their own notes, which they keep 
by them ready stamped ; so that, 
even if the amount of stamped notes 
actually in existence in any given 
year could be ascertained with cer- 
tainty, (which is very far from being 
the case), the proportion of such 
notes at that time actually in circu- 
lation could not from thence be infer- 
red with accuracy. A similar degree 
of uncertainty as to the amount of 
the circulating medium must exist, 
as far as it arises from the varying 
reserves of all bankers, even when 
that circulating medium consists in 
part of gold, and will then equally 
apply, which it does not now% to the 
reserve of the Bank of England, 
With respect, however, to that 
part of dur currency which has con- 
sisted of Country Bank-notes, the 
Committee have endeavoured, from 
such accounts as have been furnish- 
ed them from the Stamp-oftice, tc 
form some e;jstimate of their amount. 
The difficulties of various descrip- 
tions, which throw a great uncertain- 
ty upon any calculatiohs founded 
upon these accounts, are explained 
in statements delivered in by Mr 
:Sedgpwick, which are to be found 


in the Appendix. From these ma- 
terials two calculations *have been 
drawn. The grounds upoivpd^ch 
each of them rest are to ^ found in 
the appendix. The Committee are 
inclined tb that of these two approxi- 
mating estimates, the second is the 
best adapted to their view of the 
subject ; but they submit them both 
to the House with a full sense of the 
imperfection to which they arc ne- 
cessarily liable. • 


F.7. ' 


F. 8. 

21.574,000 .... 

. 1810 

. 21,819,000 

20,977.000 .... 

.. 1811 

. 21,453,000 

20,047,000 .... 

.. 1812 

. 19,944,000 

22,342,000 ..... 

.. 1813 

. 22,597,000 

21,672,000 

.. 1814 

. 22,709,000 

20,378,000 .... 

.. 1815 

. 19,011,000 

15.525,000 .... 

.. 1816 

. 15,096,000 

15,8C2,000 .... 

.. 1817 

. 15,898,000 

20,044.000 .... 

.. 1818 

. 20,507,000 


These estimates must indeed be 
not only far removed from accuracy 
respecting any particular year, but 
many causes of uncertainty attach to 
them even if they were considered 
merely as affording data fnr calcu- 
lating the relative circulation of.dif- 
ferent years. In this respect, how- 
ever, they derive confirmation, es- 
pecially the latter, from their corre- 
spondence with the general tenor of 
the evidence of persons connected 
with the Country Banks. The esti- 
mates which these persons have form- 
ed as to the amount of the country 
notes, grounded upon local know- 
ledge, and extended by inference to 
the whole kingdom, will be found in 
the minutes. 

Much ifiiportant information re- 
specting the nature of this circula- 
tion will be found in the evidence, 
and particularly as to the different 
practice which obtains in different 
parts of the kingdom, more especial- 
ly in Norfolk and in Lancashire. 

The calculations founded upon the 
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accounts from the Stamp-office, 
(which alford nO distinct data prior 
tc ihb 1809,) would leave the 
Committ^^e to suppose that the a- 
mount has varied, between 1810 and 
1818, from bSlow 16 to* above 22 
millions ; that it was at tl#e highest 
in 1814; at the dowcst in 1816 and 


ISia l^ank of England, 

• Country Banka, 

9811. Bank of England, 

Country Banks, 

1812. Bank of England, 

Country Banks, 

1813. Bank of England, 

Country Banks, 

1814. Bank of Kngknd, 

Country Banks, 

1815. Bank of England, 

Country Banks, 

1810'. Bank of England, 

Country fianks,” 

I8f7: Bank of England, 

Country Banks, 

1818. Bank of England, 

Country Banks, 

To this must bo ndded about 
L.271,000 for the avernge circula-* 
tion of unstamped small notes issued 
by the three Chartered Banks in 
Scotland, which arc not included in 
the Stamp-office accounts. 

The result of this cstirpato would 
be, that the circulating medium* of 
England, as far as it consists of notes * 
of the Bank of England or of Coun- 
try Bank-notes, between 1810 and 
1818, both years inclusive, has varied 
from about forty -two inillions to a- 
bove forty-eight millions ; and that 
it was highest in 1814, and lowest in 

1816. • 


1817 : and that it has again risen in 
1818. 

Combining the accurate statements 
of the issues of«the Bank of England 
upon the average of each year, with 
the result of the inquiry into the is- 
.sues of Country Banks, the account 
would stand thus : 

• F. 7 1 \ 8. 

22 . 541.000 22 , 541,000 

21 . 374.000 21 , 819,000 

44 , 9 1 5,000 44/560,000 

23 . 282.000 • 23 , 282.000 

20t97 7,000 • 21 , 545,000 

44 , 259,000 44 , 825,000 

23 . 237.000 25 , 257,000 

20.047.000 1 9,944,000 

43,284,000 43, 1 8 l.OOQ 

24 . 025.000 24 , 025,000 

22 . 342.000 22 , 597,000 

46 , 565,000 46 , 620,000 

26 . 90 1 .000 26 , 90 1 ,000 

21.672.000 22,709,000 

48,573,000 48,610,000 

26.686.000 26 , 886,000 

20 . 578.000 19 , 011,000 

47 , 264 ,( X)0 45 , 897,000 

26.574.000 26,574,000 

1 5,525, tK)0 1 5,096,000 

12,099,000 4 1 ,6*70,000 

28 . 274.000 28 , 274,000 

15 . 862.000 15 , 898,000 

4 4, 1 36,000 44, 1 7 2,000 

27.220.000 27,220,0fH) 

20 . 044.000 20 , 507,000 

47 , 5 - 64,000 47 , 727,000 

With respect to the numerical a- 
mount of circulating medium neces- 
sary to carry on with facility the 
transactions of the country, whatever 
may be the composition of such cir- 
culating medium, it is evidently im- 
possible to form any judgment. 

TlvJ great increaSc of the transac- 
tions of this coufltrj in every part 
of its home trade and agriculture; 
the rise of the amount of its ex|)orts 
and imports (even according to the 
official value, which is much hti^w 
the real value) from L.5J ,2fil,000, 
on the average of three years 
ceding 1797, to L 82,T./0;(^K), on 
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|]ic average of the* three last years 
of which the accounts have been gi- 
ven in ; the increase of the charge of 
the national debt from L. 13,430, (X)0 
in 1797 to L.43, 819.000 in 1819; 
and the amount of the taxes, which 
since J[792 have arisen from about 
16,to 50 millions (an increase occa- 
sioncd>not merely by an increased 
rate of taxation upon the same arti- 
cles but by the imposition of new 
taxes upon a great variety of arti- 
cles) might have been expected to 
require a mucli larger increase of 
circulating medium. It is, however, 
obvious that such amount would not 
have necessarily borne any specific 
proportion to the amount of transac- 
tions of every kind, or to that of re- 
venue. The flourishing state of 
commerce and of credit producing a 
greater rapidity of circulation, will 
have enabled the same quantity of 
circulating medium to carry on a 
much greater amount of transac- 
tions ; and the various modifications 
of credit to which such a state of 
things gives birth, together with the 
successive improvements in the ar- 
rangements of commercial and bank- 
ing business, must have hud the 
same effect to a great extent. There 
must also obviously be a great dif- 
ference in the required amount 
of a currency consisting of paper 
only, and that of a currency consist- 
ing partly of paper, and also, in a 
large proportion, of gold. It is to 
these circumstances (co-operating 
possibly with others) tliat we may 
perhaps attribute the sufficiency of 
the circulating medium actually ex- 
isting to perforw functions to so 
much larger, an amount than were 
performed in 1797 by the circulat- 
ing medium then existing, which 
was probably not many millions less 
than at present. 

Whof propoiiions the varioie 


component parts of the circulating 
medium may bene to each other, 
after tlic resumption of oash pay- 
ments, it is difficult to ponjecture. 
They must evidently bo influenced 
by the future regulalions of Parlia- 
ment,, u&ith respect to the nature 
and description of the paper cur- 
rency. 

If the paper currency is to be con- 
fined, as it was within a short, period 
before the Bank restriction, to th^ 
issue of notes of L. 10 and upwards 
by the Ban!: of England, and of L.5 
and upwards by the Country Banks, 
the necessity for a very large amount 
of gold coin for smaller payments 
is evidcnily indispensable. Shonhl 
Parliament tliink proper to continue 
both to the Bank of England and to 
Country Banks thq liberty of issuing 
notes of a lower denomination, and 
particularly of L. 1 and L.2, this per- 
mission would probably have the ef- 
fect of keeping up a paper circula- 
tion bearing a much larger propor- 
tion to the wdiole, thas^ in the former 
ease, and would so far diminish the 
necessity of an extensive circulation 
of gold coin. But although it would 
diminish that necessity, the degree 
in which it would diminish the de- 
mand for gold coin can only be sta- 
ted as a matter ol‘ conjecture. I’he 
established habits of the public may 
operate so decidedly in favour ol’ a 
paper circulation, that there might 
be only a very small demand for 
gold coin ; and as far as any judg- 
ment can be forint d from tJni short 
interval dming which the Bank is- 
sued golc^coin in exchange ^or their 
notes before the rise in the market 
price of gold occasioned a demand 
for exportation, this might probably 
be tlie case ; the period was, liow- 
cver, too short to afibrd sullltienf 
groumls for any decisive inferenec as 
to the future: and j( it on the olliei 
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hand the opinion of some of the wit- 
nesses, thtit the pew coin would be 
preferrei] to paper. 

The Committee, attaching great 
iiBportanc\i to the restoration of the 
paper currenejF to a metallic stand- 
ard, are also deeply impressed with 
the great advantages of such h cur- 
rency when so regulated ; and they 
think it highly desir^Ie that a large 
proportion at. least of the transac- 
tions of the country should be car- 
ried on by that medium. But the 
/luestion, what proportipn ought to 
be so carried on, (if it were a point 
capable of solution, or could be the 
subject of regulation), wherever a 
niiiccd circulating medium is permit- 
ted, is very dilVerent from the ques- 
tion, what proportion the dillercnt 
classes of such a mixetj circulating 
medium will actually bear to each 
other, when left to be decided by 
the supposed interest, or even by the 
inclination of the public. 

The latter question, however, is 
one, upon result ofwhicli, one 
way or the other,* the most serious 
practical consequences depend. 
Any judgment formed beforehand 
must unavoidably be conjectural, 
and yet upon such judgment we 
must be forced in some degree to 
act. Upon the greater or l(!se pro- 
bability that, in the event of the 
opening of the Bank upon the an- 
cient system, paper would still be*, 
preferred to coin, must depend the 
extent of the accninulation of such 
coin, with which the Bank must be 
prepared to meet that demand. Un- 
less this point be rightly*estimat#d, 
the Bank, on its first rc-opening,, 
might experience a demand, against 
which it would be difficult, if not 
impossible, to guard. 

If the Bank is to make prepara- 
tion, in the interval between the pre- 
sent lime and the expiralion of the 
rei?!rietion, to fill with gold coin all 


those channels of circulation which 
might possibly require to be so fill- 
ed, the very extent of the purchases 
of bullion, necessary to be made for 
such a purpose^ must in some de- 
gree, wliatcver may be the intervalf 
and in a very great degree, if that 
interval be short, tend to obstruct the 
attainment of the ultimate object — 
the equalization of the market price 
oT gold to its Mint price; and un- 
less the eflt'ct of these purchases 
were counteracted by a rapid re- 
duction of tht issues of the Bank, for 
commercial discounts and other pur- 
j)oses, to an extent of which the mis- 
chief has been so frequently referred 
to, the price of gold might be such, 
at the very moment of the resump- 
tion of cash payments (supposing 
that moment to be previously and 
unalterably fixed), as to render the 
continuance of such payments diffi- 
cult and hazardous. 

These considerations have led the 
Committee to examine with parti- 
cular attention a plan which has 
been suggested to them, and which, 
as it will appear by the evidence, is 
viewed in a very favourable light by 
many persons well qualified to form 
a judgment upon such a subject. 

The leading principle of this plan 
is, to restore to the country, by the 
speediest and safest means, a metal- 
lic standard, as the regulator of its 
paper currency, by permitting the 
Bank to pay its notes in gold bullion, 
at the Mint price, instead of gold 
coin. 

Various advantages appear to the 
Committee to attend this plan in 
preference to a simple resumption, 
in the first instance, of cash pay- 
ments by the Bank. It establishes, 
equally with cash payments, the 
princij)lc'and the salutary control o( 
a metallic standard, while it afl‘o|^ls 
the best prospect of avoiding or di- 
minishing many of the inconvcni^ii- 
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cee which are by many persons ap- 
prehended from that measure. It 
exempts the Bank from the obliga- 
tion of providing a quantity of gold 
necessary to replace, in case the 
public should prefer coin to paper, 
all the smaller notes to the amount 
probably of 15 or 16 millions, which 
are* now circulated in London and 
in the country ; and therefore, by 
relieving the bullion market from 
this demand, it prevents that aug- 
mentation of the price of gold which 
might be the conseqUfcnce of large 
purchases of that article made in a 
short space of time, under the pres- 
sure of a necessity publicly and pre- 
viously known. And it continues to 
the Bank, and therefore to the na- 
tion at large, all the advantages to 
be derived from the employment of 
a capital equal to the amount of all 
the small notes in circulation, whe- 
ther of the Bank of England or 
Country Banks. In the one case, 
this capital would still be, as it now 
is, employed in the support and ex- 
tension of agriculture and of com- 
merce, whether foreign or domestic ; 
in the other, it would be merely an 
addition to the dead stock of the 
country, producing neither profit 
nor advantage. 

It seems probable also, that when 
the Bank is made liable to pay only 
in bullion, and that only in exchange 
for notes to a certain amount, it 
would be chiefly subject to such de- 
mands as' might arise from the ex- 
cess of the market price of gold a- 
bove the Mint price, and the conse- 
quent profit upon exportation. To 
a demand resultin'^- from this source, 
every Bank issuing paper convertible 
into either of the precious metals 
must at all times be liable ; and un- 
less the market price of gold can be 
kt-pt within certain limits of devia- 
tion from the Mint price, either by 
the reduction of the issues of paper, 


or by tho effect of a favourable ba- 
lance of payments upo*b the ex- 
changes, the whole system .of bank- 
ing must necessarily fall to the 
ground. It is no objection, there- 
fore, to this plan, that it does not 
provide against a possible inconve- 
nience, which is, under such circum- 
stances, an inseparable attendant up- 
on all paper currency so convertible 
— that is, upon all paper currency 
which is secured from great and inr 
convenient variations. The plan^, 
hflwcver, contains in itself, during 
the period which may elapse before 
the market price of gold falls to the 
Mint price, a considerable guard 
even against this danger, a guard 
which did not exist in the mixed 
state of our currency. As it would 
be impossible for any person to draw 
bullion from the Bank, except in 
exchange for Bank-notes, no demand 
could be made upon the Bank to 
any great extent for gold without oc- 
casioning a scarcity in the currency, 
w'hich would tend to raise the value 
of those notes, and to remove the 
temptation to present them in ex- 
change for bullion. The same cir- 
cumstance would operate to check 
any demand, which might arise from 
a sudden panic ; and the rapidity of 
such demand, in which its chief dan- 
ger consists, might besomewhat dimi- 
nished by the necessity of collecting 
notes to that amount, in exchange 
for which payment in bullion would 
be demaridable. And in whatever 
degree a disposition may have ex- 
isted to hoard coin, there would pro- 
bably be less disposition to demand 
bullion from the Bank for that pur- 
pose. 

The Committee, in recommend- 
ing the principle of this plan of re- 
sumption to the favourable con- 
sideration of the House, think it 
nevertheless their duty to suggest 
such provisions as have occurred to 
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them, by which, in their opinion, 
without wehkenin^ its efficacy, or im- 
pairing any of its advantages, its 
operation would be facilitated and 
ensured. 

In the first sif^gestion of the plan, 
it was proposed chat the Bank, up- 
on the removal of the present re- 
striction, should immediately pay in 
bullion at the Mint price, instead of 
paying. in coin. The Committee 
have laid before the House, in the 
'fymer part of this Report, the con- 
siderations which induce them to 
think that it must be desirable upon 
the whole to allow a considerable 
interval of time before the Bank 
should be required to resume cash 
payments upon the ancient system. 
These considerations would operate 
in a great, although not an equal 
degree, against the too early adop- 
tion of the plan for bullion payments 
at the Mint price. The objection 
to the prolongation of the period in 
the former case was chiefly this — 
that the couniry would be left du- 
ring that period, whatever it might 
be, without the certainty of any pro- 
gress being made towards the re- 
adoption of a metallic standard of 
value. The interposition of bullion 
payments affords means of obtaining 
this security, which cannot be pro- 
vided with equal advantage under 
the simple resumption of cash pay- 
ments. The resumption of bullion 
payments may, if Parliament should 
think proper, commence at an earlier 
time, and at the present market 
price of gold. Successive periods 
might, if» thought necessary, be fijf- 
ed, at which the rate of bullion pay- 
ments should be gradually lowered, 
until it should fuiaily be brought 
down to the Mint price. The same 
principle of gradation could not be 
applied to payments in coin, with- 
out the great and obvious inconveni- 
ence whicjj must result from succes- 


sive variations in its circulating va- 
lue. 

The effect of this graduated scale 
would be to re-establish, from the 
first commencement of its opera- 
tion, the principle of a metallic 
^ndard. It would indeed not at 
once be a recurrence to the ancient 
standard ; but an approxhnation 
would be gradually made towards 
it, and at no distant period it would 
be attained. The necessity under 
which the Bayk would be placed of 
regulating its* proceedings, with a 
view to the commencement of bul- 
lion payments upon this system, 
woula give a security, perhaps un- 
necessary, but satisfactory to the 
public, that some progress was ac- 
' tually making towards the ultimate 
object. As the Bank would at 
the same time be relieved from an 
early recurrence to cash payments 
upon the ancient system, it would 
gain a longer interval for the gradual 
accumulation of its treasures ; any 
reduction of its issues which might 
be Ibuiul necessary might be gra- 
dually made ; and all persons enga- 
ged in commerce would also be en- 
abled to accommodate their transac- 
tions to the new state of our circula- 
tion. 

It has been suggested that the 
Bunk might have the option of pay- 
•ing ill bullion or in coin; but the 
tommittee are inclined to think, 
that even at the time wl.icn this 
scale shall have reached the Mint 
price, the Bank should begin to pay 
in bullion only. If there is any 
weight*in the argument, that one of 
\he great advantages ^f the propo- 
sed plan, with the modification sug- 
gested, is this, that it would render 
it safe for tlie Bank to open with a 
much smaller amount of treasurfj 
than might be thought necessary for 
the resumption of cash paymente 
.upon the ancient system, and there- 
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lore that it might begin its opera- 
tion at an earlier period, it is evi- 
dent, that iivere the Bank, from a 
preference of the ancient system, to 
determined to avail itself at that pe- 
riod of the option between bullion 
and ca.sh payments by paying in coin 
only, it must, in consequence of 
such determination, make more ra- 
pid and more extensive purcha^'es 
of gold in the interval, and thereby 
impede the gradual progress of its 
reduction to the Mint price, which 
is the main object to »)e attained. 
There is also another evil against 
which it would be expedient to pro- 
vide a guard, viz. the possibility of 
an excessive reduction of the cir- 
culating medium during the opera- 
tion oi' this plan. Tins might be 
prevented by imposing upon the 
Bank the obligation of giving their 
notes in exchange for gold bullion 
(if tendered to them) at fixed prices, 
eithcT taken somewhat below the 
Mint price, or, in tlic first instance, 
somewliat btlow the price at which 
the Bank should commence to pay 
in bullion; or further, if it should 
be thought proper to introduce more 
than one point in a graduated scale, 
at prices somewhat below those 
which might successively be fixed. 
Either of the latter expedients 
would afibrd a greater security a- 
gainst any excessive reduction of 
the issues of the Bank, but thejr 
might introduce a degree of compli- 
cation into the system, and might 
crump the operations of the Bunk 
in an inconvenient manner; and the 
CoromiUcr thiuk, that on tice whole 
a prefi'rable security would be af^ 
forded by leaving the Mint open to 
the public, by which any consider- 
able deficiency in the paper currency 
would be supplied, and its effects 
eountcracted by llie coinage of gold. 

^ In order to bring before view 
of ilu’ Ilotise with more distinelness 


the whole of the plan which the 
Committee beg l(5ave to recommend 
to their consideration, jthey will 
state shortly tlie different parts of 
which it consists : — 

1 . Thdt provision* should be made 
by Parliament for a repayment of 
the debt of Government to the Bank 
to a considerable amount, and that 
a part of that repayment should 
take place some time antecedent to 
the first period which may be fix^d 
for the commencement of bullion 
payments by the Bank. 

2. That from and after the 1st 
of December J819, or at latest the 
Jst February 1820, the Bank of 
England should be required to pay 
its notes in gold bullion duly assayed 
and stamped in bis Majesty^s Mint 
ifdcmanded, in sums of not less than 
the value of sixty ounces, at the 
price of L. 4, Is. per ounce of stan- 
dard bullion ; that on the 1st of No- 
vember 1820, or at such other pe- 
riod as may be fixed, the price shall 
he reduced to L. 3 : 10 : 6, unless the 
Bank shall have previously reduced 
it to that rate, it being always un- 
derstood that the price, when ence 
lowered, shall not again be raised 
by the Bank ; and that on the 1st 
of May 1821, the Bank shall pay its 
notes, if demanded, in gold bullion, 
in sums of not less tlian the value 
of thirty ounces, at the price of 
L. 3 ; J 7 : 10^ per ounce of standard 
bullion : 

3. That a weekly account of the 
average amount of notes in circula- 
tion during the preceding week shall 
he transmitted to the Privy Council ; 
and a quarterly account of the 
average amount of notes in circula- 
tion during the preceding quarter 
shall be published in the London 
(hizette : 

4. 'fliat for 2 years, from and af- 
ter tlic 1st of May 1821, the Bank 
shall pay its note." in gold bullion 
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only at the Mint price; and that 
whenever *Parliatncnt shall think 
proper to« require the Bank to pay 
its notes in coin, notice thereof shall 
be given to the Bank one year be- 
forehand, such hoticc not to he given 
before the 1st of May . 

Should Parliament think proper 
to adopt this plan foe the regulation 
of the Bank of England, it is evi- 
dent that provision must he made 
fvr applying the same principle to 
tj^e Bank of Ireland. ^ 

The Committee arc perfectly a- 
ware of an objection which may be 
stated to this plan, viz. that during 
its operation the country will pro- 
bably have no currency except pa- 
per, for payments beyond 40s., and 
that the advantage resulting from 
the convertibility of Batik notes in- 
to bullion appears to be given, at 
least in the first instance, only to the 
holders of large sums. 

In answer to this it must be re- 
membored, that so long the price 
of gold shall ^ontixiuc high enough 
to afford a profit upon the melting 
and expbrfation of coin, framed ac- 
cording to the present Mint regula- 
tions, there can be no circulation ol' 
gold coin in the country. Under 
such circumstances any further issue 
of gold coin would be useless ; it 
would indeed be worse than useless, 
as the purchase of the bullion to he 
coined would raise the price of gold, 
and the expense of coining it would 
be a waste of public money. Such 
an issue could only he useful when- 
ever the price of gold is sojfar below 
the Mint price as to coiqponsate tbr 
the interest lost during the time of 
coinage. But althoiigh the Commit- 
tee entertain great hopes that, dur- 
ing the operation of the plan in ques- 
tion, the price of gold will fall tn the 
Mint price at an earlier pi ried ihan 
what is fixed for its comphdion, yet 
the plan it|eir presumes that fucIi fall 


may not take place and have been ca- 
tahlished before the 1st of May I82L 

Under this certainty it would he 
difficult, if not impossible, to foresee 
any moment previous to tliat date at 
which it might he expedient to make 
^ucli an issue, or at wdiich the public 
would he able to avail itself of ^lio 
power of resorting to the Mint for 
the conversion of bullion into coin. 
But it will he able to avail itself of 
that power under the operation of 
this plan at as early a period as could 
reasonably he expected under any 
plan for the simple resumption of 
cash payments. In tlic interval the 
currency must consist (as it has long 
consisted) of paper alone; hut from 
the moment tliis plan begins to ope- 
rate, this ])apcr would have what it 
has not had since llie Bank restric- 
tion, and wdiat it could not have in 
the interval preceding a simple re- 
sumption of cash payments, a metal- 
lic standard for its regulator. The 
holder of large? sums in notes would 
indeed have the power of converting 
them into bullion at a fixed price by 
presenting them at the Bank; but 
the holder of a small sum in notes 
has not now, and could not have, the 
power of converting it into coin, un- 
der circumstances when, as has been 
before stated, no coin could remain 
and circulate in the country. The 
, latter, therefore, is exposed to no dis- 
*advantage whatever during the ope- 
ration of the present plan, to which 
he would not he exposed during the 
interval which must precede a simple 
resumption o(‘ cash payments ; hut 
he derives from the Mirst moment of 
•its commcnccmentfa participation in 
the security against fluctuation af- 
forded to llic holder of large sums. 

This detail of the plan now pro- 
posed by the Committee will, ihcij' 
hope, he suflieient to explain both its 
natuie and iis ohjeels. Above ail, 

_ rlu y tni'-t, it \vill l>e manifcj-t Itiat the 
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plan is now recommended by them 
as a temporary measure, as the mode 
which appears to them at once the 
most desirable, and the most efFectual 
for the attainment of the object which 
Parliament has in view — the restora* 
tion of our currency to its anciei^ 
standard of metallic value. They 
think it probable, as they have al- 
ready stated, that this object msy 
thus be attained at a period compa- 
ratively earlier than that for which 
they have ultimately provided. But 
they entertain a confirlcnt expeeta- 
tion that in this mode it will be ef- 
fected at that period, if not before, 
and with the least practical inconve- 
nience to any of the interests which 
it may affect. 

After the attainment of this first 
and great object, many important 
questions will still remain to be de- 
teniiined by the Legislature, respect- 
ing the system on which our currency, 
when regulated by a metallic stan- 
dard, may in other respects, with 
most advantage, he ultimately and 
permanently founded. But in these 
points the Committee think they 
should have* exceeded the limits of 
their duty, if they had ventured at 
the present period even to form, 
much more if they had submitted to 
Parliament, any final or decisive o- 
pinion. 

Whether the whole of ourcircula-* 
tion ami currency shall tlienceforlli 
be replaced either entirely on its an- 
cient footing, or with what degree of 
alteration, particularly in respect of 
the smaller notes, the issue of which 
was formerly {Irohibited ; viihether 
the payments of \lie Bank shall be* 
made at theiv option in bullion or in 
coin ; or those payments continuing 
to be made in bullion only, the Mint 
s^all be open to the public for coin- 
ing such bullion into gold coin, with 
Of without a seignorage or brassage ; 
or whether, with a view to realize 


the country a profit equal to the 
whole value of the gold employed 
as dead capital for the purpose of cir- 
culation, an endeavour shall be made 
to confine the whole of our currency 
(except for the small payments now 
made in«silver) to paper only, but to 
paper regulated by convertibility in- 
to bullion ; — these, with the nume- 
rous details connected with and de- 
pendent on them, al-e points upon 
which the House will find much use- 
ful information in various parts of tl^e 
evidence contained in the minutes, 
and upon which the Committee are 
satisfied that a better judgment than 
can be formed at present will be de- 
rived from the experience of the o- 
peration of the plan immediately in 
question. 

With respect to the decision to be 
taken as to the future circulation of 
the smaller notes, the Committee arc 
fully sensible that all views of expe- 
diency or profit in this respect must 
be combined with another most im- 
portant considecation^that of the 
comparative facility with which such 
paper, or the coins for which’it is sub- 
stituted, may respectively be coTin- 
terfeited. This point is essential to 
the success of any measure on this 
subject ; and it is of great weight in 
the opinion of the Committee, as con- 
nected with the comparative degree 
of temptation or encouragement 
which any of these systems may af- 
ford to crime, and the consequent 
necessity of frequent and severe pu- 
nishment. 

Under^these impressions the Com- 
nfiltee havq endeavoured with much 
anxiety to obtain information as to 
the progress and probable results of 
the inquiries which have lately been 
made, under the authority of his Ma- 
jesty \s commission, into the means of 
preventing, or rendering much more 
difficult than at present, the forgery 
of Bank paper. They Ivive leaint 
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that these results are not yet suffi- 
ciently manured h be brought with 
this view jn a complete shape under 
the consideration of Parliament ; but 
they find that the very able persons 
whose attcntiofi has beeir so bene- 
ficially employed in the examination 
of this subject, .entertain sanguine 
expectations that the principles which 
they have adopted U)r this purpose 
will, in their application, provide, if 
^ot a complete, at least a much more 
* cfFoctive check than has been provid- 
ed by any means yet adojited for tfte 
security of the Bank and of the pub- 
lic. in so far as the Committee has 
felt itself competent to judge of the 
probable operation of those princi- 
ples, they fully partake in this hope; 
and it is much strengthened by learn- 
ing, from the testimony of the Go- 
vernor of the Bank of Ireland, that 
the application even of a part of those 
principles lias been found there, in a 
very great degree, effectual for that 
purpose. 

There is another point to which 
the Committee think it of great iin- 
poFt^nce that Parliament should ad- 
vert. The large amount and nature 
of the advances made by the Bank 
for the public service have been sta- 
ted, on dilFereiit occasions, as oppo- 
sing considerable obstacles to the 
measures which would otherwise 
have been adopted by the Bank ; and 
the plan now recommended essen- 
tially depends upon a previous re- 
duction of them. But the inconve- 
nience of this mode of habitually pro- 
viding for the public exigencies to so 
great an, extent is not mdj-cly teaa- 
porary. It involves princTiples of con- 
siderable moment, with reference to 
the relation in which Government 
and the Bank are thereby placed to- 
wards each other. This system is 
not, however, of recent date. It had 
been acted upon to a large extent, 
for a long period of years before the 


first restriction upon the Bank. The 
amount of the advances appears to 
have subsequently increased with the 
succeeding embarrassments of the 
public service ; and the extraordinary 
exertions of the concluding years of 
the last war naturally produced an 
tinprecedented extension of them, A 
considerable reduction of tlvese ad- 
vances has since been effected, and a 
still further diminution of them is re- 
commended in this Report. It will 
be for the wisdom of Parliament to 
determine, whether, in order to guard 
against the unobserved recurrence of 
this practice, some permanent regu- 
lation ought not to be established, 
extending the very narrow restraint 
under which the Bank was original- 
ly placed in this respect, but impo- 
sing some new principle of limitation, 
so as on the one hand to allow the 
Bank such a free use of its capital as 
might enable it (as it appears to have 
done previously to the Bank restric- 
tion) to invest cither the whole or 
some limited proportion thereof, if 
not demanded for cornnmrcial dis- 
counts, in the purchase of Govern- 
ment securities ; and, on the other, 
to prevent it from engaging in such 
purchases for the accommodation of 
Government, wdien its own conve- 
nience or interest did not require 
them, or from entering into any en- 
^ gagement, express or implied, which 
*shaii prevent its bringing those se- 
curities freely into the market. It is 
obvious, that in imposing* any new- 
principle of limitation, exception 
must be made for cases of great 
emerg|!ncy, to be stated to Parlia- 
• ment and provided for by its express 
authority. • , 

Whatever may be the decision of 
Parliament upon all or any of the 
measures how in contemplation, the 
Committee think it will be desirable 
to repeal the laws which prohibit tj|e 
melting and deportation of the coin. 
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aiul wliic'li enact tliat all hullion in- 
tended lor exportation shall be sworn 
to consist of foreign gold or silver. 
The policy of these Jaws has long 
been held by the best writers on the 
subject to be at least dubious. From 
the nature of the article, so portable 
and so easily concealed, they could 
hardly be expected to be efficacious ; 
and experience has abundantly pro’"- 
cd their inefficacy. Notwithstanding 
the existence of these laws, the whole, 
or nearly the whole, of I he gold coin 
of this kingdom, amounting proba- 
bly to between 20 and 30 millions, has 
entirely disappeared, and scarcely a 
remnant now remains of the sove- 
reigns which were issued in the year 
1817. The prohibition, indeed, adds 
something to the difficulty, and con- 
secjuently to the expense of expor- 
tation ; and may, therefore, he sup- 
posed to operate, in some degree, as 
a seignorage upon our coin ; but it 
is a seignorage perpetually varying, 
according to tJie greater or lesser fa- 
cilities for smuggling which may at 
<lifterent moments exist, and afford- 
ing therefore an uncertain, and, in 
point of fact, an inadequate protec- 
tion. 

The means also, hy which this pro- 
tection is afforded are highly objec- 
tionable, there being no possibility of 
distinguishing between bullion pro- 
duced by the molting of foreign or 
of English coin, 'i’he only security is* 
that of an oath ; and the law, there- 
fore, has no other operation than to 
offer a great, and, as experience 
proves, a successful temptation to 
perjury. 

Even upon oui ancient system of 
coinage, in wliich the value of the 
metal in coin is equal to that of the 
metal in bullion, and the whole ex- 
ppnse of the coinage falls upon the 
jiublic, it may be doubted whether 
t|ie prohibition docs not increase ra- 
ther than diminish that expense ; al- 


though the latter was probably one 
of the chief objects which flic law had 
in view. As our coin is now either 
melted previously to exportation, or 
melted in the country to which it is 
exported, because h is not there 
known or current, when it returns, it 
returns in the shape of bullion, and 
if the Mint is open, and the price 
such as to make it worth coining, it 
is carried to the Mint and coined at 
the public expense. Whereas, ifouc 
coin were legally exportable, it would 
probably return into this country as 
coin, whenever the state of the ex- 
changes rendered it a more profitable 
remittance than bills or merchandise. 
No country in Europe has maintain- 
ed so large a metallic currency as 
France, without any prohibition up- 
on the mching, the export, or the 
sale of the coin. 

The Committee cannot conclude 
their Report, without adverting to 
the opinions which have been ex- 
pressed ajid very fully explained 
by some of the witnesses, that the 
present regulations of the Mint for 
the coinage of silver must of them- 
selves occasion a perpetual drain of 
gold from this country, and thereby 
oppose an insurmountable obstacle 
to the resumption of metallic pay- 
ments by the Bank, at the ancient 
standard of value. These opinions 
have been directly and strongly con- 
troverted by other witnesses. The 
Committee more particularly refer to 
the evidence of Mr Page and Mr 
Fletcher on one side, and Mr Mush- 
ett on the other ; and to a paper re- 
ceived f'-bni the master of his Ma- 
jesty’s Mint : but much important 
information on Hiis part of the sub- 
ject may likewise be collected from 
the testimony of others, whose sen- 
timents and authority upon such mat- 
ters must be of great weight. The 
Committee, being fully sensible, that if 
the opinions of the two first witnesses 
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be well founded, ^any attempt to re- 
move the Restriction upon the Bank 
must prove inefFcctual, unless the 
Mint regulations for the coinage of 
silver were first altered, according to 
the principle u[fon which that opinion 
appears to be founded, haji^c ^^ivcii 
this part of the subject full conside- 
ration ; and they thii^k it their duty 
to state, that they sec no ground to 
apprehend that the present Mint re- 
flations respecting ihc silver coin- 
age, so long as such silver coin shall 
not be a legal tender beyond the a- 
mount of forty shillings, and the Mint 
shall not bo open to the public for the 
coinage of that metal, will oppose any 
obstacle to the successful execution 
of the plan which they have ventured 
to recommend. 

The House will find,i in various 


parts of tlie evidence, and in the Ap- 
pendix, a great mass of valuable in- 
formation, illustrating not only those 
points which the Committee have 
dwelt upon iii their Reperrt, but also 
many oilier points of considerable 
nnportance to which they did not 
think it necessary to advert. They 
have judged it best to confint; them- 
saives as much as possible to a prac- 
tical view of tlie question referred to 
them by the House, and to rest the 
proposal which they liavc brought 
forward upon! grounds which might 
recommend it sufficiently, if not 
equally, to persons widely diftering 
in opinion upon many of tlie consU 
derations involved in any discussion 
upon so extensive and complicated a 
subject. 


SECOND IIEPOIIT 


From the Secret Committee, on the Expediency of the Bank resuming Cash 

Payments. 


The Committee of Secrecy ap- 
pointed to consider of the state of the 
Rank of England, with reference to 
the expediency of the resumption of 
cash payments at the pefiod fixed by 
law, and into such.othcr matters as 
are connected therewith ; and to re- 
port to the House such information 
relative thereto as may be disclosed 
without injury to the public inte- 
rests, with ihcir observations there- 
upon; have further considered the 


matters to them referred, -and have 
agreed upon the following Report: — 
Your Cuniniittee will preface the 
observations they haye to make upon 
^the matters inime4iatcly referred to 
them by the House, by a brief reca- 
pitulation of the lawswliich imposed 
and liavc continued the restriction 
upon paynlcnts in cash by the Bank 
of England. * 

• It is not necessary to advert to the 
circumstances* under which ijiat rb- 
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striction was originally imposed by 
order in Council in the year 1797, as 
they became the subject of Pariia- 
mentary inquiry previously to the 
passing of the act by which the re- 
striction was confirmed and con- 
tinued. Its duration was limited by 
the first act, which received the royal 
assent (On the 3d 1797, to the 
24'th June following. From that pe- 
riod it was continued until one month 
after the commencement of the suc- 
ceeding session ; and again, by the 
first act of that scssvon, until one 
month after the conclusion of the 
war, by a definitive treaty of peace. 

In liSO-2, the provisions of the acts 
above referred to were continued in 
operation until the 1st March of the 
following year ; they were further 
continued until six weeks after the 
comniencomont of the then next ses- 
sion of Parliament, before which pe- 
riod war having again broken out, 
th(;y were continued until six months 
after the ratification of a definitive 
treaty of peace. 

An act which passed in <he year 
1814 continued the restriction until 
the 25th March of the following 
year, wlien, hy an act which recited 
in the preamble, “ that it was highly 
desirable that the Bank of England 
should as soon as possible return to 
the payment of its notes in cash,** 
the further suspension of cash pay- 
ments was directed until the 5th of 
July 18 1(). 

In 18 j 6 it was again continued till 
the 5th July 1818, the preamble of 
the act reciting, “ that it is highly 
desirable that (he Bank of England 
should as soon possible return to 
the payment of its notes in cash, but 
it is expedient that the provisions of 
the acts imposing the restriction 
shall be further continued, in order 
to afford time to the Directors of 
the Bank to make such preparations 
as to /,heir discretion and experience 


may appear most expedient for ena- 
bling them to res'ume payments in 
cash without public inconvenience, 
and at the earliest period^ and that 
a time should be fixed at which the 
.said restriction should cease.’* 

The act which passed in the last 
session, ''after reciting that it is high- 
ly desirable that the Bank of Eng- 
land should soon as possible re- 
turn to the payment of its notes in 
cash, and that “ unforeseen Circum- 
stances, which have occurred since 
l^ie passing of the last act contin.-- 
ing the restriction, have rendered it 
expedient that the restriction should 
be further continued, and that an- 
other period should be fixed for the 
termination thereof,” directed that 
the suspension should remain in 
force another year. 

The restriction therefore at pre- 
sent btands limited to the 5th July 
next ; and, in fulfilment of the duty 
imposed upon them by the House, 
your Committoc will proceed, in the 
first instance, to report the result of 
their inquiries Ihto tlie state of the 
Bank of England, and their opinion 
with respect to the expediency^ of 
the resumption of payments in spe- 
cie, at the period at which by law 
they are to be resumed. 

1- Your Committee called for an 
account of the total amount of out- 
standing demands on the Bank of 
England, and of the funds in the 
possession of the bank for the dis- 
charge of those demands ; and have 
ascertained that the sum which the 
Bank were liable to be called on to 
pay in fulfilment of their engage- 
ments, amounted on the Sdth Janu- 
ary last to L. 33,894,580, and that 
the Bank were then in possession of 
Government securities and other cre- 
dits to the amount of L.39, 096,900, 
leaving a surplus in favour of the 
Bank of England of L. 5,202,320 ; 
exclusive of the permanent debt due 
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from Governmenti to the Bank of 
L.l 4,68698018, repayable on the ex- 
piration of.the charter. 

This document furnishes a clear 
'and decisive' proof of the flourishing 
condition of the* affairs of the Bank 
of England, and justifies that ample 
confidence which- ■ the public have 
reposed in the stability of their re- 
sources. 

The oext point upon which the 
Committed required information re- 
spects the amount of cash and bul- 
lion in the coffers of the Bank, at the* 
present and at various other periods 
since the year 1797. 

After several fluctuations in the 
amount of their treasure, which was 
very much reduced at the close of 
the war, there appears to have been 
a gradual increase from khe month 
of July 1815, to the month of Octo- 
ber in the year 1817. During the 
interval between July lvS16 and 
July 1817, the market price of gold 
did not exceed L.8, 19s. pec oz. The 
exchanges with •the Continent for a 
very considerable portion of that pe- 
riod ^ere’in favour of this country; 
and ’the Bank took advantage of 
those circumstances, and made a 
great addition to the amount of the 
precious metals in their possession. 
The purchases made by the Bank 
appear to have had no unfavourable 
effect on the price of gold ; and there 
is reason to believe, thaUit would 
have fallen to the Mint price, had 
not the Bank fixed the rate, at which 
they were willing to purchase, at 
L. 3 : 18 : 6 per oz, Mr Goldsmid 
informed klie Committee, , that “ at* 
that period there were no other buy- 
ers in the market at the price which 
was given by the Bank ; had there 
been, they would have been suppli- 
ed on the same terms, if they had 
wanted gold.’^ Being asked whe- 
ther, if the Bank had not been pur- 
chasers at 'P.S : 18 :6, he believes 
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the price of gold would have fallen 
to the Mint price, he answers, I 
think it might after some time ; but 
that is matter of opinion only.” 

In the year 1817, the Bofdk had a 
much larger amount of cash and 
bullion in their coffers, than they 
had been in possession of at any 
former period since their estahlish- 
meat. From the commencement of 
the year 1818 the stock has been 
progressively diminished. This di- 
minution has taken place in conse- 
quence of eng^ements into which 
the Bank entered (in conformity 
with the power reserved to them by 
the original restriction act) in the 
months of November 1816, and April 
and September of the following 
year, to pay in the first and second 
instance cash for all notes issued 
prior to the 1st of January 1812 and 
1st of January 1816; and in ihe lat- 
ter to pay cash for their notes of 
every denomination dated prior to 
the 1st of January J817. 

The total quantity of gold coin is- 
sued from the Bank, in consequence 
of tlie engagements thus entered in- 
to, and the continuance of the frac- 
tional payments under five pounds, 
appears, by accounts before the 
House, to have amounted, between 
the 1st of January 1817 and the 1st 
of January 1819, to the sum of 
1*. 1,596,256 in guineas and half 
guineas, and in sovereigns and half 
sovereigns to L. 4,459,725. Your 
Committee have ascertained’, that 
subsequently to the 1st of January 
there has been a further demand 
on the Bank for gold to the cx- 
t^t of about L. 7005000. The to- 
tal sum, therefore, whicl> has been 
issued by the Bank since the com- 
mencement pf the year 1817 has 
been about L. 6,756,000 ; and no ^ 
doubt can be entertained that the 
coin thus drawn from the Bank was ^ 
demanded, not for the purposes? of 
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internal circulation, but in order to 
realize a profit, either on its sale as 
bullion in this country, or on its ex- 
portation. 

Your Committee are confirmed in 
this conclusion by the documents 
before the House, from which it ap- 
pears, that the sum issued from tW 
9th cf December 181(5, (when the 
notes of the Bank became pay?,ble 
under the notice issued in the pre- 
ceding month), to July 1817, a- 
mounted only to L. 38,020, 10s., 
though the Bank hap become liable 
on the 2d of May of the latter year 
to pay cash for all their notes of L.l 
and L.2 value, dated prior to the 1st 
of January 18 K5. 

In July 1817, the former ex- 
changes became uni'avourable, and 
have continued so since that period; 
a profit has been realized on the cx- 
ortation of gold coin, and the Bank 
as been subject to a constant de- 
mand for cash in payment of their 
notes. 

The following extract from the 
evidence given by Mr Alexander 
Baring shows the puiiioses to which 
a con.sidi'rable portion of the gold 
thus willidrawn from the coffers of 
the Bank has been applied: — In 
France it appears, by the Report of 
the Minister of Finance, that there 
has been carrk'd to the Mint of 
France, in the 16 months preceding 
the 31st December last, gold to the 
amount of ri.l25,()()0,()(X) of francs 
(beiug^ecpial to about L. 5,000,000 
Sterling) ; and silver to the amount 
of a little more than L.3,000,000 of 
francs. Of that gold up.wards of 
three- fourths w.;re in coin from tins 
country ; sihd this operation has 
continued during the present year, 
though the amount of the importa- 
tions of this year has not been re- 
* ported. 

Your Committee are satisfied that 
the Bank, in undertaking to pay 


their notes in cj^sh, under the cir^ 
cumstanccs above mentioned, acted 
from the best motives, and from a 
belief that the measure would tend 
to facilitate the complete resumption 
of payments in specie. Unfortu- 
nately jt has had a contrary effect ; 
the last of the three notices having 
been given at a period when the ex- 
changes were unfavourable, when 
the price of gold had ris,en from 
L.3 : 18 : 6 to L.d* per ounce ; and at 
a time when the Bank had not (ac- 
'cording tJ the evidence given by Ivir 
Harman) that control over their is- 
sues which might have enabled them 
to counteract the effect of the unfa- 
vourable exchange, by a reduction 
of their paper currency. 

There was, in fact, in the half- 
year between July and December 
1817, a considerable increase in the 
amount of notes issued by the Bank. 
The average amount outstanding in 
the four half years preceding had not 
exceeded L.26,771,9H' ; in this half 
year it was increased loL.29,2 10,035, 
having been in the previous half 
year L. 27,339,768. It appears by 
the returns, that on the 5tli July 
1817, immediately preceding the 
payments of the dividends, the a- 
mount outstanding was L.25,800,000; 
and on the 4-th of October, being a 
few days before the payment of the 
dividends of that quarter, the amount 
was L.28,V00,000. 

The issue of sovereigns between 
July and December 1817, amounted 
to L.l, 240, 422 ; so that, had the so- 
vereigns remained in circulation, 
•there would have been an increase 
to the circulating medium issued by 
the Bank of England, in the course 
of that half year, compared with the 
average amount outstanding in the 
four half years preceding, to the ex- 
tent of L. 3,678,543. 

Your Committee cannot avoid ex- 
pressing an opinion, that whatever 
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might be the policy, and however 
laudable tnc intentions of the Bank, 
in engaging to make partial issues of 
coin in payment of their notes^ yet, 
when the exchanges became unfa- 
vourable, and the price of gold rose 
above the Mint price, the oftly mode 
by which they could have retained 
the coin in circulatron would have 
been a contraction of their issues ; 
and unless the Bank at that period 
. |9ossessed sucli a control over the a- 
lyount of tiiosc issues, as would ha^^ 
enabled them to effect that object, 
your Committee must consider it to 
have been expedient in the then- 
state of the exchanges, to undertake 
an extensive thougli partial issue of 
coin, which subjected the Bank to 
considerable loss, and a great drain 
of treasure. • 

Under these impressions, and from 
a firm conviction that the continued 
issue of coin from the Bank, by di- 
minishing the amount of their trea- 
sure, would have the effect of post- 
poning the pefiod »t which the ter- 
mination of the restriction can take 
place; without producing, on the 
other hand, any advantage whatever 
to the country, while the exchanges 
and the price of gold are in their pre- 
sent state, your Committee were in- 
duced to recommend to the House, 
in their first report, the immediate 
enactment of a law to suspend all 
payments in gold coin by the Bank, 
until your Committee might be ena- 
bled to present to the House tlieir 
view of the whole subject which has 
been referred to their consideration. 

The ifext important# iJoint to 
which the Committee will call the 
attention of the House is the amount 
of the issues of the Bank of Eng- 
land, which are outstanding upon 
Government securities ; or, in other 
words, the amount of the debt due 
by the public to the Bank of Eng- 
land. • 


Tho necessity of the repayment 
of a large portion of that debt has 
been so earnestly insisted on by the 
Bank, and the nature a/id extent 
of the connexion between the Go- 
vernment and the Bank involve so 
many important considerations, that 
your Committee deem it incumbbnt 
upon them to enter into some dc- 
tifil with respect to the origin and 
gradual increase of the advances 
made by the Bank on behalf of the 
public, and Uie clfect which they 
haiTc, when carried to the amount at 
which they at present stand, of de- 
priving the Bank of that control 
over their issues of notes, the pos- 
session of which is deemed by them 
an essential preliminary to the re- 
sumption of cash payments. 

In the Appendix to the Report 
will be found an account of the a- 
mount of advances made by the 
Bank of England to Government on 
£)xchequer Bills and other securities, 
from the year 1792 to the latest pe- 
riod to which it can be made up. 

The first item of this account, 
entitled, “ An advance out of sums 
issued for the payment of dividends 
now amounting to tlic sum of 
L. 1,095,820,’^ ought not, in the 
opinion of your Committee, to be 
con.sidered as any portion of the 
debt due by the Government to the 
IBank. It arises from money origi- 
nally lodged by Government at the 
Bank, for payment of dividends to 
public creditors, which, not having 
been claimed, has been withdrawn 
from the Bank, and applied to the 
public Service, und^r the provisions 
of acts of the Legislature passed in 
the years 1791, 1808, and 1816. It is 
not therefore an advance from tlie 
funds of the Bank, but it is the pro- 
perty of the public creditors, which 
has been made available for public 
purposes, until ^lemanded by t|iem.* 

* ll will be seen from the account, 
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that a great proportion of the ad- 
vances of the Bank are at present 
made under the two heads of “ Ex- 
chequer bills issued,^' and “ Exche- 
quer bills purchased and before the 
Committee point out the distinction 
between those heads of the account^ 
they wyi shortly advert to the laws 
wi)ich have been passed since the 
institution of the Bank for the re- 
gulation of their advances to Go- 
vernment. 

Oil the original esuihlishment of 
the Bank, by tlie /3th and 6th Wil- 
liam and Mary, a penalty is imposed 
upon the Directors, if they purchase, 
on account of the Corporation, any 
Crown lands, or if they advance to 
his Majesty any sum of money by 
way of loan or anticipation on any 
branch of the public revenue, other 
than on such funds only on which a 
credit of loan is or shall be granted 
by Parliament. Such credits have 
ever since been granted from time 
to time, and advances made upon 
them. The amount annually, from 
the year 1777 to the year 1792, ex- 
tracted from the documents publish- 
ed in the Report of the Committee 
of Secrecy of 1797, will be found in 
the Appendix. 

In the year 1793 an act was passed, 
protecting the Governor and Com- 
pany of tiie Bank of England from 
any penalty, on account of their havr 
ing advanced, or advancing in future, 
any sums of money in payment of 
bills of exchange accepted by the 
Loids of the "JVeasury, and made 
payable at the. Bank, but not char- 
ged on any brapph of the revenuC| 
The motives vor passing this act arc 
fully detailed in the evidence given 
by Mr Bosanqiict, then a Director 
of the Bank, to the Committee of 
Secrecy in the year 1 797* He states, 
“ that It had been the custom of the 
Bank» time out of mind, to advance. 


for the amount of ^such Treasury- 
bills of exchange as wer^ directed 
for payment to the Bank,- until the 
amount was about 20 or L. 30,000, 
when the ^Treasury usually sent or- 
ders for the amount <Jf such advance 
to be set' oft' from the respective ac- 
counts to which the bills properly 
belonged. In ^the American war, 
they had been permitted to run to a 
larger amount, but he believed they 
never exceeded L, 150,000.' Doubl’s 
occurred to him, when Governoj^, 
whether th'fe penalties of the Act of 
William and Mary did not extend 
•o this transaction ; and for the pur- 
pose of removing them, the Act of 
1793 was introduced and passed/' 
It appears to have been originally 
proposed, that the Bank shoiiid be 
empowered'' to advance to a limited 
amount of L. 50,000 or L. 100,000 ; 
but the act passed without any limi- 
tation ; its operation being of cour^c 
conftned to advances upon Treasury 
bills of exchange ; on which spe- 
cies of security, hoWever, no ad- 
vances appear to have been made 
since the restriction. 

By an act which passed Very 
shortly after the first restriction act, 
the Bunk were prohibited from mak- 
ing any loan or advance on account 
of the public service during the 
continuance of the restriction ; but 
at the commencement of the follow- 
ing sessioL it was enacted, “ that 
the Bank may make an advance on 
the credit of duties on malt, and on 
the land-tax imposed in that session, 
and any other advance which may 
DC autiiorised by any other acts 
which may be passed during the 
continuance of 'the restriction." 

In almost all the acts authorising 
the issue of Exchequer-bills passed 
subsequently, a special clause has 
been introduced, empowering the 
Bank to ailvance the whole or a 
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portion of the ^mount specified in 
the act. ^hey never advance any 
sum beyond the amount to which 
they are limited in the several acts, 
nor have the bills issued to them 
and the bills piychased byahcm, to- 
gether, exceeded that amount. 

The bills described as issued’’ 
are those which pass directly to the 
Bank from the Exchequer, under 
special coiitraqts or agreements en- 
tered into ; as, for instance, the bills 
•issued upon the credit of annual 
duties, and upon the {fdvance of 
L. 3,000,000 as a loan to the public, 
in consideration of the renewal of 
the charter. • 

The hills “ purchased” arc those 
which arc taken 113^ the Hank (usual- 
ly on an application from the Trea- 
sury), when an issue of Exchequer- 
bills takes place, and when they can- 


not be sold to the public at a pre- 
mium. The Bank never credit any 
premium, nor deduct any discount 
upon the bills thus taken ; nor do 
they resell such bills to the public. 

An account in the Appendix shows 
the total amount of Exchequer bills 
authorised to be issued by Parlia- 
ment in every year, since the year 
1792, and the amount which the 
l^nk was authorised to take of each 
description of bills. 

The amount of the advances of the 
Bank to Gqvoi nnient, (deducting the 
sum issued fi *m the unclaimed divi- 
dends), on the 26th of February, and 
2d of August of each year, since the 
year iS14, and of the Bank-notes is- 
sued during the corresponding half 
years, appears Irom the accounts 
presented to your Committee to 
have been as follows : — 



Bank Notca. 



Advances. 

1814. 

Jati. to June 

25,511,012 

Feb. 26, 1814, 

23,607,300 


July to Due. 

28,291,852 

Aug. 2, — 

.34.937,800 

1815. 

Jan, to June 

27.155,824 

Feb. 26, 1815, 

27,156,000 


,Tuly to I#ec. „ 

26,618,210 

Aug. 2, — 

24,079,100 

181G. 

,Tan. to June 

26,468,283 

Feb. 26, 1816, 

18, 98 8, .'500 


July to Dec. 

26,681,598 

Aug. 2, — 

26,042,600 

18V, 

Jan. to June 

27,359,768 

Feb. 26, 1817, 

25 399, .500 


July to Dec. 

29,210,035 

Aug. 2, ^ 

27,330,7 1 8 

1818. 

Jan. to June 

27,9.14,558 

Feb. 26, 1818, 

27,002,000 


July to Dec. 

26,487,859 

Aug. 2, — . 

27,060,900 




Feb 11, 1819, 

21,930,000 


From the year 1790 to the year 
1797, when the Restriction Act pass- , 
ed, the amount of advjtnces made 
by the Bank to Government, and of 
the notes outstanding on the 25th of 
February in each year, was — 



Bank>Notes. 

Advances. 

1790 

10,217,360 

, 7,908, ^’8 

1791 

11,699,140 

5,603,978 

1792 

ll,349,8tP 

9,839,338 

1793 

11,451,180 

9,066,698 

1794 

10,963,380 

8, 786, .514 

1795 

13,539,160 

11,114,230 

1796 

11,030,110 

11,718,730 


The amount, therefore, of advan< 
CCS to the Government docs not ap- 


pear to have borne, for some tiine 
previously to the restriction act, a 
’much less proportion to the total a- 
mount of notes outstanding than the 
advances since 1814 have borne to 
the notes issued in corresponding 
periods. 

It will be seen that a material 
reduction of the ttel^t to the Bank 
took place between the*month of Au- 
gust 1815 and the month of Fe- 
bruary 1816, it having been reduced 
in the latter period to the sum pf 
L.18,988,300, deducting the advan- 
ces from unclaimed dividends. • 
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This debt was again increased be- The amount of ithe advances of 
tween February 1816 and the Au- the Bank to Government v/as, on the 
gust following. 29th of April last, L.19, 4*88, 900 ; the 

In that interval,, war taxes to a sum of L.1,09S,820 being' deducted 
very considerable amount were re- from the account furnished by the 
initted : a large addition, authorised Bank, as the amount of advances on 
by several acts of Parliament, was sums issued for the pa^'ment of di- 
made to the unfunded debt, and to videnils. 

the advLances for which the Govern- It will be seen, by reference to a 
nicnt were indebted to the Bank, communication made by the Court 
The amount of those advances was of Directors of the Bank to the Com- 
again reduced from L.27,0(i0,900 to mittee, as well as from the v/fiole to- 
L.21,300,000, between the 2d of nor of the evidence of the Direc- 
August 1818 and the.ll.th of Fe- tors who were examined personally 
bruary 1819. before them, that they consider the 

It was proposed, in May 1818, to repayment of a large proportion 
repay to the Bank a sum of from 8 of those advances essentially neccs- 
to L.9,000,()00, by gradual instal- sary, preparatory to the resumption 
ments of L. 1,000, 000 a month, from of cash payments. As the notes 
the month of May ; the Bank having which are issued by the Bank upon 
then considered that repayment suf- the discount of mercantile bills re- 
ficient (according to the evidence of vert to them at the expiration of the 
the Governor) “ to enable them to period which those bills have to run, 
make the experiment of the resump- and which never exceeds sixty* five 
tion of cash payments.” days, it is quite clear that that por- 

To meet these charges, and the tipn of their issues can be extended 
services of the year, and also to ef- or limited at their discretion, whilst 
fectafurtherreduction of the unfund- over the notes w*hich are issued in 
ed debt, provision was made by a consequence of advances to Govern- 
loan of L.3,000,000 in money, and ment they have not practically Mie 
a gradual funding of Exchequer-bills same control. To whatever extent 
to the amount of about L.27, 000,000, these advances may be reduced, the 
with power to the subscribers of Bank will gain a corresponding con- 
making money payments, instead of trol over the amount of their circu- 
bringing in Exchequer-bills ; and it lating paper, and will be enabled to 
was understood that the Bank should supply the diminution of notes thus 
retain one half of the monies paid in, created, by an increase of their is- 
to the extent of the monthly pay- sues, either upon the discount of 
ments above mentioned. mercantile bills, or by the purchase 

It appears, however, that the sum of bullion ; or, if necessary, to make 
paid in money on account of this a reduction in the total amount of 
loan fell short of the amount^ which nates outstanding equal to the whole 
was expected, and. the repayment to . or any part of the repayment, 
the Bank did* not much exceed The only mode during a suspen- 
L.5, 000,000 at the end of January sion of cash payments by whicli the 
1819, L. 1,000,000 of which the Bank Bank can effect a reduction of their 
do not consider as an effective rc- issues, supposing no part of the ad- 
payment, interest to that amount vances made by them to the Govern- 
bcing due to the Bank upon the ment 10 be repaid, is by limiting 
wliole af their advances. that accommodation to trade wh^ch 
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they have long been in the habit 
granting, iby the discount of mercan- 
tile bills pf undoubted solidity, aris- 
out of real commercial transac- 
tions, anti falling due within short 
und fixed periods. 

Although the amount gf tjie ad- 
vances made by. .the Bank on public 
securities is accuraljjBly stated in the 
account in the Appendix, and al- 
though the Committee strongly ad- 
the repayment of the portion of 
them required by the Bank; yet 
^hey think it necessary«to observe, 
that in determining the actual a- 
mount of the debt due to the Bank, 
on account of these advances, an al*- 
low’ance ought to be made in favour 
of the public to the extent of the 
balances of public money deposited 
at the Bank. • 

The attention of Parliament ap- 
pears to have been first called to the 
extent and operation of those balan- 
ces in the report of the committee on 
public expenditure, presented in the 
year 1807 ; fkmi which it appears, 
that the aggregate amount of 
the public money deposited at the 
Bank was then calculated to be 
L. 1 1,101 019; and a sum equal to 
5 per cent, interest on the avenigo 
balances in question was considered 
by that Committee not far from the 
amount of the profits derived by the 
Bank from this source. The ave-, 
rage amount of public balances held 
by the Bank appears to nave been a- 
bout L. 1 1 ,000,000 from the year 
1807 to the year 1816; and in con- 
sideration of the advantage resulting 
to the Bank from the p(T^scssion*of 
them, the sum of L.8,()00,000 was « 
advanced by the Bank to Govern- 
ment without interest in 1808, which 
advance was continued under the 
authority of acts passed by the Le- 
gislature, to April 1818. Since the 
year 1818, the public balances held 
by the Bunk have been diminished. 


and their average amount in the 
year 1 81 8 did not exceed the sum 
of L. 7,000,000. Their amount has 
been still further reduced by the o- 
peration of an act whicli* has passed 
in the present session, which makes 
the growing produce of the consoli- 
*dated fund available to a limited, ex- 
tent for the public service ; and in a 
gertain degree within those limits 
lessens the benefit previously derived 
by the Bank from its accumulation 
from the first to the last day of each 
quarter. , • 

It appears, however, to the Com- 
mittee, that whatever may be either 
now or hereafter the amount of the 
public balances held by the Bank, 
that amount ought always to be kept 
in view, and allowance made for it 
wlien the advances liom the Bank 
to the Government arc under con- 
sideration ; for it is clear, that if 
a final bcttlemcnt of this account 
ivere to take place, the public money 
deposited with the Bank must be 
set off against the advances made by 
them to the Government upon Ex- 
chequer-bills, and the securities 
bearing interest. 

In confirmation of this view of tlie 
subject, the Committee beg leave to 
refer to the evidence of Mr Haldi- 
mand, now one of the Bank Direc- 
tors. lie states, that it is his 
opinion, that a sum of from 8 to 10 
* millions should be repaid to the 
Bank by Ciovernment, supposing llio 
public balances to remain without 
any considerable decrease in a- 
inounl.^’ And being asked, •• Does 
the aggregate amount of such ba- 
I lances operate as a diminution of the 
total amount of the •tptal advances 
made by the Bank to the public f ** 
he answers, “ Yes, it does. 

For the'rcasons alleged, it appears 
to your Committee, that although die 
'amount of the ad vanccs of the Bank up- 
on Government securities is aqcuraie- 
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]y stated in the Appendix, yet in de- 
termining the effect which these ad- 
vances have, of diminishing the con- 
trol of the Bank over their issues, a 
deduction must be made correspond- 
ing in amount to the average sum 
held for any given period by the Bank 
as a deposit of public money, since 
that deposit, by lessening the amount 
of notes in circulation, restores to the 
Bank, in proportion to its extent, the 
power of acceding to the applications 
made to them for the discount of 
mercantile bills. j 

Your Committee trust they shall 
not be consickred to have entered in- 
to unnecessary details in having thus 
given a full exposition of the rela- 
tions between the Government and 
the Bank. It will be seen by refer- 
ence to the evidence, that the a- 
mount of their advances to the pub- 
lic is urged by the Bank as one of 
the main impediments to the early 
resumption of cash payments ; and 
that in order to make preparation for 
their resumption, the Bank require a 
repayment to the extent of ten mil- 
lions. The Committee was anxious, 
therefore, that the amount and ope- 
ration of these advances, and the de- 
gree to which their effect is counter- 
acted by the balances of public mo- 
ney held by the Bank, should be 
clearly understood ; and this appear- 
ed to them the more necessary, as 
the Committee feel it their duty to 
close this branch of their inquiry, 
with an earnest recommendation to 
the House to make immediate provi- 
sion for the gradual repayment to the 
Bank of that portion of the debt which 
the Bank require to be repaid, and 
to establish some permanent provi- 
sions, limiting and defining the au- 
thority of the Bank to make advan- 
ces to the Government, ahd to pur- 
chase Government securities ; and 
bringing under the constant inspec-' 
tion of Parliament the extent to 


which that authority may be in fu- 
ture exercised. t 

II. Your Committee proceed to 
the next head of their inquiry — the 
expediency of reverting to cash pay- 
ments, at the period fixed by law for 
their resumption. 

It will be seen, by a reference to 
the papers in the Appendix, that the 
Bank, without departing from the 
principles upon which. their issues on 
the discount of mercantile bills havp 
long been regulated, have made a 
v€?ry considerable reduction in the 
mount of notes outstanding, com- 
pared with their amount at the com- 
mencement of the year 1818. 

From July to December 1817, the 
average amount was L. 29, 2 10,035 

From January to June 

1818, - - 27,954,518 

From July to Decem- 
ber, ditto, - 26,437,859 

The average amount 
for the three months 
to the end of March 

1819, - . . ^ 25,794,460 

Should the Legislature deterpiine 
on the restoration of cash payments 
on the 5th of July next, the Directors 
of the Bank would naturally feel 
themselves compelled to postpone the 
consideration of all other interests to 
the security of the establishment over 
which they preside, and would make 
a further and very sudden reduction 
of that portion of their currency 
which they have immediately within 
their control. 

Much important testimony will be 
foAind in ^he minutes of evidence, 
with rcspectf to the effect to be ap- 
prehended from a very rapid dimi- 
nution of the present amount of cur- 
rency upon the trading and agricul- 
tural interests of the empire, of which 
evidence your Committee deem it 
incumbent on them to extract a por- 
tion, sufficient to give the House a 
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just idea of the* opinions upon this 
subject prevailing amongst the per- 
sons whom they examined. 

Mr Alexander Baring, being re- 
quested to state in what manner an 
attempt to cff(^ct the restoration of 
cash payments within the j^criod of 
a year would operate upon the* com- 
merce and internal concerns of the 
empire, replied, Tlte resumption of 
cash payments, can only be effected 
^ drawing bullion into the country, 
by a reduction of the issues of the 
Bank. 1 cannot think tl^t the Bank 
could pay in specie, with any expec- 
tation of continuing in that state, un- 
til there was a considerable portioi^ 
of specie already in the circulation 
of the country. 1 apprehend that 
by no process, even if the effects of 
any sudden reduction of issues were 
totally disregarded, could the sum 
necessary for the purpose be brought 
into the country within the period 
mentioned. I am further of opinion, 
that the operation of reduction ne- 
cessary for the purpose 1‘have men- 
tioned must always** be accompanied 
by .some restraint and inconvenience 
tojpvery branch of industry ; and that 
if it were forced, with a rapidity at 
all approaching to what would be re- 
quired for the payment in the course 
of a twelvemonth, the injury would 
be intolerable; the reduction of pa- 
per would produce all those effects 
which arise from the reduction in the 
amount of money in an^ country — 
an effect which I think is well de- 
scribed in Mr Humc^s ‘ Essay on 
Money.* The consequences of a 
contraction or expansionr of the«a- 
mount of money in a <S)untry seem 
more felt during th^ progress of such 
contraction and expansion, than from 
any positive amount of money at any 
one given period. It is not, in my 
opinion, of great importance what 
amount of money may exist in any 
country; but that the question of. 


whether it is on the increase or de- 
crease, is one of great importance to 
every branch of its industry.** 

Mr Haldim^nd stated, ** that he 
conceived it to oe necessary that the 
Bank of England, in order to be en- 
abled to resume the payment of its 
notes in specie, should reduce their 
present amount to the extentpf tHree 
or four millions forcibly.** He ex- 
plained, that by the term forcibly 
he meant a reduction, not arising 
from three or four millions less be- 
ing demanded, but from three or four 
millions being demanded and refused 
by the Bank to the public and Go- 
vernment. He considered this forced 
reduction of the issues of the Bank 
of England to be necessary, in order 
to restore the rest of the paper in 
circulation to its ancient value in gold, 
and the exchanges to par.’* Being 
asked if, in order to produce the 
feet which he anticipated from a for- 
cible reduction of the issues of the 
Bank, it would be necessary that the 
reduction should be sudden ?** he re- 
plied, “ In my opinion every possible 
disadvantage and inconvenience to 
the public would arise from a sudden 
reduction ; 1 should certainly recom- 
mend its being gradual,** 

Mr Gladstone, a Member of the 
House, and a merchant principally 
engaged in trade with the East and 
West Indies, and occasionally in ge- 
*neral trade, gave an opinion, ** that 
the influence which the reduction of 
the Bank issues produce isr of a se- 
condary nature ; that in other times, 
the alteration of two or three millions 
in their issues would not have been 
, at all felt ; but that in the present 
state of the trade of tiie country, af- 
ter a year of much overtrading, and 
a great accumulation of foreign goods 
in the couhtry, and of British goods 
for British account in foreign 
kets, whatever tends to narrow the 
means of circulation act5 in a mu6h 
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greater degree now than it would In 
other timee/^ 

After a full consideration of the 
evidence, and of th,e several matters 
to which it is material to advert, in 
considering the expediency of resum- 
ing payments in cash on the 5th July 
next, the amount of the advances of 
the Bank to Government, the quan- 
tity of bullion in their eolfers, the 
probable effect of a rapid and consi- 
derable reduction of their issues, in 
whatever manner, or with whatever 
view such reduction might take place, 
your Committee are decidedly of o- 
pinion, that it is expedient to con- 
tinue the restriction beyond the 5tli 
of July next. 

111. Your Committee have now 
presented to the House their view of 
the two important points which they 
proposed (according to the order of 
reference) to make the first subjects 
of their investigation— the state of 
the Bank of England, and the expe- 
diency of resuming cash payments on 
the 5th of July next. They now pro- 
ceed to offer their observations with 
respect to the period at which it may 
be advisable to terminate the restric- 
tion. 

They will, in the first inslance, ad- 
vert to the supply of gold which may 
be required in order to meet the pro- 
bable deniaiuis upon the Bank on the 
resumption of payments in specie. 

It is difficult to form any accurate 
estimate of the amount of gold in cir- 
culation previously to the year 1797; 
and conjectures with respect to that 
which will hereafter be required, 
must necessarily be more vague and 
unsatisfactory. 

In the comirtunication made to the 
Committee by the Court of Directors 
of the Bank on the 25th of March it 
is observed, “ that the ‘amount of 
s{7ccic in circulation before the war 
was variously estimated even by per- 
sdhs best qualified from their situa* 


tion to obtain Information.*’ It seems, 
however, to have been agreed that it 
was about L.30,000,OUO but what- 
ever the amount, the whole has been 
exported. 

Mr Harrman states in his evidence, 
** that the amount of gold in the 
country, previous to the restriction, 
had been estimated by the late liOrcl 
Liverpool at L'30,000,000. M** Rose 
stated it higher ; but perhaps if we 
were to take it at L.2(),000,0()0, tli^t 
might be about the amount which 
Was in circulation previous to the re- 
striction act.** He adds, “ that he 
thinks he is warranted in saying, that 
M L.20,000,0(X), besides what remain- 
ed in the Bank, was necessary for the 
scale of expenditure before the re- 
striction act, it is taking it moderate- 
ly to contend that as much would be 
necessary now.** 

Mr Alexander Baring observed, 
“ that it is difficult, indeed impossi- 
ble, to form any accurate estimate ; 
but his impression is, that with a new 
and perfect coin, such as the sove- 
reign, which in his opinion would ex- 
clude the L. 1 and L.2 notes, whether 
they arc by law excluded or not, 
the amount of such a- gold coin 
would not be much less than from 
L.40,000,000 to L. 45,000,000. He 
docs not mean that the whole amount 
would be required before cash pay- 
ments could be resumed ; but he 
thinks that they could not be safely 
undertaken with much less than half 
of that amount actually in the coun- 
try, which its circulation would ulti- 
mately absorb ; and that the half 
could not/ be accumulated, without 
great pressure upon the country, in 
less than four or five years from the 
present time.** 

The data on which any reasoning 
with respect to the amount of metal- 
lic currency that will be required 
subsequently to the removal of the 
restriction are so imperfect, that your 
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Committee abstain from offering any 
decisive opinion upon the subject; 
but they t^ink that Mr Baring has over- 
rated that amount. With lespect al- 
so to the disposition of the public to 
require gold coin as currency in pre- 
ference to notes under fivejpovinds, a 
conclusion may be drawn, from the 
testimony of other witnesses, differ- 
ing from that whiefi Mr Baring has 
formed. It hos been observed in a 
farmer ^art of the report, that when 
the Bank undertook to pay their 
notes in cash in the year 1817, lio 
preference for coin was shown until 
the foreign exchanges caused a de- 
mand for the purpose of exportation 
Mr Harman states in his evidence, 
“ that at that period he was induced 
to flatter himself that the doors of the 
Bank would be opened^-that (if he 
might use the expression) the pub- 
lic Dvould hardly know wlielher the 
Bank was open or shut — that it was 
in a moment of tranquillity that peo- 
ple seemed indifferent about gold — 
that instead (^‘ coming-to tlio Bank 
for gold, tliey brought their gold to 
the .Bimk ; that it remained till the 
financial operations in France began, 
and as soon as they were talked of, 
the tide turned,” 

Mr Stuckey, a gentleman very ex- 
tensively connected with hanks in the 
county of Somerset, gave evidence 
to tlic following clfcct “ In the 
latter end of ihc year ^SIG and be- 
ginning of 1817, we had a circulation 
of coin for some months ; it cost us 
at that period nearly L.lOO to trans- 
mit the surplus quantity of coin to 
London, of which 4-5ths iV value, •at 
least, consisted of gold.* We could 
not get rid of it in the country, our 
customers preferring our notes. In 
the spring of 1817, 1 brought with 
me to town nearonc thousand guineas 
from one of our banks; on taking them 
to our London banker, he requested 
as a favour I would not leave them 


there. They had lately sent so many 
to the Bank of England, that they 
did not like to trouble them any 
more ; besid^, .the Bank only took 
those which were of full weight.” 

Notwithstanding this evidence, it 
must be admitted, that no satisfiic- 
tory conclusion can be drawn f/om 
the experience of so short an intcr- 
yl as that which is referred to by 
Mr Harman and Mr Stuckey. Great 
uncertainty mVist prevail with respect 
to the amount of gold which may be 
reijuired fi)r\he purposes of internal 
circulation : and the Bank must bo 
prepared, not only for the possibility 
of a much larger demand for those 
purposes than will probably be made, 
but for the consequences of a drain 
upon their treasure, induced either 
by such a temporary depression of 
the exchanges as shall afford a profit 
on the exportation of the precious 
metals, or by a disposition to hoard 
them, arising from sudden panic and 
temporary M^ant of confidence in pa- 
per currency. It must be consider- 
ed also that the stock of gold now in 
this country is very limited. The 
long continuance of the restriction 
has caused the exportation of nearly 
the whole of that whicli circulated 
previously, and the natural induce- 
ment to transmit the coin from this 
country, where it was not necessary, 

^ to other places, where it could be 
•more profitably employed, has been 
in a very trifling degree counteracted 
by the legislative enaci incuts which 
prohibit such an application of it. 

It is possible, in the opinion of 
your t’ommittce, again to procure 
* any quantity of g*>l(l which is likely 
to be required for purposes of 
currency ; but a corresponding a- 
mount of the capital of the country 
must be withdrawn from productive 
employment, for the purpose of ac- 
•quiring and retaining the gold in 
circulation ; and causes are gt pre- 
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cent in operations which are likely^ 
by increasing the value of the pre- 
cious metals, to increase in a propor- 
tional degree the difficulty of ob- 
taining within a limited period an 
adequate supply for the use of this 
country. 

It appears that the Governments^ 
of othei;countries in Europe are now 
occupied in substituting a metallic, 
for a large portion of the paper cur- 
rency, which the necessities of war 
compelled them to establish ; and 
that the supply of gokl and silver 
imported into Europe of late years 
has been diminished in consequence 
of the disturbed state of the Spanish 
colonies. 

These efforts on the part of other 
countries to restore to par with the 
precious metals the value of their 
respective currencies, would, by 
making the exchanges more unfa- 
vourable to this country, aggravate 
the evil of a long continued restric- 
tion ; but they will certainly, by in- 
creasing the value of the precious 
metals, render increased exertion on 
our part necessary for procuring a 
sufficient supply. 

The ability of the Bank, however, 
to resume and continue cash pay- 
ments depends less upon the actual 
amount of treasure it may be possi- 
ble to accumulate, than upon the 
state of the foreign exchanges pre- 
viously and subsequently to their re-- 
sumption, and to the degree of cer- 
tainty there may be that the mar- 
ket price of gold can be reduced to 
and made to conform with the Mint 
price. 

Unless such a reduction can be , 
effected, and such a conformity es- 
tablished, it will be in vain for the 
Bank to expend their capital in the 
purchase of bullion. No accumula- 
iibn of treasure, to whatever extent 
it may be carried, can render the* 
^nk pompetent to satisfy the de- 


man(|s which will inevitably be made 
for gold, if the bank are^ under an 
obligation to issue it at the rate of 
L.3 : 17 : 10^ per ounce, and if the 
parties having a right to -demand it 
can continue to rea^ze a profit of 
5 or 6 per cent, upon its exporta- 
tion. 

The documents in the Appendix 
afford ample imformation with re- 
spect to the state of the foreign ex- 
changes, and the price of geld mea- 
sured in Bank-notes, for several 
years past ; . and the various opiniono 
of those who were deemed by your 
Committee most competent to form 

judgment with respect to the 
causes which have of late influenced 
the exchanges, and the price of 
gold, will be ascertained by a refer- 
ence to the evidence. 

Your Committee have already ob- 
served, that for a considerable part 
of the years 1816 and 1817 the fo- 
reign exchanges were in favour of 
this country, and that since the 
month of July of the latter year they 
have been below par. Some of the 
witnesses ascribed the unfavourable 
change to the effect of the loans 
which had been made nbout that 
period by foreign Powers, to the re- 
mittance of British capital for the 
purpose of being invested in foreign 
securities and foreign coinmerciul 
enterprise, and to the effect of a very 
large importation of corn in the 
course of the last year ; and some of 
those witnesses are of opinion, that 
no measures could have been taken 
by the Bank to control the effect of 
such extensive remittances.. 

Other wicnesscs, admitting that 
the causes which have been advert- 
ed to had a tendency to depress the 
exchanges, conceive that a contrac- 
tion of the issues of the Bank suffi- 
cient to counterbalance the opera- 
tion of these causes, might, and in- 
fallibly would have taken place, had 
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there been an obligation on the dank 
to pay its tfotes in specie on demand. 

Howevegr the exchanges may have 
been thus effected, in the course of 
the last and the preceding year, 
your Committee sec no rea'son to ap- 
prelicnd that the causes abeve* men- 
tioned, or any shnilar causes, can 
continue to affect them in such a 
degree as to preclude the Bank of 
England, by a constant reference to 
riie exchanges and the price of gold, 
fj^nd when necessary, by a cautious 
reduction of the papei* currency, 
from gradual?^^ approximating its 
value to that of gold, and ultiraateljt 
re-establishing and maintaining it 
par. 

Your Committee have had sub- 
mitted to them a calculation of the 
amount of British capkal now in- 
vested in foreign securities, and of 
the remittances which may proba- 
bly be required for further payment 
on account of foreign loans. The 
calculation Is founded an the esti- 
mates of three comm^cial houses, 
extensively engaged in foreign loans, 
which estimates are slated to vary 
tolin inconsiderable extent ; and it is 
computed that the amount of British 
capital in foreign public securities is 
about L. 10, ,500, 000, L.7,000,000 of 
which are supposed to be in French 
stock. This estimate was furnished 
to the Committee by Mr Haldimand, • 
who thinks there is dt possibility 
of error, to the extent of 1 or 
L.2,000,000. He is of opinion, that 
little or nothing more will be sent 
from this country on account of fo- 
reign loans, now in cquree of pay- 
ment. • 

Mr Holland, & partner in the 
house of Messrs Baring, does not 
consider the whole amount of Bri- 
tish capital invested in foreign, in- 
cluding American, funds, to be 
L. 10,000,000 ; he speaks of capital 
permanqptly invested, and does not 


take into the account that which 
must have been employed in specula- 
tion in foreign funds, a great part 
of which, hq:; observed, had been 
drawn back with profit to* this coun- 
try. He docs not think that more 
than L. 3,000,000 of British property 
are permanently invested in Franch 
stock ; and is of opinion, thatfif it ad- 
vances in price, a considerable por- 
tion of that will be withdrawn, and 
that there is no probability that any 
considerable sum will be remitted 
froni tlus»c&untry, in consequence 
of loans now contracted for abroad. 

Your Committee are of opinion, 
that the future effect upon the ex- 
changes of remittances on account 
of foreign loans will be very limited ; 
that preparations for the resumption 
of cash payments will tend to dimi- 
nish that effect ; and that suhseqcntly 
to their resumption it will he sub* 
ject to a constantly operating con- 
trol. In corroboration of this opi- 
nion, the Committee refer to the 
manner in which the exchanges of 
France and Holland (countries hav- 
ing a metallic currency) have been 
affected by similar remittances. 

The Dutch capitalists have em- 
barked to a very considerable ex- 
tent in the foreign loans that have 
recently been made, and are suppos- 
ed to have taken nearly three- fourths 
of those made by Russia; but no 
sensible effect has been produced 
upon the exchanges or currency of 
Holland. PVance, notwithstanding 
the great extent of contributions to 
foreign Powers, which have been 
defrayed by that country, has main- 
tained an ample*mqta]]ic currency. 
It appears in the evidence of Mr 
Holland and Mr Irving, that the 
price of .gold has remained nearly 
stationary at Paris for the last f^fur 
years ; that in 1807, when there was 
in this countrj a variation in its pi^ce 
to the extent of seven per ccfiL there 
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was none In Paris ; and that between 
the 5tli of October and the 22d of 
December Iasi, whilst the variation 
in the exchanges between Paris and 
this country amounted to four per 
cent., the greatest variation between 
Paris and any country which had a 
metallic currency did not exceed one 
half per^ cent. 

Mr Rothschild being examined, 
as to the effect of the contributions 
which France has paid to foreign 
countries, upon her exchanges, re- 
plied, “ Perhaps from ‘one to one 
and a half per cent.** 

When your Committee consider 
the extent and value of tlie export- 
able produce of this country, they 
can have no doubt of its ability to 
command such a portion of the pre- 
cious metals as may be necessary for 
the purposes of internal currency, 
and to maintain them in circulation 
by the same means by which they 
are maintained in other countries, 
where, from an imperfect state of 
credit and confidence, and the ab- 
sence of banking establishments, a 
much larger metallic currency is ne- 
cessary than this country will re- 
quire, in proportion to its foreign 
trade and internal commercial deal- 
ings. 

Difficulties must be encountered 
during the preparations for the re- 
sumption of payments in specie; 
but those difficulties are, in the es- 
timation of your Committee, out- 
weighed by the important and per- 
manent benefit of restoring the stand- 
ard by which, previously to the 
year 1797, the value of commodities 
was measured, and which, though 
variable in a certain degree, is much 
less exposed to fluctuation than any 
other that can be devised. 

Your Committee abstain from en- 
tering more at large into this im- 
portant topic, from a consideration 
thdt th(^. Legislature has on various 


occa^ons expressly* pronounced its 
opinion on the policy of re' establish- 
ing the metallic standard of value ; 
and that the duty which it has de- 
volved on your Committee is no 
other than that of considering at 
what period, and by what means, 
that great object can be best effect- 
ed. They see nothing in the cir- 
cumstances of this country, or of 
Europe, which can render it expe- 
dient to postpone preparatibns fo: 
the resumption of cash payments, 
an'U by thus deferring, most probably 
to aggravate the difficulties which 
may be inseparable from that raca- 
,>ure- If, however, the Committee 
can suggest to the House any plan 
by wliicii in their opinion the pres- 
sure of such difficulties may be 
greatly relieved, and at the same 
time the most important of the ad- 
vantages which would accompany a 
return to cash payments can be 
realized, they trust they shall not be 
considered to exceed the powers 
committed to thjim by the sugges- 
tion of such a plan, though it may 
involve a temporary departure from 
the laws which regulated our cur- 
rency previously to the restriction. 

A plan of tiiis nature has been 
under the consideration of your 
Committee ; and before they ex- 
plain its details, or assign the ground 
on wliich they are disposed to recom- 
mend the several measures which 
form a part of it, they will present 
its general outline to the house. 

They propose, that after the 1st 
May 1821, the Bank shall he liable 
to deliver ^ quantity of gold, not less 
than sixty ounces, of standard fine- 
ness, to he first asnayed and stamped 
at his Majesty’s Mint, at the esta- 
blished Mint-price of L. S : 17 : 10^ 
per ounce, in exchange for such an 
amount of notes presented to them 
as shall represent at that rate the 
value of the gold demanded. 
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That this liability of the to 
deliver gold in exchange for their 
notes shall continue fur not less 
than two nor more than throe years, 
from the ’1st of May 1821, and that 
at the end of that period cash pay- 
ments shall be resumed. • « 

That on a day to be fixed by Par- 


tec, is, that it will enable the Bank 
to pay their notes in gold at a much 
earlier period than they could pay 
them in the^jjircsent gold currency* 
There cannot, while tlii^ plan is act- 
ed on, be any demand for gold for 
the purpose of internal circulation ; 
and whatever quantity it would be 


lianient, not later jthan the 1st of necessary to provide with 4he view 
February 1820, the Bank shall be 4 )f replacing the small notes at pre- 


required to deliver gold of standard sent in circulation, may therefore be 
•finene^, assayed and stamped as be- dispensed w*ith. That portion of 
fore mentioned, in exchange for their capital which must otherwise he ap- 
notes, (an amount of not less than plied to Unf* purchase of an expen- 
sixty ounces being demanded,) at sivc and unproductive instrument of 
L.^, Is. per ounce, that being ncM- commerce will be less available fol- 
ly the market price of standard goXj the employment of productive la- 
in bars, on an average of the last hour ; or, at any rale, time will be af- 
Ihrcc months. forded, during the operation of the 

That on or before the 1st of Oc- plan, for the gradual abstraction of 
tober 1820, the Bank sliall pay their that capital, and for the accuniula- 
notes in gold of standard fineness, at tion of such a stock of the precious 
the rate of L, 3 : 19 ; G ; and on or metals as may enable the Bunk with 
before the 1st of May 1821, as be- perfect safety to supply a metallic 
fore mentioned, at the ancient stan- currency. Although in the event of 
dard rate of L.3 : 17 : lOj. general panic, and a want of confi- 

Yoiir CointnittQp pfjceed to state dence in the stability of paper cre- 
the reasons which induce them to dit, the Bunk would be exposed to 
recomhiend the adoption of these the same demand to which they 
suggestions. would be liable were cash payments 

By requiring the Bank to pay, af- resumed ; yet it is probable that the 


ter the 1st of May 1821, a given 
quantity of notes in standard gold, at 
the Mint price, a security against 
fluctuation in the value of the paper 


drain caused by sudden and local a- 
larms would be greatly diminished, 
if not altogether prevented. 

In speaking of this plan, Mr Bar- 


currency will be provided, of the# ing observes, “ Under su<ili a sys- 
samc nature with tha^ which pay- * tern, the whole amount of bullion 
ments in specie afforded previously that would be required must be that 
to the restriction act. If the issues amount whicli the Bank ’would be 


of the Bank shall at any time exceed 
the amount to which they must be 
limited* in order to maiatain tifeir 
value on a par with gold, the Bank* 
will be subjected* to an immediate 
demand for gold, and will naturally 
have recourse, as before the restric- 
tion, to the contraction of the issues 
of their paper. 

The chief recommendation of this 
plan, injthe opinion of^the Commit- 


under the necessity of keeping, for 
the purpose of balancing the varia- 
tions tfiat may fronrtime to time oc- 
cur in the amount of currency which 
at different periods tiui state of the 
country may require, and farther, 
any amount which the public may 
be disposed to hoard. I should yot 
think that the amount so required 
by the Bank could much excect^ 5 
or L. 6,000,000, because U should 
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not think that the contraction and 
expansion of currency at different 
periods could go much 'beyond that 
amount. Hoarding would go cer- 
tainly to a less extent than under a 
system of coin, because there could 
be no small hoards, and persons 
would be less disposed to hoard 
larger sums when they had not the 
means of issuing them as currency^ 
if they should be disposed to do so, 
otherwise than by selling or carrying 
them to the Bank. Under these 
circumstances, I should hicline to 
think, that L. 10,000,000 of bullion 
would be abundant for every pur- 
pose ; but it is difficult to speak with 
accuracy of an untried plan.** 

With respect to the preservation 
of the standard of value, Mr Baring 
states, “ That he is quite confident 
that the standard of the country, and 
of course the par value of the paper, 
would be preserved in much greater 
purity than under any system of 
coin.** 

Mr Holland delivered a paper to 
the Committee in reference to the 
plan of bullion payments, in which 
he thus expresses his opinion : I 
can venture to assert, as a practical 
man of business, that there will be 
little if any difficulty in carrying it 
into effect ; that it will not unneces- 
sarily cramp circulation ; that it will 
not impede the ordinary measures, 
either of Government or the mer- 
cantile community ; but that, on the 
contrary, it will restore order and 
harmony to the system, and give to 
the country what all parties who wish 
its welfare desire-=^a safe and efficient 
standard of value ; variable, it is true, 
in a certain degree, but less variable 
than any standard which any coun- 
try has ever yet established-’^ 

Xour Committee will now give their 
reasons for recommending the ar- 
rangement, which they have suggest- 
ed, for regulating the mode in which 


gold ^all be issued in exchange for 
Bank-notes, between February Ist 
1820 and May 1. 1821. 

The Committee consider it neces- 
sary to fix a definite period at which 
the Bank shall be under the obliga- 
tion of issuing gold at the Mint 
price ; and a standard be thus es- 
tablished to which the value of the 
paper currency shall conform, and 
by which its issues shall be regulated. 
Parliament has on more than one oc- 
casion since the peace fixed a period 
for the return to payments in specie ; 
and when it has consented to a fur- 
ther suspension of them, has ex- 
pressed an opinion that their resump- 
tion was highly desirable ; and has 
assigned as the reason for continuing 
the restriction, the expediency of 
enabling the Bank to make such pre- 
parations as to their discretion and 
experience mighc appear most ex- 
pedient, for enabling them to re- 
sume payments in cash without pub- 
lic inconvenience. . 

Your ConAihittPe, therefore, are 
desirous, in recommending the fur- 
ther postponement of those pay- 
ments, to devise some additional se- 
curity that preparations" shall be 
made for their resumption ; to pre- 
vent an impression on the public 
mind that further suspensions will 
take place; and to induce a gradual 
accommodation of commercial trans- 
actions to a system of currency 
which, having been long discontinu- 
ed, could not be suddenly resumed 
without restraint and embarrassment. 
They conceive that such security 
wih be best^ provided by requiring 
^the Bank to revert at an early pe- 
riod to that principle on which, pre- 
viously to the restriction act, their 
issues w'ere regulated — a reference 
to the price of gold. They propose, 
therefore, that, time having been al- 
lowed for the repayment of a por- 
tion of the advances to Governmeut^ 
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tlic Bank shall undertake at a g^eii ence for the system of bullion pfty- 
period to deliver gold in exchange rnents over that of payments in spe- 
for their i^tcs in the manner al- cie abstractedly ; nor are they pre- 
ready desenbed. pared to recom’nfend them as a per- 

• Between Ihe present time and the manent substitute : but they con- 
commencement of the year 1820, the sider them the best means of facili- 
Committce cannot anticipatd atrope- tating and ensuring the resumption 
ration of any of those causes which ol* payments in specie with the least 
affect the value of thu precious me- public inconvenience. Thcy*are of 
tttls so extensive as to prevent the opinion, that when once the ancient 
Bank ftom couhtcracting the effect standard of valpe in this country has 
oiithem, by such a reduction of their boon re-established, the great impe- 
issues as may be made without pro- diments to a return to our former 
ducing public inconvcnieifte. system will 4)e overcome ; and it will 

If the price of gold shall remain be in the power of the Bank, or of 
the same as it is at present, <ithc dc-* individuals, by taking advantage of 
niand from the Bank, which will\a favourable state of exchange, to 
have to deliver it at that price, will increase the supply of the precious 
necessarily be very limited. If in metals in this country to any extent 
the interval any causes shall affect it, to which they are likely to be re- 
and produce a rise in its •price, the quired. 

Bank must in that case contract its Your Committee are aware that it 
paper, either positively, as compared may be objected to tlie plan of bul- 
with its present amount, or relative- lion payments which they have re- 
ly, to any increased demand which commended, first, tliat by nccessari- 
there may be for it ; and thus by in- ly continuing the notes below five 
creasing its value as.u:utrbncy, pro- pounds in circulation, it continues 
portionately diminish the induce- the present inducements to the crime 
ment to demand gold. of forgery; and, secondly, that by 

It*inay be objected that the adop- requiring the presentation of a large 
tion of tin's sflggestion appears to re- amount of notes in demand for gold, 
cognise a departure from the ancient it gives to the possessor of notes to 
standard of value; but it recognises that amount an accommodation which 
it no otherwise than as it at present the holder of a smaller quantity will 
practict>lly exists : it recognises it not possess. On the first of these 
for a very limited period, and with objections, your Committee observe, 
no other view than to pro^de for the tfial it is scarcely possible to calcu- 
gradual return to that standard, the late on a resumption of spe(;ic pay- 
deviation from which it acknow- nients accompanied with the total 
ledges. exclusion of the small notes, at a 

The Committee trust tljat they period much if at all earlier than 
have sufficiently expls^ined thff that at ^'hich it may'takc place, if 
grounds on which they recommend fhe recommendatiofl of the Commic- 
that, with a view Ul the establish- tec be adopted. When*tlic Lcgisla- 
mGnt of a metallic standard of value ture has, at former periods, coiitem- 
at the earliest period, the Bank plated the roinoval of the restrictions, 
should be required to deliver stan- the necessity of continuing the cir« 
dard gold in exchange for their epilation of the small notes for some 
notes. time subs-cquen^ly has been forescenv 

They do^not express tiny prefer- and is at present provided for bj law. 
VOL. XII. JiART II. J 2g . 
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Jt 19 true, that after the resumption 
of cash payments, the amount of 
small Bank-notes in ciilculation would 
probably be diminished, but there 
seems no reason for concluding that 
the temptation to forgery, which must 
depend on considerations of risks 
and. profit, would be diminished in 
proportion to the decrease of those 
notes, provided they were not alto- 
gether excluded. The force of this 
objection will also be lessened pro- 
portionately to the degree of success 
which may attend the«atV3mpts tj^iat 
arc at present making to devise 
means of rendering the imitation of 
Bank-notes more diilicult. Your 
Committee have been informed, that 
the plan recommended by the com- 
missioners appointed for inquiring 
into the mode of preventing the for- 
gery of Bank-notes may be expected 
to be in full operation in about three 
months ; and they have received 
from two scientific members of that 
commission (Sir Joseph Bankes and 
Dr Wollaston) the satisfactory as- 
surance, that their confidence in tiie 
increased security which the new 
form of note will afibrd, as well by 
creating fresh obstacles to a success- 
ful imitation, as by giving a more 
obvious facility to the public in de- 
lecting any attempt to give currency 
to forged notes, has been confirmed 
by the progress of their inquiry ando 
experiment since the date of their 
report communicated to Parliament. 

With respect to the second ob- 
jection to bullion payments, your 
Committee remark, that the object of 
the plan which -they recomir^cnd is, 
by securing a control over the quari-* 
tity of the circulating medium, to 
regulate the value of the whole, and 
to maintain paper on a par with gold. 
While this object is effected, the 
holder of notes, to whatever amount, 
bps a security for their value, whicli 
without this plan he would not pos- 


sess]^ during the interval which must 
precede the resumption o^' cash pay- 
ments. 

Should the House determine to 
act upon the recommendation of the 
Committee, it will he expedient to 
continueotbc act which passed in the 
present session, restricting the far- 
ther issue of ^gold coin from the 
Bank. They propose no interference 
with the laws which regulate the 
Mint, conceiving it desirable to re- 
tain, as a check upon any undue con- 
ti action ofi the issues of the BanK, 
the power which individuals at pre- 
sent possess of receiving coin from 
,fthe Mint in exchange for bullion, 
without loss or deduction, at the rate 
of L.ii ; 17 : 10^ per ounce. 

They recommend, not as an ap- 
pendage tOothe plan which they have 
suggested, but as a politic measure 
under any syfttem of currency, the 
total repeal of the laws which pro- 
hibit the melting or exportation of 
the coin of the realm. \ our Com- 
mittee coDeiivL\ it <so have been 
clearly demonstrated by long expe- 
rience, that they are wholly inciToc- 
tual for the object for which they 
were designed ; that the y oiler temp- 
tations to perjury and fraud, and 
give those who violate the law an 
unfair advantage over those who re- 
spect it. 

Your Committee have received an 
intimation from the Directors of the 
Bank of Ireland, that they shall be 
prepared to resume cash payments 
six months after their resumption by 
the Bank of England. In making 
this convnunication, the .Directors 
contemplated a return to payments 
in specie ; but the Committee have 
the satisfaction of stating to the 
House, on the authority of the Go- 
vernor of the Bank of Ireland, whom 
they have had an opportunity of per- 
sonally examining, that there is rea- 
son to believe, that no . dilficulty 
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would exist, on the part of the Hank 
of Ireland, in carrying into effect any 
regulations- of the same nature with 
those which may be adopted with 
•respect to the Bank of Pmgland. 

Your Committee would here close 
their Report, if they did iiol^ think it 
necessary shortly to advert to the 
circulation of Country Banks. The 
notes of all those establishments arc 
exchangeable for the notes of the 
Bfink of England. As a part of the 
currency, therefore, they must bp 
afected by any ductuatiem in value 
to which Bank of England notes are 
now liable ; and consequently, they^ 
will be alike secured from such fluc- 
tuation, by any arrangement which 
will eflectually place and maintain 
the latter upon a par with a metallic 
standard of value. Although, from 
this view of the subject, your Com- 
mittee arc* led to the conclusion, that 
there can be nothing in the nature of 
the circulation oi’ Country Banks 
which can form an obstaele to the 
gradual resumjftion ol'clsfi payments 
upon the,plan which your Committee 
have suggested, they have made it 
theif endeavour to ascertain the 
probable amount of that circulation 
at dilferent periods ; though they 
have to regret that they have not 
been able to obtain as precise and 
full information as might be desired. 

There are not sufficient data from 
which to ascertain the cxuct amount 
of Country Bank notes at any one 
time in circulation. Vpur Committee 
called for accounts frfem the Stamp 
office, of the number of pr^missorj^- 
notes stsimped in each « successive 
quarter, from the year 1810; and 
as these accounts snow the number 
of notes stamped in each of the 
classes into which they are divided, 
according to their several denomi- 
nations, if the nominal value of each 
is assumed, for the sake of calcula- 
tion, to b« the highest 'fvhich such 


note could bear according to the 
stamp affixed,, the total amount 
stamped in cabh year would be as 
follows: — • 


IfiM L.10/25.';,H1I 

1H1.J «/204,y68 

If IG 7,839,1)24 

1817 9,075f9.';a 

1818 lafSl 6,988 


iif these notes on an average circu- 
late for three years, the highest ag- 
gregate amount to which they can 
have reached^is L. iJ9,28‘J,870. 

Your Citlnmittec are led to con- 
clude, from the information of Mr 
Lloyd, that the whole amount of 
^notes stamped, which still remain in 
such a state as to be circulated, can 
never have been at once in circula- 
tion. He says, “ A banker may 
have L. 50,000 notes lying by him ; 
his having paid the duty, and having 
the notes ready, by no means prove 
that they are in circuhition. Some- 
times there may lie a very large a- 
inount locked up by him ; at other 
times they rna}^ be almost all in cir- 
culation. In time ot alarm he takes 
care to have them as much at home 
as possible ; in time of prosperity 
and general confidence he lias no 
hesitation in issuing iheiu on satis- 
factory security.^' 

Mr Lloyd expressed an opinion, 
that the issue of paper by the coun- 
Vy Banks might be from forty to fifty 
millions ; but your Committee are 
rather led to infer, from the* general 
tenor of the information before 
them, that the amount of this branch 
of the nfiper circulatjon throughout 
Groat Britain has never exceeded 
Vrom twenty to twent 3 ^five millions. 

Whatever may have •been the a- 
mount, it appears undoubtedly to 
have been liable to great fluctuations, 
as may indeed be inferred from thu 
account of the stamps before alluded 
to, but with mgre certainty from ac- 
counts furnished by the three* char- 
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tered Banks of Scotland, represent- the ^legrce of the proportionate vari" 
ing the proportions which the quar- ations in each respective! jr ; but it is 
terly averages bear td each other, of to be observed, that those scales, be- 
the respective circulation of each ing constructed upon different data, 
Bank,atthreccorre6pondingpcriods; afford no means of comparing with 
the scales by which the circulation one another the actual amount of 
of these Banks is thus shown establish their ‘respective issues. 

* Last Quar. Third Quar. ' ‘ Last Quar. 

^ 1813. 1816./ IfilS. 

British Linen Company..*..... 1,400 ...910 

Bank of Scotland... .....8,773. .......6,728 .....8,179 

Royal Bank..,.* ; * ..732 ...267 


As a very large part of the cur- 
rency of Scotland is«*'fiumished«by 
those Banks, it must be inferred from 
the preceding scales, that whatever 
was the amount at the close of 1813, 
not less than one-third had been with- 
drawn from circulation in 1816, since 
which period an equal amount has 
been re-issued. 

A fluctuation, corresponding with 
this in point of time, and at least 
equal in degree, appears to have ta- 
ken place in the paper issued by the 
Country Banks in England. The 
number of these establishments li- 
censed in 1811< was 940, in 1817 was 
752. 

]\Ir Lloyd stated, that the circula- 
tion of the Country Banks was at its 
highest in 1813 and 1814, but was 
considerably reduced in 1816, and 
the beginning of 1817 ; and being 
asked as to the amount outstanding 
at the latter period, when compared 
with the former, he answered, 1 
can hardly say; 1 should think it w^as 
reduced nearly onc-half/' 

Your Committee were furnished 
by Mr Stuckey with the following 
scale of the circulation of a consi- 
derable Country Sank, for the last 
four years i 

March 1816 10 


of ^Ir John Smith, a member of the' 
house, Mr'Samuel Gurney, and Mr 
Gilchrist. 

. Whatever may have been the tli- 
t’minution in the amount of the circu- 
lation of Country Banks in 1816 and 
1817, it was not in any degree caused 
by a diminution of the issues of the 
Bank of E-.sgland. The circulation 
of country paper is liable to be affect- 
ed by want of confidence, generally 
brought on by extensive failures in 
some of those establishments; and 
the result of which is, that other 
Country Balik's, Jiowci^r solvent, par- 
ticipate more or less in the general 
discredit, and are obliged to restrict 
their issues from a regard to tbeir 
own security. In the opinion of Mr 
Tookc, “ a like effect is sometimes 
produced, and in a much greater de- 
gree, from the discredit of their cus- 
tomers, to whom they are in the ha- 
bit of advancing money ; most of 
their customers being holders of ar- 
ticles which are liable to be affected 
by a general depression of price.^' 
Although thferc may be reason to 
infer from the opinion of the witnes- 
ses most conversant with the manage- 
ment of Country Banks, and to whose 
evidence your Committee beg leave 
to refer, that a reduction in the a- 


1817 12 mount of tlie notes issued by the 

^ 1818 16 , Bank of England would speedily and 

1®^'^ ^ necx'ssarily be followed by a proper- 

and further information on the same tkmate reduction of the Country 
subject will be found in the evidence Bank papeOv still it must be Qbvious, 
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that, independently of that cau^, the 
latter is lilible to a sudden and high- 
ly inconvenient contraction, under 
such ciredmstances of distrust and 
difficulty as occurred in 1816. The 
effects of this (Contraction, unless ob- 
viated by a corresponding increase 
in the issues of the Bank of England, 
the credit of which i« fortunately un- 
assailable by the influence of similar 
circumstances, ^raust have a tendency, 
by diminishing the amount of the pa- 
ncr currency, to raise the value of jhe 
whole. • 

This, in the opinion of your Com- 
mittee, was one of the effects produ- 
ced by the rapid contraction of oi\ 
currency in 1816 and 1817 ; and to 
it may be ascribed, in part, the fall 
in the price of gold, and the favour- 
able state of the foreign exchanges 
during that interval. 

iSuch contraction is an evil to which 
the system ofCountrj^ Banks, resting 
upon individual credit, may be occa- 
sionally liable; but your. Committee 
are inclined ft) hope fti^t it will not 
be likely cither to prevail to the same 
exlcnt, or to endure for so long a po- 
lifM, when the fluctuations to which 
an inconvertible paper currency is 
exposed shall be checked by the o- 
peration of the plan which they re- 
commend for the gradual resumption 
of cash payments. 

6thMa^\S\9. 


Whether it may be practicable fuf- 
ther to provide against inconvenience 
to the public ( and the loss to indivi- 
duals, which arise from the occasion- 
al insolvency of Country Bunks, and 
to make such provision, without an 
^interference with the rights K pro- 
perty, and the transactions of the 
community founded on ccAnmcrcial 
•redit, are questions of great difficul- 
ty, respecting which your Committee 
could not, without further evidence 
and considerable delay, have enabled 
tlTcmselv#s %o submit an opinion to 
the House. 

Your Committee have forborne 
from entering into any reasoning up- 
on the effect produced upon the value 
of our currency, by variations in the 
numerical amount of the notes issued 
by the Bank of England. So many 
circumstances contribute to affect that 
value, such, for instance, as the vary- 
ing state of commercial credit and 
confidence — the fluctuations in the 
amount of Country Bank paper— the 
difterent degrees of rapidity with 
which the same amount of currency 
circulates at different periods — that 
your Committee are of opinion, that 
no sati-nfactory conclusions can be 
dra%vn from a mere reference to 'the 
numerical amount of the issues of the 
Bank of JCnglaud outstanding at any 
given time. 
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REPORt ON THE CRIMINAL LAWS. * 


Tlie oelcct Committee appointed to consider of so much of the Criminal 
Laws as relates to Capital Punishment in felonies, and to report their 
observations and opinion of the same, from time to*time, to the House ; 
and to whom the several petitiotfs on the subject were referred ; have, 
pursuant to the orders of the House, considered the matters to fhem re- 
ferred, and have agreed upon the following Report — ' 

Your Committee, in execution of On other parts of the subject — as, 
the trust delegated to them by the for example, in the definition and ar- 
Heuse, have endeavoured strictly to fangement of crimes — they have re- 
confine themselves within the limits ^commended a consolidation of tho 


prescribed to them by the terms of 
their appointment. In some cases 
they have laid down restrictions for 
themselves, which the letter of the 
resolution of the House did not im- 
pose- They have abstained from all 
consideration of those capital felo- 
nies which may be said to be of a po- 
litical nature, being directed against 
the authority of Government and 
the general peace of society. To 
the nature and efficacy of the se- 
condary punishments of transporta- 
tion and imprisonment, they have 
directed no part of their inquiries ; 
because another committee had 
been appointed to investigate them, 
and because no part of the facts or, 
arguments to be stated in this report 
will be found to depend, either on 
the present state of ihi se secondary 
punishments, or on the degree of 
improvement of which tlieji may be 
found capable. , With manyx exten- 
sive and important parts of the cri-^ 
mmal law — i^ucli, for example, as 
that which regulates the trial of of- 
fenders — they arc entirely satisfied ; 
and they should not have suggested 
ariy changes in these dcpaitments, 
even if they had been within the ap- 
poin(e/l province of thU Committee. 


laws respecting only one class of of- 
fences, and have presumed only to 
express a general opinion of the 
utility of the like consolidation in 
some other cases. They wish ex- 
pressly to disclaim all doubt of the 
right of the Legislature to inflict the 
punishment of death, wherever that 
punishment) ^nd thatv alone, seems 
capable of protecting the communi- 
ty from enormous and atropious 
crimes. The object of the Comn^it- 
tee has been to ascertain, as far as 
the nature of the case admitted by 
evidence, whether, in the present 
state of the sentiments of the people 
of England, capital punishment, in 
most cases of offences unattended 
with violence, be a necessary or 
even the most effectual security a- 
gainst the prevalence of crimes. 

I. In the first place, they endea- 
voured to collect oificial accounts of 
tlic state cpf crimes and the admini- 
stration of criminal law throughout 
the kingdom, from the earliest pe- 
riod to whicli authentic information 
reaches. The annual returns of 
commitments, convictions, and exe- 
cutions, first procured by addresses 
from this House, and since required 
by statute, no further back than 
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1805, Accounts, though not per- 
fectly satisfactory, of the same par- 
ticulars from London and Middle- 
sex, froHi 1749 to the present time, 
have been already laid before Par- 
liament, which, with an official sum- 
mary of the returns of England and 
Wales from 1805, will be inserted in 
the appendix of thii^ report. 

A full and authentic account of 
convections and executions for Lon- 
don aild Middlesex, from 1699 to 
1804, obtained for the latter part of 
that time from the ClerJ#of Arraigns 
at the Old Bailey, and for the for- 
mer part from the officers of the ciy 
of London, is inserted in the appe^ 
dix. The Corporation of the city of 
London have shown, on this occa- 
sion, a liberal and public spirit wor- 
thy of acknowledgment; and it is to 
be hoped that they will continue 
their researches as far back as their 
records extend, and thus complete 
returns probably uifparalleled in the 
history of criminal law. , 

The Depwty Ci^rk of Assize for 
the Home Circuit has laid before 
your Committee a return of commit- 
ments, convictions, and exccutionson 
that circuTt, which comprehends the 
counties of Herts, Essex, Kent, Sus- 
sex, and Surrey, from 1689 to 1718, 
from 1755 to 1784, and from 1784 
to 1814. The returns of the inter- 
mediate period from 1718 to 1755* 
he w’^ill doubtless furnish very soon. * 
From this important return it ap- 
pears, that, for the first thirty years 
which followed the revolution, the 
average proportion of convictions to 
executions was 38 to 20;# that frtim 
1755 to 1784 it was 46 to 13 ; and* 
that from 1784 to* 1814, it was 74 to 
19. It is worthy of remark, that 
the whole number of convictions for 
murder on the home circuit, in the 
first period, was 123; that the exe- 
cutions for the same period were 87 ; 
tJia^ in Jlie second, thr; conviction} 


for Uic same offence were 67, and the 
executions 57 ; and that in the third, 
the convictions were 54, and the ex- 
ecutions 44. 'If the increase of the 
population during a prosperous pe- 
riod of 130 years be taken into the 
account, and if we bear in mind that 
*within that time a considerably city 
has grown up on the southern bank 

the Thames, we shall be disposed 
to consider it as no exaggeration to 
affirm, that in this district (not one 
of the most favourably situated in 
tills respact^ murder lias abated in 
the remarkable proportion of 3, if 
not 4, to 1. 

In the thirty years from 1755 to 
1784, the whole convictions for mur- 
der in London and Middlesex were 
71; and in the thirty years from 
1784 to 1814 they were 66. In the 
years 1815, 1816, and 1817, the 
whole convictions for murder in 
London were nine, while in the 
three preceding years they were 14* 
Most of the other returns relate to 
too short a period, or too narrow a 
district, to afford materials for safe 
conclusion, with respect to the com- 
parative frequency of crimes at dif- 
ferent periods. 

In general, however, it appears 
that murders and other crimes of 
violence and cruelty have cither di- 
minished or not increased ; and that 
the deplorable increase of criminals 
is not of such a nature as to indicate 
any diminution in the humanity of 
the people. The practice of imme- 
diately publishing the circumstances 
of cvei^ atrocious crime, and of cir- 
culati^ in various forms an account 
of every stage of the proceedings 
which relate to it, *ifi far more pre- 
valent in England than in any other 
country, jand in our times than in 
any former age. It is on the wlyilc 
of great utility, not only as a con- 
trol on courts of judicafuro, but^al- 
so as a meabs of rendering it ex- 
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tremely difficult for odious criminals 
to escape. In this country no atro- 
cious crimes remain secret. With 
these advantages, lv)wcver, it can- 
not be denied, that bv publishing 
the circumstances of all crimes, our 
modern practice tends to make our 
age and nation appear more criminal 
than, in comparison with others, it 
really is. 

II. In considering the subject of 
our penal laws, your Committee will 
first lay before the House their ob- 
servations on that part'«v(.)ich is the 
least likely to give rise to dificrcnce 
of opinion. That many statutes de- 
nouncing capital punishments might 
be safely and wisely repealed, has 
long been a prevalent opinion. It is 
sanctioned by the authority of two 
successive Comniittccs of this House, 
composed of the most eminent men 
of their age, and in some measure 
by the authority of the House itself, 
which passed several bills on the re- 
commendation of their Committees. 
As a general position, the propriety 
of repealing such statutes seems 
scarcely to have been disputed. Re- 
specting the number and choice of 
them, different sentiments must al- 
ways be expected. Your Commit- 
tee have not attempted a complete 
enumeration, which much time and 
considerable deliberation would be 
required to accomplish. They se- 
lected some capital felonies, for the 
continuance of which they cannot 
anticipate any serious argument, 
and which seem to them to serve no 
purpose but that of encumbe: ing and 
discrediting the statute-book* Va- 
rious considerations have combined 
to guide theip" choice ; sometimes 
mere levity and hurry have raised 
an insignificant offence, or an almost 
indifferent act, into a capital crime.; 
in^other acts, the evil has been ma- 
nifestly and“indccd avowedly tempo- 
rafy, try7ugh it unfortunately produ- 


ced a’ .permanent law.' Where the pu- 
nishment of death was evidently un- 
necessary at the time of its original 
establishment, and where; if it was 
originally justified by a temporary 
danger, or excused by a temporary 
fear, it haa long been acknowledged 
to be altogether dkproportioned to 
the offence, yopr Committee con- 
ceive themselves warranted in confi- 
dently recommending its abolition. 
But they have also adverted to ano- 
ther consideration : If, in addition to 
the intrinsic' evidence of unwarrant- 
able severity in a law, w^hich arises 
from the comparison of the act for- 
l£dden with the punishment threat- 
ened, they find also that the law has 
scarcely ever been executed since 
its first enactment ; or if it has fallen 
into disuse the nation became 
more humane and generally enlight- 
ened, your Committee consider 
themselves as authorised to recom- 
mend its repeal, by long experience, 
and by the deliberate judgment of 
the whole rratvon,.. Inr tbe applica- 
tion of this latter principle, they 
have been materially aided by the 
documents which have been men- 
tioned. Where a penal law has not 
been carried into effect in Middle- 
sex for more than a century, in the 
counties round London for sixty 
years, and in the extensive district 
which forms the W^estern Circuit for 
fifty, it may be safely concluded that 
the general opinion has pronounced 
it to be unfit or unnecessary to conti- 
nue in force. The Committee are 
aware that there are cases in which 
it may be^said, that the dread of the 
punishment bas prevented the per- 
petration of the crime, and where, 
therefore, the law appears to be in- 
efficacious only because it has com- 
pletely accomplished its purpose. 
Whatever speciousness may belong 
to this reasoning in the case of con- 
spicuous cranes, and punishments 
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generally present to the minds of 
men, it i^evcr can be plausibl)^ ap- 
plied to rare and obscure offences, 
to penal enactments, of which it re- 
quires a more than ordinary degree 
of professional accuracy* habitually 
to recollect the existenc^. . Your 
Committee have, endeavoured to a* 
void all cases which seem to them 
to be on this ground disputable. 
From^ general* caution, and a desire 
{o avoid even the appearance of pre- 
cipitation, they have post{)Oiied 
^ases, which seem to them liable*to 
as little doubt as some of those to 
which they are about to advert. 

it has sometimes been said, th^ 
the abolition of penal laws whiclr 
have fallen into disuse is of little ad- 
vantage to tlie community. Your 
Committee consider thj^ opinion us 
an error. They forbear to enlarge 
on the striking remark of Lord Ba- 
con, that all such laws weaken and 
disarm the other parts of the crimir 
nal system. The frequent occur- 
rence of tln^ unexeuutod threat of 
death in a criminal code tends to 
rob .that punishment of all its terrors, 
aqd to enervate the general authority 
of the Government and the laws. 
The multiplication of this threat in 
the laws of England has brought on 
them, and on the nation, a character 
of harshness and cruelty, which evi- 
dence of a mild administration of^ 
them will not entirely remove. He- • 
peal silences the objection. Rea- 
soning, founded on lenient exercise 
of authority, whatever its force may 
be, is not calculated to efface a ge- 
neral deep irapressiol^. Thebi’c- 
moval of disused laws *is a prelimi-^ 
nary operation, \Wiich greatly facili- 
tates a just estimate, and (where it 
is necessary) an effectual reform of 
those laws which are to remain in 
activity. Were capital punishments 
reduced to the comparaiivcly small* 
niim|5er of cases in which they arc 


often inflicted, it would become a 
much simpler operation to form a 
right judgment of their propriety or 
necessity. Another consideration of 
still greater moment presents itself 
on this part of the subject. Penal 
laws are sometimes called into ac- 
tivity after long disuse, and in cases 
where their very existcnce^niay be 
iptiknowii to the best-informed part 
of the community : malicious prose- 
cutors set them in motion ; a mis- 
taken administration of the law may 
apj)ly the^^to purposes for which 
tliey were not intended, and w^hich 
they are calculated more to defeat 
than to promote. Such seems to 
have been the case of the person 
who, in the year 1814, at the Assizes 
for Essex, was capitally convicted 
of the offence of cutting down trees, 
and who, in spite of earnest applica- 
tions for mercy from the prosecutor, 
the committing magistrate, and the 
whole neighbourhood, was executed, 
apparently because he was believed 
engaged in other offences, for none 
of which, however, he had been 
convicted or tried. 

This case is not quoted as furnish- 
ing any charge against the humanity 
of the Judge or of the advisers of 
the Crown : they certainly acted ac- 
cording to the dictates of their judg- 
ment ; but it is a case where the ef- 
fect of punishment is suillcicMitly 
shown by the evidence to be the re- 
verse of exemplary ; and it is hard 
to say whether the general disuse 
of the ^pitnl punishment in this of- 
fence, jr the single instance in which 
it has/ecn carriedjnto effect, sug- 
gests tho strongest reasons for its 
abolition. 

The statutes creating capital of- 
fences, which the Committee have 
considerecl under this head, are re- 
ducible to two classes : the first Ve- 
Jate to acts either so nearly imlif- 
ferent as to require no penally, oT if 
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iiijurioufl, not of such a magnitude 
as that they may not safely be left 
punishable as misdemeanours at com* 
nion law. in these your Committee 
propose the simple repeal ; they are 
as follow : — 

L 1 and 2 Phil, and Mary, c. 4. 
Egyptians remaining within 
the kingdom one month. 

2. 18 Charles II. c. 3. ' Notorious 

thieves in Cumberland and 
Northumberland. 

3. 9 Geo. I. c. 22. Being armed 

and disguised imt^ny forest, 
park, &c. 

4. 9 Geo. I. c. 22. Being armed 

and disguised in any warren. 

5. — — in any high road, 

open heath, common, or 
down. 

(5. Unlawfully hunting, 

killing, or stealing deer, 

7. .. . — — Robbing warrens, Ac. 

8. — I Stealing or taking any 

fish out of any river, or ponef, 

Ac. 

9. Hunting in his Ma- 

jesty’s forests or chases. 

10. — Breaking down the 

head or mound of a fish-pond. 

11. 9 Geo. I. c. 28. Being disguis- 

ed within the Mint. 

12. 12 Geo. II. c. 29. Injuring of 

Westminster Bridge, and 
other bridges by other Acts. 
The second class consists of those 
offences which, though in the opinion 
of your Committee never fit to be 
punished with death, are yet so ma- 
lignant and dangerous as toi require 
the highest punishments, \^xcept 
death, which are. known to oiW laws. 
These the Committee would make 
punishable, eitji'er by transportation 
or imprisonment with hard labour, 
allowing considerable scope to the 
discretion of the Judges respecting 
thd" term for which either punish- 
ment is to cAdurc : — 


1. 31 Eliz. c. 9. Taking away any 

maid, widow, or w\fc, Ac. 

2. 21 Jac. I. c. 26. Acknowledg- 

ing or procuring any fine, re- 
covery, Ac. 

3. 4. Geo. I. cap. 2.,s. 4. Helping 

. to, the recovery of stolon 
goods. 

4. 9 Geo. I. c. 22. Maliciously 

killing or wounding cattle. 

5. 9. Geo. I. c. 22. Cutting down 

or destroying trees growings 

Ac. 

0. 5 Geo. JI. c. 30. Bankrupts not 
surrendering, Ac. 

7. — ■■■ — Concealing or 

^ embezzling. 

^ 8. 6 Geo, II. c. 37. Cutting down 
the bank of any river. 

9. 8 Geo. II. c. 20. Destroying 
any ftnee, lock, sluice, Ac. 

10. 26 Geo. II. c. 23. Making a 

false entry in a marriage re- 
gister, Ac., five felonies. 

11. 27 Geo. Ih c. 15. Sending 

threatening letters. 

12. 27 Gco.-IL c. 19^. Destroying 

bank, Ac. Bedford Level. 

13. 3 Geo. III. c. 16. Persbnating 

out-pensioners of Greenwich 
Hospital. 

14. 22 Geo. III. c.40. Maliciously 

cutting serges. 

15. 24 Geo. 111. c. 47- Harbouring 

offenders against the (Reve- 
nue) Act, when returned from 
transportation. 

It does not seem necessary to 
make any observations in this place 
on the punishments of transportation 
and imprisonment, which your Com- 
mittee have proposed to substitute 
<for that of death in the second of 
the two classes above mentioned. 
In their present imperfect state they 
are sufficient for such offences ; and 
in the more improved condition in 
which the Committee trust that all 
* the prisons of the kingdom will soon 
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be placed, imprisonment maj be 
hoped tO| be of such a nature*as to 
ansveer every purpose of terror and 
refortnati<^n. 

III. lo*the more disputable ques- 
tions, which K relate to 'oiFences of 
more frequent occurrence and more 
extensive mischief, your Committee 
will limit tlicir present practical con- 
clusions to those cases to which the 
evidence before them most distinctly 
refers.* They cannot entertain any 
doubt that the general principles 
*which have been so stsikingly veri- 
iSed and corroborated in some parti- 
cular cases by that evidence, apply 
with equal force to many others, re- 
lating to which they have not had 
sufficient time to collect the testi* 
mony of witnesses. That some of- 
fences which the law treats as arson, 
and more which it punishes as bur- 
glary, are not properly classed with 
tlicse crimes, and ought not to be 
punished with death, would probably 
be rendered apparent by a legisla- 
tive consolidation the laws in be- 
ing respecting arson and burglary. 
The same result, though in a less dc- 
g**ee, might be expected from a si- 
milar operation in other important 
heads of criminal law. 

On the three capital felonies— of 
privately stealing in a shop to the a- 
mount of 56., of privately stealing in 
a dwelling-house to the amount of 
40s., and of privately, stealing fromr 
vessels in a navigable river to the a- 
mount of 40s. — the House of Com- 
mons have pronounced their opinion, 
by passing bills for reducing the pu- 
nishment to transportaSon or •im- 
prisonment. * • 

In proposing tt) revive those bills, 
your Committee feel a singular satis- 
faction that they arc enabled to pre- 
sent to the House so considerable a 
body of direct evidence in support 
of opinions which had liithertd 
chnWy rested on general reasoning, 


and were often alleged by their op- 
ponents to be contradicted by ex- 
perience. Numerous and respect- 
able wit nesses i^ave borne testimony, 
for tlicmselvcs and for* the classes 
whom they represent, that a great 
reluctance prevails to prosecute, to 
• give evidence, and to convict, in the 
cases of the three last-men^joned of- 
fences ; and that this reluctance has 
nad the effect of producing impunity 
to such a degree, that it may be con- 
sidered as among the temptations to 
t|ic conynission of crimes. Your 
Committee beg leave to direct the 
attention of the house to the evi- 
dence of Sir Archibald Macdonald 
on this and other parts of the ge- 
neral subject, in which that vene- 
rable person has stated the result of 
many years* experience in the ad- 
ministration of criminal law. They 
forbore to desire the opinion of the 
present .Judges, out of consideration 
to the station and duties of these re- 
spectable magistrates. It appeared 
unbecoming and inconvenient, that 
those whose office it is to execute 
the criminal law should be culled on 
to give an opinion whether it ought 
to be altered. As the Judges could 
not with propriety censure what they 
might soon be obliged to enforce, 
they could scarcely be considered as 
at liberty to deliver an unbiassed opi- 
nion. Of the Judges who have re- 
tired from the bench. Sir William 
Grant and Sir Vicary Gibbs, found it 
inconvenient to attend -when they 
were requested ; and the Committee 
disposed with their attendance, 
having reason to .believe that both 
adhere to the <)pini()ns which they 
formerly inaintuin(*J in Parliament 
on opposite sides of this question. 
Lord Erskine was absent from Lon- 
don when it was proposed to ex- 
amine him; but the Committee^ are 
well assured that his of)inions entire- 
ly concur witli their own. ^ir JSmes 
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MansfieJd and Sir Allan Cliambre 
appear to have formed no opinion, 
and the Committee, at their request, 
dispensed with their attendance. 

But highly as tlie Committee 
esteem and respect the Judges, it is 
not from them that the must accu- 
rate and satisfactory evidence of the * 
effect of the penal law can reason- 
ably be expected. They only sce,^ 
the exterior of criminal proceedings 
after they are brought into a court 
of justice. Of the cases which never 
appear there, and of •Mip causey 
which prevent their appearance, 
they can know nothing. Of the 
motives which influence tlie testi- 
mony of witnesses, they can form 
but a hasty and inadequate estimate. 
Even in the grounds of verdicts, 
they may often be deceived. From 
any opportunity of observing the 
miiucuce of punishment upon those 
classes of men among whom male- 
factors are most commonly found, 
the Judges are, by their stations, and 
duties, placed at a great distance. 

Your Committee have sought for 
evidence on these subjects from those 
classes of men who are sufferers from 
larcenies, who must be prosecutors 
where those larcenies are brought to 
trial, who are the witnesses by whom 
such charges must be substantiated, 
and who are the jurors by whose ver- 
dicts only cfl'ect can be given to the 
laws. On this class of persons where 
the crimes are most frequent, and 
where long and extensive experience 
allows little room for error ai\d none 
for misrepresentation, or, ii^ other 
words, on the tradprs of the ciUcs of 
London and Westmiijster, your Com- 
mittee have principally relied for in- 
fornjation. To the clerks of the of- 
fices of Magistrates, and to the offi- 
cers of criminal courts, who receive 
infoMiations and prepare indict- 
ments, to experienced INIagist rates 
themselves, and to the gaolers and 


others, who, in the * performance of 
their duties, have constan^ opportu- 
nities of observing the feelings of of- 
fenders, the Committee have also di- 
rected their inquiries : their testi- 
mony has been perfectly uniform. 

Mr Shejiton, who has been near 
forty years Clerk of Arraigns at the 
Old Bailey, states, that juries are 
anxious to reduce the value of pro- 
perly below its real amount in those 
larcenies where the capital punishn 
ment depends on value ; that they 
arc^ desirous ^of omitting those cir-* 
cumstances on which the capital pu- 
nishment depends in constructive 
biiirgiaries ; and that a reluctance to 
donvict is perceptible in forgery. 

Sir Archibald Macdonald bears 
testimony to the reluctance of prose- 
cutors, witne^'sos, and juries, in for- 
geries, in shop-lifting, and offences 
of a like nature. He believes that 
the chances of escape are greatly in- 
creased by the severity of the punish- 
ments. “ Against treason, murder, 
arson, rape, *and crimec against the 
dwelling-house or person, and some 
others,” he thinks ** the punishment 
of death should be directed.” 

T. W. Carr, Esq. Solicitor of Ex- 
cise, a very intelligent public officer, 
gave an important testimony, direct- 
ly applicable indeed only to offences 
against the revenue, but throwing 
great light on the general tendency 
'^of severity in penal Taws to defeat* its 
own purpose. From his extensive 
experience, it appears, that severe 
punishment has rendered the law on 
that subject inefficacious. Prosecu- 
tions and convictions were easy when 
breaches of tiie law were subject to 
moderate pecuniary penalties; even 
a great pecuniary penalty has been 
found so favourable to impunity, that 
fraudulent traders prefer it to a mo- 
derate penalty. 1 ne act of counter- 
feiting a stamp in certain cases, with- 
in the laws of ^xciscj was, beforv the 
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year 1806, subject only to q penalty 
of L.509; but in that year *it was 
made a transportable offence, of 
which th^ conseouence was, that the 
convictiohs, whicn from 1791* to 1806 
had been 19 «»ut of 21 p*rosecutions, 
were reduced in thesucceadiifg years, 
i from 1806 to 1818, to 3 out of 9 pro-* 
secutions. • 

Mr Newman, Solicitor for the city 
of London, 'speaking from thirty 
•ycars**experience of the course of 
criminal prosecutions in that city, 

* informed the Committed;, that heliad 
frequently observed a reluctance to 
prosecute and convict in capital of- 
fences not directed against the live^ 
persons, or dwellings of men. 

The Reverend Mr Cotton, Ordi- 
nary of Newgate, has described, in 
strong terms, the repugnance of the 
public to capital execution in offen- 
ces unattended with violence, and 
the acquiescence even of the most 
depraved classes in their infliction in 
atrocious crimes. 

Mr Colqfllioun, 4'or* twenty-seven 
years^a police magistrate in this capi- 
tal, -and well known by his publications 
cm these subjects, declares his firm 
convictioTi that capital punishment in 
the minor offences operates powerful- 
ly in preventing convictions ; and that 
there is a great reluctance to prose- 
cute in forgery, shop-lifting, larceny 
in the dwelling-house, burglary 
without actual entry, iiorse-stealing* 
sheep-stealing, cattle-stealing, frame- 
breaking, housebreaking in the day 
time, robbery without acts of vio- 
lence, and other minor ojfonces, now 
subjeot to the punishment of d^ath. 
According to the testimony of tlift 
intelligent obsenfer, the public mind 
revolts at capital punishment in cases 
not atrocious. 

Mr Newman, late keeper of New- 
gate, and connected with the admi- 
nistration ot' justice in London for 


forty years, gave testimony to the 
same effect. . 

Mr Basil Montague stated a fact 
of a most striking nature^ immediate- 
ly applicable only to one offence, but 
showing those dispositions in the 
minds of the public which must pro- 
duce similar effects w'herevcr the ge- 
neral feeling is at variance with the 
•provLsions of criminal law. From 
the year 1732, when embezzlement 
of property hy a bankrupt was made 
a capital offence, tliere have been 
j»robal)l3k4flfOOO bankruptcies; in that 
period there have not been more than 
10 prosecutions, and 3 executions 
for the capital offence, and yet frau- 
dulent bankruptcies have become so 
common as almost to be supposed to 
have lost the nature of crime. 

Mr Stephen Curtis, a leather- fac- 
tor in London, stated several cases 
of forgery^ fraudulent bankruptcy, 
and larceny, where the persons inju- 
red declined to prosecute, from ap- 
prehensions that the offenders might 
suffer death : this is the general opi- 
nion of the traders ofLoiulon, though 
in tl)c opinion of this witness, llierc 
is scarcely a shop-keeper from Corn- 
hill to Ciiaring-cross who does not 
suffer from shoplifting, 

Mr Jacob, who has lately travel- 
led through England on business, 
and Mr Jennings, for some time a 
shopkeeper near Bridgewater, gave 
some evidence tending to show that 
the general sentiments of traders in 
the country were, on capital punish- 
ments^he same which the Commit- 
tee h^ such ample reason to consi- 
der ^ the prevalent opinion of the 
same valuable efoss^of persons in the 
metropolis* Mr Jennings observed, 
that these opinions prevailed among 
farmers a$ well as shopkeepers, and 
that the capital punishment pre\epnt- 
cd prosecutions for Ijorse, cattle, 
and sheep stealing, as well as for 4 >ri- 
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vatcly Stealing in shops and dwelling- 
houses, and in constructive burgla- 
ries. 

]\Jr Joseph Harmcr, who has prac- 
tised for twenty years as a solicitor at 
the Old Bailey, gave a testimony 
which the Committee cannot but re- 
commend to the most serious con- 
sideration ^)f the House. I n the course 
of his practice he had confidential 
communication with at least 2,000 ca- 
pital convicts, and may be presumed 
to have as good means of understand- 
ing their temptations, theef fears, and 
their hopes, as any individual In the 
kingdom. He is now much employ- 
ed by prosecutors, and from inter- 
course with them, as well as by for- 
mer observation of their conduct, has 
the amplest means of knowing the 
influence which capital punishment 
has on their disposition, to aid and 
enforce the execution of the laws. 
The Committee must also add, that 
he appeared to them a man of saga- 
city, as well as of a conscientious 
and humane character, whose opi- 
nions on this subject arc entitled to 
much consideration. Kvery part of 
his evidence is so important, that 
they find it difficult to select parti- 
cular facts as worthy of greater no- 
tice. He informed the committee, 
that he knew many instances of per- 
sons injured by larcenies and forge- 
ries, declining to prosecute on ac- 
count of the punishment; that the 
same consideration strongly disin- 
clines many persons to s^ve as 
jurors at the Old Bailey, anm^ indu- 
ces them to bribe the summoning 
officer not to sumirion them ; ana that 
he has seen juries, influenced, as he 
believes, by the severity of the pu- 
nishment in numerous capital cases, 
but especially in forgeries, give ver- 
dictsuof acquittal where the proofs 
of the prisone*;*a guilt were perfectly 
cloBRi. Old professed thieves, aware 
of the compassionate feelings of ju* 


ries, are, he says, desirous of being 
prosecuted on capital ind.'ctmcnts 
rather than otherwise. •* The pre- 
sent numerous enactments to take 
away life appear to me whfilly inef- 
fectual ; but there are* punishments 
which Tam convinced a thief would 
‘ dread, namely, a course of discipline 
totally reversing his former habits ; 
idleness is one of the prominent cha- 
racteristics of a professed thief — put 
him to labour; debauchery iS ano- 
ther quality ; abstinence is its oppo- 
site — apply it 'J company they indulge 
in, they ought therefore to experi- 
enfc solitude ; they are accustom- 
e(l to uncontrolled liberty of action 
— 1 would impose restraint and de- 
corum. Were these my suggestions 
adopted, I have no doubt we should 
find a considerable reduction in the 
number of offenders.’* He states, 
that he has often seen juries reduce 
the value of things stolen, contrary 
to clear proof. Inhere is no reluc- 
tance to prosecute or convict in his 
opinion in murdir^ ursofi, burglary 
in its original sense of nocturnal 
housebreaking, highway robbetyj 
with violence and murderous attacks 
on the person. The thieved observe 
the sympathy of the public ; it seems 
to console them, and they appear less 
concerned than those who witness 
their sentence. Certainly the gene- 
ral feeling docs not go along with the 
infliction of death in the case of 
crimes unaccompanied by violence ; 
there are very few advocates for the 
generality of the present punish- 
ments ; th<ise punishments rather 
tend' to excite, the public feeling a- 
g&inst the criminal laws.” 

IV. Much of the above evidence 
sufficiently establishes the general 
disinclination of traders to prosecute 
for forgeries on themselves, or to fur- 
qish the Bank of England with the 
means of conviction, in cases where 
fo»*ged notes arc uttered, TherV is 
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no offence in which the infliction of 
death se^s more repugnant to the 
strong ana general and declared sense 
of the public than forgery ; there is 
no other In which there appears to 
prevail a gresy^er compasMon for the 
offender, and more horrog at* capital 
executions. 

In addition to the^general evidence 
above stated, to notorious facts, and 
to qbvious Conclusions of reason, 
•your Committee have to state the 
testimony of some witnesses of pe- 
•culiar weight, on the subject of for- 
gery. 

Mr John Smith, a member of t|fc 
House, and banker in London, stated^ 
that he knew instances where prose- 
cutions for private forgeries were re. 
linquished on account of the punish- 
ment, and had no doubt tliat if the 
punishment was less, prosecutions 
would have taken place. 

Mr Barnett, also a member of the 
House, and a bankflr in London, is of 
opinion, that capital punishment goes 
extremely toMliscoyiage prosecutions 
in forgery ; he knows many instances 
of this, scarcely a year passed with- 
out something of the kind ; he is of 
opinion that the majority of private 
forgeries pass un|)unishcd, on ac- 
count of the severity of the punish- 
ment. The punishment of death 
tends, in his opinion, to prevent pro- 
secution, and to increase the crime* 

Mr J. F. Forster, 2^ Russia mer-* 
chant, and Mr £. Forster, a banker 
in London, gave some remarkable 
examples of the repugnance to pro- 
secute in forgery. In one, by the 
connivance of the prosecutor, a per- 
son who was introducecl to the magi' 
strate as a friend of the prisoner’s 
desired to see the forged check, 
snatched it away, and threw it into 
the fire — a mode of avoiding pro- 
secution, which, from other parts of 
the ^idcnce, docs not seem to be* 
uncaimiyon. in anotld^r, a forgery 


to the large amount of hfloen hun- 
dred pounds,^ where the forger and 
the utterer were both in custody, the 
prosecution was relinquished merely 
because the offence was capital. Had 
punishment been ever so severe, 
short of death, no endeavour would 
have been made to save the offenders. 
In the opinion of Mr Forster, 
^ore than one half of the private 
forgeries which are committed, es- 
cape prosechtion on account of the 
severity of the law : he added an ex- 
ample t^j^ like sentiments, in the 
offence of stealing in a dwelling- 
house, which the Committee consi- 
der as remarkable, because it occur- 
red in the officers of a public institu- 
tion, who usually allow themselves 
to be less influenced by their feelings- ' 
than individuals : a committee of a 
ublic institution, whose house had 
een robbed, would not engage in 
the prosecution unless the goods 
were valued under forty shillings. 
In this committee were persons of 
respectable condition in almost all 
the occupations which are most liable 
to loss by forgeries and thefts, 

Mr Fry, a banker in London, men- 
tioned four cases of prosecution for 
forgery which were prevented by the 
capital punishment, in one of which 
the party injured swallowed the for- 
ged note, that he might not be com- 
pelled to prosecute. Mr Fry expli- 
citly stated, what is indeed implied 
in the evidence of the preceding wit- 
nesses, that, as a bankerj he should 
consid» his property as much more 
securanf the punishment of forgery 
were mitigated to such a degree that 
the law against thatj;)ffcncc would be 
generally enforced ^ in nine cases 
out of ten of forgery which ho has 
known, there has been an indisposi- 
tion to prosecute. 

Dr Lubhington dccl|ired that he 
knew, that in the minds of many per- 
sons there fs a strong indisposition 
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to prosecute, on account of the sc^ 
verity of the punishment ; and that 
Jiu had heard from the mouths of 
prosecutors themselves, who have 
prosecuted f()r capital offences, wliere 
there was a danger of the persons 
being executed, the greatest regret 
tliat they had so done ; and many 
times thoiy have expressed a wish, 
that had they been able to have fore-* 
seen the consequences, they would 
never have resorted to the laws of 
their country. He also related the 
case of a servant who Citvnrvynitted ^ 
robbery upon him : the man was ap- 
rehended, and liis guilt was clear ; 
ut DrLushington “ refused to pro- 
secute, for no other reason than that 
he could not induce himself to run 
'the risk of taking away the life of a 
man.” 

Mr Charles Attwood, a manufac- 
turer of window-glass ut Newcastle, 
and a seller of window-glass in Lon- 
don, had observed a very consider- 
able indisposition to prosecute in 
capital cases among the traders of 
London generally : and conceives 
that this reluctance would abate, if 
the punishment were mitigated to 
' something less than death. 

Mr Isaac Lyon Goldsmid, a bro- 
ker to the bank, and to merchants, 
whose experience in the transactions 
of bankers is very extensive, enter- 
tains no doubt, that the punishment 
of death has a tendency generally 
to prevent prosecution, and thinks 
that evidence to that effect might be 
discovered in hundreds of instances. 
A servant of his own committed a 
very aggravated forgery upon him. 
She confessed her guilt to the ma- 
gistrates before whom she was taken; 
but it appearing that if she was pro- 
secuted at all, it must be capitally, 
Mr, Goldsmid declined all further 
proceeding, and she was liberated. 
In ^he next Vumily in which she be- 
came a ^rvant, she committed ano- 


ther capital felony; and again the 
severity of the law appear^ to have 
been her protection. 

Mr Daniel Gurney, a banker in 
the county of Norfolk, declared his 
own reluctdnce, and had observed 
a similar reluctance among many 
bankers and traders in the country 
to prosecute in qgses of forgery, in 
consequence of tlm severity of the 
law. The dread of being instrumen- 
tal in indicting death had, with him-i 
self, and to his knowledge with 
others, operated as a protection to 
the criminal. In illustration of his 
s^itiments, he mentioned the case 
ot a man who was in the habit of 
committing forgery, ** and was not 
prosecuted in consequence of the 
capital punishment.” Mr Gurney 
considers that ** his property as a 
banker would be more secure, if the 
punishment were not so severe, be- 
cause there would be more inclina- 
tion to prosecLU6.^' He also sug- 
gested, tliat jf in every town of suf- 
ficient imporranee^ an agent was in- 
vested with fall authority from the 
Bank of England, to stamp the for- 
ged notes that were presented to 
him, it w'ould be a considerable 
check to their circulation. In this 
opinion Mr William Birkbcck, a 
banker in the West Hiding of York, 
fully concurred ; conceiving that if 
an agent of this kind were authori- 
sed to put a npirk upon such notes, 
indicating that they were forged, it 
would probably throw them back on 
the original issuer so early, as to 
show him the futility of attempting 
to Esue others of a similar descrip- 
tion. 

Your Committee cannot but con- 
sider the suggestion made by these 
respectable gentlemen as well merit- 
ing attention. 

After due consideration of this 
Important question, your Comn^ittcc 
are of opinion, that forgeries ave a 
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class of offenced respecting which it 
is expedient to bring togeth(j^r and 
metliodizb the laws now in being. 
That in the present state of public 
feeling, ai reduction of the punish- 
ment, in most^cascs of that crime> U 
b^ome necessary to the execution 
^01 the lawS) and consequently to the 
'security of property and the protec- 
tion of commerce f and that the 
means adopted by the Legislature to 

f eturh to our ancient standard of va- 
ue render the reformation of the 
^criminal laws respecting forgeries a 
matter of very considerable ur- 
gency. Private forgeries will, in 
the opinion of the Committee, be 
sufficiently and most effectually re- 
pressed by the punishments of trans- 
portation and imprisonment. As 
Jong as the smaller qptea of the 
Bank of England shall continue to 
constitute the principal part of the 
circulating medium of the kingdom, 
it may be reasonabte to place them 
on the same footing with the metallic 
currency; y^ur Cpinmiltee there- 
fore propose that* the forgery of 
thes^ dotes may for the present re. 
m^in a papital offence ; that the ut- 
tering of forged bank notes shall, 
for the first offence, be transporta- 
tion or imprisonment ; but that, on 
the second convictioni the offender 
shall be deemed to be a common ut- 
tercr of forged notes, and shall, if 
the prosecutor shall so ^esire, be in- 
dicted as such, which will render 
him liable to capital punishment. 
Respecting the offence of knowingly 
possessing forged notes, your Com- 
mittee l\pvc no alteration to suggest, 
but what they conceive tvould be fit 
to all transportable offences, that a 
discretion should be vested in the 
Judges to substitute imprisonment 
with hard labour for transportation, 
where such a substitution shall seem 
to then\ expedient. As the disco- 
very o^' the actual forgers of bank 
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notes has been found by experience 
to be in the highest degree difficult, 
your Committee consider the sug- 
gestion of the commissioners for in- 
quiring into the means ofpreveriting 
forgeries, of offering an unusually 
large reward for the detection of for- 
geries, as worthy of serious considera- 
tion : to such rewards in general, the 
(^ommittec feci an insuperable objec- 
tion. In the case of forgery there are 
circumstances which considerably 
weaken the objection. No jury could 
convict ii^sagh a case on the mere 
evidence of an informer, unsupport- 
ed by the discovery of those materials, 
implements, and establishments ne- 
cessary for carrying on the criminal 
system. The reward would there- 
fore have little tendency to endanger 
innocent meet by false accusation. 
The evidence on which the convic- 
tion would rest must be of a sort 
which can hardly deceive. The in- 
former would only furnish the key, 
by which the means of evidence 
would be found ; the reward would 
rather be for detection than for con- 
viction. 

There are several points on which 
your Committee are desirous of of- 
fering some observation to the house: 
two of these are of great importance : 
the first relates to the best means of 
enabling judges to pronounce Sen- 
,tence of death only in those cases 
*where they think it probable that 
death will be inflicted ; the second, 
whether (he establishment'of unex- 
pensive a^d accessible jurisdictions, 
for the trial of small offences, with 
the help of juries, but with simple 
» forms of proceeding and corrective 
punishments, might riot be a means 
of checking the first steps towards 
criminality. These and other parts 
of this great subject, the Committee 
hope that the house will allow them 
^another opportunity to consider, ^y 
permitting thcTn, in the next aession, 
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to resume, and, if possible, to com- 
plete their inquiries. 

The Committee eohsider them- 
selves as bound to express their gra- 
titude to Mb Evans, the learned and 
most meritorious Vice*Chancelior of 
the County Palatine of Lancaster; 
to MjrLong, a respectable barrister 
and to Mr Jameson, a young gentle- 
man employed in the study of the 
law, for the liberal and useful aid 
which they have afforded during the 


whole course of the investigation. 
Your Committee will conclude by in- 
forming the house, that in pursuance 
of the various opinions and recom- 
mendations which they hUve stated 
above, they have instructed their 
chairman, early in the next session 
of Parliament, to move for leave 
bring in bills, for the objects and 
purposes of which this report is in- 
tended to explain the oature, and to 
prove the fitness. r , 


REPORT 


OF THE COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED FOR INQUIRING INTO THE MODE OF PRE- 
VENTING THE forgery of BANK-NOTES, 

To his Royal Highness George^ larly classed and arranged ; together 
Prince of Wales, Regent of the Uni- with the correspondence respecting 
ted Kingdom of Great Britain and them, a statement of the trials to 
Ireland. which they had been subjected, and 

In obedience to the directions specimens of the proposed originals, 
contained in his Majesty’s Commis- and of the imitations executed by 
sion, we proceeded, in the latter end order of the Bank. They also laid 
of the month of July last, to consider before us about seventy varieties of 
the important subject referred to us. paper made at their manufactory in 

Our attention was first directed to . experiments for its improvement, in 
the proposals for improvement in * which almost every alteration recom- 
the form of the notes issued by the mended for adoption had been tried. 
Bank of * England ; and it being and, in some instances, anticipated 
known that many plans had ^cn sub- by their own manufacturer, 
mitted to that body which uey had We have also received and answer- 
not thought it expedient to^adopt, ed.» communications from about se- 
we felt it proper, in, the first instance, -venty individuals, which have been 
to obtain corr.c^Ct information upon arranged and considered ; and in 
this point ; and we, therefore, re- some cases, a personal interview has 
quested the Court of Directors to been requested and held. Several 
furnish us with an account of such of these persons had been previously 
plans, did accordingly fur- in communication with tne Bank; 

tiish us, wimout delay, with a de- and we find, that in the instance of 
tailed account of 108 projects, regu- some projects of superior ph)mi5e. 
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the Directors had furnished to the 
proposers the pecuniary means of 
carrying their ideas into effect. We 
have likewise sought and obtained 
informatiop as to the state of paper 
currency in other countries ; but this 
hy proved of Very little importance, 
y/th reference to the object of our 
/resent inquiry. From America, 
which affords the closest parallel to 
the state of England in this particu- 
lar, Ao. official return has yet been 
deceived ; but we have reason to 
;think, that in several parts of the 
United States, the crime of forgery 
is prevalent, and that great efforts 
are now making to give to the notdk 
»uch a character as may bafile the 
skjll of the American forger. Spe- 
cimens of these improved notes have 
been communicated to us by the 
agent of the American patentee, and 
have received our particular atten- 
tion with regard to the practicability 
of adopting the inw:ntion, in whole 
or in part, so as to present a barrier 
to the art an^ skill of Ute forger in 
this country. * * 

.Upon the general subject of the 
extent of forgery, we do not think 
it *neces8aj;y to recapitulate state- 
ments which arc already before Par- 
liament and the public. It appear- 
ed to us, how'ever, proper to obtain 
more particular information as to 
the. course which has been hitherto 
pursued by the Bank, both with re- 
spect to the prevention, and with 
respect to the detection and punish- 
ment of the crime. Upon the for- 
mer of these points, have receiv- 
ed from the Directors, In ^dditior^ to 
the account before alluded to, clear, 
and circumstantial details; and it is 
but common justice to those gentle- 
men to state, that in every instance 
our inquiries have been met by them 
in the most prompt and satisfactory 
manner, and every sort of useful in- 
formation readily furnished. We 


feel it also proper to add our opinion, 
formed after an examination of all 
the projects which have been for- 
merly submitted to the Bank for a 
cliange in the form of feheir notes, 
that no one of these could have been 
adopted with such a prospect of 
^olid advantage to the public, as 
would compensate the evils neces- 
sarily attendant upon a change. 

* The invention to which we refer 
in the latter part of this report, and 
on which our attention is now prin- 
cinally eng^^^ed, was laid before the 
Directors^a short time previous to 
the issuing of his Majesty's commis- 
sion, and so far entertained by them, 
that they advanced a large sum of 
money to the author. The chief 
merit of this invention consisting in ^ 
the extreme accuracy of the machi- 
nery requisite, time and application 
are necessary to bring it to such a 
state of perfection as appears likely 
to answer the purpose desired. 

Upon the latter of the two points 
above referred to, we have received 
from the chief inspector and chief 
investigator at the Bank, and also 
from the solicitor, accounts of the 
course pursued in their respective 
departments. For which purpose, 
wc requested the personal attendance 
of each of those officers, and enter- 
ed into such an examination of them 
as appeared to us to he calculated to 
> produce the necessary information. 
Wc have also been furnished by the 
Bank with the means of judging of 
the actulil state of forgery, and of 
the degree of skill which appears suf- 
ficient#to deceive fjie public, by the 
examination of ^rged notes of va- 
rious kinds ; and efen of the tools 
and instruments used by one forger, 
which were taken upon him. 

Whilst it is painful to observe the 
degree of talent thus perverted, it is 
' at the same time to bfi remarked, 
that in many instances th|j pufflic 
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suffer themselves to be deceived by 
very miserable imitations; and it is 
to be feared that it similar careless* 
ness would very much lessen the 
good effect^ to be derived from the 
employment of superior skill and 
workmanship in the formation of a 
new note. Another fact appears' 
proper to be noticed here, as forming 
an important ingredient in the con* 
sideration of any proposed plan. 
The issue of small notes by the 
Bank is necessarily very uncertain 
and irregular in its amount. We 
find, that to keep up the usual sup* 
ply, not less than fifty plates are 
requisite ; and it is considered pro- 
per to have a much larger number 
in a state of preparation. And as 
it is obviously necessary to preserve, 
as much as possible, identity in the 
notes, this circumstance alone pre* 
eludes the application, for this pur- 
pose, of many ingenious plans, even 
if there did not exist other insuper* 
able objections to them. 

Resulting from the above state- 
ments and examinations, some ge* 
neral observations have occurred to 
us, which appear proper to be intro- 
duced in this stage of the report. 

It has been very commonly ima- 
gined, that, in consequence of the 
simplicity of execution in the pre- 
sent Bank-notes, the actual forgery 
of them was very generally and ex- 
tensively practised, and that often ' 
by persons without money or talent; 
and this idea has formed the basis of 
much of the reasoning used by many 
of the projectors, whose plans have 
been under our ‘view. The teverse 
of this we believe to-be the fact : and 
from the information before us, we 
feci ourselves warranted in stating 
our opinion, that the great quantity 
of forged small notes which have 
lately been found in circulation, have 
all issued from a very few plates on- ' 
Jy ; am^that the fabrication of them 


is chiefly confined to' one particular 
art oit' the country, and carried on 
y men of skill and experience, and 
possessed of a very considerable 
command of capital. Upon a cur- 
sory observation, it appeared «re- 
markable, that while so many <tt- 
terers are '^constantly brought to juW 
tice, the actual forger should verj^* 
rarely, indeed, ‘be detected. But 
further investigation has led us to 
think, that this fact may be account- 
ed for; and without entering into 
details, which upon this point it is 
better to avoid, we think that it re- 
sults naturally from the lamentable 
perfection of system to which this 
fraudulent traffic has been brought ; 
and we have seen no reason to doubt 
that the Directors of the Bank, and 
their officers, have used every exer- 
tion in their power to bring the ac- 
tual forgers to justice, though unfor- 
tunately without success, except in 
very lew instances. We cannot re- 
frain, however, from adding to this 
statement our opinion, that there 
must be some culpable rcmiUsness in 
the local police of those districts 
within wliich the actual fabricators 
of Bank-notes are more, than sus- 
pected to reside, and to carry oii 
their trade with impunity. And be- 
fore we quit this part of the sub- 
ject, we wish to suggest, for the con- 
sideration of those by whose judg- 
ment such a question may be pro- 
perly decided, whether it might not 
be expedient to offer a very large 
reward for the apprehension and 
conviction of a person actually en- 
gaged in ibrging Bank-notes. We 
»are aware of the objections which 
exist against the* system of pecu- 
niary rewards, and are fully impress- 
ed with a sense of the evils that may 
arise from a too general adoption of 
it; but the circumstances under 
which the crime of forgery exists in 
this country ^are peculiar ; and it fip- 
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pears to us fiardly possible that 
those evil8> which miglit be pntici-i 
pated from the offer of a reward in 
the case of some other crimes^ could 
• follow (rcka such an offer in this 
c|^; and kn()wing how‘roany indi- 
iwuals must be saved frQim punish- 
ment by the conviction of one actual 
(orger, we venture, to recommend 
the adoption of this measure, to bo 
concurrent with such an improve- 
snent ia the form of the note as wc 
hope to see effected. 

Having been furnished with sdeh 
information as was within our reach, 
relative to the subject of our inquirj^, 
we, in the next place, proceeded to 
examine more in detail the several 
projects submitted to us. In pur- 
suing this examination, we have not 
indulged the vain expectation of 
finding any plan for a bank note 
which shall not be imitable by the 
skill of English artists ; and we have 
considered that it ^ould be utterly 
unsafe to rely for security against 
forgery upon«the crpplojThient of any 
process, the chief merit of which was 
to* consist in its being kept secret ; 
of« which several have been com- 
niunicated* to us. Our object has 
been to select some plan, of which the 
process, when the principles of it are 
understood, and the machinery and 
implements provided, should be 
simple enough to be applied without « 
interruption to the ex^nded opera- 
tions of the Bank ; and should, at 
the same time, comprise so much of 
superior art, as may oppose the 
greatest possible difficuitjes to the 
attempts of the. forger, and may pre- 
sent such points of accuracy and ex-* 
cellence in worknfanship to the eye 
of any individual using ordinary cau- 
tion, as shall enable him to detect 
a fraud by observing the absence of 
those points in a fabricated note. In 
the mass of the schemes before us, ’ 
_ tliire arg of course very various de- 


grees of merit ; and we endeavoured 
^ to class them as well as circumstan- 
ces would permit. From a very 
^rge portion of them it was obvious, 
upon a first inspection, that no bene- 
ficial result could be expected. Of 
the whole number wc find about 
^twelve of superior skill and .inge- 
nuity, but anticipated by others of 
bigher merit ; or merely ingenious, 
but inapplicable in practice. And 
we consider hine others to be either 
of such originality or ingenious com- 
bination ^f<^^?xisting means, as to 
have required our more particular 
attention ; and with respect to these 
much consideration has been had, 
and, in some instances, improve- 
ments and experiments suggested 
and tried. « 

Wc have not considered, ns de- 
cisive against the merit of any par- 
ticular plan, the single fact, that it 
may be imitated by superior art and 
expensive means : hut when we have 
found, in the case of specimens sub- 
mitted to us, apparently of great 
excellence, and the result of a com 
binatiou of talent or machinery, that 
a very good imitation has been pro- 
duced in a very short time, without • 
any peculiar expense, and by the ap- 
plication of means only which are 
within the reach of very many ar- 
tists and engravers in ICngland ; and 
when we reflect, to how very few 
hands the business of forgery appears 
to be at present confined, wc cannot 
doubt that in the event of bank notes 
being formed from any of such spe- 
cimens, an equal number at least of 
person*? would very soon indeed be 
found capable of fabricating those 
notes to a considerable extent, and 
with a degree of skill quite sufficient 
to dcccivo.the public. Another con- 
sideration has also had weight in in- 
ducing us to hesitate much, hemre 
we venture to recommend any 
cific plan, ’The adoptiont of' any 
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new form of note presenting pe- of the.paper, of great excellence in 
culiar and characteristic marks^ but I'^he wcfkmanship, and of a. very pe- 
the imitation of which we could not culiar invention, and difficult nia- 


confidently .feel to be extremely dif ' 
ficult, would not only not do good, 
but would produce much evil ; and 
would induce a false security, by ac- 
customing the public to rely upon^ 
the app^rance of such marks and 
peculiar character, rather than upon 
a cautious and general observation 
of the whole note. 

Our remarks, however, as to imi- 
tation, do 'not apply to W the spe- 
cimens which have been offered to us. 
There are a few of singular and su- 
perior merit produced by means 
which it is very improbable should 
ever come within the reach of any 
single forger, and the imitation of 
which, except by those means, ap- 
pears in a high degree difficult. 

Safety, or rather comparative safe- 
ty, is to be sought, to a certain ex- 
tent, in a combination of excellence 
in various particulars; but chiefly, 
as we conceive, in the application of 
a principle beyond the reach of the 
art of the copperplate engraver, 
which in its different processes is pos- 
sessed of the most formidable power 
of imitation. One plan, before allud- 
ed to as apparently affording this ad- 
vantage, has been, with the most li- 
beral assistance from the Bank, for 
some time past in a course of trial' 
for its greater perfection, and with a'" 
view to combination with other im- 
provements, satisfactory experiments 
of which have already been effected. 
The result, if our expectations be 
not disappointed, will afford h speci- 
inen of great ipgehuity in the fabric 


chinery in the art of printing. We 
confldenti}' hope, that no^long time 
will elapse before we are enablecT^ to 
lay beforccyour Royal Highness tl'vt 
result : and we have every reason 
know, that the Bank Directors are 
sincerely anxious to adopt any plan, 
which shall be found,* after patient 
examination, to be worthy oi adop 
tion. In the mean time, we have 
thought it right not to delay inform- ' 
ing your Royal Highness of the 
Qourse of our proceedings. The in- 
vestigation in which we have been 
engaged, has strengthened, rather 
than removed, our feeling of the dif- 
flculties with which the whole sub- 
ject is surrounded. We do not wish 
to represent those difficulties as pre- 
cluding the propriety of an attempt 
to remove the existing evils, by a 
change in the form of the notes is- 
sued by the Bank of England ; but 
we tdo feef them to ^ be such, as 
make it imperative upon those with 
whom the responsibility rests, to be 
fully satisfied that they shall produce 
an improvement, before they venture 
to effect a change. 

All which is humbly submitted to 
your Royal Highness’s consideration 
and judgment. 

Jos. Banks, 

Wm. Congreve, 

Wm. Courtenay, 
Davies Gilbert, 
Jer. Harman, 

•' Wm, H. Wollaston, 

' Charles Hatchett. 
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REPQRT 


OF .THE COMMITTEE ON T«E POOR LAWS FOR 1819. 


The RepoVt, after stating what expense incurred in each year for 
•iiad been already done on the re- the 6upport*of the poor within such 
^ commendation of the Committee in subdivision, and return the same to 
the last session, thus psoceeds tJie cler|( the peace of the county 

Other enactments of minor im- at the next ensuing Quarter Sessions, 
portance will be found in the act^f who should be required to publish 
this session, which it is unnecessary such abstracts from all the subdi- 
here to detail: but in addition to visions of the county annually, to- 
these, there are some expedients gether with the amousnt of charge of 
which your Committee are enabled each subdivision in the preceding 
to recommend, and which either do year, so as to afford a comparative 
not absolutely require, or do not view of the diminution or increase 
perhaps admit of any legislative in- of each respectively ; and should 
junction : such as establishing a pre- make an annual return of the aggre- 
ficribed form for Iceeping parochial gate expense of each county to the 
accounts, and giving to^ them perio- Secretary of State for the Home De- 
<lical publidity ; by^hith the amount partment, for the purpose of bring- 
of expenditure will be seen under ing the same under the view of Far- 
its* proper hegd, and any illegal or liament. 

unneoessary disbursements will be In order to prevent litigation in 
brought • to light and corrected, case of removal, a practice has bee» 
Printing and distributing still more in some instances adopted by Ma- 
frequently lists, which the vestry is gistrates of causing a communica- 
now bound by law to make out, of tion to be made personally, or by 
the names of those who at any time letter (which it would be extremely 
receive relief, and on what account^ difficult to regulate by law,) to the 
is a practice which, has prevailed parish to which the removal is pro- 
lately in many populous parishes, posed to be made, of the day in 
and with the best effect; and your which /he adjudication of the settle- 
Committee, therefore, have added ment will take place ; a fair hearing 
to this Report, an eligible fortn in of both parties commonly ensues, 
which these accounts aad listssmay and the expense of an appeal is fre- 
be exhibited, in the liope that this quently prevented, 
practice may *be very generally By such provish^ns, and more es- 
adopted, even without a compulsory pecially by the establishment of se- 
eoactment, to which, however, it lect vestries and assistant overseers, 
may yet be wise to resort; and fur- your Committee are sanguine in their 
ther, to direct that the clerk of each hopes, that the mischief reslllting 
subdivision meeting of Magistrates from the reliance on {Parish support 
.^ould form an abstract of the total may be in some degree payiateir, and 
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that the loose and careless adminis-* 
tration of the lavir, by which it has 
been aggravated, will bo essentially 
corrected. 

But this is not all that your Com- 
mittee deem requisite to secure the 
kingdom from the calamities that 
muist attend the continued progress < 
of this evil ; and they do not believe 
that such security can be obtained^ 
as long as by an erroneous construc- 
tion, as your Committee believe, of 
the Act of Elizabeth, parishes are 
supposed liable to be calbd upon |o 
effect the impracticable purpose of 
finding employment for all wno may 
at any time require it: they. believe 
the ill consequences which have ari- 
sen from this practice are most pal- 
pable, and most mischievous; and 
they are, therefore, peculiarly an- 
xious to recall the most serious at- 
tention of the House to this con- 
struction which has been put practi- 
cally on this part of the statute. 

Pecuniary relief seems indisput- 
ably to have been only contemplated 
by this act for the lame, impotent, 
old, blind, and such other among 
them being poor and not able to 
work, and also for putting out chil- 
dren to be apprentices but the di- 
rection to set to work all persons 
having no means to maintain them, 
arfd using no ordinary or daily trade 
of life to get their living by,” has 
been acted upon as if it were a clear 
authority for requiring the parish to 
find employment for all who^want it. 
The Committee, in 1817, question- 
ed the soundness of this construc- 
tion in the following terms:--” If 
the object of the st^^tute was mere- 
ly to set to hqi*d labour such idle 
wandering persons as might be found 
in a state nearly approaching to that 
of vagrancy, such an object might 
possibly be carried into effect with a 
fair hope of beneficial consequences; 
but if the object of the statute was 


(as it is now interpreted) that the 
£otate ^8 to find work for all who in 
the present, and in all succeeding 
time, may require it, your Committee 
are of opinion, that this is a condi- 
tion which it is not iq the powet ^of 
any law to fulfil ■ what number qf 
persons can be empl.oyed in labouv 
must depend absolutely upon the a- 
mount of the funds which alone arc 
applicable to the maintenance of 
labour.” The Committee proceeded 
to illustrate their position by a train 
of .easoningp which will be found in' 
the 14th page of that Report. 

^Tho further consideration and in- 
vestigation of this subject has con- 
firmed their opinions ; lor your Comr 
mittec are not aware, that the Courts 
of Law have at any time construed 
the act according to this practice ; 
indeed, the decision referred to in 
the former report, in which it was 
held that an order of maintenance 
is not valid without it adjudges the 
party seeking relief to be impotent^ 
leads to an opposite coKclusion. If 
reference be had also to the autho- 
rity of early writers, or to those who 
In modern times have bcstow.vd the 
most ^ttenlion on this subject, the 
same inference would follow. In a 
work which has been lately cited by 
an able anonymous author, entitled, 
A Description of England,” by W. 
garrison, and which, as published 
Mn the Chronicles of Holingshed, is 
brought down to the year 1586, it 
is stated, that ” the poor are divided 
into three sorts, so that some are 
pom* by impotency, as the fatherless 
child, the eged, blind, or lame, and 
the diseased person that is judged 
to be incurable ; the second are poor 
by casualty, as the wounded soldier, 
the decayed householder, and the 
sick person visited with grievous and 
painful diseases; the third consisteth 
of thriftless poor, as the rioter that 
hath consumed all, the vagabond 
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that will abide no where, but runneth Buttooomenearertoourowntimes, 
up and down from place to plaee, (as| and to the most laborious, copious, 
if it werd seckins work, and nnding* and valuable work on this subject, 
non^ ; and finally the rogue,” Ac. wc find the opinion of ^he judicious 
” The two first sorts, that is to say, and unprejudiced authdr of “The 
tl^ poor by iqppotency, GTnd the poor State of the Poor,” expressed in the 


-W 

^ed, and for whom the word doth 
{bind us to make spmCtdaily provi- 
sion ; there is order taken through- 
out .every parish in the realm that 
•weekly collection shall be made for 
their help and sustentation ; but if 
they refuse to be supported by this 
benefit of the law, and will rather 
endeavour, by going to and fro, (o 
maintain their idle trades, then they 
are parcel of the third sort, and so, in- 
stead of courteous refreshing at home, 
are often corrected with sharp execu- 
tion, and whip of justice abroad.” 

Now, this classification of the poor, 
in the very age of Elizabeth, leads 
to the conclusion, that the persons 
designed by the tefnis “ using no or- 
dinary or daily trade of life to get 
their living by,” i^erc, *a8 the Com- 
mittee of 1817 supposed, that third 
daas ’who are deemed “ thriftless 
ppor, 4"C.,” who, it should seem, were 
made to labour as long as they con- 
tinued within their own parish ; but 
if they left it, were subject to the 
severe penalties then inflicted on va- 
grancy, and would now come within 
the provisions of the present vagrant* 
laws. , • 

In the year 1G95, another author 
of eminence, referring to the sums 
raised for the relief of the poor, says, 
“ As this money is managed in itiost 
places* instead of relieving such as 
are truly poor and im^fotent (which 
the laws design,") it serves only to 
nourish and continue vice and sloth 
in^the nation. The real and true 
objects of charity would cost the na- 
tion but little to maintain ; and it is 
be. doubted they have the least* 
jdiare in the public reflefs.” 


• “ From the language of various 

statutes concerning the popr, which 
fiassed during the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, and which being hi pari 
materia, exj^lain each other, either 
in matter of law, or illustrate each 
Other in of fact, it may fairly 

be implied to prove, that the relief 
of the able-bodied poor, with or with- 
out families, was no part of the ori- 
ginal system of the poor laws. The 
3d of William and Mary, c. 11, s. 11, 
corroborates this idea, which is puk 
out of doubt by the preamble to 8. and 
9. William and Mary, c. SO, s. 2. “ To 
the end, that the money raised only 
for the relief of such as arc as well 
impotent as poor, may not be mis- 
applied or consumed by the idle, 
sturdy, and disorderly beggars.” 

These opinions would, in the ab- 
sence of any decision of Courts of 
Law to the contrary, be entitled to 
much weight; but this preamble re-*- 
ferred to by the last author, and 
which was cited in the former report, 
p. 20, for the same purpose, seems 
decisive on the question. Nor, in- 
deed, can it be well imagined, that 
the supreme legislative power of any 
country would have anticipated aper- 
manentfOrder of things, In which a 
large class of the people should be 
habitually and necessarily without 
employment. Your Committee con- 
ceive that the demand and supply of 
labour have, in the^aatural course of 
things, such a tendency to regulate 
and balance each other, unless coun- 
teracted l)y artificial institutions, that 
any excess of either, arising uom 
temporary causes, would, if me^ by 
temporary expedients alone, in no 
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long time correct itseir; whereas 
the practice now under considera* 
tion, originating perhaps in a bu* 
mane extension of the law to me&^ 
cases of occasional and pressing c* 
mergency, and inconsiderately con- 
tinued, is calculated to perpetuate 
evils, that would otherwise be transi- 
ent, andr.permanently to derange the 
whole industry of the country. 

That such has been its effect in 
those parts of this kingdom where 
the practice has most prevailed, is 
but too manifest. You^' Committee 
aay, where the practice has most 
prevailed, because they have learnt 
that' some Magistrates hare resisted 
this, which they have deemed, with 
your Committee, a misconstruction 
. of the law. We may feel and lament 
that a compulsory provision, for even 
the helplessness of age and infirmity, 
lias a tendency to weaken in a degree 
the natural efforts of men to provide 
against /k/ure ill ; but if, by any hu- 
man institution, the present wants of 
life are to be obtained otherwise than 
by human exertion, the very sources 
of all industry must be destroyed. 
If, therefore, the parish be bound 
to find employment for (.hose who 
are, from whatever cause, without 
it, it is obvious that in cases where 
the family is numerous, and the ho- 
nest pride and independence of self- 
support is extinguished, it becomes 
on calculation a matter of perfect in-* 
difference, whether the money requi- 
site for their maintenance be deriv- 
ed from the wages of labour, or the 
alms of the parish. The consequence 
is, that the motive that would natu- 
rally impel men ta active and faith- 
ful service is Wanting; for even if 
employment be forfeited by miscon- 
duct, the same means of support, in 
case supposed, will be given, and 
probably little labour will be exacted 
in return ; for the parish work is in ' 
^ll ca3ei performed without the su- 


perintending control of private inter- 
"est; fnd it must be remembered, 
^that the persons who idake this 
demand for work on the parish, are, 
generally speaking, (though at the 
present time it is certainly in msmy 
instances otherwise), the least actiV^, 
the least strenuous, and the least in- 
dustrious of the community. It is 
the want of those qualities which has, 
generally speaking, deprived them 
of employment, it has consfequent-^ 
ly appeared to your Committee, that 
un*der this practice, not only the 
pressure of the burden of the poor’s 
rate has become almost overwhelm- 
ing, but that the amount of regu- 
lar labour has been greatly diminish- 
ed, and its^quality materially impair- 
ed ; and that it should be so, under 
such direct temptations to idleness, 
can scarcely be matter of surprise, 
or even of inculpation. But a strik- 
ing proof of the prejudicial conse- 
quences of this l^iracticG is afforded 
by the circumstance, which for other 
purposes ha& been pressed on the at- 
tention of your Committee, that it is 
uniformly found that such inhaoitants 
of a parish as have not accuiired a 
aettlement in it, and can* obtain no 
such relief without being removed, 
are distinguished by their activity 
and industry, and generally possess 
not only the necessaries, but the com- 
forts of life; and your Committee 
have lately learnt with satisfaction, 
that the operation of the act of this 
session has already relieved some pa- 
rishes of the metropolis from the 
hetlivy burden of maintaining num- 
bers of persons with^out settlements 
in England \ who are stated now 
to support themselves, instead of ap- 
plying for parochial relief, under the 
rehension of being sent home.” 
f, therefore, from a due conside- 
ration of this part of the statute of 
Elizabeth, from the opinions of early 
and late wrilt^rs of authority on llic^ 
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eubject, from the nature of the case 
itself, and, above all, from the ex-j 
press terms of the statute of William' 
111., this supposed obligation of pa* 
rishes to fihd work for all who require 
itjXis at variance with tKe letter and 
^irit of the law, and has^be^n, and 
'•s productive of the most baneful ef- 
fects : it appears to^your Committee 
to be of the last importance that the 
practice of the country should be 
•made Consonant with the law in this 
respect by a new enactment, specify- 
^ ing distinctly to whom, “and to wBom 
alone, relief derived from a compul- 
sory assessment shall be afforded. 
At the same time they are well aware, 
that it is not at a moment like the 
present, when, from a concurrence 
of circumstances, the country is un* 
usually embarrassed the number 
of persons without employment, that 
it should be attempted to bring this 
better system at once into operation ; 
and it would be pl-obably expedient 
previously to remove .any impedi- 
ments whidfi arc t]>rowh in the wa^ 
of the free circulation of labour, ei- 
ther hy the existing laws respecting 
Uie settlement of the poor, or those 
which rdate to vagrancy ; the for- 
mer of which, it must be recollected, 
did not exist in their present form, 
when the compulsory system of pro- 
viding for the relief of the poor com- 
menced. Your Committee, indeed, 
recommended to th^ House to re- 
place the law of settlement upon its 
ancient footing, as the 6rst step to- 
wards removing that restraint, which 
' they deem a serious obstacle t(f any 
radical amendment of Vhe system; 
and they regret that fhe view which 
' they had formeS for the attainment 
of this object, and at the same time 
simplifying this law, and thereby di- 
minishing litigation, did not meet 
with the concurrence of the House ; 
.which they attribute rather to its ap'- 
^rehended operation* upon particu- 


lar local interests, than to any de- 
fect in the principle on which it was 
recommended. 

^ That the market foif labour is in 
many parts of the kingdom at pre- 
sent much overstocked, does not ad- 
mit of dispute ; nor does your Com- 
mittee believe, that in other, parts 
the demand is greater than the sup- 
•ply: it is not probable, therefore, 
that even the entire and immediate 
removal of bll such impediments, if 
it were practicable, would of itself, 

this sndraent, cure the existing 
evil. Other measures, assisted by 
the unrestrained operation of natural 
causes, will yet be wanting to bring 
the kingdom, in this respect, to its 
ordinary and healthful state. Y’our 
Committee, therefore, must recur to 
the opinion expressed in the former 
report, that ** ail obstacles to seeking 
employment wherever it can be found, 
even out of the realm, should be re- 
moved, and every facility that is rea- 
sonable afforded to those who may 
wish to resort to some of our own 
colonies for it seems not unnatu- 
ral, that this country should, at such . 
a time, recur to an expedient which 
has been adopted successfully in 
ther times and in other countries, es- 
pecially as it has facilities for this 
purpose which no other state has 
perhaps ever enjoyed to the same 
extent, by the possession of colonies 
affording an extent of unoccupied 
territory, in which the labour of man, 
assisted by a genial and*healthy cli- 
mate, would produce an early and 
abundant return. Your Committee 
thouj^ht it desirable to make some 
inquiries on this subject, the result 
of which will be fotmd in the minutes 
of evidence. 

If by {hese and other means, by a 
continuance of the blessings of p^ace, 
and a conseauent augmentation of 
capital, the demand and supp^ of 
labour shcfuld be nearlysbalanced, 
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and the wages of labour become a 
more adequate remuneration of in- 
dustry, your Committee are satisfied, 
that the objfict which they recom? 
mend might be gradually attained, 
without material embarrassment or 
difficulty; provision continuing to be 
made by law for the infirm ana help- 
less, and,, the partial and temporary 
distress which might occasionally be- 
fal even the able and industrious, be- 
ing left, as it confidently might, to 
the aid of voluntary and discrimina- 
ting benevolence, to wjixh alone it 
should be remembered, the wants 
even of age and infirmity in most o- 
ther countries are referred. The as- 
sessment, thus limited in its applica- 
tion, would no longer threaten to 
absorb all the sources of supply, nor 
continue to seduce the labouring part 
of the population, by the delusive 
promise of parish relief, from their 
natural habits of industry. The 
greater part, yovir Committee believe, 
of the sums of money which are now 
forced into the poor’s rate, and un- 
der a compulsory, and for the most 
part unprofitable distribution, would 
probably be restored to their natural 
ch^nel, giving thereby an increased 
activity to labour, under the inter- 
ested but beneficial superintendence 
of their owners ; from which would 
necessarily result a rise of wages, 
with the beneficial consequences that 
would naturally ensue to the labour- 
ing classes; active and faithful ser- 
vice would indeed be found indispen- 
sable for the supply of present wants; 
and recourse would doubtless be had 
to those facilitiescand inducements 
which are now afforded to realize the 
benefits of exertion and frugality. 
Your Committee need not dwell on 
the importance of giving undoubted 
security to the acquisitions of indus- 
try, *fiowever small. 

From the evidence in the Appendix 
to the firft Report (1817,) it will be 


seen how much security was wanting, 
^iand how beneficially it would in all 

! >robability operate. This advantage, 
or the attainment of which hopes 
only were entertained at *a very re- 
cent period, is now %ery generally 
afforded, and in the most inviting 
form, by the numerous and success > 
ful estaolishments of Banks for Sa- 
vings. They present the most un- 
doubted security for the sum depo- 
sited, the certain profit of interest or 
accumulation, and the constant and 
imUicdiate command over the princi- 
pal itself. If, however, ensuring a- 
gainst the contingencies of life should 
be more acceptable, your Committee 
trust, that the calculations on which 
Benefit Societies may be formed will 
in future be placed on a surer foot- 
ing ; some inforpiation respecting 
both those institutions has been ob- 
tained from a gentleman to whom the 
ublic is under great obligations, for 
is exertions in constructing and pro- 
moting the former of those establish- 
ments. . 

Under these circumstances, your 
Committee would therefore anxious^ 
ly direct the future attention i>f the 
House to such measures as may be 
calculated ultimately to relieve pa- 
rishes from the impracticable obliga- 
tion of finding employment for all 
who may at any time require it at 
$heir hands, and to confine the relief 
'derived from compulsory assessments 
to the lame, impotent, old, blind, 
and such other among them being 
poor, and not able to work and 
theyare satisfied that the best prepa- 
ration for mch an enaictment ivill be 
made by the careful execution of the 
act of the present session, by remov- 
ing any restraint on the free circu- 
lation of labour, and giving every 
facility and encouragement to seek 
employment in any part of the King’s 
dominions ; the provident habits of 
the people being at the same time 
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aided by the ladvantages resulting inittee believe, that the progress of 
from the admirable institutions toi the evil of the present system may 
which they have above referrdi, and! be arrested, and its prejudicial effect, 
from the improved education of their idn a moral, political, ai|d economical 
children in the principles of morali- view, be gradually and materially 
ty and religion, united with habits of corrected, 
industry. By luch means ^our Com* 


REPORT 


* OF THE COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED TO CONSIDER THE SUBJECTS OF 
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


May it please your Royal Highness, 

We, the Commissioners appointed we have inquired into the state of the 
by your Royal Highness for the pur- standards of length of the highest 

C ose of considering how far it may authority. Upon^a deliberate con- 
e practicable and advisable to csta- sideration of the whole of the system 
blish within his Majesty’s dominions at present existing, we are impressed 
ap rpote uniform system of weights with a sense of the great difficulty of 
measures, having obtained such efiecting any radical changes, to so 
information as wc have been able to considerable an extent, as might in» 
collect, beg leave to submit, with all some respects be desirable ; and we 
humility, the first results of our deli- therefore wish to proceed with great 
berations. caution, in the suggestions which we 

1. We have procured, for the bet- shall venture to propose, 
ter consideration of the subject re-^ 2. With respect to the actual mag- 
ferred to us, an abstract of all the* nitude of the standards of length, it 
statutes relating to weights and mea- does not appear to us that there can 
sures, which have been passed in the be any sufficient reason ibr altering 
United Kingdom from the earliest those which are at present generally 
times ; and we have obtained from employed. There is no practical ad- 
the copnty reports, lately published vantage, in having a quantity com- 
by the Board of Agriculture, and m^syrable to ajpiy original quantity, 
from various otht^r sources, a large existing, or which ^xiay be imagined 
mass of information, respecting the to exist, in nature, except as anord- 
present state of the customary mea- ing some little encouragement to its 
sures, employed in different parts of common 'adoption by neighbouring 
the United Kingdom. We have also nations. But it is scarcely possible, 
examioed the standard measures of* that the departure froiif a standard, 
capacity kept in the Exchequer, and once universally cstablisl^d id h 
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great country, should not produce 
much more labour and inconvenience 
in its internal relations than it could 
ever be expected to ;ave in the ope-^ 
rations of foreign commerce and cot' 
respondence, which always are, and 
always must be conducted by per- 
sons, to whom the difficulty of calcu- 
lation* is comparatively inconsider- 
able, and who are also remunerated 
for their trouble, either by the pro- 
fits of their commercial concerns, or 
by the credit of their scientific ac- 
quirements. 

3. The subdivisions of weights and 
measures, at present employed in this 
country, appear to be far more con- 
venient for practical purposes than 
the decimal scale, which might per- 
^Jiaps be preferred by some persons, 
for making calculations with quan- 
tities already determined. But the 
power of expressing a third, a fourth, 
and a sixth of a foot in inches, with- 
out a fraction, is a peculiar advan- 
tage in the duodecimal scale, and for 
the operations of weighing and of 
measuring capacities, the continual 
division by two renders it practica- 
ble to make up any given quantity, 
^with the smallest possible number of 
standard weights or measures, and is 
far preferable in this respect to any 
decimal scale. We would therefore 
recommend, that all the multiples 
and subdivisions of the standard to 
be adopted should retain the same 
relative proportions to each other as 
are at present in general use. 

4>. The most authentic standards 
of length which arc now in existence, 
being found upon^a minute examina- 
tion to vary in a very slight degree 
from each otber^ although either of 
them might be preferred without any 
difference that would become sensi- 
ble in common cases, we beg leave 
to recommend, for the legal deter- 
mination of v;he standard yard, that 
which w^s employed by General Roy, 


in the measurement of a base on 
l^ounslow-beath, as a foundation for 
4-he trigonometrical operatcons that 
have been carried on by the Ord- 
nance throughout the country, and a 
duplicate of which will probably be 
laid down on a standard scale, by t?ie 
Committee of the Royal Society, ap- 
pointed for assisting the Astronomer 
Rcyal,' in the determination of the 
length of the pendulum ; the tempe- 
rature being supposed to be,,6^ac- 
grees of Fahrenheit, when the scale 
is ejnploycd.^ 

5. We propose also, upon the au- 
thority of the experiments made by 
the Committee of the Royal Society, 
that it should be declared, for the 
purpose of identifying or recoverinjir 
the length of this standard, in case 
that it should ever be lost or impaired, 
that the lengtii of a pendulum vibra- 
ting seconds of mean solar time in 
London on the level of the sea, and 
in a vacuum, is 3S 1372 inches of this 
scale ; and that the length of the 
metre employed in France, as the ten 
millionth part of the quadrantal arc 
of the meridian, has been found-equal 
to 39.3694? inches. 

6. The definitions of measures of 
capacity are obviously capable of 
being immediately deduced from 
their relations to measures of length ; 
but since the readiest practical me- 
thod of ascertaining the magnitude 

Sof any measure of capacity is to 
weigh the quantity of water which 
it is capable of containing, it would, 
in our opinion, be advisable in this 
inst^ince to invert the more natural 
orejj^r of q.oceeding, and to define 
^the measures^of capacity, raihfcrfrom 
the weight of the water they are 
capable of containing, than from 
their solid content in space. It will 
therefore he convenient to begin 
with the definition of the standard 
.of weight, by declaring, that 19 
cubic inches V of distilled water, 
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the temperature of 50 degrees, must amounting to an entire number of 
weigh exactly 10 ounces of troy, or i pounds and ounces without fractions, 
4,800 grains ; and that 7,000* such I we venture strongly to recommend^ 
grains make a pound avoirdupois; 4 hat the standard ale corn gallon 
supposing, .however, the cubic inches wiould contain exactly 10 pounds 
to relate to the measure crl’a portion avoirdupois of distilled water, at 62® 
of brass, adjusted by a standard scale of Fahrenheit, being nearly equal ta 
of brass* This definition il deduced ^77.2 cubic inches, and agreeing 


from some very accurate experi- 
ments of the late Sii^ George Shuck- 
burgh, on the weights and measures 
of Great Britain ; but we propose at 
S future period to repeat such of 
qllicm as appear to be t^e most im- 
portant. 

7* The definitions thus established 
are not calculated to introduce any 
variation from the existing standarefs 
of length and of weight, which may 
be considered as already sufficiently 
well ascertained. But,^with respect 
to the measures of capacity, it ap- 
pears, from the report contained 
in the Appendix, that the legal 
standards of the Mghest authority 
are considerably at variance with 
each other ^ the standard gallon, 
quart, and pint of Cfueen Elizabeth, 
which 'are kept in the Exchequer, 
having been also apparently employ- 
ed* alm"bst, indiscriminately, for ad- 
justing the measures both of corn 
and beer ; between which, however, 
a difference has gradually, and, as 
it may be supposed, unintentionally 
crept into the practice of the Ex- 
cise ; the ale gallon being under- 
stood to contain about *4^ per cent, 
more than the corn gallon, though 
we do not find any particular act of 
Parliament in which this excess* is 
expressly recognized. Wp thinks it 
right to propose* that these measuree 
should again be reduced to their ori- 
ginal equality ; and at the same time, 
on account of the great convenience 
whifh would be derived from the 
fiicility of determining a gallon and 
its parts, by the operation of weigh- 
ing a * certain quantity of water. 


with the standard pint in jhe Ex- 
chequer, which is found to contain 
exactly 20 ounces of water. 

8. We presume that very little in- 
convenience would be felt by the 
public, fronft the introduction of this 
gallon, in*the*place of the customary 
ale gallon of ^82 cubic inches, and 
of the Winchester corn gallon, di- 
rected by a statute of King William 
to contain 269, and by some later 
Statutes estimated at 272^ cubic* 
inches ; especially when it is con- 
sidered that the standards, by which 
the quart and pint beer measures, 
used in London, arc habitually ad- 
justed, do not at present differ in a 
sensible degree from the standard 
proposed to be rendered general. 
We apprehend also, that the slight 
excess of the new bushel, above the 
common corn measure, would be of 
less importance, as the customary 
measures employed in different parte 
of Great Britain are almost univer- 
sally larger than the legal Winches- 
ter bushel. 

9. Upon the question of the pro- 
*-priety of abolishing altogether the 

use of the wine gallon, and establish- 
ing the new gallon of 10 pounds, 
as the only standard for all purposes, 
wc have not yet been able to obtain 
sufficie/it grounds for coming to a 
conclusive deterj^ination : we can 
only suggest, that ri^ere would be 
a manifest advantage in the identifi- 
cation of ail measures of the same 
name, provided that the change 
could be made without practical m- 
. convenience ; but how ^ar the in- 
convenience might be more %lt thiin 
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the advantage, we must leave to the 
wisdom of his Majesty’s Government 
to decide. 

10. In the mean time it may 
advisable td tSke into consideratiou 
the present state of the numerous 
and complicated laws which have 
been} enacted at various times for 
the regulation of the weights and 
measures employed in commerce ; 
and the abstract of these laws, 
which we have prepared, will be 
found in the Appendix of this 
report. We must, however, resenro 
for a future occasion, the informa- 


tion which we have procured re- 
f specting the customary weights and 
imeasdVes of the different^ counties, 
as we have not yet been able to re- 
duce our abstract into the most con- 
venient form, for affording a con- 
nected* view of this branch of the 
subject referred to us. 

(Signed) Jos. Banks, 

• Gjcorge Clerk, 

Davies Gilbert, 
Wm. H. Woltaston,- 
Tho. Young, 

“ Henry Kater. * 
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Tragic Draims ; by Francis Burney. Svo. 
9s. 6d. 

The Irish Woman, a Comedy ; by La^^ 
Chirke. 8vo. ds. Cd. 
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Lyrical Dramas, with Domestic Hours; 

C. Neale, 9s. I 

Zophiei) a rejected Tragedy, in fito Acts % 
by C. Sharpe. 8vo. 3b. fid. < 

Lyrical Dramas : with Domestic Honrs ; 
a ini>>cellaiiy of Ddes and SoQgs ; by Corne- 
lius Neale, Jate^^ellow of St Jolin*s College, 
Cambrid^'e. 12mo. 8s. , ' 

Melo-Drame IVJad, or the Siege of Troy ; 
by Thomas Dibdiii, Esq. Is. 

• The House of ^treu'5, and the TIous^ of 
Laiu-s ; Tragedies founded on the Greek 
Drama; by .John Smitli. 8vo. 10s. Gd. 

• The tarib Cliicf; by Mr Twiss. iJs. Gd. 

Lectures on the English Comic Writers, 

' delivered at the Surrey Instatution ; by^Vil- 
liam lla/litt. 8vo. 10s. Gd. 

Hamlet, and As You Like It. A speci- 
men of a iievv edition of Shakespeare. 8vo. 
l.'Is. 

The Steward, or l*\ishion and Eeeling ; 
a Comedy, founded on HoLi oil’s Deserted 
Daughter. 8vo, lis. Cd. 

The SUige ; a poem, addressed to ]Vlr bar- 
ren ; containing strictures on various actois. 
IJy J. Drown, Ksip 2s. 6d. 

t:iJ(] CATION. 

A View of the Inrelleetunl Powers of 
Man; with Observations oiy their (Cultiva- 
tion, lulapted* to tJi'' ^)resent State of liii^ 
Conntry, by T. Martin. Gs. 

. A ISew and Easy introduilioii to Ger- 
man 1 leading. J5v V/. J Jeinemanij. ]‘Jmo. 

Gd.® 

A Sketch of i\lndern History, from the 
destruction of the VVcslerii Empire, dTG, to 
the year IS IK. Ey A, Picipiot. I'imo. 
(>s. Gd. 

French Pronunciation excmpiirted, and 
all the most elegant Figures of the Freiich 
J^anguage eollecled and explained, both in* 
English and bVench. IJy 3f. C. M. de JJellc- 
cour. rJmo. .Cs. 

The itulian Pronunciation exemplified 
in Eiigli.'h. liy C. lirune. Iloyal J2ino. 
-Gs. • 

Khetorical Exercises , beiif^j a .Sequ#?! to 
the Prinfijiles of EloeiUiuvi ; and intended 
for Pupils vrbo havQirrade considerable pro- 
gress in Heading and lleeitHlion. l?y Thos. 
Ewing. 1‘Jmo. 4s. Gd. bound. 

y.udiments and Practical Exercises for 
learning the French Jjanguage by an easy 
method; with a Table of ^ the words go- 
verning dc and « before tIffTr indirect repi-^ 
Ey A. Scott, A. bellow of the 
rniiersiiy of Pari-', 'i'he twelfih cdiliffti, 


carefully corrected and greatly improved. 
12mo. Hound, .Gs. 

Elements of Hebrew (grammar; to which 
» is prefixed, a Dissertation on the two modes 
^f Reading, with or witj|ft)ut Points. Ey 
Charles Wilson, D. ITT late Professor of 
Church HEtory in the University of St An., 
drew’s. lOs. Gd. 

'Ebe Collectanea Gr.x-ca IMajora; Vol.III. 
ill I wo Parts, by Professor Dunbar. 15s. 

A New IVIetbodical Grammar of the 
^French Language. Ey ]M. Cli. de Eellecoiir. 

1 1 ’ino. Gs. , 

Exerei .es upon the iMelbodical Grammar 
of the French Language : by Ch. Max. de 
Dellecour^ Is. 

A Grammar of the English Language, 
containing a complete huinniary of its rules, 
with an elucidation of ihc general principles 
of elegant and correct diction. Ey John 
Grant, A.M. G^. 

Exercises for (ireek Verse ; consisting of 
extremely literal translations, from the Al¥- 
tholngia, Apollonius Rhudius Theocritus, 
the fragments of the comic poets, Aristo. 
pbanes, and Euripides ; with short notes. 
By the Rev. Edmund Srpiire. 8vo. 7s, 

An Introduction to the Study of German 
Grammar, with Practical Exercises. By 
Peter Edmund Laurent. 5s. 

Enchiridion J^yricum, or a Guide to Ly- 
ric Verse, Composed for the use of schools. 
By the Rev. J, Hill. ."s. 

A Grammar of the English Language. * 
By W. Cohbelt. IJmo. 2s. Gd. 

Maternal Conversations; on beauty, pasT 
sion, couiage, justice, clemency, moderation, 
perseverance, riches, love of country, &c. ; 
by Madame Dnfrenoy. 4s. 

A Polygloil Gr-imrunr, in which the Ge- 
nius of the princi[)al ancient and modern 
JjHnguagcs is cxjiluined upon n iiew' princi- 
ple. By the Ilev. F. Nolan. The niudern 
Greek will be supplied by M. I’nibo, 

I.ctler^ on IVenth History; by J. Big,, 
land, 12mo. Gs. 

The Delphiii and V^iriorum Classics. Nos, 
V. and VI. 

Letters from a Futiicr to bis Son ; by the 
Rev. G. White. G(l. 

An Iialian GrammaiP; by M. Guazxaroni. 
8vo, iOs. Gd. 

The Uiiditnenta of Algebra; by Peter 
Nicbulsori. 7s. Gd. ^ 

rARRiirRV. • 

A Treatise pn Two of the most impifttant 
Diseases which attack the Horse? By WiU 
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Ham Wilkinson, Veterinary Surgeon, Now- 
castle-upon-Tyne. 4to. 128. 

oaLVAvisM.- 

An Accnunl the History and Present. 
State of Galvanism. By John Bostock, 
M. D. F.R. S. 8vo. 7s* 

GEOGRAPHY. 

Statistical Annals; embracing views of 
the population, commerce, navigation, 6sh- 
cries, public lands, post-office establishment, 
revenues, mint, military and naval establish- 
ments, expenditures, public debt, and sinking 
fund, of the United States of America ; by 
Adam Seybert, M.D. 4to. 1 Z : 15 : 

The Edinburgh Gazetteer, or Geographi- 
cal Dictionary; accompanied by an Atlas, 
constructed by A. Arrowsmith. Veil. III. 
Part II. and Vol. IV. Part I. 9s. sewed. 

A Memoir and Notice of a Chart of Ma- 
dagascar in the Archipelago, or Islands north- 
edat of that Island ; by Lislet Geofroy. 4to* 
18s. 

A Geographical and Statistical Descrip, 
tion of Scotland, containing a General Sur- 
vey of that kingdom, its climate, mountains, 
lakes, rivers, products, population, manufac- 
tures, commerce, religion, literature, govern- 
ment, revenue, history. A description of e- 
very country, its extent, soil, products, mi- 
nerals, antiquities, seats; with an appro- 
priate table to each county ; and a statistical 
account of every parish, accompanied by an 
accurate and elegant map of Scotland; to 
which are added, several tables to illustrate 
the work. By James Playfair, D. D. F. II. S. 
and F. A'S* Edinburgh; Principal of the 
United College of St Andrew’s, and Histo- 
riographer to his Uoyal Highness the Prince 
Kegent. 2 vola. 8vo. L. 1, ds. in boards. 

GEOLOGY. 

A Geological Map of the Great IVIining 
District of Cornwall, between Cawborne 
and Chase water ; by Ilicliard Thomas. 
1..1, 12s. 

A Critical Examination of the First Prin- 
ciples of Geology, in a scries of P^ssaya ; by 
G. B. Grecnough, F.’il.S.F.L.S. 6vo. 9s. 

A New Geological Allas of England and 
Wales ; by William Smith. F:.rt I. 
1„1, 1$. The maps to be had separately, 
58. 6^. each. 

‘ UI<iTORY. 

A ''History of England, from the fir&t in- 
Yssion by nie Komans to (he accession of 


Henry VIII.; by the Rev. J. Lingard. 
^ vols. 4to. L.5, 5s. 

* Naval: Chronology of Great Britain ; or 
•an Historical Account of Naval and Mari- 
time Events; by J. Ralfe. Part VII. 8vo. 
10s. 5d. 

The Fifth Volume of «he History of 
Greece, comprehending the entire reign of 
> Alexander the Great; by William Mitford 
Esq. 4 to. L.2, 2s. 

The History of AAcient Europe, from the 
earliest times to the subversion of the Wes- 
tern Empire ; with a survey of the most im- 
portant Revolutions in Asia and Africa. 
3 vols. 8 VO. L.2, 2b. 

The History of Modern Europe ; a new 
edition, with a Continuation, terminating 
at^the Pacification of Paris in 1815; by 
Charles Coote, LL.D. 8vo. L.5, 15s. Cd. 

A short History of France; including 
the principal events from the foundation of 
the Empire, by Pharamond, to the restora- 
tion of Louis XVII 1. By Mrs Moore* 
12mo. 7s. 

Historise Scoticre Nomenclatura Latino- 
Vernacula ; or Latino- Vernacular Nomen- 
clature of Scottish History ; enriched with 
many select phrases from the ancient monu- 
ments of Scotland, and the aboriginal lan- 
guage of the G^cl. By Cliristopher Irvine* 
Foolscap 8 VO. 4s. 

Conversations on General History, from 
the earliest ages of which we have any au- 
thentic records, to the beginning of the year 
1819; by A. Jamieson. 12mo. Gs. ' 

Annals of Scotland, from the accession of 
Malcolm HI. in the year 1057 to the ac- 
cession of the House of Stuart in the year 
1571. To which are added. Tracts relative 
to the History and Antiquities of Scotland. 
By Sir David Dalrymple of Hailes, Bart, 
.Third edition. 5 vols. 8vo. L. 1 : 1 1 : G. 
boards. 

An Account of the Kingdom of Nepal, 
and of the Territories annexed to this domi. 
nion by the House of Gorklia. By PVancia 
Huirwlton, (formerly Buchanan.) IVI.D* 
F.BtS. L. E. Illustrated with engrav- 
ipgs, 4(0. L.r, 2s, 

The History of the C'4y of Dublin, from 
the earliest accounts to the present time; 
containing its annuls, antiquities, ecclesias- 
tical history, and charters; its present ,$* 1 - 
tent, public buildings, schools, institutions, 
&c. By the Ityie John Warburton, Esq., the 
■late Rev. James Whitclaw, and the Rev. 
Robert Walsb, iM.R.I.A. 2 vols. 

L.5, 5s. on large paper, L.8, 85. . 
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Fulitical Bud Literarj Anecdotes of his the species interesting on account of their 
own Times. By Dr William King. 8vf. properties, or curious owing to their rarity, 
-S88. 6d. • SB peculiarities in structure, or unexpected af- 

A Genealogical History of the EngliA finities. By .T., Stewart, Member of the 
Sovereigns, from William 1. to George HI. Wernerian Naturtil Histyy JSociety, &c. &c. 
By W. Toplis. 4to. J6s. * Recension Second ofi^eries I. No. 1. of 

New Researches on Ancient History, sa- Hortus Cryptogamicua Edinensis. The 

cred and profane ; by Count Voincy. 2 iirht number contains several species marked 

vols. 8vo. with a portrait of thif author, maps,, in the best British works as “ Rare,** 98. 
&c. 2Ss, Memoirs of the Caledonian Horticultural 

Bassompierre's Embassy to England in Society, No. IX. being the number of 
1626. 8vo. 9s. (>d. • Vol. HI. Ss. 

Xhe History of the Jews, from the de- On Succulent Plants ; by H. Haworth, 
^structicn of Jerusalem to the present period, 10s. * 

interspersed with Anecdotes and useful in.. The Transactions of the Horticultural So* 
» formation relative to the countries intoivhich cioty of Logdon. Parts II. & III. of Vol. 
this singular people have been dispersed; ^H. witif engravings, 4to. L. 1 , 168. each, 
by Hannah Adams, Boston, America. 8vo« 

i2s. • tAW. 


Essays on the Institutions, Government, 
and Manners of the States of Ancient Greece, 
^by Henry David Hill, D.D. 12iiio. Vs. 

The History and Antiquities of the Ca- 
thedral Churches of Great Britain* Part 
29. * 

Memoirs of the Court of Louis XIV. : 
comprising Biography and Anecdotes of the 
most celebrated Characters of that period, 
styled the Augustan Era of France, 5 vols. 
8 VO. L.1, 1 6s. 

llistoricalapnd Unrevealcfi Memoirs of the 
Political and Private )jfe of Napoleon Bo- 
napaste, from 1781 to 1798. J2uio. pp. 
*172. 

• Tire History of France, Civil and Mili- 
tary, Ecclesiastical, Literary, Comtr.ercial, 
&c. &c. containing the History from the 
earliest Accounts to the Death of Henry 
III. A.D. l/)89. By the Rev. Alexander 
Uankeii, D.D. Vols. IV. V. VI. 8vo. 
L.l. 4s. 


A Systematic Arrangement of Lord 
Coke's First Institute of the Laws of £og« 
land, on the Plan of Sir Matthew Hala*a 
Analysis, with the Annotations of Mr Har* 
grave, Lord Chief Justice Hale, and Lord 
Chancellor Nottingham; and a new aeriaa 
of Notes and References to the preaent lima ; 
including Tables of parallel Reference, Ana- 
lytical Tables of Contents, ond a copious 
Digested Index. By J. II. Thomas, Esq. 
J vols. 8vo. L.4, 4s. 

A Vindication of the Criminal Law, io n 
Charge delivered to the Grand Jury at Ely 
Assizes ; By K. Christian, Esq. 2s. 6d. 

Observations, with the Supplement, in^ 
tended to prove that the Judgment of the 
late Master of the Rolls, in the great caule 
of the Marquis Cholmondclcy and the Hon. 
Mrs Darner, versus Lord Clinton, is un- 
founded in law, and inconsistent with equi- 
ty ; by A. G. C. Tucker. 5a. 6d. 

The Doctrine and Practice of Attachment 


An Historical, Topographical, Statistics/^ in the Mayor's Court, London ; by Mr 
and Phiiosophicai, Vievr qf the United States Henry Ashby. 7s. 6d. 

of America, from the earliest period to the A Compendium, or General Abridgment 
piesenttime. By the Rev, William Winter- of the liaculiy Collection of Decisions of the 
bothairi. No. I. 3i, Lords of Council and Session, from 4th Fe- 


Ilistory of Brazil. Vol. HI. By Robert 
Southey. • 

• • . * * 

JIORTICULTURK. * 

A Treatise oo the Culture of the Apple 
and Pear, and on the Manufacture of Cyder 
and Perry. By T. A. Knight, F.U.S. &c. 
1 Ano. 4s. 

Spicilegium Flora: Pliamogamica! Scotiie, 
being a selection of Seq^/sh Plants witji 
^J^>nspScuoiis Flowcrp. chiefly from among 
tDe tribes most diihcult oi investigation, )rd 


bruary 17.72 to the session of 1817, compre- 
hending the long pel iod of sixty.five years ; 
with*a list of the subjects or general titles, ab* 
stract of the judgrffents of tlte House of Lords, 
alphabetical index theKof, and a comprehen- 
sive general index to the work. By Mx 
Ilalkerston. 

Historical Dissertations on the Law and 
Practice of Great Britain, and particiifarly^f 
Scotland, with regard to the Poor. Second 
edition. By the Rev. Robert Biirns,aone of 
the Ministers* of Paisley. 8vo.a ?2s. 
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Commentaries on the Law of Scotland re- 
specting Crimes. By David Hume, Esq. 
Advocate. In two volumes 4 to. The second 
edition revised and enlarged, L.4, 4s. 

Decisions of tie First and Second Divi- 
sions of the Courts*’ Session, from Novem- 
ber 1817 to November 1818, collected by J. 
Wilson, G. Tait, H. Rullo. and M. A. Flet- 
cher, Esqrs. Advocates. By appointment of 
the Faculty of Advocates. ISs. 

Acts of tfcc Parliament of Scotland, Vol. 
VI. A. D. 16'45-H;5I, folio, half bound/ 
L. 1 : 11 : 8, prepared and published under 
the direction of his Majesty’s Commissioners 
on the Public Records of the kingdom. 

A Short Digest of the Law .ind Practice 
in Bankruptcy ; including a statei/ient of the 
Commissioner-^’ authority to summon and ex- 
amine witnesses and others in commissions of 
bankruptcy; with a reference to all the ma- 
terial Cases. By George Roots, Esq. 12s. 

Reports of C\»ses in Bankruptcy, argued 
ard determined in the High (’ourt of Chan- 
cery, during the year ISIS ; together with a 
.digested index of all the contennp<irjineous re- 
ports, on feuhjecls rclatitJg to the bankrupt 
laws. By J. \V. Buck, E-sq. Vol. 1. Part II, 
9s. 

Original Precedents in Conveyancing; with 
notes critical and explanatory, siiul concise di- 
rections for drawing and settling Conveyan- 
ces; the whole being the result of actual 
practice; by .T. Tl. Prince. 12s. 

Commentaries on the Laws of England, 
principally iii the order, and comprising the 
whole substance of the Commentaries of Sir 
William Blaekstene. 8vo. Li, Is. 

A Digest of the Criminal Statute Laws of 
England; by II. N. Tomlms. 2 vols. 8vo. 
L.2, 10s. 

The Practical Abridgment of the Laws of 
Customs and Excise ; by (Charles Pope. 

Law of Dower ; by 1 'ark. 8vo. 18s. 

An Elementary Treatise on Estates in Fee, 
in Tail, for Life, &c. and Wdl bj' Suffer- 
ance, tviili preliminary observations on the 
quality of estates ; by R. Preston, Esq. Part 
I. royal 8vo, 1 2s. 

Vol. I IT. Part T.— ‘Reports of Casc.s ar- 
gued and determ'ined ^n the Courts of 'Com- 
mon Pleas and Exchequer Chamber during 
Hilary Term, 59. Geo. ill. ; by J. B. 
Moore, Esq. 8s. 6d. 

A Coinplcle Collection of State' Trials, and 
J^rocL^dings for High Treason, and otheir 
crimes, from to the present time; by 


J. B. Howell, and F. J. Howell, Vol. 
OCX VI, Royal 8vo. L.l : 11 : 6. 
f An Essay upon Marine Evidence in the 
4 Courts of Law and Equity : with a glossary 
of sea-terms; by F. M. Van Ileythuysen. 
Bvo. 10s. 6d. 

The Justice Law for the last Five Years; 
by W. Dickepson. 8vo. L. 1, 5s. 

Observations on Penal Jurisprudence, and 
the Refurmaiion of Criminals; by W. Ros- 
coe.p 8vo. 9s. ^ ^ 

The 'fjial of John Kinnear. I.ewis Levy, 
and Moseley Woolf, indicted with John 
Moyer and others for u conspiracy ; by iMr 
Fraser. 8vo. I Os t’d. 

A^-Practical Tlrcatise on tlie Criminal Law, 
adapted to tin* n .e of the P»ore‘.»'ioij, Magi- 
strates, and piivate Gen'l-.'men. -1 vols. royal 
8vo; by Joseph Chitty. 

A Treatise on Tieiscs and 'fVrms for 
Years; by (’liarles 11, Chambers. J^vo. Us. 

Reports uf Cases, pnncipally on Practice 
and Pleading, and rolariiig to llit Ofllce of 
Magistrates, depTmjued in the Court of 
King’s Bench, in Easter Terra 1819. By 
Joseph Chitty. Vol. T. Part II. 8vo. 7s. Cd. 

Reports of Cases in the Court of King's 
Bench in Hilary 'Jertp, 59 (m*o. 111. 1819. 
By Richard V. Barncwall and G. H. Al- 
derson. Vol, IJ. Pari 11. 8vo. 5s. 

Reports of Cases ijrguetl aad determined 
in the Court of Exeberpier, in Trinitv 'I’erm, 
57 Geo. HI. ; by G. Price, ILq. Vok IV. 
Part 11. 7s. Cd. 

Reports of Cases argued and dett»n!intd 
in the Court of Clianrery; by .h^hn WhUon, 
Esq. Vol. I. Part 11. 8vo, 7!i. 

Reports of Crts(*s argued and determined 
in the Court of Exchequer. By J. AVight- 
wirk. Vol. I. Part IV. 8vo. 2*?. 

A Colleclioti of several points of Ses->^ions’ 
.bLaw, alphabetically arranged ; contained in 
Burns and W’^illia.ms on the office of a Jus- 
tice, Blackstone’s Commentaries, East and 
Hawkins on Crown Law, Acl(jington'.s Penal 
Statutes, and Const and Nolan on tlie Poor 
Laws By the Rev. S Claphain, A. M. 
2 vojs, Bvo. 

Tlte Penal Code of France, translated into 
English ; with a Preliminary Dissertation 
and Notes. 8vo. 5s, 

LlTlIOGnAFIir. ^ 

A Complete History of Lithograpliy, from 
itb origin down^to the present time; by the 
Inventor, Alois Senefelder. 4to. L.l, 6s. 
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MATHEMATICS. 

^ A Treatise on Spherics ; comprising life 
'Klementsfof Spherical Geometry^ and qf 
Plane and Spherical Trigonometry, together 
vrith a Series of Trigonometrical Tables. By 
D. Cress well, M. A. 7s. , 

The First Principles of Algebra, designed 
for the Use of Students, l^y^'. W. C. fid- 
wards, M. A. 8 VO. 6^, • 

A Key to the latest Edition of Dr Hutton's 

• Course of IMatli^uiatics. hy Daniel Dow- 
ling, of the jMansioti-house, Ilighgate. 3 
vols^ Svo. L. I, 4s. 

• A l^Latiso on Arithmetic, in theory and 
practice. l?y James Thomson, A. M. Pro- 

^ lessor of Mathematics in tl» Eelfast Iffstitu- 
tion. ]7mo. Gd. 

The JOleraents of Euclid. By A!exai|(der 
Tngrutn, Mathematician, Lcitli. 8vo. hoards. 
Ss. 

MEllTCIhE. 

■ Illustralion** of the Power of Compression 
and Percussion in the cure of Rheumatism, 
Gout, and Debility of thoiExlrcmitics, and 
in promoting Health and Longevity. By 
'VViliium Balfour, M. D. Second edition. 
Svo. 1 C)s. Gd. 

Essay on Catarrhgl Inflammation of the 
Tnte.iioes from Coldj by J. A. Gailskell, 
M. D. Svo, 2s. Gd. ^ 

Remarks fin the TcieatmcMit of Woundsand 
Ulcers, wiih Cases alK\ed, illustrating iho 
•highlmjiortaiHe of IVIechcal KSurgery. design, 
ed as an Aj^peridagc to “ A f»‘vv Cursory and 
l*r.ictiTul Observations,” c'lc. by Tiiomas 
Bed foi l i. *2s. 

Tlie Dublin Hospital Reports and Com- 
munications in Medicine and iSurgery. Vol. 
JJ. Svo. 185. 

Observations on the Management of Chil- 
dren from their earliest infancy, and the JVe- 
vention and Treatment of some of lluir inuAt 
dangerous Di'-orders ; wBli a fe»v Hiiiih to 
Grown People 3 and some Ol)serva(io,is on 
the use of Emetics. By D. Moore, M.D. 

Elements of Medical Logic ; illustrated by 
Practical Proofs and Examples. By M(r Gil- 
bert J3Ju)ie, M.D. \ • 

Practical Illustrations wf the Progress^of 
Medical Improvement for the last thirty 
years ; or, Histories of Cases of acute Dis- 
eases. By Charles Maclean, M. I). &c. 

^Practical Observations on the Treatment, 
Pathology, and Prevention of Typhous Fe- 
ver. By Edward Percivaly 

An, Essay on Warm, <Iold, and Vaponr 

^-Halhing ; with Practical Observations on Sea 
Bathii^, Diseases of the Skin, Bilious Uver 


Complaints, and Dropsy. By Sir Arthur 
Clarke, M. D. I2mo. 4s. Gd. 

A Treatise on Midwifery, developing new 
principles which tend materially to lessen the 
P buflerings of the Palient^nd shorten the du- 
ration of Labour. By John Power. Svo. 
5s. Gd. 

The Edinburgh Medical ond Surgical 
Journal, exhihitiug a Concise View of the 
latest and most impoifaiu Discoveries in Me-» 
dicinc. Surgery, and Pharmacy. KO. LX I. 
being the Fourth Number of a New Scries. 
NO. LX II. ,4s. each. 

A Tiealisc on Aneurism, with numerous 
Additions and a Memoii on the Ligature of 
•the prit^i;tiU Arteries of the Extremities; 
by Antonio Sea: pa. Translated from tho 
Italian, with Additional Cases, and an Ap- 
pendix. By J. H. Wi^hart, Fellow of the 
Royal College of Surgeons. Svo. ]5s. 

Observations on tlie Use and Abuse of 
Mercurial Medicines in various diseases. By 
James Hamilton junior, M. J). Svo. Ts. TJd. 

Cases, wiJi Observations on the Wry 
Neck ; on the Rcrluction of Luxations of the 
Shoulder Joint, ^cc. By John Kirby, A. B. 
Svo. Os, 

Observations on the Nature and Treat- 
ment of the Epidemic Fever. By Henry 
Cliiiterbiick, JM. 1). Svo. Ss. 

An JCssiiy on the DiseaH‘s of the Excreting 
Parts of llie Lachrymal Organs. By W. 
Mackenzie. Svo. Gd. 

All J'hujuiry, iiliistrutirig the Nature dT 
Tuherculatcd Aci reti(;ijs of Serous Mem- 
branes, and the Origin of Tubercles and 
Tumours 111 diUoicnt 'J’exturcs of the Body. 
By John B iron, ]\I. D. .'Svo. J4‘\ 

Synopsis Zou-imsologia ; or, Conspicuous 
^ iews of IRi'dical Science, exhibited in 
Tables and Apliurisins on Anatomy, Physio- 
logy, Nosology, and Thcr.ipcutic', in four 
parts ; Kiib an entirely nciv Classical No- 
menclature. By 'I’homas Parkinson, M.D. 
12mo. • 5s. Gd, 

Additional Expeiirnents on the Arteries 
of Wnrm>bio()ded Animals. By C. II, Par- 
ry, M.D. 8vo. Jiifi. 

J^uurentii. Jo.^Rubi. ^pistolarutn Edin- 
burgensium LibriJ. • Written during three 
years’ attendance on ifie medical institutions 
of that city, and calculated to iUustratc 
(among other matters) the system of Medi- 
cal Education pursued there, the h^its of 
the students, and the general process of Offr. 
duation in that Universit)^ ]2mo. 5s. 

A iSyfitcm^if Pathological and 0]^rative 
Surgery, founded on Anatom^ ; illustrated 
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by drawinfrg of diseaRcd ttructure, and 
plans of operation, and accompanied by notes, 
containing critical remarks on the doctrines 
and practices of the French surgeons, and ex- 
hibiting a cotnparl;*ive view of the present 
state of French and English surgery. By 
Robert Allan, Fellow of the Iloyal Collegea 
of Surgeons of London and Edinburgh, and 
Lecturer on Surgery. Vol. I. 12s. 6d. 
boards. 

Physiological and Medical Researches on 
the Causes, Symptoms, and Treatment of 
Gravel. By F. Magendie, 12mo. 

Ss. 6d. 

Surgical Essays. Part II. By Astley 
Cooper and B. Travers. 8vo. . iOf. 6d. 

The Dublin Hospital Reports, and Com- 
munications in Medicine and Surgery. Vol. 
11. 8vo. 13s. 

A Letter to the Right Hon« Viscount 
Palmerston, on the subject of an Ophthal- 
mic Institution for the Cure of Chelsea Fen- 
sioiftera. By John Vetch. 2s. 6d. 

Tho Atmosphere and Climate of Great 
Britain, as connected with Derangements of 
the Liver, A*c. By Dr James Johnson. 98. 

Observations on the Yellow Fever of the 
West Indies. By R. Dickinson. 8s. 

An Essay on the Diagnosis between Ery- 
sipelas, Phlegmon, and Erythema. By G. 
H. Weatherhead. Bvo. ds. 

Opinions on the Causes and Effects of 
Diseases in the Teeth and Gums. By C. 
Bew. L. 1, Is. 

Pathological and Surgical OhRervations 
on Diseases of ihe Joints. By C. B. Brodie. 
8vo. with plates. Ids. 

Observations on the Symptoms and Treat- 
ment of the Diseased Spine, previous to the 
period of Inciirvotion : wiili some remarks 
on the consequent palsy. By Thomas Cop- 
land. 6s. 

A Treatise on the most approved Modes 
of restoring Vision by ilie Formation of 
Artificial Pupils. By Sir William Adams, 
illustrated with coloured engravings. 8vo* 

Reports on the Diseases of I.ondon, and 
the State of the Wcalhenfrom 1804 to k916. 
ByT. Bateman. ^^8vo. 9^. 

Clinical and Pathological Reports. 6y S. 
Black. Svo. 10s. gS. 

Inquiry into Dr Gall's System concerning 
Innate Dispositions, ihc Physiology of the 
Brain, ^Materialism, iS:c. By J. P. Tupper.' 

6s. 6d. 

Researches intrf’ihe Nature and Causes of 
Epilcjfsy. By J. G. Mansford. Svo. 7s, 


Rentarks on the Causei, Prevention, and 
TVeatment, of the present prevailing Epi- 
^imtc, commonly called Typhus Fever, for 
tne use and benefit of the people. By W. 
O. Porter, M.D. 2s. 6d. 

MINRRALOOT. 

Familiar lessons on Mineralogy and 
Geology; explaining the easiest Methods of 
discriminating Minerals and the earthy sub- 
stances commonly caTled Jlocks. By J. 
Mawe. 12mo. 55. 

An Introduction to Mineralogy. By Ro- 
bert Bakeweli; with plates. Svo. L.‘l, Is. 

Mineralogical Nomenclature, alphabeti- 
cally AVranged; with synoptic tables of the 
chemical analyses of minerals. By Tbomaa 
All^n, Esq. third edition. 1 2s. 

A System of Mineralogy, in which mine- 
rals are arranged according to the Natural 
History method. By Robert Jameson, Re- 
gius Professor of Natural History, Lecturer 
on Mineralogy, and Keeper of the Museum 
in the University of Edinburgh. Third 
Edition, enlarged and improved, in 3 vols, 
Svo, with Engravings. L, 2, 16s. 


MISCELLAKKOUS. 

The Progress of Human Life, or Sbak- 
speare's Seven Ages offtMan ; iKVistrated by 
extracts in prose and poetry, for schools and 
families. By John Evans, A.M. 6s. ' 

Lynn’s Improved System of Telegraphic 
Communication, adapted to General S^vice.*' 
12mo. 10b. 6d. 

An Essay on the Nature of Heat, Light, 
and Electricity. By C. Bompass. 8vo. 7s» 

The Encyclop.'edia Edinensis, By James 
Millar, M. D. Part II. of Vol. II. Vol. HI. 
Pprt 1. 11. and III. 88. each. 

'' Two Essays, one upon Single Vision with 
two Eyes, the olhePupon Dew ; a Letter to 
the Right Hon. Lloyd Lord Kenyon ; and 
an account of a Female of the White Race 
of Mankind, part of whose skin resembles 
that of^a Negro • with some Observations on 
the Caa&es of h’le differences in Colour and 
Fo’-m between the* White and Negro Races 
of Men. By the late WJ C. Wells, M.D. 
F.II.S.L. and K. with a Memoir of his Life* 
written by himself. One volume 8vu. 128. 

Supplement to the Fourth and Fifth Edj- 
tioiis of the'Encycloptedia Britannica. Edit- 
ed by Maevey Napier, Esq. Vol. III. 
Pkrt II. and Vol.'ll V. Part 1. Illustrated . 
with Engravings. ‘4lo. L. I, 5s. each, 
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The Edinburgh Review, or Critical Jour- 
nal. No. LXI, hXll, LXUI, and LXI V.« 
dk each. • « . 

The Edinburgh Monthly Review, No. 1,1 
II. III. IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, IX. 28. 

6d. each. 

A Treatise oa Spinning IVlachinery ; il- 
lustrated with iMaiis of DifFer^t Machines 
made use of in that art. By Andrew Gray, 
author of the Floughwright's Assistant, and 
JSxperienced Milh^ighlS I Os. 6d. boa ads. 

Report on the Statements of the Lord 
Provost, and Mr A. Bruce, respecting the 
affairs of the city of Edinburgh ; with an 
_ Appendix, containing abstracts of the city's 
^Income and Expenditure, f^r twelve spears 
preceding Martinmas 1818, and other State- 
ments. By John Greig, Accountant, Bur- 
gess and Guild Brother of the city. 2s. 

Remarks on the present system of Road- 
xnakiiig. By John Loudon M^Adain. Esq. 
'General Surveyor in the Bristol district. 
Second edition. 2s. (id. 

Q. Horatii Flacci Ope|a Selecta usui 
Scholaruin, a selection from the works of 
Horace, for the use of schools. Edited 
and illustrated with short notes, written 
chiefly in English* l^y Henry Liston, Mi- 
nister of Ecclosmachan. 18mo. :is. bound. 

The Christian and Civic Economy of large 
Towns. By Chomas pialniers, D. H. Mir 
iiister uf St John's Church, Glasgow. No. 
L Itcfliarks applicable to the outset of Hr 
Chalmers' connection with iho Parish of St 
Jahn. •Sewed, Is. 

Reports dud Minutes of Evidence, from 
the Select Committees, to whom the several 
petitions from the burghs of Scotland were 
referred, ordered hy the House of Commons 
to he printed, 12tli July 1SI9. Boards, 10s. 

Peter’s Letters to his Kinsfolk ; being a 
scries of Letters written during a late visit td^ 
Scotland. With portraits 3 volu Bvo. 
L. 1 : 1 1 : 6. 

The New Customs Consolidalioo Act, 
10s. Cd. 

Letters from Portugal, Spain, and Faanre, 
during the memorable campByjns of ^811, 
1812, *nd 181^; and f«om Belgium in 
Franca in the year 1815. By a British O/- 
licer. 8 VO. lOs. Gd. 

Selden's Table Talk. A new edition, 
wi^i an original Preface, and Notes. Fools- 
cap 8vo. 5s. boards. 

The Theory and Practice of Bleaching 
with Oxymuriatic acid ; as^now practised by 
of the most emincnublcachers, piiper- 


makers, &c.Ac. in which on attempt is mads, 
to explain the nature of that process ; show- 
ing its immediate connection with the old prao 
^tice of exposure upon the grass, and to point 
out the cause of failure in it ;* also an analy* 
Its of the several methods now in use for 
bleaching woollen cloths and silks. By a 
Chemist. 58. 

• The Journal of a Soldier of the 7 let or 
Glasgow' Regiment, H. L. I. from 1808 to 
1815, including an account of tfle battles of 
Vimiera, Corunna, Fuentes d'Honoro, Vit- 
toria, the Pyrenees, Toulouse, and Waterloo. 
12mo. 5s. * 

Substance of a Speech delivered before 
t^e Commissbq of the General Assembly of 
the Churefl of Scotland, which met in April 
last, on the state of Religion, and the ne- 
cessity of erecting new parishes in the High- 
lands and Islands of Scotland. By the Rev. 
A. Irvine, D.D. Minister of Little Dun- 
kcld. 2s. 

A Practical Treatise on the making and 
upholding of Public Roads, with a few re- 
marks on forming Approaches to Gentle- 
men's Houses, and a Dissertation on the U- 
tility of Broad Wheels, and other improve- 
ments. By James Paterson, Uoad-Surveyort 
Montrose. 2b. 6d. 

Notes as to the Rights of the Burgessea 
of Scotland, on a lapse of the Burgh Magis- 
tracy, suggested by the Crown's Refusal of 
the usual Warrant for a Poll Election, in the 
late case of Aberdeen. With an appendix * 
of relative docuineiitsi. 8vo. 2s. O'd. 

Notes on a A'lsit made to some of th^ 
Prisons in iScotland and the North of Eng- 
land, ill comp.iiiy with Elizabeth Fry ; with 
some General Observations on the Subject of 
I'rison Diseipline. By Joseph John Gur- 
ney, .js. (id. 

ZHTHMATA AIANOHTIKA, or a 
View of the Intellectual Powers of Man, 
with Observations on their Cultivation adapt- 
ed to llHi present state of fliis Country- 
Read in the I^ilcrary and Philosophical So- 
ciety of I.iverpool, 20th November 1818. 
Svo. Js. ^ 

The Edinburgh Eiicyclopaadia. Conduct- 
ed by David Brew!^er,^L.D. Vol. X HI. 
Parts 1. and 11. L. 1 , 1 s. each. 

Substance of the Speech of the Rigb( Ho- 
nourable Alexander Maconochie, Lord Ad- 
vocate of Scotland, in the House of Com- 
mons, on Thursday Ist April 1819, oR thw» 
question regarding the burgh of Aberdeen. 
8s, stitched. . • 
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A Treatise on tho Kaleidoscope. By Da- 
vid Brewster, LL. D. R R. S. Lond. and 
Edin. 8cc. With plates. 6s. boards. 

A Representation to his' Catholic Majesty 
Ferdinand VH. Translated from the Spa- 
nish of Don Alvarfc Florez Estrada. 3s. 

The Edinburgh Pliilosophical Journal ; 
exhibiting a view of the progress of discovery 
in natural philosophy, ehemistry, natural his- 
tory, practical mecliiinics, geography, statis- 
tics, and the tine and useful arts. 8vo. No. I. 
II. and HI. With Engravings. 7s. 6d.* 
each, sew'ed. 

Report of the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons, on the Highways of the 
Kingdom ; together with the, Mit^utes of E- 
vidence taken before them. 4s. 

A Vindication of the Literary Classes in 
the University of Edinburgh, against the A- 
spersions of Peter Morris, M.D. By J. 
Bearch. Addressed to the Reverend Dr J. S. 
8vo. 2^. 

' Thoughts on the Act rendering permanent 
the Court for Trivl hy Jury in Civil Cases in 
Scotland. Hvo. 2'^. 

The .Jacobite Relics of .ScotlanrJ, being the 
Songs Airs, and jA'geiuls of the adlierenia 
to the IJou^c 4)f Stnart, collected and illus- 
trated. Jiy .James Ifogg. Hvo. 12s. boards. 

Discourses and J'lssays on subjects of pub- 
lic interest. By Stevenson D. D. 

12rno. 6s. 6d. 

Notes on the I^awof Arbilratioii ; with an 
* Appendix of Forms. ]5y .John Parkes, So- 
licitor Supreme ('ouris. cSvo. b.s. 

* Sccneiy uixl Antiquities of JMid-T.iOthi.iii ; 
drawn and etched by an Amateur. 4to. 
2Js. 

Jnqiiiiy re‘'peciiiig the Relation of Cause 
and Ehieet ; in which the Theories of I^rofes- 
Bor Brown and Mr Hume are examined; 
with a statement of such ob-^ervntions as are 
calculated to shew the inconsistencies of 
these 'riieories ; and from which a new Theo- 
ry is deduced, more eoiisonaiit trffact and 
experience ; aBo a nev\ 'i'heory, of the Earth, 
deduced from Geological Observations. 8vo. 
5s. 6d. o 

No. VI. of Dr Syntax in London, or the 
Pleasures and ^liser^s of the Metropolis. 
2s. (id. ‘ 

Eufly Blossoms, or Biographical Notices 
of Candidates for T^iierary Distii\ctions, who 
died in their youth, with specimens of their 
HtLMpc^live talents. By J. Styles, D.D. 12mo, 
5s. 

'fhe Theory of ICIocution, exhibited in 
rimncction^w'itli a new and philosophical ac- 


count of the nature of instituted language. 
‘By B. H. Smart, Professor of Elocution, 
^and Public Reader of Shakespeait. 8vo, 7L 
7 A Circumstantial Narrative of the Cam- 
paign in Siixony in the year 1813. By Ba- 
ron Odelben. 2 vols. 18s. 

The Emigrants Dircctor|V to the Western 
States of Nor/h America, including a Voyage 
out from Liverpool. By Wm. Amphlett. 
8to. 6s. hoards. 

Rural Sports, or iTDespft^ption of the Plea.> 
surcs and Amusements arising from the Air, 
the Fields, the Water, and the Forest. 3 vols 
4to. L.7 : 17 : 6, or 3 vols royal Svoi, L.5,5sf 

Select Letters of Ganganclli, Pope Clc.. 
meiA XIV. traisslated from the French. By 
C. J. Metcalfe, Esq. 5s. 

^Tables, by which are exhibited, at one 
view', all the Divisions of each Circle on the 
Dividing Plate of the Small Wheel of the 
Lathe ; intended as a Companion to the 
Drilling Frame. Jly C. II. Rich, Esq. 4to. 
9s. 

Letters from, the Continent during the 
months of October, November, and Decern 
ber 1818 ; including a Visit to Aix.la-Cha- 
pelle, and the Left Bank of the Rhine. By 
the Rev. J. AV. Ormsiliy, A. M. ‘)s. 

The Quarierly Journal of Science, Litera- 
ture, and the .V^s. No. Xlll. and XIV. 
With plates. 7s. (>d. oach. * 

A Complete Set of Tables of Foreign Ex- 
changes. By W, 'late. Royal 8vo. I.. 2. 

An Account of the Colony of the Cape of 
Good Hope ; with a view to the iiifinmation 
of Emigrants. 8vo. Gs, Gii. 

Historical, Military, and Picturesque Ob- 
servations on Portugal; ilUislratcil by mi- 
merous View.s and Plans of Sieges and Bat- 
tles fought during the War in the Peninsula. 
2 vols imperial 4io. L.15, 15s. 
f New Juverest and Discount Tables, By 
Jos. King. L.1, 'l(>b. 

The Quarterly Review'. No. XLL, XLIL 
8vo. 6s. 

Merchant's and Mariner’s African Guide. 
By K. Bold. 78. 6d. 

(^vachttioilGreco’s celebrated Trijatise on 
^hess ; to whiclr arc added, numerous Re- 
marks, critical and explaviatory. Trauslated 
by W. Lewis. 8s. 

Transactions of the Royal Society of Dub- 
lin. Vol. XIII. Part 1. 4to. 15s. r 

The Raw'don Papers ; consisting of Let- 
ters on various^ subjects. By the Reverend 
E. Berwick. 8Vb. 12s. 

Transactions of the Literary Society*^! 
Bbmbay. 4io. « 
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A Description of a New or Improved Me.^ bearing on one side the representation of 
.-*hod of constructing Wheel Carriages; to Christ, and on the other a curious Hebrew 
which are Iprcfixed, some observations on t inscription. By the Rev. T. R. England, 
wheel carriages in general, with engravings. *8vo. 5s» '» 


By J. T. Ko^ter. 5s. 

The Sacred Edict; containing Sixteen 
Maxims of the Efnperor Kang-he, amplided 
by his Son; translated from tbaiChiuese ori- 
ginal, and illustrated with Notes. By the 
Rev, Win. Milne. 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

4 Letters of CurrAato tGe Rev. II. Westhn. 
8vb. 55. 6d. 

A Supplement to the Ninth Portion of 
Ae Warburtonian Lccture.s. By Philip All- 
-;^irood. 8vo. 7 

A Practical Treatise on (he Instruction 
and Amusement of the Blind ; calculated to 
promote their personal happiness, and enab^ 
them to employ themselves with profit and 
advantage. By Dr Guillc. 8vo. 8s. 

The Picture of the Palais- Royal ; describ- 
ing its Spectacles, Gaming-houses, CofFee- 
housL'S, &c. ; with characteristic Sketches and 
Anecdotes of its Frequentars and Inhabi- 
tants. 18mo. .5.S. Gd. 

Sixty curious and authentic Narratives and 
Anecdotes respecting Extraordinary Charac- 
ters, illustrative of the t^Midency of Cicdulity 
and Fanaticism. By John Cecil, Esq. 8vo. 
6 $. / 

All Eulogidhi on Sir£amucl Romilly. By 
M. Benjamin dc Constant. F.dited by Sir 
T. C. fil organ. 

The Miscellaneous Works, in piose and 
vcfso, of George Hardinge, Esq, M, A. 

F. R. S. F. S. A. 5 vols 8vo. L.2, ln. 

A Defence of Dr Jonathan Swift, Dean of 
St Patrick’s ; in answer to certain Observa- 
tions on his Life and Writings, in No. 55. 
of the Edinburgh Review. Svo. 3s. 

A Narrative of the Opcraiionsof the Koy-^ 
ali-st Armies in the interior of France during * 
the usurpation of Bonapartdl 1815. By M. 
Delundiue de St Esprit. Translated by J. 
Teisserri, Esq. 8vo. 9s. 

The Oedipus Romanos, or an Attempt to 
prove, from the principles of reasoning a- 
dopted by the Rl{rht lion. Sir Win. Dram* 
mond, in his (Edipus .ludaictis, that thc^ 
Twelve Ctesars are the Twelve Signs of the 
Zodiac. Addressed to the Higher Literary 
Classes of Society. By the Rev. George 
To«i|tscnd, A.M. 

Specimens of Irish Eloquence, now first 
arranged and collected, with biographical no- 
tices and a preface. By Charles Phillips.' 

159. • 

A Shcat Memoir of an Antique Medaf, 


t Letters from the Nortlj^of Italy, addressed 
to Henry Ilallam, Esq. By Wm< Stewart 
Rose. 2 vols. 8vo. IBs. 

Areopagitica ; a Speech to the Parliament 
*of England, for the Liberty of Unlicensed 
Printing. By John Milton ; with prefatory 
Remarks, copious Notes, and excurstive illus- 
trations. By T* Holt White, Esq. 8vo. Hs. 

The Pamphleteer. No. I. of Vol. XIII. 

Remarks on Scepticism, especially as it is 
connected with the Subject of Organizatioti 
aad Life; dicing an Answer to the Views of 
M. Bicb,it, Sir T. C. JMorgan, and Mr Law- 
rence upon those points. By I'homas Ren- 
net. M. A. 5s. 6d. 

Commentary on the Treaties entered into 
between the Allied Sovereigns for tlic pur- 
pose of preventing their Subjects from eiN 
gaging in any Illicit Traffic in Slaves. By 
Samuel Thorpe, LL.D. 8vo. 3s. 

MUSIC, 

No. IV. of Mozart’s Masses, witli an ac- 
companiment for the organ or piano forte, 
arranged from the full score. By N. No- 
vello. 8s. 

The British Orpheus, being a selection of 
two hundred .and seventy songs, with music. 
By G. Nicholson. 12mo. 5s. Gd. ^ 

The Young Musician, or the Science of 
Music familiarly explained, with a glossary of, 
musical terms .'ind phrases. iBirio. 5-', 

A General History of Music, from the ear- 
liest times to the present ; comprising the 
lives of eminent composers and musical writ- 
ers: the whole accompanied vvith notes, &c. 
critical and illustrative. By Dr Busby. 2 
vols. 8vo, L.l, 10s. 

MYTiioi.oav. 

An Analysis of the Egyptian Mythology, 
designed to illustrate the origin of Paganism, 
&c. By James Cowles Pritchard. 8vo. 
L.1, 7s. 

NATURAL inSTORV. 

The Entomologist’s Useful Compendium, 
or an Introduction to the Knowledge of Bri- 
tish Insects. By George Sammieile. ^8vo. 
L.1 plain, and L.l, 18s. coloured. 

Horm Euiomologicm, or* Essays on the 
Annulose Animols; with plates. V^l. 1^ 
Parti. By W, S. Macle.'iy sfb. 128. 
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I'lie Transacttona of the Ltonean Society ttifully printed by Ballantyne and Company, 
of London. Vol. XII. Part II. L.2| 2s. li. 7, 4s. boards. ^ 

j Adventures of Julien Delmour, translated 
NATURAi. PHILOSOPHY. ' from the French of Madame de Geniis. 4 


The Elements Natural Philosophy, il# 
lustrated throughout by Experiments, which 
may be performed without regular apparatus. 
By James Mitchell, M.A. 12mo. 8s. 

HOVVIS, TALES, AND ROUAMCES. 

Sophia, or the Dangerous Indiscretion; a 
tale, founded on facts. 3 vols. 16s. 6d. 

Edward Worticy, or the Eifile of Scotland. 
3 vols. 1 2mo. 18s. 

The Physiognomist; a noyel. By the 
Author of *' The Bachelor and the Marridd 
Man.'* 3 vols, 12mo. 16s. 6d. 

Castles in the Air, or the Whims of my 
Aunt ; a novel. By the authoress of Du- 
nethvin, or Visit to Paris." Svols. 12mo. 
Us. 

, The Bard of the West, commonly called 
Eman Acknuck, or Ned of the Hills; an 
Irish Historical Romance, founded on facts of 
the Seventh Cciuury. By JMrs Peck. 5 
vols, l2(no. 15s. 

Dndine ; a Fairy Romance, translated from 
the Original German of Baron dc la Motte 
Fouque. By George Lome, A. B. Time. 
58. 6d. 

A Year and a Day. By Madame Pa- 
nache, Auilior of ** Manners." 2 vols. 
.12mo. 12s. 

Charenton, or the Follies of the Age, a 
Philosophical Romance. By M. De Lour- 
doueix. Svo. 7s. 6d. 

Robin Hood ; a tale of the Olden Time. 
2 vols. 12mo. 128. boards. 

' Tales of My Landlord. T/iirrl Series. 
Collected and arranged by Jedediuh Cieish- 
botham, Siboolmaster and Parish Clerk of 
Gandercleugli. Containing ** The Bride of 
Lammormoor,” and ** A Legend of Mon- 
trose." In 4 vols. 12rao. L.l, 12a 

Emmeline ; with some other pieces. By 
Mary Brunton, Author of Self Control and 
Discipline. To which is prefi;ted, a Memoir 
of her Life, including some Extracts from 
her Correspondeitce. 8vst 10s. 6d, boards. 

Campbell, or the f'fcottish Probationer; a 
Novel. 3 vols. L.l, 1 a. hoards. 

Ivanhoe, a Romance, by " the Author of 
Waverley,” in 3 vols. post Svo. L.l, lOs. 
^^^Ntf/cls and Tales of “ the Author of Wa- 
verley," comprisv^g Waverley, Guy Manner- 
Ingf '^he Antiquary, Rob Roy, Tales of my 
Landlord, second, and tfiird series, with 
acopi'jus Glossary; in 12 vols. octavo, beau- 


vols. L.1, 4s. 

The Hermit in London, or Sketches of 
English Manners. 3vois.'lSs. 

Eveleen Mountjoy, or Views of Life. By 
Mrs Robert Moore. 4 vols. L.l, 4s. 

^he History of little Bpb. with Memoirs 
of the Camelford Familjv By Mrs Taylot*. 
2s. 6d. . 

Cesario Rosalba, or the Oath of Vengqi^ 
ance. By Ann of Swansea. 5 vols. 12ino. 
L.1,: 7; 6. ’ 

The Castle ot Villa Flora ; a Portuguese 
tale ; from a manuscript found by an Officer. 
3* vols. 12mo. 16a. 6d. 

Maurice and Bcrghctta, or the Priest of 
Rahery. B> William Parnell, M. P. 12mo. 7!i. 

Ernestus Berchtold, or the Modern (Edi- . 
pus. By John William Polodori, M. D. 
12mo. 6s. 

Sulime and Altd, or the World in China ; 
a sentimcntalo-satirical tale in prose. 12mu. 
48 . 

Errors and their Consequences, or Me- 
moirs of an English Family. 2 vols. 12 mo. 

13s. 

Young Arihbr, or the Chijd of Mystery. 
By C. Dibdin. 8vo” 14*5. 

Dudley. By Miss O’Keefe. 7 vols. 
12mo. L.l, Is. 

Tales of the Hall. By the Revg-end ,G. 
Crabbe, I.L. B. 2 vols. Svo, L.2, 4s. 

Leolia Abbey. By Miss Lefanu. 3 vols. 
12mo. L.1 Is. 

No Fiction ; a Narrative, founded on re- 
cent and interesting facts. 2 vols. Svo. 12s. 

Augustus and Adeline, or the Monk of 
«St Bernardine. By Miss C. D. Haynes. 

’4 vols. L, 1. „ 

Gogmagog Hall, or the Philosophical 
Lord and Governess. By the Author of 
Prodigious ! or Childe Paddie in London. 
3vo|^. 12mo. L. I, Is, 

The Sisteistof St. Gothard; a tale. .By 
Eliz'abeth C&llen Brown. 2 voltf 12mo. 
rOs. 5d. 

Emily ; or, the WifeS First Error: and 
Beauty and Ugliness; or, the Father's 
Prayer and the Mother's Prophecy: two 
Tales. By £. Bennet. 4 vols. l2aio. 
L.1. 

The Charms of Dandyism, or Living in 
Style. By Olivijs Moreland, cbier of th; 
E^emale Dandies. Edited by Capt. AlBe. 

3 vols. 12ffl0. * 
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L« Cure lie W.tkrlield. Translated int* 
aKrencb Ijy J. A. Voullaire, new edition. 
38.,6d. ' ^ 

Family- Suppers* or Evening Tales for 
Young People. By Madame Delafaye : 
second edition, with sixteen engravings. 

2 vols. 7s. * 

Tlie Vampyre; a Talc. By Lord By-^ 
ron To which is added, an Account of 
his Residence the* Island of IVIitylene. 
-.^vo. 4s. Gd. ^ 

A Travcller*s Tale of the Last Century. 
^3 vola. 4Smo. 1G-. 6d. 

London ; or, a Month at Stevens* ; a sa- 
tirical novel. By a late Resideut, vols. 
L. 1, Is. 

Lcs Parvenus, ou Les A ventures de Ju« 
lien Delmours. Ecrites par Lui-MeAe. 
Par Madame la Comtesse dc Genlis. 3 
tom. l2mo. 1 8s. 

Eudoxia ; o Novel, from the Spanish of 
Don Pedro Montenjon. By C. II. Smith. 

2 vols. 10s. 6d. 


rOETRT. 

The Vestriad, or the Opera; a mock 
Epic Poem. By Il.^usk, Esq. With fine 
plates, 8vo. 12s. 

Philibert,^ Poetical Rohnance. By J. 

C. Grattan. 8vo. Gd. 

Tales and Historic Scenes, in verse. By 
Felicia Hemans. 8vo. 9s. Gd. 
t Chi^ide Albert, or the lVli!.antlirope; and 
other Poems, imitative and original. 12mo. 

5s. 

The Fall of the Leaf, and other Poems. 

By Chas. Burke, 8vo. 5s. Gd, 

Benjamin the Waggoner; a Tale, in 
verse. By Wm. Wordsworth. 8vo, 4s. 6d. 

More Broad Grins, or Mirth versus Me» 
lancholy. 12itio. 4s. Gd, 

Mazeppa. By Lord Byron. 8vo. 5b. 6d. 
Ricciardetto. Cantos 1. and II. 8vo. 

58. 6d. 

Ode to the Duke of Wellington and 
other Poems. By R. C. Dallas. With a 
portrait of the author. Fool leap 8vo.* 78. 

6d. . * 

The Lady of Agincourt, with other Poems. 
Foolscap 8vo. 6s. 

Common Sense; a Satirical Poem, in 
tw6 Parts. 8vo. 4s. 

The Autumnal Excursion^ or Sketches in 
Teviotdale; with ocher P 9 emB. By Thomas 
Pringlk. fc. 8vo. 6s. ^ 

« Thil was afterwards found to be an imposition, 
called pr Poliduri, since dead. 


The Poems of Osstan^ translated by James 
Maepherson, E q. with the translator's Dis* 
sertation on the. Era and Poems of Ossian ; 
Dr Blair’s Critital Disscr^tion; and an 

• Inquiry into the genuiigmess of these poeme* 

written for this edition ; by the Rev. Alex- 
ander Stewart. 24mo. 5s. 

The Poems of Allan Ramsay; with an 
original Life of the Author, and Criticism 
on his Writings. By Williftai Tennant^ 

• Esq. A neat cabinet edition. 58. 

The Poetical Remains of the late Dr 
John LeydeA, with Memoirs of his Life. 
By the Rev. .Tames Morton. 8vo. 128. 

Poems agd Songs. By the late Richard 
*Gall ; w^b a Memoir of the Author. Fool- 
scap 8vo. 7s. 6d. boards. 

The Genius of Poetry ; a Poem in two 
books. By James Bewick. 8vo. 5s. 6d. 

Emily, with other Poems. By Thomas 
Brown, M. D. Professor of Moral Philoso- 
phy in the University of Edinburgh, 
edition, 7s. 

The Crusade; a Poem. In three cantos. 
8 VO. 5a. 6d. sewed. 

The Pleasures of Hope, with other Poems. 
By Thomas Campbell. A new edition. 
With new Engravings by Heath, from draw- 
ings by Westall. l2mo. 8s. 

Specimens of the British Poets, with bio- 
graphical and critical notices; to which is 
prefixed, an Introduction to the Study of 
English Poetry. By Thomas Campbell, Esq.# 
7 vols. crown 8vo. 

The Widow of the City of Nain ; and cw 
ther poems. By an Under- Graduate of the 
University of Cambridge. 8vo. 5s. 6d. 

London, or the Triumph of Quackery ; a 
satirical poem. By Tim Bobbin, the younger. 
8 VO. 5s. 

Johnny Newcome in the Navy' ; a poem in 
four cantos. By Alfred Burton. 8vo. L.!, 
Is. 

Don Juan. By Lord Byron. 4to. L.!, 
11s. 6d. 

Misanthropy, and other Poems. By Jo- 
seph Snow. ^8. 

Pal'ga, with illustrative notes. 8vo. 5 b. 6d. 

Odin. By the<lig|ht H«n. Sir W. Drum- 
mond. 1 8 b. • 

Part I. of the Wars of Wellington, in fif- 
teen cantos. By Dr Syntax, ^to. 12s. 

The Wizard or Fatal Banquet, in four 
parts. By Henry Llewellyn. 8vo. ^ 

Greenland, and other By James 

Montgomery.^ 8vo. 10s. Gd. • 

The Vampyre is by an Italian adventurer 
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The Lament of Napoleon, Misplaced Love, 
and other Poems. By S. R. Jackson. 3s. 6d. 

The Age of Intellect, or Clerical Show., 
iblk and Wonderful Lay-felk. By Francis 
Moore, Physician, gvo. fis. 

Human Life ; a Poem. By Samuel Ro- 
gers, Ksq. author of the Pleasures of Memo- 
ry. 4to. 12s. 

Remams of Henry Kirke White of Not- 
tingham, late* of St John's College, Cam- 
bridge ; with an Account of his Life. 3 vols. 
8vo. With a Portrait, and two other engra- 
vings. By Robert Southey, Esq. Poet Lau- 
reate. li. 1 . 1 s. 

Bath ; a Satire. By Robert ^Rake, Ksq. 
2s. 6d. • 

Giaucus and Srillu. By Thomas Lodgw 
With notes, by S. W. Singer, Esq. 8vo. 
7s. 

Lines written at Ampthill Park. Fools- 
cap 8vo. .'is. h'd. 

Tom Crib’s, Memorial to Congress ; with 
a Preface, Notes, and Appendix. By One 
of the Fancy. Svo. 5s. (id. 

Clio’s Protest ; or tlie Piclure Varnislicd ; 
with Ollier Poems. By the late Right Hon. 
R. B. Sheridan. Hvo. lifs. 6d. 

The Desst'rt and the Tea ; being a Sequel 
to, and by the Auilmr of Tlic IJanqiict.” 
Illustrated witli Notes and Elegant Engra- 
vings. 8vo. 5s. (id. 

, POLITICS AND POLITICAL FCOOMT. 

Evans's Parlnunenldry Reports. Vol. 
la. L.1: ]!:(;. 

Cobbeti’s Parlnimcnlary History of Eng- 
land. Vol. XXXIV. Royal 8vo. L. 1, 
llB. (id. 

A Letter to the Right Honourable Robert 
Peel, M. P. for the Univeihity of Oxfoid, 
on the Pernicious ElFects of a Variable 
Standard of Value, especially as It regards 
the condition of the l^ower Orders and the 
Poor f,uws. By one of bis Constit,uents. 

Thoughts on the Funding and Paper 
System, and particularly the llank Restric- 
tion, us connected with the naiional dis- 
tresses; with Uemarks^on the Observations 
of Mr Preston av>d Sir JcV’ii Sinclair. ^ By 
N. J. Denison, E'q.*'8vo. os. 6d. 

A Slioii Account of the Principles on 
which" a New System oi Coinage may be 
founded, &c. ; by Sir William ' Congreve, , 
wijh «w)loiired plates. 5s. 

"^A Memoir cot^'crning the origin and pro- 
gress^!' ibe Reform proposed in 1782, in 
t!ie internal government of the Royal Burghs 
of Scotland ; with the Bill prepared by the 


(Jommitlee appointed by the Burgeawa, 
which was twice read in the House of Com- , 
none in 1788 and in 1789 ; likewise an 1U‘ 
lustration of the Principles of that Bill. 

' By Archibald Fletcher, Esq. Advocate. 
To which is added, the Substance of the Re- 
ports of Specific Grievances rransmitted by 
the Burgesses <0 the Committee of Conven- 
tion at Edinburgh, and several other papers 
on the subject of Burgh Reform. 8vo. 12s. 
Only 250 copies have beer:' printed. 

Political Essays, with sketches of public 
characters ; by W. Hazlitt. 14s. 

I\irIiameiUai V History of England. Vol. ' 
XXXV. L.r:ll;(?. 

Inquiry into the Consequences of the pre- 
sent depreciated Value of Human Labour, 
&CA 0 &C. in lA'iter& to F. T. Buxton, E^q. 
9s. 

The At hole of the Debates and Proceed- 
ings in both Houses of Parliaineut, during 
the late Session. 2 vols. 8vo. 18s. 

Letters qn the Events which have pass- 
ctl ill France sinw the Restoration in 1815 ; 
l^y II. M. Williams. 8vo 7s. (id. 

On the Impracticability of the Resump- 
Ron of Cash l^ayments ; of the suffitiency 
of a Representative Cu,.Tency in this Coun- 
try, under due Regulations; and of tlio 
Danger of a lUTluction of the Circulating 
Medium in tiie present state oF things; by 
Sir W, Congreve. ‘Js. 

A lietier IVoiu 'riiomas liord Isrskinc, 
to an Elector of West minster, Auj^ior of 
“ A Reply to the Short Defence of the 
Whigs.” 2s. Gd. 

Exposition of the Transactions at St He- 
lena. By Mr O’Meara. 8vo. 8s. 

Proceedings in Parga and the Ionian Isl- 
ands, viih a Series of Correspondence, and 
c^hcr justificatory ducuincnts. By Lieur. 
Col. dc Bossett. 8vo, 7s. 

A Defence of tfie Enquiry into Charita- 
ble Abuse!-, with an exposure of the Misre- 
presentations contained in the Quarterly Re- 
view. 

Lefters from,, the Count Las Casas, con- 
sisting of a Letter to Prince^ Lucien l}uona- 
parte, with an account of the circumstances 
attending his arrest and removal from St 
Helena. With an appendix of ofiicial cor- 
respondence with Sir Hudson Lowe, &c. 
8vo. 8s. t. 

Facts and Observations relative to Cana- 
da. Proving that the British Colonies pos- 
sess superior advantages to emigrants com- 
pared with the Hnited States of Amerioe. 
By C. F. Grece. 8vo. 5s. • » 
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TBBOLoav. Sermon<i on the Seasons. By Archibald 


Lectures on the Book of Jonah, designed 



Sermons extracted from the Lectures of 
Bishop Portsus, and intended for the use of 
the younger Clergy, and for 'Families. By 
Thomas Baker, A. 9s. 

Sermons on Faith, Docirincl^, and Public 
Duties. By the Very Rev. William Vin- 
cent, D.D. 10s.^d. 1 , 

V^Original Sin, Frefe-Will, Grace, Regone- 
rimoq. Justification, Faith, Good VVurkb, 
and Universal Redemption ; with an impor- 
fant Account of the Subscription to the 
Articles in 1 604. By the Rev. II. J. Jod, 
M. A. F. S. A. 7s. 

A Concordance to the Holy Bible; to 
which is added, a Geographical Index, with 
the .Calendar and Table of Lessons. By 
James W. Bellamy, M.A. 

Scripture Costume, exhibited in a series 
of Engravings, representing the principal 
personages mentioned in the Sacred Wri- 
tings, drawn under the si]|?erintendeDce of 
Benjamin West, Eb<]. President of the Royal 
Academy. By R. Satchuell; with Biogra- 
phical Sketches and Historical Remarks on 
the Manners and Ctidtoms of the Eastern 
Kations. 4 to. L. .5, 5 s 

Theological^ Tracts. By the hite John 
Bowdler junior, J<iSq. ofLiiicolirs.lun, Bar- 
rister a^t Law. 5s. 6d. 

* Sermons .by the Rev. Charles Robert 
IV^turii^ Curate of St Peter's, Dublin. 8vo, 
12s. 

The Scripture Monitor ; or Short 'Medi- 
tations on various Passages of Scripture for 
every day in the year. By John Crjig, Mi- 
nister of the Gospel, Avonbridge. S(|. 12tno. 
4s. 6d. 

Sermons preached in the Tron Church, » 
Glasgow. By Thomas Chalpcrs, D.D. 8vo. * 

12s. 

Illustrations of the Holy Scriptures, in 
three parts: 1st, From the Geography of 
the East; 2d, From the Natural Ilistoj|y of 
the East; 3d, From the Customs of Ancient 
and Modiern Nations. By the Rev. Gebrgo 
Paxton, Professor of Theology under ibaf 
General Associate Synod, Edinburgh. 2 vols. 
8vo. Xm 1, 6b. 

A Sermon preached before the Society for 
the Suppression of Vice, on 3d of May 1814. 
By Richard Watson, D. F. R. S. Lord 
Bishop of Llandaff. Is. * 


Alison, LL. D. In foolscap Svo. 3s. 

Sermons preached in St John's Chapel, 

I Edinburgh. By Daniel Sundford. D.D., 
one of the Bishopd ot the Scotch Episcopal 
*Church. Svo. 12s. boards. 

The Duty, Excellency, and Pleasantness, 
of Brotherly Unity, in three Sermons. By 
, John Jamieson, D. D. Svo. 2s. 

Obtcrvaiions on some of the Chalacteris- 
tic Doctrines of the Gospel, a*Charge, de- 
livered in June 1819, to the Clergy of the 
Episcopal Communion of Brechin. By the 
Right Rev. Gborge Gleig, LL.D. &c. their 
Bishop. 2s. 

The Afrinan Committee. By T. C. Bow- 
dich. SsJ* 

The Select Works of Jeremy Taylor, D. D. 

6 vols. Svo. L. .3, Sb. 

A new and elegant folio Edition of the 
Holy Catholic Bible : w'ith Dr Cballoner'a 
Notes. Published witli the approbation of 
the Right Rev. Dr Gibson, Vicar ApostoKc 
of the Northern District. 

The Holy Bible and Testament, in Italian, 
from the edition of Diodati, revised and cor- 
rected by Rolandi. Svo. L. 1,4$,--. Tlio 
Testament separate. 8s. 

Seven Letters by a Friend on Primitive 
Christianity. By John Walker. 28. 

A System of Theology, in a Series of 
Sermons. By the late Timothy Dwight, with 
a Life and Portrait of the Author. 5 vols. 
Svo. • 

An Apocryphal Book of a very early dale, 
supposed to have been lust, called ** the As- 
cension of lBaiab,"in Ethiopir, wiih a Latin 
and English translation. By Rich. Laurence. 
8vo. 7s. 6d. 

An Attempt toward an improved Trans- 
lation of the Proverbs of Suloinop, from the 
Original Hebrew. By the Rev. George Hol- 
den. Svo. 1 6s. 

Historical Memoirs of English Catholics, 
and Hisiqricai Minutes respecting the Irish 
and Scottish Catholics since the Uefortnaiiori* 
By Charles Rutler, Esq. 2 vols. 8vo. 
L. 1, 4s. ^ 

SerAsons on the Pafables and Miracles of 
Jesus Christ. By Aie Rev. £. W. Grenfield. 
Svo. 10s. • 

Sermons on the Union of Truth, R^son, 
and Revelation, in the Doctrine of the 
Establish edTDiurch of England and Ireland. 
By the Hon. ond Rev. Edward John 
Hour, A. M. Svo. 12s. j 
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Letters to a Friend on the Evidencee, 
Doctrines, and Duties of the Christian Re- 
ligion. By P. Gregory. 2 vols. 8vo. 148. 

Philosophical Dialogues on the Reunion 
of the different Christian dommunions. By 
the late Baron de Starck. 8vo. 9s. 

A Critical Examination of those parts of 
Mr Bentham's ** Church-of'EnglandisD)|** 
wrbich relate to the Sacraments and the 
Church Catechism. By the Reverend H. 

J. Rose, 8vC. 5s. 

An Historical and Critical Enquiry Into ' 
the Interpretation of the Hebrew Scriptures, 
with Remarks on Mr Bellamy's^ New Trans- 
lation. By J. W. Whitaker. 9s. 

Principles and Practices of Pro*.ended Re- ^ 
formers in Church and State. By Arthur 
Kenny. 8vo. 10s. Cd. 

Familiar Dissertations on Theological and 
Moral Subjects. By the Rev. William Bar- 
row, LL. D. and F. R. S. 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

A New Version of the Gospel according 
to Gt Matthew, with a literary Commentary 
on all the difficult passages; with an Intro- 
duction to reading the Scriptures. Writ- 
ten originally in French by Messieurs De 
Beausobru et Leiifant. 8vo. $)s. 

A Short and Plain Explanation of the 
Belief, Commandments, and Lord’s Prayer. 
By Thomas Ashhurst, LL.D. 

Lyra Davidis; or a New Translation and 
Exposition of the Psalms. By the Rev. John 
Fry, B.A, 8vo. 18s. 

' The Deist, or Moral Philosopher ; being 
an impartial Enquiry after Moral and Theo- 
logical Truths. 8vo. 

The Theological Lectures of the late Rev. 
Benjamin Wheeler, D.D. Regius Professor 
of Divinity, Oxford. By Thomas Horne, 
D.D. 12s. 

rHYBlOLOGT. 

Lectures on Physiology, Zoology, and the 
Natural History of Man, delivered at the 
Royal College. By W. Lawrence, F.R.S. 
8vo. L. 1, 1$. 


TOrOGRArllY. 

History of the Gre^t riague which' visit- 
ed London in the year 1()0'5. By D. De- 
foe. t8vo. 12s. 

Excursions through Ireland.. By Tho- 
mas Cromwell: Illustrated with six hun- 
dred engravings. No. I. 2s. 6d. ; or on large 
paper, witli proof plotes, 4s. 

A' Guide to the Lakes in, Cumberland, 


Westmoreland, and Lancashire. By John 
Hibbinson. 8vo. 158. 

The Traveller’s New Guide through Ire- t 
tfnd. L. 1,1s. t 

Beauties of Cambria: Fart I. Oblong 
folio, 10s. Cd. . 

Views in Edinburgh and its ViciiiUy; or 
a Complete picture of the Metropolis of 
-Scotland; being a Graphic and Historical 
Description of the City of Edinburgh, com- 
prising a Series of Yiewi^f its most in- 
teresting remains of ^tiquity, Publi/^' 
Buildings, and Picturesque l^eoery. Nos. 

1. and II. 2s. 6'd. each; large pajfer, 4s./ 
eaeh. 

Thu Picture of Edinburgh; containing ^ 
a Description of the City and its Environs, 
with a particular Account of every remark- 
able Object, find Public Establishment, in 
the Scottish Metropolis. By J. Stark. With 
a Map and Forty Views. 7s. boards, or 8s. 
neatly bound. 

A Description of the Western Islands of 
Scotland, includi^^ the Isle of Man ; com- 
prising an Account of their Geological 
Structure ; with Remarks on their Agricul- 
ture, Economy, Scenery, and Antiquities. 
By J. Macculloch, M.^D. F. L. S. 2 vols. 
8vo. with a volume containing 45 lilustralive 
Engravings in quarto, with letter-press de- 
scriptions. L. 5t 5s. fjoards. * 

An Account of the principal Pleasure 
Tours in Scotland, and the great Liftes of 
Rond in that country ; illustrated with two 
inapt. 12mo. 6s. neatly half bounf. 

A Topographical and Historiclil Account 
of the (!!ity of Norwich, its antiquities, and 
modern improvements. 1 2mo. 4s. ; demy 8vo, 
with plan of the city, 8s. 6d. 

Part 1. of the History of the University of 
Dublin, illustrated by thirty coloured plates 
foy eminent artists, from drawings. By W. 

B. Taylor. ]Os.(5'd. 

NO. VI 1. Hukewell’s Picturesque Tour 
in Italy. 12s. 6d. 

Walks through Ireland in 1816, 1817, and 
1818f. By J. B. Trotter. 8vo. 14s. 

Gjeanings ^ffod Remarks collected during 
many mouths' residence at Buenos' Ayres, 
and within (he Upper Country. By Major 
Alexander Gillespie, R.M. 8vo. with maps, 
10s. 

A Description of the principal Picturesque 
Beauties, Antiquities, with Geological Ftie- 
nomeiia of the Jsle of Wight ; by Sir Henry 

C. Englclicld, Bart, with additional Obser* 
▼ations on the Strata of thc^lslaud, and their- 
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continuation in the adjacent parts of Dor-^^ 
aetshire. By Thomas Webster. 4to. L. 

t 

B%ichard*a Itinerary of Germany, With 
▼iewB, maps* anj} piflpik^lSs. 

History of the Island «f Newfound, 
land : cd^tainins a description of the island, 
the banks ailCfiSieries, and tr%)e of New- 
foundland and ^le. coast of Labrador; with 
two maps. By the Reverend Amadeus An- 
Xapacb. 8vo. J6f»^ • * 

General History of the County of 
York.* Bt Thomas Dunham Whitaker. On 
fuie demy paper, in parts, L.2, 2s. each ; 
or on large paper, with proof impressions of 
%e plates, L.4, 4s. each part.* * 

A Classical Tour through Italy and Si- 
cily, tending to illustrate some districts which 
have not been described by Mr Eustace, in 
his ^l^sical Tour. By Sir Richard Colt 
Hoare, Bart. 4to. L.2, 2b. 

Annals of Parisian Topography. By the 
Rev. W. P. G reswell. 8vo. 148. 

A Second Memoir on Babjdon. By C. J. 
Rich, Esq. royal 8vo. 8s. 

A Narrative of Transactions in the lied 
River Company, from the commencement of 
the operations of the Egrl of Selkirk till the 
Summer of 1816'. By Alexander McDon- 
nell. 3s. • 

The Histor^and Topography of the Pa- 
rish of Sheffield, in the County of York. By 
Joseph lluntcr. L.4, 4s. 

England tiescribed; a concise Delinea- 
tion of e^ry County in England and Wales. 
By .Tohn Ailcin, M.D. A new and enlarged 
edition. Svo. 1 4s. 

The Seventh Number of Neale's Illus- 
trated History of Westminster Abbey, 

Views of the Seats of Noblemen and Gen- 
tlemen, in England, Wales, Scotland, and 
Ireland ; from drawings by J. P. Neale. 
NO. XIV. 4s. • 

Views in Sussex, consisting of Scenery in 
the Rape of Hastings. By J. M. Turner, 
&c. royal folio, L.3. 

Occurrences during six months' Residence 
in the prcjvince of Calabria Ulteniore, in the 
kingdom of Naples^ in the years 1800, 1810 ; , 
containing a descripiibn of the country, re. 
marks on the manners and customs of the in- 
habitants. By Lieut. P. J. Elmhirst, R. N. 
Svo. gs. 

VOYAGES AND TRAVEIfi. 

Travel^ through France in 1817. By the 
Tluk^of Angotilcme. Svo. 6s. 

The Eii|igrant*s true Guide to the Bri-* 


tish Settlements in Upper Canada ; contain- 
ing the best advice and directions respecting 
I the voyage to Montreal, and mode of tra- 
* veiling and conveyance up the country, with 
|n itinerary of distaiicSi, and a* description of 
the Falls of Niagara : tS which are added, 
an Account of the Settlement called Lon- 
don, on the banks of Lake Erie, with sovke 
^)riginal letters; by a Lancastrian Farmer, 
now resident : with prefatory gemarks on 
Emigration, proving the superior advantages 
of the British Canadas to the Cape of Good 
Hope. • 

Travels in Italy, Greece, and the Ionian 
Islands, in a Series of Letters, descriptive of 
Manners, ^cTiefy, and the Firm Arts. By 
H. W. Wiliams, Esq. 2 vols, 8vo. With 
twenty Engravings. L.2, 2s. 

The Sufferings and Fate of the Expedi- ' 
tion which sailed from England in Novem- 
ber 1817, to the Rivers Oronooko and A- 
pure. By G« Hippislcy, Esq. 8\o. 15s. 

Narrative of the Expedition which sailej 
from England at the close of 1817, for the 
service of the Spanish Patriots. By C. 
Brown. Svo. 7s. 6'd. 

Travels in Morocco : with an Account of 
the British Embassy to the Court of Moroc- 
co under the late G. Payne, Ksq. consul- 
general. By Colonel Kcatioge; with thirty- 
four plates. 4lo. L.3, 3s. 

Narrative of a Voyage to Senegal. By 
J. B. 11. Savigny and A. Correard. 8vo. 
lOs. 6d. 

Vol. T. of the Scries of New Voyaget and ^ 
Travels is just completed, at Ifis. bds. and 
20s. half- bound. 

Fiist Impressions on a Tour upon the 
Continent in the Summer of 1818, through 
parts of France, Italy, Switzerland, the bor- 
ders of Germany, and a part of French Fl.in- 
•ders. By Marianne Baillie, with plates, Svo. 
15s. 

Travels in various Countries pf the East, 
more particularly Persia. By Sir William 
Ouseley. 1 vol. 4to. with numerous engra- 
vings. L.3 : 13 : fj, 

Italy I its Agi4bulturc»&c. from the French 
. of Mons. Chateauvigux ; tra^lated by Ed- 
ward li'gby, M.D* 8v(W.^ 7s. fid. 

An Abridgment of the most Popular Mo- 
dern Voyages and Travels; illustrated #itli 
maps and numerous engraving(>. Vo). L 
containing Voyages and Travels in Eurci^^e ; 
Vol. II. in Asia; Vol. HI. in Africa hikI" 
•in America; each volume disftnet, and sold 
separate, for the use of schools. B v the ifev. 

T. Clark. 12mo. 55. 
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A Zfistorj of North Eastern Voyages of 
Discovery. By Capt. James Burney, F.R.S. 
8vo. 12s. 6d. 

An Explanation of^Capt. Sabine's Re- 
marks on the late Voyage of Discovery tOi. 
Baffin’s Bay. By Capt. J. Ross. 8va 
2s. (»d. 

, Travels in New South Wales- By J. 
Wentworth. 8vo. 1 2s. 

Narrativer-of a Voyage to the Spanish 
Main, in the ship ** Two Friends,” the Oc-. 
cupation of Amelia Island, &c. 8vo. 9s. 

A Journal of Travels in tht United States 
of North America and Lower Canada, per* 
formed in the year 1817. By John Palmer. 
12s. 

Journey over Land from the Head -Quar- 
ters of the Marquis of Hastings in India, 
through Egypt to England, in the years 1617 
and 1818 ; with an account of the occurren> 
res of the late War, and the character and 
Ciistoms of the Pindarries. By Lieut. •Co- 
lonel Fitzclaronce. 4io. 

NO. II. 111. IV. V. VT. VIL Vlll.and 
IX. of the Journal of New Voyages and 
Travels. 0s. 6d. each, hoards, and Ss. sewed. 

A Voyage up the Ptrsian Gulf, and a 
Journey over land from India to England, 
in 1817 ; containing an Account of Arabia 
Felix, Arabia Dcsertn, Persia, Mesopotamia, 
(he Gartlcn of Eden, Babylon, Bagdad, 


.Koordistan, Armenia, Asht Minor, &e. Ac. 
By Lieut. W. Heude. 4tD. L.1, 56. 

Journey to Persia in the Suife of the Im- 
perial Russian Embassy in the year lo]7. 
By Moritz de Kotzehr;., on the staflT 

of the Russian «riny, and Knight of or- 
der of St.Wladimir, and tlv^ Pejf^an order 
of the Sun ai»d Lion. „ 

Travels in various countries of Europe, 
Asia, and America. By E. D. Clarke, LL.D. 
Partin. 410. L.4 : 1/* fe. 

Narrative of an Attempt to discover a P»s- 
sage over the North Pole to ]||ehring’a 
Straits. By Captain David Buchan. 4ic; 
with plates. 

A* Tour throhgb Sicily in the year 1815. 
By George Russell. Illustrated by a map 
and plates. 8vo. L.1, Is. 

Letters from the North of Italy. By 
W. S. Rose. 2 vols. 8vo. 1 Ss. 

The Mission from Cape Coast Oastle to 
the kingdom of Ashantee, in Africa. By T. 
Bowditch, Esq. 4to, L.0, 0s. 

A Journey from Moscow to Constantino- 
ple in the years 1817 and 1818. By W. 
Macmichael, M.D. 4to, L. 1 : 11 : (>. 

The Personal Narrative of M. dc Hum- 
boldt’s Travels to thp Equinoctial Regions 
of the New Continent, during the years 
1799-1804. ^Translated by Helen Marid 
Williams. Vol. IV. Svo, fSs. 



iBlRTHS. MARRIAGES. Ac. 


517 


MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS, 

WITHIN THE YEAR 1819. 


BIRTHS. 

January 1. The Lady of George Haas, 
Beg. Advocate, a daughter. 

^•^e Lady of Daniel Stewart, Esq. a 
daughter. 

5. The lady of K. D. Horn Elphinstone, 
of Horne and Logie Elphinstone, a son. 

7. The lady ofMejor Mdbpherson, of th e 
78ih regiment, a son. 

10. The lady of Lieut.-Col. Chichester 
Cruickshank, 53d regiment, a son. 

1 2. The lady of Sit John Hope of Cruig- 
hall, Baronet, a son. 

le. At Culcabock llousir, Mrs Captain 
Bark, a son. • 

— Lndy Pringle, a daughter. 

* 1.6.* The^ lady of James Hunter, Esq. of 
Thurston, a daughter. 

*21. The ^ Right lion. Lady Janet Bu- 
chanan, a daughter. 

24. The Lady of John L. Campbell, Esq. 
of Achallader, a daughter. 

25. Mrs Fraser of Culduthcl, a daughter. 

— Mrs Forbes of Culloden, a son and 

heir. ^ 

29. Ac Balthayock, the Lady of Adam* 
Fergusson, Esq. a son. * 

50. In Edinburgh, the lady of Sir James 
Douglas, K.C.B. a daughter. 

Fkbruary 2. The lady of Lieutenant- 
Colonel R. H. Dick, 42d Uoy^l Highlatfders, 
a daughter. . • • 

5. The Countess of Ashhurnham, a soiv 
being her ladysbip'sliwelfth child. 

— Mrs Murray of Murrayshall, a daugh- 
ter. 

The lady of Charles Robertson, E'>q. 
younger of Kitideace, a son. 

— At Cluiicaird Castle, ihelaJ}' of Robert 
Cutiyngliame, E^q. a daughter. 

?• The Lady of Sir WHliain Maxwell of 
Munreiili^ Bart, a son. 


7. The lady of John Maberly, Esq. M.P. 
a son. 

10. The lady of James Kinloch, Esq. - 
Brunswick Square, London, a son. 

— At Edinburgh, the lady of John Mac- 
alister, E^q. jun. of Strathaird, and of tho 
£. 1. C.'s civil servire, a son. * 

12. At Paris, the lady of the Right Hon. 
Edward Thornton, his Majesty 'a Envoy at 
the Court of his Most Faithful Majesty, a 
daughter. 

—.At Langley Farm, Kent, the Hon. 
Mrs Colville, a son. 

14. At Hollymount House, Mayo, the 
lady of Thomas Spencer Lindsay, Esq. a 
daughter. 

15. The lady of Robert Inglis, Esq. of 

Kirkmay, a daughter. * 

— The lady of Wiliiara Fergu«on, Esq^ 
of Kilrie, a daughter. 

19. At Athlone, the lady of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Murray, C. B. Assistant Adjutant- 
General, a sun. 

20. The lady of Sir Robert Keith Dick,. 
Bart, of Presion field, a son. ^ 

— The Duchess of Bedford, a son. 

21. Mrs Mackenzie of Sirathgarve, a 
daughter. 

— At T.eith Fort, the lady of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Wallacr, a daughter. 

25. At Celle, Hanover, the Lady of Ma- 
jor- G^rieral HQgli HaUcett, K.C.B. and C.B. 
u daughier. ^ 

28. At Glenkiiidy, 4he lady of Sir Alex. 
Leith, a son. * 

At Santa Maura, the lady of Colonel 
Patrick Ross, 7.5th regiment. Resident and 
Commandant of that island, a daughtej^ 

— In London, the wife of the lluii. 44. « 
Grey Bennct, a son., * 

BIahch 1. The lady of Thomas 
Esq. of Mylneficld, a son. * 
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12. The lady of Admiral J. £. Douglas, a 

daughter. 

— The lady of John Scott, Esq. jun. off 
Scalloway, Shetland, a daughter. 

4, At the Hague, the lady of John Tu- 
ring Fcrrier* E^q a' son. 

6. Mrs Wauchope of Edmon stone, a 
daughter. 

7. The lody of W. Thomson Ilunyman, r 
Esq. of Mansfield, a son and heir. 

— The l¥on. Mrs Vansittart, a son. 

— Lady Menzics of Metizies, a son. 

9. At Nc’wlifill House, Mrs Brown, a son; 
her 14th child. 

1 0. At Montreal, Lower Canada, the lady 

of Major George Henderson, ,*-0101 engineers, 
a son. * 

1 r?. At Portobcllo, Lady Elibank, a daugh- 
ter. 

1 d. Mrs Fraser of Findrack, a son. 

I 'I. Mrs Macintosh, of Nairn Grove, 
Nairn, a son* 

'17. At Fort William, Bengal, the lady 
of Major P. L. Grant, Acting Fort and 
Town Major, a son. 

20. The lady of the Hon. Alexander 
Murray, second son of the late Earl of Dun- 
more, a daughter. 

22. At Montague Place, Russell Square, 
London, the lady of Captain Forrest, a 
son. 

23. At Aberdeen, the lady of Capt. Mac- 
kay, 70th regiment, a daughter. 

24. ]Mrs» Scoit of Wauchope, a son. 

— Mrs Greig of Ilallgreig, a daughter. 

25. At Newhnds, the lady of Captain 
ScOtt, U. N. a son. 

— The lady of Lieutenant- Colonel West, 
a daughter. 

26*. The Hun. Lady Gibson Carmichael, 
a daughtav 

— At Hanover, the Duchess of Cam- 
bridge, a sun. 

27. At Hanover, the Duchess of Clarence, 
a daughter, who lived only a few hours. 

2S. The lady of the Hon. .Lord Cringle- 
tie, a daughter. 

30. The Duchess of LeitKter, a and 
heir. 

Lately, the C^unt^ssof Manvers, a Uaugh- 
ter. ‘ 

— « The Marchioness of Ely, a daughter. 

Ai'KiL ] . At Kskgrove, the lady of North 
Dalrymple, Esq. a son. 

•>-2. The lady of Sir George Sitwpll of 
Renishaw, Baft, a daughter. 


7. At Tain, the lady of Captain Grant, 
78tb Highland regiment, a daughter. 

— At Rome, the lady of JohnJVIacpher 
f son, E^. a daughter. f, 

10. The lady of Colonel, Douglas, late 97 ih 
regiment, a son* 

15. At Trichi nopoly, the lady t^^Captain 
C. A. Walker, 1 bt battalion oth/:rgiment na- 
tive infantry, a daughter, 

16. Viscountess Folkestone, a daughter. 

17. The lady ofSfe.- Godfrey Webster, Bart, 

a son. ^ ^ 

— At London, the lady of Colonel. Gar- 
michael Smyth, royal engineers, C.B.K.M.T. 
a son. 

If. The ladx of Captain Campbell, 71s(P 
light infantry, a son. 

^ — The lady of Sir J, P. Beresford, Bart, 
a^aughter. 

20. At Bath, the lady of Sir Aley'-Jer 
Hood, Bart, a son. 

23. I'he lady of Berkeley Buckingham 

Smyth Stafford of Maync, Esq. a son and 
heir. ^ 

24. The lady of Dr James Hare of Han- 
dywood, a daughter. 

— Viscountess Newport, a son and heir. 

26. At Dumbuck, Dumbartonshire, the 
lady of Lieutenant-Colonel Geils, a son. 

— At Copenhagen, the lady of Augustus 
John Foster, Esq. a pn. i. 

May 1. At Cuirnhill, the Hon. Mrs Ha- 
milton, a son* 

2. Mrs Campbell of Dalserf, l son. 

8. The Right Hon. l^ady Louisa Lamh- 

ton, a daughter. ' 

10. Mrs Baillie of Jerviswood, a daugh- 
ter. 

— At London, La^y James Stuart, a 
daughter. 

12. Lady Charlotte Maegregor Murray, a 
son. 

14. The lady of 11. Maclean, Esq. jun. of 
Coll, a daughter. 

1 7. The lady of Sir John Gordon Sinclair, 
a daughter. 

2^. Her Royal Highness the Duchess of 
Kept, a dao^ter. 

— At Rome« the lady Of Tbomsdn Bonar, 
'Esq. a son. . 

27. At Broombill House, Mrs Bruce, a 
daughter. 

— Mrs A. Gillespie of SunnysiJe, a ion. 

— Her Royal Highness the Duchdss of 
Cumberland, I a son. 

, 28. At Newry, the lady of Major Hamil- 
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ton, Inspecting Field OflScer of the northern .Tuly 1. Mrs Hope Johnstone of Annan- 
district of Ireland, a son. • dale, a son and h%ir. 

. — • At JBrraght, the lady of Lieut- Col. | 5. The Lady of Janies Heriott, Esq. of 
Caq^eron, C.B. Kt. St. A. a son anA heir. | Kamornie, a 

Lately, At Edinburgh, Countess Flahault, 4. Mrs Dr Fleming, Flisk^Maose, a son. 
% daughter. The Countess of Castlestuart, a daugh- 

— ^Tho lady of the HonTVVarwick Lake, ter. * 

a daughter. ^ # . 9. Lady Niven Lumsden, a son. 

^ Lady Chgrles Bentihck, % son. 10. Mrs Captain Ramage, Royal Navy, a 


Lady Miltdn, a daughter. 

June 1. In Stanley Phice, Shrewsbury^ the 
I'Kdy of the Rev. Ritil»aid Massey, a son, being 
bel tyrenty second child. 

— The lady of Major- Gen. John Hope, 
8 eon. 

m 4. Viscountess Cranley, a daughter. ^ 

6*. Lady Katherine Halkett, a son. 

10. At Eskbank, Mrs Wood, a daughter. 

17. At Portsmouth, Mrs Captain Dalzdl, 
of^^enae, a daughter. 

15. ^he lady of Duncan Campbell, Esq. 
of Barcnldine, a son. 

16. At Greeiibied Hall, the lady of Major 
Ord, Royal Artillery, a ton. 

18. At Milton, Lady HiAiter Blair, a son. 

— The Countess of March, a daughter. 

19. The lady of John Craufurd, Esq. of 
Auchenames, a son. 

20. In Charlotte ^uare, Edinburgh, the 
lady of H. St G. •Tucker, Esq. a son. 

— The l^y of Autbony*Maztone, Esq. 
of Coltoquhey, a son. * 

21«*The lion. Mrs Montgomery Stewart, 
a sbn. • 

^ I^rs Olipbant of Condie, a son and heir. 

22. Thes Right Hun. the Countess of Air- 
ly, a daughter. 

— Mrs Douglas, the lady of the late Lord 
Reston, a daughter. 

27. At Gordon* House, Kentish Town, 
the wife of the Rev. Thomas Smitli, a son, 
being her eighteenth child. • 

24. At Edinburgh, ihejady of Rear-Ad- 
miral Otway, Commander-in-chief, a daugh- 
ter. 

26. The lady of Captain Bishop, 40th re- 
giment, a daughter. 

— The lady of John Mackie, Esq. of 
Bargaly, a daughter. • • 

27. At Huitun Jlall, ^ssez, the lady bf 
Lieutenant- Colonel Charles Bruce, a son. 

— Mrs Campbell of Dunmorc, a son. 

» 30. The lady of Captain John Thomson, 
IC^N. a daughter. 

— At Edinburgh, Mrs Rpratfay, 44. Ha- 
nover Street, a son. 

Latlly, The lady of iSjr Thomas D. Ac- 
ladd, Bart, a son. « 


4. Mrs Dr Fleming, Flisk^Maose, a son. 
p 8. The Countess of Castlestuart, a daugh- 
ter. * 

9. Lady Niven Lumsden, a son. 

10. Mrs Captain Ramage, Royal Navy, a 
daughter. 

— Mrs Ballantyne of Pliauh^pe, a son. 

17. At Balgonie Cottage, the Lady of 
Lieutenant- Colonel David Forbes, a son. 

— Mrs Fraeer of Balnain, a son and heir. 

14. Viscountess Ebrington, a son. 

— The I^dy uf W. A. McKinnon, Es<|. 
M. P. a (FniighYer. 

— The Lady of Colonel Hay of Wester- 
ton, a son. 

15. Mrs Smith of Landhall, a son. 

At Paris, the Lady of Edward Sey- 
mour, Esq. A son. 

16. The Lady of Captain Coulson, li. N. 
a daughter. 

18. Lady Campbell, a son. 

^ At Florence, Lady Burghersh, a son. 

— At Stockholm, Viscountess Strangfurd, 
a daughter. 

20. The Right Honourable Lady Rendle- 
sham, a daughter. 

21. At Lausanne, Lady 'Harriet Iloste, a 
son. 

22. At Greenridge, parish of Lesmaha- 
gow, Mrs John Semple, a bod, being her 
eighteenth child. 

27. Viscountess Normeuby, a son an\) 
heir. 

— At Blairgowrie, Mrs Robertson of Cray, 
a daughter, 

24. The lady of £. D. Ro^s, Esq. of 
Great George Street, Westminster, a w^n. 

25. The Lady of John Dougfks, Esq, of 
Lockerby, a daughter. 

26. At Edinburgh, the Lady of Lieute- 
nant-Colonel James Irving, a daughter. 

27. At the Red Cottage, Elgin, the Lady 
of Captain Jt. Mackenzie, a son. 

— Lady Arabella McLeod, wife of Lieu- 
tenaifl-Coloiick M'Leod, of the Royal Scots, 
a Botv • • 

28. At Surat, the laf!|y of John Romcr, E&q. 
a daughter. 

29. The Marchioness of Tweeddhlc, a 

daughter. * , 

31. At Thrushgrove, near Glasgot^ Mrs 
James Turner, a son, b^ng her elevtJftth* 
child, and ninth son. ^ 
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51. The lady of Colonel, Balfour, of the 
5d regiment, a daughter. 

Lately, The Counteaa Stanhope, a eon. ^ 

— The Hod. Mrs A. Hely Hutchinson, 
a daughter. 

AtiousT 2. At Upper Wimpole Street, Lon** 
don, the lady of Captain Dacres, a daughter. 

— Mrs Nicollof Mainsand Strathinartin, 
a daughter. 

At Corfu, Mrs Hood, widow of the late 
Captain HodJ, 7.5th foot, a daughter. 

4. The Countess of Kuston, a son. 

5. 1 n Upper Cadogan Place, London, the 
lady of Charles Grant, Esq. a 'daughter. 

6. At Sundrum, the lady of John Hamil- 
ton junior, Esq. a son. ‘ ,, ^ 

8. At Edinburgh, the lady cC George 
Kairholme, E^q. a son and heir. 

11. Mrs Trotter, Abercromby Place, E- 
dinburgh, a daughter. 

If?. The lady of J. N. Maclcod, Esq. of 
Macleod, a daughter. 

14. The lady of Admiral Sir Richard 
Strachan, a daughter. 

15. The lady of Major-General Balfour, 
a daughter. 

so. At Edinburgh, the lady of Robert 
Montgomery, Esq. a daughter. 

24. At Stirling, Mrs Captain Forrester, a 
daughter. 

24. Lady Ogilby, a son. 

28. Lady Caroline Ann Macdonald of 
Claiironald, a son and heir. 

.. 29. Her Grace the Duchess of Newcastle, 

a daughter. 

« — At Forge Lodge, Dumfrics-shire, the 
lady of P. Mein, Esq. a son. 

51. Mrs Hill of Dailly, a son. 

.— The Countess of Errol, a daughter. 

Lately, The lady of Sir John Boyd, Bart, 
a sorf. 

The Countess of Abingdon, a son. 

Seftkmber 8. At Diinnottar, Lady Ken- 
nedy, a son. 

5. At Quilon, the lady of Captalc Elphin- 
Btone, a daughter. 

7. At Rockbank, Mrs Colin Campbell, 

Jura, a daughter. ^ 

The lady of L*'. Macintosh, Esq. of 
Baigmore, a son^ ^ * • 

— . The lady of Major-General Macleod, 
78th regiment, a daughter. 

8. *1 n London, the lady of F.dward Mar- 
joribanksj Esq. a daughter. 

^.^I'hc lady of the Lord Justice- Clerk, a 
son. « 

Av Bombay, the ladyOfCapt. Keith, Sub> 


AsA'stant- Commissary* General, a daugh« 
ler. 

10. The lady of Colonel Hastings, a son, 
i the Isle of France, the lady of Q^p* 

tain Thomas Stirling Begbie , 82d regiment, 
a son. ^ 

14. At Edinburgh, the lady of Henry 
Meredith Jervis White Jerviti^ ]^q. a son. 

15. The la^y of James ^^tson, Esq. of 
Saughton, a son. 

-r The lady of the Hon. Captain Napier, 
Royal Navy, a son and M^ir. 

17. The bidy of Duncan Robertson, Esq. 

of Canon Vale, a son and heir. ^ ^ 

18. At Florence, the lady of Roderick 

M‘Ncel, Esq. a daughter. e 

19. At Hawick, Roxburghshire, Mrs Jane 
Hope, a son and daughter, after being 18 
yefirs married. 

21. The Duchess of Berri, a daughter-'* 

22. Mrs Mackenzie, Pittricliie, a si^n. 

— At Pennicuick House, Lady Clerk, a 
son. 

25. The Honpurable Lady Fergusson, a 
son. 

— At Lisbon, Lady Buchan, a son. 

24. Mrs Arbuthnot, Charlotte Square, E- 
dinhiirgh, a daughter. 

25. At Balkaii, Gleftlnce, the lady of Cap- 
tain J. Ross, R. N. a son.* 

— * At Edinburgh, the ladjr of Captain 
William Marshall, Ildn. E. 1. C. service, a 
daughter. 

28. The lady of Dugald M'Daugall, Esq. 
of Gallanach, a daughter. i ^ 

50. At Berlin, the lady of George Sholto 
Douglas, Em]. a daughter. 

Oct. 1. The lady of Major Nickle, 88th 
regiment, a son. 

2. The lady of Captain*^ James, 2d, or R,N. 
B. Dragoons, a daughter. 

* — Mrs Captain M* Vicar, R. N. a daugh- 
ter. • 

— At Bombay, the lady of William Er- 
skine. Esq n daughter. 

5. Her Excellency the Countess of Talbot, 
o son^ 

•— At Lockmalony, the lady of Major 
Horlburgh, a son. • * 

* 5. The lady of Captain Romer, Royal Ar- 
tillery, a daughter. 

6. At Madras, the lady of John Shaw, Esq. 

a son. .1 

H. Lady Agnew, a son. * 

— At Afi-ijiif-liff Fort, Dover, the lady of 
faptain Dunian Grant, Royal Artillery, a 
son and heir. 
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1 1. Tbe Countess of Jersej, a son. 

14. The lady of the Honourable Georg# 
Lennox, ^daughter. 

-%• At Paris, tbe lady of AlexaAler H. ^ 
Hamilton, £^. of the Retreat, in Hevon- 
fhire, and di Hullerhii&b-4n Ayrsliire, a 
daughter. 

15. At EdinUlirgh, the lady of this Rev. R. 
Morebead, a doughtes. * 

1 6. Lady William Russell, a son and heir. 

17. Lady Dunbar, aason and heir. « 

^ Tbe Duchell of Meckleiiburgh, a 

daughter. 

^ 20. The Countess of Ilopetoun, a son. 

22. The lady of John Robertson, Esq. of 
Foveran, a son. ^ a 

25. The lady of Major Menzies, 42d regi- 
ment, a daughter. 

— At Exmount, the Hon. Mrs Ogilby^of 
a daughter. 

— Rome, Lady Kensington, of a son, 
Lately, The lady of Sir C. Wolseley, Bart, 
a son. 

Nov. 5. At Darnhall, tig! Hon. Mrs 01i« 
phant Murray, a son. 

4. The Marchioness of Downsbire, a eon. 
— At Lennox Love, the lady of Colonel 
the Hon. F. Stuart, a daughter. 

— The lady of tienry Iveson, Esq. of 
Blackbank, a daughter, 

7. ]\Irs Captain John Boyd, late of theB2d 
regiment, a son, 

, 8, rl^ndy Audley, of a son, 

9. At the manse of Kirkhill, Mrs Fraser, 
a dau^)ter. 

11. MA) Abercromby of Birkenbog, a 
daughter. 

— At Stony Bank, tbe lady of Major J, S. 
Sinclair, Royal Artillery, a daughter. 

The lady of Captain John A. Durie, 
late of 92d regiment, a daughter. 

12. The Hon. Mrs Dundas^f Dundas, | 

son and heir. « 

— Tbe lady of Lieutenant-Colonel Tay- 
lor, 10th hussars, a daughter. 

15. The lady of Sir Alexander Mackenzie 
of Avodi, a son. , 

14. At Annan, tbe lady oi^James Burgess, 
Esq. R, N. a daughter. ^ • 

16* At Cockenaic, Mrs 11. F. Cadelh^a 
son. 

The Honourable Mrs Stewart Mackenzie, 
» daughter. 

Mrs Farquhnrf.on of Haughton, a son. 

27. The lady of Henry Esq. 

M. P.^ a daughter, ^ ^ 

28. * Mrs Miller of Glciplcc, a son. 


29. At Welllslmt, the Lady of Captain IVil- 
liarn Stirling, a mn. 

I 50, Mrs Gordon, pf Harperfield, a aoii. 

— At Fulham,' ih'e lady of Paul Methven, 
Esq. a son. * • 

e — The Countess of I^ownlow, a daughter. 

Dec. 1. Mrs Oliphant of Rossie, a son. 

At Boulogne, the lady of Lieut. -Colonel 
• Macliirhlan, a son. 

2. The Countess of Athlone. a daughter. 

5. The lady of Wm. Hay, J4isq. of Drum* 
mclzter. a son and heir. 

4. At Aberdeen, the lady of Lieut -Col.^ 
Clerk, a son. * 

6. At Musselburgh, the lady of Major 
Dons, a son* ^ * 

* 7. At iSombay, the lady of the Honourable 
Lieut.- General Sir Clurles Colville, G. C. B. 
a daughter. 

8. At Stranraer, the lady of Major-Gene-' 
ral Miicnair, C. B. a son 

— At Muncaster Castle, Lady Lindsay, a 
son. • 

1 1 . The lady of Captain Cargill, 74th regi- 
ment, a daughter. 

12. At lUbrd, Essex, the lady of Lieut* 
Colonel Allan, a daughter. 

— At Edinburgh, Mrs Laing Meason of 
Linden is, a son, 

L^l. At Balbegno Castle, the lady of Cap- 
tain Ramsay, a daughter. 

— At Dunsinane, the lady of J. M. 
Nairne, Enq. a daughter. 

16. At Edinburgh, Mrs Waugh, Mint^ 
Street, a son. 

19. Mrs Fordyce of Avion, a son. • 

21. In lionduii, tbe lady of James Loch, 
Esq. a son. 

— Mrs Turner of Kilbuie, a son. 

23. Lady Mackenzie of Coul, a son. 

— Mrs Ilagart of Bantaskine, a <hiugh- 
ter. ^ 

25. The lady of William Siotbert, Esq. of 
Cargen, a son. 

26. Mrs Colonel Munro, George’s Square, 
Edinburgh, a son. 

Lately, Viscountess Anson, a daughter. 

• Carriages. 

JaN'iTAiiY .'i.—^lr Joseph Chapman, of the 
Ordnance, to Mist, Stanley. 

11. At the Parish Church, Leeds, Thos. 
Kinnear, Esq. banker, Edinburgh, to Mi&s 
Susannah 'Gott. • 

The Most Noble George Marquis of 
Blaiulford, to the Rights 1 Jon. LadyTanfJ 
Stewart, 
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1^ Sir David Moncrie^^of Moncrieffe, it At Alderston, CaptaiA A. G. Jackson, 
Bart to Miss Helen Mackil/. artillery, to Miss Cecil. 

-—In St Paiil's Chapel, Edinburgh, Lieu. | 5. At London, John Ashley Wyre, Esq., 

tenanUColonel George M>*Konochie, to Miasf pf Stratibrd Place, to Miss Cornwall, niece 
Isabella Alison, • to the late Vice-Admiral Lord Vise. Card- 

14. At London, Lieut.- Colonel Charles* ner, K. C.B. 


Tryon, 88th regiment, to Miss Sheridan. 

18. At Edinburgh, Dr Charles Stuart of 
Dunearn, to Miss Margaret Farlanc. 

26. At St Fancras, London, Sir John 
Maclean, KX. B. to Miss Price. 

— At Paris, the Chevalier de Fitzjatncs, 
brother to the Duke, to Miss Helen Frances 
‘Carmac, London. « 

— The Rev. Arch. Colin Campbell, A.M. 
of Pontefract, Yorkshire, tV> Miss Dalrym- 
ple. • c 

— At the palace of Corfu, Lieut.- Colonel 
Hankey, Private Secretary to his Excellency 
Sir T. Maitland, to Mrs Catterina Vaslaino, 
of Corfu. 

— Lieut. Alex. Quarrier, Royal Scots, to 
Mj^s Aon Auriol Lawson. 

— At Sunbury, James Ross, LL. D. to 
Miss Smith. 

FsBauARY 3. At Portobello, Jos. Pearce, 
Esq. of Breminsler, Dorsetshire, Capt. R.N. 
to Miss Forbes M^Kay. 

6. The Rev. William Furtescuc, to Miss 
Isabella Barclay of Durie. 

8. At Drumsheugh House, George For- 
bes, Esq. banker in Edinburgh, to Miss 
Hay. 

, 10. At Edinburgh, Capt. Houston Stew- 

art, Royal Navy, to Miss Martha Miller of 
Glenlee. 

12. At Monktdhhill, John Lennox, Esq. 
of Catrinc Holm, to Miss Jane Gardner. 

14. At Kingston Church, Portsea, Lord 
Greenock, to Miss Mather. 

15^ James Young, Esq. of Peclhill, to Miss 
Ann Stewart Hamilton of Springbank. 

16. Captain Lindsay, Grenadier Guards, 
to Miss Mary Anne Grant of Giigrasion. 

25. At Overton, near York, Robert Dow 
Kerr, Esq. of Greenock, to Miss Augusta 
Buchanan. ' 

— At Mavisbank, Alexander Brodie, Esq, 
merchant in Leith, to 'Miss Louisa M6rcer. 

24. The Uev.cPeter O.sens, minister of 
Lauder, to Miss Tbosi^son. 

27. The Right Hon. Lord Rodney, to 
Miss i^harlocte Georgiaoa Morgan. 

— Capt. C. Sotheby, R. N. to Miss Jane 
Hgpfflton, third daughter of the late Wil- 
liam, Lord Belbfvcn and Stenton. 

Mt^n-cn 1. Wm. PollAck, Esq. of White- 
halli to Mi^ Black of Clermont. 


4. At Dundee, James Knowles, Esq. of 
Kirkton, to Miss Isabella Piipairn. 

^ 5. In the cfttbediral qf Londonderry, John 

Montgomery, Esq. to Miss Jane Ferguson, 
niece to the Lord Bj^shop of Down* 

11. At Cape of Good Mope, Robt. Shand, 

Esq. surgeon, R. N. to Miss Margaret Mil- 
lar. ' * 

1 2. Peter Ilewat, Esq. W.S. to Miss Tay-' 

lor o^Westbarns. ^ 

15. John Allan, Esq. of Fountainbleau, 
to Miss Jane Allan, of Kirkhouse, Lanca- 
shire. 

16. The Hon. James Sinclair, second^j^n 
of the Earl of Caithness, to Miss Efjildbcth 
Tritton, of Westhili. 

— Andrew Spottiswoode, Esq. of Bedford 
Square, London, to Miss Longman of Mount 
Grove. ' 

— John Borthwick, Esq. younger of 
Crookston, advocate, to Miss Dundas of Ar- 
niston. 

17. At Paris, Cbaritts Shakerley, Esq, of 
Shakerley, in the county of Lancaster, to 
Madame Rosalie D*Avary, only, daughter of 
the Duke D' A vary. 

20. At Liverpool, Mr Egerton Sm>jb, to 
Miss Wood. ^ 

22. C. A. Lennock, Esq. Captaii^ R. 
to Miss Liilias Corson of Dalwhiit. 

— Sir Jacob Asiley, to Miss Dashwood. 

25. A. Maitland Gibson, Esq. younger of 
Cliftonhall, advocate, to Miss Ramsay of 
Barntori. * 

— At London, Thomas Burch Western, 
^Esq. to Mi^Margaret Letitia Bushby. 

27. At Dungli^B, Henry Harvey, Esq. of 
the Madras army, to Lady de Lancey, widow 
of the late Sir William de Lancey, K. C.B* 

— At Cheltenham, Captain T. A. Cow- 
per, Bombay Engineers, to Miss Charlotte 
Maitland. • 

29i Captaifi Robert Campbell, of the Hon. 
East India Com{lany*s service, to Miss Jane 
Campbell. 

30. Alex. Whitson, Esq. of Farkbill, to 
Miss Smyth of Balhary. ^ 

— In London, Alex. Maclean, Esqf 
OrangehiU*,,, Qurendon, Jamaica, to Miss 
Baigrie. 

— At Malta, Lieut. Robert Tait/ R. N. « 
to. Miss Allen. * 
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30. Captain trancis Dundas, Slat msU Grangemouth* ^ Miaa Cbintj Findlay* £- 
znent, to Mias Walker. • * dinburgh. e , 

• — At vSt. George's Church, Limerick, J. 1 Lately, at Bombay, Col. Baker, Commia- 
Ca^pbell* Esq. Captain* 12th regflhent* to I mis&ary- General,' to Miss Matilda Norria. 
Mias Saxton. At Calcutta* jTames Dewar. Esq. of the 


AraiL S.^i'he Right Lady Frances * 
Anne Vane Tempest, to Lord Stewart. 

6. Henry Brougham, Esq. M.'P./o Ma- 

rianne* widow of the late Johnl^palding, Esq. • 
and niece of Lord Auckland and I^rd Hen- 
ley. • I » 

7. At Invernes^Lieutenant- Colonel Ro- 
bert Ross* 4th Royal Irish dragoon gpards, 

^to Misf Caroline H. M'Bean. 

S. Patrick Robertson, Esq. advocate to 
^ bliss Ross. 9 • 

10. John Buchan Sydserif, Esq. of Ruch- 
law* to Misa Olivier of the island of Alcjpr- 
ney. 

The Hon. aiitt Rev. Edward Wing- 
field, Mias Louisa Jocelyn, niece to tlie 
Earl of Roden. 

14. The Rev. John Muckcrsy, of West 
Calder, to Misa Cook of Andrew's. 

— At Cadiz, Mr Daniel Macpherson of 
Inverness* to Miss Joscpha Hemas. 

16. At Edinburgh* Hugh Hope, Esq. in 
the Civil Service of the Hon. East India 
Company, to Miss Isabella Gray Mackay, of 
Scotston. , 

19. Dr Jumes Brpwn, physician, Aber- 
deen, to Miss Paton of Grandhomc. 

Mr James Scarrot of Edinburgh, to 
Miss Mai^aret Mitchell of Rosebank. 

• — <# At Edinburgh, Ebenezcr Black, 

Esq. surgbon* to Miss Chrisiiana Coventry 
Grieve. 

— At Glasgow, Dr John Robertson, to 
Miss Macnair. , 

21. Thomas Walker, Esq. of the Scots 
Greys, to Miss Beresford. 

22. Hugh Ross, Esq. of Kilfivock, to Mifi 
Catherine McIntosh of Rsrr. 


Civil Service, to Miss Emily Dyer. 

At Rocbesier* Lieut.- Col. C. W. Pasley, 
royal engineers* to Miss Martha Matilda 
Roberts. 

At Fulham, the Earl of DundAUald* to 
Miss Flowdcn. • 

At Naples, the Infant of Spain Don Fran- 
cis Paul, to Princess Charlotte Louisa of 
Naples. * 

The Infant Don Francisco of Spain* to the 
Princess Carq^ne of the Two Sicilies. 

May f. — At Rome, John Cumming, Esq. 
of Naples, to Miss Magee* of the Lodge* near 
Belfast. 

5. The Earl of Buckinghamshire to Misa 
Glover. 

10. At Hampton Court, Middlesex, John 
Kirkland, Esq. of Glasgow* to Miss Vesey. 

13. The Earl Temple to Lady Campbell* 
eldest daughter of the Earl and Countess of 
Breadalbanc. 

— The Hon. Richard Neville, son of Lord 
Braybrooke, to Lady Jafie Cornwallis. 

15. Capt Buchanan, R. N. to Miss Ma- 
tilda Dalbiac. 

20. At Clerkseat, William Strattan* Esq. 
to Miss Black of Watridgemuir. 

25. At Glasgow, Mr Cbas. Playfair* met* 
ebant, to Miss Mary Kennedy. « 

2.9. At London, John Innes, Esq. Guild** 
ford Street, to Miss Caroline Beechy, • 

31. Lieut. -Col. Maxwell, 30th regiment, 
to Miss Douglas of Orchardton. 

Lately, Sandford Graham, Esq. M. P., to 
Miss Carolina Longston of Sarsdon House, 
Oxfordshire. ^ • 

Hugh Denoon* Esq. Fictou, to Miss Fra- 
ser, Inverness. 


23. Henry Cheape, Esq. of Rossie, Fife-^ 
shire* to Miss Margaret Carstairs. 

25. The Hon. Frederick Lumley* second 

brother of the Earl of Scarborough* |p Miss 
Jane Bradley. * ^ 

26. *Alexandlr Hunter,»Esq. W.S. fo Miss 
Mdria Maclean Coll. 

— William Johnston* Esq. of Lathrisk and 
Bavelaw* to Miss Jean Douglas. 

^ — Captain J. Ogflvie, of the Hon. East In- 
Cpmpany's service, to Miss Helen Allan* 
Edinburgh. 

27., Alex. Grant* Esq. .of tfapbam, Surrey* 
to Miss Helen Thorold*Xiincoliishire. 

^30.^iobcrt Honey man, Esq. merchant* 


At London, Henry St John Georges* Esq. 
19th laacers* to Miss Mitchdl. 

.Woodbine Parish juii. Ei^q. to Miss Morse 
of Norwood. 

Captain '{lliomas Hobbs, 92d Highlanders, 
to bliss Margaret Hackdty-Rivcrs Town, Tip- 
perary. • ^ • 

At Dusseldorf, Ltbut.-Col* Baron Hom- 
peseb, of the BriiJsb service* to the Qountess 
Isabella of Nesselrode Freehoven. 

Sir John Wrottealcy, Bart. tcT the Hon. 
Mrs John Bennett. 

June 1.— At Dumbarlwn, Captain George 
Macghie* royal mfrines* to Miss Jcaffii Mac- 
Intyre. 
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John Cay, Eaq. advocatr^ Edinburgh, to 34. Raleigh Trevelyan, Eaq. of Nether 
Misa Emily B(illock of Janaica. Mutton, Northumberland, to Mias Eliaaheth 

•—John Whyte MeWyie, Esq. of Bennochyl Gray of Shoreatown. . • 

and Strathkinnes, to the' Right Hon. Ladyf 25* Jtniea Maatwell, Esq* younger of ^re- 
Catherine Osborne, only daughter of her diland and Merksworth, to Miaa Atnalie. 
Grace the Duchess Dowager of Leeds. ^ 28. Robert Stirling Grabam^Eaq. of Kin* 

2. Dr Jamea Saunders. Lecturer on the caldrum, to Miaa Jobson, Dundee. 


Practice of Medicine, to Miss Megget. 

S. The Right Hon. Lord Rossmore, to the 
Right Hon. Lady Augusta Cliartsris, sister 
to the Earl of Wemyss and March. 

- William More, Esq. to Miss Forbes of 
Blackford. 

7. Archibald Young, Esq, Vriter, Glas- 

gow, to Miss Christina Walkinshaw of Park- 
house. « « 

— The Rev. William Rorison, Minister of 
Stair, to Miss Peebles, Newtoti-upon> Ayr. 

— John King, Esq. of Sherwood Park, 
Tobago, to Miss Foster of Carnegie Park, 
near Fort- Glasgow. 

8. John Meniies, Esq. to Miss Sarah Lucy 
Campbell of Itoreland. 

10. The Rev. Andrew Scott, Cambusne- 
Ilian, to Miss Laidlaw. 

1 2. At Bath, Sir Thomas Ramsay of BaU 
main, Bart, to Mrs Chisholm of Chisholm. 

13. Captain JohuMarshall, 91st regiment, 
to the Hon. Miss Butler, daughter of Lord 
Dunboyne. 

— At Port- Glasgow, William Lade, Esq. 
writer, to Miss Susan Cuinmiiig. 

— At Edinburgh, Captain A* Campbell, 
ef the Hoiiotirable East India Company's 
artillery, to Miss Margaret Huy. 

* 15. Col. Sir Dudley St Leger llil), to Miss 
Caroline Drury of Kew, Surrey. 

16'. Alexander Oswald, Esq. to Miss Dal* 
rymple of Norih Berwick. 

— The Hon. II. F. C. Cavclldi^h. M. l\ to 
Frances Su^n, widow of the Ilcm. Frederick 
Howard. 

17. IV Hon. Robert Henry Clive. M.P. 
jof Oakley Park, Shropshire, to the Right 
lion. Lady Harriet Windsor, sister of the 
present Earl of Plymouth. 

•— ])r Bailiie, R. N. to Miss Livingston. 

18. At Paris, Heiirj Petei^jiiii. Kmj. to 
Sarali, d<iijghter cf General Christie Burton. 

21. Charles PAcoe Greh'fcll, Esq. M. P. 
to the Right Hon. Lmy Georgiana Isabella 
Frances Mulyneux, eldest daughter of the 
ICarl of Sefion. 

22. Edmund lliingorford Lcchmcre, Esq. 
of dit'^thyd, in WorcesU'rshire, to the Hon. 
Maria Clara Murray, second daughter of (he 
hue Navltl Murray, EsI). br 9 ther to Lord 


29* *^obert Orr,. Esq. Duilin, to Mias £- 
, liaa Orr of RAston. 

— William Fleming, Eaq. banker, Cupar, 
to Miss |lonar of Ratho. 

July 1. — MoncriefF Mitchell, Esq. mer* 
chant, Glasgow, to Miss Cbrisiiun Muncrieff, 
Mucthari. * ^ 

— At London, Major Charles Wood, 10th 
hussars, to Mis% Watkins of Penoyer, Bre*^ 
conshirc. 

— Dugald Campbell, Esq. late of Island- 
ree, to Miss Macdougall of Gallanach, 

2. Robert Allan, EiJ^[. of Straw her ryJH^fl, 
to Miss •Rebecca Lawrie, Lowherriotr 

5. Captain Robert Gilkison, to Miss Eleo- 
nora Brown, Port- Glasgow. 

6*. At London,, William Yates Peel, Esq. 
M.P. to the Right Hon. Lady Jane Moure, 
second daughter of the Earl of Mount Cashel. 

8. At London, I. R. G. Graham, Esq. 

M.P. to Miss Fanny Callander Canipbell of 
Ardkinglas. ^ 

9. Robert ]V|acqueen, Esq. younger of 
Braxtield, to Miss VeUch of Eliiock. 

12. Alexander Balloch, Esq. of Middle- 
field, to Miss Margaret Melville, FalkWk- . 

— Kilmarnock, Thomas Maclekand, £^. 
to Miss Isabella Tod, Dreghorn. a , 

— Edinburgh, Alexander Thomson, Esq. 
W. S. to Mij»s Ilay. 

1.5. At Laverock Bank, John Street, Esq. 
royal artillery, to Miss Cplberinc Jardine of 
Harwood. 

— At Edinburgh, Mr J. F. Williams, to 
fldiss Margaoat Pillans. 

— At Edinburgh, William Bogue, Esq. 
of Kirkland, to Miss West. 

— At Coldstonc, James Black, Esq. to 
Miss Mary Ann Farquharson. 

14.,Wm. Miller, Esq. Swcelhope, Both- 
well, to Miss jv&rah May oh, Castle Douglas. 

— ^Jaroes Ilal^ane Tail’ Esq. Captaiii, 
if N. to Misb Stewart Cunninghame. 

15. Charles Drummond, jun. Esq. to the 
Hon. Mary Dulsebelja Eden, sister of Lord 
Auckland. * ^ 

17. At Paris, Col. the Comte de^MSit* 
dreville, oW%,e«King's Garde du Corps, Ac. 
to Lady Marid Caroline Brudenel Bruce, 
cldcbi daughter of, the Eail and Couutess^of 
Ajlchbury. 
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17# James Waihiee Monteithr Esq. G#^ 
9ck, to MUs AnderaoD, Liverpool. f * 
19. ArLondon, the Hon. Frederic Syl- 


to Lady EliaalJWli Montague, daughter of 
^the Duke of Malchester. , 

William Jipgan White, of Howden, 

'1-n . •^JV/r^aa r^ihann. Pliftnn HaIL 


19 ArLondon, the Hon. Fredwic Syl- - WUlinm . 

j;!; No«h Uougl«. U. Mi.. WAghUon. W 


luBWorth. 

— At Paisley, Deputy Assistant- Com- 

nissary- General J. Paterson, to Miss Eliia 
lillcr. 9 . ^ y « . 

— At Kilmarnock, the Rev. Robert Stir- < 

log, to MisB‘ Rankin. | 

— At Madras, Petei*Cleghorn, ^sq.diar- 
iiter at law, to Mi^ Isabella Allan. 

21. At Edinburgh, Major Orr, ^J-oyal 
F'uzileefs, to Miss Iloyd of Pinkill, Ayr- 

ihire# . „ # r. 

22. At Edinburgh, Jama^ Crawford# Esq. 

W. S. to Miss Eliza H. Bell. 

25. Lieutenant Charles Macarthur, 7Jth 
regiment, to MissElizabeih Campbell. Inver- 

— 26.'''‘At Leith, Lieutenant William Rid- 
doch, 4lh regiment, to Miss Isabella Telfer 

Taylor. « -r. r 

27. At Fortroso, Jobi% Grant, E^q. ot 
Cloghill, to Miss Mackenzie. Newton. 

27. Thomas M'Courtie, E<*<j. of WalK 
trees, to Miss Mary M‘Nae, Gatehouse. 

28. At Glasgow, ^Archibald Brown, Esq. 
to Miss Grace Hamilton. 

Lately, At I.ondon, Ci\ptain the Hon 
Robert Roi?ney, to ^^iss Ann Dennet. 

— At Carlsriihe, the Margrave I.eopold 
of^liaden, to the Princess Sophia Wilhel- 
mina. daifghter of the ex-King of Swe^"; 

• Hon. Captain Perceval, R. W- to 

Miss Hofnby of Tiichfield. 

August .5, At Brigham, near Cocker- 
mouth, the Reverand George Coventry, 
M. A. to Miss H^wd, High Cross, Cumber- 

lan^ Warriston Crescent. Robert Dry- 
bourgh Menzies, Esq. to Mn* Agnvs Pf- 

’’".1 Al«andcr Scott, Evq. W. S. to Mm 
M«rsh.ll Gaidincr of Hitlcirncy. 

Walter Long, E^q. of Rood Ashton, 

Willshirp, to Miss Mary Ann 

daughter of ihe Right Ilott.^rclubald Col- 

quhoSn, Lord lElegLter of Scotland, ^ 

— Adam Walker. Esq. younger of Mu ir- 
hoiwelaw. to Miss Catherine Mui ray, Up- 

c The Right Hbn. the Earl of Uxbridge, 
Miss E. Campbell of Shawfield. niece to 

the Duke of Argyle. 

7.. James Buchanan^Esf of Glasgow,. 
Miss FindlaysoiJ. St Elizabeth’s, Jamaica, 

* 9. J.icut.-CoU Steele, Coldstream Gu«rds, 


9. John Flint, 'Esq. to Miss Jane Ewart, 
Newington, Ediiiburgl). 

William Henry Murray, Esq. to Misa 

Dyke, both of the Theatre Royal, Edin#- 
1(X David Rankiiie, Esq- rifle brigade, to 
Miss Grahame, Glasgow. 

— Lieut- Col. the Hon. fames Henry 
Keith Stewart, M. P. to Misa Henrietta 
Ann Madon. 

— .Tames Macdonald, L«q. M. P. toLady 
Sophia Keppcl, eldest daughter of the Earl 
of Albemarte.^* 

• 11. Roderick Gray, Mobile, West Florida, 
to Miss Hardie, Glasgow. 

W. B. Kennedy Lawrie, of Woodhall, 

Esq. to Miss Robertson, Woodfordale, Tri- 
nidad. 

12. At Old Aberdeen, Mr William Aik- 
xnan, of the Bank of Scotland, Aberdeen, to 
Miss Nicol. 

The Right Honourable the Earl of 

Rosebery, to the Honour. Miss Anson, sister 
of the Right Hon. Lord Viscount Anson. 

Jjieutenant- Colonel Cowper, of the 

Hon. East India Company ’a Bombay engi- 
neers, to Miss Recce. 

15. At Glasgow, Captain .Tohn Clerk, 27lh 
regiment, to Miss Klizabeib Graham. 

IG. Alexander Harley, Esq. of Clunie, 
Dumfries- bhire, to Miss Hyslop, London. , 
19. The Earl of St Germains, to Harriet, 
youngest daughter of the Right Hon. Regi- 


nald Pole Carew. 

’ At Calcutta, Henry Manning Junior, 

Esq- to Miss Russell. 

t^4. The lU’v. domes Sirachan, Cavers, to 
MibH Jane Brown, Crailing. ^ • 

25. At Elis'* Manse, the Rtv. Mr James 
Maclagnn, to Miss Smart. 

27. Coil Gusuw, Baron von Bulow Wis- 
chendofff, to Miss Helen Hay, Edinburgh- 

At Newry, Robert Wallace, Esq. to 

Miss CuibAine Matild.'i, Templeton. 

27. At G^Jucc8^o^ C:harles Bathurst, E'^cj, 
Sidney Park, to MAa 

-a- At Bigga^t Robert Sraig, Esq. of Guil- 
die, to Miss Eiizabelh Young. 

28. At Bayreuth, by proxy, his Majesty 
Ferdinand VI 1. King of Spain, to tfic I rin» 
cc^s Josephine. Emel id Beatrice of Saxony. 

30. The Hon. Henry Caulfield, bro- 
ther to the Earl of Char|gmonf, to Miss Eli- 
zabeth Margaret-^ Browne, niece 19 Lady 
Molyneux. * 
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Jaidm Montreior SUj^dn, Esq. Lon- M Chinsurab, East InduM^ Mr Cbarlea 
doD, to Miss Henrietta Sopfia Fraser. Berber, to Miss Mitchell* 

— Dr Alesander Twciiite, Edinburgh, I OcTOBsa 2. At Brighton, Robert Lewis,- 
to Miss Hannah JBrown. § Esq. to Miss Onslow. « 


SaFrxMBRA 1/ At Eastwood Manse, Wood 
Sinclair, Esq. Leith, ^0 Miss Logan. 

Mr Gabriel Stevenson of Hamburgh, to 
Mias Margaret Macnair, Glasgow. 

J. Edward Stanley of Cross Hall, Lan- 
caster, Ebq. to Lady Mary Maitland, second 
daughter of tlfO Earl of Lauderdale. 

. — John Kinross, Esq. Cork, distiller, to 
Miss Gibaon, Glasgow. 

8. Rear-Admiral Sir David Milne, K.C.B. 
&c. to Miss Stephen. ^ 

SarxEMBica 8. At Nagpoo^ dames Gor<* 
doo, Esq. Surgeon, to Miss Ma4a Louis 
Fraser. 

8. William Plomer, Esq. to Miss Pagan, 
Edinburgh. 

13. Michael Law, Esq. Dublin, to Miss 
Jane Hannah. 

lA. At Perpignan, near Toulouse, the 
Marquis de Cbesncl, to Miss Bentham, Berry 
Lodge, Hants. 

16. John Paterson, Esq. Edinburgh, to 
Miss Jane Hogarth. 

The Right Hon. Lord Viscount Bclgrave, 
to the Right Hon. Lady Elizabeth Mary Le- 
vison Gower. 

Michael Stewart Nicolson, Kfsq. of Car- 
nock, to Miss Farquhar, Portland Place, Lon- 
don. 

At Edinburgh, Adolphus Macdowall 
Ross, Esq. M. D. to Miss Catharine Hume. 

At Edinburgh, Mr James Anderson, 
civil engineer and land-surveyor, to Miss 
Walker. 

21. At Paris, Captain George Tyler, R. N. 
to Miss Sullivan, Ricliings Lodge, Bucks. 

27. T^oloqel Sherlock, 4 th dragoon guards, 
to Miss Wylde, Nottingham. 

28. Sk-jiames Dalrymple Hay, Bart, of 
park Place, to Miss Maxwell, Spriiigkell. 

30. At Paris; Winchcombe Henry Hart- 
ley, Esq. to Miss Harris, Rosewarren House. 

Lately, At Edinburgh, John Richardson, 
Esq. to Miss Lewis Hathy. 

Sir Henry Calder, Bart, of Park- 

house, Kent, to lAdy ^ranfes Selina I^ry, 
third daughter of the Bari of Limeriek. 

John^W. Grieve, Esq. 2d life guards, to 
the Hon. Mrs Sidney Bowles, sister to Lord 
Norwich. • 

AkjSensington, the Rev. George 
A. M. to Miss Maogaret Helen Begbie. 

JamoK Jameson, Esq. to^Iiss J^'rances Jane 
•Patton. • 


4. Robert Allan, Eiq. surgeon, to Mrs 
^ Sophia Bertram Hardy. 

5. At Teignmouth, Devonshire, John 
Cave, ^sq. of Brentry Houle, Gloucester- 

•sbire, to^Mi8s1[!!atharine Margaret Straeban, 
of Straebin, Stirlingshire. 

— ^ AtiLondon,^MiBjor- General Sir Her- 
bert Taylor, to Miss Dii^rowe. 

6. ^At Monks Kirby, Warwickshire,* Sir 
Francis Brian Hill, K.T.S. Shropshire, to« 
Miss Emily Lissy, Berwick-house. 

8. Archibald James ’ Hamilton, younger 
of Dalzcll, Esq. to Miss Margaret Sibella 
Runsay, Edinburgh. 

To. At London, Charles Bertram, Esq. to 
Miss Anne Price, Waftam, Herefordsl^lT 

11. At Luchenbreck, David Irving Ec..^ 
surgeon in the service of the Hon. East In- 
dia Company, to Miss Brown, Linking. 

— William Filler, Esq, Deputy Commis- 
aary- General of the Forces, to Miss Wilson, 
Hallrule. 

12. At London, William S. Cumming, 
Esq. surgeon in the Hon. East India Com- 
pany’s service, to Miss Ann Stewart. 

14. At Birds^ards Cottage, near Forres, 
Lieutenant Arthur Grit}', 24th fhot, to Miss 
Mary Kay, 

16. Dr Burnside, Royal Navy, to Vfist - 
Sophia Burnside, Ardmore. * 

18. At London, Colonel Fitzclareifte, toa 
Miss Wyndham, second daughter df the Earl 
of Egremont. 

19. William Whyte, merchant, Leith, to 
Miss Millar, Milntown, IJumbarionshire. 

20. James Gordon, Esq. Paymaster, 92d 
regt. to Miss Margaret Knight, Portsoy. 

121. Abramw Constable, Esq. of Mount 
Pleasant House, lAwisham, to Miss Brown, 
Greenwich. 

— At Dungannon, Ireland, David Robert 
Ross, Esq. of Rosstrevor, to Miss Harriot 
Knox, #)iece to Viscount Northland*. 

25. gAt Atljdhe, John M'Roberts^ Esq. 
M^D. to Miss Mazy Finlayson, Aberdeen. 

26. At Casilebellinghgm, Ireland, the 
Rev, Thomas Plunket, to^MTas Louisa Jane 
Foster. 

— Robert Ramage Ltston, Esq. to . 
Johnston, Hillhouse. 

29. At ]1!?fr»^^rgh, Sir Joseph RadcHfTe, 
Baronet, to Mis^ Jacobina Macdoriell. 

— W. B. Rose, •Esq. of Ilbinic, to 
Maly M'Culloch, Glastullich. ^ 
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so. At St Petenburgti. Le Comte Compeny’a leMce, to Mim Iforui Lmb 

Uve MagDUB D*Armfelt, Colonel, AidoPlt*^ Hall, Garth, Ymahiree ^ 

.Camp Uahia Majesty the Emperor of Iiussia,l 18. At Dovi&ge Hall, Derbyshire, Ge(K 

to ^88 Louisa Cuthbert Brooke. ^ ^Richard Phillip# Esq. M||P. to the Hott* 

— At Ratisbon, Count Charles Wester* Georgiana Cavendish, eld At daughter of 


• holt, to his cousin, Miss Harriet Spencer, a 
grand- daughter of Lord Charles Spencer. 

At Vienna,! the Prince Royal* o^Saxony 
to the Archdiiche|p of Austril. / ^ 

« Sir James Dalrymple Hay, Bait, to Miss 
Heron Maxwell. «« • f ^ 

Novgmbkr 1. A% Kingston, Upper Cana- 
dl, •Major Huxley, 70th regiment, to Miss 
^Scolt. • ' 

— At Edinburgh, William Ronald, Esq. 
H Captain 6th regiment, to ^Itss Benstg^. 

• David Skirving. E^q. Garelton, to Miss 
% Margaret Lindsay, Haddington. ^ 

2. At Glasgow, Mr Robert Armour, mer- 

to Miss Isab^fk Brown, Meiklehill. 

A| Edinburgh, Captain Thomas Mur- 
ray, Hon. East India Company's service, to 
Miss Purvis, Liverpool. 

3, Mr Robert Nasmytj^, surgeon, Edin- 
burgh, to Miss Jobson, Dundee. 

— At Bombay, James Norton, Esq. of 
the East India naval service, to the Horn 
Eliza Bland Erskine, widow of the Hon. 
Lieutenant- Colonel^rsk ine. 


Lord Waterpark. ^ 

— Major Allan Macdonald, 55th regt., to ' 
Miss Nicolson, Ardmore. 

25. At Babingtoi), Warwickshire, Arch. 
Christie, Esq. Mid -Lothian, to Mias Wilner. 

26. At Edinburgh, Jame^Winks, Esq. 
to Miss Elizabeth Brodie, Coathill, Berwick* 
shire. 

30. At Gateshead, Newcastle, Stephen 
Raid, Esq. solicitor, to Miss Barras. ^ 

— At St^iy^field, Arbroath, Capt. Scott 
'of Newton, to Mrs Rolland of Aucbmiihie. 

At London, Captain Peter Macdou- 
gall, 57ih regt., to Miss Jane Macdonald. 

Lately, The Archdeacon of Kildare, to 
Miss Rowley, Priory, Huntingdonshire. 

— At Bath, Henry Andrews Drummond, 
Esq. Commander of the Company's *Bhip 
Castle Huntly, to Miss Turquand. 

Dkcember 2. At Dublin, Charles Drury, 
Esq. 3d regiment dragoon guards, to Misf 
Hart. 

6. John Barbour, Esq. lA)chwinnoch, to 
Miss Mary Arthur, Gavlemoss. 


4. James Gordon Murdoch, Esq. Ookfield, 
Berks, to Miss Carolme Penelope, Gambler, 
niece to Admiral Lord Gambier. 

At Banff, Osbert Forsyth, Esq. Lon- 
don, to IVUss Reid, Inverinkcey. 

, — jy. Great Baddow, Essex, Thomas Fran- 
cis Balderston, Esq. Commander of the Hon. 
Company's ship Asia, to Miss Elizabeth Ur- 
quhart. 

9. Frederick Grfant, Esq. of Quebec, to 
Miss Davina Grant, Kincorth. 

9. At Glasgow, James Wilson, Esq. ad- 
vocate, to Miss Margaret Crav^ord, Broac^ 
field. • 


— Lieutenant W. C. Clark, Rifle Bri« 
gade, to Miss Mary Gavio Maclean. 

15. At Leith, James Andrew, Esq. of 
Craigend, lo Miss Ifutton* 

16. Captain David Campbell, of bis M^ 
jesty's late 96th regiment, to Miss Agnes 
Pollock. 

— At Glasgow, Major Maegregor, 56th 
regiment, to Miss Spens Stuart Collier. 

17. Col. Farquharson, to Miss Rebecca 
Colquhouri, Tillycolquhoun. 

Ifi. William Wrixon Bechen^sq^X. P. 
to tlie celebrated Miss O'Neill or Covent Gar- 
Vden Theatre. 


— At Edinburgh, J. D. H. Hay, Esq. to 
Mja» Jane Sanderson. ^ 

10. John M'Ea>‘ 10°» Esq^oungcr of Bal- 
Icnclerocbe, to Miss Janet Buchanan Jgwing, 
Glasgow. • 

l], *The Ref. Robert Dofg, one ^f the 
ministers of Aberdeen, to Miss Dingwall.* 
13. At Calciffttaf George Swinton, Esq. 
dvil service, to Miss Swinton. 

^ *il3. At London, Charles Phillips, Esq, of 
‘“Tb? Irish Bar, to M^ss Whally. 

15. Major-General Sir Tlwipsa Brisbane, 
of Brisbane, K. C. B. to Mi:di'^ Macdougall of 
Makerstdlw'n. • 

t7.»RAert Hogg, Esq. of the East India 


— Major-General Riay, Gov. of Granada, 
to Miss*Scarlc(t, Jamaica. * 

g— At Barrackpore, Donald M* Intyre, 
Esq. mercbifhtf Calcutta, to ^iss Margaret 
Mackenzie, nr ^ 

2 A At dlasgow, Ward- 

rop, %nerchant, Migs Lif^btbody, Hurlet. 

2.3. At Bel I wood, Andrew Forbes Ram- 
say, Esq. 8urgc«ln, Bengal Establish nyeiit, to 
Miss Isabella Young. 

28. Wm. Paul, Esq. accountant Edin- 
burgh, to Elizabeth, eldest daughter 4^the 
late Ai&hiral Deans of Huntington. 

Lately, At £diffi)urgh, William ChsrdoD, 
Esq. of Evie* to Miss Christian^ Murray. 
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Lttely at Scun<lmbiid, Indias, Copt. 
X Wetherall, Royal Scots, ih Almeria Lau- . 
ra; bihI Captain Fr«dleric#Varkin Dovocon, ‘ 
Madras Light f^Va1ry« tji > Amelia ^phia,: 
twin daughtera<5air Charles T. Grant, Esq^ 
Paymaster, Royal Scots. 

DEATHS^ 

jAMaART 1.— At Edinburgh, John Brown, 
Esq. of*Prathouse, W. S. 

3* At Liverpool, in the 42d year of his 
age, William Boyle. Esq. of the house of 
Boyle and Strickland, Trinidad. 

At Bath, Dame Sarah Gordon, relict 
of tho 'late Sir William Gordon of Enaho, 
Barh ^ 

3* At SeaBeld, Ireland, Mrs dSlizabcih 
Lett, in the 1 04th year of her age. 

4. At Rome, Maria Theresa of Parma, 
Queen of Charles IV. of Spain, and mother 
of Ferdinand VII. King of Spain. 

At Sirokestown House, county of llos* 
cetiimon, in the 81st year of his age, the 
Right Hon. Maurice Lord Baron Hartlaiid. 

^ At London, Mrs Hanrilton Ann Ila* 
thorn Stewart, widow of the late Dr Wm. 
Cunninghamc, physician at Bristol. 

6, At his house, near Hamilton, John 
Boyes, Esq. of Wellhall. 

— At Edinburgh, the Hon, Henrietta 
Napier, daughter of the late William Lord 
Napier. 

9. At Siutgard, he^Majesiy the reigning 
Queen of Wirtemberg. 

10. At Paris, Count Bcaiiharnois, the Ex* 
'Senator, father of the Grand Duchess of Ba- 
den, and first husband of the Empress Jose- 
phine. 

— • At Edinburgh, Anno Maria Mnir, 
daughter of Colonel Mair, Deputy Governor 
of PUri (tijorge. 

13. At his apartments in Somersiown, near 
Londa^^,^flcr a lingering illness, Dr JoIk 
Wolcot, so well known in the literary world 
under the name of ** Vcier Pindat." in the 
81st year of his age. 

— At Duddingston Manse,*' Mary Helen 
youngest daughter of the John Thom- 
•on. # * < -n. ' * 

— • At Grange Esiatee Jamaica, pjohn 
Wood, eldest son of l£e Rev. Charjgs Wood, 
iDinii|ter.at Weston« 

j>fc— At Bangalore, after a .Miort illness, 
'Willia|n*Simpsoii, Esq. merchant, Madras. 

At Batavia, Mr John Tail, son of the 
late Mr Androg' Tail, \Vindygi(t?Si Fife* 
•hfresv ^ 


At Hinton St George, in Somenet- 
ah^e, Earl Paulet,iii the (iJdyear ofbiaagp. 

— * At Jedburgh, in the 69tl) y^ar of.her 
age, Mm Betty Home, wife of Jameaelifuig^ 
ray, K^qi second daughter of the Hon. j 
Home, and grand-daughter of Charles, k^aVl. 
of Home. 

16. At 'Dundee, Mrs Elifaheth Lawson, 
wife or^e Rev. J. Lawson, minister of the 
gospel, ft 

1*^. AL his house, ^Bromley. Kent, in tbo 
74th year of his age, Wi|iKam Walmsley, Esq. 
nearly 20 years clerk of the papara ol^ me 
HoiAe of Lords. i 

18. At London, Major- Gen. John Wil*‘ 
son, Colonel of the 4tb Ceylon regiment. 

19! At the Hague, in her 74th year, the 
Countess Dowager of Athlone. 

At Naples, Jolin Mutter, Esq. of 
Richmond, Virginia, na 

At Rome, haying only Buqriyea' his 
Queen about a fortnight, Cbarles^fV., die 
Ex-King of Spain. 

At Edinburgli, Margaret Robson, wife 
of Mr M. Corn, professor of music. 

23. At Edinburgh, Mary, wife of John 
Mitchell, Esq., Great King Street. 

25. At Dunfermline, aged 59, Cajitaili 
John Wardlavi', laic of the royal marines. 

— At Hillbank, near Dundee, Thomas 
Wise, Esq. of Hillbank. 

26. At Rosiere, n^ar Lynd^urst, in the 
New Forest, after a few days* illness, tlic 
Right Hon, the Earl of Errol, one of the 
sixteen Peers of Scollan^^ Hereditary Lord 
High Constable, and Knight MuriiiKhal qf 
Scotland, and Lord Commissioner to the Ge- 
neral Assembly of the Church of Scotland. 

27. At Lomlon, Dr Primrose Blair, phy- 
bicion to his Majesty’s fleet. 

29. Sir Henry Temphst, Bart, of Thorp 
Lee House, near Staines. 

^ — At her^ residence in Hill Street, Berke- 

ley S({uarc‘, Londpn, the ]>ow'ager Countess 
of Sefton, in the 71. 'll year of her age. 

— At Kingst$9, Jamaica, William Cald- 
well, Esq. ^ 

30. At Tob^o, Captaili<faroes Sangster, 
of thti Pigot West India ship of London. 

— ^At hcr«,iamily seat, Leslie Hoffse, in 
t,he county of Fife, the Rignt Hon. Henriet- 
ta Ann, Countess of Kqthes, Baroness Les- 
lie and Ballenbrcich, inHb^29th year of her 
age. 

— At Cahir House, bounty of Tippenirv. 
the Right Hon. Richard Butler, Eafi *01 
Glengal, )[fliVd^nc of the Representative Peers 
dof Ireland. ^ 










